Differenzi Lessikali bejn
il-Malti u I-Ghawdxi

Keith Attard u Michael Spagnol

Introduzzjoni

F'dan I-istudju nharsu lejn il-mod kif il-lingwa tvarja skont fattur
socjolingwistiku tal-geografija. B'mod specifiku, nistharrgu I-varjazzjoni
lessikali Ii nsibu fl-Ghawdxi u fil-Malti Standard. Bl-"Ghawdxi” geghdin
nifhmu I-varjetajiet djalettali uzati f'Ghawdex. Skont Camilleri-Grima
(2009: 380), minkejja li I-Ghawdxin jaghrfu d-differenzi bejn varjeta u
ohra f'Ghawdex stess — nghidu ahna, bejn in-Naduri, ix-Xewki, is-Sannati,
u |-bgija - huma jgisu dawn id-djaletti bhala varjeta wahda li jsejhulha
“I-Ghawdxi”. Bil-"“Malti Standard” geghdin nifhmu I-varjeta li tipikament
tintuza fil-pubbliku, fllamministrazzjoni, fl-edukazzjoni, fil-mezzi tax-xandir,
u I-bgija, u li ghandha dizzjunarju, grammatika, letteratura u ortografija
stabbilita. Brincat (2003: 216) jargumenta li I-Malti Standard hu bbazat
fuqil-varjeta tal-inhawi tal-port, li sa minn zmien il-Kavallieri kienu centru
soc¢jali u ekonomiku mill-aktar importanti. Minkejja dan, insibu fehmiet
ohra, u |-kwistjoni dwar kif origina u zviluppa I-Istandard ghadha miftuha
(ara Vella 2012: 5-6).

L-ghan ta’ dan l-istudju hu li nigbru numru ta’ differenzi lessikali bejn
l-Istandard u I-Ghawdxi u li nivverifikawhom ma'’kelliema ta' dawn iz-zewg
varjetajiet. Ghall-kuntrarju ta’studji ohra dwar il-varjazzjoni lessikali, ahna ma
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niffukawx fug gasam semantiku wiehed partikolari,bhal tal-helu jewtal-ghodda
tal-biedja (ara Tagsima 2), izda nanalizzaw gabra ta’'termini li:
jirreferu ghal oggetti jew azzjonijiet ta’ natura generali, perezempju
I-habel tal-inxir, is-sagqqu, il-karozza tal-linja u I-pettne;
kellna indikazzjoni, minn sorsi differenti, li jvarjaw bejn I-Ghawdxi u
l-Istandard.

Biex nikkonfermaw li t-termini li ltgajna maghhom huma tassew
differenzi lessikali, jigifieri jinsabu fl-Ghawdxi u mhux fl-Istandard,
ghamilna esperiment ma'’sittax-il zaghzugh Ghawdxi u sittax-il zaghzugh
Malti. L-Ghawdxin li intervistajna gejjin minn disa’ lokalitajiet differenti
(Ghajnsielem, I-Gharb, |-Ghasri, il-Munxar, in-Nadur, ir-Rabat, Ta’ Sannat,
ix-Xaghra u x-Xewkija) u lkoll huma kelliema nattivi ta'xi djalett Ghawdxi.
[I-Maltin li intervistajna gejjin minn tlettax-il lokalita differenti (H'Attard,
Birkirkara, Birzebbuga, il-Furjana, San Gwann, il-Gudja, Hal Luga, Pembroke,
Tas-Sliema, il-Belt Valletta, Ta' Xbiex, iz-Zejtun u z-Zurrieq) u lkoll intghazlu
fugil-kriterjulinormalmentjuzaw I-Istandard u lima jitkellmux bid-djalett.
Dan sar biex kemm jista'jkun johorgu d-differenzilessikali bejn I-Istandard
u I-Ghawdxi.

Dan l-istudju jingasam f'erbgha. F'Tagsima 2 naghtu harsa fuq fuq lejn
xoghlijiet ohra dwar id-djaletti tal-gzejjer Maltin, b'mod partikolari dawk li
jittrattaw il-varjazzjoni lessikali. F'Tagsima 3 niddeskrivu I-metodologija tal-
esperiment li ghamilna mal-kelliema zghazagh. F'Tagsima 4 nipprezentaw
gabra ta’ 55 terminu i jvarjaw bejn I-Ghawdxi u I-Istandard imgassmin
skont il-frekwenza taghhom fost iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li intervistajna, u
naghtu tipologija tad-differenzi lessikali li sibna. Fl-ahhar tagsima nigbru
I-konkluzjonijiet ewlenin li hargu minn dan l-istudju u nsemmu xi spunti ghal

aktar ricerka f'dan il-gasam.
Studji ohrajn
Inkiteb hafna dwar id-djaletti Maltin u Ghawdxin. Fost I-eqdem kitbiet insibu

I-Lexicon Melitense-Latino-Italum ta’ Mikiel Anton Vassalli (1796) li jagsam
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id-djaletti f'hamsa: id-djalett tal-bliet, id-djalett tan-naha ta' fug, id-djalett
tan-naha t'isfel, id-djalett ta¢-centru ta’ Malta, u d-djalett ta’ Ghawdex. Tana
wkoll deskrizzjonihafifata’kull varjeta. Dwarid-djalett ta'Ghawdex jikteb hekk:

Id-djalett tal-Gzira ta’ Ghawdex ftit li xejn huwa xort'ohra minn dak tal-irhula
ta’ Malta fejn ghandu x’jagsam it-tlissin, izda fejn jidhol il-kliem ghandu xi
whud lihuma tieghu biss u lif'Malta jew mhumiex maghrufin jew maghrufin
biss f'xi nhawi tal-Punent. Hu wkoll imgassam fi djaletti Zghar, izda li I-widna
tista' tghid ma tagbadhomx. [...] Jiena u ngalleb il-kitba li halla b'idejh is-
Sur Kanonku Agius fil-Biblijoteka pubblika ta’ Malta bl-isem Damma sibt xi
ftit mijiet ta'kliem li ma kontx naf bihom, u li gatt ma kont smajthom gabel
f'Malta. [...] Fdin il-gzira ingas milli f'Malta huwa mhallat I-ilsien, u hemm
xi kliem Gharbi gadim gatigh, l-aktar fost ir-rahlin li jitkellmu kemxejn bhall-
Gharbi. (trad. ta’ Sammut 2002: 81-82).

