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GOLD AND SILVER COINAGE IN MALT A 
1530-1798: 

The Order's stand against falsification of money 

Michael A. Smt 

As SOOn as the Order of St. JOloo set float on Maltese soil it had 
to Icontend not solely with prolOlems of a financial nature ,which every 
constituted Government has faced before or since, but with :peculia'!" 
protblems of a monetary nature which, happily, are alien to most nations 
today. Hardly had the first hurdle, that oif being granted tihe sovereign 
privilege of minting ooins as had been the case in Rhodes,l been success­
fully overoome, than the Order was faced with 'Other monetary problems. 
There was the very thorny question resulting from the :over-circulation 
of fiduciary ,copper coins2 which the Order, at least for some decades, 
attempted in vain to redeem,3 and which brought much economic and 
s:ocial harm in its Wake. There were complex problems ;resulting from 
the debasing lof the standard coinage in the 18th Century and there were 
almost endemic ,problems due to the surfeit or scarcity of fractiona14 

and o1Jher currencies in the 'Island. Nor were these and other problems 
simply just IOf local1concem; it sometimes happened that eohoes of these 
problems reverberated beyond Maltese shores and, at least temporarily, 
strained 'relations between the Order and !Other powers, usually Sicily, 
the Vatican and, on some !occasions, Venice. ,one prOblem which the 
Order la! St. John attempted to solrve was the frequent circulation of 

1. See M.A. Sant, Coinage Problems Facing the Order 'of St. John in MaUa (:un­
published M.A. Thes'is, University of Malta, 1967), Chap. II, pp. 29-50. 

2. Accordmg to Neil Carothers, FroctionaL Money - A Hi,si1ory of the SmaLl 
Coins and Fractional Paper 'of the United States (London, 1930, p. 5) the not 
uncommon use of the term "tok€lIJi money" to distinguish fiduciary CO'ins from 
standard money 15 unsaticlactory and ev.en misleading since it conveys the idea 
that the coins are not money but mere substitutes for money. Caro<thers (p. 3) 
defines fiduciary coins as "coins whose money value is greater th<an their 
metal vaLue." 

3. M.A. Sant, "Mintin<gand Attempted Recalling 0-1' Fiduciary Copper Co'inage in 
Malta", Melita Historica VI, 1 (1972), pp. 60-80. 

4. Fractional currency may be defined as small changeolr smaLl coine generally 
used to eff.ect exchanges of goods and servIces in retail trade and minor 
eCO!llomic transactions. 
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234 MICHAEL A. SANT 

false coinage in the Maltese Islands. 11his included foreign as weB as 
local currencies; gold and siLver pieces as well as copper. 

Circulation of counterfeit coinage in Malta, or abroad for Itlhat 
matter, ·was IliO prerogative tOf the post-1530 period. More than fifteen 
centuries before the knights had set ·foot in IMalta we meet with a 
possihle case of falsifi:cation of money5 and in 1517, thirteen years before 
the arrival tOf rtihe Knights, the Island was flooded with a large quantity 
.of false copper pieces which, on the request of the Universita, was con­
verted into artillery.;pieces.6 Many were the ·cases of falsification of 
money in the post-1530 period whi·ch are richly dooumented in the 
Maltese ·archives. Here I will deal exclusively with the noble metal. 

As ·soon as the Order !began exercising luhe sovereignlprivilege of 
minting money in Malta it must have immediately legislated in an effort 
to protect its Icoinage from would-be falsifiers! Unfortooately no actual 
document lof tlhis nature has been traced .by the !present WTiter. The first 
Iconstitution of whioh we are aware, wherein claJUses against money 
if·orgers are inserted, is that OIf Gregory tCarafa (1680-90).8 The con­
stitutronsof Antonio-Manoel de Vilhena (1722-36)9 and that of Emalluel­
Marie de Rohan {1775-97)'O have also been preserved. But numerous 
Bandi and Prammatiche aJttest to the care taken by other Grandmasters 
to keep false or suspect money lout of circulation. 11 

Since the first days of the Order in Malta, foreign currencies, 
especially Sicilian, ciroolatedi freely together with the local coins. In 
1533, for example, probaibly before the Order .began eocerlCising iJts right 
of mintage, Sicilian money, classified under tOld and new, ·was serving as 

5. For 'a discussion of this question, consult Sant (1967), pp. 216-217. 
6. Ibid., pp. 27-28. 
7. So had previolUS rulers done. The Romans, though prone to debase their cur­

rency, took measures to protect it in their empire. The Norman William I 
(1154-66) and the Aragolllese King, Martin (1402-1409) ihad clauses aga'i:nst 
:!lalsifiers of money inserted in their constitutions. See P.P. DeBono Sornrnario 
deLVa storia deUa LegislaiZione in Ma,lta, (Malta 1897), pp. 148-150. 

8. NLM, IJibr. 1216, Leggi e Costituzioni pragrnai'icaLi ordinati dial Ser. Ecc. 
Gregorio Caraffa ... pubUcati sotto li 11 Setternbre, 1681. 'Titolo Vigesimo Quarrto 
"D'ell€: Monete, Alchimia, et aUre prohibittioni spettanti aUJ'arte delli Orefici", 
pp. 103-104. 

9. Leggi e Costituzioni Prammaticali Rinuovati, 7-iformati, ed ampliati dal Sere· 
nissirno, ed Eminentissirno Signor Fm D. Antonio Mianoel de Vilhena ecc. 
(Malta, MDCCXXIV), p. 131, XXIV, XXV and XXVI. 

10. Deb Dritto Municipale di MaUa. Nuova. Compilazicme con Diverse Altre Cos;titu­
zioni. (Malta MDCCLXXIV), Libro Settimo, Capo Settirno, p. 300 ff., "Regola­
menti Riguardo !agl!i. Orefici, Argentieri, monete, ed Alchlmia", Pa-ra. XXVII, 
XXVIII and XXIX. See also DeBono, p. 236. "Falsification of money was 
punished accoTding to the gravity of the ·crime, but the maximUlIll penalty was 
temporary imprisOIl1ment". This, as we shiall slee, is n{)ll; entirely correct. 

11. Th1s hardly applies to the Ordelr's gold and silver currency WIhlcih in the 18th 
Cenitury became badly debased in weight and standard. See Sant (1967), pp. 
263-280. 
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the medium of commercial transactions in these Jslands.12 Sicilian coin­
age, as mtght be eXipected, never disappeared cOl1ljpletely ,from Maltese 
Sihores. lBut in time 'Other ,foreign currencies augmented the local and 
Sicilian srtock. By 1609, /but pvobablyeven earlier,13 iOlne finds in local 
ci:r;culaUon German, Hungarian and Dutch 11halers ("Tallari") whose 
prOlVenaruce was .normally TUl'Ikish vessels falling prey to Maltese or 
~ightly corsairs. 1'1 Before being allowed free circulation such coins 
were 'Usually assayed and !hand-stamped with the emlblem of the reigning 
Grandmaster as a guarantee lof the:k genuineness. On 20 August 1609, 
G.M. AlopiJJ. de Wignacourt (1601-22) inf'olfmed ,the Y;enerable Council of 
the O:r;der that a large number of German and Hungarian Vhalers in local 
circul:l!tion were counterfeit pieces and, what was 'even ,worse, some of 
the framdulent coins had been cheekily hand-stamped with the fleur-de­
lys, emblem lof t1he reigning GrandmaSiter.15 ,It was agreed that the 
Grandmaster issue a Bando decreeing that:l!ll suspected coins would 
be taken to tihe Castellania for a general assay, after which all counter­
feit pieces would be destroyed. A Commission was nominated to see rUo 
the discharge 'Of 1Jhe Council's decrees and was urged to do its outmost 
to Ibring the guilty pers:on or persons to book. 1 G lMem:bersof the Order 
had within a period of three days, in virtue of thei'r vow of obedience 
and against penaltyo[ confiscation, to report to t1he Oommission the 
quantity 'Of tihalea:-s in their tpossession. 17 We are unfortunately unaware 

12. A. Mifsud, "L'Approvigionamento e l'Un'iversita ill Malta nelle Pass ate Do­
minazioni", Archivum Metitense Ill, 5 (1918), pp. 207 ff. 

13. Though it was 'customary to countermark tJhalers and possibly other fotreign 
coins wiJth the ,emblem of ,the ruLing Grandmaster, no earliier countermarks 
than WignacoU!l.'t's have been discovered. See V.F. Denaro, "Dutch Coin~ and 
Maltese Countermarks", Numismatic ChronicLe, Seventh Series, Vol. Ill, 1963. 

14. Tllte negligence of the Turkish Government in the 16th and 17,th centuries 'in 
matters 'concerning currency was 11iotol"iou~. As commerce required a stable 
monetary standard, the European merchants trading with the LevanJt had re­
cource to the expedient of introducing European currency into' Levarutine 
commerce. Co'iins were tmported ma'inly from Venice, Spain, Austria, Germany, 
Poland and Holland. See F.W. Hasl,uck, "The Levantine Coinage", Numismatic 
Chronicle (1929), 49. Quoted after Denaro, op. cit. 

15. Though Wignacourt mentions onJy German and Hungacian ThalerfJ, none of 
1Jhese coins have so fiar been: traced coUilltermarmed with the arms of the 
Grandmaster. The only such pieces so far di~c().vered have been Dutch ThaJers, 
whieh by the rm1iddle of the 17th centurry had ousted from the Levant the cur­
rency of other countries as money of account. See Denaro, op. cit. 

16. NLM, AOM 103, ff. 86v-87. The Commission wa~ made up of the Prior of 
Niavarre, Fm Bernardo d'Espelet,ta and the Bai1iff of Santa Euphemia, Fra 
Centorio Cagl1iOlo. 'Dheyhad " ... 0hLamati H esperti, e penti, che pareva a loro 
piii a proposito, eseguischino quanta ill sop ra, e procurino di sapere, trovare 
e provare li colpevoli dem gigli impune neUi 1Jallari falcl, e facdn.o risarcire 
it da'lllO e s.pese deUi colp,evoIi, e trovando, che ,siano deg;nj. di maggi01:' castigo 
ne facino relatione ra Sua Sig. mus. che provedera di glustitia ... ". 

17. Ibid. 
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whether the offenders were in fact traced for the archives are strangely 
silent. One suspects that the ouiliprits were themselves members of the 
Order floc it was much easier for them tlhan for anyone else to gain 
access to the Grandmaster's countermark. Indeed one often finds 
member:s IOf the Religron prosecuted for tampering with coinage. In 
iFebrru.ary '1539, [or example, Giacomo Blades was indicted with the 
falsification :of money and duly deprived of !his frlabit.ls On 22 June 
1584 the knights C. 'Pompeo Mormillo and Muzio de LigOlrri were alsto 
deprived of their habits for circulaJting false IcurJ:'encies. 19 11he same 
sentence was passed on 29th July 1604 on the Kni:ght C. Elida Solima 
who in February of the same year had; been charged witlh !having ooined 
false money in Sicily20 and on 2 September 1605 on Cesare Gmvina who 
was found guilty of !falsifying money and committing theft in Catania, 
Sicily. A Servant-at-Alfms, Alexander Pl"'oce, was also imputed on 20 May 
1609 witlh clipping gold Zecchini pieces. He was 1i>kewise deprived 'Of 
his habit and handed over 1:10 the !secular arm for furtJher punishment.22 

More members of the Order were in later years involved in the fal­
sification of mOll1etary pieces.23 

Clipping the circumference of g01d pieces was not a custom alien 
to the unscrupulous. On :becoming Grandmaster, Antoine de Paule 
(1623-36) found that most of the gold pieces circulating in the Maltese 
Islands were filed and tihus below the standard weiglht. He duly 
proclaimed in a Bando dated 10 July 1623 that no person was to accept 
in payment Maltese Zecchini, Spanish DoubLoons or other gold pieces 
without previously weighing 1lhe 'coins. OWners of filed coins had, within 
a period IOf two weeks, to take them to :the Mint24 and exchange them for 

18. NLM, L'ibr., 390, "Nota dei Detitti principali registrati nei Libri dei Consigli 
dell'Ordiue Gerosolimitano". 

19. Ibid. See I!lilso W. P{}rter, A History of the Knights of MlaUa or the Order of 
the Hospitajj of st. John of Jerusalem, Vol. II, (LondOJJJ 1858). 

20. NLM, Libr. 390 and 712; NLM, AOM 101, f. 11 Br. F.G.F. Furse, If Medagliere 
GerO'solimitano, ossia Raccolta delle Medaglie e Monete Coniate dai Gran 
Miaestri dell'Ordine Gerosolimitano in Rodi ed in Mal.ta (Malta 1864), p. 28; 
E.H. Fume, Memoires Numisnatiques de t'Ordre Souverain de Saint Jean de 
Jerusalem Illus.trees, avec res Medailles et Monnaie.s Fraoppees par les Grands 
Maitres de l'Ordre, Deux Ed., (Rome 1889), p. 18B. 

21. NLM, Libr. 390 land 712. . 
22. Ibid.; Pol'iter, p. 262. In NLM, AOM 228 (a) Caruso P.I, Tom II, 1600-1702, f. 

160 we also read under 10 September 1604: "Carcerazione d'al0Ull11 secolari per 
monetarij, tet deputazione di commissarij e perohe si dioovaJ ohe uno di essi 
vo1eva fur trndimenro in questa 'Citta." See also NLM, AOM 101, f. 79r. 

23. ill Ibid. 265, f. 52v, for exampLe, under 19 Augum 1701, we read, "Si da facolta 
al LUQgotenente del Yen. Prior di Messina, Comm. e Fra D. Andrea de Giovanni, 
di compila1l." proeesso, 'a profer.ir sentemJai diff. a co.ntm il sac. D. Gioseppe 
Panto imputato per ritagl1ator di moneta d''<lrgento.'' 

24. 'The site of the first Mint of the Order in MaLta is unkniown, but at oome time 
af1ter 1604 it was instaJlled at the head of Strada San Sebastiano, today Nos. 2 
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tlheiT equivalent weigiht in good currency. Severe penaltlies were con­
templated for offenders: a fine ,of 20 ounces or a sentence of two years as 
convicts on the Order's galleys. Knight Commanders would lose a year's 
seniority while Knights could be jailed focr: a period of six months.2

:; 

But there was no stopping the fraudulent and the speculative. 
Many ,sHver coins were found to have been filed as well. A Bando 
enacted on 7 IAUgiUSt ,1631 hy G.M. De Paula ordered ;that all gold and 
silver coins of one scudo and over we!l"e to :Be weighed by !both parties; 
in a transaction under penalty of C'omiscati.'on.2G 

On 18 April IB36, Dr. Montana, the fiscal lawyer of tlhe Castel­
lania inf10rmed the Venerable Council that fourteen counterfeit pieces-of­
eigiht Reali had been confiscated from one of the slaves 'Oif the Order. 
The C'Ouncil llinstructed Dr. Montana and the Commissioneil'ls of the Mint 
to proceed against those fo.und circulating false coins "even though they 
might lbe our brethren". Everyiliing possible had to be done to indemnify 
the general puiblic and safeguard regular cOlmmeocial transactions against 
bhe spread of such oounterfeit ooins.27 We are left in the dark on whether 
these investigations were successful or not. 

Twnty-eight years later the pieces-:of-~ight Reali were again in the 
news, many being found to :be bellOW the standard weight. So, by a decree 
in Council on 15 January IB64 and a, ,Bando published bhree days later, 
it was 'Olrdained that nobody should! dare spend, exchange, give in pay­
ment or keep in lone's possession pieces-oif-e1ght, half-pieces or smaller 
coins of this kind which were below tlhe Istandard weight. All such coins 
were to be taken t'O the Mint wHhin a fortn~ght to 'be exohanged for 
obher currency at the rate of 15 tari-4 grani :per ounce of silver. The 
owners ClOlUld, if they so preferred, ta:ke back the dipped pieces. Anyone 
intending to send abroad underweight coins had to hand them ,over to 
the Receivoc of the iD niversiUt; members of 1fue Order woce to hand 
them over to the Conservatore. Owners had the right Itn claim theiT 
money back ti:mmediately lbefore they were to embwk it for transporta­
tion. The Bando enacted, on the other hand, that nobody could refuse 
to accept in ,payment the new "oo1onnati" pi'eces-of-eight as these were 
of standard weight. They were to pass current if10r the same valiue as the 

and 3, Old Mint Street, on pali: of the s.ite of the first Auberge bliiLt by the 
French Knights' i'll Valletta. Of thif) first auberge we can still see the supports 
for the standards of the Langue and the Religiom.. These premises were leased 
by the French: latngue to the Treasury for 65 scudi per annum and hem the 
Mtnt of Zecca of the Order was set up until 'it was transferred to the Con­
servatoria, today the National Library, about the yeear 1788. Seee V. Denaro, 
"Th;~ Mini!: of Malta" in Numismatic Chronicle, Sbcth Series, Vo!. XV, 1955. 

