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SEASHELLS AS FOLK ART 

Angelo Dougall 

One gets accustomed during festa time, seeing in our parish 
churches, the usual array of f lower bouquets offered by local 
societies or some individual devotees, in honour of the patron 
saint during parish celebrations. This is a long established 
folkloristic manifestation, and a custom of our colourful folk 
life. Yet, on their own, these bouquets of f lower arrangement 
form a definite folkloristic study. On such an event, one occa
sionally comes across something with a difference, some folklor
istic item that should be duly recorded with comments about it. 

On Saturday, August first, 1992, and next day, Sunday, 
during the testa of Saint Peter, patron saint of Birzebbuga 
parish, in the church there was the usual array of pyramidal and 
cone-shaped flower bouquets in front of the titular statue, but 
among them there was an item of an entirely different nature. It 
was a metre high model of the parish church of Saint Peter, 
covered all over with seashells collected from Ramla, Pretty Bay, 
Birzebbuga. 

It was, in itself, a showpiece, much admired by those visit
ing the church on festa days. It was a magnificent piece of folk 
art done with admirable perseverance and infinite patience by Mr. 
John Worman of Birzebbuga, a retired Englishman. The model was 
very accureate in shape, proportions and details, and one could 
marvel at the craftsmanship and great work undertaken by the 
gentleman! We were informed that it was made from 22,000 co
lourful tiny sea shells covering the whole model, mainly composed 
of the Tricolia pulla species, together with others, as Cyclope 
(Panormello) pellucida, l1itrella scripta, Columbella rustica, and 
Astraea (Bolma) rugosa, and the whole work was interspersed with 
small Arca noae shells for extra decorative effect. One very 
rarely, these days, comes across such a fine piece of folk art. 

Seashells, with their myriad patterns, natural design colour 
and shapes, offer varied possibilities for their application in 
different abstract patterns. The lure, attraction and fascina
tion of collecting seashells, by many called "jewels of the sea" 
have been irresistible for the creation of objects d'art. Their 
use in folk decoration, personal or ambiental, has been going on 
since time immemoriaL all the world over, especially by people 
dwelling close to the coast, and more so around sandy beaches 
where these shells are cast ashore and easy to collect, turning 
up in their best show form. 

When st. Gregory's morning festivities at zejtun were over, 
people used to throng the seas ide resorts close I and combed 
Marsaxlokk beach and the nearby Ramla sandy cove at Birzebbuga, 
for seashells. Later on in the evening, the various species of 
shells were taken back home, and kept them busy creating objects 
d'art. But then, those days were more leasurely and easy going! 
Coral too, white or red, (the latter more valuable and less 
available) was obtained from fisherfolk, to be incorporated for 
extra decoration in many a folk object d'art. 

Mnay people,· these days, have a try at so.me sort of folk 
design or folk decoration made from seashells, and patiently 
persevere in this time-consuming pasti Some doing it profes-



.. 60 -

L-Imnara No. 16 

sionally, producing souvenirs for tourists. At one time, this 
pastime was very popular in Mal ta; indeed it is a very old form 
of folk art. It reached its peak around the middle of the 18th 
century, and in private collections, one could see exquisite 
bouquets made entirely of seashells. These were presumably made 
by convicts, but were commissioned by the Mal tese nobili ty, and 
given as presents to the Grand Master of the Order of Saint John. 
In Mal tese churches and chruch museums, one can a Iso see these 
small bouquets in niches. But such exquis i te work as prcaticed 
in those days is all but a lost art, in spite of some survival on 
a small scale. 

However, this form of folk art went on sporadically through
lout the Victorian era, and one could s ti 11 see many fine exam
ples today, in private homes and collections. At my grandpar
ents' house in Senglea, I remember a couple of folk art examples 
made from seashells; one was a small cave of coral and shells, 
sheltering a small clay figure (pastur) of st. Anthony the Abbot 
inside it, and the other a wax figure of Baby Jesus surrounded by 
f lowers and abstracxt ornaments made from coral and seashells. 
Both these 18th century examples were protected under glass,} but 
unfortunately lost in the blit~. 

Seashell folk art was most popular among seamen on long 
journeys, and among convicts serving long terms in jai 1. Howev
er, this pastime, from time to time, was taken up by people of 
all standing, and luckily there have been many books published on 
the subject. This type of folk decoration has been concurrent, 
but on a lower scale, with another, but practically dead folk 
craft, the ganutil, artificial flower-making and arrangement. 

There is a tendency to create abstractions in free forms or 
geometric patterns. It is also a form of (so-called) peasant 
art, or what we could term as fisherman's art. This little 
written-about (here in Malta) form of art could be looked upon as 
a collage of freely found pieces of pretty natural objects. The 
folk artist also aims at adding something more to his life's 
environment and make his surroundings more congenial to live in. 
Objects such as those made of seashells could serve as a memento 
of someone who has been a few times to the seaside or to some 
festa at Marsaxlokk some years back! 

In this type of folk art, one could see framed pictures of 
flower bouquets and various types of abstract decoration, or 
picture frames studded with seashells in abstract design, old 
seamen I s valentine boxes, grottoes large or small, credence-top 
decorations under glass, bouquets, bottles and furni ture covered 
all over with various species and sizes of seashells, and all 
sorts of other decorative items. One should not forget outdoor 
fountains, loggias and grottoes. 

A great exponent and expert in this type of folk art was the 
late Reverend Dun Frans Camilleri of Hamruni he left us many 
examples of his exquisite works to admire. 

See photos on page 61, and captions on page 79 
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PIP A TAL-QASBA 

John Wood 

I believe that most national collections around the Mediter
ranean littoral contain some examples of tobacco pipes, and no 
doubt, a comparative study will eventually emergej meanwhile if 
one draws attention to the subject other examples may come to 
light, as may useful information, especially as some older folk 
still remember these clay pipes in everyday use. 

Background 
Mal ta and Gozo, lying midway between Gibral tar and Lebanon 

are almost at the geographical centre of the Mediterranean, and 
have formed a port of call between Europe and North Africa, 
between the Moslem and Christian worlds. The Maltese have been 
in contact with both for centuries, and the cultures of both have 
contributed many customs and ideas which the islanders have 
adapted for their own use. Emigration has been one the solution 
to problems of overcrowding in the archipelago and contact has 
been maintained between home and overseas communities. 

Tobacco and tobacco pipes had penetrated the Eastern Mediterra
nean by the very early 17th century (Robinson 1985). Cultivation 
of the plant was introduced into Malta at the beginning of the 
18th century. At first, entry was oppesed by the Order of 
Knights for fear that the gplant would foul the air, but later 
cultivation was allowed although no substantial area of arable 
land was occupied by the crop (Blouet 1967). In 1809 and 1810 
tobacco was imported from Trieste in the Adriatic, and again in 
1848. Subsequent plantation was cons idered by the adminis tra
tion (Bowen-Jones 1960). 19th century Mal tese were apparently 
disadvantaged in that tobacco products lost their aroma when 
stored in buildings of moist local stone, (including perhaps 
snuff in the kaxxetta which De Soldanis lists as part of women's 
around 1750). According to Badger's description of Malta and 
Gozo, 1836-1841, the pipa tal-qasba was common enough to be part 
of the countryman's ensemble (Fig. 1). 

Present Situation 
Brief enquiries into the local manufacture of clay artifacts 

in Gozo indicate that finewares have frequently been imoported 
from Sicily whilst everyday pottery has been made locally until 
comparati ve ly recently. For example, the Ful"11'1ari Carmel Sacco 
who died 28 years ago aged 87, worked a hand operated wheel in 
Victoria. He used the local grey bodied clay (tdfdl) which 
fires a biscuit colour with rusty areas depending on the position 
in the ki In and therefore the temperature. According to his 
relatives he never made tobacco pipes, although Salvu Axiaq (age 
86 in March 1993) from Wied Sara says Carmel Sacco worked caly 
from il-lIarrax from which he made pipa tal-qasba. Salvu} a 
lifelong pipesmoker, was a customer. A modern potter at the 
Dbiegi makes only souvenirs and imports her clay from DK. 
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In 1981 I contacted the sales manager of Malta Pipeworks, 
Ltd.; neither he, nor his father ever remember reed pipes being 
made locally, and said they were probably imported. In the same 
year, the folklorist Dr. Cassar Pullicino, in a personal communi
cation to me, remembered as a youth, seing Gozitan priests smok
ing the pipa tal-qasba. This was substantiated by the late Dr. 
Francis Mallia, then Director of the National Museum in Valletta. 

Father Joseph Bezzina (1985) quotes from the Archiepiscopal 
Archives: "Some ecclesiastics were indulging in the not commen
dible but increasingly popular habit of smoking a pipe. Due to 
their state and dignity, they were prohibited to smoke in public, 
but were free to do so in private"; these circumstances pertain
ing between 1801 and 1840. 

"A Maltese Pothouse" by Brockdorff (who was painting local 
scenes circa 1825) shows the proprietor smoking a reed pipe, and 
a detail from a watercolour (Ms1611 NLM) illustrates a pipe
smoking priest opposite the main entrance of south temple, 
Ggantija, Gozo. The earliest illustration I can find is in a 
late 18th century copperplate engraving by Zimelli (in the Na
tional Museum of Fine Arts, Valletta) I showing a peasant in 
wedding costume with a similar reed pipe. 

The Reed Pipes 
zeppi Grech who worked at Xag~ra windmill was a jack of all 

trades making everything from mousetraps to ploughs and most 
likely carved the stone (Globigerina) pipes which were found with 
his things (Figs. 2, 3). 

Amongst a collection of reed pipes in the Gozo Museum are 
two whose origin can be identified. The stamp found on Fig.4 is 
also found on pipes from Varna, Bulgaria, (Stanceva 1975/76). 
Maltese merchants were importing cereals from the Black Sea in 
1812 (Price 1954). Between 1854 and 1857 Mal ta was used as a 
staging for the Crimea War. The importation of this pipe is at 
least possible during those times. Fig.5 is stamped BONNAUD 
MARSEILLES underneath the stem. The firm was founded by Hippo
lyte Leon Bonnaud in 1824; it closed in 1955. Small numbers of 
Mal tese had emigrtated to Marsei lIes in 1832 (almos t a decade 
after Bonnaud founded his factory). The migration continued 
until 1844. A larger number of emigrants arrived in 1855 and 
again in 1891. Perhaps sai lors or returning migrants were 
responsible for its introduction. 