Wara Vassalli, hafna ohrajn kitbu dwar il-varjetajiet djalettali tal-gzejjer
Maltin, fosthom Preca (1904), Stumme (1904), Schabert (1976), Borg (1977),
Puech (1979), Aquilina u Isserlin (1981), Camilleri-Grima (1987, 2009),
Azzopardi-Alexander (2011), u Borg (2011). L-istorja tad-djalettologija Maltija
jiddokumentawha fid-dettall Fenech (1981) u Vanhove (1999).

L-istudju ta’ Borg (2011), barra li jkopri numru ta’ xoghlijiet importanti
dwar id-djaletti Maltin u Ghawdxin, iressaq I-argument i fil-kuntest lokali
m'ghandniex biss accenti, jigifieri varjetajiet lingwistici li jvarjaw fuq livell
fonetiku u fonologiku biss, izda ghandna djaletti, jigifieri varjetajiet lingwistici
li jvarjaw sistematikament fuq il-livelli kollha tal-analizi lingwistika. Fi kliem
iehor, id-djaletti jvarjaw fuq livell:

-fonetiku ufonologiku, ez.['dinjae] fix-Xlukkajr, [tis ‘jujrl fin-Naduriu [ dinje]

u [tis'jizr] fl-Istandard (Incorvaja 2007; Said 2007);

- morfologiku, ez. il-plural kroroz fl-Ghawdxi u karozzi fl-Istandard (Agius

1992);

- sintattiku, ez. il-binja tal-progressiv fin-negattiv, ma gedx jiekol fl-Imgarri

u mhux ged jiekol fl-Istandard (Camilleri-Grima 1987);

- lessikali, ez. manucca, steringa fiz-Zejtuni u tajra, wadab fl-Istandard.
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Fdawn I-ahhar 25 sena nkitbu bosta tezijiet dwar differenzi lessikali fogsma
semantici partikolari. Fost I-ohrajn, Busuttil (1989) tistharreg I-ismijiet ta’
dsatax-il specita'friefet endemicifost kelliema min-naha ta'Hal Safi, iz-Zurrieq,
il-Qrendi u xi rhula ofra. Rapa (1995) tistudja I-gasam tal-helu f'ghadd ta’
rhula Ghawdxin. Cassar (2013) tkompli tibni fug l-istudju ta’Rapa u tgabbel
il-lessiku tal-helu f'Ghawdex mal-lessiku tal-helu fiz-Zejtun. Zewq tezijiet ohra
jittrattaw I-ismijiet tal-ghodda tal-biedja: Curmi u Debono (1997) jiffukaw fuq
id-differenzi lessikali f'diversi partijiet ta’ Ghawdex, u Chetcuti (2003) tanalizza
I-lessiku ta’ dan il-gasam f'Had-Dingli, Marsaxlokk, I-Imgarr, il-Qrendi u Haz-
Zebbug. Busuttil (2013) tistharreg il-qasam lessikali tax-xaghar ma'numru ta’
kelliema minn Birkirkara u minn Ghawdex.

II-Metodologija

ll-punt tat-tlug ta' dan l-istudju kien il-gbir ta' termini li dehrilna li jinghadu
f'Ghawdex u mhux fl-Istandard, jew li f'Ghawdex ghandhom tifsir differenti.
[t-termini ngabru minn fomm kelliema Ghawdxin, minn kotba u artikli (Attard
1995; Briffa 2011), minn teZijiet (Rapa 1995; Xerri 2002; Said 2007; Farrugia
2010), minn dizzjunarji (Aquilina 1987-1991), u minn siti elettronici. Wara,
fassalna esperiment biex nivverifikaw I-uzu ta'dawn it-termini fost il-kelliema
Ghawdxin u Maltin bl-ghan li johorgu d-differenzi lessikali ta’bejniethom. Kull
partecipantintweraghadd ta'stampita'dawnit-terminiu ntalab jghid kifjirreferi
ghalihom. B'kollox gbarna madwar 200 terminu u minnhom ghazilna 55 li
setghu jigu rrapprezentati bi stampa. Dawn l-istampi mbaghad intwerew il
32 zaghzugh ta’ bejn it-18 u I-25 sena, nofshom Ghawdxin u nofshom Maltin.

Qabel bdejna I-intervisti maz-zghazagh, ghamilna studju pilota ma’erba’
kelliema Ghawdxin apparti. Dan l-istudju swielna biex intejbu xi affarijiet
fl-istruttura tal-esperiment. Fost I-ohrajn, bdilna xi stampi li ma kinux cari u,
peress li fl-istudju pilota wahda mill-kelliema hassitha skomda titkellem bl-
Ghawdxi quddiem kelliem tal-Istandard, iddecidejna li l-intervisti jsiru f'pari
biex, kemm jista’ jkun, il-kelliema jhossuhom komdi jesprimu ruhhom bid-
djalett. Wara lighamilna dawn l-intervisti, analizzajna t-termini u gbarniehom
ftabelli kif jidher hawn taht.
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Id-Differenzi lessikali

Fdin it-tagsima naghtu glossarju b'55 differenza lessikali bejn |-Ghawdxi
u l-Istandard imgassmin skont il-frekwenza tat-termini fost il-kelliema li
intervistajna (Tagsima 4.1), u rressqu tipologija tal-varjazzjoni lessikali li sibna
permezz tal-esperiment maz-zghazagh Maltin u Ghawdxin (Tagsima 4.2).