25. NLM, AOM 255, f. 189v. 
26. Ibid. 110, f. 106v; Fmose (1864), p. 35; Furse (1889), p. 199; H. CaIleja­

Schembri, C.oins and MedaLs of the Knights of Malta (lJom.don 1908). Reprinted 
1966, p. 83. 

27. NLM, AOM Ill, f. 192v; Furse (1864), p. 35; Furse (1889), p. 199. 
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old pieces. The penalty for all contraventions against these orders. was 
confiscation of rt:Ihe money and a [me of 10 IQunces. 28 

The in1lI1oduction 'Of Venetlian Zecchini into the Island presented 
the Order with other knotty prolblems. There were individuals who 
refused to alccept these pieces f'Oif their CUrifent vaLue of 41 tari. A Bando 
issued 10iU 27 August 1681 hy G.M. Carafa (1680-90) .confirmed the old 
price and tJhreatellled offenders w~th prosecution.2~ iIn m90 it was found 
that false Venetian Zecchini were circulatimg in tihe Island alongside 
regular pieces. On 8 July the Grandmaster and ihis Council urged the 
officers 'of :the Castel1a:nia and the Commissioners 'Of the Mnt to in­
vestigate the matter caretiully. A special Commission was nomi:nated to 
report to the OOlUncil on its findings. "0 On 12 August tJhe oommission 
reported to G.M. Adrian Wignacount {1690-97)31 md the Council that 
the counterfeit Zecchini had not been issued by the Venetian mint at all, 
but had been minted elsewhere using a falke die. The Commissioners 
were informed that the supposed Venetian Zecohini had first made their 
appearance in the Levant, 'sent 1lhere in huge qumtities Iby some mer­
ohants. One of the Consuls for Goldsmiths and Silversmiths m the East, 
disoo,vedng that the Zeccthini were false, ordered rt:Iheir immediate return. 
The merehants had then tried to mduce a Levantine trader to circulate 
the money himseLf, which he refused to do. Other merdhants, however, 
unscrupulously under1toQik to do sO' themselves. SOlon vhe cOlUillterfeit 
Zecchm~ were freely circulating in the East and, in due course, a 
oonsignment had found its way to Malta.32 

It was further leamed tJhat tJhe Gturati of the Ullliversita had been 
tihe first to learn ;of the existence of the fake Zecchini m the Island. 
Having sent to Messina 4000 Zecchini entrusted to them by the in­
habitants to be exchanged for Sicilian ,S'ilver money, the Giurati were 
surprised to receive baok 124 pieces suspected to :be false. Some of 
these specimens were handed to the Master of The Mint, Carlo Trroisi, to 
be assayed and on dose examtnation it was found that some of the 
pieces, at least, were not above hoard. 33 The Commission, therefore, 

28. NLM, AOM 260, f. 177v; NLM Libr. 439, pp. 449-451; 738, p. 308. 
29. NLM, Libr. 149, p. 64. 
30. NLM, AOM 263, f. 73v. Cf. ibid. 1115, ff. 49v-50. 
31. CaTaia hJad died on 21 July. 
32. NLM, AOM 263, f. 73v. 
33. " ... Si fece la prova d'un Zecchi!llo col nome di Marc' Ant<mio di. quelIi, li qwali 

SOOlO sospett'i mtomo alla Bonta e ca ratio dell'oro e fuso una sol volta col 
solimato, manco gram cinque. 
Nel medesimo' tempo si fece prova d'un .a'itro v.ecchio, e <li piu perfetti, i1 quale 
teneva i1 medesimo Pe$o, e manC()1 quasi un grano, mett.endold. la medes'imo dose 
del sopradetto. 
Si prese pero quello, che fu troV'ato dove B03JThannd, i1 quale era si basso, e 
sel12la colore cll.e perde i venti tre caratti mettendol0 quattro VQlte a purificare, 
manco cocci se'i, che sono dli moneta corrente da cinque tart in circa. 
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advised Council to enact harsh measures for all those individuals keeping 
in their possession, spending 'Or receiving such defective coins. OWners 
of suspected pieces had either to taJke them to the Mint, 'Or at least 
reveal theirexisteoce to the Grandmaster. Council duly decided that in 
order to Lorestall the importation of more fake Zecchini /pieces into the 
Island, it was necessary to stop the circulation of the false ones in exis­
tence at the moment. All Venetian Zeoohini pieces, tiherefore, were to 
be taken to the Mint to enable the Order to control the quantity ood 
quality of such coins. 3

" Council entrusted tihe Grandmaster with the in­
fliotioil1 of penalties for offeil1ders, but on the morrow, suspecting perhaps 
that members ,of the Order migiht be involved in the scail1dal, Wigna­
court informed Council that he was unwilling to shouldelf sole reSIPon­
sibility for inflicting punishment. After further debate it was decided 
that memibers of 1:ihe Order, if convicted, were to suffer the loss of tw;o 
years' sensiority and have their money confi'scated.35 

A week later (21 August 1690) a Bando condem!l1ed the criculation 
of low-carat Zecclhini. Those in possession of such coins had, within a 
fortnight, to ,reveal their existence to the Master of the IMint. It was 
al~ established 1!hat if any of the two parties in a transacti'on disagreed 
on the rate 'of e'Xchange of the Zecc:hini, they woce both to consult 
either the Master of the Mint, or the Consul for Goldsmiths and Silver­
smiths or the puhlic store-keepelf 'Of wheat, Carlo Randon, all three 
experienced and !practical men who would decide IOn tihe genui!l1eness or 
otherwise of the Zecchini in question. Contravention of the said 
enactments meoot confitslCation of the money and a condemnation to ten 
years as oOil1victs on the Order's galleys.36 

The story did not end there. On 20 September Carlo Troisi, Master 
of the Mint, submitted a 'report to Council, calculating the expenses in­
volved in melting and minting a Ihundred Zecchini into MaLtese currency. 
He estimated a O'Olst of 1'6 scudi - 9 tari,37 ie. a loss ,of about 2 tari for 

Nelli primi dui e tanta poco la differenza che appena. si 'COll!osce. 
NI secondo, che tiene in se il medesimo peso, ma nella Bonta e 'inferiore ai 
pr'imi, onde stimo che questo sia dell'oro di BClJ~beria senza rafinato, meil1tre 
tiene ,il medesimo colore di quell'oro, non vi essendo de:ntro specie venuna di 
lega, perehe se ci fosse stata lega dO'VTebbe illlIlliIleare piu di 36 cocCi' per it 
tocco, CM fa illel paragone, non havendo mencato, come ho detto piu'.Jli::t~ctl ,S 
~"~~hl ~U~I~ 

34. Id" ibid. 
35. Ibid. f. 74r. 
36. NLM Libr. 149, p. 64. 
37. Nota deL Calx> che fanno U Zecchini francesi neL rafinwrlti: 

Per ridurIi alla perfezione di carruti venti quattro, calano 
uno e mezzo per cento, che sono 'in moneta corrente cinque 
£''Cudi e tre tari .. " ... " " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .............. "............ Se. 5·3·0 

Carlo nel traoogLiarU: 
Mancheranno una per cento in cirea ............. " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Se. 3·6·0 
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every ZecClhino. But as some of the 2,200 Zeochini f.0IUltld in ciroulation 
WOuld surely be of inferior weight or fineness, the expenses were bound 
to !be sOlIT1ewhat higher. 

Council deoided tlhat all the 2,200 Zecohini pieces were to be 
reminted into Maltese Zecohini with the stamp I(}f Adrien Wignacourt. 
Being of finer metal than the old Zecchini pieces, :they were to pass cur­
rent at 43 tari each.as Those who could not afford to wait until the new 
Maltese Zecchini pieces would be coill1ed, could, if they 00 desired, get 
tlhe equivalent value in other currency for their counterfeit pieces."" 

It took the Mint almost a year to 'complete the assignment. On 
8 August 1691 the general pUlblic was informed through a Bando that 
the Order hald minted enough Zecchini of standard fineness t'O cater for 
the needso.f the Island and Wlhioh would be excharJ!ged at the rate of 
43 c'Oiplper tari per Zecchino. AnYDne re£using to accept them or pre­
tending a higftler value than that stipulated would incur a fine of firve 
soudi. 04 And that is the last we hear of this protracted Zecdhini episode. 

No.t long after this, in 1694, the Orider discovered that some I(}f the 
Spanish Do.ubliOons in the IslaJnd were beIow the standard we~giht. These 
were witihdrawn firom circulation and kept in the Palace Tower. Soo.n 
after the number was augmented by light Doubloons sent to Malta by 
the Receiver of the Order in Marseilles, Commendato.r R:Clusset. Ex­
perimenting with ten such pieces, the Master of the Mint fo.U11d out 
tlhat the Order would make a proftt by melUng the saJd noulbloo.ns and 
remill'till1.g them into. Maltese ZeoohiniY 11he Venerable Council gave 
the necessary instructiJo.ns to this effect.42 Mo.re Spanish Do.ublioo.ns and 
other old Catalan coins ikept in ,the Tower were reminted into Maltese 

Spesa per ridurH. nelLa perfezione tra solimato, acqilllJ forte, 
ferramenti et <lltre ...................................................... .. 
Per aggiustarli secondo il peso della Zeccha, qual'i devono 
Il.lscire con dJ. peso a tutto rigoce ci :allldera un altro per cento 
Per manifatiura di ceUlito Zecchini ................................ . 

(NLM, AOM 263, f. 75v.; cf. ibid. 1115, f. 76r). 

1-6-0 

3-6-0 
3-0-0 

Scudi 16-9-0 

38. It was ,therefore Adr'ien de Wignacourt and not his successor P,~el1os who, 
contrary to what is believed by many a writer on the codln.s of the Order, first 
struck his Zecchini of finer metal. 

39. NLM, AOM 263, f. 75v. cf. ibid. 1115, f. 76r. 
40. NLM, Libr. 149, p. 65. 
41. See NLM, AOM 264, f. 38 v_ for the detailed caJlculations made by the Master of 

the Mint. 
42. Ibid. It [>: probable that the light Spanish Doubloons were minted into four­

Zecchini pieces, ,the £irst time ever these coins were minted in Malta. In fact, 
Wignacourt's fOlul"ZecchiUlli pieces bear the date 1695, Le. the year after the 
Council's decree. 
Calleja-Schembri (p. 8), says that the gold coinage of Adrie!ll Wignacourt mark>: 
a decided iJ:nprovement {)jIlJ the ,numP.£maUc art of the days of his predecessors. 
Lt differs from ,the earlier issues of ducats or Zecchini; 1n as much as these 
codln.s are thicker aJl1Jd 'the rim !as£'U!I11.esa gr£;ater importance. 
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Zecchini fol1owil1lg Council's decision on 26 February 1705 during the 
grandmastership of IRamon Perellos Y Rlocafull (1697-1720)43. 

Commerce flo.urished in Malta duping the tenure of office of tihis 
Grandmaster. One result was a crop of foreign ooins - Genoan Filippi, 
Venetian, Mi.lanese and FLorentine Ducats, Turin Doubl:oons, Louis d'Or 
and other pieces. Some of the rFilippi and Duca:ti, however, were found 
to Ibe bel'ow the standard weight. Accordingly, Ion 6 February 1715, 
Counoil deciced inter alia that the said coins were to :be assayed and 
classified according rtlo two categories of weight. Those frrom :tihree to 
twenty cocci lighter than the ,standa'l"d weight would oost their owners 
exrtlra payment of one an.d a half grains, 'for every missing coccio. Bwt 
underweight <coins by more than twenty cocci would be baJITed from 
ciI1culaUon. :A Bando to this effect was issued on ,the same day and 
was ciOnHrmed by another dated 19 February. Offenders were to incur 
a ,fine of 10 'ounces. 44 

The accession of Manoel de Vilhena {l722-36) to the sUlpTeme 
dignity of Grandmaster of the Order in Malta may be iS~id to mark a 
new era in the history of Maltese coinage. In gold, pieces !Of twelve, ten, 
rour, two and Qne-Zecchino value were srtlruck. The perfect execution 
of tihe gold coinage IOf the pociod has never been sU'l"passed in Malta 
for decoratirve beauty and magnificence.45 In the first five 'Years alone, 
De Vilhena strucik 200,000 ducats! 'Or Zecchini. A complete alteration in 
the silver C'oinage is also to be imputed to De Vilhena. The sil'Ver standard 
was raised and coins of various new denominations were issued. Very 
artistic and exquisitely-finislhed pieces of two scudi, and tari pieces, 
ranging in vawe from 'One to five, were s,truok and ploced in drculation 
a:n:d ,they gradually replaced the old type.46 

.It had !been 'originally intended to mint the silver eigiht-tari piece 
as well, :but strangely enou~h in minting this com 'the same die which 
had been emplQyed in minting the gold four-Zecchini pieces waJS used. 
This Icould have been a genuine mistake, Ibut, more probably, it was the 
result of a fraudulent act by 'One or more craftsmen at the !Mint. Soon 
enough various individuals were circulating ,the silver pieces for Zec­
chini. The Grandmaster was therefore obUgeld to issue a proclamation 
dated 22 May 1728 'ordering the immediate witJhdrawal from circulation 
of the sJlver eight-tari pieces and theIr conversion into other coins, 
under penalty ,of confiscation plus a fine of 10 ounces.41 

43. NLM, AOM 265, f. 132r. 
44. Ibid. 266, f. 138r; NLM, Libr. 641, pp. 293-294; ibid. p. 297. 
45. Calleja-schembri, p. 129. 
46. Ibid., p. 130. 
47. NLM. Libr. 429, p. 147; ibid. 142, p. 236. The silver etght-tari pieces wihich 

were returned to the Mint were re-minted ,into other silver coiIns. That is' the 
reaSOlIl why .these Villhena pieces wre Lndeed ¥ery scarce. Consult Fume (1889) 
p.256. 
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No gold coins of Grandmaster Raymond 'Despuig (1736-41) are 
known to have !been minted,48 :but foreign !pieces were in free circulation. 
In 1740 someOif these were found to be Ibelow the standard weight. A 
Bando of 6 June, therefore, ordered that: (a) gold pieces 'wlhicil were no 
ligbiter than :lii.ve cocci were to pass current at a loss 'Of one tari per 
missing cocci'o, whereas they could be refused if the debasement was 
more pronounced; (b) pledged pieces were to :be taken Iback in"espective 
of t1heir weight, otherwise thy could be re~u:sed even if the defidency 
was jUlSt 'ooe coccio; (c) eiVery collector lof the Order or the Univers1ta 
could refuse to accept underweight pieces; :(d) the weights used for 
assaying gold coins had to conIfonn in every respect with those !pre­
served in ,the Conservatoria of the Order; ( e) in case of any disagree­
ment upon the weight of gold pieces, the parties concerned were to 
abide by 1Jhe decision !of the Consul for Goldsmiths and Silversmiths; 
(f) nota.I1ies were prohibited from keeping in their offices other gold 
weights except those stated under (d). ,A fine of 10 'Ounces was stipulated 
for contravening any of the clauses of the Bando. 49 

Notwithstanding this Bando, however, confusion still reigned as 
a result of the different gold weights employed in commercial trans­
actions. The Grandmaster therefore decided to take finneT measures. 
On 10 September he ordered all those in possession 'OIf sUloh weights, 
whether for private or public use, to take them to the Mint within a 
period I()f three days, there to be cheoked and controlled in confrontation 
with 1Jhe standaxd weights kept in the Conservatory. To keep control of 
the situation the IMaster of the !Mint was requested to keep a note of 
indi'Vii<luals taking their weights for examination. A fine 'Of four ounces 
was inflicted for contravention. 5 0 

The Portuguese Grandmaster ;Emanuel Pinto (1741-1773) minted 
numerous coins during his long tenure of ofifice, but these show not 
'Only a maTked decadence in artistic taste but a pronounced deterioration 
in both weight and fineness. The story 'Of the debasement 'Of the standard 
coinage in the eighteenth century cannot !be recounted here,51 but foreign 
coins, too, where not always above board, and s'ome were occasionally 
found to be underweight OT ;patently false. In 1748 the Sicilian Piastre, 
a new coin which Ihadbeen introduced to make up somewlhat rOT the 
scarcity 'Of c'01n at the time, ,\vas found to be very irregular in weight. 
On 26 :Septem1ber the Grandmaster deoreed that such coins, if standard 
in weight, weife to pass current at 26 tari each.52 Between 1756 and 1764 

48. Calleja-Schembri, p. 145. 
49. NLM Libr. 429, p. 102. See also Archives of the Inquisiltor of Malta (AIM), 

"Memorie di Mons Ludovico Gual;tieri" II (1739-43), f. 609. 
50. NlJM Libr. 429, p. 106. 
51. See Sa'l1t (1967), Chap. VIII, "Debasement of the Standard Coinage", pp. 

