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SEASHELLS AS FOLX ART
Angelo Dougall
One gets accustomed during festa time, seeing in our parish

churches, the usual array of flower bouguets offered by local
societies or some individual devotees, in honour of the patron

saint during parish celebrations. This is a long established
folkloristic manifestation, and a custom of our colourful folk
life. Yet, on their own, these bouguets of flower arrangement
form a definite folkloristic study. On such an event, one occa-

sionally comes across something with a difference, some folklor-
istic item that should be duly recorded with comments about 1it.

On Saturday, August first, 1992, and next day, Sunday,
during the festa of Saint Peter, patron saint of Birzebbuga
parish, in the church there was the usuval array of pyramidal and
cone—-shaped flower bouquets in front of the titular statue, but
among them there was an item of an entirely different nature. It
was a metre high model of +the parish church of Saint Peter,
covered all over with seashells cecllected from Ramla, Pretty Bay,
Birzebbuga.

It was, in itself, a showpiece, much admired by those visit-
ing the church on festa days. 1t was a magnificent piece of folk
art done with admirable perseverance and infinite patience by Mr.
John Worman of Birzebbuga, a retired Englishman. The model was
very accureate in shape, proportions and details, and one could
marvel at the craftsmanship and great work undertaken by the
gentleman! We were informed that it was made from 22,000 co—
lourful tiny sea shells covering the whole model, mainly composed
of the Tricolia pulla species, together with others, as Cyclope
(Panormello) pellucida, Mitrella scripta, Columbella rustica, and
Astraea (Bolma) rugosa, and the whole work was interspersed with
small Arca noae shells for extra decorative effect. One very
rarely, these days, comes across such a fine piece of folk art.

Seashells, with their myriad patterns, natural design colour
and shapes, offer varied possibilities for their application in

different abstract patterns. The lure, attraction and fascina-
tion of collecting seashells, by many called "jewels of the sea"
have been irresistible for the creation of objects d’art. Their

use in folk decoration, personal or ambiental, has been going on
since time immemorial, all the world over, especially by people
dwelling close to the coast, and more so around sandy beaches
where these shells are cast ashore and easy to collect, turning
up in their best show form.

When St. Gregory's morning festivities at Zejtun were over,
people used to throng the seaside resorts close by, and combed
Marsaxlokk beach and the nearby Ramla sandy cove at Birzebbuga,
for seashells. Later on in the evening, the various species of
shells were taken back home, and kept them busy creating objects
d'art. But then, those days were more leasurely and easy going!
Coral too, white or red, (the latter more valuable and less
available) was obtained from fisherfolk, to be incorporated for
extra decoration in many a folk object d'art.

Mnay people,- these days, have a try at some sort of folk
design or folk decoration made from seashells, and patiently
persevere in this time—-consuming pasti Some doing it profes-
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sionally, producing souvenirs for tourists. At one time, this
pastime was very popular in Malta; indeed it is a very old form
of folk art. It reached its peak around the middle of the 18th
century, and in private collections, one could see exguisite
bouquets made entirely of seashells. These were presumably made
by convicts, but were commissioned by the Maltese nobility, and
given as presents to the Grand Master of the Order of Saint John.
In Maltese churches and chruch museums, one can also see these
small bouguets in niches. But such exquisite work as prcaticed
in those days is all but a lost art, in spite of some survival on
a small scale.

However, this form of folk art went on sporadically through-
lout the Victorian era, and one could still see many fine exam—
ples today, in private homes and collections. At my grandpar-
ents' house in Senglea, I remember a couple of folk art examples
made from seashells; one was a small cave of coral and shells,
sheltering a swall clay figure (pastur) of St. Anthony the Abbot
inside it, and the other a wax figure of Baby Jesus surrounded by
flowers and abstracxt ornaments made from coral and seashells.
Both these 18th century examples were protected under glass,, but
unfortunately lost in the blitz.

Seashell folk art was most popular among seamen on long
Jjourneys, and among convicts serving long terms in jail. Howev-
er, this pastime, from time to time, was taken up by people of
all standing, and luckily there have been many books published on
the subject. This type of folk decoration has been concurrent,
but on a lower scale, with another, but practically dead folk
craft, the ganutil, artificial flower-making and arrangement.

There is a tendency to create abstractions in free forms or
geometric patterns. It is also a form of (so—-called) peasant
art, or what we could term as fisherman's art. This little
written—about (here in Malta) form of art could be looked upon as
a collage of freely found pieces of pretty natural objects. The
folk artist also aims at adding something more to his 1life's
environment and make his surroundings more congenial to live in.
Objects such as those made of seashells could serve as a memento
of someone who has been a few times to the seaside or to some
festa at Marsaxlokk some years back!

In this type of folk art, one could see framed pictures of
flower bouquets and various types of abstract decoration, or
picture frames studded with seashells in abstract design, old
seamen's valentine boxes, grottoes large or small, credence-top
decorations under glass, bouquets, bottles and furniture covered
all over with various species and sizes of seashells, and all
sorts of other decorative items. One should not forget outdoor
fountains, loggias and grottoes.

A great exponent and expert in this type of folk art was the
late Reverend Dun Frans Camilleri of Hamrun; he left wus many
examples of his exquisite works to admire.

See photos on page 61, and captions on page 79
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PIPA TAL-QASBEA

John Wood

I believe that most national collections around the Mediter-
ranean littoral contain some examples of tobacco pipes, and no
doubt, a comparative study will eventually emerge; meanwhile 1if
one draws attention to the subject other examples may come +to
light, as may useful information, especially as some older folk
still remember these clay pipes in everyday use.

Background

Malta and Gozo, lying midway between Gibraltar and Lebanon
are almost at the geographical centre of the Mediterranean, and
have formed a port of call between Europe and North Africa,
between the Moslem and Christian worlds. The Maltese have been
in contact with both for centuries, and the cultures of both have
contributed many customs and ideas which the islanders have
adapted for their own use. Emigration has been one the solution
to problems of overcrowding in the archipelago and contact has
been maintained between home and overseas communities.

Tobacco and tobacco pipes had penetrated the Eastern Mediterra-
nean by the very early 17th century (Robinson 1985). Cultivation
of the plant was introduced into Malta at the beginning of the
18th century. At first, entry was oppesed by the Order of
Knights for fear that the gplant would foul the air, but later
cultivation was allowed although no substantial area of arable
land was occupied by the crop (Blouet 1967). In 1B09 and 1810
tobacco was imported from Trieste in the Adriatic, and again in
1848. Subsequent plantation was considered by the administra-
tion (Bowen—-Jones 1960). 19th century Maltese were apparently
disadvantaged in that tobacco products 1lost their aroma when
stored in buildings of moist local stone, (including perhaps
snuff in the kaxxetta which De Soldanis lists as part of women's
around 1750). According to Badger's description of Malta and
Gozo, 1836-1841, the pipa tal—-gasba was common enough to be part
of the countryman's ensemble (Fig. 1).

Present Situation

Brief enquiries into the local manufacture of clay artifacts
in Gozo indicate that finewares have frequently been imoported
from Sicily whilst everyday pottery has been made locally until
comparatively recently. For example, the Fubfiari Carmel 3Sacco
who died 28 years ago aged 87, worked a hand operated wheel in
Victoria. He wused the local grey bodied clay (tafal) which
fires a biscuit colour with rusty areas depending on the position
in the kiln and therefore the temperature. According to his
relatives he never made tobacco pipes, although Salvu Axiaq (age
86 in March 1993) from Wied Sara says Carmel Sacco worked caly
from il-Harrax from which he made pipa tal-gasba. Salvua, a
lifelong pipesmoker, was a customer. A modern potter at the
Dbiegi makes only souvenirs and imports her clay from UK.
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In 1981 I contacted the sales manager of Malta Pipeworks,
Ltd.; neither he, nor his father ever remember reed pipes being
made locally, and said they were probably imported. In the same
year, the folklorist Dr. Cassar Pullicino, in a personal communi-
cation to me, remembered as a youth, seing Gozitan priests smok—
ing the pipa tal-—gasba. This was substantiated by the late Dr.
Francis Mallia, then Director of the National Museum in Valletta.

Father Joseph Bezzina (1985) guotes from the Archiepiscopal
Archives: "Some ecclesiastics were indulging in the not commen-
dible but increasingly popular habit of smoking a pipe. Due to
their state and dignity, they were prohibited to smoke in public,
but were free to do so in private”; these circumstances pertain-
ing between 1801 and 1840.

"A Maltese Pothouse" by Brockdorff (who was painting local
scenes circa 1825) shows the proprietor smoking a reed pipe, and
a detail from a watercolour (Msl611 NLM) illustrates a pipe-
smoking priest opposite the main entrance of south temple,

Ggantija, Gozo. The earliest illustration I can find is in a
late 18th century copperplate engraving by Zimelli (in the N?"
tional Museum of Fine Arts, Valletta), showing a peasant in

wedding costume with a similar reed pipe.

The Reed Pipes

zeppi Grech who worked at Xaghra windmill was a jack of all
trades making everything from mousetraps to ploughs and most
likely carved the stone (Globigerina) pipes which were found with
his things (Figs. 2, 3).

Amongst a collection of reed pipes in the Gozo Museum are
two whose origin can be identified. The stamp found on Fig.4 is
also found on pipes from Varna, Bulgaria,(Stanceva 1975/76).
Maltese merchants were importing cereals from the Black Sea in
1812 (Price 1954). Between 1854 and 1857 Malta was used as a
staging for the Crimea War. The importation of this pipe is at
least possible during those times. Fig.5 is stamped BONNAUD
MARSEILLES underneath the stem. The firm was founded by Hippo-
lyte Leon Bonnaud in 1824; it closed in 1955, Small numbers of
Maltese had emigrtated to Marseilles in 1832 (almost a decade
after Bonnaud founded his factory). The migration continued
until 1844, A larger number of emigrants arrived in 1855 and
again in 1891. Perhaps sailors or returning migrants were
responsible for its introduction.

