BISSSARHA TAS-SEFTURA
TIZFEN IL-QATTUSA

“Hajjin! hajjin!" ghajjat Bertu min-nofs it-triq. - “Hajjin,
hajjin.’ Bertu kien ragel twil, b’Rangra donnha ta’ baqgra, izda
ghalkemm fti* Zorr, jaf imur ma min ma jiggebbidx mieghu.
Kullhadd kien jafu, u hu u gliaddej it-tfal kollha kienu jghajtu:
Bertu, Bertu tini ¢awla.” Dejjem b’libsa walida, dejjem b'lelien
w.elied, Bertu kien jaghirfu kulliadd; ma kienx hemm wielied
bhialu. B’qalziet igfar u sidrija kalila tal-fustan bil-but tan-naka
tal-lemin dejjem mimli bil-flus, b'beritta mmejla fuq widintu,
kawwara kbira fuq rasu, u kavetta dagsiex mimlija lampuki.
“Hajjin! Hajjin! ghadhom jingabdu! Hajjin!”

Is-sinjura KKarm semglietu. ‘‘Ro2” qalet lis-seftura “ejja kom-
pli ifrex is-sodod, ghax minn ghalija smajt il-Bertu tal-hiut.

“Minn ghulija smajtu jiena wkoll,” wiegbet Rozi, waqt i
marret biex taghinel dak li galtilia s-sinjura Karm,

Is-sinjura Karm kienet thobbha lil Rozi, ghax xebba tajba,
mofilia biss fid-dar, u, ghalkemm dghajjef tghmln Phafna hweneg
izda fix-xiri Rozi ma kienet togligobha xejn lis-sinjura Karm ghax
ma kemtx tal-qatgha. Tieliu kull ma jtuha, hazin jew tajjeb u
mhux l-eww:l darba li I vdet lallam u fiut jinten lis-sinjura, u fuq
kollox ma kenitx taf tiggebbed, tati kemm jitolbuha. Is-sinjura
Karm ma kemtx xhilia, 1zda ma ridetx ittajjar flusha ghar-rili-bla
xita. Qlialxejn tghxd u targa tghid, Rozi ma kinet titghallem
gatt u qatt. Ofialhekk keﬂha'ti{qamla u tolirog hi ghax-xiri.
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Malli semghet lil Bertu, telqet kollox minn idejha, fethiey
il-bieb u Hharget fuq l-ghatba. Bertu ntebali biha, izda bla
ma dawwar wiccu lejha, bliallikieku irid ighidilha li m’ghandux
bzonnha, ta daqga ta’ gliajn minn tafit u rega’ ghaijjat:

“Hajjin! ghadhom jinqabdu, hajjin!”

Is-sinjura Karm kienet tfiobb tixtri minn ghandu ghax il-
bicca 1kbira kien ikollu Hut frisk. Bertu min-nalia l-ofira kien
iliobb ibeghlha wkoll, gliax is-sinjura Karm, ma kinetx tig-
gebbed fafna, hafna, u Bertu Fen draha, ghalhekk kien dejjem -
jitlobha  xi Imga aktar minn haddilior. lzda s-sinjura Karm
kienet thobb tpaépad wisq, u mihux - darba u tnejn kienet iz-
zommu jitkellern u ttellfu l-bejgh, ghax bejjieglia ofira kienu
jilliqu gablu,

“X'ghandek, Berl, lampuki, biss illum ? "’ qaltlu is-sinjura
Karm, “Lampuki llum, sinjura ghadni gej minn Wied-iz-Zurrieq,
Friski tassew, ghadhom gejjin” wiegeb Bertu, waqt li nizzel il-
kavetta minn fuq rasu, u qeghidha fl’art., Nehllia I-mizien minn
ge' I-kavetta, xagleb l-ixkora mxarrba bl-ilma baliar, nehilia il-
haxix, minn fuq il-hiut u farget rieha ta’ hut frisk 1i tagsam,
Kienu sbieli tassew il-lampuki ta' Bertu, gliajnejiiom ileqqu,
b'gargi lomor dags in-nar fergin minn halghom, fi ftit kliem
kienu lampuki sbieli tassew.