Conclusion 
There has been ample opportunity for seamen, migrants, 

emigrants, and re-migrants to import smoking materials into the 
archipelago during the 17th-19th centuries, and on the evidence 
of clays, manufacturers' marks and stamps, it would appear that 
the majority of pipa tal-qasba were imported. 

Much remains to be done to trace the development of pipe 
smoking in the Maltese Islands. 
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Fig.2 Globigerina 
limestone blank for 
pipes similar to Fig.3. 
Provenance: Xaghra mill. 

Fig.3 Globigerina 
limestone pipe. 
Provenance: Xaghra 
mill. 

~ fk'~--''''''''''i 
~~" ;,~ 

\ 
.. , ,""" 

,(!f "" .... , ........ \ .&: . «t~. J 

.~:;~:~~~~ 
. >~;.: .•. ,: .. ~.,. ~ 

' .. ~ ...... 

cms 

,~~~:~" 
'" .. .. ".' ...... .. 

Fig.4 

® 
\ 
\ 

i 
I 
I 

I 

cres 

~:~~::~~.::~--..:.. 
. ~'''''-

Fig.l r;/I'/hl'ly "////// 

crns 

Fig.S 



- 65 -

L-Imnara No. 16 

References 

Agius de Soldanis. 1750 Della Lingua Punica presentamente usata 
da'Maltesi (pp115-117). 

Badger G.P. 1989. Description of Malta and Gozo. Melitensia 
Malta 

Bezzina J. 1985. Religion and Politics in a Crown Colony. Bugel
li pUblications. Valletta. 

Blouet B. 1967. The Story of Malta. Progress Press. Malta. 
Bowen - Jones et al. 1960. Malta: Background for Development. 

Durham University. 
Price C.A. 1954. Malta and the Maltese. Georgian House. 

Melbourne. 
Robinson R.W. 1985. Tobacco Pipes of Corinth and of the Athenian 

Agora. Hesperia 54,149-203. 
Stanceva M. 1975/76. La confection de pipes en Bulgarie. Bull. 

du Musee des arts decoratifs (Beograd)19/20.129-37 

Din il-Har~a tat L-Imnara 

Min~abba diversi diffikultajiet, dan in-numru 16ta' L-Imnara 
li kien g~as-sena 1992, kellna no~orguh tard, issa, fl-1994. 
F'qasir ~mienJ din is sena ukoll se no~orgu in-numri 17 u IS, 
wielied biex jaqbel mal-1993, u l-iel'lor gl'lad din is-sena. L
Imnara tintbgl'lat lil min ikun l'Iallas is-snubija tas-snin 
specifikati. 

Il-l'Jrug ta' L-Imnara jirrikjedi bosta spejjez (minbarra 
xognol), u nneggu lill-membri i~allsu regolari is-snubija tagl'lhom 
ta' Lira fis-sena. 
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XI TALB FOLKLORISTIKU MIHH GhAWDEX 

Anthony Mario Sa1iba 

Wiened mill-aspetti ew1enin ta1-folklor Gnawdxi hu proprju 
t-talb li kienu jgl'lidu missirijiertna fl-imggoddi. Bnala poplu 
re1igjuz gnall-annar J kien hawn bosta talbiet (nistgnu 
insejnulhom ukoll vers i popolari re 1 igjuz i) 1 i ntirtu bi 1- fomm 
minn missier gnall-iben, u saru bicca mit-tradizzjoni tal
Gnawdxin. IlIum, dan it-talb qed jintilef u jintnesa. Jal1a dan 
ma JSlrx, gnax allura nkunu t1ifna parti onra mill-wirt f01klo
ristiku ta' gziritna. 

Kurunelli Forsi l-aktar talb komuni f1-imgnoddi, u li fortuna
tament gnadu magnna, huwa propr ju 1-kurune 111. Kull parrocca 
kellha l-kurunella ta' gien ad unur il-qaddis patrun tagnha. 
Dawn huma aktarx poeziji b'versi ottonarji (li fihom tmien silla
bi, normalment accentati fuq i t-tielet u s-seba si llaba) u bi 
tmien versi f'kull strofa. Generalment, kurunella jkollha disa' 
strofi u wara kull wanda jingnadu 1-Missierna, is-S1iema u 1-
Glorja. 

Forsi l-aqwa kittieb tal-kurunelli li qatt kel1na f'Malta u 
Gnawdex kien il-Borm1iz Dun Ludoviku Mifsud Tommasi (1796-1879). 
Fl-l835 kien ippubblika ktejjeb bl-isem ta' IlTifnir u Talb". 
F' fdan il-ktejjeb insibu gnadd ta' kurunel1i li kiteb, fosthom 
dik ta' Santa Marija li tingnad fil-katidral t'Gnawdex tul il
jiem tal-festa. 

Fl-1900, il-Kan. Lettur tal-Katidral ta' Gnawdex, Dun Alfons 
Marija Hili, ippubblika ktejjeb ta' kurunelli gnan-noveni tal
festi principa1i tal-Madonna. Mad-disa' wanda nsibu kurunel1a 
ta' San Guzepp) l-gnareus purissmu ta' Marija Vergni. Dan i1-
ktejjeb kien gie stampgat fl-istamperija tas-Sur Salvu Grech, 
Strada Carita No. 41. Kittieb Gnawdxi tal-kurunelli kien 
ukoll il-magnruf Patri Krispin Valla) il-Lettur tal-Kapuccini 
f'Gnawdex, li fost il-kurunelli tieggu insibu wkol1 dik tal San 
Pawl Missierna) biex tingnad fil-knisja dedikata lilu f'Marsal
forn. 

II-Brajbu u l-Kredu Il-Brajbu (kultant magnruf ukoll bnala 
trajbu) kienet orazzjoni popolari nafna f'Gnawdex, l-aktar fl
irnula tal-Punent, I-Gnarb u San Lawrenz. Il-brajbu hu varjazz
joni ta' orazzjoni onra popolari l'lafna fi Sqallija u fl-Italja, 
magl1rufa aktar bl1ala it i 1 Verbo". Ta 1 min igib fti t vers i ta' 
din it-talba tal-versjoni li gbart minn fomm mara xwejna mill
Gnarb: 

Brajbu nafu u Brajbu ngl'lidu: 
Min ma jafux jitgnallmu, 
U jgnidu tlitt darbiet kuljum, 
Pieni tan-nirien ma jara qatt, 
U l-genna dritt imur. 

Versjoni onra migbura mis-Sur Anton F. A ttard, publ ikata 
fil-ktieb tiegnu "Mill-Hajja tal-Imgnoddi" (1991L tvarja xi ftit 
minn dik ta' fuq. F'din it-talba nsibu referenzi gl'lall-
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episodji mill-Passjoni ta'Gesu', tal-Gudizzju Universali u 1-
weglida li jekk wielied jgliid din i t-talba tli tt darbiet kuljum 
imur dritt il-genna. 

Talba olira ferm popolari f'Gliawdex Idenet "II-Kredu", talba 
publikata mi5-sur A.F.Attard fil-ktieb imsemmi. Dan il-Kredu, 
migbur mir-Rabat, jikkonsisti f'poezija folkloristika ta' tnax 
il-vers 1i minnhom ser ingibu l-aliliar liames versi mill-verzjoni 
tal-ktieb imsemmi: 

Vieni ..... fejn sejjer? 
Sejjer it-Triq tal-Genna, 
Warda Romana, 
Triq ta' Lixandra, 
Amen, Hekk ikun. 

Talb Folkloristiku Iebor Mir-Ralial ta' I-Gliarb, gbart din il
verzjoni tat-talba ta' filgliodu, li skond min qalhieli kienet 
anki tingliad fil-knisja parrokkjali tal-Vizitazzjoni tat l-istess 
ralial sa sebgnin sena ilu: 

Nizzik najr 
Li lnt sebbalitni najja; 
Agliti d-dawl lili, 
Lill-proxxmu kol1u tiegni, 
Gurnata tini tajba, 
Tna11ini qatt noffendik, 
U skond qalbek jien ngliix najti. 

Verzj oni onra ta' din it-tal ba, bi ft i t di f ferenza, tins ab 
fi1-ktieb tan-notamenti ta' Manwel Magri S.J.} publikat f1-1991 
mis-Sur Guze' Cassar Pullitino. Talba olira folkloristika hi dik 
li kienet tingliad kul1 nhar ta' Gimgna fit-tlieta ta' wara nof
s inhar. Din gbartha mir-Rabat t' Gliawdex} irnma tinsab imxerrda 
rna' Gliawdex u Malta kollha: 

(Gesu' Msallab ikel1em 1il run il-bniedem) 
o ruh} x'gliamiltlek jiena, 
Bil-lanzetti ftahtli qalbi, 
lnti titbieglied minni, 
Jien irridek tigi gnandi. 

Fl-istess ktieb tan-notamenti ta' Magri} nsibu talba ol'lra 
Gnawdxija ta I qabe 1 i t-Tqarbin, 1 i huwa gabar min-Nadur. Hi 11 i 
jidher din hija talba qadima bil-bosta} gl'lax f'dan ir-ral'lal ma 
sibt lil nadd jafha. Tikkonsisti fi tnax il-vers; I ibu minnha 
l-ewwel ftit versi: 

Riesaq fug il-mejda tiegl'lek (i.e. I-altar) 
Nitqarben bik u naglirnel pati miegliek, 
X'jien fid-dinja, kott dud ta'l-art! 
Se nirtievi s-SuItan tas-Serna u I-Art! 
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Nispiccaw b"talba tassew l'lelwa li gbart minn fomm sajjied 
tax-XlendL li aktarx hija rnagl'lrufa wkol1 f'Malta. I I-Madonna 
qed t1'lajjar lil Gesu' jorqod, irnrna dan ma jistax gl'lax qed jifta
kar fl-imsierner li gl'lad isarnmrul'l mas-salib u fid-duluri li trid 
issofri Ommu Marija. 