Conclusion

There has been ample opportunity for seamen, migrants,
emigrants, and re-migrants to import smoking materials into the
archipelago during the 17th-19th centuries, and on the evidence
of clays, manufacturers' marks and stamps, it would appear that
the majority of pipa tal~-gasba were imported.

Much remains to be done to trace the development of pipe
smoking in the Maltese Islands.
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Fig.2 Globigerina
limestone blank for
pipes similar to Fig.3.
Provenance: Xaghra mill.

Fig.3 Globigerina
limestone pipe.
Provenance: Xaghra
mill.
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XI TALB FOLKLORISTIXKU MINN GhAWDEX
Anthony Mario Saliba

Wiehed mill—-aspetti ewlenin tal—-folklor Ghawdxi hu proprju
t-talb 1li kienu jghidu missirijiertna fl-imggoddi. Bhala poplu
religjuz ghall-ahhar, kien hawn bosta talbiet (nistghu
insejhulhom ukoll versi popolari religjuzi) 1i ntirtu bil-fomm
minn missier ghall-iben, u saru bi¢¢ta mit-tradizzjoni tal-
Ghawdxin. Illum, dan it-talb ged jintilef u jintnesa. Jalla dan
ma jsirx, ghax allura nkunu tlifna parti ohra mill-wirt folklo-
ristiku ta' gziritna.

Kurunelli Forsi l—aktar talb komuni fl-imghoddi, u 1i fortuna-
tament ghadu maghna, huwa proprju l-kurunelli. Kull parrocéa
kellha 1l-kurunella ta' gieb ad unur il-gaddis patrun taghha.
Dawn huma aktarx poeziji b'versi ottonarji (1i fihom tmien silla-
bi, normalment a¢¢entati fug it-tielet u s—seba sillaba) u bi
tmien versi f'kull strofa. Generalment, kurunella jkollha disa’
strofi u wara kull wahda jinghadu 1-Missierna, is-Sliema u 1-
Glorja.

Forsi l-agqwa kittieb tal-kurunelli 1i gatt kellna f'Malta u
Ghawdex kien il-Bormliz Dun Ludoviku Mifsud Tommasi (1796-1879).
F1-1835 kien ippubblika ktejjeb bl-isem ta' "Tifhir wu Talb".
F'fdan il-ktejjeb insibu ghadd ta' kurunelli 1i kiteb, fosthom
dik ta' Santa Marija 1i tinghad fil-katidral t'Ghawdex tul il-
jiem tal—festa.

F1-1900, il—-Kan. Lettur tal-Katidral ta' Ghawdex, Dun Alfons
Marija Hili, ippubblika ktejjeb ta' kurunelli ghan-noveni tal-

festi prin¢ipali tal-Madonna. Mad—disa' wahda nsibu kurunella
ta' San GuZzepp, l—-ghareus purissmu ta' Marija Vergni. Dan il-
ktejjeb kien gie stampgat fl-istamperija tas-Sur Salvu Grech,
Strada Carita No. 41, Kittieb Ghawdxi tal-kurunelli kien

ukoll il-maghruf Patri Krispin Vella, il-Lettur tal-Kaput¢¢ini
f'Ghawdex, 1i fost il-kurunelli tieggu insibu wkoll dik ta' San
Pawl Missierna, biex tinghad fil-knisja dedikate 1lilu f'Marsal-
forn.

Il-Brajbu u 1-Kredu I1-Brajbu (kultant maghruf ukoll bhala
trajbu) kienet orazzjoni popolari hafna f'Ghawdex, l-aktar fl~-
irhula tal-Punent, 1-Gharb u San Lawrenz. Il-brajbu hu varjazz—
joni ta' orazzjoni ohra popolari hafna fi Sqgallija u fl-Italja,
maghrufa aktar bhala "il Verbo". Ta'® min igib ftit versi ta’
din it-talba tal-versjoni 1i gbart minn fomm mara xwejha mill-
Gharb:

Brajbu nafu u Brajbu nghidu:

Min ma jafux jitghallwu,

U jghidu tlitt darbiet kuljum,

Pieni tan—nirien ma jara gatt,

U l-genna dritt imur.

Versjoni ohra migbura mis-Sur Anton F. Attard, publikata
fil-ktieb tieghu "Mill-Hajja tal-Imghoddi" (1991), tvarja xi ftit
minn dik ta' fuqg. F'din it-talba nsibu referenzi ghall-
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episodji mill-Passjoni ta'Gesu', tal-Gudizzju Universali u 1-
weghda 1i jekk wiehed jghid din it-talba tlitt darbiet kuljum
imur dritt il-genna.

Talba ohra ferm popolari f'Ghawdex kienet "Il1l-Kredu", talba
publikata mis—-sur A.F.Attard fil-ktieb imsemmi. Dan il-Kredu,
migbur mwir-Rabat, jikkonsisti f'poezija folkloristika ta' tnax
il-vers 1li minnhom ser ingibu l-ahhar hames versi will-verzjoni
tal-ktieb imsemmi:

Vieni..... fejn sejjer?
Sejjer it-Triq tal—Genna,
Warda Romana,

Triq ta' Lixandra,

Amen, Hekk ikun.

Talb Folkloristiku Iehor Mir-Rahal ta' 1-Gharb, gbart din il-
verzjoni tat-talba ta' filghodu, 1i skond min galhieli Kkienet
anki tinghad fil~knisja parrokkjali tal-Vizitazzjoni ta' l-istess
rahal sa sebghin sena ilu:

Nizzik hajr

Li Int sebbahtni hajja;

Aghti d-dawl 1ili,

Lill-proxxmu kollu tieghi,
Gurnata tini tajba,

Thallini gatt noffendik,

U skond galbek jien nghix hajti.

Verzjoni ofra ta' din it—-talba, bi ftit differenza, tinsab
fil-ktieb tan—-notamenti ta' Manwel Magri S.J., publikat f£f1-1991

mis—Sur Guze' Cassar Pulli¢ino. Talba ohra folkloristika hi dik
1i kienet tingbad kull nhar ta' Gimgha fit-tlieta ta' wara nof-
sinhar. Din gbartha mir-Rabat t'Ghawdex, imma tinsab imxerrda

ma' Ghawdex u Malta kollha:

(Gesu' Msallab ikellem 1il ruh il-bniedem)
O ruh, x'ghamiltlek jiena,
Bil-lanzetti ftahtli galbi,

Inti titbieghed minni,
Jien irridek tigi ghandi.

Fl—-istess ktieb tan—notamenti ta' Magri, nsibu talba obra
Ghawdxija ta' gabel it-Tgarbin, 1i huwa gabar min-Nadur. Milli
Jjidher din hija talba gadima bil-bosta, ghax f'dan ir-rahal ma
sibt 1il hadd jafha. Tikkonsisti fi tnax il-vers; Ingibu minnha
l-ewwel ftit versi:

Riesaq fuq il-mejda tieghek (i.e. l—altar)
Nitgarben bik u naghmel pa¢i mieghek,
X'jien fid-dinja, ko¢¢ dud ta’ l-art!

Se nir¢ievi s—Sultan tas—Sema u 1-Art!
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Nispi¢taw b"talba tassew helwa 1li gbart minn fomm sajjied
tax-Xlendi, 1i aktarx hija maghrufa wkoll f'Malta. I1-Madonna
ged thajjar 1il Gesu' jorgod, imma dan ma jistax ghax ged jifta-
kar fl-imsiemer 1i ghad isammruh mas-salib u fid-duluri 1i trid
issofri Ommu Marija.

Orqod, ibni orqod, Orgod, ibni orgod,

Biex nghattik b'dax—xugaman, Ser nghattik b'dal-maktur,
J'Omm, ma nistax norgod J'Omm ma nistax norgod
Ghax niftakar fil-musmar. Ghax niftakar fid-dulur.

L-GhAQDA TAL~FOLKLOR

L-Ghagda tal-Folklor twaqgqgfet kif inhi issa f1-1964 bil-ghan 1li
tinkuraggixxi 1l-istudju u 1l-interess fil-folklor ta' Malta u
Ghawdex. Tul iz-zmienijiet orgaenizzat diversi wirjiet u attivi-
tajiet ohra, inkluzi essay competitions, hargiet, tahditiet u 1-
hargiet ta' L—Imnara.

I1-Kumitat ghas—sena 1993 u 1994 huwa ffuramat hekk:

President: Guido Lanfranco; Vi¢i President: Guzi Buontempo;

Segretarju: Alfred Fenech; Assistent Segretarju: Thomas Agius;

Tezorier: J. Porsella Flores; Assistent Tezorier: Maria Pisani;

Membri: Gerard Cacciattolo, Angelo Dougall, Joseph Fenech,
Alfred Galea, Paul Portelli.

Il-has tas—shubija fil-Ghadga huwa ta' Lira Maltija fis-sena, u
dan jinkludi l-harga ta’ L~-Imnara ta' dik is-sena mhallsa. L-
indirizz tas—Segretarju huwa:

ABlfred Fenech, "Grezz" Trig id-Dirsa, Attard.
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L - ILBIES FIL - VIzTU
Maria Pisani

Dwar id—drawwiet ta' l-antenati taghna meta kien imutilhom
x1 hadd, ta' min jghid xi haga fugq l-ilbies matul il-perjodu tal-
viztu.

