85

KELMA GGIB LILL-OHRA

“Hjja nilaghbu” ghajjat Wenzu, tifel malimug u méewlah,
waqt 1i xiref £'bieb id-dar, b'kisra dagsiex {’idu, lil Karmenu li
kien jogghod quddiemhom. Karmenu, tifel ta’ xi seba’ smin,
kien fit-tieqa b'bott tal-landa f'idu mimli kafé u Hobz imfittet.

“Gej, Wenz" ghajjat mit-tieqa, bela’ malajr il-kafé u nizel
jigri. Wenzu hareg zugraga dagsiex mill-but, b’sitt habbiet
ghamel dawra fl-art u tafa' s-sitta fiha. Dawwar il-habel maz-
zugraga xehitha fl-art,u beda jerfaghha fuq giegh iduu jitfaghha
fuq is-sitta, biex kieku johirogha mid-dawra. Wielied wara l-iefior
damu 31ladhbu dags nofs siegha, izda fl-aiiar messet darba lil
Wenzu u ma satax jolgotha s—sitta Wenzu kien izommbha 2-Zu-
graga u ma riedx thalliha tghaddi.

.~ “Narga’ nilghab,” qal, “din ma tghoddx.” Karmenu tfantas,
“Lili jmiss” qal “inti lghabt.”

Narga' nilghab” tenna l-iefior “ghax iz-zugraga tieghi.”
F’dak il-Ein lelien werzieqi ta' mara, omm Wenzu, ghajtet minn
gewwa : “Wenzu"”. “Hawn" wiegeb dak minn barra, wagt li
l-istess lehien rega nstama: “HEjja 'l hawn, ja xitan.”

“Mela ma rridx nilghab,” qal Karmenu, “kiesah "

“Kiesah inti” tenna Wenzu “mela jien” u f dan il-waqt
resaq lejn sieibu u gibidlu tighida xaghru.

“Ma” werzaq Karmenu, li tawwal idu biex ixejjer daqgqa ta
harta lil Wenazu.

Omm Karmenu, Katarin, harget tigri minn gewwa ghal
ghajta ta' binha, u meta rathom imgabbdin fxulxin, bla ma
gaghdet tifli min minnhom kellu Iitija,gibdet lejha 'l binha minn
drieghiu, u nizzlet xi dagtejn fuq dahar Wenzu. Omm Wenzu,
Manan, donnha kienet gieghida tissajjahom minn wara l-bieb,
ghax malli rat lil Katarin tmiss lil binha, harget tigri dags balla
gibdes 1lil Wenzu lejha u qalet : “Katarin meta trid xi haga, ejja
sib lili mhux lil ibni, ghax dak mhux ta’ idejk, ja kiesha li int,
jew tghiir ghal ibni, ghax lil tieghi dalililuhuli l-iskola u tieghek
baga minn barra.”

“Ma dahhluhx l-iskola ghax ghadu zghir. M'hemmx ghal-
fejn inghir. Tghir int ghalija mela jien, ghax ir-ragel tieghi
dahal mal—gvern, u tiegﬁek landier ta’ habba.”

“Ajma jommi, reO'ghet Manan “mur ara x'post ghandu
mal-gvern : kennies.”

“U bizzejjed, ja wit¢ il-mewt, kullhadd ighid li int marida,
dags kemm int safra u hadra, donnha l-ghira q’ed taghmel bik”
ghajtet Katarin.

“Mhux sfura dik Katarin,” qalet Manan, “dik bjuda. Mhux
bhalek sewda tuta donnok torka. Ghax ma tghidx bid-dahk li
jidhku bik meta tohirog xi harga h'dak wicéek donnu vopa im-
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kachibra fid-dgieq u biex tnaqqas ftit is-swidija. Dak ghandek
tghid, ja dandaluna, ghajjura, kiesha.”

“B'dagshekk ma tunaqqaslix giehii,” qalet fis-salina “Katarin,
“gatt ma sliftni xejn u ma raddejtulekx. Fejn bagghet sejra dik
il-pjancéa 1i sliftek, Katarin? fejn baqghet sejra? tajthieli hux?
nalilef li mindu tajthielek ma rajthiex b’ghajnejja. Halliela.”

“Halliela, halliela jien, Manan?” galet Katarin, “l-ewwelnett
il-pjanéa raddejthielek, u mbagliad ma tiftakarx meta raw lil
zewgek bil-lejl jagbez il-hajt ta’ l-ghalqa tas-Sifu bi xkora fuq
dahru, u kif lagatha mal-Hajt kien hemm xi erba’ tigigiet go
fiha li bdew ighajjtu ghajjat tax-xjaten? Jien jew zewgek halle-
lin, Manan ?

Manan rat li messet pont Hazin, ma kenitx Hasbet x'setghiet
twegibha Katarin, w-instamtet ghax nafuha alina l-istorja tar-
rhiula: donnhom ikunu q'ed jistennew xi glieda, ghax malli
zewg nisa jwerzqu, ir-rahal jolirog bi hgaru. Manan sthat u
riedet iddawwar il-biééa

“Imma ma rajtux int,” qalet, “smajthom biss ighidu, u dak
li jghidu n-nies tiliux ghalih. Imma jiena naf li l-pjanca ma
tghajthielix. Halliela.”

“Halliela int, kiesha, sewda, malimuga.. "

“Mahmuga, safra...

“Tehajjarnix iktar, ghax hekk ighaddi kuntistabbli zgur
intiarkek, halliela.

l-anqas lahkqet qalet, li fil-kantuniera ma deherx Karmnu
l-pulizija. In-niesli kienu hemm ikarsu, bdew jitilqu, imma
z-zewg nisa fis-salina li kienu baqghu jiggieldu u ma haqax
hemmekk hlief Pawlu I-Iskurdat. Malli wasal Karmnu, iz-zewg
nisa sfaru, bdew jergghu [fura u jwallhlu wakda fl-ohra.
Karmnu gata qasir u harrikhom it-tnejn.

Mar fuq Pawlu l-Iskurdat u gallu: “Pawl Ha nharkek bhala
xhud.”

“X'inhu, x'inhu, xhud?” qal Pawluy, li kienu jghidulu Skur-
dat ghax kien, miskin, nieges dagsxejn minn mokhhu.
“Xhud, iva. Tini ismek u kunjomok, fejn toqghod u x'tagh-
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mel.

“Jiena, jiena ma naghmel xejn, nogghod ma’' missieri u
jisimni Pawlu l-Iskurdat.

“lva missierek fejn joqghod” gal Karmnu l-pulizija.

“Missieri, missieri joqghod hemm id-dar taghna, wara l-
knisja.”

“It-trig ma tafx x'jisimha ?" tenna Karmnu.

“Minn dagshekk iwa, Sda. San Gwanni t'Alla Kru¢, No. 4.”

“Bizzejjed dagshekk” qal Karmnu dalilial il-lapis wil-karta
fil-but u telaq.
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Pawlu l-Iskurdat mejjel kemm kemm il-bheritta, tefa l-pipa
Phalgu, dahhial idejh fil-but u qaghiad jara lil Karmnu sejjer.
Meta dan ghiab, Pawlu ¢céaqlag, “hawn jien” gal “imharrek
b'xhud, ghal quddiem il-magistrat, tajba tassew.”

G1vus. Pace.
26/1/1933.