263-295. 
52. NLM Libr. 429 (1744-56), p. 74. 
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various quantities and qualities of light and counrtoofeit foreign coins 
were withdrawn and togethe:r with some of the Order's gold !pieces, were 
coined into Maltese money; largely in new Louis d'Or and its half-value 
(20 and 10 silver scudi respectively).53 On 9 Decemlbea" 1765 a B.ando 
fixed the ,raJte of exchange 'Of foreign coins and in the same proclamation 
it ,was enacted that those pieces which were not of the correct weight 
were to lose 14 grains, :Maltese money, for every missing COcciO. 54 

During the reigns of FranceSiCO Ximenes de Texada (1773-75), 
Emanuel-!Marie de R'oihan (1775-97) and 'FeTdinand Von Hompesch (1797-
98) we find no recOlrd of any false or underweight gold or silver money 
in circulation. On 11 June 1798 the Order capitulated to tihe !French, but 
in just over two years, Great Britain became the new mistress of the 
Island. 

The problem 'Of false money in circulation, however, continued to 
exist. Counterfeit ,coins IOf varied provenance and denominaUon were 
circulaJting in 1802. MOIst common, however, were copper tan and silver 
six-tari pieces of the Order.55 On 23 October, Alexander Ball, Chief of the 
Maltese, issued a Pragmatic a warning the inhabitants to be on their 
guard against counterfeit money.5(; Hardly :two years: later, however, 
more false pieces were again in circulation, this time Sicilian two-scudi 
silver pieces and gold ounceS!. Ball was obliged to intervene once again 
on 4 April 1804 Ibut notwithstanding his Proclamation, illicit traffic in 
false coins continued unabated. In 1805 counterfeit silve.r scudi of De 
Rohan made their appearance. On 12 June Ball again wamed the in­
habitants to be on tihe alert and report immediately any suspect money 
appearing on the market. 57 

Tn 181,2 false Stpansh Pillar Dollars and other comsl were being 
circulated. A Bando of 11 September warned people not to accept a.ny 
counterfeit money, to hand such pieces 11:0 the official authorities and to 
report offenders.58 No ,record of those brought to Ibook, if any, has come 
down to us. The 'Coins 'of the Order Temained legal c'Urre'l1lCY well after 
that date, but wiJth the advent of British rule, ,however, local gold and 
silver coins !became increasingly :scarce. It is no wonder, thereDOire, that 
no fU<fther :cases of falsification of the Order's coinage have come down 
to us. 

Enough has been written in this paper to sh'ow that the average 
Maltese inhabitant during the rule of the Order of St. John was fre-

53. NLM, AOM 6409 b, CONT!. 
54. NLM Lib,-. 429 (1765·72), p. 19. 
55. The co'ins of the Ordell' l1ermained in cil'culation in the Maltese Idail1ds after 

the departure of the Knights. Copper remained legal currency ,until. 1827, while 
gold and .silver piJeces were vaLid meailliS of payment till 1886. 

56. NLM Libr. 431, P. 156. 
57. Ibid. p. 70. 
58. Ibid. p. 110. 
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quently eXlposed to the fraudulent and the unscrupulous, who were in­
tenrt: on maJlting illicit gains by the circulaHon of false cunency. But it 
has also been demonstrated that the administration of uhe Order, ever 
solicitous for the welfaa:-e of the people at large as well as for its own 
good name, never shirked its duty to keep faI.se currency at bay. The 
Order was even more heavily-taxed by the prohlem of false copper 
money in circulation, but the story of this other aspect of falsification, 
in many ways more illruminating and rewarding, will 'have to wait for 
another day. 

MICHAEL A. SANT B.A.(Hons.), M.A. is senior Lec1JUlier 'in History and Social 
Studies in Education in the Faculty of Education at the University of Malta. 



"GREAT EXPECTATIONS": 
AN INTRODUCTION 
Peter Mayo 

Manyoonsider Great Expectations to ibe Dickens' maste:rpiece. It 
is slUpel'bly funny, ps)"ooologicaHy very penetratiing, thematically perfect 
and morally 'solUnd. The novel may Ibe regarded as an indictment of 
Victorian society at large for its oomplacency, adherence to false values 
and its iobsession with material wealth. 

The theme is therefiore serious enough and the setting throughout 
rather sombre. What really mitigates the atmosphere of bleakness that 
pervades the norvel is Dickens' successful use of hUmolUr w1h:!ch many 
critias ,regaTd as the distincJ:i;ve feature of his work. The author employs 
humour in various ways. For instance, it constiltutes an essential element 
in his characterization. ,It is this aspect of Dickens' work which, in G.K. 
Ohesterton's words, enalbles him to stand peerless "in the art of '0on­
veying what a 1ffia!l1. 1000Iks like art: first sight". iMrs Jloe, Pip's ,sister and 
~ardian wiho is constantly 'on the Rampage' and controls the rest of the 
family 'by hand', is desoribed !by her IbJ.1other as foHows: 

"My sistBr, Mrs Joe, with b~ack hair and eyes, had such /al prevailing reooesfi 
of skin that I sometimes used to wonder whether it was possible she washed herself 
with a nutmeg-grater instearl of soap." 

Mr Purublechooik, the hilaJ.1iJous im:postor, is considered by Gissing 
to be a "SOUrlCe of inelXtinguiSlhable laughter". Orlick and his fellow 
rObbers sOlUght to silence him !by stuffing '"his mouth full of flowering 
annuals to prewent his crytng lout". At times, the effect is plUrely visual. 
Tirabb's bo~ willl1nger in the reader's memory as some kind of popular 
village character, parodying the gentlemanly airs of his social !betters. 
Wemmic:k will be remembered 1I10t so much :DOT his oibsessilon wiltih 
'pOlrtable property' as for the habit of allowing his arm to steal around 
Miss Sikiiifins' waist, only to be gently and decorously unWlound again. 

Dickens also dmws on humour to enliven his description of 
variOlUs scenes. One may point as an example to Wemmiaik's over­
elaborate dwelling. He has, Ludicnously conrvoerted a tiny cottage into 
what has turned out to be a parody of t1he Gothic castle. The dia10gue is 
equally hUm'o!rous throughout. Examples would include !Rip's highly 
imaginative account lof his first visit to ISatis House, all of which is pure 
falbrication;the aonvict's tmeats in the opening ,chapter which recall the 
swaggering, ranting bullies of the Pantomime and the sarcastic state­
ments included in Miss Havisham's wm, whereby !Miss Sarah oihtaiil1ed 

HYPHEN voaume ill Number 6 
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twenty-five pounds a year to buy pills, being bilious, while Miss Camilla 
got five pounds to buy rushlights "to put her in the spirits" when slhe 
woke up at night. 

Without such humour, Dickens' work would have been denied 
much of its vitality. Its function in the novel is that of providing comic 
relief, a welcome !break from the depressing scenes of poverty and 
crime.lMoreover, its strong presence in the opening chapters helps render 
Dickens' account 'of Pip'i9 'childhood psychologically very ,penetrating. 
One may ifefer to Pip's account ,of ,what he considered as tihe 'rouglh' 
treatment meted lout to him by the COllliVict: 

"The man, after looking at me for a moment, turned me: upside d'oi\vn, and 
emp,tied my pockets. There wa~ nothing in them but a piece of bread. When 11he 
church came to itself - for he was s'o sudden and strong that he made it go head 
over heels bed'ore me, ailld I saw the steeple under my feet - when the church 
cal.11e to itself, I say, I was seated on a high tombstone, trembling, while he ate the 
bread ravenously." 

P~p's account is humorous and here we are :provided with a clear 
example IQf the Ohild's tendency tlQ transfer movement on to the sur­
roundilllgs. In this respect, the account is somewhat reminiscent of the 
fiollowing lines from lBook One IOf WOl1dsworth's Prelude: "Yet still the 
solitary oliffs / wheeled by me -even as if the earth had 110Ued / with 
visible moHon her diurnal round." 

Dickens' insight into the p~yohologyofClhildren is best revealed 
in the second and third chapters. Pip :is a sensitive child and acutely 
guilt-conscious. As Angus Calder maintains, Guilt rather than Innocence 
is the moral element fof the child. Pip steals the pie from Mrrs Joe and 
is constantly haunted by the spect,re of himself as a thief. This is bril­
liantly bI10lUght out in the passage where 'he 1magines the cows, emerging 
from the fog, to greet him with the words: "Holloa, young thief!" What 
adds ;bo the signifkance IOf these words is the ;fact that ;Pip is albout 
to help an escaped convict. His guilt feelings reach their climax in the 
scene leading 'On to Mrs. Joe's discovery of the missing pie and the 
soldiers' inadvertent arrival at the Gargerys': 

"My Sister went ,out to get it. I heard her steps: proceed to the pantry. I saw 
Mr Pumblechook balance his knife. I saw re-awakening appetite in the Roman 
nostrils of Mr Wopsle. I heard Mr Hubble r,emark that 'a b~t of savoury pork pie 
would lay latop of anything you could mention, and do no' harm,' and I heard Joe 
say, 'You shall have some, Pip.' I have never beenabs01uteJ.y certain whether I 
uttered a shrilL yell of terror, merely in spirit, or in the bodily hearing of the 
company. I feU that I could b,ear no more, and that I must run away." 

The 'reader is allowed to feel the tension ,suffered !by Pip through­
out. 'Jihe child is on the verge of panic, gripped by the fear of being 
found out and the tension simmers to such an extent that he is com­
pelled to mn ,for his 'life'. His escape as lha1rt:ed by a group of soldiers 
and, once again, Pip',s guilt consdousness is SiO great that he imagines 
that 'One !Off them "held out a pair of handcuffs to me, saying, 'Here you 
are, look shaf!p, come on!' " 
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Pip never rids himself tOf the guilt complex. When a young man, 
he rebukes Ihimseltf for his hehaviour towards Joe and Biddy, although 
he never aJIters his condescending attitude. On the way to London, his 
remorse t5 so great that he contemplates descending fl10m the coach 
and walking all the way back to the forge for 'a better parting'. However, 
he spends too mOCih time deliberalting and before he reaches a decisi'On, 
the caach is already half way along the road to Londan. Guilt feelings 
are once aga<iJn aroused when news reaches him of Orlick's attack 00 his 
elder sister and of the discovery of a file lying next to her. 

These guilt pangs enable us to feel'tihe actual pulsation of Ftp's 
'inner life'. It would be interesHng to remark that E.M. F!Ofster cTiticized 
Dickens' novels preciseiy on the grounds that most of hitS characters are 
two-dimensional and therefQlfe laok an 'inner life'. This, of course, can­
not be true IQif Pip. NOtf is it true of Miss Havisham, an eocentrk lady 
whose charaoter admittedly verges on caricature. Slhe tnlhalbits a world 
of her own, the features of which are symbolized by the images 'Of 
decadence apparent throughout Satis House. Critics regard such images 
as the 'black f1ungus' and tfhe 'speckled-legged spidens 'with 'bllOltchy bo­
dies' as a reflection of Miss HavishaJffi's sick mind, symbols of her dark 
and putrefying emotions. Wemmick is another interesting dharacter. His 
obsession with 'portable property' and his advocation :of selfish art:­
titudes suggest that he is a mere cardboard figure, a tYlPical inhabitant 
of 'Little BriItain', and an tntegral part 'Of its legal machinery. But there 
is another side to hi'S character. Outside 'Little Britain' he is less clinical 
and therefore more humane. In him, as in Jaggers, we discover a split­
petfsiOnality, and this aspect of characterization once agatn reveals the 
quality od' the novel's psychologi:cal penetration. Characters like Jaggers, 
Miss Havisham and Wemmick are therefore exp1ared in greater depth 
than a strictly Itw,o-dimensi'onal figure would be. 

However, Forster's remark ,is very true of the majority of the 
characters in Great Expectations. They are flat figures exhibiting one 
dominant trait. This aspect 'af Dickens' novels should n'ot /be regarded as 
a weaknes!s'. 1F0r these 'tlhumb-nail sketches' serve to' provide tlhe wark 
with an infinite 'Variety whvoh is a proper reflecti'On of the infinite 
variety that is life irtself. Thmugh Dickens' sleight IOf hand, these cari­
catures create an illusion of life'ls richness. They people the canvas in 
such a way as to furnish Pip with a colaUJ:'ful background that thr:ows 
his own oharacter intO' sharper relief. 'f.he figures are memorable and 
include the ipatI'looizing LPumbledho'ok, boisterous Old Bill BarLey (',old 
gruff and grim'), the fawning Giorgiana ('an indigestive little woman 
who caned her rigidity herr love'), the mimicking Traibb's boy, Jaggers, 
forever throwing hts finger afiQund and washing :his hands, the stranger 
stirring his drink with a file, the tough high-shouldered IMr Hulbble and 
Molly, 'a wild :beast tamed'. The list is inexhaustible. 

It is IOften ar:gued that quite a few lof these characters, including 
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Miss Havisham, are not realistic. However, few can deny that characters 
like Pumblechook and Miss Havisham are memorable. Their success is 
partly due to 1Jhe imaginative treatment which DiJCkens affords them, 
whereby the reader is forced to allow that 'wiLling 'suspens~on of dis­
belief' that cihru-acterizes most works 'of art. Like the alchemist, Dickens 
succeeds in turning base-metal into pUlre gold. One also ought to re­
maI1k that most 'Of these Ichwacters are presented as Pip recalls tJhem. 
One would hardly expect him to recall much more than their dominant 
trait. Moroover, the entire novel Icentres around .Pip's education, a 
process which involves a troositilon £rom a shivering ohild with limited 
horizlonsto a snobb1sh youngster with ItheWlorld at hJs feet, finally lead­
ing on to his attainment of intellectual humility. As Isuoh, tlhe rest of the 
oharacters are subordinated to hilm, the only deve~opLng ch.aracter in uhe 
novel. This, however, does not justify Dickens' failure to conceive Estel­
la's character in the J"ound. One CanlIlot help feeling that :she, Hke Pip, 
ought .to jhave been a developing character. 

Estella is, in fact, presented as a straightflonvard type, a girl 
devoid of all tenderness oodcompassion, made to suppress her feelings. 
She i,s as c01d and detached as the stars which !her name suggests. The 
name 'Estella' may, therefore, be regarded as typical'ly Jonsonian. The 
Estella theme is quite unconvincing since lit is founded 'On Miss 
Havisham's eocentricity and her transition to a sympathetic person is 
too sudden. ,It is the result of her odd decision to marry the tough, 
pru-asitic and sulky Bentley Drummle. Yet her relationship with Drummle 
is not explored. We are therfloce deibarred from w~tneslSing a pr:ocess 
whicih brought about .such an important ohange in charalctetr. 1'he EstelIa 
theme may thetrefore lbe regarded as highly artificial and attests to the 
presence of a strong element of melodrama ,in Dickens' work. 

