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L-INSIG: Vokabularju Guzi Gatt

Hu minnu li éerti snajja’ godma nqgerdu bhala parti minn proéess naturali li fih, kif nghidu
bil-Malti, il-gdid jagla’ I-gadim. iz-tmien itul u l-qarn idur. Biex niehdu ezempju: Hum
hadd m’ghadu jaf jahrat b’zewg gniedes marbutin ma’ mohriet wiehed, u t-terminologija
tal-mofiriet “taz-zew@“ hadd m’ghadu jafha hlief xi studjuz jew xi dilettant. Ta’ dan ma
taghti tort 1il hadd. Imma min-naha l-ohra, l-ispeéi ta’ “tindif etniku” 1l qed isehh fhafna
ogsma tal-kultura Maltija m’ghandux jigi skuzat daqshekk malajr. Nghidu ahna:
Ghalkemm il-fuhharin li kienu jaghmilu I-borom, il-pwagen u t-tigani tal-fuhhar li kienet
tuza n-nanna issa nqgatghu mill-irhula taghna, is-sengha nfisha ghadha tigi pprattikata
f certi skejjel governattivi u minn xi artigjani u antisti privati. Tissejjah pottery, u I-Malitin
li jipprattikawha ma jafu tista’ tghid xejn mit-terminologlja Maltija tas-sengha, u jindgew bi
kilem bhal “tiffajerja”, “tibbejkja”, u “tikkojlja”, meta ghandna kllem Maliti ferm isbah
minnu. L-arkeologi Maltin, jekk mhux kollha, ghallingas hafna minnhom, m’ghandhom
lanqas l-icken Idea tad-differenza bejn “qolla”, “dorga” jew “Zir’. L-istess jista’ Jinghad
fis-sengha ta’ l-insig. Din ukoll ghadha tittiehed bhala craft fxi skejjel, u n-nissiega I-
godda erhilhom jitkellmu fuq li-heddles u x-shuttel, minghajr l-icken kaz ta’ xX’inhi I-
kelma Maltija.

Peress li dan il-fenomenu jweggaghli galbi, nixtieq innizzel it-terminologija Maltija ta’ i-
insig bit-tama li xi haga minnha tibga’, u ma tingeridx ghal kollox.

L-INSIG (weaving) hu s-sengha ta’ kif tipproduéi d-DRAPP {fabric). 1d-drapp hu
maghmul minn hafna hjut wedfin, li jkunu MSALLBIN (interlaced) ma’ hafna hjut
mimdudin. l-hjut il-wegfin jissejhu il-MEDD (warp) u l-hjut il-mimdudin jissejhu t-
TAGHMA (weft).

Hjut weqfin (il-medd)
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L-apparat li fuqu jsir l-insig jissejjah
in-NEWL (loom).

in-Newl

Li kellek tagbad hajta twila u tghaddiha ghal hafna drabi minn fugq ghal isfel;
imbaghad tagbad hajta ohra u did-darba tghaddiha msallba minn genb ghal genb,
darba tghaddi minn taht u darba tghaddi minn fuq ta’ kull hajta wieqfa, tkun, forsi
bla ma taf, insigt bicéa XOQQA (plain weavel/tabby weave). Jekk minflok wahda
minn fuq u wahda minn taht, tghaddi I-hajta I-mimduda darba minn taht zewqg
hajtiet weqgfin u darba minn fuq zewq hajtiet ohra, tkun insigt bicéa FUSTAN
(twill). Ara ftit id-disinn fil-pagna ta’ gabel.

Meta jkun armat fuq in-newl, tarf wiehed tal-medd ikun rrumblat jew, ahjar,
“mitwi” fuq iKMITWA TAS-SEFHA (warp beam), li tkun bhal romblu twil ta’ l-injam
bil-hajt tal-medd imkebbeb fuqu. Mill-mitwa, il-hajt jghaddi ghal gon-NIR
(heddles), min-nir ghal bejn is-snien tal-MOXT (reed), u mill-moxt jerga’ jitkebbeb
fuq romblu iehor ta’ l-injam li jissejjah il-MITWA TA’ QUDDIEM (fabric beam). I~
process hu xi ftit ikkumplikat u biex tifhem, l-ahjar li thares ftit lejn id-disinn.
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In-nir hu maghmul minn erba’ tilari li jkunu marbuta b’mod i, meta tnejn minnhom
jintrefghu ’il fuq, jerfghu maghhom nofs il-hjut tal-medd u, meta jintrefghu t-tnejn
l-ohra, jerfghu in-nofs I-iehor. [l-hjut tal-medd li jkunu stirati u mitwija bejn iz-
zewg mitwiet (ta’ quddiem u ta’ wara), f'xi postijiet jintwew fghamla ta’ salib,

4 |T-TARJOLA

~<— L -GHASAFAR

L-erba’ tilari tan-nir.

ezatt kif jidher fid-disinn. Biex is-salib iZzomm f'postu, tiddahhal lasta ta’ l-injam li
tissejjah XTEJQA (cross stick/warp peg). Hares ftit lejn id-disinn ' hawn fugq.

Biex tinseg trid il-hajt, u dari I-hajt ghall-insig kien isir min-nissieg innifsu. II-
lingwa Ingliza taghmel distinzjoni u taghzel bejn il-kelma thread, li tfisser hajt li
jintuza l-aktar ghall-hjata, u I-kelma yarn, li tfisser dak il-hajt MAGHZUL (spun)
ghall-insig. Din id-distinzjoni (kien) jaghmilha wkoll il-Malti. ll-keima Maltija ghal
yarn hi RADEN. L-gherq tal-kelma “raden” gieghed fil-kelma “raddiena”, u I-
kelma “marden”, li se niltaqghu maghhom ’il quddiem.

Ir-raden, jew il-hajt ghall-insig, jista’ jsir mis-SUF_(wool), mill-QOTON (cotton),
mill-KITTIEN (flax), mili-HARIR (silk), mill-QANNEB (hemp), u fi Zmienna minn lista
twila ta’ pjanti bhall-jute, li minnu jsiru l-ixkejjer, ramie, li jikber l-aktar f'pajjizi
bhaé-Cina, il<Gappun u I-Egittu u li minnu jsir éertu tip ta’ ghazel, sisal, li minnu
jinsgu tip ta’ twapet hoxnin, yucca, kapok, u anke mill-mohair, li jigi mix-xaghar
ta’ moghza msejha “Angora” li titrabba l-aktar fl-Amerka u fit-Turkija, u mill-
cashmere, li hu x-xaghar ta’ moghza ohra li titrabba fit-Tibet.

Fost dawn kollha, x’aktarx li l-aktar maghruf hu s-suf, li jittiehed minn ghand in-
naghga, u t-tajjar li jittiehed mill-qoton. Ejja nibdew mis-suf.

1S-SUF

(fleece). Wara li tahsly, is-suf trid TINFXU (to fluffito tease) jigifieri tfetthu u
dgebbed fih b’subghajk biex jitpahpah, jikber u jinhall minn xi ghogod u ¢apep li
jista’ jkun fih. Waqt li qed tinfxu, trid tnaqqih ukoll minn xi frak, zkuk, haxix niexef
u hmieg iehor. Meta s-suf ikun minfux sewwa, tigbed tarf minnu u tobormu bejn
subghajk sakemm ikollok bhal hajta jew spaga rqigqa. Jekk tibga’ iggebbed, ftit
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Taghzel is-suf bil-maghzel.

ftit, dik I-ispaga jew hajta li tkun bramt, ghandek issib li s-suf jibga’ hiereg bla ma
jinqata’, u jekk tkompli tobrom b’subghajk, wara ftit ikollok hajta twila mhux
hazin.

Dan hu I-mod ta’ kif TAGHZEL (to spin) is-suf. Imma jekk taghzel is-suf
b'subghajk ta’ idejk biss, minghajr ghodda, x’aktarx li se ddum wisq sakemm
ikollok bizzejjed raden, jew hajt, biex tista’ tibda tahdem. L-Ghodda li tintuza
tissejjah il-MAGHZEL (spindle). Il-maghzel jista’ jidher bhala bié¢a ghodda vera
semplici, imma hu ferm ahjar li tahdem bih milli taghzel is-suf b’subghajk ta’
idejk biss. ll-maghzel ilu maghruf mill-qedem, anke fi Zmien il-hagar. Hu
maghmul minn KAVILJA (dowel) hoxna xi centimetru u twila bejn wiehed u iehor
30 centimetruy, li jkollha zewg TUQQALIET (whoris), wahda fuq, u i-ohra isfel, kif
jidher fid-disinn, u li jissejhu GALETT!. Mal-galetta ta’ fug ikun hemm gan¢ zghir
li hawn min jghidiu IS-SUNNARA (hook). Tibda taghzel billi §gebbed tarf wiehed
tal-kobba suf li jkollok fidek u tqabbdu mal-gané jew mas-sunnara ta’ mal-galetta
ta’ fug, tobrom il-maghzel f’idek, u tkompli ggebbed fis-suf, biex b’hekk jimbaram
ukoll ir-raden jew hajt li jkun hiereg minn gol-kobba. Meta jkollok bicca raden
twila mhux hazin, tkebbibha madwar il-kavilja tal-maghzel, imbaghad terga’
tghaddiha minn gos-sunnara, biex dak li kebbibt ma’ jergax jinhall. Minn issa ’i
quddiem tista’ thalli -maghze! jiddendel minn idek u xi kuitant taghtih dagqga ma’
koxxtok biex il-maghzel idur u jobromlok il-hajt jew ir-raden li tkun qed tigbed
minn gol-kobba jew gezza suf. lt-toqol stess tal-maghzel, hu u jdur u jaghqgad fi-
ajru u mdendel minn idek, jista’ jkun bizzejjed biex jigbed u jobrom aktar hajt mill-
gezza. Aktar ma jigbed, il-maghzel aktar jaga’ ’l isfel lejn l-art. Biex ma thallihx
jahbat maghha, kull darba tkebbeb il-hajta mal-kavilja tal-maghzel u terga’
ddawru u titiiqu mdendel biex ikompli jigbed is-suf mill-gezza. F'kemm ili
nghidlek ikollok maghzel mim!i hajt tas-suf.
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IT-TAJJAR