Orqod, ibni orqod, 
Biex nghattik btdax-xugaman, 
J'Omrn, rna nistax norqod 
Gnax niftakar fil-musmar. 

Orqod, ibni orqod, 
Ser ngl'lattik b'dal-maktur, 
J'Omm rna nistax norqod 
Gl'lax niftakar fid-dulur. 

L-GhAQDA TAL~FOLKLOR 

L-Gnaqda tal-Folk1or twaqqfet kif inhi issa f1-1964 bil-g1'lan li 
tinkuraggixxi l-istudju u 1-interess fil-fo1k1or ta' Malta u 
G1'lawdex. Tul iz-zmienijiet organizzat diversi wirjiet u attivi
tajiet ol'lra, inkluzi essay competitions, l'largiet, tanditiet u 1-
1'largiet ta' L-Imnara. 

Il-Kumitat g1'las-sena 1993 u 1994 huwa ffuramat hekk: 

President: Guido Lanfranco; Vici President: Guzi Buontempo; 
Segretarju: Alfred Fenech; Assistent Segretarju: Thomas Agius; 
Tezorier: J. Porsella Flores; Assistent Tezorier: Maria Pisani; 
Membri: Gerard Cacciattolo, Angelo Dougall, Joseph Fenech, 

Alfred Galea, Paul Portelli. 

rl-nas tas-snubija fil-Gnadqa huwa ta' 
dan jinkludi 1-1'larga ta' L-Imnara ta' 
indirizz tas-Segretarju huwa: 

Lira Mal tija fis-sena, u 
dik is-sena mnallsa. L-

Alfred Fenech, "Grezz" Triq id-Dirsa, Attard. 



- 69 -

L-Imnara No. 16 

L - ILBIES FIL - VI~TU 

Maria Pisani 

Dwar id-drawwiet ta' I-antenati tagtma meta kien imuti lhom 
xi nadd, ta' min jgnid xi naga fuq l-ilbies matul il-perjodu tal
viztu. 

Fil-kaz meta kien imut il-kap tal-familja, gnall-ewwel sitt 
xhur, in-nisa ta' klassi gnolja, kienu juzaw kappell aktarx bla 
faldi, forma ta' towk (toque) li minnu, fuq wara, kien jinzel 
velu tal-gorgett iswed imberfel bil-krip (crepe) fin li kien 
jasal sa quddiem. Fl-ilbiesi kien ikollhom tberfil tal-krip 
ukolL u ir-romoL minbarra dan il-velu, kien ikollhom tberfila 
tal-krip abjad fuq quddiem tal-kappell. It-toilette tal-viztu ma 
kienx ikun komplit jekk ma jintIibisx par ingwanti suwed tal
gild, anzi preferibbilment tas-swejd (suede), gnax aktar ikunmu 
matti. Il-materjal gnaII-ilbiesi kien jintgnazel matt ukoll. 

Kien hemm zmien metal fil-Iuttu strett, anke I-irgiel kienu 
jagnmlu l-krep mal-kappall, infatti anke Victor Hugo isemmi din 
id-drawwa fil-famuz rumanz tiegnu "Les MiserabIes". Dari nadd 
ma kien jonrog mingnajr kappell, la n-nisa u Ianqas l-irgiel. 

L-irgiel kienu jilbsu libsa sewda ukoll. Dan minbarra li 
kellhom l-inkravata sewda u mustaxija fuq il-komma tax-xellug 
tal-glekk. Dawk li ma tantx kienu jistgnu, kienu jilbsu xi 
Iibsa griza jew blu skur. Il-foqra nett kienu jilbsu qalziet u 
sidrija suwed, bil-mustaxija fuq il-komma tal-qmis, u berritta 
sewda. 

I I-crepe, jew kif kienu jsej1iulu bil-MaltL il-krip, kif 
semmejt aktar qabel, kien materjal aktarx trasparenti u kkrepat, 
ismu miegtlU, u daqsxejn iggummat biex l-ikkrepar tiegnu izomm. 
Meta ki en ikun ta' kwal i ta I f ina, kien ikun gnol i 'hafna, u ma 
kontx issib-u fil-nwienet kollha. Jg'tlidu li kien famu:2: gnalih 
Camilleri ta' fuq San Gwann, jew HA La Ville de Lyons", kif kien 
jismu dan il-nanut fil-Belt, magnruf gnad-drappijiet fini tiegnu, 
u li kien jinsab fejn illum hemm is-Securities Centre tal-Bank of 
Valletta. Kien hawn ukoll krip ta' kwalita' inferjuri li kien 
jintuza minn dawk li ma tantx kienu jistgl'1U inallsu, minn tal
liwienet li kienu jdendlu l-strixxi suwed mal-vetrina jew lianut 
taglihom meta kien imutilhom xi liadd tal-familja, xi persuna 
mportanti, jew girien. Kienu juzawh ukol! il-bekkamorti biex bih 
idawru t-tomna li kienu jilbsu waqt il-funeral. Dan il-krip kien 
jintu:2:a ukoll biex isir xi toff mal-kuruni tal-fjuri, u biex 
jiksu l-istandard ta' xi banda jekk din tkun takkumpanja f'xi 
funeral jew f'xi protessjoni tal-Gimg~a l-Kbira. Iz-~wiemel li 
kienu jigbdu l-karru tal-mejtin} kienu jlibbsuhom faldrappi 
suwed, tal-bellus, pjumi kbar suwed f'rashom, u jaglirnlulhorn xi 
ornamenti b'dan il-krip. Dan kollu kien 1sir meta I-familja tal
mejjet kienet tkun tista' tnallas. Il-krip abjad kienu ju~awh 
biss ir-romol; kien aktar gnoli, u aktar diffitli ssibu. 

Waqt il-vi~tu rna kienx jintlibes deheb} izda l-glionja kienu 
jilbsu ornamentL bnal imsielet} labar} girakoli u pendentL jew 
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tal-~et (jade) iswed jew tal-qroll iswed, fil-waqt li dawk foqra 
kienu jiksu l-imsielet tad-deheb b'xi bi66a 6arruta sewda matul 
il-viżtu. 

Drawwa oħra li kien hawn kienet, li meta l-għonja jmutilhom 
xi ħadd, kienu jaqtgħu drapp iswed biex jinħetu l-ilbiesi tas
sefturi, għax kien meqjus nuqqas ta' rispett lejn il-mejjet, jekk 
il-qaddeja jidhru f'daru libsin il-kulur. 

Il-perjodu ta' viżtu strett kien ta' sentejn, u warajh jibda 
l-meżżu viżtu li kien idum xi sitt xhur, meta allura kien jibda 
jitħallat ma' l-iswed xi kulur serju bħal abjad, vjola, lila' jew 
griż, u kienu jistgħu jibdew jintlibsu xi ornamenti tal-~awhar. 

Matul l-ewwel sentejn, dawk li jkunu tilfu lil xi ħadd, la 
kienu jmorru fes ti u lanqas tejatru, ri6evimenti u pranz ij iet; 
lanqas ma kien isir daqq ta' pjanu, gramophone, radju u strumenti 
oħrajn ~ewwa d-dar. Jekk xi ħadd tal-familja kien ikollu bil
fors idoqq għax kien ikun qed jistudja xi strument, kienu jagħlqu 
t-twieqi biex minn barra t-triq ma jinstemgħax daqq. 

Għalkemm ħafna minn dawn id-drawwiet kienu fl-aqwa tagħhom 
fis-seklu l-ieħor, baqgħhu jeżistu sas-snin tletin ta' dan is
seklu għoxrin, sakemm it-tieni gwerra dinjija ~abet taqliba kbira 
f'kull qasam tal-ħajja, inkluż il-viżtu, li ftit ftit, għoddu qed 
jispi66a għal kollox. 

Kitbiet Għall-Imnara 

L-Edi tur ja66etta ki tbiet għall-Imnara, I żDA JRIDU JKUNU 
ORI~INALI U MHUX PUBBLIKATI QABEL BAND' OħRA. Iridu jkunu 
esperjenzi peronali ta' l-imgħoddi, jew riżultat ta' ri6erka 
personali, jew ta' intervisti jew kuntatti personali ma' anzjani. 
Jistgħu ikunu bil;-Malti jew lsien ieħor, iżda tingħata preferen
za lis-su66etti li jittrattaw dwar interess folkloristiku glIal 
Malta u Għawdex. Il-kitbiet jistgħu jintbagħtu lill-Editur, 

76, Triq San Trofimu, Tas-Sliema, SLM 02 
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gABRA TA I TAQBILIET POPOLARI (L-EWWEL PART!) 

Guido Lanfranco 

Gnal xi zmien ili nigbor noti dwar aspetti varji tal-folklor 
tagnna, minn gliand l-anzjani. Hafna min-noti tiegni gew minn 
kuntatti personali, izda olirajn gbarthom billi bdejt naglimel 
programmi folkloristici fuq ir-radju, l-aktar fuq I-RTlC fejn 
bdejt naglizel suggetti li dwarhom kont inkun irrid insib aktar 
informazzjoni, u bosta mis-semmiegna bdew icemplu waqt il
programmi u jaglitu l-informazzjoni tagtlhom. DejjemJ blialma 
wiened jistenna, din 1-informazzjoni kienet ta' zewg kategoriji, 
jigifieri dawk li kont ga nafhom sew, izda servew biex jikkonfer
maw dak li naf, U olirajn li kienu varjanti ta' dak li nafu, jew 
godda glial kollox. Dawn il-gabriet ta' informazzjoni huma ta' 
tliet kategoriji: i. komunikazzjonijiet orali personali, li 
jinkludu intervisti Jew informazzjoni spontanja Jew bliala twegiba 
glial xi mistoqsijiet tieglii. 11. noti u transkrizzjonijiet ta' 
rekordings 1i gliamilt mil1-programmi tieglii fuq ir-radju. 111. 

Korrespondenza minn semmieglia tal-programmi tieggi fuq ir-radju 
li ppreferew jiktbu milli jcemplu waqt il-programmi. 

Din id-darba se nienu gliazla ta' sebgliin taqbila li gentil
ment kitbuli xi persuni, u ngibhom hawn gliall-interess taglihom. 