II-Glossarju

Dan il-glossarju fih gabra ta’ 55 terminu li jvarjaw bejn I-Ghawdxi u
I-Istandard. It-termini geghdin ikklassifikati f'erba’ tabelli skont il-frekwenza
taghhom fost iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li intervistajna:

Tabella 1: Termini li juzawhom il-bicca I-kbira taz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
li intervistajna

Tabella 2: Termini li juzawhom dags nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li
intervistajna

Tabella 3: Termini li juzawhom ftit (jigifieri, ingas minn hamsa) miz-
zghazagh Ghawdxin li intervistajna

Tabella 4: Termini li hadd miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li intervistajna ma
juzahom

[t-terminif'kull tabellageghdin f'ordnialfabetika, skontit-terminu bl-Ghawdxi.
Ghal kull terminu naghtu:

il-kelma bl-Ghawdxi, bil-varjanti li ltgajna maghhom;

it-tifsir bil-Malti Standard;

ezempju tat-terminu bl-Ghawdxi mehud minn kuntest naturali u
kkonfermat ma'kelliema Ghawdxin;

kummenti dwar l-uzu tat-terminu fost iz-zghazagh li intervistajna.

Tajjeb nghiduligeneralmentit-termininaghtuhom bil-varjeta Standard, nghidu
ahna, niktbu combin ukahla, u mhuxb’xiformadjalettalibhal cumbujn [fom bujn]
jew kehle ['kehlae] (Said 2007: 65, 72). F'kaz li terminu Ghawdxi jkollu xi varjant,
l-ewwel wiehed li naghtu hu dak li ntuza I-aktar miz-zghazagh li intervistajna.
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Tabella 1:Terminilijuzawhomil-bi¢cal-kbirataz-zghazagh Ghawdxin

liintervistajna

Bl-Ghawdxi

bankong¢in(a),
bankun¢in(a),
bonkon¢in(a),
bronkon¢in

borza

buqgiegha,
boqgiegha,
baqgiegha

¢ombin
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Bil-Malti
Standard

pastina
maghmula
mil-lewz, b'ostja
tal-karti fil-giegh
u generalment
ikollha lewza fuq

pakkett

nuffata, bocca,
buzziega

labra tal-inxir

Kumment

Hadt bankoncina mat-te.

Il-kelliema tal-Istandard gieli juzaw
biskuttini tal-lewz jew biskuttini tal-
ostja. Aquilina (1987: 71) jorbotha

ma’ Ghawdex. Attard (1995: 89) jghid

li I-bankoncini huma helu tipiku ta’
Ghawdex u jiddeskrivihom bhala “sweet
biscuits consisting of white of eggs, sugar
and ground parboiled peanuts!

Skont Rapa (1995) fl-Gharb hemm min
juza l-varjant bronkoncin. Ghal aktar
varjanti fl-Ghawdxi u fiz-Zejtuni, ara
Cassar (2013: 45).

Xtrajt borza Twistees.

Wagqt li f'xi partijiet ta' Malta (ez.
Haz-Zebbug, iz-Zurrieq u z-Zejtun)
hemm min juza borza, f'Ghawdex din
il-kelma hi hafna aktar mifruxa. Fil-
fatt, miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin kollha
li intervistajna hadd ma juza pakkett;
kollha juzaw borza.

Telghetli buqgiegha f'sieqi.

[I-bicca |-kbira taz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
juzaw boqgiegha jew buqgiegha

ghal nuffata jew buzzieqga fil-gilda.
Tlieta minnhom juzawha wkoll ghall-
pustumetta, jigifieri ulcera fil-halg.
Aquilina (1987: 76) jaghti |-varjant
baqgiegha u jfissirha bhala nuffata
(blister).

Wahhal zewg combini max-xugaman.
F'Ghawdex tintuza kemm ghal-labar tal-
inxir u kemm ghall-ghodda tal-bizzilla.



fesdaq nehha I-ful
mill-mizwed

gejxa band tax-xaghar

ghakruxu bebbuxu (tal-art),
l-isem xjentifiku
Helix Pomatia

mahat 'ssoffja

mitrah sagqqu

Tfesdaq il-ful.

Din il-kelma nstemghet il-Mellieha
wkoll. Tnejn miz-zghazagh Maltin (minn
Hal Luga u miz-Zurrieq) juzaw il-verb
fesaq, ez. tofsoq il-ful.

Sejjah lil dik it-tifla tal-gejxa blu ma’ rasha.
F'Malta, gejxa ma tintuzax ghall-band
tax-xaghar izda ghal dik il-libsa hafifa li
jilbsu n-nisa biex jogoghdu gewwa.

ll-Bugharwien tal-Bjar gisu ghakruxu bla
qoxra. (Luminaria, harga nru. 108, Marzu
2012, rivista mahruga mill-parocca ta’
San Pietru u San Pawl, in-Nadur).
L-istuffat tal-ghekierex joghgobniimmens.
Uhud miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzaw
bebbuxu u xi whud jaghmlu distinzjoni
bejn il-bebbux li johrog fix-xita (ez.

irfist bebbuxu) u I-bebbux li ssajjar (ez.
stuffat tal-ghekierex). Il-kelma ghekierex,
ghall-bebbux li ssajjar, instemghet ukoll
f'Marsaxlokk.