Is-suf jintaghzel bil-maghzel, imma t<ajjar jintaghzel bir-RADDIENA (spinning
wheel). Ir-raddiena ghandha l-vantagg li biha tista’ taghzel ferm iktar bil-heffa
imma, biex tahdem tajjeb, lir-raddiena trid taghtiha materjal minfux, imfettah u
mpahpah tajjeb. [[-QOTON (cotton) ipahphuh billi JDOQQUH (to thrash/ to bow).
Meta jindaqq, il-qoton isir TAJJAR (carded cotton). Is-suf tan-naghga li tinfex
bis-swaba’ t'idek ma jkunx impahpah bizzejjed biex tista’ tahdmu fuq ir-raddiena.
Biex ikun tajjeb ghar-raddiena s-suf irid JINTMAXAT (to be carded) bi mxat
apposta. F'Malta u Ghawdex dan, mid-dehra, ma tantx kien isir. Is-suf kienu
jhalluh ghall-maghzel u r-raddiena kienu jhalluha ghat-tajjar.

ll-qoton, jew “I-bjad”, kif kienu jsejhulu I-bdiewa, jinzera’ lejn l-ahhar ta’ April. Ix-
xitla trabbi bhal blalen biz-zerriegha li, maz-Zmien, jinxfu u jixpakkaw, u jixirfu
minn go fihom bhal kobob rotob, li ma jkunu xejn hlief il-qoton li jkun ged jistenna
I-bidwi. li-blalen tal-qoton jingabru biz-zerriegha b’kollox ghall-habta ta’
Settembru, imbaghad IFESDQUHOM (bolling), jigifieri johorgu l-goton minn gol-
FOSDQA (boll/pod), imbaghad JAHILGU (ginning) I-qoton, jigifieri jghaddu I-qoton
minn go magna li tissejjah il-HALLIEGA (cotton-gin) biex inehhulu z-zerriegha.
F’dil-magna sempli¢i, il-qoton jinghadda minn bejn zewg rombli ta’ l-injam, (li
jissejhu “I-hadid”) biex iz-zerriegha taqa' fug naha u I-MAHLUG (ginned cotton),
jigifieri l-qoton imnaddaf miz-zerriegha, jaqa’ fuq in-naha I-ohra.

L-IMRADD ——>IT)

<

H-HADID — A .
[I-QASGHA —ne >
N
. lI-Halliega
N g

lkun jongos li I-mahlug JINDAQQ (to twang cotton), jigifieri li, bhal fil-kaz tas-suf
tan-naghag li jrid jintnifex bis-swaba’ ta’ l-idejn biex jitpahpah, il-qoton jittiehed
ghand id-dagqdq, u dan, b’apparat apposta, ifettah il-qoton billi jdoqqu. Fuq kif
jindaqq il-goton nitkellmu aktar 'il quddiem. Meta jindaqq, il-goton isir TAJJAR
(carded cotton). It-tajjar imbaghad jintaghzel biex isir hajt.

Nergghu nghidu imma li, filwaqt li s-suf jintaghzel fuq il-maghzel, dak l-apparat
sempliéi li semmejna aktar gabel, it-tajjar jintaghZel fugq ir-RADDIENA (spinning
wheel). Ghalkemm ir-raddiena forsi tidher differenti hafna mill-maghze! imma fil-
prinéipju taghhom, m’humiex ’il boghod minn xulxin. L-ikbar differenza hi li I-
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maghzel tista’ ZzZommu fil-but u tigri bih fejn trid. Meta tidra tahdem bih, ma tridx
xi konéentrazzjoni speéjali u n-nisa, dari, kienu jaghzlu s-suf anke waqt li jkunu
jpacpéu u jghidu l-istejjer. Ir-raddiena ma tistax iggorrha mieghek fil-but imma
ghandha I-vantagg li, billi r-rota taghha ddur bil-heffa, biha tista’ taghzel u
tipproduéi I-hajt, jew ir-raden, iktar malajr.

L-IMGHAZEL

&

oy ™% L-IMRADD
e 1I-Wejda

I-MARDEN

I-Widna ———>
-Kabar
Id-dussies

Ir-Raddiena

Biex taghze! it-tajjar bir-raddiena trid tuza idejk it-tnejn. B’id wahda (I-leminija
jekk tkun lemini) iddawwar I-iIMRADD (crank) li bih iddur ir-raddiena (ara d-disinn),
u bl-id I-ohra zzomm il-kobba tat-tajjar, li tkun se taghzel. Tiftakru li biex bdejna
naghzlu s-suf bil-maghzel, qabbadna tarf tal-gezza suf li kellna fidejna mal-ganc
jew is-sunnara tal-maghzel? Issa biex tibda tahdem fuq ir-raddiena trid tobrom
tarf mill-kobba tat-tajjar u tgabbdu ma’ dik il-hadida rgiga Ii tkun hierga 'l barra
minn bejn il-widnejn. Dik il-hadida rqgiqga, b’¢ilindru zghir ta’ l-injam imdahhal go
fiha, jghidulha I-MARDEN. ll-prin¢ipju tar-raddiena hu li r-rota I-kbira ddawwar il-
marden u billi r-rota hi ferm ikbar, ma' kull dawra li ddur hi, il-marden idur
ghaxriet ta’ drabi. Bié¢éa gafla rqiqa li tissejjah il-HABLA, ddur mar-rota l-kbira u
tghaddi ghal fuq il-KABAR , kif jissejjah dak i¢-cilindru z-zghir ta’ I-injam li jkun
imdahhal gol-marden. Hu permezz tal-habla li -moviment tar-rota I-kbira jghaddi
ghal fugq il-kabar, li min-naha tieghu jdawwar il-marden.

IS-SWABA’ -

Jo

ID-DUSSIES

ll-marden
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Wagqt li b’id wahda ddawwar l-imradd halli r-raddiena ddur u maghha jdur il-
marden, il-marden, min-naha tieghu, jigbed tarf il-kobba tajjar li jkollok f'idek I-
ohra u jislet minnha I-hajt, jew ir-raden, li int tant ghandek bzonn. F'’kemm ili
nghidlek, il-marden jimtela b’kobba hajt tat-tajjar kbira gmielha. Biex tkun tista’
tkompli tahdem, trid tagia’ I-kobba minn fuq il-marden billi tigbidha ’l barra. Biex
il-kobba ma “tinsaramlekx”, jigifieri biex ma tithabbilx, terga’ ddahhlilha hadida
ohra rqiqa, bhal dik tal-marden, u li tissejjah DUSSIES. Issa ghandek il-marden
vojt u tista’ terga’ tibda taghzel aktar hajt tat-tajjar.

L-IMHALLA

Mela s’issa ghandna: jew maghzel mimli hajt tas-suf tan-naghag, jew dussies
b’kobba hajt tat-tajjar imkebba fuqu. X'ikun imiss? lkun imiss li l-kobba ssir
MILWA jew MERILLA (skein). Biex naghmlu dan ghandna bzonn bi¢¢a ghodda
semplicissima. Qasba dritta, u go fiha zewg qasbiet ohra zghar, imdahhlin
kartabun maghha, wahda f’kull tarf. Din jghidulha I-IMHALLA (skein winder).

L-imhalta L-Imkebba

li-hajt issa trid iddawru ma’ I-imhalla, b’mod li I-kobba tigi merilla. t-terminologija
uzata hi: “iggorr il-hajt fuq l-imhalla”. Meta tlesti, taqla’ I-merilla minn fuq |-
imhalla u tqeghidha fuq I-IMKEBBA (swift). Din hi bicéa ghodda ohra semplici li
sservina biex il-hajt inkebbuh fuq xi haga izghar (ara ftit id-disinn ta’ hawn fugq),
biex ikollna bhal minéott, li jkun zghir bizzejjed biex inkunu nistghu nahdmu bih.
Dari kienu jkebbu I-hajt fuq kannol ta’ qasba, bl-ghekiezi maqtugha u miftuh miz-
zewg@ nahiet u li jissejjah IMSERKA. Meta jkollhom bzonn mincott ikbar, ghax
ikunu se jahdmu iktar fil-kobor, kienu juzaw imserka maghmula minn qasba ikbar
u usa’ u li, minflok imserka tissejjah LEMBUB (bobbin/spool). Dak id-dublett li
kienu jilbsu n-nisa ta’ dari u li nafuh bhala “ta’ mitt lembuba”, jew ahjar “ta’ mitt
LEMBUB?”, jissejjah hekk ghax biex tinseg id-drapp tieghu trid hafna haijt ta’ Iwien
differenti: trid “mitt lembub”.

