
A Commentary on Canon 506, ,§ 2, 3, 4 

The text of the Canon. 
82. (a) In monasteries of /lUllS ,vitlt solelllll '1'O,(,S; (b) at the elec­

tion of lize A bbess; (c) if they are subject 10 the bishop, he or his 
delegate, 'with I,wo priests 1"ho act as te/len,', presides, 'Without cllterill,;Z 
the en'closure; (d) If Ihe Iluns arc sllbJect 10 the slljJcriors 0/ a Reli­
gious Order, Ihe reglllar SujJerior presides; (c) in 7.t'hich case the 
Bishol) lI1usl be Ilotified ill duc time of the coming elcction, and hc 
may, togelizer7C'ith the religious Superior, be presellt or send a 
delegate; (f) if fhe bishop comes ill person he presides; so does his 
delegate. 

§3. (a) The ordinary confessors of Ihat monastcry; (h) should not 
be aPl)ointcd to act as tellers. 

§4. (a) [n religious cOllgregaiiolls of ,('OmCII; (b) at the election 
of the .... ,t/perior (;cncral; (c) <t'ill preside the local Ordill[rry of the 
place ,!'llere the Chapter is beillg held, either by himself or by hi, 
delegate; (d) if there is queslion of diocesan Congregations; (c) he m a)' 
at will confirm or allllul the clcctioll; (f) as he ill COI1SCiell'ce secs fit. 

Some observations. 
1. Canon 506 speaks on elections proper. After indicating briefly 

all that pertains to Religious Orders, it applies to them the rights 
appertaining to elections, as set out in Canons 160-182. 

n. The Codex refers to this application in general terms, so that 
difficuities are to be met with all along, as we shall see later on. When 
dealing with elections, one should always bear in mind Can. 6, nu. 1-4. 

if one is to be on sure ground. 

Interpretation of §2 
a) ((In monasteries of /lUllS". 

1. A monastery of nuns is a Religious Honse, in \\'hich there live 
religious ,,'omen who profess solemn vows, with papal enclosnre. There 
are also nuns \dlOSC nm's are solemll, by the very nature of their rulL-, 
hut \dlich have for certain countries been declared simple by order 
of the Holy See (I). 

n. As far as nUllS are concerned, there is also the monastery 
su.i iuris. In such monasteries there are no other superiors besides 
the Ahhess, and, as women are allo\\'ed no jurisdiction, they have 

1 Nuns in France and Belgi'!llll. 
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as their Ordinary, besides the Roman Pontiff, the Bishop of the 
Diocese or the regular Superior. 
b) ((at the eleclion oj the Abbess". 

r. The meetings at \\'hich the canonical election of the Abbess 
takes place are equivalent to Chapters. :\Ieetings that are held fo'­
other elections, as \yell as those \\,hich deal \\,ith other matters, are 
not included in this canon. 

c) ((if they are su,bject to the bishoP, he or his delegate, 'with t·wo 
priests to act as tellers, presides, 'without entering the enclosure". 

r. This refers to the canonical dection of an Abbess of nUllS that 
are subject only to the jurisdiction of the Ordinary of the place, su 
that to him alone \dth full right belongs the presidency of this 
election, which also gins the right of jurisdiction. 

n. The Ordinary may, in his turn, delegate his authority to ap 
other priest. (2) If the Ordinary or his delegate presides at the election, 
he may not vote, as he is not a member of the Chapter. However, ;~l 

default of particular rulings, after a third and fruitless scrutiny, the 
Codex conkrs on the President the right to make use of his casting­
vote (3). 

IH. The Ordinary or his- delegate may not entcr the enclosure 
to preside over the election, but he recein:s the votes through tht~ 

fcncstclla or little opening. 
IV. The Ordinary of the place may always assist at the election 

of the Abbess in monasteries of nuns, though these are subject to 
the regular Superiors, but he is not bound to do so. 