Xi storbju! Kulhadd jisghol u jomhot.
Wagqt li f'Malta xi whud juzaw mahat,
din il-kelma f'Ghawdex hi hafna aktar
mifruxa. Fil-fatt, il-maggoranza taz-
zghazagh Ghawdxin juzaw mahat,
mentri l-maggoranza taz-zghazagh
Maltin juzaw issoffia. Mill-banda |-ohra,
jidher li I-verb issoffla ma jintuzax
Ghawdex.

Intelaq fuq il-mitrah.

Wagqt li f'Malta xi whud juzaw mitrah,
din il-kelma f'Ghawdex hi hafna aktar
mifruxa. ll-bi¢ca |-kbira taz-zghazagh
Ghawdxin juzaw kemm mitrah u kemm
saqqu, izda jidher li mitrah hi aktar
komuni.
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moxt

nemusiera

infagar

papocc
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pettne,
gieli xkupilja tax-
xaghar jew brush

xibka tan-nemus

Infarag

papocc tas-sodda,
slipper, running
shoes, zarbun tal-
futbol (tat-tappini)

Imxatt xaghri bil-moxt.

Wagt li f'Malta hemm min juza moxt,
din il-kelma f'Ghawdex hi hafna aktar
mifruxa. Fil-fatt, iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
kollha juzawha. Busuttil (2013: 429),
flesperiment li ghamlet, uriet ritratt

ta' pettne lil 30 mara Ghawdxija,
nofshom zghazagh u nofshom anzjani,
u I-maggoranza uzaw moxt. ll-kelma
pettne, mill-banda |-ohra, ftit li xejn
tintuza f'Ghawdex.

Aghlaq in-nemusiera biex ma jidhlux
insetti.

Uhud miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
isejhulha wkoll bieba tan-nemus jew
guzwajer (mill-Ingliz gauze wire).

It-tifel ged jinfagar.

F'Malta jidher i I-forma I-aktar popolari
hi nfarag, bil-metatezi tar-r u |-g.
Tqattaghli l-papoc¢ tal-futbol.

F'Malta papocc xi whud juzawha ghall-
papocc tas-sodda biss, waqt li ohrajn
juzawha kemm ghall-papocc¢ tas-
sodda u kemm ghar-running shoes jew
ghaz-zarbun tal-futbol. Mill-intervisti

li ghamilna maz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
jirrizulta li papocc tintuza kemm ghaz-
zarbun ta'gewwa (papocc tas-sodda) u
kemm ghal ta'barra (papocc tal-futbol,
papocc tal-giri). Briffa (2011: 11) jghid i
"Ghawdex il-forma popolari hija papoc¢
tal-futbol filwaqt li f'Malta I-forma
popolari hija zarbun tal-futbol”



pastizz tal-gobon pastizz tal-irkotta

pinura,
pinula

pinnola, pillola,
pirmla

purtiera tal-qasab hasira

sausage zalzett (mir-)roza
solitape, tape

sellotape mit-trasparenti
thaxxem 'ngaras

Xtrajt zewg pastizzi tal-gobon.
1z-zghazagh Ghawdxin kollha juzaw
pastizz tal-gobon. Ghalkemm f'Malta
generalment jissejjah pastizz tal-irkotta,
jidher li f'xi nhawi (ez. ir-Rabat) juzaw
pastizz tal-gobon ukoll.

Hadt pinura ghall-ugigh ta’ ras.

Wagqt l-intervisti maz-zghazagh
Ghawdxin harget ukoll il-kelma aspri,
li fost |-ohrajn tintuza r-Rabat u San
Lawrenz.

Tellajt il-purtiera tal-gasab.

Wagqt li f'xi partijiet ta’Malta (ez.
il-Wardija, Haz-Zebbug, il-Mosta,
Marsaxlokk u z-Zejtun) hemm min juza
purtiera tal-gasab ukoll, hasira hi bil-
wisq iktar popolari fost il-Maltin.

lllum glejt pakkett sausages.
Uhud mill-Ghawdxin ilissnu |-kelma
sausage bil-vokali o mkarkra (s6sig).

Tini bicca solitape ha nwahhal il-karta
mal-hajt.

Il-maggoranza taz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
juzawha jew jafuha. Sellotape hija ditta
tat-tape.

‘Ghaliex gieghed tibki?”

‘Ghax thaxximt mal-bieb.

lI-bicca |-kbira taz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
juzaw thaxxem (u xi ftit juzaw haxxem)
ghal meta xi hadd jaghlag sebghu ma’
kexxun jew bieb. Aquilina (1987: 524)
jghid li f'Ghawdex jintuzaw il-verbi
haxxem jew haxkem mentri f'Malta
tintuza |-binja ghalag sebghu mal-bieb/
kexxun.

Ara wkoll haxxem (Tabella 3).
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zalzett zalzett tal-Malti Ghamilt platt ghagin biz-zalzett.
F'Malta zalzett tirreferi ghal tipi differenti
ta' zalzett (ez. zalzett mir-roza, zalzett
tal-Malti, e¢¢.) imma f'Ghawdex tintuza
b'mod specifiku ghal dak li f'Malta hu
maghruf bhala zalzett tal-Malti.
Ara wkoll sausage.