Great Expectations abounds wit:h passagels whkh may be dis­
missed as pure meliQidlfama and a case in point would be tlhe showdown 
between EsteUa and !Miss Hcwisham in Chapter 38: 

" 'So p~oud, so proud!' moaned Miss Havisham, pUSih'ing away her grey hair 
with both her hands. 

'Who 1JalUght me to be proud?' returned Estel1a. 'Who praised me when I 
Learnt my lesson?' 

'So hard, so hard!' moaned Miss Havistham with her former action. 
'Who taught me to be hard?' returned Estella. 'Who praised me when I 

learnt my lesson?' " 
The rhetoric is highly artificial, in a passage which provides one 

of the very few instances where EsteIIa gives vent to the frulStrated 
paSSions liur1king beneath iller sUlrflace of rutJhlessness, pride and propriety. 

The EislteHa tJheme inevttably leads tio the consideration of another 
aspect of Di0~ens' nOlVel - Plot. It is often argued that Dickens' plots 
constitute one of the least successful features of his work. For instance, 
Estella's tragic melodrama does not lead to its logical conclusion. She 
was mrn out of tragedy, lived tragi!Cally and should therefore have come 
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to a tragic end. Slh:e is also the primary source of Pip's illusions. There­
fore, one feels that a regenerate Pip, admittedly a sadder but wiser 
perSian, should have had her completely ban~shed from his life. More­
over, tlheir final meeting, which is purely accidental in that Pip visits 
a derelict Satis House fohlowingan absence of siXJteen years, is hardly 
convincing and may be regarded as a ooncession tlo public taste. Dickens 
had been publishing the novel in serial form and acted on the advice 
of his publisher, Bulwer Lyttoo, who !believed that the haJl)py ending 
would satisfy the taste of tihe Victorians better than the more appro­
priate tragical conciusiJon which Diokens had lotriginally planned. Dic:kens 
can therefore be talken to task for having pnostituted hts art. 

One can .point to iOthetr sno!ltcomings in D1akens' plot. As with 
Hardy, it relies too heavily on coincidence. For instance, 'Estella, the 
object of Pip',g :desire and the soUtrce of change in !his aspirations, happens 
to be the dauglhteT of that very same lConvict wlho is Pip's Ibenefactor. 
CompeysOlll, the man who finally betrayed Magwitch and who had 
originally fought h~m on the marshes, was tihe suitor who jilted Miss 
Havisham. The deus ex machina element is employed freely as when a 
note discovered jby Herlbert PiOloket allows Trabb's boy to turn up un­
expectedly at Sluice HOUiSle and resoue Pip. Coincidences such as that 
involving the relationship between Estella and Pip allow Dickens to 
make ample use of irony, a very implotrtant element in Great Expectations 
since it is closely related Uo the novel's tiheme IOf false pride. It is iIfonic 
that the excessively proud Estella, the evil Isource responsible for 
activating the dark spot in Bip's character, was 'the daUg1hter of none 
other than a jail-bilfd and a murderess. 

CritLcs poi.!l1t to a i£urther wea:kness in Diakens' novels. His exces­
sive use of pathos pfIOmpted them to accuse him of sentimentalirty. Many 
of his dharactetrs sob frooly. One may refer as an ,example to the many 
convicts Who, lilke Magwitoh, rcceilVed their' death senteoces at the Old 
Bailey. Their contrasting ifeeilings and emotional states alI'e evocatively 
described and such paitihos may be excused on tihe grounds: that it 
enhances the 'Scene's realism. Equally rouching is Dic1rens' description 'Of 
Mrs Joe's death which somehow parallels another famous deseri.ption 'Of 
his, that of Stepjhen Blackpool's rescue and passing away in Hard Times: 

"They 'OOrried ihdm very gentliy along the fields, and down the lanes, and 
over the wide landscape, Rachel always holding the hand "in hers. Very few 
whispers broke the llltOurnd'ul silence. It was SO'OI1 '3. mournful proeessioo.. The star 
had shown him where to f1nd the God of the poor; and through humility, and 
sorrow, :and fo.rgiveness, he ihad gone to his redeemer's Irest." 

Sum pathos may be t!OO explicit to satisfy the modetrn taste Wfhioh 
demands subtlety in tihe conveyance of feelings. Hiowcvetr, there lis pathos 
of a graver kind in this novel. The peaceful death of Magwitch, a man 
more sirm'ed against than sinning, has a subtle dignity which gives the 
entire scene a tragic air. The huJ.;k;s, ,graveyard, Newgate and the overall 
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bleak setting also suggest sadness, wlhich is the prevailing mood of this 
novel. This aspect of Dickens' art is no doubt spoilt by the novel's COl11-

ventional ending. 

The distinguiSlhing :note of sadness provides a clear inditcation a:; 
to the seriiousneStS !of the novel's tiheme. Throughtout this novel, Dickens 
e..'lCposes the inhumanity and complacency of a Victorian middle class 
wholly given to materialistic values. It is a society which places great 
importance on money, or 'portable property' as \Vemmick calls wt, s.ought 
through the efforts of the labouring classes 'of which oharacters like 
Biddy and Jloe Gargery are representative. In Londion, Pi'p and his :fellow 
parasites thrive on money wh10h ~s not the product lof their own en­
deavours but someone eLse's. The idea of 'portable pl1operty' (Siocial 
historians prefer the term 'movable property') was very much an illusion 
which even members of the oppressed classes harboured. Mrs Gargery, 
for instance, 'enj!oys asserting Iher dignity in public, carrying sundry 
articles !On lher trips to [own "mUloh as Cleopatra or any sovereign 
lady on the Rampage migtht 'exlhibit her .wealth in a pa;geant or proces­
sion". Magwitch, for his part, aspires to the ideal :of that very same 
social class wlhidh rendered him an outcast. ,Instead of contributing to 
its overthrow, si11lCe its interests run 'contrary to thnse 'of his down­
trodden class, he imbues its 0'WIn fa1se rvailUes,oherishing the ambition 
of making 'a gentleman', dn the Victorian sense of the w;ord, out of Pip. 
If there need be pl100f that siociety ibrainwaslhes its !Own outcasts, then 
Magwitch provides it. 

Closely Hnked with 'portaible property' is Itlhe idea of acquisitive 
gain which inevitably breeds seIfislhness. And selfdsh Icharactem ab,ound 
throughout Great Expectations. M~ss Havislham is cr.-eady to putrefy a 
young girl's emotions to .satisfy her perverse whims. Pip is selfish in 
pursuit of material gain, to 1Jhe 'extent that he almost renounces his close 
relations who become mere country cousins in his eyes. Part of his 
moral improvement rests in the selfl'e!ss attitude shown towards Herbert 
and Magwitch. The theme of selfishness is best eXlpcr.-esseid Iby Wemmkk, 
inside Little Britain: 

"CholOSe your bridge, Mr ~ip ... and take a walk upon your bridge, and 
you know the end of 'it. Serve a fr1end with lit, ,and you may lmow the end of it 
too - but lit's a less pleasant and profitarbIe end." 

Sel1iishness is related to othe!f vices in ,this novel, partkula;rly 
expLoitation. Dickens must ihave 'regarded the vice as a hallmark of 
Victorian society at large. This was a pertod when criminals were de­
ported with a view to peopling the new colonies. Childiren were often 
victims ofexplloitatlion in a society ['endered infamolUlSl thr:ough Lhe 
establishment of several workshops which thrived on Child-labour (cf 
Oliver Twist). Estella is expl'oited by Miss HaviSlham tio su1t the latter's 
whims. Pip is likewise e,xploited by this woman who derives immense 



GREAT EXPECTATIONS 251 

pleasure from seeing Estella hreaik his heart. Pumblechook is equally 
guilty of exploitation. An impostor, !he poses as the s'orurce of Pip's 
newly-acquired gentlemanly status. 

This status renders Pip a rather proud y,oungster. lFall5ie Pride is 
a very important theme in this nlo'Vel and both Estella and Pip are 
guilty in this respect. Ever since Estella deplored !his coarse hands, 
Pip aspired to !become a gentleman, feeling dissatisfied with his pro­
letarian background. His wOl'k at the forge (became an embarassment. 
His newly-acquired pride as a gentleman eV1entually turned Siour on him 
as [he disoovered that Magwitch was his benefactor. Estella's haughtiness 
is likewise run[1ounded, a murderess and a man of vilolence beimg her 
parents. The point Dlckens is trying to make is that any society whioh 
prides itself !on its unearned prosperity has no legitimate cause to do so. 

The 'Little Britain' theme sheds light on another unsavoury 
aspect of VictJorian society. It is a society which: shows no mercy t:o­
wards those individuals it rejects and starves to death. Whatever his 
good intentions, a criminal is regarded as a criminal and is Judged ac­
oordingly. While he would have accepted Miss Havisham as his be­
rrefaJCtoress, Pip recoils at the idea of :being patI10nized :b~ a jail-bird. 
Herbert reveals a similar prejudice when refusimg to occupy 1fue chair 
Magwitch :had just vacated. And yet criminals like Magwitch and Mony 
and all those· who soibbingly received ,their sentence at the Old Bailey 
were halfdly mo:re guilty than the Oompeysons, Havishams and Pumble­
ch oaks of the Victorian world. MoIly was a murderess, literally taking 
someone else's life. Miss Habitsham's mime was 'haTdly less !hideous in 
that she destroyed the soul of a destitute young girl, denying her all 
those qualities oharacterizing a ihuman bemg.If anything, the oOllwiots' 
guilt is extenuated by 1fu'eir 'own poverty. Reading 1Jhrouglh the no~vel we 
become aware that, in Victorian 'S,ociety, only the rich can enj'oy justice. 
The poor are nearly always hard done by. But they can always suffer 
their misfortunes with dignity as Magwitoh does when Ihe is formally 
doomed: "I ihave reoeived my sentence from the ALmighty but I bow 
to yours." 

Dickens' denunciation of Victorian complacency and :brutality is 
naturally motivated by positive principl'es .of conduct, Isruggested by a 
regenerate Pip, ,ready to help Herbert and to devote himseLf entireJy to 
Magwitch's :cause. But perhaps tlhese Iprinciples find their perfect 
emhodiment in Joe Gargery, an 'honest-to-goodness' character. He has 
no notions of artificiality, looking like 'a scarecr;lfvv' in ht5: SlLl1day best 
and appearing quite at home in his working doii..~es. He may be loo:;::ed 
upon as the pers1onificati:on of moral dignity and humble worth. In Biddy's 
words, he is "a worthy, worthy man ... who ever did his duty in his way 
of life, with a strong hand, a quiet tongue, and agentle ~}!~a:rt"~, ;Hev.,ras: 
tolerant towards the slhrewish Mrs Joe and' the insolent gnown-ulp' Pip' .. 
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When the recaptured convict admits to having eaten the pie, he replies: 
"God km{)WS you're welcome to it - S{) far as it was ever mine ... We 

don't know what you have done, but we wouldn't have you starved for it, poor 
mi~erable fellow-crootur - would us, Pip?" 

Perhaps Fyodor Dostoevsky had J oe Gargery in mind when he 
acknowledged Dickens as "that great Christian'. 

PETER MAYO B.A.(Educ.)., is a 'teacher with rthe Dept. Oif Education. 



A SIMPLE GUIDE TO THE 
U.K. COMPANIES ACT 1981 
E.A. Fava 

With the aim 'of harmonising company accounting in Europe, the 
European Economic Community published a document known as the 
Fourth Directive. This Directive is binding on all memlber ,states'. As a 
result, the 1981 Companies Act was enaJCted in order to bring into U.K. 
Law the requirements of the Fourth Directive. The 1981 Act introduces 
some fundamental accounting cttanges. The ohief ,changes may be sum­
marised as the: 
(1) setting of accounting pr;Lnciples. 
(2) laying down of detailed valuation rules in V.K. for ,the first time. 
(3) settilng out of fixed formart:.s in wh'ich accounts arre to be drawn up. 
(4) requiring of additional disclooures. 
( 5) mcrease ,in iniformation in the directors' report. 
(6) 'allow'ing of less detailed Ia'ccounts by medium-sized and small companies. 
(7) giviIllg of finrundal assi&tance for the purchase by a cOtrnpany of its own shares. 
(8) purchase and redemption by a compalllY of its own shares. 
(9) disclosure of interests iin ~hares. 

1. Accounting Principles: 

(A) The Act sets out the accounting principles to be followed 
in the preparation of all a:ccounts. These aTe: 
i) The compaJny is t'O be corusidered as a going concern. 

ii) accounting p(}lic.ies are to be cOl1Jsistently applied. 
Hi)' an item~are to be prudently detel"1Illned; in particular 

(a,) only those profits which are regarded illS realised by generally 
accepted accounting principles are to be included iilt the accounts. 

(b) taU 1fabil'itiesor losses which have al'if;en or are l.ikely to arise 
should be taken int'O account. 

iv) -revenue and charg,~ are to be included irrespective of the date of payment. 
v) component parts of each asset and liability are to be treruted &-eparately and 

not as a whJale. 

(B) As one can see the first f,our 'Of these principles ag,ree witlh 
the fundamental accounting concepts already in practice, namely, the 
going !Concern concept, the consistency concept, the prudence concept 
and the accruals concept. The fifth principle Cv albove) is almost new 
since its f,oribids ,items being treated in aggregate. Henceforth, fixed 
assets and investments will have to be treated separately. This principle 
is familiar with regard to the valuation of stock, where individual stock 
items were valued separately and not as one gloibal iStoOk. 

HYPHEN Volume lIT Number 6 
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2. Valuati,on Rules: 

(A) The Act lays down two sets tOf detailed rules ~or the valuation 
of particular assets and liabilities, namely, 
i) The h]storica1 cost accounting rules. Here valuations are based on purchase, 

or in the ca~;e of manufacturin'g, on production cost. 
ii) The alternative accounting rules. Here items are stated on 'll! current cost basis, 

OIl' in:a mo're limlited way, on a revaluation basis, OIl' on other bases. 

i(B) Historical cost rules pTovide that assets are recor:ded in the 
accounts at their original purchase price or production 'oost. These may 
be reduced by aPPliOpriate depreciation provisions. Production cost 
means the purchase price of raw materials, !pLus :other direct costs, plus 
a reasonable 'Proportion of dndkect 'costs that relate to the period of 
production, plus any interest on capital horrowed to filIlance the pro-
duction of the asset in question. ' 

(C) Fixed Assets must be redUlCed Iby provisions for depreciation 
computed in \Such a way as to write off thei'r oast or price, less the 
estimated sorap value, lover their useful lives. Fixed assets iIIlc1ude in­
tangihle aJSISets, long rt:erm investments witlh limited usetiul.economic lives, 
and purohased goodwill. As regards purchased goodwill, this must be 
written off over a period estimated by the company's diTectors as its 
useful econlOmic Itfie~ The ciirectors must !State !the reasons for their 
estimated Period. 

(D) Stocks are to be valued under one of tine follo:wing, which-
ever is appropriate to the company concerned. 
i) Firm; iin, first out (FIFO) 
ii) L8JSIt in, first OIUt (LIFO) 
in) Weighted laverage 
iv) Any simil:ar method 

(E) [n :addition ,to historical cost, assets may be vallUed at cur­
rent oost or any other accea>table valuation. The rules allow 'oompanies 
to use current cost accounts as their main aocounts. Atlso, they permit 
toogible fiXed assets to Ibe valued at market vaLue, while investments at 
market value lor at directors' value. ,Jf the revaluation oreates a \Surplus 
(:or deficit) this should be transferred to a revaluation reserve. This 
seems to lbe iIIl direct ,conflict to the treatment of write doWllls under 
the historical cost rules, where any permanent reduction in value of any 
fixed asset has 1:10 !be provided for by being dharged to the profit and 
loss 'account and disclosed in the notes to the accounts. 

(F) Where the alternative rules are used, rde;preciartion balS:ed on 
the revalued amounts is to be used. However ,!both the equivalent 
historical oost amounts iQor any difference hetween historical cost and 
the revaLued amounts) and the depreciation based on the [historical 
cost mU!st ibe disclosed. 

It is accepted that some difficulty may be encountered when it 
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becomes necessary to identify the historical cost:of .assets which had 
been revalued in the past. 