Taqbila antika 
Imxejt, imxejt, imxejt 
iarbun ta' l-angli xeddejt 
Wasalt sal-bieb ta1-genna 
Sibt il-gliadu qed jistenna 
Gliedtlu "lil min qed tistenna?" 
Qa11i "Qed nistenna lilekH 

Sodda, salib, imliadda, kuruna, 
Kull min iliobb I-AlIa 
Ikollu xorti ventura 
Ventura tal-venturi 

Gliedt1u "li1i m'gliandekx xi tridni 
Gliax rulii miktuba I-AlIa" 

Dik ommok Santa Klara 
Missierek Santu Wistin, 
Tlettax il-grazzja kellu 
Dak I-imqaddes Sant"Antnin.(l) 

Brajbu 
Brajbu naf u brajbu ngliid, 
Salib maqbru glial mawrien, 
Gesu' liabbu, Gesu' riedu, 
Fuqu ssallab, fuqu miet. 
Min ma jafx dan il-brajbu 
Ifittex jitgliallmu, 
U jgnidu tIiet darbiet kuljum, 
Piena tan-nar le ma jara, 
Gewwa I-genna dritt imur. (2) 

Gbanjiet lil-Hanini 
Hanini raqad fug l-ilma 
U filgliodu sebali bil-gliatx, 
Jew il-gannata nkisritlu, 
Jew il-liabel ma laliagx. (3) 

Dak lianini liebes l-iswed 
Dik sinjal is-sinjorija 
Gliandu flus biex jixtri I-Malta 
U jdawwarha bil-merkanzija.(5) 
Jien safar ma rridx insiefer 

Qalbi u galb lianini walida 
B'zigarella marbutin, 
Il-mewt trid tkun glialina 
Biex tifridna minn xulxin.(4) 

Kemm huma sbejlia l-gliajnejn suwed 
Gliad li n-nies ifaliliru z-zorog 
X'par gliajnejn gliandu lianini, 
Jisirqu x-xebbiet mit-torog.(6) 

Hanini gliajjur gnalija 
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Gnax ma rridx naqsam kanali 
Irrid noqgnod fil-port ta' Malta 
Fejn narak u fejn tarani.(7) 

Jien ukoll gnajjura gnalih 
Lili jnobbni u jurlnl 
Jien innobbu w ma nurihx.(8) 

Hanini jdoqq il-kitarra Minn din it-triq gnaddejt u ngnaddi 
Jien nizfinlu l-ispanjola GO fiha gnandi qasrija 
Kemm ili ninnamra miegnu Jien ma nnobbx il-fjuri li tagnmel, 
Kont gnadni tfajla mmur l-iskola(9) Izda x-xebba li ssaqqiha(10) 

X'par gnajnejn gnandu nanini 
Kif nagnmel u nonodhomlu 
Nilgnabhomlu belladonna 
U wanda wanda nirbanhomlu.(11) 

Kemm innobbu lil-nanini 
Gnax gustuz, nelu w speejali 
Jiena l-ommu nenodulha 
Jekk naf najti tispieeali.(13) 

Hanini jdoqq ma' tal-Baqri 
Kemm tixraqlu l-uniformi 
Lilu rrid u lilu nienu 
avolja ma tridnix ommi.(15) 

Dak nanini mil mezzani 
La hu twil llanqas qasir 

Kemm gnandi grazzja mal dawka 
Li jkollhom gnajnejhom sbien 
Dak nanini wiened minnhom, 
Kemm jiena fernana bih! (12) 

Kemm innobbu lil-dak nanini 
Fil-periklu li jiggennen 
Mhux gnax gnandi gmiel go wieei 
Izda jiggustani nitkellem.(14) 

Li kont taf kemm jien innobbok 
Li kont taf x'nagnmel gnalik, 
Li kieku l-qlub jinqalgnu 
Qalbi naqla l u nagntik.(16) 

Gnandu dsatax il-sena 
Jalgnaqhom nhar Sant'Antnin.(17) 

Kemm innobbu dak nanini 
Fejn imur jenodni miegnu 
Billi jiena izgnar minnu 
Jansbuni t-tifla tiegnu.(18) 

zewwigni, mama' zewwigni 
zewwigni lil-ggant tal-Belt 
Sajf u xitwa jorqod barra 

Dawk gnajnejk is-suwed tuta 
Xebbanthom xebba Ihudija 
Imnabbtek kollha qassamtha 

Xejn ma jibza' mill-maltemp.(20) Ma nallejtx daqsxejn gnalija(21) 

Nara l-wieeek ninsa d-dinja 
Nisma' kliemek ma mmut qatt 
Jiena nnenni runi b'idejja 
Jekk narak f'idejn xi nadd.(22) 

La twila u l'anqas qasira 
Qegnda kif irridek Jlen 
Donnok qanpiena tal-fidda 
Magnmula gnand l-argentier.(24) 

R-ritratt tiegnek qi 
Gewwa qalbi hu stampat 
Imdawwar bid-deheb u I-fidda 
Bid-djamanti indurat (26) 

Spicea z-zmien tan-namur tagnna 
Gnal flimkien izjed manniex 
Talli nabbejtni nabbejtek 
U obbligata lejk mhinix.(23) 

Dak nanini liebes l-iswed 
Donnu mietlu xi nabib 
Mititlu l-gnaziza ommu 
Li rabbietu fug il-nalib.(25) 

i ~uvni sbejjan qalbi nabbet 
Dana kien minn Hal Balzan 
Meta marru jgnidu l-ommi 
Qaltli insib wiened anjar(27) 

Go qalbi gnandi bixkilla Minn dit-triq gnaddejt u ngnaddi 
Mimlija bil-farkizzan GO fiha riedu jzewguni, 
Ngnidilkom min hu nanini Xebba sbejna w bint nies sewwa 
Guvni sbejjan minn Hal Balzan(28) Izda dota ftit riedu jtuni.(29) 
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HaIIi I-ommok u eJJa miegni 
Ha tara min hu I-anjar 
Ommok traqqdek fuq it-tiben 
U jiena nraqqdek fuq it-tajjar.(30) 

Fi Strada ta' Santu Rokku 
Hemmek fetan nanut gdirl 
I~-~igija taqIi I-milsa 
U~-~igi jaqIi il-mazzit.(31) 

Meta nara s-sabin wiccek 
Ikun jixraqlek rigal fin 
Jien nagntik par brazzuletti 
U maktur kbir tal-narir.(32) 

Hanini sejjer isiefer 
Bejn it-Tnejn u t-Tlieta jmur 
It-tikira li nallieli 
Biex ma nkellimx guvintur.(34) 

Kemm innobbu il-nut moqli 
Specjalment ikun biz-zaIza 
L-imnabba Ii tnobbni inti 
Hija kollha mnabba faIza.(36) 

Kemm innobbu lil-nanini 
AIlavolja ma jtini xejn 
Meta jkolli inlestilu 
Meta le, nagnmillu d-dejn.(38) 

Ngnidilkom x'ju~a nanini 
Libsa gri~a kappell tat-tiben 
Niesu kollha daru gnalija 

Libbsuni libsa ro~a 
U kien jixraqli ic-celest 
U gnajruni li jien kergna 
U l-gnarus tiegni diga lest(33) 

X'inti faccata tiegni 
Irrid inkelmek u ma nistgnax 
In-nies kollha kontra tiegni 
U isban minnek ma narax.(35) 

Wiccek wicc l-angli tas-sema 
Dawk gnajnejk kemm huma sbien 
X'wicc gnandek kemm hu nelu 
Ma nistgnax nissaportih.(37) 

Hanini musmar tal-qronfol 
Ajma qalbi kemm ifun 
Allavolja daqsxejn samrani 
Ix-xebbiet kemm inobbuh. (39) 

NgnidiIkom min hu nanini 
Min hawn jgnaddi ta' kuljum 
Libsa gri~a u bajdanija 

Gnax nabbejtu daqsxejn ta' tifel(40) U ngravata navy blue.(41) 

Li kienet l-imnabba teqred 
Kieku gismi ilu mejjet 
Haqqni min jimmeritani 
Gnax liIek nabbejtek i~~ejjed(42) 

Meta rajt ir-ritratt tiegnek 
Grazzja miegnek le ma nadx 
Meta rajtek naturali 
GO qalbi lilek dannalt.(44) 

Ix-xemx gnebet u ga ni~Iet 
Qarnar tal-Iejla ma telgnax' 
Gnax nanini gnadu rieqed 
Minn-nagl'las gnadu ma xebgnax( 46) 

Minn gnajnejk nergin ir-raggi 
Hassejthom denlin go fija 
HaIIi I-ommok u ejja miegni 
HaIli tara d-dinja x'fiha.(48) 

Se ngnanni gnanja Iis-somor 
Min hu isrnar jisku~ani 
Gnax nanini abjad u anmar 
Minn naddienor x'jimpurtani(43) 

Kont fis-sakra u tajt il-kelma 
Lill-gnarusa ma rajthiex 
Fittxu morru gnidu l-ommha 
Rega' bdieIi u ma rridhiex.(45) 

II-Iejla se norqod wandi 
B'istanga nsakkar il-bieb 
Nagnmel rasi fuq l-irnnadda 
Nisma gnana minn tal-nbieb.(47) 

Hanini beccun bajdani 
Fejn imur izoqquhuli 
Dak nanzir jagnmel gnal zaqqu 
Gnad xi darba joqtluhuli.(49) 
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Min kellu jgnid lill-ommok 
Minn girien se nsiru qraba 
Qabel kont ngnajtilha isimha 
Issa ngnajtilha kunjata.(50) 

Dak nanini ggieled miegbi 
MiggieIed ma nafx gnaliex 
Jew qaltlu xi naga ommu 
Jew qalulha xi naga n-nies.(52) 

Hanini gnaziz gnand ommu 
Daqs id-deheb gnand l-argentier 
Daqs il-fosos tad-djamanati 
Gnazizha jiena gnand missieri(54) 

Kemm iIek tistennieni 
Issa jiena fl-annar gejtek 
X'bi nsiebek int tlestili 
Ta' l-imbabba li nabbejtek.(56) 

Ku1urek mhux naturali 
Rajtek jien tagnmIu b'idejk 
If tan widn~jk u ismagnni sewwa 
Gbax jien li1ek qegnda ngnid.(58) 