Fil-kaz meta kien imut il-kap tal-familja, ghall-ewwel sitt
xhur, in-nisa ta' klassi gholja, kienu juzaw kappell aktarx bla
faldi, forma ta' towk (togque) 1i minnu, fug wara, kien jinzel
velu tal-gorgett iswed imberfel bil~krip (crepe) fin 1i kien
jasal sa quddiem,. Fl~ilbiesi kien ikollhom tberfil tal-krip
ukoll, w ir-romol, minbarra dan il-velu, kien ikollhom tberfila
tal-krip abjad fuqg guddiem tal-kappell. It-toilette tal-viztu ma
kienx ikun komplit jekk ma jintlibisx par ingwanti suwed tal-
gild, anzi preferibbilment tas—-swejd (suvede), ghax aktar ikunmu
matti. Il-materjal ghall-ilbiesi kien jintghazel matt ukoll.

Kien hemm 2Zmien meta, fil-luttu strett, anke l-irgiel kienu
jaghmlu l-krep mal-kappall, infatti anke Victor Hugo isemmi din
id-drawwa fil-famuz rumanz tieghu "Les Miserables". Dari hadd
ma kien johrog minghajr kappell, la n-nisa u langas l-irgiel.

L-irgiel kienu jilbsu libsa sewda ukoll. Dan minbarra 1i
kellhom Il-inkravata sewda u mustaxija fug il-komma tax—xellug
tal-glekk. Dawk 1i ma tantx kienu jistghu, kienu jilbsu xi
libsa griza jew blu skur. Il-fogra nett kienu jilbsu galziet u

sidrija suwed, bil-mustaxija fug ii-komma tal—-gmis, u berritta
sewda.

Il-crepe, jew kif kienu jsejhulu bil-Malti, il-krip, kif
semme jt aktar gqabel, kien materjal aktarx trasparenti u kkrepat,
ismu mieghu, u dagsxejn iggummat biex Il-ikkrepar tieghu iZomm.
Meta kien ikun ta' kwalita' fina, kien ikun gholi hafna, u ma
kontx issibu fil-hwienet kollha. Jghidu 1i kien famuz ghalih
Camilleri ta' fug San 6wann, jew "A La Ville de Lyons", kif kien
jismu dan il-hanut fil-Belt, maghruf ghad—-drappijiet fini tieghu,
u li kien jinsab fejn illum hemm is—Securities Centre tal-Bank of
Valletta. Kien hawn ukoll krip ta' kwalita' inferjuri 1i kien
Jintuza minn dawk 1i ma tantx kienu jistghu ihallsu, minn tal-
hwienet 1i kienu jdendlu 1-strixxi suwed mal-vetrina jew hanut
taghhom meta kien imutilhom =xi hadd tal-familja, xi persuna
mportanti, Jjew girien. Xienu juzawh ukoll il-bekkamorti biex bih
idawru t—tomna 1i kienu jilbsu wagt il-funeral. Dan il-krip kien
jintuza ukoll biex isir xi ¢off mal-kuruni tal-fjuri, u biex
Jiksu l-istandard ta' =xi banda Jjekk din tkun takkumpanja f'xi
funeral jew f'xi protessjoni tal-Gimgha 1-Kbira. Iz-zwiemel 11
kienu Jjigbdu 1l-karru tal-mejtin, kienu jlibbsuhom faldrappi
suwed, tal-bellus, pjumi kbar suwed f'rashom, u jaghmlulhom xi
ornamenti b'dan il-krip. Dan kollu kien isir meta 1l-familja tal-
mejjet kienet tkun tista' thallas. Il-krip abjad kienu juzawh
biss ir-romol; kien aktar gholi, u aktar diffic¢li ssibu.

Wagt il-viztu ma kienx jintlibes deheb, izda l-ghonja kienu
jilbsu ornamenti, bhal imsielet, labar, girakoli u pendenti, Jjew
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tal-get (jade) iswed jew tal—-qroll iswed, fil-wagt 1i dawk fogqra
kienu jiksu l-imsielet tad—-deheb b'xi bi¢c¢ta ¢tarruta sewda matul
il-viztu.

Drawwa ohra 1i kien hawn kienet, 1i meta l-ghonja jmutilhom
xi hadd, kienu jagtghu drapp iswed biex jinhetu 1l-ilbiesi tas=-
sefturi, ghax kien meqjus nuggas ta' rispett lejn i1l-mejjet, Jjekk
il-gaddeja jidhru f'daru libsin il-kulur.

Il-perjodu ta' viztu strett kien ta' sentejn, u warajh jibda
l-mezzu viztu 1i kien idum xi sitt xhur, meta allura kien jibda
jithallat ma' l—-iswed xi kulur serju bhal abjad, vjola, lila' jew
griz, u kienu jistghu jibdew jintlibsu xi ornamenti tal-gawhar.

Matul l-ewwel sentejn, dawk 1li jkunu tilfu 1il =xi hadd, la
kienu jmorru festi u langas tejatru, ri¢evimenti u pranzijiet;
langas ma kien isir daqg ta' pjanu, gramophone, radju u strumenti
ohrajn gewwa d—dar. Jekk xi hadd tal-familja kien ikollu bil-
fors idogqq ghax kien ikun ged jistudja xi strument, kienu jaghlqu
t—-twieqi biex minn barra t-triq ma jinstemghax daqq.

Ghalkemm hafna minn dawn id-drawwiet kienu fl-agwa taghhom
fis—seklu l-iehor, bagghhu jezistu sas—snin tletin ta' dan is-
seklu ghoxrin, sakemm it-tieni gwerra dinjija gabet tagliba kbira
f'kull gasam tal-hajja, inkluz il-viztu, 1i ftit ftit, ghoddu gqed
jispi¢ta ghal kollox.

Kitbiet Ghall—Imnara

L-Editur ja¢tetta kitbiet ghall-Imnara, I2DA JRIDU JKUNU
ORIgGINALI U MHUX PUBBLIKATI QABEL BAND' OhBRA. Iridu jkunu
esperjenzi peronali ta' 1l-imghoddi, jew rizultat ta’' riterka
personali, jew ta' intervisti jew kuntatti personali ma' anzjani.
Jistghu ikunu bil;-Malti jew lsien iehor, izda tinghata preferen-—
za lis—sudtetti 1i jittrattaw dwar interess folkloristiku ghal
Malta u Ghawdex. Il-kitbiet jistghu jintbaghtu 1ill-Editur,
78, ‘Trig San Trofimu, Tas—-Sliema, SLM 02
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gABRA TA' TAQBILIET POPOLARI (L—EWWEL PARTI)
Guido Lanfranco

Ghal xi zmien ili nigbor noti dwar aspetti varji tal-folklor
taghna, minn ghand l-anzjani. Hafna min-noti tieghi gew minn
kuntatti personali, 1izda ohrajn gbarthom billi bdejt naghmel
programmi folkloristi¢i fug ir-radju, l-aktar fugq 1-RTK, fejn
bdejt naghzel suggetti 1i dwarhom kont inkun irrid insib aktar
informazzjoni, u bosta mis—semmiegha bdew i¢emplu wagt 1il-
programmi u Jjaghtu l-informazzjoni taghhom. Dejjem, bhalma
wiehed jistenna, din l-informazzjoni kienet ta' 2zewg kategoriji,
Jigifieri dawk 1i kont ga nafhom sew, izda servew biex jikkonfer-—
maw dak 1i naf, u ohrajn 1li kienu varjanti ta' dak 1i nafu, jew
godda ghal kollox. Dawn il—-gabriet ta' informazzjoni huma ta'
tliet kategoriji: i. komunikazzjonijiet orali personali, 1i
Jjinkludu intervisti jew informazzjoni spontanja jew bhala twegiba
ghal xi mistogsijiet tieghi. ii. noti u transkrizzjonijiet ta’
rekordings 1i ghamilt mill-programmi tieghi fugq ir-radju. iii.
Korrespondenza minn semmiegha tal-programmi tieggi fug ir-radju
1i ppreferew jiktbu milli j¢emplu waqt il-programmi.

Din id-darba se niehu ghazla ta' sebghin tagbila 1i gentil-
ment kitbuli xi persuni, u ngibhom hawn ghall-interess taghhom.

Tagbila antika

Imxejt, imxejt, imxejt Sodda, salib, imhadda, kuruna,
Zarbun ta' l—angli xeddejt Xull min ihobb 1-Alla

Wasalt sal-bieb tal—-genna Ikollu xorti ventura

Sibt il-ghadu ged jistenna Ventura tal~venturi

Ghedtlu "1il min ged tistenna?" Dik ommok Santa Klara

Qalli "Qed nistenna lilek" Missierek Santu Wistin,
Ghedtlu "1ili m'ghandekx xi tridni Tlettax il-grazzja kellu

Ghax rvhi miktuba 1-Alla" Dak l-imgaddes Sant"Antnin. (1)
Brajbu

Brajbu naf u brajbu nghid,
Salib magbru ghal mawrien,
Gesu' habbu, Gesu' riedu,

Fugu ssallab, fugu miet.