3. Fixed F'I):rmats: 

(A) Companies are free to use anyone of two fi,xed formats, 
provided that once a particular flOll'mat has been adopted it is not to be 
ohamged unless there are special reasons to do so. :If a change does take 
place, then details of the change ood the reasons £0[' it must :be disclosed 
in the accounts. These formats give the miJni:mum details to be disclosed; 
thus, it is left at the discretion of tJhe d1rectors to give more, if they 
so wish. Comparative figures must /be shown and 1]0 !Set offs are <per­
mitted between assets and liabilities or revenue and expenditure. 

Cl8) The two ibasic formats for the pnofit and loss acaoUll'llt are: 
one suitable fD[' a retailing bUlSiness and the other suitable fur a man­
ufacturing concem. Both formats may !be presented either in a ;v1ertical 
or horizonJtal flOiI"lll. The two formats, iJn vertical form, are reproduced 
hereunder. iIn general, a profit and loss account must Sihow: 
i) profit or loss f,rom ordinary activities before amOfUlI1ts transferred 1(:0 

'Oir from !l'eserves, and 
ii) total amount of dividends paid or proposed. 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 

Retailing 
1. Turn.over 
2. Co&t of SaLes 
3. Gross Profit (Loss) 
4. Distribution Costs 
5. Administrative Expenses 
6. Other .operating dncome 
7. lncome ~m cl:1ares in group c.ompanies 
8. Income fruin shares -in related c.omp'anies 
9. Income from Oither fixed asset investments 

10. Other interest receivable and sinnilar inlCOme 
11. Am.ounts wirtten .off investments 
12. Inte'l"est payable and si!lll!i.lar charges 
13. Tax 00 profit (loss) .on .orclin!ary activities 
14. Profit (loss) .on .oroinary activities after tax 
15. ExtralOirdinarY income 
16. Extraorddna:ry charges 
17. Extraordinary profirt (l.oss) 
18. Tax .on extraoroinary profit (loss) 
19. Other taxes not shown under above items. 
20. Profit (lioss) fur the fiJnJancial year 

MANUFACTURIING 
1. T.um.over. 
2. Change in stooks of finished g.oods' and work in pr.ogress. 
3. Own w.ork capirtalis,ed. 
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4. Other operating income. 
5. i) Raw Mcrtermls and ,consumables. 

ii) Other extema~ charge:;. 
6. Staif costs: 'i) Wages and salaries 

i'i) SociaL security costs 
id.'i) Other pension co~ts 

7. i) Deprecation and other amOlUl11ts wIli.tten off tangible and intangible assets 
ii) Exceptional amounts written off current asoots, 

8. Other operating cilarges. 
9. Inc(}me from shaves in group compan'ies. 

10. IncOl11'e from shall"es m related companies. 
11. Income from other fixed illS set investments. 
12. Other interest receivabLe and ~imilar 'income. 
13. AmOUIllts written off investments. 
14. Interest payable Illnd similar dharges. 
15. 'I\aoc on profit (loss)' on ordinary activities. 
16. Profit (loss.) on ordOOlary activities after tax. 
17. Emaordtinary income. 
18. Extraordinary charges. 
19. Extraoroinary profit (loss). 
20. Tax 00; extraordinary profit (Loss). 
21. Other taxes nOlI: shown under the Illbove items. 
22. Profit (lo&'» for the fina!Ilcial year. 

(C) The two basic fomnats fior the Balance Sheet arc one in 
vertical form and the other in ihorizontal form. There is basically no other 
difference between the two formats. Hereunder is the Balance Sheet 
formalt in vertical form. 

R.<\.LANCE SHEET 
(A) Called up shall capital not paid. 
(B) Fixed Assets: 

1. Intangible Assets: 
i) Development costs 

ii) Concessions, patents, licences, trade marks and simiJ,ar rights and assets. 
liIil) Goodwill. 
iV) Pa~ments on account. 

2. Tangible Assets: 
i) Land and buildings. 
ii) P~ant and macllinery. 

Hi) Fixtures, filttings, tools and eqmpment. 
iv) Payments on account and a.ssets in oourse of construction. 

3. InveSltments: 
i)' Shares in group companies. 
i'i) LOOM to group companies. 

Hi) ShllJres in related companies. 
iV) Loons to related companies. 
v) Other investments other than loans. 

vi) Other loalllS. 
"'ii) Own shares. 

{C) Current Assets: 
1. Stocks: 

i) Raw materials and collisumables. 
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'ii) Work in progress. 
iii) Finished goods cmd goods for res.ale. 
iv) Payments on a'Ccount. 

2. Debtors: 
i) Trade debtoTs. 
ii) Amounts owed by group companies. 
iii) Amount:; owed by related companies. 
iv) Other debtors. 
v) Called up share capitaL not paid. 
vi) Prepa)iments and !accrued income. 

3. Investmen.w: 
i) Shares in group companies. 

'ii) Own shlltres. 
Hi) Other investments. 

4. Cash at bank and in hand. 
(D) Plrepayments and accrued income. 
(E) Creditors: amounts fallimg due within one year. 

i) Debenture loans. 
ii) Bam:k loan'5 and overdrafts. 

iiJ.) PaymlOO,ts received on account. 
iv) Trade cr.editors. 
v) B'iLlfJ of eX!Chalnge payable. 
vi) Amounts owed to group companies. 

vii) Amounts owed to related companies. 
viii) Oilier creditors including taxaltioll1l and social security. 
'L'{) AccnuaLs and deferred income. 
x) Hire purchase, 'current iIIlIstalments. 

QF) Net Current Assets (liabilities) 
(G) liotal assets less CUl1J.":ent lia:bilities. 
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"CH) Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year. 
i) Debenture loans. 

ii) Banik loall1S and i()Ner:drafts. 
Hi) Paymenlts received on account. 
iv) Tmde creditors. 
v) BilLs of exchalll!ge payable. 

vi) Amounts owed to group companies. 
vii) Amounts owed to related companies. 

viii) Other creditors including taxatiolll and ~oci'al security. 
ix) Accruals and defenred income. 
Xi) H.P. liabiLities 'after one year. 

{l) Provisions for liabilities and charges: 
i) Pensions and sim1lar obligation~. 

ii) Taxa-tion, lincluding deferred taxation. 
Hi) Other provisions. 

CJ) Accruals and deferred income. 
(K) Ca:pital and reserves: 

i) Called up share capital. 
ii) Share prernillum account. 

iii) RevaLuation reserve. 
iv) Otlher reserve<i: 
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(a) Capital redemption reserve. 
(b) Reserve for own shares. 

E.A,·FAVA 

(c) Reserves prov.ided for by the artices of association, 
(d) Other xeserves. 

v) Profit and lo.SS account. 

4. Di scl.osures 

(A) The diSIClosures required under the previous Companies Acts 
are reSltated in 1:!h.e 1981 Act. In addition, the Act lays down 1:!h.at the fol­
lOwing disclosures are required by way of Dlote to the accounts, and 
not merely stated in the dkectors' report. 

i) the accounting policies· used in the accounts. 
'ii) the repla.cement cost o.f stooks at the balance sheet date, if iI:Jhis is materially 

different from t1he historical cool; !C\!S sho.wn in the !C\!ccounts. 
'iii) the analysis of turnover both by geographical market and by class of business 

activity. 
iv) details by mo.vements of alL fixed assets, including lintangible 'assets and long 

term investments, during the year. 
v) details o.f shares and debentures! allotted during the year. 

vi) the period within wmch development costs are to. be written off; aloo the 
reasons for capitlalising such costs. 

vii). the aggregalte lll1alrket vruue of listed inv:estments!: if, however, the market 
value is ihi:ghier than the Stock Exchange V'a1ue, both values have to be dis­
closed. 

vi'ii) de1JaHs of ilIny security given to creditors. 
ix) detaHs of any pem .. ion commitment, disclosing any amounts not provided. 
x) details of other financial commitments not alI1eady provided for, and which 

are relevant to. the co.mpany's rad'fa.irs. 
xi) the average number of employe...~ in total and for each catego.ry. AlSo., wages 

and salaries, mcial .security !and otlher pension 'costs have robe disclosed. 
Xli) lJh:e historical cost of revalued assets. 

5. Directors' Report 

(A) With regard tlo the Dilrectors' Report tJhe foIlowtng changes 
need to !be known: 

i) the report must contain "a fair revJew of the development of the businesS! of 
the compan.y and its subsidiaries during the financial year ... and of their 
positio.n attlhe !Cnd of it ... " 

ii) deta'iLs of any acquisitions of the company's 'own shareS! made during the year 
must be disclosed in t1he report. 

iii) .stateme.nts, probably in broad rerm>;, have to be disclosed, showing: 
(a) particulars of important eventsoccuring since the, end o.f the year. 
(b) !an 'indicatioo o.f likely future developmi€lnts. 
(c) an indication of researcih and development. 

(B) Details of (a) turnover, 'Cb) profit, I~C) shares and debentures 
allotted during the year, and (d) em'P~oyee numbers and costs are no 
longer requtred in the directors' report as these ha:ve il1ICXW to be mcluded 
in the notes 1:10 :the accounts. Mso, the disclosure lof eXJports is nJO longer 
required. Furt!hermore, directors' interests in the company'ls sihares can 
be inoluded in the notes to the accounts, so that all financial information 
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may be presented as one whole. , , 
(C) The :Act requires auditors to :report any inconsistencies be­

twee~ the dir~ors' report and phe accounts. 

6. ~Iooifietl. Accounts 

(lA) 'Small or medium-sized oompamies are allowed to file modi­
fied ~ounts with the Registrar of Companies; however, full statJutl<>ry 
accounts must still be prepared for shareholders. 

(B) A company is considered to be either small or medium-sized 
for a financial year if it satisfies for that year and the previous year at 
least two IOf :the following: 

SMALL 

under £1,400,000 

" 700,000 

" 
50 

TURNOVER 
TOTAL kSSETS 
A V£R:AGE NUMBER 
OF EMPLOYEES ON 
:A WEEKLY BASIS 

MED1UM-SIZEID 

UJrlder £5,750,000 
" 2,800,000 

" 
250 

(C) A small company needs to file neither !the profit and lo.ss 
account nor a directors' Il"epo.rt. 1t is only required to file a modified 
balance sheet and notes referring to the following: 

i) accountingpolicies 
li) share capitJa.l 

tii) detail£of shaI\e allotments 
tv) aIliailysis of 'creditors and debtors 
v) basis of exohange of foreign currencies. 

(D) A medium-sized company enjoys only one exemption; it c~ 
file a mo.dified pOOifit and loss account, rtlhat is 'Omitting details of tum­
over ma~gins. A full balance sheet has to Ibe filed. 

(E) The auditors have to submit a special audit report con­
firming that tlhe company in question is permitted [0 file modified ac­
counts. A:lSlO, they have to set out a full audit report on the, share­
holders accounts. 

(if') Public companies and certain othe!l" ,OOID!Panies (banking, in­
surance and shipping) are not to be treated as small Oil" medi!UJ11-sized. 
Furthermore, certain Ibal1ikio:1g, insurance and ,shipping companies may 
still prepare tJheiT aocounts under the old rules. They are exempt fl10m 
the Fourth !Directive. There are also different rules ,f,or inrvesrt:ment 
comparnies. 

(G) A company is considered as dmmant if during any pe!l"iod 
no accounting transaction ocours. Sudh a company is relieved from 
havirng its accounts audited if a special resolution to this effect is passed. 
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7. Financial Assistance 

(A) PreviQusly nO' cQmpany was permitted tQb:uy its Qwn shares 
Qr to prQvide any assistance for dQing SQ. NQW the 1981 Act allows, fQr 
the filrst time, a private cQmpany to' assist the a:cquisitiQn Qf its O'wn 
shares, sUlbject tQ adequate safeguards fQr creditO'rs. On the O'ther hand, 
it is stiH nO't permissilble for a public cQmpany to' provide sum assistance. 
The Act, however, sets Qut general exceptiQn to' t!his basic prahibitiO'n, 
fO'llowed by additiO'nal 'eOCceptiQns for private iCQmpanies. 

(B) The fO'llowing main exceptiO'ns to' the !basic prQhibitiQns ap­
ply to all cQmpanies, if: 

i) the assistance is incidental to same larger pUrpO&0, is givcn in good fa'ith 
and in the interests of the cDmpany. 

ii) the Drdinary husiness Df the cDmpany 'is the lending Df money, and the lending 
is effected in the ordinary CDun:e Df business. 

Hi) the prDvisiQn Qf mDney for the alCquis'ithm Df fully paid shares is made under 
an employee share scheme. 

iv) lQans are made to' employees (nDt director~) in order to' enable them to buy 
ful,ly paid shares in the cDmpany. 

(C) Assistance may be given as in ,(Bn), (iii) , and (iv) a'bove, 
only if it does not reduce the ,cQmpany's net assets, or 

if it does, the assistance is CQvered by distrilbutable profits. 
(D) There are alsO' exceptions for thQse transactiQns which CQuld 

be construed as financial assistance but whioh are allQwed 'or required 
elsewhere; these are dividends, bonus issues, schemes Qf arrangement, 
etc. 

(£) The fQllowing addititOnal exceptiQns are granted to' private 
cQmpanies, subject :to' certain safeguards. These exceptiQns apply where 
the assisrtail1iCe is given t'Oa third party for tlhe acquisitiQn O'f: 
i) its shares 
li) shares ,in its ,holding company, prDvided 

(a) the holding company i~ 'a private company. 
(b) any intermediate hQlding company is a private cDmpany. 

(F) The safeguards referred to' in E above are: 
i) the cDmpany in general meeting must pass a special resolutiQn llppro\ljng the 

assistance. Where t11,3 oas~is,tance is for the acquisition Df shares by a third 
party in the ho1<iing company, speCial resolutions are also required from that 
company and any intermediate holding company. 

'ii) 'all the 'dJirectDrs must ~ign a srta,tutory declaratiDn that the company will remain 
sQlvent immediately af·ter the g'iving Df such assistance, a.nd ,that it will remain 
sO' for the following year. In the case ,of a company aSslstilng the acquisitiDn 
of s11:ar,es in its ho1<iing company, all the directors of the holding CQmpany 
(and aW thDse Df any interrned'rate hDlding 'company) must make a similar 
declaratiton about their company. The declaration mmt give details of the 
assistance to' b,3 given, the business of the company and the person to whom 
the assistance is to be given. 

ii'i) the cDmpany's oalU!ditQrs must make a report stating toot they had checked the 
affairs of the company, and in their op'iniQn, there appears nothing in the 
director's declaration to' be unreamnable. 
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8. Purchase and Redemption of own Shares 

(A) The 1981 Act substantially alters existing company law with 
regard to repayments lor reductions in capital. The new act allows 

i) all companies to issue redeemable shares of any class and redeem them out 
of ,di~tnbutable profits or the proceeds of a fresh issue. 

ii) all companies to buy the,i.r own shtalres for canceUation out of distributable 
profits or Uhe pro<ooeds of a fresh issue. 

iii) private companies to redeem or buy their own fJhares for cancellation out of 
capital. 

(B) Only ,fully paid shares may be ,redeemed or :purchased iby a 
company. However, a company Ican pay up any unpaid capital out of 
reserves, whtch are available ,f'o[' the Ipurpose. Then tlhe redeeming or 
purohasing can take place. 

(C) Shares of any kind may be redeemed, not necessail"ily re­
deemable preference shares, provided that (a) Itheoompany has other 
shares wlhich are not redeemable, and Ch) the Articles olf Asso,ciation 
authorises ,such redemption or purohase. 

(D) The :overriding prill1ciple go,veming the redemption is that 
no loss IOf capital should take p[a:ce. Therefore, shares may only be re­
deemed out IOf (a) distributable profits or (b) the pIioceeds of a fresh 
issue. In addiUon, if the redemq:>Uon is out of profits,an apPT!opriate 
amount must be transferred to a Capital Redemption Reserve. 

(£) Any :premium paid on redemption must be paid out of (a) 
distributable ;pa:1ofits, lOT ~b) the pmceeds of a fresh !issue of shares to 
the extent tlhat the origi!l1:al shares were issued at a premilUln and that 
premium has not yet been utilised. 