Kif ghidna fil-bidu, id-drapp hu maghmul minn hajt wieqaf li jissejjah il-MEDD
(warp) u hajt mimdud li jissejjah it-TAGHMA (weft). Biex tarma l-medd minn fugq
ghal isfel tan-newl hi bi¢éa xoghol iebsa mhux hazin. Biex tghaddi t-taghma minn
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genb ghal iehor hi bicéa xoghol ferm ehfef. Ghat-taghma trid I-imserka. Ghal-
medd trid il-lembub. Ejja, ghalissa, naqbdu l-imserka bil-hajt imkebbeb fuqgha; il-
lembub inhalluh ghal meta nkunu tghallimna ftit iehor. L-imserka trid tidhol go
bi¢éa ghodda ta’ l-injam, forma ta’ dghajsa Zghira li tissejjah MEKKUK
(shuttle/throw shuttle). Il-mekkuk mhux ikkumplikat hafna biex tifhmu, imma
xorta jkun tajjeb li taghti dagqqga t'ghajn lid-disinn:

LWETTIEQ <>,

|
LAMREJKBA {
-~ |

e

—— U

g5

St

—4— |l-Mekkuk

L-IMSERKA

A e e R M [ S ——. e
5 e el

Ot

Titfa' l-mekkuk u tghaddi t-taghma minn genb ghal. fehor tal-medd.

L-imserka tidhol gol-WETTIEQ (spindel) ii tkun kavilja rqiqa ta’ l-injam jew, kif
galulna l-ahwa Zahra miz-Zebbug t'‘Ghawdex, fergha rqiqa ta’ sigra taz-zebbug.
lkun kif ikun, il-wettieq irid ikun b’sahhtu, imma rqgiq bizzejjed biex l-imserka
tidhol fih imlahalha halli tkun tista’ ddur bla xkiel. It-tarf tal-hajta jinghadda minn
togba fil-genb biex, meta l-mekkuk jintefa’ minn genb ghall-iehor tan-newl, il-hajt
jinhall u jifforma t-taghma. '

KIF TITWI S-SEFHA

Bil-mekkuk tista’ tghaddi I-hajt il-mimdud, jew it-taghma, minn genb ghal iehor tal-
medd; imma biex taghmel dan, m’ghandniex xi nghidu, irid ikollok il-medd, jew il-
hajt il-wieqaf, diga” armat fuq in-newl. Din mhix xi haga hafifa. Trid tibda billi
jkollok bhal merilla twila twila, i titkebbeb fuq bi¢éa apparat iehor li jissejjah I-
IMKEBBA (warping mill). Diga konna ltqajna ma’ “mkebba” meta glajna I-merilla
minn fuq “l<imhalla” u tfajnieha fuq “l-imkebba”; imma issa se nigu bzonn ta’
mkebba ohra, ferm ikbar, li tintrama fuq serratizz wiegaf u twil miil-art sas-saqaf
tal-kamra. Filwaqt li dari kwazi kull dar kien ikollha newl, mhux kull dar kien
ikollha mkebba bhal din. Din il-bicéa xoghol ta’ kif taghmel dil-merilla I-kbira
kienet tissejjah TITWI S-SEFHA (warping/winding the warp), u kienet tithalla
Pidejn ftit nies li kellhom is-sengha u I-hila li jaghmluha.

Is-sefha hi I-merilla twila twila li tintrama fuq in-newl. Minbarra li trid tiksi l-wisa’
kollu tan-newl, is-sefha trid tintewa ghal hafna drabi fuq il-mitwa, trid tghaddi
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minn go n-nir, u trid tghaddi minn bejn is-snien tal-moxt li jkun god-deff. Meta
tintewa ghall-ewwel darba fuq I-imkebba, trid tintewa bis-sengha, ghax inkella,
meta taglaghha ma tkunx tista’ tarmaha fuq in-newl. Jaqbel li l-ewwel inharsu
lejn id-disinn i jurina kif tkun I-imkebba I-kbira tas-sefha, imbaghad nippruvaw
nifhmu kif tintewa s-sefha.

|~ 1s-swaBA’

v

: 1 2 3

!
i

L-IMKEBBA L-KBIRA

|
$

Forsi diga’ nnutajtu dawk iz-zewgq strippi, wahda bi tliet swaba’ ta’ I-injam hergin
minnha u l-ohra, tahtha, bi tnejn? Fil-fatt dawk li hergin ’il barra jghidulhom
SWABA’ (pegs), u minghajrhom ma taghmel xejn. Se jkollna nergghu ningdew
b'disinn iehor biex nifhmu kif tkebbeb dik il-merilla t-twila li tissejjah “is-sefha”.
L-ewwelnett, skond kif galulna dawk il-ftit nies li ghadhom jinsgu fMalta u
Ghawdex, fosthom l-ahwa Zahra miz-Zebbug, il-familja Vella mir-Rabat ta’ I-
Imdina, u anke kif rajna b’ghajnejna, fl-imkebba I-kbira dejjem ikun hemm tliet
swaba’ fuq u tnejn taht; ghalkemm fl-istrippa jista’ jkun hemm izjed toqob fejn
iddahhal is-swaba’ u tmexxihom ’l hinn u ’l hawn. Dawn il-hames swaba’
tajnichom numru, mill-wiehed sal-hamsa. (F'pajjizi ohra, dan l-arrangament ta’
tlieta fuq u tnejn taht hu komuni, ghalkemm jista’ jkun hemm ukoll arrangamenti
ohra).

{r-Rixtellu tas-sefha
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1) Tibda billi torbot il-hajta hafif hafif mas-saba’ numru hamsa.

2) Imbaghad tghaddi I-hajta minn taht is-saba’ numru erbgha, u minn hemm
iddur dawra mejt ma’ I-imkebba.

3) Meta tasal fuq nett, tghaddi minn taht is-saba’ numru tlieta, u minn fug is-
saba’ numru tnejn u s-saba’ numru wiehed.

4) Terga’ ddur ghal taht is-swaba’ numru wiehed u tnejn u fug is-saba’ numru
tlieta.

5) Iddur dawra mejt ma’ l-imkebba u tigbed dritt ghal taht is-saba’ numru hamsa.

6) Hekk tkun temmejt dawra kompluta. Terga’ ddur ghal fuq is-saba’ numru
hamsa; tghaddi minn taht is-saba’ numru erbgha u tkompli dawra ohra ezatt
bhal dik li bdejt biha.

Is-slaleb li ssallab bejn in-numru tnejn u n-numru tlieta, u bejn n-numru erbgha u
n-numru hamsa jservu biex izommu I-hjut mifrudin wahda mill-ohra.  Ikun biss
meta taqgla s-sefha minn fuq l-imkebba u tipprova terga’ tarmaha, jew “titwiha” fuq
in-newl illi tista’ tapprezza kemm huma mportanti dawn is-slaleb.

Jekk tifli sewwa d-disinn ta’ pagna 62, imbaghad taghti daqga t’ghajn lejn id-
disinji li hemm f'pagna 55 u 56, forsi tista’ tintebah li meta s-sefha tingala’ minn
fuq I<imkebba u terga tintewa fuq in-newl, mitwa wahda tidhol fil-post fejn hemm
is~subgha numru wiehed, u I-mitwa |-ohra tidhol fil-post fejn hemm is-subgha
numru hamsa. Fuq naha u ohra tas-salib jidhlu zewg XTEJJAQ (cross sticks) li
xogholhom ikun li jZzommu I-hjut mifrudin wahda mill-ohra. L-ixtejjaq jidhru wkoll
fid-disinn li hemm f’pagna 55.

KIF TITWI S-SEFHA FUQ IN-NEWL

Peress li I-merilla (s-sefha) li tkun kebbibt madwar I-imkebba tkun twila mhux
hazin, meta tigi biex tagqlaghha minn postha trid toqghod b’seba’ ghajnejn li
taglaghha b’mod li ma tinsaramlekx, jigifieri Ii ma tithabbillekx, u li ma jinhattx ix-
xoghol kellu li tkun ghamilt. Tibda taqgla’ mis-saba’ numru wiehed; tghaddi idek
minn god-dawra jew tundjatura li I-hajt ikun ifforma meta kien imdawwar madwar
dan is-saba’; b'idek tahfen il-merilla minn ftit aktar ’] isfel; tigbed idek ’il barra mit-
tundjatura u maghha tigbed ukoll il-merilla biex tifforma bhal holqa ta' katina.
Terga’ ddahhal idek gol-holga, tagdab bi¢é¢’ohra mill-merilla, tigbed idek lura u
tibqa’ sejjer hekk sakemm, holqa holqa, tifforma katina twila ta’ hajt.