Min ma jafx dan il-brajbu
Ifittex jitghallmu,

U jghidu tliet darbiet kuljum,
Piena tan-nar le ma jara,

Gewwa l-genna dritt imur. (2)
Ghanjiet lil—Hanini
Hanini ragad fug 1l-ilma Qalbi u galb hanini wahda
U filghodu sebah bil-ghatx, B'zigarella marbutin,
Jew il-gannata nkisritlu, Il-mewt trid tkun ghalina
Jew il-habel ma lahagx. (3) Biex tifridna minn xulxin. (4)
Dak hanini liebes l-iswed Kemm huma sbejha l-ghajnejn suwed
Dik sinjal is—-sinjorija Ghad 1i n—nies ifabhhru z—zoroq

Ghandu flus biex jixtri 1-Malta X'par ghajnejn ghandu hanini,
U jdawwarha bil-merkanzija.(5) Jisirgu x—-xebbiet mit-toroq.(6)
Jien safar ma rridx insiefer Hanini ghajjur ghalija
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Ghax ma rridx nagsam kanali
Irrid nogghod fil-port ta' Malta
Fejn narak u fejn tarani.(7)

Hanini jdogqg il—-kitarra
Jien nizfinlu l-ispanjola
Kemm ili ninnamra mieghu

Go

Kont ghadni tfajla mmur l-iskola(9)

X'par ghajnejn ghandu hanini
Kif naghmel u nohodhomlu
Nilghabhomlu belladonna

U wahda wahda nirbahhomlu. (11)

Kemm inhobbu lil-hanini

Ghax gustuz, helu w spetjali
Jiena l—ommu nehodulha

Jekk naf hajti tispid¢cali.(13)

Hanini jdogg ma' tal-Bagri
Kemm tixraglu l-uniformi
Lilu rrid u lilu niehu
avolja ma tridnix ommi.(15)

Dak hanini wil mezzani

La hu twil l'angas gasir

Ghandu dsatax il—-sena
Jalghaghom nhar Sant'Antnin. (17)

Zewwigni, mama' Zewwigni
Zewwigni lil-ggant tal-Belt
Sajf u xitwa jorgod barra

Xejn ma jibza' mill-maltenp.(20)

Nara l—wic¢c¢ek ninsa d-dinja
Nisma' kliemek ma wmut gatt
Jiena nnehhi ruhi b'idejja
Jekk narak f'idejn xi hadd.(22)

La twile u l'angas gasira
Qeghda kif irridek jien

Donnok ganpiena tal-fidda
Maghmula ghand l-argentier.(24)

BR-ritratt tieghek gieghed ghandi
Gewwa galbi hu stampat

Imdawwar bid-deheb u l-fidda
Bid-djamanti indurat (26)

Go galbi ghandi bixkilla
Mimlija bil-farkizzan
Nghidilkom min hu hanini

Jien ukoll ghajjura ghalih
Lili jhobbni u jurini
Jien inhobbu w ma nurihx.(8)

Minn din it-triq ghaddejt u nghaddi

fiha ghandi gasrija

Jien wa nhobbx il-fjuri 1li taghmel,

Izda x—xebba 1i ssaqgiha(10)

Kemm ghandi grazzja ma' dawka
Li jkollhom ghajnejhom sbieh
Dak hanini wiehed minnhom,
Kemm jiena ferhana bih! (12)

Kemm inhobbu lil-dak hanini
Fil-periklu 1i jiggennen

Mhux ghax ghandi gmiel go wiéci
Izda jiggustani nitkellem.(14)

Li kont taf kemm Jien inhobbok
Li kont taf x'naghmel ghalik,
Li kieku l—-glub jingalghu
Qalbi nagla' u naghtik. (16)

Kemm inhobbu dak hanini
Fejn imur jehodni mieghu
Billi jiena izghar minnu
Jahsbuni t-tifla tieghu.(18)

Dawk ghajnejk is-suwed tuta
Xebbahthom xebba 1lhudija
Imhabbtek kollha gassamtha

Ma hallejtx dagsxejn ghalija(21)

Spitta z—zmien tan-namur taghna
Ghal flimkien izjed mahniex
Talli habbejtni habbejtek

U obbligata lejk mhinix.(23)

Dak hanini liebes l-iswed
Donnu mietlu xi habib
Mititlu l-ghaziza ommu

Li rabbietu fug il-halib.(25)

Guvni sbejjah galbi habbet
Dana kien minn Hal Balzan
Meta marru jghidu l-ommi
Qaltli insib wiehed ahjar(27)

Minn dit-triq ghaddejt u nghaddi
Go fiha riedu jzewguni,
Xebba sbejha w bint nies sewwa

Guvni sbejjah minn Hal Balzan(28) Izda dota ftit riedu jtuni.(29)
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Halli l-~ommok u ejja mieghi
Ha tara min hu l-ahjar
Ommok traqqgdek fug it—tiben

Fi Strada ta' Santu Rokku
Hemmek fetah hanut gdid
Iz-zigija taqli 1-milsa

U jiena nraqqgdek fuq it-tajjar.(30) Uz-zigi jaqli il-mazzit.(31)

Meta nara s—sabih wiccek
Ikun jixraglek rigal fin
Jien naghtik par brazzuletti
U maktur kbir tal-Bharir.(32)

Hanini sejjer isiefer
Bejn it-Tnejn u t-Tlieta jmur
It~tikira 1i hallieli
Biex ma nkellimx guvintur.(34)

Kemm inhobbu il-hut mogqli
Spe¢jalment ikun biz—zalza
L-imhabba 1i thobbni inti
Hija kollha mhabba falza.(36)

Kemm inhobbu lil-hanini
Allavolja ma jtini xejn

Meta jkolli inlestilu

Meta le, naghmillu d—dejn. (38)

Nghidilkom x'juza hanini
Libsa griza kappell tat—tiben
Niesu kollha daru ghalija
Ghax habbejtu dagsxejn ta'

Li kienet l-imhabba teqred
Kieku gismi ilu mejjet
Haqgni min jimmeritani

Ghax lilek habbejtek izzejjed(42)

Meta rajt ir-ritratt tieghek
Grazzja mieghek le ma hadx
Meta rajtek naturali

Go galbi lilek dahhalt. (44)

Ix-xemx ghebet u ga nizlet
Qamar tal—-lejla ma telghax'

Ghax hanini ghadu rieged
Minn-naghas ghadu ma xebghax(46)

Minn ghajnejk hergin ir-raggi
Hassejthom dehlin go fija
Halli l-ommok u ejja mieghi
Halli tara d-dinja x'fiha. (48)

tifel(40)

Libbsuni libsa roza

U kien jixraqli i¢-c¢elest

U ghajruni 1i jien kergha

U l-gharus tieghi diga lest(33)

Xtinti facttata tieghi

Irrid inkelmek u ma nistghax
In—-nies kollha kontra tieghi
U isbah minnek ma narax. (35)

Wittek wiee l—angli tas-sema
Dawk ghajnejk kemm huma sbieh
X'wi¢e ghandek kemm hu helu
Ma nistghax nissaportih. (37)

Hanini musmar tal-gqronfol
Ajma galbi kemm ifuh
Allavolja dagsxejn samrani
Ix—-xebbiet kemm iBobbuh.(39)

Nghidilkom min hu hanini
Min hawn jghaddi ta' kuljum
Libsa griza u bajdanija

U ngravata navy blue. (41)

Se nghanni ghanja lis—somor
Min hu iswmar Jjiskugani

Ghax hanini abjad u abmar

Minn haddiehor x'jimpurtani(43)

Kont fis—-sakra u tajt il-kelma
Lill-gharusa ma rajthiex
Fittxu morru ghidu l-ommha
Rega' bdieli u ma rridhiex. (45)

Il-lejla se norgod wahdi
Btistanga nsakkar il-bieb
Naghmel rasi fug l-imhadda
Nisma ghana minn tal-hbieb. (47)

Hanini beé&c¢un bajdani
Fejn imur izogquhuli
Dak hanzir jaghmel ghal zaqgqu
Ghad xi darba jogtluhuli. (49)
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Min kellu jghid lill-ommok
Minn girien se nsiru graba
Qabel kont nghajtilha isimha
Issa nghajtilha kunjata.(50)

Dak hanini ggieled mieghi
Miggieled ma nafx ghaliex

Jew galtlu xi haga ommu

Jew qalulha xi haga n—nies. (52)

Hanini ghaziz ghand ommu
Dags id—-deheb ghand l-argentier
Dags il-fosos tad-djamanati

Ghazizha jiena ghand missieri(54)

Kemm ilek tistennieni

Issa jiena fl—-ahhar gejtek
X'bi hsiebek int tlestili

Ta' l-imhabba 1i habbejtek. (56)

Kulurek mhux naturali
Rajtek jien taghmlu b'idejk
Iftah widnejk u ismaghni sewwa

Ghax jien lilek geghda nghid. (58)

Izzewwigt u zewgi siefer
Nista' nghid 1li m'nbhix mizZzewga

Ghandi x'niekol u ghandi x'nixrob

Izda galbi dejjem sewda. (60)

Inhobbok ghax naf 1i thobbni
Nghir ghalik ghax tghir ghalija
Ara meta issemmini

Int ma tghidx id—deni fija.(62)

Ara x'galet il-Qrendija

Min jizzewweg jaga' lsir
I2zewwigt ma sirtx ilsira

U tbatija ma nafx x'inhi. (64)

Hsiebi fik ma nistghax norqod
Inhoss xi jtajjarli naghsi
Fittex tini r-ritratt tieghek
Halli ngeghdu ma' genb rasi.(66)

Wice ix—xemx ta' l-Ingilterra
U l-gamar ta' l-istagun
Hanini kemm inti sbejjah
Bil-wardiet torgod u tgum. (68)

Jekk niltaga'

Il-libsa tas—seta kruda
L-ghonnella tan-nobbilta’
Agqta jiesek minn haninek
Jekk ghandek xi volonta'.(51)

Li kieku l-glub jingalghu

Nagla' qgalbi u naghtijhielek
F'karta strazza nkebbibhielek
Go valigga nibghathielek. (53)

Zewwigni, mama' zewwigni
Zewwigni fizzjal Ingliz
Ghax i1-Malti jrid id-dota
U dota jien mghandix.(55)