Izzewwigt u zewgi siefer 
Nista' ngnid 1i m'nhix mizzewga 
Gnandi x'niekol u gnandi xlnixrob 
Izda qaIbi dejjem sewda.(60) 

Innobbok gnax naf 1i tnobbni 
Ngnir gnalik gnax tgnir gnalija 
Ara meta issemmini 
Int ma tgnidx id-deni fija.(62) 

Ara x'qaIet il-Qrendija 
Min jizzewweg jaqa' lsir 
Izzewwigt ma sirtx ilsira 
U tbatija ma nafx Xl inhi.(64) 

Hsiebi fik ma nistgnax norqod 
Innoss xi jtajjarli nagnsi 
Fittex tini r-ritratt tiegnek 
HaIIi nqegndu ma' genb rasi.(66) 

Wicc ix-xemx ta' l-Ingilterra 
U l-qamar ta' l-istagun 
Hanini kemm inti sbejjan 
Bil-wardiet torqod u tqum.(68) 

Il-libsa tas-seta kruda 
L-gnonnella tan-nobbilta' 
Aqta jiesek minn naninek 
Jekk gnandek xi volonta' .(51) 

Li kieku l-qlub jinqalgnu 
Naqla' qaIbi u nagntijhielek 
F'karta strazza nkebbibhielek 
GO valigga nibgnathieIek.(53) 

2ewwigni, mama' zewwigni 
2ewwigni fizzjal Ing1iz 
Gnax il-Malti jrid id-dota 
U dota jien mgnandix.(55) 

Il-kunjata ggieldet miegbi 
GnamiItli gost u pjacir 
Hasbitni 1i jien mgnolija 
Jien fernana sejra ntir.(57) 

Gnaziltek minn nofs tuzzana 
Qegndtek f'kannestru ward 
Kelli twal u kelli qosra 
Mal-mezzana innamrajt.(59) 

Li kienet l-imnabba toqtol 
Kieku kemm hawn nies mejtin 
Imutu n-nies tad-dinja kollha 
Jien u int nibqgnu najjin.(61) 

Kont imsiefer smajt bi gmielek 
Jien il-kiefer ma riedx nemmen 
Issa gejt u rajt b'gnajnejja 
Kif innossni se niggennen.(63) 

Hanini seJJer isiefer 
FI-ewwel art jiftakar fija 
Jiftakar li wandi nallieni 
U li miegnu kont imdorrija.(65) 

Jien ma rridx insewwed qalbi 
Li ma kienx gnad jista' jkun 
Ma jkunx dak ikun naddienor 
Ma spiCCawx il-guv1ntur.(67) 

Li kien il-misjur mormi 
Kieku int ilek mormija 
Il-nsara li gnandek inti 
Ebda mgnallem ma jsewwiha.(69) 

Jekk niltaqa' ma' nanini 
Ma nkellmux sigurament 
Il-nalfa magnmula u lesta 
Ma nikstrux il-gurament.(70) 
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Referenzi 

Gabra ta' Korrespondenza dwar Folklor HaIti Minn Gnand 
Semmiegna tal-Programmi Ta' Guido Lanfranco fuq l-RTK 
Radio. (GKR) 

1. Mibgnuta minn Mary Galea, zejtun, li kienet tismagnha 
minn gnand iz-zija taghna J issa mejta. (GKR.14) 

2. Mibgnuta minn Miriam Agius, zabbar, li kienet qali
tielha ommha, li ukoll kienet semgnatha minn ghand il
bu~nanna tagnha. (GRK.15) 

3 u 4 Mibgnuta minn ghand Victoria Schembri J Siggiewi, li 
semgnathom minn gnand ommha. (GRK.13) 

5 sa 9 Mibgnutin minn Mary Puli, Sliema, li gabrithom minn 
gnand zitha Bernardina Cassar minn Birkirkara (li issa 
tinsab l-Awstralja). (GRK.20) 

10 sa 70 Mibgnutin minn Melita Cutajar, Birkirkara J Ii 
gabrithom minn ghand Yvonne Abela, Mosta, Ii kienet 
tiktibhom waqt li nannitha Eva Azzopardi minn Birkir
kara (1911-1987) kienet toqghod maghha. (GRK.19) 

Hawn nerga I ni zz i najr 1 i I-dawk 1 i ki tbul i 
wara li ga rringrazzjajthom individwalment. 
ta' taqbil folkloristiku jidher f'harga onra. 

informazzjoni, 
I t-tieni parti 
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IL-BANJIJIET TA t L-GbAWM 

Arthur Grima 

Il-banar ta' madwar il-gzira to.gnna huwa sfog gnal nafna 
mill-Maltin, kemm gnal min inobb jistad minn fuq I-art Jew il
fregatina, kif ukoll gnal dawk kollha li fix-xhur snan tas-so.jf 
imorru biex jgnumu. Minnabbo. li I-banar huwa daqshekk frekwen
tat u qrib tagnna, biltors jidhol fil-folklor u drawwiet tagnna. 

Jekk innarsu Iura xi sittin sena ilu, nistgnu ingibu quddiem 
gnajnejna lil dawk in-nies li kienu jmorru jitfriskaw xi ftit ma' 
xatt il-banar Jew biex jgnumu. Dak iz-zmien ma kontx tara malji 
mqacctin bnal ta' issa. Meta kont tar a xi mar a fil-banar, kwazi 
kont tanseb li waqgnet il-banar , gnax kienet tkun bil-nwejjeg 
b'kollox. Dari in-nies kienu aktar skrupluzi. Barra minn hekk, 
kien hemm onrajn, li Jew gnax jistnu, Jew gnax ma kienux jafu 
jgnumu, kienu juzaw il-banjijiet ta' ndejn il-banar. 

Dawn il-banjijiet kienu speci ta' nwat kbar maqtugnin fil
blat rna' xatt il-banar. Wiened jista' jara minnhom, per ezempju, 
f'Birzebbuga int u sejjer lejkn il-Qajjenza. Dawn il-banjijiet 
kiemu jnaffruhom bi l-baqqun propr ju max-xi fer tal-banar. Minn 
wiened gnall-ienor tisata' tgnid li kienu jkunu l-istess qisien , 
ta' xi tmienja Jew gnaxar piedi kwadratL u b' fond ta' xi tliet 
piedi. Biex wiened ikun jista' jinzel fil-banju, kienu jin
qatgnu xi zewg targiet fi l-blat go wanda mir-rokon. Fi l-erba 
kantunieri tal-banju, kienu jnaffru toqba biex fiha jidnol sara
tizz. u b'hel,k il-banju jkun jista' jiddawwar bil-nsajjar Jew 
lozor. Dawn i I-nsajj ar j ew lozor kienu j servu zewg skopij iet; 
Jew biex min ma jridx jidher jista' jinneba warajhom, Jew biex 
jilqgnu il-qilla tax-xemx. 

Mill-banju gnall banar, kienet titnaffer trinka dejqa Jew 
tnejn biex l-ilma jista' jidnol u jonrog u jiccirkola, u b'hekk 
tal-banju qatt ma jkun qiegned. G'rIalkemm dawk li jgnumu fil
banju mgnotti kienu mistura, xorta kienu jilbsu malji daqsiex. 
Rafna minn dawn li kienu juzaw dawn il-banjijiet kienu jkunu 
sinjuri, u x'aktarx li kienu jnaffru dawn il-banjijiet qrib fejn 
kien ikollhom id-dar tas-sajf Jew tal-villeggatura, kif huma dawk 
ta' Birzebbuga. 

F'IIRajt Malta Tinbidel" Herbert Ganado, isemmi li Marsamxett 
kienhemm banj i j iet 1 i j s ejnulhom 11 Tas-Sur Tankred". Dawn ki enu 
jikruhom biex dawk li ma kienx ikol1hom il-banju ta2"tlnom, kienu 
jkunu jistagnu juzawhom glial xi siegna Jew tnejn. 

Hasra li minnabba l-iskuza tal-progress sofrew dawn il
banjijiet, bnal ta' Pretty Bay f!Birzebbuga. Gnalkemm ilIum ma 
tarax min ifittix il-banjijiet, ta' min jagnmel mezz inarishom 
bnala parti mill-wirt folkloristiku u storiku taglina. 

Bejn pa~na 76 u 77, ritratti ta' banjijiet:-
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Banjijiet, Fond Ghadir, Tas-Sliema (Ritratti G. Lanfranco) 

bejn pagna 76 u pagna 77 
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L-EWWEL MEKORJI TA' SKEJJEL FIL-BELT VALLETTA 

Paul Portel1i 

Waqt li hi naga naturali li l-bniedem janseb fuq il-pre~ent 
tal madwaru u fuq il-futur li jrid jippjana, jigu mumenti tal 
mistrien u kwiet, u l-passat inares lejh b l certa nostalgija, fuq 
dak H;-~mien aktar nelu tal anqas nsiebijiet u risponsabbilta
jiet; ukoll min gnadda minn xi esperjenzi qarsa Jew disturbanti 
jipprova jinsiha. Infatti tisma' min jgnid .... "En! .. dak kien 
zmien!" 

Fid-dinja mg1'laggla ta' llum, uzanzi ta' gnoxroin Jew tletin 
sena ilu ga saru parti mill-folklor tal l-imgnoddL a1'lseb u ara 
dawk ta' namsin Jew sittin sena ilu. Inbidlu l-uzanzi, l-ilbies, 
ir-rispett, il-najja socjali. l-imgieba, u bosta nwejjeg onra. 
Nixtieq hawn nirrakkonta xi ftit mill-esperjenzi u drawwiet li 
gnanbdhom x' jaqsmu ma l-iskejjel fl-img1'loddi, i~da l-ispazju ma 
jippermettix li nidnol aktar fldettalji. 

L-ewwel skola li attendejt kienet Saint Mary's, ta' 1-
infants. Din kienet dar kbira b l nafna kmamar fi Triq I-I sqof, 
il-Belt, (issa Triq l-Arcisqof), fldik il-parti tal bejn Triq San 
Pawl u Sant" Orsla, nie~el fuq ix-xellug; nanseb li kienu 
jibgnatuni aktar biex je1'lilsu minni, gnax min jiftakarni zg'1'lir 
jg'1'lid li kont imqareb ..... aktarex energiku u mfissed ... 