L-espressjoni “titwi s-sefha” tintuza mhux biss meta tkebbeb il-merilla t-twila, jew
is-sefha, madwar l-imkebba (winding the warp), imma wkoll meta tigi biex tarma
s-sefha fuq in-newl (dressing the loom). Niesna ta’' dari, li kienu ghadhom jafu
jitkellmu bil-Malti sewwa, kienu juzaw ukoll il-verb “tisfah”. Tisfah fuq l-imkebba,
u tisfah fuq in-newl. Biex titwi s-sefha fuq in-new! trid bi¢c¢a ghodda li ghadna ma
semmejniex; ir-RIXTELLU (raddle). Tiftakruh il-qawl: “Marzu Marzellu; In-nanna
harget il-moxt u r-rixtellu”? Kemm il-moxt (li qieghed god-deff) u kemm ir-
rixtellu huma parti mis-sengha ta’ l-insig.

Wara li tkun irbatt ir-rixtellu (temporanjament) fuq in-newl, dan jghinek biex tifrex

is-sefha tul il-wisa’ kollu tan-newl, billi tqassam il-hajt bejn is-snien tar-rixteliu.
Bejn kull sinna jrid ikun hemm l-istess numru ta’ hajt. L-esperjenza tghallmek
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kemme-il hajta jrid ikollok bejn kull sinna, dejjem skond il-kobor tan-newl li
ghandek, u x’tip ta’ xoghol tixtieq tinseg.

fr-rixteflu

Biex iddahhal il-hjut bejn is-snien tar-rixtellu, l-ahjar li jkollok wiehed li jista’
jingala’ minn fuq, kif jidher fid-disinn. Barra minn hekk, waqt li ghadek qed titwi
s-sefha fuq l-imkebba, trid torbot fiha xi gfieli b’'mod li, meta tagla’ s-sefha minn
fuq l-imkebba, dawn jghinuk tifrixha u tghaddiha minn bejn is-snien, matul it-tul
kollu tar-rixtellu. L-ahjar li terga’ thares ftit lejn id-disinn t"hawn taht.

e A W e————

Y e
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Torbot is-sibliet bejn is-swaba’ ta’ I-imkebba I-kbira.

Jekk int tikkalkula li jrid ikollok tmien hajtiet bejn kull sinna tar-rixtellu, trid
izZzzomm dan fmohhok waqt li ghadek fil-proc¢ess li tisfah fuq I-imkebba l-kbira.
Taht is-salib li ssallab bejn is-saba’ numru erbgha u s-saba’ numru hamsa,
tqieghed bi¢céa qafla rqiqa, jekk jista’ jkun ta’ kulur differenti mill-hajt tas-sefha.
Meta tkun ghaddejt bil-hajta tmien darbiet minn bejn iz-zewg swaba’, titwi z-zewgt
itruf tal-qafia ‘I fuq, ezatt kif jidher fid-disinn, u terga’ tkompli tkebbeb is-sefha.
Kull darba li titwi l-qafla ’l fuq, tkun qed tigbor ghalihom tmien hajtiet li se
jghaddu minn bejn zewg sinniet partikolari tar-rixtellu. Kull gatta hajt li tigbor
tissejjah SIBLA, u l-plural jigi SIBLIET (bunches). Tibqa’ sejjer hekk sakemm
ikollok bizzejjed sibliet biex timla r-rixtellu kollu, u allura s-sefha tkun lesta. Biex
ma tinsaramx meta taglaghha, s-sefha tintrabat ukoll f'postijiet strategi¢i ohra, kif
tista’ tara mid-disinn ta’ hawn taht.

Is-sefha marbuta u lesta, u tista’ tingala’ minn fug lHmkebba.

64



IN-NIR

IR-RIXTELLU

IS-SIBLIET

3

&.
Xtejga ohra li tidhol fpostha gol-mitwa —

IL-MITWA TAS-SEFHA

Y

Issa mhux diffi¢li (dejjem jekk thares lejn id-disinn ta’ hawn fuq) biex tifhem kif
titwi s-sefha fuq in-newl. Fil-post fejn kien hemm is-saba’ numru 5, iddahhal
xtejqa, jew lasta rgiqa. Din tqgeghidha fil-post Ii jkun hemm imhaffer apposta
ghaliha fuq il-mitwa tas-sefha. Bir-rixtellu marbut temporanjament f'postu tkun
tista’ mbaghad tifrex il-hjut tas-sefha mal-wisa’ kollu tan-newl. Twila kemm tkun
twila, is-sefha tiltewa, jew titrambel, kollha kemm hi fuq il-mitwa; imma meta tasal
fl-ahhar bicéa, jigifieri dik il-parti li kienet mitwija mas-swaba’ numru wiehed,
tnejn u tlieta ta’ I-imkebba I-kbira, trid tieqaf, ghax minn dat-tarf trid issa tghaddi I-
hjut minn gon-nir u minn gol-moxt tad-deff.

I-MITWA
ta’ quddiem

In-NIR [I-MITWA tas-
sefha

Id-DEFF bil-MOXT go fih

Mill-mitwa tas-sefha ghal gon-nir, min-nir ghal gol-moxt tad-deff, u mill-moxt tad-
deff ghal mal-mitwa ta’ quddiem.
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LEGGENDI FL-ISLA Angelo Dougall

L-Isla mhix nieqsa mil-leggendi. Minn tmiem it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija
(1939-1945) mghadekx tismaghhom, u daz-Zmien il-generazzjoni li ticlgha hija
mfassla xort’shra, mitlufa wara affarijiet ohra. Din l-ahhar gwerra qatghet u
qatlet hafna tradizzjonijiet folkloristici, I-aktar fejn resqet fil-bliet u rhula qodma.
M’ghadhomx jinstemghu leggendi li ghal sekli shah kienu jinghadu minn
generazzjoni ghal-ohra. Xejn anqas fl-Isla, bhal bliet ohra ta’ madwar il-
Port, ghaddiet minn din il-burraxka,. I.-aktar minhabba I-qerda fil-gwerra u t-
tluq u l-evakwazzjoni ta’ niesha li maghhom kienu maghguna u msawwra dawn it-
tradizzjonijiet, folklor, leggendi u hrejjef.

Il-leggenda li se nirrakkonta hija min jaf kemm sekli, gejja minn Zmien
klassiku, minsuga madwar hrejjef tal-mitologija klassika. Din hija I-leggenda
tas-Sirena li mkien ’Malta m’hi qawwija daqs kemm hi fl-Isla, belt marittima bi
tradizzjonijiet tal-bahhara bi snajja’ u mestjeri mrawmin ma’ I-ghajxien mill-
bahar.

Qabel it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija fis-sajf konna mmorru x-Xatt ghall-arja
friska tal-bahar. Darba fost ]-ohrajn, konna ahna t-tfal fuq bank quddiem il-
Black Cat, bar qrib il-palazz li fl-antik kien il-*“Palazz tal-Kaptan tax-Xwieni"
(hawn illum aktar maghruf bhala Dockyard Terrace). It-tahdita taghna
waqghet fuq I-Ghar tas-Sirena, jew kif hu maghruf minn vhud, I-Ghar tal-
Mikelin, u min beda jharref u jghid haga, u min ohra. Wiehed fostna qalilna I
kien ghodos hemm u tella’ ¢-¢aghaq. Imma l-kurzita dwar dak l-ghar misterjuz
baqghet.  Dak iz-Zmien }-ghar kien ma’ wic¢ il-bahar li kien jibqa’ diehel fih sa
gewwa,

Mela wiehed barklor xih li kien gieghed fuq il-bank warajna u kien ged
jisma’ x’konna qeghdin nghidu, dar lejna u qalilna: “Tfal, halli nghidilkom din
il-leggenda fuq dak l-ghar". Kienet il-Leggenda tas-Sirena, li ghalkemm f"dawk
is-snin ta’ tfuliti kont naf li kien hemm xi leggenda marbuta ma’ dak il-post,
kienet l-ewwel darba li smajtha.

II-Leggenda tas-Sirena Kienet hekk:  “Mela darba, maltempata kbira
tellghet sirena (li kif jghidu tkun nofs mara u nofs huta) mill-bahar fuq xtutna.
Din sabet il-kenn fil-port taghna u biex hadd ma jaraha dahlet tistahba go I-ghar li
hemm ma’ wi¢é il-bahar grib il-Ponta ta’ L-Isla taht l-irdum fejn illum hemm dak
il-bini gholi Tal-Mikelin. Is-sirena kienet tohrog tghum u titla’ fuq il-blat fejn
kienet togghod tkanta bi hlewwa li ma bhalha. Dak iz-Zmien fid-dahla ta’
Bormla kien hemm hafna ghorof tas-sajjieda. Dawn is-sajjieda ma kinux jistghu
jagbdu mnejn kien gej tak il-kant u ghana hekk sabih. Kulhadd isagsi bla ma
hadd isib tarf ghax, kull meta s-sirena kienet tilmah lil xi hadd riesaq qrib, kienet
tintefa’ l-bahar, tizgiccéa u tinheba go I-ghar li sar }-ghamara taghha. Hafna drabi
kienet tibqa’ gewwa, imdejqa, tkanta wahedha.  Darba fost I-ohrajn sajjied
zaghzugh kien ghaddej fil-qrib fuq il-kajjikk tieghu u sema’ kant hiereg minn go
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L-Ghar tas-Sirena, maghruf ukoll bhala I-Ghar tal-Mikelin,
L-Isla, kif kien jidher gabel it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija.
Issa kollox inbidel madwaru.