Il-kunjata ggieldet mieghi
Ghamiltli gost u pjatir
Hasbitni 1li jien mgholija
Jien ferhana sejra ntir.(57)

Ghaziltek minn nofs tuzzana
Qeghdtek f'kannestru ward
Kelli twal u kelli gosra
Mal-mezZana innamrajt. (59)

Li kienet 1-imhabba togtol
Kieku kemm hawn nies mejtin
Imutu n-nies tad-dinja kollha
Jien u int nibgghu hajjin. (61)

Kont imsiefer smajt bi gmielek
Jien il-kiefer ma riedx nemmen
Issa gejt v rajt b'ghajnejja

Kif inhossni se niggennen. (63)

Hanini sejjer isiefer

Fl-ewwel art jiftakar fija
Jiftakar 1i wahdi hallieni

U 1i mieghu kont imdorrija.(65)

Jien ma rridx insewwed galbi
Li ma kienx ghad jista' jkun
Ma jkunx dak ikun haddiehor
Ma spiécawx il—guvintur.(67)

Li kien il-misjur mormi

Kieku int ilek mormija
Il-hsara 1li ghandek inti

Ebda mghallem ma jsewwiha.(69)

ma' hanini

Ma nkellmux sigurament
Il-halfa maghmula u lesta
Ma nikstrux il-gurament.(70)
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Referenzi

ta'

Gabra

ta' Korrespondenza dwar Folklor Malti Minn Ghand
Semmiegha tal-Programmi Ta' Guido Lanfranco fug 1-RTIK
Radio. (GKR)

Mibghuta minn Mary Galea, Zejtun, 1i kienet tismaghha
minn ghand iz—zija taghha, issa mejta. (GKR.14)

Mibghuta minn Miriam Agius, Zabbar, 1i kienet gali-
tielha ommha, 1i ukoll kienet semghatha minn ghand il-
buznanna taghha. (GRKX.15)

Mibghuta minn ghand Victoria Schembri, Siggiewi, 1i
semghathom minn ghand ommba. (GRK.13)

9 Mibghutin minn Mary Puli, Sliema, 1i gabrithom minn
ghand zitha Bernardina Cassar minn Birkirkara (1li issa
tinsab l1-Awstralja). (GRX.20)

10 sa 70 Mibghutin minn Melita Cutajar, Birkirkara, 1i

gabrithom minn ghand Yvonne Abela, Mosta, 1i Kkienet
tiktibhom wagt 1i nannitha Eva Azzopardi minn Birkir-
kara (1911-1987) kienet togghod maghha. (GRK.19)

Hawn nerga' nizzihajr lil-dawk 1i kitbuli informazzjoni,
wara 1li ga rringrazzjajthom individwalment. It-tieni parti

tagbil folkloristiku jidher f'harga ohra.
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IL.-BANJIJIET TA*®* L-GhAWH
Arthur Grima

Il-bahar ta' madwar il-gzira taghna huwa sfog ghal hafna
mill-Maltin, kemm ghal min ihobb jistad minn fug l-art jew il-
fregatina, kif ukoll ghal dawk kollha 1i fix—xhur shan tas-sajf
imorru biex jghumu. Minhabba 1i l-bahar huwa dagshekk frekwen-
tat u qrib taghna, bilfors jidhol fil-folklor u drawwiet taghna.

Jekk inharsu lura xi sittin sena ilu, nistghu ingibu quddiem
ghajnejna 1il dawk in—nies 1i kienu jmorru jiffriskaw xi ftit ma’
xatt il-bahar jew biex jghumu. Dak iz~zmien ma kontx tara malji
mga¢cetin bhal ta' issa. Meta kont tara xi mara fil-bahar, kwazi
kont tahseb 1i wagghet il-bahar, ghax kienet tkun bil-hwejjeg
b'kollox. Dari in-nies kienu aktar skrupluzi. Barra minn hekk,
kien hemm ohrajn, 1i jew ghax Jjisthu, jew ghax wa kienux jafu
jghumu, kienu juzaw il-banjijiet ta' hdejn il-bahar.

Dawn il-banjijiet kienu speé¢i ta’ hwat kbar magtughin fil-
blat ma' xatt il-bahar. Wiehed jista' jara minnhom, per eZempju,
f'Birzebbuga int u sejjer lejkn il-Qajjenza. Dawn il-banjijiet
kienu jhaffruhom bil-bagqun proprju max—xifer tal-bahar. Minn
wiehed ghall-iehor tisata' tghid 1i kienu jkunu l-istess gisien,
ta' xi tmienja jew ghaxar piedi kwadrati, u b'fond ta' =xi tliet
piedi. Biex wiehed ikun jista' jinzel fil-banju, kienu jin-
gatghu xi 2ewg targiet fil-blat go wahda mir-rokon. Fil-erba
kantunieri tal-banju, kienu jhaffru togba biex fiha jidhol sara-
tizz. u br'hekk il-banju jkun jista' jiddawwar bil-hsajjar jew
lozor. Dawn il-hsajjar jew lozor kienu jservu 2zewg skopijiet;
jew biex min ma Jjridx Jjidher jista' Jjinheba warajhom, jew biex
jilgghu il-gilla tax—xenx.

Mill-banju ghall bahar, kienet tithaffer trinka dejga jew
tnejn biex l-ilma jista' jidhol u johrog u ji¢¢irkola, u b'hekk
tal-banju gatt ma jkun gieghed. Ghalkemm dawk 1i jghumu fil-
banju mghotti kienu mistura, =xorta kienu jilbsu malji dagsiex.
Hafna minn dawn 1i kienu juzaw dawn il-banjijiet kienu jkunu
sinjuri, u x'aktarx 1i kienu jhaffru dawn il-banjijiet grib fejn
kien ikollhom id-~dar tas-sajf jew tal-villeggatura, kif huma dawk
ta' Birzebbuga.

F'"Rajt Malta Tinbidel" Herbert Ganado, isemmi 1i Marsamxett
kienhemm banjijiet 1i jsejhulhom "Tas—-Sur Tankred". Dawn kienu
jikruhom biex dawk 1i ma kienx ikollhom il-banju taghhom, kienu
jkunu jistaghu juzawhom ghal xi siegha jew tnejn.

Hasra 1i minbabba l-iskuza tal-progress sofrew dawn 1il-
banjijiet, bhal ta' Pretty Bay f'Birzebbuga. Ghalkemm illum mae
tarax mwin ifittix il-banjijiet, ta' min jaghmel mezz iharishom
bhala parti mill-wirt folkloristiku u storiku taghna.

Bejn pagna 76 u 77, ritratti ta' banjijiet:-
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Banjijiet, Fond Ghadir, Tas-Sliema (Ritratti G. Lanfranco)

bejn pagna 76 u pagna 77
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L-EWWEL MEMORJI TA' SKEJJEL FIL-BELT VALLETTA
Paul Portelli

Wagt 1i hi haga naturali 1li l-bniedem jahseb fug il-prezent
ta' madwaru u fug 1il-futur 1i jrid jippjana, Jjigu mumenti ta'
mistrieh u kwiet, u l-passat ihares lejh b'¢erta nostalgija, fug
dak iz-zmien aktar helu ta' angas hsiebijiet u risponsabbilta-
jiet; wvkoll min ghadda minn xi esperjenzi garsa jew disturbanti
jipprova jinsiha. Infatti tisma' win jghid...."Eh! ..dak kien
zmien!"

Fid—dinja mghaggla ta' 1llum, uzanzi ta' ghoxroin jew tletin
sena ilu ga saru parti mill-folklor ta' l—-imghoddi, ahseb u ara
dawk ta' hamsin jew sittin sena ilu. Inbidlu l-uzanzi, 1-ilbies,
ir-rispett, il-hajja so¢jali. l-imgieba, u bosta hwejjeg ohra.
Nixtieq hawn nirrakkonta xi ftit mill-esperjenzi u drawwiet 1i
ghanbdhom x'jagsmu ma l-iskejjel fl-imghoddi, izda 1l-ispazju ma
Jjippermettix 1i nidhol aktar f'dettalji.

L~ewwel skola 1i attendejt kienet Saint Mary's, ta' 1-
infants. Din kienet dar kbira b'hafna kmamar fi Trigq l-Isqgof,
il1-Belt, (issa Triq l-Are¢isqof), f'dik il-parti ta' bejn Trig San
Pawl u Sant" Orsla, niezel fug ix-xellug; nahseb 1i kienu
Jibghatuni aktar biex jebilsu wminni, ghax min jiftakarni zghir
jghid 1i kont imgareb..... aktarex energiku u mfissed...

Hemm kienu jghallmuni nghid in-numri mill-1 sal-10, 1l-Ave
Marija, u wara nofsinhar, 1l-aktar mument mistenni kien weta

nispi¢c¢aw bilii jghidulna storja. In-numri konna nhazzuhom fug
il-lavanja bi frame ta' 1l-injam, b'lapes apposta, rqgig, twil,
griz u jinkiser malajr, hxuna ta' labra tan—knitting. Dak 1i
Jinkiteb kien Jjithassar malajr b't¢tarruta. Il-lavanja Kkienet

tinbiegh sold, u bil-lapes b'kellox sold u nofs. Il-pitazzi kienu
Jezistu, 1izda billi 2z-zghar ihobbu jhazzu, 1il-lavanja kienet
ahjar.