The old rules (nOiW repealed) allowed the premium to be paid out 
of the share premium acoount. This is no longer lPossilMe, altlhough re­
deemable pmference Ishares issued before the 1981 Act came into force 
may still :be redeemed under the old rules. 

(F) Purchase of shares out of profits IOf a new issue. 
1) .Previously it was not a?oss~ble for any company to 'billy its 'Own 

,shares, the reasons being that &liCh a purdhase 'Would :reduce the 
capital available :tior the protection of creditors, and t'O prevent a 
company Nom "trafficking" in its own shares. Now, under the 1981 
Act iboth public and private companies may 'Puochase their 'Own fully 
paid shares either 'Out of Kiistributable 'ProOts lor out of the :proceeds 
of a new issue. As soon as :such shares are purchased tlhey have to be 
cancelled. 

2) The purahase of shares is conditioned by the foliowing: 
1) there mUSlt be an advance authorisation by:the memberslO!f the company. 
i'i) the purchase must follow the same accounting rules as ror the redemption 

of shares. However, any costs other than the purchase price has to be paid 
out (}f distributable profits. 
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Hi) the purchase cannot lJe ,effected if such a transaction results in the com­
pany having onLy redeemalJle shares in issue. 

3) With rega:rd to the advance authorisation by the memibers, this de­
pends on whether the shares aTe ooughlt tIhl1O'Ugh the Stook Exchange 
or through an Unlisted Securities !Market; that Js, a "market-pur­
chase" or bought "off the market". 

4) If it is a "market-pmchase" the authorisation has to he obtained 
thl1O'Ugh the memlbers in general meeting. Such an oothority may be 
general, :or ,specific, and it may be subject to conditioll1$!. It may be 
varied, revoked or renewed by the company in general meeting. It 
must speoify the: 

'i) maximum nuanber of shares to be bought. 
i'i) Irnini:mJuJm and maximum pr~ces lat which the shares coUild be bought. 

iIi) exp,iry date od' the authorisation, which should not exceed eighteen months 
after the passing of the rresolution. 

5) If it is an "off the market purchase" the advance authorisation must 
be obtained hy a special resolution at a general meeting. 75% of the 
votes cast at the meeting are needed fort!he approval lof such a 
resolution. A copy of the purchase cOJ:ltract, o.r a wri1lten memoran­
dum of its terms ,must be availalble for inspection by the memlbers 
at least fifteen days benore the date of the meeting, and at the meet­
ing itself. ,Furthermore, the names of the members IhoJding the sha:res 
which are to he bought must be 'Specified. In the case of an "off 
the maJl"kert purchase" !by a public company the resolution must set 
the tiJme limit for the completion ,of the purchase, Wlhich limit should 
not exceed eighteen months. 

6) The Registrar of Companies must Ibe informed with:in 28 days of 
any pUI"lchase by the company of Hsown shares. The in£ormation 
must specify the: 

'i) number and nominal value of eac1h class of shares bought. 
fi) date on which they were received by the company. 
In the case of a public company the information must cOll1tain the 
following additional details: 
ifi) aggregate amount paid for the shares . 

. 'Iv) maximum and minimum prices paid for the shares jn ,each 'Class. 
7) A copy IOf the pmchase contmct must be retained £Qir a period of ten 

years S,ol that members may inspect it, in the case of a public C'OIlll­

pany the contract is to be availa:ble for the public as well. 
(G) Purohase or Redemption out of Capital 

1) The 1981 Act has brorwght about lOne of the majm changes to existing 
company law-:Thjs isth~ innovation where a plrivate company can 
now redeem or buy its own shares for cancellation lOut of capital. 
This means thart shares can be bought IOr redeemed even where the 

. distrilbutable profits! and/or the proceeds of a new issue are lower 
than the purohase price of the shares. This d1fference hetween the 
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redemption or purCihase price and the sum of the distributable profits 
and the proceeds of a new issue is l1:erm~d "the permissible capital 
payment" ood thus it Tepresents a reduction of capital. 

2) The permissible capital payment has to be appToved by a special 
resolution at a general meeting; its approval depending· on a simple 
majority, /but the votes IQf those shares which are tihe subject of the 
resolutiorn have to be ignored, unless they are against the resolution. 

The following is a suggested guide as to how the Profit and loss 
account and the Balance Sheet may be presented. 

SUNNY SIDE LIMITED 

Profit and Loss account for the year ended 31 lVlarch 1983 

Turnover 

Cost od' Sales 

Distribution and Administrative Expenses 

Other operating income 

Income from Fxed Asset Investments 

Interest payable on loan 

Profit on ordinary activifies before tax 
Taxation on ordinary activities 

Profit on ordinary activitie8 laiter tax 
Extraordinary charges after tax 

Profit for the year 
Dividends 

Retaiu€d profit for year 
Retained profit brought forward from last year . . 

Retained profit crurried forward 

Notes 

2 

3 

4 

5 

(3 

7 

8 

9 

1983 
£ 

600,500 

460,000 

140,500 
101,500 

39,000 
2,000 

41,000 
1,465 

42,465 
1,200 

41,265 
20,632 

20,633 
2,400 

18,233 
10,800 

7,433 
22,075 

29,508. 

---

1982 
£ 

565,000 

435,000 

130,000 
90,900 

39,100 
1,700 

40,800 
1,550 

'12,350 
1,600 

40,750 
20,375 

20,375 

20,375 
8,400 

11,975 
10,100 

22,075 

---
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SUNNY SIDE LIMITED 

Balance Sbeet as at 31 March 1!l83 

Notes 1983 

Tangible Assets 
Investments 

Current Assets:: 
Stock (goods for resale) 
Debtors 
Cash & Bank 

Creditors: 
Amounts f·aIring due within 

one year 
Net Current As~ets 

Toml assets: less current liabilitte,s 

11 
12 

13 
14 

15 

Creditors falling due after one year 16 

Fixed Assets: 
Capital Reserves: 

Called up Share Capital 
Profit and Loss Account 

17 

£ 

25,690 
18,370 
25,469 

69,529 

22,016 

The following notes f.orm part of the accounts: 
1. Accounting Policies: 

£ 
35,995 
14,000 

49,995 

47,513 

97,508 
8,000 

89,508 --

60,000 
29,508 

89,508 

£ 

20,130 
17,954 

5,247 

43,331 

18,936 

1982 
£ 

43,680 
16,000 

59,680 

24,395 

84,075 
12,000 

72,075 --

50,000 
22,075 

72,075 

a. There were no changes in the accounting !policies during the 
year. 

lb. The ;financial statements have been prepared on tihe historical 
cost accounting basis. 

c. Depreciation is provided to write 'Off the cost, or valuation, 
less the estimated residual values of all fixed assets over 
their expected useful lives. Depreciation is calculated as 
shown hereunder: 

'.Leaseholds 
Fixtures 
Vehicles 

cl Stooks are stated 
value. 

2. Turnover: 

3% per annum 
10% p.a. 
20% p.a. 

at the lower of cost and net realisable 

a. Turnover represents sales to loutside customers. 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
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b. AnalyStis Iby activity: 

Gents' Wear 
Footwear 

Analysis by market: 
V.K 
Europe 

Distr~bution and Administrative Expenses: 
Distribution Costs 
Administrative Expenses 

Distribution oosts include: 
Depreciation Ion Vehicles 

Admini·stratton Expenses include: 
Depreciation on leaseholds 
Depreciation on fixtures, etc. 
Loss on disposed vehicle 
Auditlors renumeration 

Opemting Inoome: 
Rent rreceived fr:om sublet 

Income from fixed asset investment: 
Dividends rece1ved 

Loan Interest: 

1983 
£ 

451,650 
148,850 

600,500 

326,990 
273,510 

600,500 

30,460 
71,040 

101,500 

2,800 

585 
1,740 

100 
3,000 

2,000 

1,465 

265 

1982 
£ 

392,000 
173,000 

5G5,OOO 

400,675 
164,325 

565,000 

25,790 
65,110 

90,900 

4,000 

585 
1,476 

2,600 

1,700 

1,550 

The Loan, wlhichcames 10% interest p.a. IS repayable witJhin 
five years. 

TaxaUon: 
Taxation is Ibased :on the profits for the year. 1983 1982 

£ £ 
Oorporation tax at 50% 20,632 20,375 

ExtmoI1Clinary charges: 
ClOSing down of a retail branch 2,000 
Damages, court case 400 

2,400 



266 

9. 

10. 
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Divddends: £ £ 

'Preference : paid 800 800 
Ordinary interim 5% 6% 2,500 2,400 

: final proposed 15% 13% 7,500 5,200 

10,800 8,400 

Employees: 
Staff costs consist of: 

Wages and Salaries 70,250 66,293 
Social security costs 7,336 7,237 
Othar pension costs 3,864 3,130 

81,450 76,660 

The number of empLoyees averaged 20 per week during the year. 

Offke management 
Sales & Distriibution 

Directors' renumeration consists of 
IFees 
01Jher emoluments 
Pensions to former directors 

Tangible Fixed Assets: 
Leaseholds Fixtures, 

etc. 
At cost: £ £ 
1 April 1982 19,500 14,760 
AddiHorns 2,640 

19,500 17,400 
Disposals 

Total at 31 :March 1983 19,500 17,400 

No. No. 
8 6 

12 8 

20 14 

£ 
15,560 

2,540 
2,000 

20,100 

Vehicles 

£ 
20,000 

20,000 
(6,000) 

14,000 

£ 
14,200 
3,000 

17,200 

Total 

£ 
54,260 

2,640 

56,900 
(6,000) 

50,900 



THE U.K. COMPANIES ACT 1981 267 

Depreciations: £ £ £ £ 
1 April 1982 4,000 2,580 4,000 10,580 
Disposals (800) (800) 

4,000 2,580 3,200 9,780 
Provided during year 585 1,740 2,800 5,125 

Total at 31 March 1983 4,585 4,320 6,000 14,905 -------_. --
Net book values at 

31 March 1983 14,915 13,080 8,000 35,995 

Net book values at 
31 March 1982 15,500 12,180 16,000 43,680 

12. Investments: 
At oost: £ 

1 April 1982 1'6,000 
Additions 4,000 
DiSlposals (6,000) 

Tiotal at 31 March 1983 14,000 
--

13. Stocks: 

14. 

15. 

Stocks would amount to £28,720 if valued at net realisable value 
(1982 - £22,006) 

Deblloirs: 1983 1982 
£ £ 

Trade debtors 13,715 12,683 
Prepayments <.md income due 4,655 5,271 

18,370 17,954 
---

Creditors: 
Amounts falling due within one year: 
Trade Oredito~s 9,761 8,854 
Social security 599 632 
Pl1oIPosed dividends 7,500 5,200 
Expense Acoruals 156 256 
Bank Loan 4,000 4,000 

22,016 18,936 
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16. Creditors falling due after one year: 
£ £ 

Bank Loan 8,000 12,000 
The bank loan is at 10% p.a. interest and is repayalble in annual 

instalments of £4,000 each. The current year's port1on is shown 
under creditons falling due wilthin 'One year. 

17. Called up Share Capital Authorised Issued 
(fully paid) 

1983 1982 1983 1982 
£ £ £ £ 

8% Preference S:haresotf £1 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000 
Ordinary Shares of £1 60,000 60,000 50,000 40,000 

70,000 70,000 60,000 50,000 

18. There is a contract for capital expenditure amounting to £16,000. 

Author's note: 
This oontributi'On has been writrt:en with the sole !purpose of meet­

ing the minimum needs 'Of 'A' level students. It is neither a compreihen­
sive nOT an authoritathne exposition of the ID.K. Companies Act 1981, to 
WlhiJoh Teference muSlt Ibe made. For obvious reasons certain other pro­
visions, tihe director's and the audito~s' Teports, and th'e statement of 
sources and applicati'On IOf funds have been omitted. 

E. A. FAVA A.A.A.I. 'is Head, Department of Accounts, the New Lycoo.m (Arts), 
Msida, Malta. 



LA COlvlPOSITIO'N FRANCAISE 
Alfred FaIzon I Frank Gatt 

(Rappel: Oxford Loc:al Exam'iJn:ations, Advanced Level French. 
Time allowed: It hrs 
MaximUJrn mark: 40 
Paper IV 
A choice .of essay titles, ~ix in number, is provided, with a flamJge which 
allows' descriptive .or nlaI'rative essays. 
Length: Between 250 and 300 words). 

Rour )"edigeer votre COMPOSITION FRANCAISE il faudra: 

(1) Lire le sujet et le comprendre. Une lecture 1tI10p raJpide, une erreur 
d'interpretatiolIl. peut conduke a Itraiter un tout autre devoir que 
celui qui est propose: erreur fatale au candiJdat, caT elle est 
generalement sanctiOlIlnee par la note zel1o. 
Un isujet de composition francaise est l'equivalent d',une dionnee de 
probleme: il cOlIltient ,les elemelIl.us qui vous conduiront a repondre a 
la question plOIsee. nest donc essentiel de n'en oublie:r aucun. 
Consacrez dix minutes environ cl cette etude. 

(2) Rechercher des idees. Deja en lisant le texte ,vous avez probaJb}ement 
quelques idees sur ce qU',on vous demande d'e~rimelf. Notez-Ies 
telles quelles. 
Un mot suffit pour les fixer rrupidement ~un mot, une note breve, 
un exemple). 
Accordez-vous une dizaine de minutes de re£lexion OU, sans rien 
rediger, V10US vous contentez d'enriahir ces notations :rapides. 
Quand l:es materiaJux ,sont suffisants, faites-en la 'critique afm de ne 
garder que ce qui Iconvient au sujet. 
Puis claJssez, en les numerotant, les idees reten:ues, afin d'esquisser 
le plan que vous aJdoptez. 
Ce n'est que lorsque ce plan sera dresse au mains dans Vlotre esprit, 
que vous pourrez, sur une auure feuille de Ibroruillon ,commencer a 
rediger V10tre devoir en vous servant continuellement de vos notes. 

(3) Faire le plan. Certains sujets comportent l'indkation d'un plan. 
Suivez-le! 
D'autres ne l'indiquent que tres vaguemelIl.t (le sujet abstrait, par 
exemple) ou pas: du tout. 11 faut, d'apres votre etude du texte, 

HYPHEN VoIume III Number 6 
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d'a!P'res la documentatio:n dont vous disposez, eta:bIir un plan qui 
satisfasse aux eooigences suivantes: 

- [Poser la quesHon it traiter: 
(a) decrire quelque chose ou q:uelque'un; 
(b) !raconter un certain fait; 
(.c) explique!r ou ,prouver quelque chose. 

- Exposer les aspects, les faits ou les arguments dans un 
ordre Logique: 

Ca) dans l'ordre croissant d'interet et de valeulr. 

L'IntroducHon 

Elle pTepare le leoteur it ce qu' il va lire: elle l'inrorme du sujet 
traite, pose le probleme, IOU onnonce ce qui va etre demontre. Elle 
contient done le ISlUjet, mais ne presente aucune reponse aux questions 
qu'il pose ni aucun arguJInent permettant cette reponse. 

Le Dcvee10ppement 

Il doit C'omporter autant de paragraphes que de points de vue ou 
d'arguments aCQ'Ompagnes des exemples destines it les eclairer. 

Respectez l'ordre C'roissant dans l'importance des idees. 
Passez d'une idee a l'autre par une transition. 

Ln Conclusion 

Ehle doit !resumer le contenu du devoir en insistant et en terminant 
sur l'essemiel DU, suivant le cas, sur la 'reponse it la question posee par 
le sujet. 

Hest prudent de soigner p8lrticulierement l'introduction et la 
conclusion. Par l'une on s'assure l'attention du correcteur, par l'autre 
on confirme sa bonne impression. 

(4) Travailler le brouillon. Quand le sujet est rectige au bmuillon tcut 
n'est pas fini. Il fautcoI1riger ce brouillon avec attention: 

- chasser les repetitions (une faute de style) 
- choisir des mots precis et expressifs 
- respecter les accords de personnes 
- respecter la oO!l1Jcordance des temps des verbes 

equilibrer les plhrases, placer les complements par ordre 
d'importance 
eviter les hanalites, les "cliches" 

- etablir lestransitions manquantes 

(5) Recopier le devoir. Rendez sensible la separation des paragraphes 
en marquant hien le retrait a l'alinea. Vous ne Isauriez trop veiller a 
l'ecriture, it la ponc1:uation, a l'ortographe, des qualites qui 
entrainent le oorrecteur it I'indulgence, yoke a la geneoosite. 
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(6) Relire le devoir. Une rature de la dernU~re minute, nettement faite, 
n'abime pas un devoir soigne. 