V. The Ordinary, who presides at the Chapter, will choose two 
priests, secular or regular, to act as tellers, without, howeyer, enter­
ing \\'ithin the precincts of the enclosure (can. 506, §2) (4). 

2 Cf. SCHAEIi'FER. Ve Beligiosis, n. 508, p. 248. 
:3 Pro\'ided, howeyer, that the delegate is not the ordinary confessor, 

who is prohibIted by can, 506 § 3; hecause the President or his dele­
gate are born scrutineers. 

4 The 8.C. of the Religious, in virtue of a decree of the 27th AUgllst 
1910 (AAS 11, 782), formally excludes the ordinary confessor from the 
duty of s('rutineers; not only that, but it even goes so far as to with­
hold hilll from accompanying the Ordinary when elections are being 
held within the community of nuns. With regard to these elections, 
the Codex lays down the provisions o<f canon 506, §3, but remains silent 
on the subjeot of diocesan congregation; however, we think it would 
he unwise to ignore the above norms, which can serve as guidance also 
for the religious who belong to Congregations iuris dioeces(!l!i. 
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VI. In the (ht~·s hefore thc enforcement of the the elec-
tion of an Ahbe,;,; not held under the pre,;idency (lf the Ordinary or 
his delegate \\ as held to he il1\'alid ; hut no\\'adays, ,;ince either 
directly or indin:ctly Can, sub, ~2, contain,; nothing tu the contrar~', 
it is to he held yalid, according to the prod,;;nn,; of Can. ] I. I-IO\H.:n:r, 
as Rertttti say,; (6), l11<: Ordinary of the plac<:, or th<: 
if the nun,; are ,;uhjcet to him a,; \\cll, can ask that th<: election 11<: 
held a11e\\' it it is held \\"ithout his kno\\"ing it or in his ah,;ence. 

cl) "If the HUllS arc su 10 fhe of II F!. Order. 
the rc.gular Superior f1rcsides". 

1. The election here referred to is the canonical e\:clion of the 
Abbess of a 1l1(Jna,;tery of nUllS \\'hu an.:' ,;uhject tu the juri,;diclioll :If 

a regular Superior, and therefore not uil(ler the iurisdiction of th'~ 

Ordinary of the place. (7). 

IT. The Regular 
dellcy u\'er the election,; in 

j urisllicliun:.ll directiun and prc,;i­
entitJeo; him to con\'oke the dcc-

toml a,;sembly, determine the day and the hour for the ekctiol1, 
designate the scrutineer,;, receiYe and record the \"otes, is';l1e ino;truc­
lion, achice, and \\'arninp.'s <1e<:111e(1 necessar~; or u,;eful fur the con-e"t 
management of the electioll. It "CelllS, too, that he is the jJ(:rsun 
cOlllj,etenl to cast the ,lecicling \"tlte :11 case of a tie after th<: third 
ballot. (cL Can. I()], SI, 1°) (8). 

e) "ill ,l'hich C((Se the BishoJl 11111.1'1 [le /lotilied ill dlle limc of ill( 
comillg electioll, alld Iz may, [(l!..!clhcr :,'ilh the rcii"iollS .\'1( , [,. 

presellt or sClld a. delegate". 
I. Sincl~, ho\\'e\'er, the local Ordinary has the ri,~ht to he present, 

;) Cf. GASP"\RRL I.e..1<' .. \'01. Y. ll. :1(jl:1. p. 10:,8: \'01. 1\'. ll. 17:18, p. 
574, 

G flERliTTL JlIsfiiuliol/f'" Tllli" e'II1f'fliri. 111. enp. liT. tit. 1 art. 1.. 
p. 51). 