Tabella 2: Termini li juzawhom dags nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li
intervistajna

Bl-Ghawdxi Bil-Malti Kumment
Standard

bonnet hood kappa, Tella'dakil-bonnethallitiffranka nagraxita.
barnuza Kwazi nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin

juzawha jew gieli semghuha. Aquilina
(1987:135) ifissirha bhala skufjajew ghata
tar-ras li tintuza ghat-trabi u t-tfal zghar,
izda mill-intervisti jidher li f'Ghawdex
tintuza wkoll ghal hood jew kappa f'sens
generali.

boxxla antiporta Halla I-bieb fugq il-boxxla.
Nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzawha jew
jafuha u I-bgija juzaw antiporta. Skont
Borg (2011:23), boxxlatintuza anke f'hafna
djaletti Maltin. Briffa (2011: 11) jghid li
tintuza n-naha ta’'Bormla.

bus karozza tal-linja, ~ Ha mmurnaqbad il-bus.
xarabank |z-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzaw bus jew
xarabank, mentriz-zghazagh Maltin juzaw
(karozza) tal-linja. lt-terminu (karozza) tal-
linja ftit li xejn jintuza f'Ghawdex.

fjura pastarda Said (2007: 67) tghid “apparti li tfisser
‘warda; tintuza wkoll bhala sostituzzjoni
ghall-kelma pastarda’
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hafsa

kahla

mejdina

perca

smontor,
smontra,
Zmontor

vaska

xenxel

ponta, musmar

kohhala, kuhhala,
tbengila

mejda zghira,
tavolina

habel tal-inxir

foil, fidda

toilet, loki

hezzez, gebbed

Telghetli hafsa fuq imniehri.

Kwazi nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzaw
hafsaul-bgijajuzaw musmar.F'Malta hafas
tirreferi ghar-raxx, jigifieri ponot homor
irgaq li jitilghu bis-shana jew bl-umdita.

Xkahla ghandi fug koxxti!

Nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzawha jew
gielisemghuha. Aquilina (1987:604) ifisser
kohhalajew kuhhalabhaladabra kahlanija
li titrabba fuq il-gilda wara xi dagga.
Kahla ma jtihiex f'dan is-sens, izda jtiha
bhala I-Gebla s-Safra (Greensand) u bhala
sinonimu tal-ghasfur dagquga kahla.

L-amplifier kien jinsab taht mejdina qrib
l-artal maggur. (Mehud minn artiklu ta’
April 2011 mis-sit tal-Bazilika ta’San Gorg
tar-Rabat, Ghawdex, www.stgeorge.org.
mt).

Mur agla’ l-hwejjeg mill-perca.

Nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzawha
jew gieli semghuha. Aktarx li hi marbuta
mal-verb perrec. Xi whud, anke Maltin,
perca juzawha ghal-lasta li fugha jserrah
I-ghasfur, nghidu ahna, f'gagga (bl-Ingliz
perch).

L-ismontor tas-sigarretti.

Ghattejt il-patata I-forn bl-ismontor.

Nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzawha
jew jafuha.

Nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzawha jew
jafuha. ll-bicc¢a I-kbira juzaw toilet.

Oqghod kwiet ghax inxenxlek.

Xenxel xaghar it-tifla.

Nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin jafuha. Briffa
(2011:31)ifisseril-verb xenxel bhala“gibed
ix-xaghar”.
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xenxul

ghanqud

Aqtaghli xenxul gheneb.

Ftitingas minnnofsiz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
juzawha jew jafuha. Il-bgija juzaw
ghanqud. Aquilina (1991: 1563) jorbot
il-kelma xenxul ma’' Ghawdex.

Tabella 3: Termini li juzawhom ftit miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li

intervistajna

Bl-Ghawdxi

bambaluna,
bambonella,
bambolina

batbat

bokkla

brika,
bruka
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Bil-Malti
Standard

il-pasta r-roza,

il-pasta
tal-coconut

pagpag, daqq
il-horn

klippa tax-
xaghar, klipp
tax-xaghar

lighter

Kumment

ll-bambaluna hi I-pasta favorita tieghi.
Miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li intervistajna,
hamsabissjuzaw bambalunajewbambonella.
Rapa (1995) taghti bambolina bhala varjant
iehor.

Ghal aktar varjanti l-Ghawdxi u fiz-Zejtuni,
ara Cassar (2013: 44).

Batbatlu (il-horn)!

Tnejn biss miz-zghazagh |i intervistajna
jafuha.

Ara wkoll tawwat.

Xtrajt bokkla gdida tax-xaghar.

Hamsa miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin juzawha
jew jafuha. ll-bgija juzaw klipp tax-xaghar.
Busuttil (2013) tghid li xi ftit mill-Ghawdxin
li intervistat juzaw bokkla ghal tipi differenti
ta'klipep tax-xaghar.

Tini I-brika ha ngabbad sigarrett.

Fost iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin, zaghzugha
wahda biss mir-Rabat tuzaha. Aquilina
(1987: 143) jghid li nstemghet il-Munxar.
Skont Said (2007: 65), “illum il-maggoranza
jirreferu ghaliha bhala lighter pero [brikal
ghadhatinghad minn nies lihuma mdahhlin
fizzzmien!



forfra

haxxem

nafad

patatija, patutija

skritt

tawwat

brija

ghalag,
garas

lahlah

patata wahda

pitazz

pagpaaq,
daqq il-horn

Din il-kelma uzata zaghzugha wahda biss
mix-Xaghra.
Ara wkoll gxejra, kxejra.

Haxximt subghajja mal-kexxun.
(Said 2007: 71).
Ara wkoll thaxxem.

Nafad ix-xaghar mis-sapun. (Said 2007: 75).
Qabel I-ikel tajjeb li tonfod idejk.