(Minn kartolina, ritratt ta’ Geo Furst)

e n e e e s ot

Ritratt li juri figura ta’ sirena imdawra b’
sengha folkloristika bil-bebbux u qroll.
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I-ghar. Qadef lejh bil-med il-mod biex ma jaghmilx hoss u dahal siksnijiet u
hemm gew, " nofs id-dalma lemah dik il-hliga stramba sabiha! Bilkemm ried
jemmen ’l ghajnejh li kellu quddiemu sirena! Ghall-ewwel indehex imma ghamel
il-kuragg u kellimha. Minn dakinhar, iz-zaghZugh beda ta’ sikwit jidhol izurha
meta jkun fil-qrib u sar ihobbha. Ghalxejn kienet tkecéih ’il barra u tghidlu li
ma tistax thobbu. Hi kellha maghmul fugha li jekk bniedem ibusha hi ssir zoptu
tal-gebel.  Lil dan is-sajjied, li issa kien mitluf u msahhar bil-hlewwa ta’ lehenha
u sbuhitha, ma qaltlux b’dan il-maghmul. Lejla wahda mar izurha, resaq
fugha, haddanha u biesha u minnufih dik l-imsejkna saret tal-blat! Ghalhekk
gewwa dak l-ghar hemm blata ghamla ta’ sirena u bqajna nsibuh bhala L-Ghar
tas-Sirena'.

B’din il-leggenda ma tispi¢cax il-konnessjoni ta I-Isla mas-sirena. Fugq
dak l-ghar hemm triq imsemmija ghas-sirena. Fl-antik kien hemm villa famuza
bi gnien, imsemmijin “Villa Sirena" u “I-Gnien tas-Sirena". Meta kienu
jisimghu xi wahda tghanni jew tkanta, il-girien, b’sarkazmu jew b’kumpliment
kienu jtennu: “Tghanni dags Sirena!"

Leggendi dwar sirena jinsabu fhafna pajjizi fl-Ewropa. F’Copenhagen,
il-belt kapitali tad-Danimarka, hemm ukoll leggenda tas-sirena u telighulha
statwa tal-bronz, fuq il-blat, thares lejn il-fliegu. Forsi ghal hekk li r-Regina
Daniza Alessandra, mart ir-Re Dwardu VII, kienet tant thobb I-Isla, minhabba x-
xebh li hemm bejn iz-zewgt ibliet dwar il-leggenda tas-sirena.

Fl-Isla kien hemm taqbila dwar is-sirena; kien galhieli John Zammit
PToronto f1-1965. Din kienet qalithielu ommu li kienet mill-Isla togghod “in-
naha tas-Sirena'":

Is-Sirena telghet tghanni / Ohtha telghet tghanni maghha,

Isaw bahrin, isaw ohorgu / Ha tisimghu l-vudi taghha!
X’ghanja tidwi kollha hlewwa! / Lehenha kemm hu sabih!
U min jisma’ l-ghanja taghha / Kif jintilef minn sensih!

Mikiel Agius, Bormliz emigrant xih go Detroit, kien qalli b’ghanja li kienet
tghanni ommu. Kien qalhieli f1-1970:

Is-Sirena tohrog tghanni, / X’lehen ghandha tant sabih!

Fih il-ghaxqa w kollha hlewwa Tghanni biex tferrahna bih.
Is-Sirena tmur tinheba / Mill-barklori w mill-bahrin,
U wahedha togghod tghanni / Gewwa 1-Ghar tal-Mikelin.
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KIF JAGHMLU €-CKAL F'WIED IL-GHAJN

Steve Borg jitkellem ma’ Salvu Debono

=15 u t-22 ta’Frar, 2003.

“In-namra tieghi hi s-sajd. Nibda naghmel ié¢-¢kal (1) minn Settembru ghaliex il-
bahar ikun tajjeb ghas-sajd ta’ bil-lejl. ll-hut ikun lahaq bied u kiber. Qed insemmi
hut bhas-sargi, l-ispnott, il-moghoz, l-imnieges, id-dott, il-flieles ta¢-cerna u anke I-
frajjel li tixbah il-qarnita izda jkollha s-swaba' rqaq. Min jaghmel i¢-¢kal ghandu
bzonn kopp, tilar u barmil (2). Jekk il-bahar ikun ghadu li tissaportih, tinzel bix-
xorts u flokk u xxidd xi haga f'saqajk biex tharsek mill-hgieg, miz-zrar u minn xi
huta bix-xewka, speéjalment minn xi skorfna.”

“ Ghamilt kopp b’lasta tal-fraxxnu, ghalkemm tista’ tkun tal-fagu wkoll, ghaliex
jiflah ghall-ilma. ll-lasta, li hi twila ghaxar piedi, ntaqgbilha zewg togbiet irqaq biex
minnhom nghaddi I-boltijiet li jzommu é-¢irku tal-hadid maghha. Wara l-irbit,
nillaxxna bil-lenza. ll-kopp ikun maghmul f'éirku tal-hadid. Jien ghajjur ghal
xoghli u ghamiltu ta’ I-istainless steel. I¢-Cirku rbattejtiu tliet sinniet mieghu; it-
tnejn tal-gnub fihom mas-sitt pulzieri, u dik tan-nofs fiha mat-tmien puizieri. Is-
snien hawn min isejhilhom “labardi”.

“Kont nixtri rukkell nylon ta’ hxuna adattata u nghid lil Lino Sultana, minn Wied il-
Ghajn bhali, sabiex jahdimli xibka li jkollha pied u nofs fond. Ix-xibka trid tkun
pjuttost hoxna, mhux bhal tal-gambli, ghax trid titkaghbar hafna.”

“Min jaghmel ié-ckal irid jaghZzel post imrammel u bil-hama. Hadd m’hu se
jghidlek fejn hemm irqgajja’ tajba. Wied il-Ghajn maghruf ghaé-¢kal. Jaghmlu ¢é-
¢kal ukoll f'Marsaxlokk u, jidhirli, fBirzebbuga. lé-ckalu jghix f'postijiet bil-hama
taht l-alka, b’fond varju skond it-temperatura ta’ Isilma. Trid iddahhal il-kopp gol-
hama, tigbed, ittelighu u titfghu bil-mod fugq it-tilar. Meta tbattal il-koppjatura, trid
ixxarrab il-hama, issaffih mill-haxix u, hafna drabi, mill-alka, u tibda tqalleb bil-
galbu. Tista’ ma ssib xejn jew inkella ssib zewg tuzzani. Hllum ié-ckal naqgas
hafna. I¢-ckal taghmilhom go barmil tal-plastik, bit-toqob fil-giegh biex I-ilma
jiskula. Ahseb biex taghmel sodda alka biex ié-¢kal ma jitkaghbarx. Ié-ékalu
delikat u artab. Tnaddaf it-tilar biex terga’ tibda tikkoppja.”

“Jien nibda xi t-tmienja ta’ filghodu u nispiééa ma’ nofsinhar jew aktar. Tista’
taghmel ic-ékal wahdek jew ma’ siehbek. lzda fejn tara 'l haddiehor, dawk ma
tersaqx lejhom u lanqas huma ma jigu lejk. 1é-¢kal juzawh bhala lixka fis-sajd. L-
ghazia tal-lixka ghas-sajd ta’ bil-lejl tvarja minn ¢kal ghal hniex imperjali, gambli
jew bicciet tas-si¢c, hafna drabi I-branki taghhom. lzda ¢-¢kalu huwa l-ahjar lixka
ghaliex ikun ghadu haj u b’hekk jhajjen (3) il-hut. Hawn min jillixka wkoll bil-

bekkum tal-grané.”

“It-tilar ghamiltu tal-marine plywood, biex ma jinfethux il-folji ta’ l-injam. Tieghi
ghandu daqgs ta’ tliet piedi u nofs u mal-giegh tieghu inkullajt bicciet tal-gablow.
Hawn min jaghmel tankijiet jew kontejners tal-plastik. lé-ckalu jkun griz u fih bejn
pulzier jew tnejn. Gieli jkun ikbar. Maé-ckal intella’ wkoll I-alka, li xi drabi tinqala’
bil-basla, il-bahbuh, l-arzell, il-granéijiet, I-imremm, il-berghud tar-ramel u, darba,
f'bahar imdardar, gbadt ukoll haddiela. Dan ma tantx jigri izda kont ged naghmel
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ic-ckal il gewwa mill-moll hdejn Tal-Patrijiet, fejn hemm giegh ramli u
b’kumbinazzjoni hsadtha. Nistqarr li ma kontx ilmahtha. Semmejt l-imremm.
Dawn huma granéi hodor fl-isfar, b’dahar artab hafna.”

“Leiktar li tagbad huwa é-¢kalu griz, ghalkemm hemm razez ohra - il-hodor, il-
bojod u ohrajn bi driegh ta’ qies iehor. Ma nafx x’jisimhom, ghalkemm jaghmlu
parti mill-istess razza taé-¢kal (4). Jien m’iniex studjuz taghhom. Jekk nagbad
wiehed rari mhux se noqghod nitla’ mill-bahar u mmur b’tal-linja ghand Lanfranco!
Jien naghmel i¢-ckal ghas-sajd. Fi ékalatura nista’ nagbad mat-tiiet mitt wiehed.”