Hemm kienu jgnallmuni nglUd in-numri mill-1 sal-lO, l-Ave 
Marija, u wara nofsinhar, l-aktar mument rnistenni kien rneta 
nispiccaw billi jg'1'lidulna storja. In-numri konna n'1'lazzuhom fuq 
il-Iavanja bi frame ta' l-injam, b l lapes apposta, rqiq, twiL 
griz u jinkiser malajr, 1'lxuna ta' labra tan-knitting. Dak li 
jinkiteb kien jitnassar malajr b'carruta. Il-Iavanja kienet 
tinbieg'1'l sold, u bil-lapes blkollox sold u nofs. Il-pitazzi kienu 
jezistu, izda billi z-zg'1'lar inobbu jnazzu, il-lavanja kienet 
anjar. 

Meta tfarfart xi ftit, dannluni fl-iskola tal Saint Joseph, 
fi Triq il-Merkanti (Merchants Street), dak i:2:-:2:mien quddiem il-
ministeru tas-sanna, fejn ilIum hemm Vassallo Antiques. Mit-
tieqa tal-klassi kont nara l-bjut tad-djar fil-qrib. Haga 
kurjuza li kont nosserva, kienu xi gebliet weqfin, .kvvadri Jew 
tondi, mi:2:bugnin bojod; probabbilment kienu ventilaturi Jew 
cmieni baxxi, bojod biex jintlemnu bil-lejl .. gnadni kurjuz dwar
horn sa 1lum, 

Wara xi zmien, Saint Joseph marru f'post ienor fi Strada 
Zacharia (Saint Zachary Street), quddiem fejn sa 11 urn gnad hernrn 
nanut ibiegn i1-naxix. Minbarra suggetti ta' skola, kellna 
attivitajiet onrajn, bna1 sports, physical training biex rna 
nibbisux bilqegnda fil-kesna, recti gnat-tejatru, u affarijiet 
o'1'lrajn. Billi it-Teatru Rjal kien fil-qrib, hemm konna nagnmlu 
xi shows gnall-genituri u rnistednin specjali. Fi play minnhom, 
kienu gl'lazluni biex nagnmel parti ta' spettur. Kelli bzonn il-
mustac6i u wanl'lluhornli bis-Seccotin, li gnalkemm kien tajjeb rna 
kienx jinxef malajr, u l-rnustacci kienu bdew jaqgnuli mal kull 
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muviment li nagnmel. F!din l-iskola tgnal1imt nikteb fuq il
pitazzi gnall-ewwel darba. Fit-tarf tal fuq tal--folja, it
teacher kienet tiktbilna in-nurnri 1 sa 9 ndejn xulxin, u anna 
nikkupjawhom tanthom vers verso In-numru 3 gnalija kien 
difficli, u ma kontx nista l nisseparah minn vers gnall-ienor, 
gnalhekk kien jigini qisu rnolla minn fuq gnal isfeL li swietli 
bosta daqqiet ta' riga fuq idi. 

L-iskejjel kien ikollhom uniformi li tiddistingwihom, wanda 
gnax-xitwa u l-onra gnas-sajf. Kienet obbligatorja gnall-bniet 
jew ghas-subien zgnar u ftit irnfarfrin, li nilbsu speci ta' 
fardal. Fis-sajf kienet issir I-Empire Day fl-Istadium tal
Gzira, li konna nistennewha bil-nerqa; hawn l-iskejjel kollha ta' 
Malta kienu jikkornpetu f'kull xorta ta' sports. 

Gnalkemrn kont innobb l-iskola, darba minnhom ma kontx irrid 
immur, probabbli li ma kontx lestejt il-homework. G'halxejn 
qag'hdu jweg'hduni dak kollu li kont in'hobb. Fl-a'h'har, meta omrni, 
iz-zija u l-lavranta qatg'hu qalbhom, bagntu g'hal rnissieri, u dan 
tagnni xeba' u kaxkarni sa l-iskola. 1s-soltu kienet tigi Rita , 
wa'hda mis-salesgirls impjegata rnagnna, li kont in'hobb gnax kellha 
'hafna pacenzja u tat timrnaniggani , gnalkemm kienet ftit imferfxa. 
Billi kelli xagnri folt, gYlax kienet moda li lis-subien i'hallu
hulhorn twi 1 jew bin-nokkl L kienet twegggnani rneta 
tippettinhuli. .. Jien kont ngnidilha: "Bil-mod! 11 u hi kienet 
twiegeb: "Jew bi t-tomna!" Dan gnaliex modd u tomna kienu is
mijiet tat kej1. 

Billi Saint Joseph kienet principalment skola tal-bniet, 
meta kbirt. fti t rna zammewnix izjed, gnalhekk dab111 uni fi skola 
oora, probabbilment Preparatory School. Din kienet skola priva
ta, bil-mizata, gbas-subien u I-bniet, preparatorja gball-Liceo u 
s-Sekondarja tal-gvern. Il-bieb principali tag'hha kien fi Triq 
Kristofru (St. Christopher Street), u konna nonorgu minnn bieb 
ie'hor fuq Strada San Paolo. Din m'gnadhiex tezisti, gnax waqgnet 
fil-gwerra, u minn flokha telgnhu appartamenti magnrufin bnala 
Cotoner Flats. Kienet bejn Triq Merkanti u Triq San Pawl. 11-
Headteacher kienet mara ngliza, robusta, dejjem bllasta ft idha 
biex issib xi vittma u tfarfarhielu. Konna tassew nibzgnu rninn
ha. Kien jisimha Miss Wotton. 

Niftakar li kien hawn skejjel onrajn gnall-Belt, bnal Tal
Pilar , Saint Paul's, u Flores College li attendejt aktar kbir 
waqt il-gwerra. Dawn kollha kienu jinsabu mhux bognod mill-Au
berge D"Aragon, u sintendi skejjel primarJl u sekondarii tal
gvern li kienu ta' standard tajjeb aktar minn ta' llum. 

Ta' nteress folkloristiku, ta' min isemmi ukoll l-iskola 
Tan-Nuna. Din kienet Strada San Paolo Numru 137, kantuniera ma' 
Strada San Domenieo. Kienet tikkonsisti f'kamra wanda imdawra 
mal-najt bil-bankijiet twal ta' 1-injam, fejn it-tfa1 ~gnar ~afna 
kienu jpoggu, idejhom marbuta, waqt li n-Nuna b'riga f'idha ddur 
fin-nofs tidderigi bnal surmast ta1-banda. Din in-Nuna kienet 
mara twila, rqiqa, kemxejn inklinata, b l nuccali m~er~aq ful i1-
mnienerha, liebsa dublett twil sa l-gnarqub u gnonq gnoli ssikkat 
jispicca b'xi pontina jew frill bnala gost. Kienet tgnallem 
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lit-tfal l-orazzjoni u xi nursery rhymes. Sa fejn naf kienet 
xebba; rneta rtirat rnit-tag~lirn kienet izzomrn nafna qtates u titma 
strays tat-triq. Kienet tl'lobb t'iafna l-annimalL u kienu jigu 
jigru malli jisirngl'luha ssejl'lilhom. IlIum, l'ldejn il-kamra li 
kellha, hernm l'lanut ta' skarpan. 

Meta kont g~adni zgt'iir) wie~ed xwejjal'l (li kieku g~adu l'laj 
issa gl'landu mal-lll senal) kien jirrakkontali li skola dam imur 
biss erba' snin; sentejn jitg~allem li n-na~la tagl'lme1 l-gl'lasel, 
u sentejn onra li I-brimba tagl'lmel l-gl'lanqbuta! 

Wiel'led ma jistgnax jinsa jew inalli barra lill-gl'lalliema u 
lis-surrnastrijiet) meta jkun g~adda parti sewwa magnhom minn 
zogl'lzitu. Issir tirrispetthorn u jsiru qishorn mernbri tal-familja. 
Tajtx kemm nifran meta niltaqa' ma xi l'ladd minnhom. Niftakar 
fil-Iaqmijiet li konna nsibuhom bihom, f'xi somma tal-homework li 
ma jirnexxilniex inso1vu u nikkupjawha kmieni minn gl'land xi nabib 
qabel l-iskola .... 

Niftakar ukoll gl'lall-l'labta ta1-l938, meta ftit qabel i1-
gwerra kien sar Kungress fuq i1-fosos tal-Furjana. Ingabru tfal 
rnill-iskejjel ta' Malta kollha, privati u tal-gvern. Intrernat 
tribuna kbira sabil1a fuq il-fosos) gnolja u ti tla I bi t-tarag, 
tidher minn kull imkien. I t-tfal kienu mqas smin fi kwadranti 
skond l-iskejjel rispettivi. Waqt it-tqarbin, numru kbir ta' 
sacerdoti tferxu ma' kullimkien, iqarbnu dak in-numru kbir ta' 
teachers u tfal. Niftakar li wara' kienu tawna borza t'ielu u bott 
l'lalib frisk, 1i dak iz-zmien kien jikkonsisti minn carton tax
xemgl'la, u bandiera bajda u safra tal-papa. 

Fil-klassijiet kienu jintgl'lazlu tfal biex jigbru u 
l-pitazzi} o~rajn biex icernplu 1-qanpiena li kienet 
b'manku twiL gliar-rikrejazzjoni jew gl'lax sir il-~in. 
istudenti maglizulin kien i~osshom privileggjati. 

jqassmu 
tar-ram 

Dawn 1-

Ma nistgl'lax nagl'llaq din il-kitba mingnajr ma nirringrazzja 
lill-genituri tagl'lna glial nafna sagrificci u privazzjonijiet li 
wettqu magnna u glialina ..... 

Refer to photographs on page 61: 

Fig. 1 

Fig. 2 

Marine motif box covered with Maltese seashells 
(photograph Angelo Dougall) 

Antique 50cm high arrangement of flowers entirely made 
from Maltese seashells. 
(photo Guido Lanfranco, courtesy Mrs. S. Cassar) 
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X I h 

Guze' 

Fid-dawl ta' lampa ckejkna 
li qed tnemnem ftit ftit} 
hemm Xin li qiegned jaqra 
u Xina qiegnda tnit. 