C Walida ta' tlet kwarti, irrid Bert” qaltlu s-sinjura Karm,
“ghax zewgi hareg kmieni, u naliseb 1i jigi fnofs-in-nhar b’ gugh
klubi.” :

“Taliseb xejn, sinjura, Iisbah walida natik’ qallha Bertu,
ghax kien jaf jimpustura hu wkoll,  Qabad lampuka, u tefaghha
fil-mizien. “Tlet kwarti w ugija, ma tefiodhiex, sinjura Karm?”

“Nieliodha, mela ma nieliodhiex!” wiegbet is-sinjura, izda
fil-mizien ta’ Bertu ma kinetx tafda wisq, ghax kien iliobb imejlu
daksxejn.

“Ha, Roz," qalet is sinjura Karm lis-seftura, 1i kienet qeghda
warajha taraha t1x’m ‘mur izinha fil-mizien taghna Rozi gab-
det il-lampuka’u dafilet gewwa.

“Hawn mnejn gejja, Mari, dalghodu” qalet is-sinjura Karm
lil Mari li Pdak il-hin kienet ghadde”a minn quddiembha.

“Ma tarax? mill-knisja; mort nisma’ quddiesa. Inti kif int?
Intix tajba ?”

“M’iniex hazin, lIsma Mari, ridt nistagsik xi haga, lu
xi sitt xhur kont smajt Ii t-tifel tieghek tgharras, u ilu xi jumejn
smajt h kollox tar marwrili, u’l-gara qalti fug dota u mhux
dota; u praspar bhial dawn. X'kienet il-bi¢ca sew, Mari?
Mari bdiet ittaqtaq u s-sinjura Karm tisma.

Mari u s-sinjura Karm kicnu libieb liafna, ghax qabel ma
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s-sinjura Karm "izzewget, kienu joqoglidu ma gemb xulxin u
kull fl-ghaxija kienu jqattghu saghtejn ipa¢péu. Imbaghad is-
sinjura Karm izzewget, u marret toqghod f'dar ofira, izda bag-
ghiu fibieb, u mita kienu jintaqgliu, kien fihom ghors. Kienu
jaqalghu l-qexx u I'mexx u erfiithom jitkellmu u jghidu graj-
jiethom. U dik il-gliodwa Mart bdiet tghid xi gralu binha Majsi.

Bertu baga’ jistenna, imma l-lampuka baggliet gewwa, u
s-sinjura Karm ma semmietx flus “[l-lampuka, sinjura Karm, il-
lampuka’ beda jghid Bertu, izda s-sinjura Karm, molilia kien
biss Mari, Qhaddew gliaxar minuti, jew aktar, u I-lampuka
gliadha ma gietx. Fl-aliliar telghulu : “Sinjura Karm, il-lampuka
sa teliodha jew 18 ? Dik id-dinja ta’ seftura fejn marret biha?

Is-sinjura Karm ftakret: “Roz, Roz, gib dik il-lampuka, mela
sa tibga heoum gew? Hallejt 1l Bertu jistenna.” Imma Rozi
kienet geghda fuq il-bejt, tperrec il-fiwejjeg 1 kienu baggliutha
niedja I-lejla ta’ qabel. IlHampuka kienet qeghditha fil-mizien
u lallietha hemm. Issinjura Karm biex ma tnizzilhiex minn fuq
il-bejt, sellmet lil’ Mari, u dafilet biex iggibha hi, u fl-istess fiin
issaqsi lil Rozi mill-bitlia kemm kien fiha il-lampuka. Dalilet
fil-k¢ina, u x'ma hassetx gewwa fiha meta rat il-karta tal-lam-
puka fil-mizien, u 'l qattus taghha, qattus dagsiex iswed tuta
jilghaq xuftejh u jhiares lejha donnu jrid jidhak biha.

Imsejkna sinjura IKarm, keltha tati xelin-u-nofs 1l Bertu
tal-lampuka, u fug kollox tibga minghiajrha,
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