7 Gregory XV ill hi,., Constitution 1I1S('IIlII/',ili §:i. :?-fl-Hi:?:? ""igned to 
the Ordinary of thp place the presidency OH']' the ejpetion of the 
Ahbes~ of ]111n" who are suhied to the jllrisdit:tion" of the regular 
Superior. This presidency ",,,as. in its stridC'st sense, takpll to mean 
a real presidency of esteem and direction. hut not of jurisdiction. 
whioh was entirely reserved for the rcgular ~uperi()r. "lit nempe qllietp 
et pacate electio flat, Ilullaqlle violentia allt ddeetus in ea ('ol1l111ittn­
tllr". Hut nmnlClay". as we have already seen. the ellti]'(, jllris(lictiOlI 
rests with the Ordinary or his dC'legatc; and not only that. hut 11(' 
has even the right to decide the election in the ease of parity of votes 
according to the prO\'isiol1s of 'canon ]01. §1, 1st. 

8 Of. CORONATA, Inst. 111'1'is Canonici, I, p. f):~8. 
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either in person or through his delegate, he should be informed in 
a<1nll1ce of the coming election. 

11. If the Superior has taken st<.:ps to notify th<.: Bishop, in .good 
time, of the COI1\'ocati()ll of the Chapter, and thc Bishop fails to attend, 
the Chapkr may then l,roc<:(:c1 \\'jth the <.:kction. On the contrary, 
if the Bishojl is not notified in time and does not attend, he GIn allnul 
the election, \\'1Iich \\'ill b<.: \'a1i<1, if not thus annlllle(1. 

f) "if lite' i>is/zoj) (omes ill jJcrsoll ill' jJrrsicics; so does his de/c.f;tlte". 

1. The Co(le C0111mission \\'as asb:c1 : 
1"Vhether, in can. ~2, the \\'ods: "secus, SUJlerior 1'egu-

la1'is; sed etiam hoe in casu Ordinarius tempesti\'e moneri debet de die 
et hora electionis, cui potest una cum Superiore reglllari per Se 
\'el per aliU111 assistere et, si assistat, I)raeeSse," are to be Ulvlerstoo(l 
to mean that the (Jrc1inary of the place may, but need not, he present 
in person or through another at the election of the Superioress in 
1110nasteries of nuns who are subject to regular superiors (e\'en exempt), 
and may preside, that is, go\'ern .the decl iOll, c'i ther in pcrson or 

through another; or only in person? 
The C0111m:ssion replied: in tbe afilrmati\e to the first part; '11 

the negati\'e to the second. That is, the Ordinary may prcside wheth,:r 
he he present in person or through another (W). 

En:n after this reply was given, there still remained SOl11e obscu­
rity concerning the nature of the presidency to he exercised by the 
()n1inary (r I). In H),'q the Code C0111mission \,'as asked: 

\Vhether the \\'o1'<ls "to , which occur in canon 506, ~ 2, 

a11(l in the interpretation of the 24th :\o\'., 1C)20, are to he ul1(lerstoorj 
a" (lesignaling a jJresidency of hOl1or or one of jurisdiction? 

The C0111mission replied in the negative to the lIrst part; in the 
ailir11lati\'e to the second (12). 

(to be contilllled) 

R. GAucr, O.F.l\J. CONV. 

9 Cf. \TERMEERSOH, De Ueliai(Jsis. IT, p. 6D-1. whel'e 0.ne can read a 
Heply given by the S.O.O. 

\0 Cf. A},s XII, 575; BOCSOAHEN, [, ean. 5UG; Per .. X. p. 252. 
11 Uf. IHED.-Fl'HR .. :1:\, nota 1; F'ERHERES . .lm;t. Can .. L 812. 
12 CL Cod .. COlll .. .ruly :lll, 19;$+: A.AS, xx\rl, ~Ht; BOl'SCAREN, II, 

('all . .'mu; Per .. XXILl, p. 1,17; '1'7,,' AIJI,'ricoJl JiJrtirs;lIdiClll Hrl:iew, 
XCI, 496j lrish Ecclesiastical Hrcord, ]9:3+, G38; ('{era!! He 1934, 
p. 491. 




