Mid-Djarju Tieghi
I1-Hadd, 16 ta’ Marzu, 1941,

1l-lejla qattajt siegha shiha nhares lejn gemgha tlal jilghabu
tus-suldati.

Minn kemm ilha 1 bdiet 1l-gweua, ‘1 hawn, it-tfal I jghixu
1-Belt u quib il-fortizzi, u i ma jarawx hlief kanuni u dak kollu
li* jmiss mal-hajja  tas-suldat, hadu d-drawwa L jilghabu
tus-suldati.

U erhilhom idawru rokon u mbkejjen ohra bil—gebel imfar-
rak, bil-laned jew bl-ixkejjer, iwahhlu bi¢éa lasta ma’ l-art u
llld;“hhd; jtellehu bandiera; u jitkellmu bhalma jitkellmu s-sul-
dwt: bejniethom fug il-kanun. I’kelma wahda, itennu haga
b’haga dak koilu U jaraw lis-suldati jaghmlu,

Xi hlewwa ! It-tfal ghandhom mill-ghasatar. Jimxu wiehed
wara l-lehor o jaghmlu bhalma jaraw lil haddiehor jaghmel. U
ghalhekk dawk li jridu l-gwerra, biex jikbru u jistghanew, jib-
qehu jsibu dejjem kotra ta’ zghazagh mimlija hegga biex ]1t—
qabdu u jmutu ghalihom ; ghaliex it-tfal — u 2- Nhazadh
huma kemm kemm akbar mit-tfal — dejjem kien mlngh&hhom
Ii l-gwerra hi xalata kbira jew li hu sabib 1i tilbes u tilghab
tus auldaL jew tigri minn art ghall-ohra u tiltaga’ ma’ xbejbiet
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sbieh; u terga’ lura wara l-gwerra, lejn artek, mimli midalji u
mimli gieh.

Jahasra!... Kemm qerq u bluha, 1j z-zghazagh jibqghu ma
jarawhom qatt! U tghidilhom kemm tghidilhom, ma jemmnuksx.
Ma jithmux li geghdin jingdew bihom bhallikieku tgham ghall-
kanuni; u ghal xejn aktar.

F’hekk twassal — t’qabar bikri biss — il-holma mdehba tas
suldat zaghzugh,

U l-kbar iharsu lejn iz-zghar jilghabu tas-suldati; u jidhku-
lhom. T jhegguhom biex jissuktaw,

Tida x'hin jidlam u t-tfal ighajew, u mal-ghaja jaga’ n-
naghas. jarawha bi tqila wisq 1i tqajjimhom u tigborhom mie-
ghek f'xelter; x’hin is-suldati 1-kbar ixammru u jerfghu l-kanuni
T fuq biex jilqghu 1l min jigi fugna ta’ sikwit u jingeda bid-
dlam biex ikissirna u jfarrakna.

Hekk gara 1-lejl i ghadda, x’hin, ghal xi s-siegha ta’ fil-
ghodu, dahlu fugna kemm-il ajruplan u waddbu mal-hamsin
bomba.

Ebda tifel milli rajt fix-xelter, rieqed gisu kelb jew jinghi
ma’ djul ommu, ma kien baqaghlu hrara biex f'dak il-waqt,
jissokta jilghab tas-suldati,

U x’hin it-twerdin tal-makni beda joqrob lejna, u bdiet

tinsterna’ t-tisfira tal-bombi nizlin fil-qrib; u t-tiri fal-kanuni.

bdew itarrxu lil kulhadd; u l-ommijiet bdew jixhru u jitolbu
hiniena, it-tfal stenbhu mwerwin. U fuq wi¢chom rajt ix-xhieha
tal-wahx 1i ggib maghha 1-loghba 1-kbira tas-suldati.