Zaghzugha wahda biss min-Nadur tuzaha.
Din il-kelma tintuza f'xi nhawi f'Malta wkoll
(ez.iz-Zurriequz-Zejtun) ghat-tlahlif, b'mod
specifiku, tal-hwejjeq. Briffa (2011: 12) jghid
li “In-nisa Zrieraq kienu juzaw il-verb tonfod
(minn nafad) metaxihaddilahlahil-hwejjeq.”
F'Ghawdex jidher li hi marbuta man-Nadur.
Ghall-kelliema tan-Naduri, dan il-verb ma
jintuzax ghall-hwejjeg biss, izda jintuza ghal
affarijiet ohra bhax-xaghar u I-idejn.

Newwilli patatija ghal gol-borma.

(Said 2007: 76).

Zewd zghazagh biss juzawha, mix-Xaghra u
Ta’ Sannat. Fl-Istandard ma ssirx distinzjoni
bejn patata fil-kollettiv (ez. xkora patata) u
patata bhala nom tal-unita (ez. gibli patata
wahda).

Gibli wahda I-iskritt minn fuq il-mejda.

Nofs iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin gieli semghuha
mill-genituri jew min-nanniet, izda
[-maggoranza juzaw pitazz. Said (2007: 80)
tikkonferma li l-uzu ta'skritt fost iz-zghazagh
ged jonqos.

Tawwatlu (il-horn)!

(Said 2007: 82).

Erba’zghazagh Ghawdxinjuzawhajew jafuha.
Din il-kelma tintuza f'xi nhawi f'Malta wkoll
(ez. iz-Zurrieq u I-lmgabba).

Ara wkoll batbat.
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tisjir minestra, lllum tisjir hemm ghall-ikel.
haxix (Said 2007: 81).
Zaghzugh Ghawdxi wiehed biss irrefera
ghall-minestra bhala tisjir. Aquilina (1991:
1272) jghid li f'Ghawdex tintuza fis-sens ta’
“vegetable soup!

werga ta’dindja, pal tal-bajtar, Iz-Zebbug hemm hafna weraq ta’ dindja.
werqga dindja werga tal- Zaghzugh Ghawdxi wiehed biss juzaha. Il-
bajtar, cuplajs  biccal-kbirajuzaw weraq tal-bajtar (tax-xewk).
F'Malta, in-naha ta’ Birzebbuga u z-Zurrieq
instemghet ukoll pal tal-Indja.

Tabella 4: Termini li hadd miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin li intervistajna
ma juzahom

Bl-Ghawdxi Bil-Malti Standard Kumment

farxa xkaffa Poggejt il-halib fit-tieni farxa tal-frigg.

Said (2007: 67) tghid li din il-kelma
tinstema’ fin-Nadur u hija aktar komuni
ma'’ nies kbar. Fil-fatt, zaghzugha wahda
biss min-Nadur gieli semghetha izda
kienet inc¢erta mit-tifsira taghha. Briffa
(2011: 32) jaghtiha f'lista ta’kliem li kien
ghaddielu s-Sur Carmel Grima minn Ta’
Kercem.

Juann Mamo, li kien minn Hal Luga, juza
I-kelma farxa fin-novella ‘ll-Maltin kienu
izjed fidili' tal-4 ta’ Awwissu 1934: “Kont
tilmah bhal farxa I-hgieg (vetrina) kollha
ghodod u fliexken”

gawca mgharfa Briffa (2011: 32) jaghtiha f'lista ta'kliem li
kien ghaddielu s-Sur Carmel Grima minn
Ta'Kercem.
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kahwiela

mahmug

mergun

imhadda

insanja

lelluxa

'mhawwar, mimli

zugraga

trajbu tal-bizzilla

firma

Briffa (2011: 12) jghid li xi studenti
Ghawdxin tat-tielet eta kienu galulu i fl-
Gharb juzaw kahwiela ghal-lelluxa. Skont
Aquilina (1987:605), kahwielanstemghet
fl-Gharb, f'Santa Lucija u f'San Lawrenz,
u hi sinonimu ta’ lelluxa.

L-ghagin il-forn tieghi kien aktar mahmug
(Lisa Frendo mill-Gharb, Kollu Malti,
Campus FM).

Aquilina (1987: 492) jaghti din il-kelma
minn lista ta’ kliem i kien ghaddielu
Victor Galea mix-Xaghra u jfissirha
hekk: “to flavour spaghetti or rice baked
in an oven with sauce and minced meat,
mahmug tajjeb I-ghagin”. Din il-kelma
nstemghet ukoll f'xi nhawi f'Malta (ez.
Hal Kirkop). Sibnieha wkoll fil-menu ta’
Gululu, restorant i jservi ikel tipiku Malti
(ghagin mahmug).

Aquilina (1991: 809) jghid li nstemghet
ix-Xewkija. Briffa (2011:32) jaghtihaf'lista
ta’ kliem i kien ghaddielu s-Sur Carmel
Grima minnTa'Keréem. Lanfranco (2012:
139) isemmiha u jghid li kienet tissejjah
ukoll zugraga, pizzikajju jew viontin. |zda
ma jorbothiex ma' Ghawdex.

Imhaddatal-bizzilla. Aquilina (1991:1171).
Aquilina jorbotha ma’ Ghawdex u Briffa
(2011: 32) jaghtiha f'lista ta'kliem li kien
ghaddielu s-Sur Carmel Grima minn Ta'
Kercem.

Hammorrughandin-nutarbiex ninsanjaw
xi karti. (Said 2007: 75).