“Fejn il-hama tkun ratba Zzzejjed ma tantx issib ¢kal. L-ahjar huwa fejn il-hama
tkun naqra ramlija. L-ahjar li tahdem huwa meta jkollok dirghajk it-tnejn il fuq
mill-ilma, bl-ilma sa qaddek. lzda jekk insib roggha tajba u tkun imzerzqa, xorta
nibqa’ nikkoppja, anke meta jlahhaqli sa geddumi. B’saqgajja nibda nfittex il-mazzri
tad-dghajjes halli nitla’ fughom biex nirbah ftit gholi. Tiktibhiex din ghax ma
jemmnukx, izda gieli nzilt taht l-ilma wkoll. [li-kopp trid titfghu quddiemek bis-
snien 'l isfel jinzlu fil-giegh. Tidfen il-labardi u trid tigbed u taghmel is-sahha biz-
zewq idejn, tkarkar mal-gqiegh sakemm ittella’ gisek gaffa. Ghandek hames minuti
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bejn kuppjatura u ohra, tfittex i¢-ckal fuq it-tilar. Dejjem skond xi ttella’.

“M’hemmx wagfien ghall-ikel, ghalkemm gieli hadt termos kafé mieghi fuq it-tilar
ghal meta nieqaf ftit. Min jaghmel i¢-ckal ma tantx ihobb jghid kemm qabad. Ghax
ghandek toqghod tghid? Biex I-ghada ssib lil haddiehor flokok? Tinsiex li int tkun
diga tidher mill-art fejn gieghed u ma tistax tistahba. Tipprova tnaqgas i¢-cans li
haddiehor jigi biex jaghmel i¢-¢kal minn fejn tagbdu int. Dan mhux bhall-gambli li
jigri, izda jibga’ fil-giegh. Hawn min gieli jibda jikkoppja fejn m’hemmx ¢kal sabiex
jaghti I-hsieb li qed jagbad”.

“Nibga’ naghmel i¢-¢kal sa zmien il-Milied. L-arja tkun keshet izda l-bahar ma
jkunx dagshekk ingazzat. In-namra ggieghlek taghmel dak [i ma tridx. Meta mmur
id-dar inpoggi ¢é-ckal go landa tal-kunserva mghottija b’bicéa xkora niedja u
ngeghidhom fil-frigg, fl-inqas naha li taghmel kesha. Ara min jaghmel il-gambili,
dak jaghmilhom go borza tal-firnott, li jkun gisu drapp tal-kutri bojod. Meta mmur
nistad, niehu I<landa mieghi kif ukoll i kull tant hin, inqieghed tuzzana ckal go
vazett ghalihom, halli ma noqghodx inkidd i¢-¢kal kull darba li nillixka.”

“F’lejl tista’ tillixka mal-mitt ¢ckalu. Min imurlek ghax isaffihulek il-hut, min tibdlu
ghaliex ikun miet u ghalhekk il-hut ma jmissekx, u min gbadt bih. Meta tkun qged
tistad tista’ xxappap l-alka bl-ilma bahar biex izzomm i¢-¢kal frisk. L-ahjar postijiet
biex tistad ikunu fejn il-bahar ikun dagsxejn imgalleb, ghaliex jibda jaqgla’ I-haxix
ta’ mai-blat u jersaq I-hut biex jieklu. Tistad b’harira ta’ 1-40 jew tal-45 u b’sunnara
ta’ tliet kwarti ta’ pulzier.”

ll-hut ta’ bil-lejl kollu jibla’ il-lixka, mhux bhal ta’ bin-nhar. lkollok morina jew xilpa
li taqtaghlek jekk il-harir jigi bejn snienha. Hemm differenza bejn meta tistad bil-
hniex u meta tistad bic-¢kal. ll-hanex, li jitqatta’ bicciet, ikangi aktar bil-lejl u
ghalhekk jintlemah aktar malajr; filwaqt li ¢-ckalu, ghalkemm ma jkangix daqsu,
ikun ghadu haj u, ghax ikun ghadu haj u jiccaqlaq, jigbed iktar hut. Ghal ta’ bin-
nhar tista’ tuza l-gambli, il-hobz bil-gobon, il-bebbux tan-nagi u lixka ohra.”
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“Qatt ma beght ¢kalu, ghalkemm l-eluf talbuni ghalihom biex inbeghelhom. Imma
i:-:Zabbarin ibighuh. Frené Saliba u huh Toni, it-tnejn jghidulhom “tat-Trumbun”,
kl_enu jinqalghu ghalihom. Frené¢ ukoll kellu kopp bi tliet sinniet twal, tul ta’ xiber
ble_x jaqgta’ aktar hama. Ara d-dilettanti, dawk ikollhom snien qosra. Issa ili disa’
snin ma’ naghmel ¢kal ghaliex il-hut nagas minhabba s-sajd bil-bombi, it-tfigh taz-
zjut u tad-defergents u s-sajd bix-xbieki u I-parit. Mindu hammlu Il-port bil-
hammiel, madwar ghoxrin sena ilu, hadu daqqa ta’ harta kemm ic-ckal kif ukoll
min jaghmiu.” . IR S A ' :
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(1) ls-sajjieda ma jghidux “nistad ghac-ckal” jew “nagbad i¢-ckal” izda “naghmel i¢-ckal™
"naghmel il-gambli”. ]
(2) Sajjieda ohra minflok barmil jghidu “barrada”. =~

"

(3) Salvu qalii “Ihajjen” li tfisser “iqarraq” u allura t-tifsira tigi i ¢-Ckalu haj u jictaglaq iqarraq bil-hut li jispi¢ca
bis-sunnara f'halqu. Imma jista’ jkun ukoll i I-kelma hi “Ihajjel” li gejja mill-verb “hiel” u li minnha ghandna |-
kelma “hjiel” u "sthajjel”. Fil-kacca jinghad: “ll-kaccatur ihajjel ghall-pluviert”, jigifieri jsaffrithom biex jersqu
lejh.

(4) litqaijt ukoll ma’ Hismijiet "gganti” u “bghula”.
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TLIET GHANJIET ANTIKI MALTIN

Anna Borg Cardona, B.A,,L.T.C.I,A.T.C.L.

F1-1791, il-Konti ta’ Saint Priest, li kien ukoll kavallier ta’ San Gwann, hareg
ktieb bil-Fran¢iz jismu “Malte par un voyageur francois"' Dan ma damx ma sar
wiehed mill-kotba l-izjed imfittxijin mill- vjaggaturi li kellhom hsieb jaslu sa’ Malta.

Saint Priest gabar hafna rqaqat fuq l-istorja ta’ Malta u l-hajja tal-Maltin.
Fosthom isemmi li baga’ mistaghgeb bl-imhabba ‘kbira li -Maltin kellhom ghall-
poezija. Jghidilna 1 dak iz-zmien missirijietna kienu jghannu l-poeziji taghhom
akkumpanjati minn “xi tip ta’vjolin jew lira". Hawnhekk tajjeb ninnotaw li l-ghana
mhux dejjem kien akkumpanjat mill-kitarri kif inhu illum u forsi jmissna nergghu
nippruvaw nghannu izjed mad-daqqa tal-vjolin illi huwa hafna izjed kapaci jimita 1-
kisriet u l-melizmi* naturali tal-vuci fil-ghana Malti.

Saint Priest isemmi tliet ghanjiet li fis-seklu tmintax diga kienu jitgiesu bhala
“antiki”.  Jinnota wkoll li dawn il-poeziji qosra ta’ kwartini, kellhom rima ta’ abch, h
kif nafu huwa t-tagbil l-aktar komuni fil-ghana Malti. Dawn l-ghanjiet Saint Priest
qalibhom ghall-Franciz izda ra kif ghafnel u nizzithom ukoll mill-ahjar 1 seta’ bil-
Malti. Dak iz-zmien, il-Malti miktub kien ghadu haga rari hafna u Saint Priest
naturalment sabha bi tqila 1i jirriproduci dak li sama’. Izda f"dan sab l-ghajnuna ta’ M.
[’Abbe Navarro, li kien il-librar tal-bibljoteka. Ghal dawn l-ghanjiet, Saint Priest
jghidilna li, peress li ma kienx hemm alfabet fiss, huwa juza ftit ittri Gharbin u ohrajn
“mill-alfabet Taljan".> Dawn huma I-ghanjiet li hu jaghti fl-1791, u li jiena qlibt
ghall-ortografija ta’ llum:

I Min jitma fit-tama / It-tama tqarraq bih,

Jaghmel ir-rih fil-bomblu / Jahseb i jsiefer bih.

I Smajt I’inti tarbit l-imhabba, / Ghidli fl-imhabba xi gralek?

Ejja thaddet ghomm(t)tok mieghi / Ghax nahseb li jiena grali bhalek.

111 Ghadira 1i tixrob minnha / Nitolbok la ddardarhiex

Ghax imur zmien u jigi ichor / Tfittixha u ma ssibhiex.
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Ghajb kbir iili I-Konti ta’Saint Priest ma jaghtina 1-ebda hjiel ta’ kif kienet il-
melodija ta’ dawn l-ghanjiet. Irridu nghidu 1i l-interess fil-poeziji, jew fil-kliem ta’ 1-
ghanjiet, beda hafna qabel nibet xi ftit ta’ interess fil-melodiji muzikali Maltin. Izda I-
kliem wahedhom ma jaghmiux il-ghanja; jehtiegu wkoll il-melodija. Tant hu hekk illi
meta bil-Malti ahna nuzaw il-kelma Ghanja ahna dejjem infissru l-poezija flimkien
man-noti muzikali taghha.