(Alfred Falzon) 

Votre conccption d'unc pcrsonnee cultivee 

M. Nodier etait hibliothecaire. Trapu -comme un montagnard, 
joues ecarlaJ1:es, l'oeil vif, le Bourire 'bonhomme, Jean Nodier paraissait 
trente-cinq ans, en avait quarante et un et donnait l'impression d'etre 
centenaire. 

Encore tres jeune, il avait montre une grande aptitude innee pour 
l'instruction. Jean avait un [aible pour les li:vres. Plus il lisait Iplus 
cette soif devenait inextinguibile. Non qu'il trouvat aucurne aide de la 
part de ISles parents: entierement illettres, ses parents le considerait un 
faineant qui perdait son temps en des lectures inutiles. Le seul en­
couragement -veniat du Pere Ange, cure de la paroisse ou v1vait la famille 
Nodier. Graceau talent de Jean et a la reoommandation du Pere Ange, 
le jeurre Nodier continua ses ebudes dans -urn seminaire. Tres tOt i1 s'etait 
affiTme et distingue comIDe le ohampion des jours des pdx. En outre, il 
trouvait le temps de se meler aux autres etudiants: il aimait beaucoup 
les sports et le theatre. Ses etudes termineeset sa \11ocation du sacerdoce 
epiusee, IOn l'tli of,kit le poste de biibl10thecaire dans le .meme seminaire. 
11 l'accepta de bon coeur. 

On disait que M. Nodier connaissait parfaitement tous les livres 
de sa bihliotheque. Sans doute ne perdait-il pas le temps de glaner toute 
SIOrte d'dnformation. Son plus grand plaisir etait d'entreprendre des 
etudes pensonnelles sur n'importe quel sujet. Les etudiants le considerait 
comme une vraie miniere d'information uoujours a leur disposition. On 
le voyait qui 'expliquait un prolbleme de mathematiques a ,un eleve ou qui 
choisiSlsait un livre d'histoire pour un autre. Car, tout en etant tres in­
telligent et cultive, it etait demeure humble et disponible. 

De retour dhez lui, il consacrait bien des heures aux autres arts: 
la musique, la peinture et la poesie. Il ipassait des heures entieres a 
ecouter des loompositions classiques. Cela lui chatouillait le coeur outre 
mesure. C'etait, disait-il, Ciomme etre transporte dans un paradis terrestre 
sans tumultes et sans preoccupations ou la pa1x etait le seul ordre du 
jour. En :ouitre il ne pecrdait pas l'occasion d'assister a des concerts. Apres 
la musique, la peintUire. Son oeil critique, son gout raffine lui permet­
taient de dherir un Rembrandt ,comme une Divine Comedie; le,s jeux de 
couleurs, les nuances artistiques, les lumieres et les ombres lui 
reservaient une sensation surhumaine. Mais son .pLus grand plaisir etait 
la poesie, car les vers constituaient une vraie quintesseruce :de musique, 
de pemture, de slCulptme. Les Alexandrins souples de Victor Hugo 
tenaient beaucoUJp de la douceur de Debussy; le Parnasse avalit tranSf0l[l11e 
la poes~e en une vraie sculpture oil abondent les emaux et camees; l'art 
d'un Dante ou d'un Ariosrte reussit a transformer sur la toil:e de la 
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poesie les merveilles de 1'00 dela et des jardins fantastiques. M. Nodier 
lui meme composait des vers; mais sa modestie et sa oonscience de 
manquer de talent, lui interdirent de les pubLier. Homme rparmi les 
hommes, M. Nodier se sentait au niveau des dieux: parmi les delices 
imcomparaJbles des Arts. 

Puis, quand il s'agissait d'entrerp,rerrdre quelque voyage cultu:rel, 
I'argent lui Wait entre les doigts'. Pendant ses voyages il attestait ce 
qu'il ·;wait lu. Les civilisations anciennes de la Grece et de l'Egypte 
devaient etre vues pour etre vraiment appreciees. H etait particulierement 
attire par l'eXlotisme de la iCIUltU1r'e lorientale. Oomme un wai Marc Polo, 
M. Nodier visita jusqu'a la Ohine y demeurClint quelques mois chez des 
missionnaires catholiques ,qu'il connaissait. 11 parcourut aussi l'Bunorpe: 
eneffet, a ce que je saohe, i1 n'y a pas de pays europeen qu'il n'ait pas 
visite. 

Non pour rien tout le monde le sumommait le "Boute-en-Train". 
I1 etait repute comme le conteur le plus doue de son ,village. Calf cet 
homme oultive et simple vivait pied ISIU!" terre et ne se dedaignait pas 
d'entrerprendire une 'oonversati:on avec les ,gens du peuple. 'U se sentait a 
l'aise a'Vec eux comme avec n'importe quel homme eru.dirt. Malgre son 
erudition, il ne monopoHsait jamais la Iconversation; me.me il s'attendait 
a ce que les autres fassent de leur mieuoc pOUlr s'expliquer ·et s'eiXprimer. 
Tout le monde l'estimait parce qu'il ne faisait jamais ban marche de 
l'avis des autres. BEen des fois ces memes amis l'invitaient a se presenter 
oomme candidat aux elections pour le Conseti Munidpal Mais a rien ne 
valaient leurs inststances: il oherissait trop la li:berte poUT s'engager dans 
la politique: libre pour tous les engagements sans jamais s'engager, 
comme avait conseille le pedagogue dans Les Moudhes sa:rtriennes. 

Qu'importaient les ihonneurs rpO'Ull" lui! Son vrai plaisLr ille trouvait 
parmi les tomes et les eleves de sa Ibibliot!heque, et les ail'S! magiques de 
sa musique favorite; parrrri les pays ages sereins de ses tahleaux et les 
vers sculptes de ses poesies. SUl'tourt parmi les voyages a l'etranger et 
pendant les tete-a-tete avec ses amis. 

"Ci.;git M. Jea:n Noidier, hJomme cultive et simple qui viwa toujours 
dans les coeuI'S de ses villageois". 

(Frank Gatt) 

A. FALZON, Dip. de Culture Francai:se (Sol1bonne), Dip. de Hautes Etudes et 
D'ApU'tudte a l'ens,eignement du Francaj.,s (Grtnoble), is Education Officer (French 
and Gennan), Department of Educatruon, Malta. 
F. GATT, Cert. (Educ.), (speci>aHty French), B.A.(Gen.), Teacher-ill-Charge, 
Depa,rtment of French, New Lyceum (Arts) Msida, Malta. 



DUN KARM: IL-LEMEN POETIKU TA' NAZZJON 
Oliver Friggieri 

IT-TNISSIL TA' KUXJENZA NAZZJONALI 

Wiehed mill-Ipersuna~gi Maltin li :hadu 'xejra. nazzjonaii u li Uum 
jig-bru fihom il-qofol l-aktar magl'1ruf III tipiiku tal-gzira ihuwa Dun Karm 
Psaila (1871-1981), il-poota nazzjonali, magl'truf ibhala Dun Karm, isem li 
sa minn ikmJreni l1den bizzejjed biex jaghZlu minn kulhadd bhala "iI-poeta 
Malti". Mai:-zmien il-lirika tieghu Ibdiet tikseb dejjem aiktar it-tilfsira vera 
taghha: dolrument siewi ta' identita ta' pajjiz li minn ftit zmien qabel 
kien :beda jiskopri x-xejriet tieghu hiex jasal ghal definizzj:oni etnika, 
ku1turali u politika tieghu nnifsu. 

IZ-zmien li ghex fih il-poeta hu mzewwaq igmielu bl-isforzi khar li 
riedu jwasslu liIl-kolonja ghall-emancipazzjoni kostituzzjonali taghha L­
gharfien ta' l-identita kien il-prindlpju ewlieni tal-moviment !l"Omantiku 
Ewropew. Bis-saih.ha tal-prezenza kontinwa ltal-1rultura Taljana bhala 1-
kultura mirquma tal-Maltin, l-intellettwali Maltin kienlll f'qagihda mlhux 
biss li jidentifi'kaw il-progress tal-kultura Taljana mal-progress possibbli 
ta' gZirithom ukoll, iZda wkoll li jiel'l:du minnha t~taghlimiet mel'ltiega 
f'qaghda politika 1i ghal zmien twil dehlI"et, ftit jew wisq, analoga ghal 
ta' I-Italja. Il-paraUeliZmu bejn il-g-lieda tat-Taljani ghall-lielsien ta' paj­
jizhom u 14'ltieg-a ta' g-lieda ibhalha mill-Malitin gliall-helsien ta' Malta 
beda jidher l-i'zjed lbis-sahiha tal-hidma politika, lette;ra,rja u ,gmnalistika 
ta' ghadd k:biT ta' eziIjati Taljani li taw ,sehemhom fil-programm iI"isorgi­
mentali billi sabu l-ghajnuna Ii offritilhom Malta. Il-lkiU:X!jenza rib'elli xter­
det, inghaqdet mas-sens eq,dem ta' nuqqas ta' S'odisfazzjon 1i hlen beda 
jinhass minn zmien qabel, u qajl qajl tibiddlet fi pI10gramm politi'ku-kul­
turali li jista' jing-a.'bar fil-mistoqsija: al'1na min aMa, :blhala MaJltin? Hi 1-
qalba tal-kwliistjoni tal-lingwa u tac-caqliqiet politiCi kollha Ji riedu jaslu 
ghall~wetqa ta' individwaUta Maltija fid-dawl tal-wirt tradizzjonali. 

Vassalli .(1764-1829) kien tkellem diga fl-1796 dwar il-htieg-a soC­
jali :u kulturali 1i 1-"lingwa naz~onale" tkun ikktcltivata u mrawma bi!­
ghaqal biex IjinJhlo[oq minnha mezz Imirqum u fej!iiedi ghall-eldulkazzjoni 
tal-;poplu III biex titrabba u tikber letteratura Ibil-rMa1rt:i. VassalIi ha l-edu­
kazzjoni tieghu f'Ruma fejn xandar lUliud mill-kiubiet tieghu,l ukellu 

1. Cfr. N. Cremona, MildeL Anton Vassalli u zminijietu, (2 ed., Malta, Klabb Kotba 
Maltin, 1975), pp. 3-4 u passim. 
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fehmiet liberali, mibnija fuq il-htiega tal-pail1:eCipazzjoni !poplolari fil-kuI­
tura u fit-tixrid demokrat~ku ta' II-gherf. L-ispirtu iHuministiku tieghu 
'gieghlu jahtar importanza partilkulari lill-funzjoni ta' l-ilsien tal-gzira: 
"In un seQolo in cui le arti e le scienze han fatto progressi si' grandi ed 
ammiraibili, ,ohe quasi non restano fra di esse :piu dipaJrtimenti da illustra­
re, pareva che nOIl1 si d!ovesse tralasciare j,nQol1:!o, senza dissotterrarlo 
dall'obHrvione, uno de' piu anti:chi monumenti, qual e la lingua maltese."2 

It-tbexlbix ta' qawmien nazzjonali, sa zmien Vassalli, kien ghadu 
aktaax lingwistiiku u kJulturali. Ir .. romanticizmu, wara koHox, nu movi­
ment li ried iwahhad l-impenn politiku ma' l-impenn ikullturali, I-aktar 
letterarju, u fil-mixja lejn il-~harfien ta' identita - ipersunali u !lwllet­
tiva - il-hsieb liOmantirku ta fejda centrali lil-lingwa tal'1piost. Izjed 'il 
qudd'iem dehret ukloll il-par1ti l-ahra, Ili kien jonqos, ta' dan il-programm 
doppju, il-parti politika. 'Gorg MitI1OVioh kiteb dan il-messa~g nazzjo­
nali fl-1835: "Il tempo deHa rpersecuziOll1e e passa1Jo. Levate daJIla vostra 
mente ogni minima om'bra di timore, perche si tratta di rioorrer-e ad 
un'assemblea di ;un pi0PO}o lribero, dhe vi da,' :piena facolta di parlare 
apertamente, domandare e ripetere. Ora e il momooto, miei eari fratelli, 
e non dovete perderlo'... ,siate certi che ven-a un giorno ohe il popolo 
malrese sara Ifeso feliice, sara liberato dalla sua schiavitu, ben trattato e 
accarezzato."3 

Il-kuntest li dahal fib Dun Karm lkien mim~i Ibiz-zemegha tal­
qawmien tal-MaLtin li, wara gralija twila ta' ihaikma !k:olonjali li spiocat 
biex fl-istess hin gihakksitlhom u tatlhom l-iidentita kumplessa taghhom, 
lssa ntebl'ru bi trJq gdida ta' gharfien tar-ll"Uh laka:li 1i1 hinn minn dawn 
il-punti ta' riferiment. IIf-raibrt:iet baqgh,u, III jibqghu, iZda ghallinqas il­
k:ux~enza Ikienet klburija u I-pjan imfaJssal ried dasal :ghas-sedqa taJS-set­
gtlat Maltin fuq il-livelli msemmija. Hi ,sewwa sew din il-lkuxjenza stori­
ka, mizrugha fil-hamrija ta' wirt qa.dim iZda iherqooa li tifhem il-preZent 
u tfantas ,gejjieni differenlti, li tagliti ruh Hll-ahjar waqtiet poetici ta' 
Dun Karm. 

I£...LEHi\lA NAZZJONALI 

Bhal %uJlI romanti:ku ieliJoll", nun Karm fehem il-ipoezija fl-aspett 
stori'ku taghha, fid-dawl tal-qagihda li tnissilha. L-awtJOIbtj!ografija hi 
mqaJSsma fj tnejn: nazz:jonaLi III persunali. Waqt li, fuq naha, fil...poeta 
hemm il-ibini ta' verzjoni fantastika tat-tiJgrib IPrivat tieghu (li Iffiid~o­
kument igliaddi ghax-xb~ha, biIli I-fatt isir meta.fora), hemm moll fiih is­
sublimazzjoni ta' sensiela ta' grajjiet tal-'kiotra koIlha. lz-zjara "lejn" l-im­
bieghed ihi zjma Wlk!oU fl-imghoddi; m'lhix harlba izda pellegrill1ag'g devot 

2. "D'iscorso' Preliminarre," Ktieb il·Kliem MaLti, (Roma, A. Ful,gonio, 1796), p. VII. 
3. IndiT'izzo ai ma~tesi da parte del toro a,mico, (Londra, Mills ,e figlio, 1835), pp. 

14;·15. 
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lejn zminijiet imgl'roddija li fid-dinja mahluqa mill-awtur ji1Jbiddlu f'xe­
narju mlewwen iffullat minneroj mag11rufa u Ibla isem, agenti ta' gabra 
ta' eg11mejjel kJbar li jixkqilhlom l-apprezzament tan-nies ta' zmien il­
poeta. L-imghoddi hu malli,Dug 'il barra mis-santwarju tal-mewt ill mog11-
ti n-nifs ta' 11ajja 'gdida - dolrumentata u mist11a:jla - 1i tg110dd g11all­
qaghda storika l1:al-prezent. ,M'hux vjagg nostaLgi:l~u, izda mixja fiz-zmien 
li mill-~mgarrab jintuwixxi x'g11andu ji:ggarrab. 

Pioetikament Dun Karm ghamel din il-wirja panoramika billi pin­
ga bil-hila ta' mghallem persuni, qag11diet, drawwiet, pajsa;ggi, ambjenti, 
grajjiet u I-bqija, illkoll elementi li jsawrIU deflnizz:j'cni ta' Malta. Aktarx 
1i nadd aktar minnu ma rnexxlielu jagliti d-delhra st1ilha ta' nazzjon skond 
ix-:x:ejriet mag11rufa li jsawf'U definizzjoni ta' :paHiIZ. Imrawwem kid: kien 
fil..!kultura ta' zmienu, li thaddan ukoll il-filosofija tan-nazzjon, id-defi­
nizzjoni ta' identita territorjali, Dun Karm wassal lix-x!biha ta' Malta 
fejn wassluha l-aqwa ilhna tar-romantiCizmu patrijottiku EWJropew. 