Said (2007: 75) tghid li tintuza kemm
mill-kelliemazghar ukemm mill-kelliema
anzjani tan-Naduri. Pero, hadd miz-
zghazagh Ghawdxin ma juzaha hlief
zaghzugha min-Nadur li galtilna li tafha
uzata mill-anzjani.
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qxejra, kxejra brija

issehhem, iccappas, thammeg,
issahham 'ddellek

tuffieh tadam imgadded
imgadded

xqaqef, hafna platti, tazzi u
xqieqef borom ghall-hasil

Aquilina (1991: 1161) jaghti gxejra minn
lista ta'kliem likien ghaddielu Victor Galea
mix-Xaghra. Briffa (2011: 32) jaghti gxejra
u kxejra f'lista ta' kliem i kien ghaddielu
s-Sur Carmel Grima minn Ta'Kercem.
Ara wkoll forfra (Tabella 3).

Ara kif issehhimt biz-zalza!

Said (2007: 79).

Hadd miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin ma
juzaha, perd wahda min-Nadur tafha.
Aquilina (1987: 489) jorbot dan il-verb
man-nom hama.

Ghamilt bicca hobz bit-tuffieh imgadded.
ll-bicca I-kbira taz-zghazagh Ghawdxin
juzaw tadamimqadded, barratnejnligieli
semghu tuffieh imqadded. Jidher i f'xi
partijietta’Malta (ez.il-Mosta u Birkirkara)
it-tadam imqadded kien jissejjah tuffieh
imqgadded ukoll.

Briffa (2011: 12) jghid li xi studenti
Ghawdxin tat-tielet eta kienu qgalulu li
x-Xaghra t-tadam imgadded jghidulu
sniedag,il-pluralta’sendug. Aquilina (1991:
1292) jaghti I-frazi senduq tat-tadam
imqgadded u fissirha bhala“layers of dried
tomatoes one over the other".

Dan ghandi s'ghada biex nahsel dax-
xqieqgef kollha!
(Said 2007:83).
Said tghid li din il-kelma aktarx tintuza
minn familja partikolari min-Nadur, u li
aktarx gejja mill-kelma xagqufjew caqquf.

Mill-intervisti li ghamilna nistghu nbassru li I-fatturi socjolingwistici tal-eta u

tal-geografija jaffettwaw il-frekwenza ta'whud minn dawn it-termini. Nghidu

ahna, uhud miz-zghazagh Ghawdxin galulna li kelma bhal skritt huma ma

juzawhiex, izda gieli semghu lin-nanniet jew lill-genituri taghhom juzawha.

Dan ifisser li jekk I-esperiment jigi rrepetut ma'kelliema Ghawdxin anzjani jew
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ta’ mezzeta, il-frekwenza ta' xi termini jaf tinbidel. Hekk ukoll, mill-intervisti
jidher li termini bhal insanja, nafad u ssehhem huma marbutin man-Nadur.
B'hekk, li kieku kellna nirreplikaw |-esperiment ma' numru akbar ta’kelliema
minn postijiet differenti, aktarx inkunu nistghu nikkonfermaw jekk xi termini
humiex tassew assocjati ma'xi rahal partikolari.

Tipi ta’ differenzi lessikali

It-termini nistghu nikklassifikawhom skont tliet tipi differenti ta’ varjazzjoni
lessikali. L-ewwel grupp fih termini li jintuzaw f'Ghawdex u li f'Malta jidher [i
ma jintuzawx, bhal bankoncina, brika, buggiegha, mejdina, nemusiera, perca,
u thaxxem. Naturalment, biex inkunu certi li dawn it-termini ma jintuzawx
f'Malta, inkunu rridu naghmlu esperiment ma’ aktar kelliema tal-Istandard u
ma'’ kelliema ta’xi djalett Malti.

lt-tieni grupp jinkludi ftit termini li jintuzaw kemm f'Malta u kemm
f'Ghawdeximma b'tifsira differenti. Fosthom insibu gejxa, li f'Malta tfisser libsa
ta' gewwa tan-nisa u f'Ghawdex tfisser band tax-xaghar, u combin, li f'Malta
tfisserl-ghoddalli biha tinhademiil-bizzilla u f'Ghawdex tfisserkemm I|-ghodda
tal-bizzilla u kemm labra tal-inxir.

Fit-tielet gruppinsibuterminilijintuzaw kemnmf'Malta u kemm f'Ghawdex
imma huma aktar frekwenti fost I-Ghawdxin, fosthom borza, mahat, mitrah,
u moxt. Din id-differenza harget ¢ara hafna mill-intervisti. Nghidu ahna, iz-
zghazagh Ghawdxin kollha juzaw borza u moxt, u kwazi kollha kemm huma
juzaw mahat u mitrah. Mill-banda |-ohra, il-maggoranza taz-zghazagh Maltin
juzaw pakkett, pettne, issoffja u saqqu.

Konkluzjoni
F'dan I-istudju pprezentajna gabra ta' 55 terminu li jvarjaw fl-Ghawdxi u fil-
Malti. L-uzu ta’dawn it-termini gie vverifikat permezz ta’esperiment li sar ma’

32 zaghzugh. Irrizulta li xi termini (ez. gejxa, moxt, pastizz tal-gobon, pinura)
huma mifruxa sew fost iz-zghazagh Ghawdxin, filwaqgt li xi termini ohrajn
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(ez. brika, skritt, tisjir, weraq ta’ dindja) jidher li ged jingatghu fost iz-zghazagh.
Mill-analizi hareg ukoll li dawn it-termini jagghu taht tliet kategoriji differenti:
termini li jintuzaw f'Ghawdex biss, ez. nemusiera, thaxxem,
terminilijintuzaw f'Malta uf'Ghawdex izda ghandhomtifsir differenti,

ez. combin, gejxa;
termini lihuma aktar popolari fl-Ghawdxi millifl-Istandard, ez. mahat,
moxt.