Gara 1i 1-1822 wasal Malta wiehed jismu G(ustav) Parthey, li kien bniedem
istruwit f"hafna suggetti, bhall-filosofija, il-mitologija Griega u l-gografija, u ppublika
ghadd ta’ kotba fughom. Parthey dar Sqallija u wara nizel sa Malta fejn wasal fil-hdax
ta’Lulju. Baqga’ hawn sal-bidu ta’ Settembru, imbaghad kompla fi triqtu lejn Lixandra.
Ta’ dan il-vjagg twil tieghu halla rendikont dettaljat f'kitba ta’ Zewg volumi L
semymiehom “Wanderungen durch Sicilien und die Levante". L-ewwel volum gie
ppublikat f"Berlin fl-1834 u t-tieni ' Berlin ukoll f1-1840. Fil-pagni 348 sa 412 ta’ 1-
ewwel volum Parthey jiddiskrivi I-migja tieghu £’ Malta.* Mela gara li dan il-vjaggatur
ukoll iltaga’ ma’ 1-ghanjiet dagstant popolari i kien semma Saint Priest u nizzel tnejn
minnhom fil-kitba tieghu. Insibu i z-zewg ghanjiet i ghazel huma l-ewwel u t-tielet ta’
Saint Priest. Izda Parthey ghal xi raguni ghogbu jnizzilhom bit-Taljan. Wisq probabbli
li x1 hadd Malti ta’ ¢ertu livell ta’ skola qalibhomlu mill-Malti ghall-ilsien Taljan. .

B’xorti tajba ghalina, Parthey ma kienx kuntent bil-kliem biss ta’ l-ghanjiet,
izda zied maghhom in-noti muzikali. U 1i kieku ma kienx ghalih ahna konna nibqghu
ma nafux il-melodija ta’ l-ghanjiet ta’ Saint Priest. ~ Mill-kitba ta’ Parthey, jidher li
dawn iz-zewg ghanjiet kienu jitghannew fuq l-istess melodija, haga i ssir spiss fil-
ghana Malti. Ahna nhobbu nuzaw melodija wahda ghal hafna poeziji differenti.
Din hija haga li tigri hafna wkoll fit-tradizzjoni Gharbija.

Fl-imghoddi kien hemm drawwa li wiehed izid akkumpanjament mal-melodiji
sempli¢i tradizzjonali. U hekk ghamel Parthey. L-istess kien ghamel, per ezempju,
Badger meta nizzel Hanina seyr insiefer’ u l-istess ukoll kien ghamel Edward Jones
meta ppublika Maltese Melodies u z-zifniet Maltin f Terpsichore’s Banquet.® Tllum il-
gurnata studjuzi tal-muzika jippruvaw kemm jista’ jkun la jZidu u langas inaggsu minn

dak Ii jisimghu.
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II-melodija 1i fugha jitghannew dawn iz-2ewg poeziji, Parthey isejjhilha
Canzonetta Maltese, u jien qeghda ingibha hawn (Ez. Muzikali 1) kif tidher fl-
appendic¢i ta’ l-ewwel volum tieghu, fost melodiji popolari Taljani u Sqallin ta’ dak iz-
Zmien. :

Ez. Muzikali 1. Canzonetta Maltese.

Biz-zmien, dil-melodija ta’ Parthey ntnesiet ghal kollox u llum m’ghadhiex
tinstema’ izjed. Dan hu tassew ghajb u kien biex intaffu dagsxejn dan in-nuqqas li
jiena u shabi tal-grupp Gukulari daqqejnieha u ghannejnicha ghall-ewwel darba fil-
Festival ta’ 1-Ghana li sar fis-16 ta’ Mejju 2003, fl-Argotti. Issa forsi xi hadd iehor
ukoll jithajjar jghanni dawn I-ghanjiet fuq din il-melodija tant sabiha. L-ghanja numru
IT ta’ Saint Priest, li Parthey ma jsemmihiex, tista’ titghanna facilment fuq l-istess
melodija, kifjistghu jitghannew ukoll gzuz ta’ ghanjiet ohra Maltin ta’ l-istess tip.

Hawnhekk jiena nixtieq nirringrazzja minn qalbi lil Dun Gwann Azzopardi kif
ukoll 1il Paolo Emilio Carapezza’ u nghid illi kicku ma kienx ghal Dun Gwann li
gentilment ghaddieli din il-bic¢a muzika li kien sab il-muzikologu Carapezza, kieku
aktarx illi ma kont qatt nasal biex niskopriha. Billi I-ktieb ta’ Parthey huwa miktub bit-
Tedesk u b’dan l-ilsien jien ma nafx naqra, x’aktarx illi lanqas ma kont biss nasal
inqalleb fih. Meta grajthom, jiena mill-ewwel gharaft li dawn il-kwartini miktubin bit-
Taljan ma kinux ghajr traduzzjoni ta’ l-ghanjiet antiki ta’ Saint Priest. Issa, wara dan
1z-zmien kollu, il-kliem jista’ jerga’ jinghaqad mill-gdid mal-melodija originali tieghu.

U b’hekk ghandna melodija ohra li biha nistghu nvarjaw izjed il-muzika
tradizzjonali taghna, u fl-istess hin nergghu naghtu l-hajja lil dawn l-ghanjiet antiki
Maltin.

Noti:

1. Guignard, F.E. De, Comte de Saint Priest. Malte par un voyageur francois
(Malte: 1791).

2. Melizmi huma noti differenti li jitkantaw fuq l-istess sillaba. L-Ghana la
Bormliza (Ghana fil-gholi) bu mimli melizmi.

3. Ara Guignard, F.E. De, Comte de saint Priest. Op. cit. p.63
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4. G. Parthey, Wanderungen durch Sicilien und die Levante, 2 volumi (Berlin: I-
ewwel volum1834, it-tieni volum1840). 11- Bibjoteka Nazzjonali, Malta, nsibu kopja
taz-zewg volumi ta’ Parthey ; ref BN a-61

S. George Percy Badger, Description of Malta and Gozo (Malta: 1838), 84-86.

6. Ghax xoghlijiet ta’ Edward Jones ara Anna Borg Cardona. 4 Musical Legacy:
Malta-related music found in Joreign libraries (Malta: 2002) 75-155.

7. Carapezza jsemmi 1-ktieb ta’ Parthey fix-xoghol tieghu Antichita Etnomusicali

Siciliane, Archivio delle tradizioni Popolari Siciliane, (Palermo: 1977), 7.

Canzonedl Maltese
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THE EVIL EYE: PREVENTIION, DETECTION, REMOVAL

Dr. George Zammit Maempel M.Q.R.,D.Sc.,M.D.

The aim of the present paper is to give some information on the safeguards,
detection and neutralisation of the harmful effects of the evil eye, with particular
reference to the very old custom of fumigating sick animals, Thahhir ta’ l-annimali,
as a possible cure from the effects of that harmful gaze. .

THE EVIL EYE AND SAFEGUARDS AGAINST IT The evil-eye, or the belief in
the power of some individuals to cause harm to man, animals or objects by merely
looking at them, is very widespread in the circum-Mediterranean countries particularly
Morocco, Libya, Malta, Sicily and southern Italy. Countryfolk in all these places have
consequently devised various means to ward off such destructive power. In Malta, these
include:

Fixtures:- protective cattle horns (single or double) and cobwebs;

Gestures:- the horned hand, making the sign of the cross over the abdomen, esp. in
pregnant women;

Exclamations invoking Divine protection:- like Alla jbierek (God bless); Alla jharsek
minn kull ghajn (May God protect you from any evil eye); Alla jseddaqghomlok (May
God protect your animals and make them healthy) or Exclamations like Ghajnek
[f'sormu / f'sormha or more politely, Ghajnek fghajnu/ f'ghajnha - beseeching the
wicked gaze of the eye-undesirable person to enter the back passage of the human /
animal anatomy, where its destructive force is lost in the darkness of that inhospitable
environment. This exclamation is generally used whenever a horse is praised within
hearing distance of its owner or whenever a lovely girl is audibly complimented on her
figure and beauty in the presence of her overprotective mother;

Wearing safeguards: Holy Medals, and / or amulets like a small gold horned-hand, a
cowry (bahbukia) around children's neck (Cassar 1965: 426); a pointed shark's tooth,
mounted cock spurs (single or double) resembling respectively a single horn (bzaru) or

a double horn (grun) hanging from a polka (watch chain) in adults; a mounted
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turquoise stone (Zammit Maempel, 1968); and diamonds placed on babies. The.
Birkirkara Village midwife Maria Zammit, informed the author in 1960 that this
custom was introduced into the village by wealthy refugees from Bormla, Birgu and 1-
Isla during the War years (1940-43).