IL-POEzIJA TAL-KRlzI 

Minbamra t-titwila 'I barm bis-sa11ha ta' titwila lejn l-img1'!:oddi 
fid-dawl tal-qagihda prezenti, Dun Karm ta wkoH it-titwila tiegl'lu '} 
gewwa, lejn l-eg111uq tal-lkuxjenza pl1ivata. Hawn tidhol it-tall'iJdita 11er­
qana, hienja-rnnikkta tieg11u, mal-poeta li gieg111u jirrifletti l-izjed, Ugo 
FOSlcolo, J.-awtm ta' I Sepolcri, il-persunalita mimlijakuntrasti li gliall­
poeta Malti fiSlsret ,sfida kemm 1ingwisl1:ika-letterarja (;j~gifietri l-ql~bghall­
Malti tal-poema, L-Oqbra), kif ukoll filosofika :(j1gif1ari l-lkitba ta' Il-Jien 
Lt Lil Hinn Minnu b11ala twegilba). 

Kontra l-wetqa ta' l-immortalita storu:ka bhala l-11ajGa walidanija 
merfugna ghaH-bniedem nerqan li ma jmutx, Dun Karm ma setax ikun 
originali billi jipprezenta l-veri:jlOni persunali tieg11u. Bhala Kattoliku, 
il-poeta kellu jirrikorri lejn l-g11arfien teologilku u jilqgl:iJu; ib11ala poeta 
kellu jfitteIX li jsarraf il-k:ontenut ta' twemmin f'damma ta' dehriet, jew 
ahjar xbihat iPoetiti. Il-poema tiegnu, .fil-fatt, tpinJgi I-fidi, tag11ti xelita 
empirika lit-twemmin, tbiddel f'qag11da 'komuni' lid-destin dejjiem <tal­
hniedem. Il-poezija tan-natura, ilt-teologija tal-ho!lqien, il-filosofija bna­
la tfixkil u fl-ts:tess :hin bhala g11ajnuna biex jmtla!fiaq l-a1111ar stadju tal­
mixja twila - is-skiet tal-mo1111: dawn III bosta ,elementi ohra ta' xe1'lta 
letterarja u ikultutralli. (l-aktar ibiblika) jsawru nisga g11anja li turi lill­
poeta f'wie11ed mill-aqwa waqtiet tieg11u, III 21guT fil-waqt l-izjed diffitli 
ta' l-isfida poetiika ibhala sfida leUerarja, formali. 

MinbaJ."ra t-tematika tal-mewt u 1-11erqa :tal-Ibniedem g11all-immor­
talita, il-lirika tal-krizi tlhaddan xejriet oorajn, il!k!oll mibnijin fuq it-tigrib 
tal-tplOeta b11ala ruh soHtarja u mog:htiija ghar-triflessj'OIl1i. n-kumpless tat­
tfulija, il-pre.zenza dejjiema ta' l-omm bhala mara u ibhala setg11a, id­
damma ta' tid:kiriet imhieg11da li jsiehlbu flimkien lill-hajja familaari, lill­
hajja ra11lija tal-gemgha ta' madwaru, III lill-lliaHa 'generali tal-gZira: 
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dawn huma w1'l.ud mill-iSlpunti li minnhom titnissel il-poezija tan-nostal­
gija, id-dolkument tat-tbaHja "i:ghira" mbiddla fi 1{wadru ta' umanita li 
qieghda tbati. 

MIXJA KRONOLOCIKA MAL-POEzIJI BIL-MALTI 

L-ewwel versi maghJrufa tal-poeta huma La Dignitd Episcopale, 
irmu li jiteelebra 1b'1'l.ila :teknika lit-temi 'ewlenin tal-Knisja Kattolika ta' 
zmienu.4 Hi pOeZija tal-letteratura, aktar milli tal-Iehma, u hi mihnija 
fuq U-Ibravura tal-kelma u mhUIX fuq il-herqa tat-tigiTtb imbiddel fi kliem. 
Maz-zmien da1'l.al il-kontenut uman, u l-poeta beda 1sir tassew I-artist 
li jhaddem il-1'l.ila iformali biex jaghti sura lill-wirt ta' 'hajtu. Harsa gene­
rali lejn l-izviIUipp ikl'OIl1JoIQgiiku tal~kitlba poeUka tiegliu bil-MalH tista' 
tixhet dawl fuq kid' immaturat il-Iehma fih, liema huma t-temi li telgnu 
fil-wicc fi zmien u ghebu f'ie1'l.or, liema hu l-a1'l.jar perijodu, u x'inhi x­
xehta l-izjed tipika tieghu li baqghet, ftit jew wisq, issermp matul it­
zminijiet kollha tal-hwjja poetika twila tieghu. F1iml~ien mal-poezija 'hi!­
Malti wi'ehed irid idah1'l.al ukoll il-kitiba bit-Taljan li, minnabba li tiftah 
1'l.afna qalbel 1-1912 r(meta beda jilkteb hiI-Malti) u tiSislolkta hafna warn, 
tista' tag1'l.ti kwadru shi1'l. ta' persunalita wahda.5 

Fl-ewwel perijiOdu tal-1'l.ajja poetika Maltija ta' nU.n Karm jititghu 
fil-wicc iI-,preokkupazzjonijiet tieg.n.u bhala bniedem solitarju, mOlgnti 
ghar-riflessji011!i. aktar fuqu nnifsu miHi fuq il-problema ezistenzjali fiha 
nnifisha. Min-na1'l.a I-ohra jinhasS! l-izvlOlgiment tat-tematika nazzjonali­
pajsag.gistvka, bhallikieku mit-thassib fuq is-sUi~gett il-poeta jghaddi biex 
jliiCcelebra l-oggett, mifhum ib!hala 1'l.aga etnika. Din hi, ftit jew wisq, id­
dinja bikrija ta' bejn 1-1912 u l-alhhar snin ta' l-ghoxrin~jiet: Minghajr 
Omm (1912), Id-Dar (1912), It-Tbahhir (1912), Inti ma Targax (1912), 
Wahdi (1914), Lill-Kanarin Tieghi (1915) u min-naha l-olira In-Nissiega 
(1913), Lid-Diel;a (1913), Il-Gnodwa (1914), C.un1u (19'14), It-Tifla tar­
Raba' (1915), Il-Musbieh tal-Muiew (1920), Lill-Mittma tar-Ri1-1 (1922), 
Ghanja ta' Malti fl-Amerka (1923), Xenqet ir-Raba' (1926), Il-Ghanja 
tar-Rebha (1927). 

Is~snin tIetin, l-aib'jar perij:odu tal-poeta meta l~prob~ema tas-soli­
tudni persunaIi was let b'maturita biex titbiddel fi tx:biha tal-qaghda uma­
na kollha (XlhJi'eda li mill-isthardg tad-djarju I-poeta kien i'Sseddaq biz­
zejjed Ibiex jasal qajl qajl g1'l.alI-i:nterpretazzjoni unilVersali ta' l-istess 
krizi), huma zmien il-qofol tar-riflessjoni Foscoljana tieghu mibdija snin 

4, Din il-poeZija ewlenija himxandra fil-kteHeb A Mons. Pietro Pace ne~ suo trion· 
fa~e ingressa' - U Seminario, (Tipo'grafia Industriale G. Muscat, Malto, 1889), 
PP. 25-27. Kopja ra,ri hafna tinsab fil-Bi:bl.joteka 112;' l-Universita ta' Malta, Mcli· 
tensia, "Miscella!l1ea opere italiaUle e latine", vol. IX, no. 23. 

5. Ghal li&1Ja tal-poeZiji Talja:n.i ta' Dun Karm dr. O. Friggieri, Il-Ku/tttTa Tal.j-ana 
f'Dun Kann, (Malta, Klabb Kotba Maltln, 1976), pp, 171-178. 
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qabel u mwettqa hit-traduzzjoni (1936). It-temat~ka ta' l-eroj immo'rtali 
(il-cfil nazzjonalistiiku ta' I SepoZcri) setgnet titnallat mat-temat~ka tal­
herqa tal-bniedem biex jeghleb il-kundanna tal-mewt (il-fil ezistenzjali 
tal-paema). Waqt li dawn il-motivi hwma ZvHuppati skond r:uli niSlra­
nija f'Il-Jien u lil hinn Mimtu (1938), waqtiet poetiCi ~olirajn juru medi­
tazzjoni wahda u twila fuq dik 1i issa tista' tissejljali l-ossessjoni ewlernja, 
maqsuma f'zewg fe:rgnat, ta' Dun Karm: fuq naiha, it-theddida tal-qerda 
umana u t-tiftixa ta' rebna nisranija fuqha, u fiuq in-naha l-onra, is­
sejba ta' I-immortalita fl-istorja, fil-mit nazzjonali, fl-ep~ka ta' poplu 
mifdi. Hawn jtdhlu Fil-Katakombi - I (1927), Naf u Nemmen (1933), 
Z.agtlzugh ta' Dejjem (1933), Wied Qirda (1933), Il-{]errejja u Jien (1933), 
Fil-Katakombi - II (1934), Lil 'Gannina Pisani .- I (1937), b:haIa dcCm­
menti ewlermn tax-xejra 'Pl'OIblemaJtika tal-meditazzjloni.1x-xejra I-ohra, 
il-herqa biex tinkiseb I-immortalita fil-grajja nazzjonali, hi I-qofol tu' 
GtLal Dun Mikiel Xerri (1933), Lil Mikiel Antol1 Vassa:li (1933), Dehra 
tat-VIII ta' Settembru 1565 (l935). 

Mill-,poeiija, bejn ,intima u ibejn nazzjonali, tal-gwerra d1njija -
hi wkoll imhaXikna ibejn l-epika (E-Boats, 1914) u I-elegija (Illum, 1941) 
- Dun Karm g,hadda glhal-liriika tal-ka.lJma, tal-mistrieh kwazi aljenat u 
mimli sabar wara I-nidma mihassiha ta' qa'bel. Hi I-PloeiZija alihaJrija tar­
rieda tajba, feDn tixref ,sliikwit il-nila tal-Ietterat u mhux is-setgna nal­
lieqa ta' I-artist. Xi drabi bit-tkJomplija tad-djalogu hi€!l1i~mnikket man­
natura, u dra:bi ohra bir-ritorn lejn il-poezija awgUlrali :(njiel ta' nostal­
gija Ietterarja ,gnan-neoklass!i,cizmu formali tal-perijodu Ibikri tal-kitlba 
bit-Taljan), dan iz-zmien allnari mifrux bejn wara l-gwelITa ill nofs is-snin 
hamsin hu l-eghluq ta' poeta li issa seta' jnares lejn is-snin gIraXifa, ghax 
rin u tletin tas-seklu bnaIa I-mument tal-maturazzjoni tieghu meta kemm 
is-s'OJitudni (fiZilka u psiko1ogika) ill ikemm il-t'lIe:rqa nazzjonalistiika u re­
Ugjuza sabu s-siegnaxierqa biex jitbiddlu f'figuraz21joni estetHm. 

MiH-'bqija, il-poeta 1i ried ikun demoikrattku u fiail lejn ix-xej;riet 
popolari ihu dak 1i gnandu tiitfittex fil-naina ta' innijiet ill gna:njiet aw­
gurali civili u relig:jilliZi. ill-ikant popolari hu aspett ewlieni ienor ta' 1-
esperjenza romantikaEwropea. Lil hinn minn dawn l-intervalli ta' im­
porta:nza iZgnar, tiJbqa' I-figura tal-poeta li beda bid-djarju persunali 
mbiddel fi kriZi ta' l-individwu, ghadda biex sieneb il-ikriZi individwali 
(issa mogntija 1-medda ta' pro'blema universali) moc-lt'ebna nisranija u 
mal-mit nazzjonali, u waqt li ssDlkta t-taihdita herqana man-natura gha­
laq l-avventura poetika Ikollha Ibil-versi tan-nuqqas ta' impenn, ta' l-gneja 
spiriltwali u tek1mka. 

It-tliet iZmna ewlenin (miIl-bidu fl-1912 sa madwar l-eghluq tas­
snin gno,xrin; is-snin tletin; is-smn eIibgnin u 1-ewiWe1 ftit snin ta1-nam­
sinijiet) ,~idu ditqiesu wikoH fid-dawl tal-kitba bit-Taljan, mibdija fl-1889 
u ssoktata gnal snin twal wara 1-1912. ,Id-dehra Ishiha tibqa' ta' bniedem 
marbut mill-qriib mal-ke1ma poetika, maghluq fid-dinja tal-meditazzjoni. 
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mistika-ezistenzjali u miftuh berah hiex igarrab id-dinja oggettiva bis­
senswalita mixtieqa-mistmerra taghha. Il-poeta tal-'krizi ta' I-ghixien, tat­
talba telOlogika, tac...celebrazzjoni patrijottika hu wkoll I-artist ratui li 
fisser sa mirun kmieni :u 'hi kburija t-tifsil'a tad-demoklfat1zmu romantiku 
billi, nost hwejjeg oora, ghanna l-hidma tal ... haddiema I-izjed impol'­
tanIti ta' Malta ta' zmienu. It-tahdita pmfonda tar-ruh HegtlU tibqa', me­
la, bejn is-suggett privat (il-qassis, il-hassieb) u s-sUigJgett pubbIiku (il­
profeta nazzjonaili, is-so.cjolJogu). Bhal fil-persunalita pal'adossali ta' kull 
artist, l-izjed l'omanti!ku,is-sintesi (Le. il-punt tar-rebha fuq id-djalettika 
gewwiena) aktarx li ma tinstahx. 

IX-XBIHA TA' L-Ol\'IM 

Minkejja z-zewg nahiet imb1eghda minn xulxin tal-persunalita 
tieghu, hemm pUJl1!t centrali li jiltaqghu fi hdanu ikemm il-poeta tat-ti:grib 
persunali u kemm il..,poeta tat-tigri:h nazzjonali. Il-lidka tat-tbatija ezis­
tenzjali u I-lirika taI-gzilfa miflhuma bhala nazzjon jissiehbu fIimkien bis­
sahha ta' xbiha ewlenija li hi l-istess ghat-tnej:n: I-omm. Meta I-poert:a 
jitkellem fug il-jien (in-nebha suggeWva) u meta 'jitkellem fuq l-a1ma 
(in-nebha ,oggettiva), jasaI dejjem biex iqieghed 'Konox madwar id-de'hra 
materna. 

L-omm tal-najja privata (ommu, imbiddla mbaghad fi xhiha tar­
l'abta bejn rz-·zmien 'U l-eternita, I-art u s-sema, id-du1bju uc-cel'tezza), 
u I-omm tal-ltiajja komunitarja (Malta bhala l-amm ta.c-Cittadini li jsawru 
nazzjon) ghandrhom bosta xejl'iet li jixxiebhu; huma mnrssHn mm qagh­
da spiritwali wahda, jidhru 'bhala varjanti ta' maJra wanda, anzi ta' 1-
istess idea tal-mara. Bhala ezempju ta' dan jistghu j~tqaJblblu ma' xulxin 
is-siltiet I-iZjed ikaratteristiCi 1i jiddeskrivu lill-wahda u lill-ohra biex 
jinstabu fihom I-elementi li fil-fatt isawru kwadru wiehed. 

L-istharriig ta' din il-figura m'huwiex importanti hiss bihala orjen­
tament ieifior fl-istudji dwaru. Hu mehtieg skond ikemm illi ta' fejda s­
sejba ta' punt centrali fil-kit'ba kotrana ta' poeta. Fi hdan l-ispazju li jif­
red Iill-Ploezija ta' l-ezisil:enza mill-poezija tan-nazzjon jiX'ref l-influss ta' 
din il-mara storika-ideali li tressaq lejn xuIxin liz-zewg dimel!1Jsjonijiet, 
it-tnejn espressjoni ta' poeta ragel £',relazzjoni ma' figura 1i daqskemm 
hi vera hi w~on mistha~jla, fantaima perfetta 1i I-poeta ghex "maghha" 
biex tnelbbah minnha. 

DR. OLIVER FRIGGIERI is the author of various books published in Malta and 
abl'Qlad. 
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