Meta tfarfart xi ftit, dahhluni fl-iskola ta' Saint Joseph,
fi Triq il-Merkanti (Merchants Street), dak iz-zmien quddiem il-
ministeru tas—sahha, fejn illum hemm Vassallo Antiques. Mit~
tiega tal-klassi kont nara 1-bjut tad-djar fil—-grib. Haga
kurjuza 1i kont nosserva, kienu xi gebliet weqfin, kwadri jew
tondi, mizbughin bojod; probabbilment Kkienu ventilaturi jew
¢mieni baxxi, bojod biex jintlemhu bil-lejl..ghadni kurjuz dwar-—
hom sa 1llum,

Wara xi 2mien, Saint Joseph marru f'post iehor fi Strada
Zacharia (Saint Zachary Street), quddiem fejn sa llum ghad hemm
hanut ibiegh il-haxix. Minbarra suggetti ta' skola, kellna
attivitajiet ohrajn, bhal sports, physical training biex ma
nibbisux bilgeghda fil-kesha, re¢ti ghat-tejatru, u affarijiet

ohrajn. Billi it-Teatru Rjal kien fil-qrib, hemm konna naghmlu
xi shows ghall-genituri u mistednin spec¢jali. ¥Fi play minnhom,
kienu ghazluni biex naghmel parti ta' spettur. Xelli bzomn il-

mustacc¢i u wahBluvhomli bis—Seccotin, 1i ghalkemm kien tajjeb ma
kienx jinxef malajr, u l-mustac¢éi kienu bdew jagghuli ma' kull
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muviment 1i naghmel. F'din l-iskola tghallimt nikteb fug il-
pitazzi ghall-ewwel darba. Fit-tarf ta' fug tal—-folja, it-
teacher kienet tiktbilna in-numri 1 sa 9 hdejn xulxin, u ahna
nikkupjawhom tahthom vers vers. In—numru 3 ghalija kien

diffi¢li, u ma kontx nista’' nisseparah minn vers ghall-iehor,
ghalhekk kien jigini gisu molla minn fug ghal isfel, 1i swietli
bosta daqgiet ta' riga fug idi.

L-iskejjel kien ikollhom uniformi 1i tiddistingwihom, wahda
ghax—-xitwa u l-ohra ghas-sajf. Kienet obbligatorja ghall-bniet
jew ghas—subien 2Zghar u ftit imfarfrin, 1i nilbsu speti ta'’
fardal. Fis-sajf kienet issir 1-Empire Day fl-Istadium tal-
Gzira, 1i konna nistennewha bil-herga; hawn l-iskejjel kollha ta'
Malta kienu jikkompetu f'kull xorta ta' sports.

Ghalkemm kont inhobb l—-iskola, darba minnhom ma Xkontx irrid
immur, probabbli 1i ma kontx lestejt il-homework. Ghalxejn
gaghdu jweghduni dak kollu 1i kont inhobb. Fl-ahhar, meta ommi,
iz-zija u l-lavranta gatghu galbhom, baghtu ghal missieri, wu dan
taghni xeba' u kaxkarni sa l-iskola. Is—-soltu kienet tigi Rita,
wahda mis—-salesgirls impjegata maghna, 1i kont inhobb ghax kellha
hafna pat¢enzja u taf timmaniggani, ghalkemm kienet ftit imferfxa.
Billi kelli xaghri folt, ghax kienet moda 1i lis—subien ihallu-

hulhom twil Jjew bin—-nokkli, kienet tweggghani meta
tippettinhuli... Jien kont nghidilha: "Bil-mod!" wu hi kienet
twiegeb: "Jew bit-tomna!" Dan ghaliex modd u tomna kienu is-

mijiet ta' kejl.

Billi Saint Joseph kienet prin¢ipalment skola tal-bniet,
meta kbirt ftit ma zammewnix izjed, ghalhekk dahhluni fi skola
ohra, probabbilment Preparatory School. Din kienet skola priva-
ta, bil-mizata, ghas—subien u l-bniet, preparatorja ghall-Lit¢eo u
s-Sekondarja tal-gvern. Il-bieb princ¢ipali taghha kien fi Trig
Kristofru (St. Christopher Street), u konna nohorgu minnn bieb
iehor fugq Strada San Paoclo. Din m'ghadhiex tezisti, ghax wagghet
fil-gwerra, u minn flokha telghhu appartamenti maghrufin bhala

Cotoner Flats. Kienet bejn Trig Merkanti u Trig San Pawl. 11-
Headteacher kienet mara ngliza, robusta, dejjem b'lasta f'idha
biex issib xi vittma u tfarfarhielu. Xonna tassew nibzghu minn-

ha. Xien jisimha Miss Wotton.

Niftakar 1i kien hawn skejjel ohrajn ghall-Belt, bhal Tal-
Pilar, Saint Paul’'s, u Flores College 1i attendejt aktar kbir
waqt il-gwerra. Dawn kollha kienu jinsabu mhux boghod mill-Au-
berge D"Aragon, u sintendi skejjel primarji u sekondarji tal-
gvern 1i kienu ta’' standard tajjeb aktar minn ta' 1lum.

Ta' nteress folkloristiku, ta' mwin isemmi ukoll 1l-iskola
Tan-Nuna. Din kienet Strada San Paolo Numru 137, kantuniera ma'
Strada San Domenico. Kienet +tikkonsisti f'kamra wahda imdawra
mal-hajt bil-bankijiet twal ta' i-injam, fejn it—-tfal zghar hafna
kienu jpoggu, idejhom marbuta, waqt 1i n-Nuna b'riga f'idha ddur
fin-nofs tidderigi bhal surmast tal-banda. Din in—-Nuna kienet
mara twila, rgiga, kemxejn inklinata, b'nué¢tali mzerzag ful il-
mnieherha, liebsa dublett twil sa l-gharqub u ghong gholi ssikkat
Jispi¢cta b'xi pontina jew frill bhala gost. Kienet tghallem
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lit-tfal l-orazzjoni u xi nursery rhymes. Sa fejn naf kienet
xebba; meta rtirat mit-taghlim kienet izzomm hafna gtates u titma
strays tat-triqg. Kienet +thobb Hhafna l—annimali, u kienu jigu
Jigru malli jisimghuha ssejhilhom. Il1lum, hdejn il-kamra 1i
kellha, hemm hanut ta' skarpan.

Meta kont ghadni zghir, wiehed xwejjah (1i kieku ghadu haj
issa ghandu mal-111 sena!) kien jirrakkontali 1i skola dam imur
biss erba' snin; sentejn jitghallem 1i n—-nahla taghmel l-ghasel,
u sentejn ohra 1i l-brimba taghmel l-ghangbuta!

Wiehed ma Jjistghax jinsa jew ihalli barra lill-ghalliema u
lis—-surmastrijiet, meta jkun ghadda parti sewwa maghhom wminn
zoghzitu., Issir tirrispetthom u jsiru gishom membri tal-familja.
Tajtx kemm nifrah meta niltagqa' ma xi hadd minnhom. Niftakar
fil-lagmijiet 1i konna nsibuhom bihom, f'xi somma tal—-homework 1i
ma jirnexxilniex insolvu u nikkupjawha kmieni minn ghand xi habib
gabel l-iskola....

Niftakar ukoll ghall-habta tal-1938, meta ftit gabel 11—
gwerra kien sar Kungress fuqg il-fosos tal-Furjana. Ingabru tfal
mill-iskejjel ta' Malta kollha, privati u tal-gvern. Intremat
tribuna kbira sabiha fuq il-fosos, gholja u titla' bit-tarag,
tidher minn kullimkien. It-tfal kienu mgassmin fi kwadranti
skond 1l-iskejjel rispettivi. Wagt it-tgarbin, numru kbir ta’'
saterdoti tferxu ma' kullimkien, igarbnu dak in—-numru kbir ta’
teachers u tfal. Niftakar 1i wara' kienu tawna borza helu u bott
halib frisk, 1i dak iz-2zmien kien jikkonsisti minn carton tax-
xemgha, u bandiera bajda u safra tal-papa.

Fil-klassijiet kienu jintghazlu tfal biex jigbru wu jgassmu
l-pitazzi, ohrajn biex i¢ewmplu l—-ganpiena 1i kienet tar—ram
b'manku twil, ghar-rikrejazzjoni jew ghax sir il-hin. Dawn 1-
istudenti maghzulin kien ihosshom privileggjati.

Ma nistghax naghlag din il-kitba minghajr ma nirringrazzja
lill-genituri taghna ghal hafna sagrifi¢¢i u privazzjonijiet 1i
wettqu maghna u ghalina.....

Refer to photographs on page 61:

Fig. 1 Marine motif box covered with Maltese seashells
{(photograph Angelo Dougall)

Fig. 2 Antique 50cm high arrangement of flowers entirely made
from Maltese seashells.
(photo Guido Lanfranco, courtesy Mrs. S. Cassar)
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Guze’

Fid—-dawl ta' lampa ¢kejkna
1i ged tnemnem ftit ftit,
hemm Xih 1i gieghed jaqra
u Xiha gieghda thit.

Il~gniepen ta' fl-ghaxija
mill—-knejjes imxerrdin
l-ahhar ahbar ged jaghtu
tal-jum 1i ged inin.

U fid-dalma ta' barra
ir-rih ged jonfoh shih,
il-mewg max-xatt jitniehed,
fil-arja biki u tinwih.

Ii-hajja kollha mqgallba
wix-xita ged izzid,
imma fil-kamra hiemda
ix—-Xiha ghadha thit.

U ix~Xih 1li ged jiftakar
fiz-2mien 1i ghadda w mar,
bid-dahka jtenni l-grajja

ta' meta kienu zghar.
Ghidli, Mari', tiftakar,
tiftakar, ghid, Mari',

meta 1lill-Kurat ghedtlu,
misthija, "Sinjor si"l

- U fug haddejn ix—Xiha
telghet fawra demm,
u minn taht in-nut¢cali
lix-Xih tbissmet kemm kemm. -

U fost id—-dagg ta' l-orgni
Birigna mill-knisja id f'idqd,
haddara w hbieb warajna,
ferh, barka, rizg u gid.

