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Intercultural dialogue in Malta:

the way forward

SIMON MERCIECA
and VANESSA FICARRA.

The expression intercultural
dialogue is becoming a popular
buzz word, extensively used
nowadays in the media to fos-
ter understanding hetween

~ people -sharing different-cul- -~
tures” andfor- -religions. This -

year has been earmarked by
the Euromed countries as the
year of dialogue between cul-
tures.

Through the creation of a
Euro-Mediterranean partner-
ship, the FEuropean Union
desires that the people of
Europe and the Mediterranean
region cpen their doors for the
encounter between cultures.
The Kuropean Union has

already shared such an: idea
when through a partnership
with Mediterranean countries
it ereated a foundation to foster
dialogue among cultures. This
Euromed Organisation, which
took the name of the Anna
Lindh Foundation (it was
named after the -assassinated
Swedish minister of foreign
affairs) is undertaking a pum-
ber of initiatives in this direc-
tion, after having created what
is known as a network of net-
works of NGO associations,
Malta is actively present in
the operations of the founda-
tion, both through the Foreign
Ministry as well as through the
head of network which is head-
ed by the Mediterrancan
Institute at the University of

Malta.

Tb honour the need expressed
by the European Union for cul-
ture exchange and the cultur-
al richness which can be
offered by diversity, the Anna
Lindh Foundation and its
members joined together in a

-campaign titled “1001 actions. -

for Dialogue”. The aim of this

__campaign is to help NGOs
organisé activities -aimed aft

fostering. mutual comprehen-
sion, curiosity and knowledge
among groups of different
social and cultural back-
ground.

The Anna Lindh Foundation
gave a “micro grant” to a num-
ber of associations in Malta, to
organise cultural activities and
events, aimed at fostering
mutual understanding among
cultures. Thursday, 22 May
has been earmarked as the day
during which a number of
activities will be taking place
all over Europe and the
Mediterranean area to cele
brate dialogue between cul-
tures. As a result, Malta will be
joining the other 37 members
of the Anna Lindh Foundation
by the organisation of a num-
ber of activities focused on
music and theatrical activity
as a way of promoting dia-
logue.

Five of the 16 members that
make up the Malta Network
will be organising a number of
activities aimed at fostering
the concept of dialogue among
cultures. These include the
Vittoriosa local council, St

James Cavalier, the Malta
Intelligent Energy
Management Agency, the
Senglea local council and the
Fondazzjoni Temi Zammit.
The central theme of all these
activities is the migratory
experience and society, the val-
orisation of local artists and
the vision of a common
Mediterranean heritage.

The Mediterranean Institute,
"as the headof the-Malta_net-
work, will be organising its
own activities in the foim of
two musical concerts and sem-
inar that will take place on 21
and 22 May. Taking advantage
of its academic structure, the
Mediterranean Institute will
be organising a seminar tack-
ling the intercultural dialogue
and migration. The seminar
will take place on campus
between 2 and 4pm and will be
diffused on the internet to all

partner members.

Music will bring emotions of
shared cultural heritage on
the following day. The first con-
cert will be at?noon, at St
James Cavalier, where mezzo
soprane Claire Massa will sing
operatic arias accompanied at
the piano by Caroline Muscat.
The concert starts .at noon.
Then, at the Sacristia Vaults,
at the Waterfront, an evening
concert is being organised fea-
turing local and European
music, by past and contempo-
rary composers. The concert

starts at 7.30pm. Entrance to
all these activities is free of
charge.
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