Ghaliex insibu din il-varjazzjoni lessikali bejn |-Ghawdxi u |-Istandard?

Hemm tliet differenzi importanti fil-percezzjoni u l-attitudni lingwistika
f'Malta u f'Ghawdex. L-ewwel differenza hi li f'Ghawdex kwazi kulhadd
jitkellem bid-djalett, u hafna drabi d-djalett ikun I-ewwel lingwa taghhom.
F'Malta, mill-banda |-ohra, mhux kulhadd jitkellem bid-djalett; xi Maltin
jitkellmu bl-Istandard biss, ofhrajn jitkellmu bl-Istandard u bid-djalett, u xi
ftit jitkellmu bid-djalett biss.

lt-tieni differenza hi li f'Malta kulhadd mistenni juza I-Istandard
fil-pubbliku u f'’kuntesti formali. Id-djalett, generalment, jintuza mal-
graba u gieli mal-hbieb. F'kuntrast, f'Ghawdex id-djalett jintuza kemm
f'sitwazzjonijietformali, bhall-iskola, il-knisja u l-amministrazzjoni, u kemm
f'sitwazzjonijiet informali, mal-graba u |-hbieb (Camilleri-Grima 2009).
Nghidu ahna, Xuereb (1996) jghid li I-omeliji hafna drabi jsiru bl-Ghawdxi,
u jikkwota gassis mir-Rabat jghid, “/ code-switch to dialect during sermons.
In this way | feel more relaxed and sure that | am establishing a bond between
me and the listeners” (Xuereb 1996: 29).

It-tielet differenza hi li generalment f'Malta I-Istandard hu I-varjeta
I-gholja (“il-pulit”) waqgt li d-djalett hu l-varjeta I-baxxa (“l-imghawweg").
Min-naha I-ohra, I-Ghawdxi f'¢erti kuntesti jgawdi minn prestigju, tant li
ghadd ta'studji li saru fuqg I-uzu tal-Ghawdxi fl-edukazzjoni (Xuereb 1996;
Buttigieg 1998; Casha 2006; Xerri 2009) juru li xi ghalliema juzawh fil-klassi
mal-istudenti (Xuereb 1996: 29; Casha 2006: 98) u li xi studenti i fl-iskejjel
Ghawdxin jitkellmu bl-Istandard jitwarrbu minn shabhom:
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Gie osservat il-fatt li fi klassi B kien hemm zewqt itfal li kienu jitkellmu I-M[alti]
S[tandard] fil-klassi, wiehed ghax kien Malti u I-iehor ghax il-genituri tieghu
kienu jitkellmu MS id-dar, u fil-fatt il-bgija tat-tfal f'din il-klassi kienu jagbdu
hafna ma'dawn iz-zewgt itfal minhabba dan il-fatt [...] dawn gew osservati
magtughin wahedhom specjalment fil-hin tal-break, meta hadd ma kien ikun
irid jogghod maghhom jew jilghab maghhom. (Casha 2006: 81)

Dawn id-differenzi fil-peré¢ezzjoni tad-djalett jinhass I-effett taghhom anke
fil-lessiku. Peress li I-Ghawdxi generalment hu l-varjeta |-gholja li tgawdi
l-prestigju tal-kelliema, xi forom djalettali li jinsabu kemm f'Malta u kemm
f'Ghawdex, f'Malta jibdew jingatghu, izda f'Ghawdex jibgghu jintuzaw, anke
miz-zghazagh. It-tezi ta’ Busuttil (2013) fuqg id-differenzi lessikali fil-gasam
tax-xaghar tikkonferma din l-osservazzjoni. Minn dan lI-istudju johrog li
f'Ghawdex kelma bhal moxt tintuza mill-maggoranza tan-nisa zghazagh u
anzjaniliintervistat,izdaf'Malta, f'Birkirkara, tintuza biss minn tliet nisa anzjani.
ll-kumplament tan-nisa Karkarizi li intervistat juzaw pettne u xi ftit juzaw
comb (Busuttil 2013: 429). Mill-intervisti taghna johrog rizultat simili, jigifieri
li Z-2ghazagh Ghawdxin kollha juzaw moxt, u z-zghazagh Maltin kollha juzaw
pettne, hlief tnejn li juzaw comb u wiehed mill-Gudja li juza moxt.

Spunti ghal aktar ricerka f'dan il-qasam

Biex ikollna stampa aktar cara tal-varjazzjoni lessikali bejn I-Ghawdxi u

l-Istandard jehtieg li:

(@) l-istudjujsirma’kampjunikbarta'kelliema Maltin u Ghawdxin biexjissahhu
r-rizultati miksuba f'dan ix-xoghol;

(b) id-differenzi lessikali l-ohra li gbarna (madwar 150) jigu vverifikati
flesperimenti simili;

(¢) ingisu fatturi socjolingwisti¢i ohra, ewlenin fosthom il-geografija u
l-eta, galadarba mill-intervisti rrizulta li xi termini huma assocjati ma’
rhula partikolari, waqgt li ohrajn huma komuni mal-anzjani imma mhux
maz-zghazagh.
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Nirringrazzjaw lil Ruben Farrugia, Samantha Grima, Josette Portelli u lil Mary
Joyce Said tal-ghajnuna taghhom, u liz-zghazagh Maltin u Ghawdxin Ii gew
ghall-intervisti u ghall-interess li wrew fir-ricerka taghna.
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