Il-qniepen ta' fl-gnaxija 
mill-knejjes imxerrdin 
l-annar anbar qed jagntu 
tal-jum li qed inin. 

U fid-dalma ta' barra 
ir-rin qed jonfon snin} 
il-mewg max-xatt jitniebed} 
fl-arja biki u tinwin. 

Il-najja kollba mqallba 
wix-xita qed izzid} 
imma fil-kamra niemda 
ix-Xina gnadba tnit. 

U ix-Xin li qed jiftakar 
fiz-zmien li gnadda w mar} 
bid-danka jtenni l-grajja 
ta' meta kienu zgnar. 

Gnidli} Mari'} tiftakar} 
tiftakar, gnid} Marit} 
meta lill-Kurat gnedtlu} 
mis tnija} "Sinjor si"! 

- U fuq naddejn ix-Xina 
telgnet fawra demm} 
u minn tant in-nuccali 
lix-Xin tbissmet kemm kemm. -

U fost id- tal I-org-ni 
nrigna mill-knisja id f'id} 
naddara w nbieb warajna, 
fern, barka} rizq u gid. 

u X I h A 

Chetcuti 

U ftakru: sena wara, 
it-tnejn} kif kien mentieg, 
marru I-Buskett fl-Imnarja 
skond il-kuntratt taz-zwieg. 

Festa ta' gnors u bena} 
ilwien} ilwien, ilwien} 
bhejjem mimIija gliegel 
gejjin minn kullimkien. 

Banar ta' nies jitbandal 
mir-Rabat sa H'Attard 
min jgnanni} min jissakar} 
min jiekol, mitfugn fl-art. 

U gnadda wkoll minn monhom 
il-genn tal-karnival} 
xalar, tbabrid, tgawdija 
ta' rgiel, nisa u tfal. 

U huma wkoll mal-folIa, 
lebsin tal maskarati} 
jizzagnblu, jidnku u jizfnu, 
kulnadd min jiflan jagnti. 

U f'Hadd in-Nies jitilqu 
mal-kotra Haz-zabbar, 
l-isban ilbies ixiddu 
na jidhru mill-anjar. 

U wara t-talb fil-knisja 
iduru mat-triqat, 
u n-nies tixtri w tindafar 
bil-kagnak u l-qassatat. 

Id-dar l-orkestra taghti. 
fern, dank} agnjat uzfin, 
kulnadd jixxala u jixrob 
ir-rum u r-rozolin. 
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Imbagnad f'najjithom niz1et 
dija ta' gmie1 i1-fern 
bna1-kewkba il1i tixgne1 
sagntejn qabe1 is-sebn. 

Kienet l-ewwe1 tarbija, 
kemm fernu u kemm bkew, 
l-anbar xterdet bnal berqa, 
u l-nbieb gnal darhom grew. 

Ta1-lbanda" wara biebhom 
inanxru bi1-vjo1ini, 
u tqassmu nbub bil-qabda, 
xorb, ne1u w biskuttini. 

Hawnhekk ix-Xina ftakret 
meta, mara fuq tagnha, 
kienet tarfa' li1 binha, 
tbusu u tnaddnu magnha, 

Tgnannilu b'lenen kiebi, 
lenen minn tant l-ilsien, 
dik il-gnanja tal-genna 
1i giet minn zmien gnal zmien: 

"0rqo d, i bni, orqod, 
fil-benniena tal-narir, 
ommok i1-Madonna, 
missierek <Jesu' Bambin!" 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Barra, fid-dlam, ix-xita 
qed tfaqqa' mal-nitan, 
tkarwit ta' ragnad fis-sema, 
thezhiz ta' bini w djar. 

Imma fid-dawl ta' lampa 
1i qed tnemnem ftit ftit, 
hemm gnadu x-Xin qed jaqra, 
u x-Xina qiegnda tnit. 
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IL - hAJJA FL - IMGbODDI 

Mary Ghio 

II-najja fl-imgnoddi ma kienetx kornda. II-rnara tad-dar 
kienet tqum fl-erbgna ta' filgnodu l u wara li tisma l-quddiesa 
ta' l-ewwel, tmur fuq il-banju tal1sel xi nasIa nwejjeg. HasIa 
nwejjeg kien fiha kedda l gnax kien ikollha tansel l tgnaIIi l 
tIanIan u tonxor l u wara tixxotta l-kwantita' ta iIrna 1i tl,un 
xerdet ma' I-art. Ix-xirja kien ikollha ssir kuljum, gnax 
fridge ma kienx hawn. 

Il-bir u l-bomblu 
ikunhemm xarba friska; 
Din il-kaxxa kient ta' 
bIokka silg imgezwra go 
u fiha jpoggu I-frott u 

Idenu jridu jagnmlu tajjeb biex fis-sajf 
il-kaxxa tas-silg giet aktar il-quddiem. 
I-injam miksija bH:-zingu; ji tfgnu fiha 
bieea fIanella jew go bieea karta nazina l 
xi fIiexken ta' I-inbid jew ta' l-iIma. 

Meta I-mara tigi bix-xirja tibda tikkorda I-borma. Tagnmel 
borma naxix l ti tfagnlha xi bieea zaqqJ xi widna l zewg saqajn 
immellna u xi denb tal-nanzir l u jien ngnid kif kienu jgnidu dak 
iz-zmien ... " tagnmel daqsxejn kawlata tagnqad fuq id-difrejn"!. 
II-mara Maltija dejjem kienet tnobb issajjar. Haxix bil-kirxa l 
stuffat tal-rnajjal jew tal-muntun. L-Erbgna u I-Gimgna bigilla l 
s fineg tal-bakkaljaw, aringL ineova l ma I fti t fazola, zebbug u 
marinat kien l-ikel favorit tal-naddiem Malti. Imqarrun l ross 
fil-forn l tortL tigiega jew fenek, kienu l-aktar li jissajru 
fil-Hdud u I-festi. 

Gnand tal-forn kienu j iendu id-dixx bl-ikel mgnotti b l sar
vetta. II-furnar kien ikollu bieeiet taz-zingu mqattgnin xi sitt 
centimetri kwadrL b l gang ff toqba fi t-tarf. Dawn kienu jkunu 
tnejn tnejn bl-istess numru l biex wiened jiddendel mad-dixx l u 1-
ienor jinzamm minn sidu biex meta jigi Iura gnaIih isibu jaqbel u 
ma jinbidiIIux. 

Waqt i I-facendi, I-mara mal tija kienet tnobb tgnanni. Dawn 
huma xi ftit mill-gnanjiet 11 kienu jgnannu waqt il-nasil tal
nwejjeg: 

Ajma qaIbi kemm tugagnnil 
Qed tugagnni, gnandha biex ... 
Qabel keIIha min il1obbha, 
U miskina 'ssa mgnandhiex. 

Hanini beccun bajdani, 
Fejn imur izoqquhulij 
Hanini jagnmel gna zaqqu, 
Gnad xi darba jonduhuli. 

Fejn hu dak iz-zmien ta' dari 
Meta xebba taqbad tnobb? 
Granet tagnmel xejn ma tiekol, 
Ljieli tagnmel ma torqodx! 

In-nisa kienu jgnannu anki waqt 
jew is-suf tan-nagnag biex jimlew 
Imtieran kien hemm tat-tiben l tas-suf 
l-ewwel kienu jansluh il-banar jew 

li kienu jfettnu I-naxixa 
is-saqqu jew il-mitran. 

jew tal-naxixa. Is-suf, 
fl-ilma bil-meln biex ma 
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jdewwidx, u wara li jinxef sewwa ifettnuh. Il-naxixa kienet tigi 
bil-balla; din ukoll kienu jfettnuha, u war a jimlew is-saqqu u 
jittrapuntawh b'labra twila u noxna jgnidulha msella. L-ewwel 
kienu jaqtgnu bicciet tad-drapp tondi daqs sold jew daqs names 
cente~mi, u mbagnad ipoggu bicca tant l-onra fuq il-mitran} 
idannl l-imsella bi spaga twila minn tanta gnal fuq, u terga' 
minn fuq gnal tant, tingibed, tingnafas u tintrahat tajjeh, u 
tinqata' bl-imqass; kienu jibqgnu seJrln hekk, jagnmluhom xi 
zewgt ixbar minn xulxin, sakemm jimleww tul il-mitran kollu. 

Wara gurnata tanbit biex iddur bil-familja, il-mara kienet 
tistrien billi kienet tonrog siggu ndejn il-bieb ta' barra u 
toqgnod traqqa' xi qalziet, peduni jew libsa. L-ewwel iddannal 
qisha bajda ta' l-injam fil-peduna, u mbagnad kienet toqgnod 
traqqa l bil-pacenzja kollha, waqt li tgnid xi kelma mal-gara dwar 
xi problema tal-famiIja. 

Hafna mill-irgieL wara x-xognol kienu jmorru l-kazin tal
banda jew go xi nanut ta' I-inbid, jintasbu madwar xi mejda 
jixorbu xi pinta. Min idan'tlan bil-pipa u min jobrom xi sigar
rett, u jirrakkontaw xi jkun gara matul il-gurnata fuq ix-xognol, 
u j ekk fos thorn j inzerta jkun hemm xi wiened 1 i jbannar kien 
joqgnod j irrakkonta kemm i l-gnarqa ra ma I wiccu, u kemm nies 
iltaqa' magnhom hi Isien u drawwiet differenti ... izejjen l-istor
ja b'dawk tal madwaru attenti u mistagngba b'dak kollu li 
jisimgnu. 

L-istess kien jigri fil-nwienet ta' l-ikel fejn l-istejjer 
ma jonqsux. Ix-xatt tal-Belt kien hemm il-nwienet ta' l-ikel 
gnal dawk li jandmu ta' burdnara, qaddiefa tad-dgnajes u naddiema 
onra li kellhom mistier fuq il-banar; platt kirxa jew gnagin 
kien jiswa sold biss .... erba miIlezmi ta' llum. 