U

X¥I ha
Chetcuti
U ftakru: sena wara,
it—tnejn, kif kien mehtieg,

marru l1-Buskett fl-Imnarja
skond il-kuntratt taz-zwieg.

Festa ta' ghors u hena,
ilwien, ilwien, ilwien,
bhejjem mimlija gliegel
gejjin minn kullimkien.

Bahar ta' nies jitbandal
mir—-Rabat sa H'Attard
min jghanni, min jissakar,
min jiekol, mitfugh fl-art.

U ghadda wkoll minn mohhom
il-genn tal-karnival,
xalar, tbahrid, tgawdija
ta' rgiel, nisa u tfal.

U huma wkoll mal—-folla,
lebsin ta' maskarati,
jizzaghblu, jidhku u jizfnu,
kulhadd min jiflah jaghti.

U f'Hadd in-Nies jitilqu
mal—-kotra Haz—-Zabbar,
l-isbah ilbies ixiddu
ha jidhru mill-ahjar.

U wara t~talb fil—-knisja
iduru mat-triqat,
u n-nies tixtri w tindafar
bil-kaghak u l—-gassatat.

Id-dar l—orkestra taghti,
ferh, dabhk, aghjat uwzfin,
kulhadd jixxala u jixrob
ir-rum u r-rozolin.
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Imbaghad f'hajjithom nizlet
dija ta' gmiel il-ferh
bhal—-kewkba il11li tixghel
saghtejn qabel is-sebh.

Kienet l—ewwel tarbija,
kemm ferhu u kemm bkew,
l-ahbar xterdet bhal berqga,
u l-hbieb ghal darhom grew.

Tal-"banda" wara biebhom
ihanxru bil-vjolini,
u tgassmu hbub bil-gabda,
xorb, helu w biskuttini.

Barra, fid-dlam, ix—xita
ged tfaggqga' mal-hitan,
tkarwit ta' raghad fis—sema,

thezhiz ta' bini w djar.

Hawnhekk ix—-Xiha ftakret
meta, mara fugq taghha,
kienet tarfa' 1il binha,
tbusu u thaddnu maghha,

Tghannilu b'lehen kiebi,
lehien minn taht l-ilsien,
dik il-ghanja tal-genna
1i giet minn zmien ghal Zmien:

"Orgod, ibni, orgod,
fil-benniena tal-harir,
ommok il-Madonna,
missierek Gesu' Bambin!"

Xk K X

Imma fid-dawl ta' lampa
1i ged tnemnem ftit ftit,
hemm ghadu x-Xih ged jaqra,
u x-Xiha gieghda thit.
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I. - BAJJA FL — IMGRODDI

Mary Ghio
Il-hajja fl-imghoddi ma Xkienetx komda. Il-mara tad-dar
kienet tqum fl-erbgha ta' filghodu, u wara 1i tisma l-guddiesa
ta' l-ewwel, tmur fug il-banju tahsel xi hasla hwejjeg. Hasla

hwejjeg kien fiha kedda, ghax kien ikollha tahsel, +tghalli,
tlahlah u tonxor, u wara tixxotta Il-kwantita' ta ilma 1i tkun
xerdet wma' l-art. Ix-xirja kien 1ikollha ssir kuljum, ghax
fridge ma Lkienx hawn.

Il-bir u l-bomblu kienu jridu jaghmlu tajjeb biex fis-sajf
ikunhemm xarba friska; il-kaxxa tas—-silg giet aktar il—qguddiem.
Din il-kaxxa kient ta' 1l-injam miksija biz-2zingu; jitfghu fiha
blokka silg imgezwra go bi¢ca flanella jew go bic¢ca karta hazina,
u fiha jpoggu 1-frott u xi fliexken ta' l-inbid jew ta' 1-ilma.

Meta l-mara tigi bix—xirja tibda tikkorda l-borma. Taghmel
borma haxix, titfaghlha xi bi¢ca 2zagqg, =xi widna, zewg sagajn
immellha u xi denb tal-hanzir, u jien nghid kif kienu jghidu dak
iz-2mien..."taghmel dagsxejn kawlata taghqad fug id-difrejn"!.
Il-mara Maltija dejjem kienet thobb issajjar. Haxix bil-kirxa,
stuffat tal-majjal jew tal-muntun. L-Erbgha u 1-Gimgha bigilla,
sfineg tal-bakkaljaw, aringi, intova, ma' ftit fazola, 2ebbug u
marinat kien l—-ikel favorit tal-haddiem Malti. Imgarrun, ross
fil-forn, torti, tigiega jew fenek, kienu l-aktar 1i jissajru
fil-Hdud u l-festi.

Ghand tal-forn kienu jiehdu id-dixx bl-ikel mghotti b'sar-
vetta. Il-furnar kien ikollu bi¢c¢iet taz-2zingu mgattghin xi sitt
¢tentimetri kwadri, b'gang f'togba fit-tarf. Dawn kienu jkunu
tnejn tnejn bl-istess numru, biex wiehed jiddendel mad-dixx, u 1-
iehor jinzamm minn sidu biex meta jigi lura ghalih isibu jagbel u
ma jinbidillwux.

Wagt il—-fat¢endi, l-mara maltija kienet thobb tghanni. Dawn
huma xi ftit mill-ghanjiet 1i kienu jghannu wagt il-hasil tal-
hwejjeg:

Ajma galbi kemm tugaghni,

Qed tugaghni, ghandha biex...

Qabel kellha win ihobbha,

U miskina 'ssa mghandhiex.
Hanini bed¢éun bajdani,
Fejn imur izoggquhbhuli;
Hanini Jjaghmel gha 2Zaqqu,
Ghad x1 darba johdubuli.

Fejn hu dak iz—Zmien ta' dari

Meta xebba tagbad thobb?

Granet taghmel xejn ma tiekol,

Ljieli taghmel ma torgodx!

In-nisa kienu jghannu anki wagt 1i kienu jfetthu Il-haxixa
jew is-suf tan—-naghag Dbiex Jjimlew is-saqqu jew il-mitrah.
Imtierah kien hemm tat—-tiben, tas—suf jew tal-haxixa. Is-suf,
l-ewwel kienu jahsluh il-bahar jew fl—-ilma bil-melh biex ma
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jdewwidx, u wara 1i jinxef sewwa ifetthuh. Il-haxixa kienet tigi
bil-balla; din ukoll kienu jfetthuha, u wara jimlew is—-saggqu u
jittrapuntawh b'labra twila u hoxna jghidulha msella. L—ewwel

kienu jagqgtghu bi¢ceiet tad-drapp tondi dags sold jew dags hames
¢entezmi, v mbaghad ipoggu bit¢cta taht 1-ohra fug il-mitrah,
idahhl l-imsella bi spaga twila mwinn tahta ghal fug, u terga’
minn fug ghal taht, tingibed, tinghafas u tintrabat tajjeb, u
tingata' bl—-imgass; kienu Jjibgghu sejrin hekk, jaghmluhom xi
zewgt ixbar minn xulxin, sakemm jimleww tul il-mitrah kollwu.

Wara gurnata tahbit biex iddur bil-familja, il-mara Kkienet
tistrieh billi kienet tohrog siggu hdejn il-bieb ta' barra u
togghod tragqa' xi qalziet, peduni jew libsa. L~ewwel iddahhal
gisha bajda ta' 1l-injam fil-peduna, u mbaghad kienet togghod
tragqa' bil-pa¢enzja kollha, waqt 1i tghid xi kelma mal—-gara dwar
xi problema tal-familja.

Hafna mwill~irgiel, wara x—-xoghol kienu jmorru l-kazin tal-
banda jew go xi hanut +ta' 1l-inbid, jintasbu madwar =xi mejda
jixorbu xi pinta. Min idahhan bil-pipa u min jobrom xi sigar-—
rett, u jirrakkontaw xi jkun gara matul il-gurnata fug ix—-xoghol,
u jekk fosthom jinzerta jkun hemm xi wiehed 1i jbahhar kien
Jjogghod jirrakkonta kemm il-gharga ra ma' wi¢éu, u kemm nies
iltaga' maghhom bi lsien u drawwiet differenti...izejjen l-istor-
ja b'dawk ta' madwaru attenti u wistaghgba b'dak kollu 1i
Jisimghu.

L-istess kien jigri fil-hwienet ta' 1l-ikel fejn l-istejjer
ma jongsux. Ix-xatt tal-Belt kien hemm il-hwienet ta’' 1l-ikel
ghal dawk 1i jahdmu ta' burdnara, gaddiefa tad-dghajes u haddiema
ohra 1i kellhom mistier fugq il-bahar; platt kirxa jew ghagin
kien jiswa sold biss....erba millesmi ta' 1llum.

Fl-antik veru 1i kien hawn il-fagar u kulhadd Jjixtri bis-

soldi u 1-hbub, pero' I1-ikel kien genwin u tajjeb; jien ukoll
niftakar it-toghma ta' 1l-ikel xort' ohra, aktar bnina. Anke



- 84 -

L-Imnara No. 186

XI TIFKIRIET TA' TFULITI MADWAR SAN FILIPPU TA' L-ISLA
Guzi Buontempo

Ahna konna nogghodu L-Isla vi¢in il-kunvent tal~knisja ta'
San Filippu, u kont midhla sew ta' dan il-kunvent. Ta' seba snin
ghamilt l-ewwel tgarbina mghallem minn Dun Angelo Raggio (Dun Ang
Raggi) 1i kien il-prepostu 1i kien jghallimna d-duttrina fl-
oratorju ta' l-istess knisja. Wara bgajt immur id-duttrina u
kont wiehed mill-maghzulin (mill-bravil) Dun Ang kien igaddes
tal-hamsa ta' filghodu u kien idum hafna, kwazi siegha. Dak iz-
zmien il—-gquddies kien bil-Latin; meta jispi¢ea il—gassis kien
Jinzel it-tliet targiet ta' l-altar u jghid tliet Avemarijiet u
Salve Regina.

