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  In 2008, the Department of Geological Sciences of the University of Catania 
(Italy) came into possession of malacological material belonging to the Marquis of 
Monterosato.

  Tommaso Maria Marquis of Monterosato (Palermo, 1841-1927) was one of the most 
influential malacologist of his time. He had a particular interest in Mediterranean 
marine molluscs. In fact, he described several new species and wrote numerous 
scientific papers on this subject. He also managed to gather a large and important 
collection currently housed at the Zoological Museum in Rome.

  The small malacological collection housed at the Department of Geological Sciences 
of the University of Catania also includes important material belonging to the Abbot 
Giuseppe Brugnone of Caltanissetta and to the naturalist Pietro Calcara of Palermo. 
In these collections, the holotypes of ‘Lacheis’ retifera Brugnone, 1880 and ‘Bulimus’ 
mandraliscae Calcara, 1840 were rediscovered. Besides, syntypes and other important 
material such as the forgotten species ‘Helix’ cupaniana Calcara, 1842 and ‘Helix’ 
schwerzenbachi Calcara, 1841 were also found. Taxonomical and nomenclatural 
changes will be provided in the present work based on the above mentioned findings.

1 Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Comiso, via degli Studi 9, 97013 Comiso, Italy
2 Via del Giubileo Magno 93, 90015 Cefalu, Italy
3 Università di Urbino ‘Carlo Bo’, Dipartimento di Scienze Biomolecolari, via Maggetti 22 (loc. Sasso), 61029 Urbino 
(PU), Italy
4 Via Principe di Paternò 3, 90144 Palermo

* Corresponding author. E-mail: tinohawk@yahoo.it

42 Bulletin of the entomological Society of malta (2017) Vol. 9