Fl-antik veru li kien hawn il-faqar u kulnadd jixtri bis
soldi u l-libub} pero' l-ikel kien genwin u tajjeb; jien ukoll 
niftakar it-tognma ta' l-ikel xortl onra , aktar bnina. Anke 
semplici bicca ncova bajda kellha tognma onral .... 
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XI TIFXIRIET TA' TFULITI MADWAR SAN FILIPPU TAl L-ISLA 

GUzi Buontempo 

Anna konna noqgnodu L-Isla vicin il-kunvent tal-knisja ta' 
San Filippu, u kont midnla sew ta' dan il-kunvent. Ta' seba snin 
gnamilt l-ewwel tqarbina mgnallem minn Dun Angelo Raggio (Dun Ang 
Raggi) li kien il-prepostu li kien jgnaIlimna d-duttrina fl
oratorju ta' l-istess knisja. Wara bqajt immur id-duttrina u 
kont wiened mill-magnzulin (mill-bravi!) Dun Ang kien iqaddes 
tal-namsa ta' filgnodu u kien idum nafna, kwazi siegna. Dak U:
zmien il-quddies kien bil-Latin; meta jispicca il-qassis kien 
jinzel it-tliet targiet ta' I-altar u jgnid tliet Avemarijiet u 
Salve Regina. 

Fi I-Edud kien j igbor 1 i lna t-tfal fi l-kunvent tal-knisja 
quddiem ic-cella tiegnu, jagnmlilna t-tombla u gie li kien 
jonrogna xi dawra ukoll, bnal meta darba morna passiggata u 
dnalna l-kunvent tal-patrijiet tal-Marsa fejn kellu xi patri 
nabib tiegnu 1 i ried imur izur. Meta darba nadt rin kont 
innnaqt, u bqajt hekk gna1 xi :2.:mien ukoll meta gnaddieli. Izda 
meta rgajt Iura ma snabi, Dun Ang riedni bilfors inkanta "0 Santa 
Vergine prega per noL .. " ukoll jekk gnedtlu 1i ma 
stajtx ... tistgnu tansbu b'dak il-1enen ta' :2.:iemel fgat x'nareg, u 
minbarra snabi, Dun Ang danaq aktar milli qatt niftakru jidnaq ... 
Ic-cella ta' Dun Ang kellha sodda, kredenza b ' erba' kxaxen 1i 
f'wiened minnhom kien izomm il-libsa Ii kien juza meta jakkumpan
ja fil-processjoni ta' Korpus Ii kienet tonrog mill-parrocca ta' 
Marija Bambina. Kellu wkoll kwadru tal-Madonna tal-Qalb ta' 
Gesu'. 

Darba kont qed nisma' l-quddies flSan Filippu u tqarbint; u 
wined tifel gie qalli li jekk irrid nitqarben darbtejn immur fis
sagristija, nixrob ftit ilma, u nerga' nitqarben ... Din il-naga 
gnamiltha xi darbtejn onra, sakemm xi ragel induna u qlajt 
camata. Dejjem induru fil-knisja u l-kunvent ta' San Filippu. 
Fil-knisja gnadni niftakar li kemm il-darba kienet tigi tpoggi 
quddiemi xi mara bl-gnonnella qisha qlun, u ma nkun nista' nara 
xejn. 

Dun Ang kien jagnmel minn kollox; kien jgnallem id-duttrina, 
iqarben u jqarar nafna. Kont inqisu bnas San Filippu; dejjem 
idur bit-tfal. Anna konna nippretenduha ta' Filippini, u kemm i1-
darba xtaqna 1 i nkunu parrocca gnal1na (ta I tfal 1 i konna) biex 
nippikaw ma tal-Bambina! 

Dawk iz-zminijiet ta' tfulitL bnal bosta tfal onra J kelli 
knisja tal-logliob fid-dar, aktar qisha nicta, armata b'ko1lox, 
bil-fjuretti} terna namra, appostli u gandlieri kbar gnal festa u 
zgnar gnal kuljum; dan minbarra vental tari gl'Jal kull festa u 
damask al1mar, u tapit gnal quddiem I-altar maggur ... Kif gie 
gnandi dan it-tapit? Kont mort il-knisja sibt lil Guzeppi s
sagristan, u gnedtlu li kelli b~onn nagnmel tapit gnal quddiem 1-
altar tiegl1i. Hu qalli li jaqtagnli bitta minn tapit li kel1u li 
jitrembelJ izda riedni l-ewwel nigborlu s-siggijiet tan-nana tar
Redentur, u qalli biex malli nara lil xi nadd iqurn nienu s-siggu. 
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Hekk bdejt nagnmel u kollox mar TH:lrir, sakemm mara li kienet 
qamet, u naddtilha S-SlggU, iddeeidiet terga toqgnod u giet f1-
clrt! II-bieea tapit xorta tahieIi s-sagristan... FtFladd 
Lazzru kont ngnatti il-kwadri tal-knisja tiegni b l bieea velu. 
I1-knisja nieea tiegni la ke11ha koppla u lanqas karnpnar, izda 
jiena kelli qanpiena wanda, u fuqha kont indoqq il-moti k011ha 
skond il-qawwa tad-daqqiet li kont nagr1ti, u kien ik011i festa 
snina. 

Meta bdejt nikber kel1i I-vari tal-6imgna l-Kbira bnal ta' 
L-Isla, li kienu 1-0rt, Marbut, Porpra, Veronika, Vara l-kbira, 
Monument u d-Duluri. Viein tagnna kien joqgnod wiened sinjur 
li l<.ellu tifel ta' mpari li kellu sett sbien u kbar. Dan it
tifeL fir-randan, kien jagnmel proeessjoni bil-vari kollha barra 
fit-triq; dak U:-zmien it-triq kienet tkun vojta, gnax karrozza 
waflda Idenet tidflOl fiha, dil< ta' missieru stess. Kien jigbor 
tfal onrajn biex iqabbadhom imexxu I-vari, izda meta kont immur 
jien ma kienx iridni ... 1ili dejjem Le; aktar kemm kont innobb il
vari aktar kien ir10ssni miksur. Izda jien ke11i l-vari tiegni 
(gna l1<emm mhux s bi en daqs ta I 6uzeppi Bonanno). J i en anki ke 11 i 
1-0rt bis-sigra, u tiegnu le ... Jien ukoll kont nagnmel proeessjo
ni d-dar, ... kif? Il-vari tiegni kienu fuq, gnalheld< kont 
innizzel il-vari t-tarag wand a wanda , kultant kien jgflini nija 
(AlIa jalHirlu), u kultant kien ildssirli xi wanda u1,011, u wara 
li nirrabja kien ikol1i nixtri olira ... jekk ikclli flus! Meta 
darba kont zgnir kont fis-sodda gnax ke11 i xi 103 deni, bdejt 
nibki u nolfoq gnax ridthom jixtruli Redentur li kont rajt 
flnanut Strada Due Porte; xtrawhu1i ... ~bejnietn~ kien vera 
maglimul ikrah!) .. izda wara li xtrawhuli bdejt infieq. 

Dun Ang miet wara li kien 
ilu prepostu ta' San Filippu 
gnal 46 sena, u sponewh fil
kunvent biex jistgliu jinvist
awh in-nies. Bil1i kel1u fama 
tat qaddis u f'najtu kien gli
gliame1 liafna gid spiritwali, 
kienhemm xi nies li ppruvaw 
jelidulu xi bieea mill-1ibsa 
tiegliu blia1a rikordju .... 
Kellu funeral kif kien jixraqlu. 
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TrSLlMA LIL EMAHUEL FARRUGIA (1934 - 1991) 

Angelo Dougall 

Emanuel Farrugia miet flqasir il-goomor fit-23 tal Gunju, 
1991, wara marda qasira. Dan I-artist nistgou inqisuh ukoll 
boala artist li kellu x'jaqsam mal-folklor marittimu Malti. 

Manwel twieled fil-Kalkar a 
fl-1934, u trabba fl-ambjent 
marittimu tad-danla ckejkna u 
pittoreska, u x-xatt ta' dak is
subborg. bi storja twila marbuta 
mal-banar. Kien gnaIliem 
fl-ornament tal-gebla fl-iskola 
teknika ta' Targa Gap fil-Mosta 
Baqa' goaseb u dedikat b'imnabba 
kbira gnall-ornament u skultura 
fil-gebla Maltija. Kien 
ukoll magnruf boala artist ta' 
xognolijiet ta' collage u 
ta' l-akkwarell. Wara mewtu sa
ret f'gienu, wirja ta' xognolij
iet tiegnu fil-muzew ta' l-arti. 

r;:==-- - ... 

Mil-lat tal-folklor Malti, Manwel kien inaqqax u jiddisinnja 
lavur u tpingijiet ornamentali folkloristicL u tberfil fuq qxur 
tal-banar. Kien jinkoraggixxi nafna li jsir tberfil folklo
ristiku fuq opri tal-banar, boal fuq bardneIli, cappi, geriti, 
emblemi tal-pruwa, gnajnejn, numri fuq plakki u skultura folklor
istika onra li normalment isiru fuq dgnajes. Kienet I-hena 
tiegnu jitnaddet fuq I-ornamenti li jinsabu fuq Iuzzijiet, ka
jikki, dgnajes tal-pass, frejgatini u qxur onra tal-banar. Kien 
jagbmel dawn I-ornamenti bla olas, basta jkun jaf li dawn id
drawwiet ma jmutux. Kien jilmenta li din l-arti marittima 
qegbda tinqata' u tmut bil-mod il-mod, u tkun tassew nasra jekk 
ma jinqalgnux zagnzagn dilettanti li jidnlu gnal dan it-tip ta' 
xognol fuq l-opri tagnna tal-banar. 

Fil-passat, fil-Kalkara kien hemm nies magorufin goas-sena 
ta' tberfil u ornamenti marittimi u folkloristici. Manwel Farru
gia ta il-kontribut siewi tiegou fldan il-qasam ta' folklor 
marittimu. Waqt li nsel1mulu u nitolbu gnal rurru, nittamaw li 
ki f kienet ix-xewqa tiegou) dawn id-drawwiet roa j ispiccawx, u 1 i 
zagnzagn jiendu nteress f'din is-sengna u arti tal folklor marit
timu. 

Nota: Ir-ritratt menud minn leaflet "Tribute to Emanuel Farrugia" 
manrug f'Gunju 1992 mill Fine Arts Museum,Valletta. 
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