Fil-Hdud kien Jjigbor 1lilna +t-tfal fil-kunvent tal-knisja
quddiemr i¢-¢ella tieghu, jaghmlilna t—-tombla u gie 1i Kkien
johrogna xi dawra ukoll, bhal meta darba morna passiggata u
dhalna l-kunvent tal-patrijiet tal-Marsa fejn kellu xi patri
habib tieghu 11 ried imur izur. Meta darba hadt rih kont
inhnaqt, u bgajt hekk ghal xi Zmien ukoll meta ghaddieli. Izda
meta rgajt lura ma shabi, Dun Ang riedni bilfors inkanta "O Santa
Vergine prega per noi..." ukoll jekk ghedtlu 1i ma
stajtx...tistghu tahsbu b'dak il-lehen ta' ziemel fgat x'hareg, u
minbarra shabi, Dun Ang dahaq aktar milli gatt niftakru jidhaq...
I¢t—-¢tella ta' Dun Ang kellha sodda, kredenza b'erba' kxaxen 11
f'wiehed minnhom kien izomm il-libsa 1i kien juza meta jakkumpan—
Ja fil-proc¢essjoni ta' Xorpus 1i kienet tohrog mill-parroc¢ca ta’
Marija Bambina. Kellu wkoll kwadru tal-Madonna tal—-Qalb ta'
Gesu'.

Darba kont ged nisma’ l—-guddies f!San Filippu u tqarbint; u
wihed tifel gie galli li jekk irrid nitgarben darbtejn immur fis-—
sagristija, nixrob ftit ilma, u nerga' nitgarben...Din il-haga
ghamiltha xi darbtejn ohra, sakemm xi ragel induna wu glajt
tamata. Dejjem induru fil-knisja u l-kunvent ta' San Filippu.
Fil-knisja ghadni niftakar 1i kemm il-darba kienet tigi tpoggi
quddiemi xi mara bl-ghonnella gisha gqluh, u ma nkun nista' nara
xejn.

Dun Ang kien jaghmel minn kollox; kien jghallem id-duttrina,
igarben u jgarar hafna. Kont ingisu bhas San Filippu, dejjem
idur bit-tfal. Ahna konna nippretenduha ta' Filippini, u kemm il-
darba xtagna 1i nkunu parro¢¢a ghalina (ta' tfal 1i konna) biex
nippikaw ma tal-Bambina!

Dawk iz-zminijiet ta' tfuliti, bhal bosta tfal ohra, kelli
knisja tal—-loghob fid-dar, aktar gqisha nic¢c¢a, armata b'kollox,
bil-fjuretti, terha hamra, appostli u gandlieri kbar ghal festa u
zghar ghal Xkuljum; dan minbarra ventaltari ghal kull festa u
damask ahmar, u tapit ghal quddiem Il-altar maggur...Kif gie
ghandi dan it-tapit? Xont mort il-knisja sibt 1il Guzeppi s—
sagristan, u ghedtlu 1i kelli bzonn naghmel tapit ghal quddiem 1-
altar tieghi. Hu galli 1i jagtaghli bic¢c¢a minn tapit 1i kellu 1i
Jitrembel, izda riedni l-ewwel nigborlu s—siggijiet tan—naha tar-
Redentur, u galli biex malli nara 1il xi hadd igqum niehu s-siggu.
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Hekk bdejt naghmel u kollox mar harir, sakemm mara 1i kienet
gamet, u haddtilha s—-siggu, iddec¢idiet terga togghod u giet fl-
art! Il-bic¢ta tapit xorta tahieli s-sagristan... F'Hadd
Lazzru kont nghatti il-kwadri tal-knisja tieghi b'bicta velu.
Il-knisja ni¢ta tieghi la kellha koppla u langas kampnar, izda
jiena kelli ganpiena wahda, u fugha kont indogg il-moti kollha
skond il-gawwa tad-daggiet 11 kont naghti, u kien ikolli festa
shiha.

Meta bdejt nikber kelli l-vari tal-Gimgha 1-Kbira bhal ta’
L-Isla, 11 kienu 1-Ort, Marbut, Porpra, Veronika, Vara 1l-kbira,
Monument u d-Duluri. Vi¢in taghna kien jogghod wiehed sinjur
11 kellu tifel ta' mpari 1i kellu sett sbieh u kbar. Dan it-
tifel, fir-randan, kien jaghmel proc¢essjoni bil-vari kollha barra
fit-triq; dak iZ-zmien it—-trig kienet tkun vojta, ghax karrozza
wahda kienet tidhol fiha, dik ta' missieru stess. Kien Jjigbor
tfal ohrajn biex igabbadhom imexxu l-vari, izda meta kont immur
Jien ma kienx iridni...lili dejjem Le; aktar kemm kont inhobb il-
vari aktar kien ihossni miksur. Izda jien kelli l-vari tieghi
(ghalkemm mhux sbieh dags ta' Guzeppi Bonanno). Jien anki kelli
1-O0rt bis-sigra, u tieghu le...Jien ukoll kont naghmel proc¢essjo-
ni d-dar, ...kif? Il-vari tieghi kienu fug, ghalhekk kont
innizzel 1il-vari t-tarag wahda wahda, kultant kien jghini hija
(Alla jahfirlu), u kultant kien ikissirli xi wahda ukell, u wara
1i nirrabja kien ikolli nixtri obhra...jekk ikeclli flus! Meta
darba kont zghir kont fis—sodda ghax kelli xi 103 deni, bdejt
nibki u nolfoq ghax ridthom jixtruli Redentur 1i kont rajt
f'hanut Strada Due Porte; xtrawhuli...{(bejnietna- kien vera
maghmul ikrah!) ..izda wara 1i xtrawhuli bdejt infieqg.

Dun Ang miet wara 1i kien
ilu prepostu ta' San Filippu
ghal 46 sena, u sponewh fil-
kunvent biex jistghu jinvist-
awh in—nies. Billi kellu fama
ta’ gaddis u f'hajtu kien gh-
ghamel hafna ¢gid spiritwali,
kKienhemm xi nies 1i ppruvaw
jehdulu xi bic¢tca mill—-libsa
tieghu bhala rikordju...

Kellu funeral kif kien jixraglu.
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TISLIMA LIL EMANUEL FARRUGIA (1934 -~ 1991)
Angelo Dougall
Emanuel Farrugia miet f'gasir il-ghomor fit-23 +ta' Gunju,

1991, wara marda gasira. Dan I-artist nistghu ingisuh ukoll
bhala artist 1i kellu x'jaqgsam mal-folklor marittimu Malti.

Manwel twieled fil-Kalkar a
f1-1934, u trabba fl-ambjent
marittimu tad-dahla <¢kejkna u
pittoreska, u x—xatt ta' dak is-
subborg. bi storja twila marbuta
mal—-bahar. Kien ghalliem
fl—-ornament tal-gebla fl-iskola
teknika ta’ Targa Gap fil-Mosta
Baga' ghaseb u dedikat b’imhabba
kbira ghall-ornament u skultura
fil-gebla Maltija. Kien
ukoll maghruf bhala artist ta'
xogholijiet ta' collage u
ta' l—-akkwarell. Wara mewtu sa—
ret f'giehu, wirja ta' xogholij-—
iet tieghu fil-muzew ta' l-arti.

Mil-lat tal—-folklor Malti, Manwel kien inaggax u jiddisinnja
lavur u tpingijiet ornamentali folkloristic¢i, u tberfil fuqg gxur
tal-bahar. Kien Jjinkoraggixxi Bhafna 1i jsir tberfil folklo—
ristiku fuq opri tal-bahar, bhal fuq bardnelli, ¢appi, geriti,
emblemi tal-pruwa, ghajnejn, numri fug plakki u skultura folklor-
istika ohra 11 normalment isiru fug dghajes. Kienet 1-hena
tieghu jithaddet fuq l-ornamenti 1i jinsabu fuq luzzijiet, ka-
jikki, dghajes tal-pass, frejgatini u gxur ohra tal-bahar. Kien
jaghmel dawn l-ornamenti bla hlas, basta jkun jaf 1i dawn id-
drawwiet ma Jmutux. Kien Jjilmenta 1i din l-arti marittima
geghda tingata' u tmut bil-mod il-mod, u tkun tassew hasra jekk
ma jingalghux 2zaghzagh dilettanti 1i jidhlu ghal dan it-tip ta’
xoghol fug l-opri taghna tal-bahar.

Fil-passat, fil-Kalkara kien hemm nies maghrufin ghas—sena

ta' tberfil u ornamenti marittimi u folkloristi¢i. Manwel Farru-
gia ta il-kontribut siewi tieghu f'dan il-gqgasam ta' folklor
marittimu. Wagt 1i nsellmulu u nitolbu ghal ruhu, nittamaw 11

kif kienet ix—xewga tieghu, dawn id-drawwiet ma Jjispic¢cawx, u 1i
zaghzagh jiehdu nteress f'din is—sengha u arti ta' folklor marit-
timu.

Nota: Ir-ritratt mehud minn leaflet "Tribute to Emanuel Farrugia"
mahrug f'Gunju 1992 mill Fine Arts Museum, Valletta.
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