Actions:- Carrying on one's person a blessed olive leaf. In very olden times it was also
customary to carry some wax from candles used during the Holy Week celebrations.
Cassar (1965:426) refers also to pieces of wax from this candle stuck to children's
forehead. This custom, however, has long died out, just like that of cutting a piece
from the clothung of an evil-eye undesirable and burning it, preferably in his
presence, if he enters your house.

The above devices against the evel-eye have been dealt with at some length in the
present author's contribution to the British ethnographic review Folklore of Spring
1968. It should be remembered however, that no matter what amount of protective
devices adopted to keep the harmful effects of the evil eye at bay, there are always
cases when these defenses 'fail’, and measures have to be taken to eliminate completely,
or at least to mitigate the harm done by the evil gaze.

DETECTING THE PRESENCE OF THE EVIL EYE A 50-year old female farmer
from Har Gharghur, but originating from Mellieha, informed the author (7/3/1967) that
before initiating procedures to eliminate the harmful effects of the evil eye one must
first ascertain that there actually is a case of Evil-Eye. The method used by her family
to ascertain this was explained to the author as follows: “Place and burn in a
saucer olive leaves and twigs (weraq u zkuk taz-zebbug) blessed in Church in Easter to
ward off the evil eye, sprinkle some salt crystals, place the hands over the saucer in
the same way the priest lays his over the chalice during Mass and watch carefully what
follows. Ifthe smoke emitted is white, if the salt starts crackling and if the hands start
sweating, then it is absolutely certain that an evil eye has been cast on your house and
consequently fumigate (Bakhhar).

Another female informer of about the same age, a teacher in a Government
Elementary School at Birkirkara, gave the author a somewhat different -- if not an

opposite -- version. This was based, not on the colour of the fumigation smoke
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(duhhan) but on that of the actual fumigation material (Iz-zebbug, it-tbahhir). If this
turned black (jekk it-tbakhir isir iswed) the sick man being fumigated defenitely had
the evil eye. Consequently, one had to recite an Our Father, a Hail Mary and a Glory be
to the 'Madonna of Rome' to protect him and us from evil glances, and to send back
the cast evil eye (talb lill-Madonna ta' Ruma biex tharisna mill-ghajnejn il-hziena u
Jekk hemm xi haga hazina, din tmur lura). Should however, the fumigation
material turn white, the sick man will recover. In that case the Kreed is to be recited in
remembrance of the greeting with olives and palm fronds Our Lord had upon his
entrance in Jerusalem . (Personal communication, Miss Bezzina, B'Kara 16/3/76).
REMOVING THE EVIL EYE BY FUMIGATION The ordinary process adopted to
eliminate the harmful effects of the evil eye, known locally as Thakhhir, is outlined
below.

Thahhir was once a very popular custom with Maltese country people. In
English it is referred to as Fumigation, meaning the application of smoke or gas for
the purpose of disinfecting or destroying pests. It is interesting to note that the harmful
effects of the evil-eye are treated as if they were bugs or pests. Fumigate them with
smoke originating from blessed olive leaves and destroy them completely with prayers
and religious invocations. It will be noted that the whole process is a combination of
pagan superstition and pious religious devotion . As regards who had the power
to fumigate, the informative middle aged woman stated that at Mellieha, where the
custom was still (1965) much in use, there were special persons for the purpose. She
stressed that not everyone could carry out this service. Only women could fumigate,
but those with an evil tongue against their neighbours were not allowed 16 do so.

The best indication for Fumugation is when the evil-eye is seriously suspected
when things start repeatedly going wrong or if there is a long sequence of illnesses in
the family. It is then time to take proper measures to eliminate the effects of that
disastrous gaze. Thus, Giuseppi Zahra, a 60 year old baker's son from Birkirkara,
informed the author (11/8/1967) that his mother used to fumigate the bakery and the

oven whenever a number of their clients made repeated complaints that the bread was
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lumpy or not good enough. Fumigation is not a means to avert the evil-eye, but a way
to remove its harmful effects.

The author's inquisitive question on how to fumigate received the reply that
much depended on what was being fumigated --- whether a house, a bakery, an office,
an aviary or an animal. For a residence and such like inanimate structures the
method mozt uaually adopted was that of burning blessed olive leaves and twigs ina
saucer, and going round the rooms carrying the saucer whilst utiering aloud some
ordinary everyday prayers, as the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Holy Queen, or the Kreed
(Birkirkara, Hal Qormi).  To fumigate a sick animal, the ritual is (or rather was up
to 1965) that of carrying the smoking material in the hand and going around the animal
uttering requests for divine help to remove the effects of the evil eye.

Different localities adopted slightly different ways of fumigating. Thus, at
Naxxar, it was customary to place the blessed olive leaves and twigs in a frying pan
instead of a saucer adding some large salt crystals, a piece of wax from a Xema' tat-
Thniebri (candle used in Holy Week celebrations) and a piece of cloth from the dress of
the person suspected to have cast the evil-eye and coused the harm.  One could then
burn the contents and fumigate.

The informer made great stress on two points: first that the blessed olive leaves
and twigs should not be from the same household (mhux minn ta' gewwa, mhux minn
tad-dar), but should rather be procured from those persons whose business it was to
fumigate.  Secondly, it was important not to leave the ashes in the house.  These
were to be thrown on the doorstep, or in front, of the house of the person suspected as
the source of the evil-eye (Personal communication, Midwife Teresa Galea, Naxxar,
11/3/1967). It is interesting to note that about 400 years ago, the fumigating
material used by some Naxxar parishioners consisted of laurel leaves, not olive leaves
(Dusina, 1575 fol.121).

In a Xewkija (Gozo) version, the fumigation material is composed of dried
blessed olive leaves and a piece of wax from blessed Candlemas candles (tal-
Gandlora) placed in an earthenware frying pan (pagna) and burnt.  Table salt

crystals are added only if there is defenite evidence of the evil eye. The ceremony

79



starts with a sign of the cross on the pan, followed by the fumigation of every corner of
the house, the family, children, including animal members of the household. 'San
Barnabaw' (St. Barnabas) is invoked and implored to remove any evil from the house:
‘San Barnabaw, ohirogulna I-barra minn hawn'. The author's desire to know why this
particular saint was invoked remained unanswered. As there is nothing in his life that
could possibly cennect him with this ritual, it is presumed that the name was chosen for
rhyming purposes. The Xewkija version directed also that the ashes be thrown
either beneath the pavement (takt il-bankina) or at a cross roads (f'salib it-toroq)
(Personal communication, Pawlu Aquilina, 70 years old, living at St. Andrews, but
hailing from Xewkija, Gozo, 9/3/67)

The invocation of saints to remove the evil eye reminds the author of a ritual he
had witnessed at the farm of Indri M. at Maghatab, a hamlet in the Parish of Naxxar,
on 17th October 1965. Upon arrival at this outlying farm, the entire extended family
of the farmer was found gathered at the entrance to the pigsty adjoining their
farmhouse. They were participating in a fumigation ceremony around a large pig lying
motionless on the ground. A young married female was 'officiating’. She carried in her
hand an inverted metal-pot cover containing smoking blessed olive leaves and twigs, a
sprinkle of large salt crystals, some oil and some wax from candles that had been used
in Holy Week celebrations (Xema' tat-Tniebri). Whilst going around the pig, the
woman uttered aloud certain petitions which the author had never heard before, but
which the entire family knew pretty well as they were all loudly reciting the same
exclamations. These were:

San Pietru u San Pawl, jekk hawn xi ghajn hazina, ohrogha’l barra minn hawn.

San Pawl ta' Ruma jekk hawn xi ghajn hazina raggaghha lura.

San Barnabaw, jekk hawn xi ghajn haZzina ohrogha l-barra minn hawn.
(St. Peter and St. Pawl, if there is the evil eye, take it away; St. Paul of Rome, if there is
the evil eye, sent it away; St Barnabas (again him!), if there is any evil eye, take it
away).

The sister in law who furnished the author with an explanation of the goings-on

and the composition of the fumigating material asserterd that this was the version of
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the Har Gharghur farmers. The Naxxar countryfolk, she said, used exactly the same
mtercessions but added a half penny (sitt habbiet) wrapped in a piece of black cloth to
the fumigation material. No explanation was provided for this addenda. The event
and ritual seen by the author on that October morning in 1965 was quite a surprise.
The habit of fumigating sick animals was already being practiced by the Naxxar
parishioners (and Maghatab is part of that Parish) as early as 1575, but the women who
fumigated their sick animals with 'laurel leaves' had already been reprimanded by the
Bishop of the time (presumably Bishop Royas) and had promised not to persist in their
actions.

During his stay on the Island the Apostolic Delegate Mgr Dusina, who was then
investigating the moral and physical aspect of the Church on the Maltese Islands,
assembled all the parish priests at St. Augustine Church in Rabat, Malta for an
interview. Each had to reply to a set of 17 questions relating to self and his parish
(Dusina, fol. 191-192; Aquilina.& Fiorini.,196-197). It was on Saturday 29th
January 1575 that the Parish Priest of Naxxar, '‘Donnus Julianus Borgius' appeared
before Mgr Dusina (Aquilina & Fiorini, 1971: 391). In reply to the fifth question the
young Dun Giljan Borg reported that in his village there were some women who went
round their sick animals fumigating them with laurel leaves whilst uttering certain
mvocations . The case of these women had by then already been dealt with by the
Bishop who made them promise not to repeat their rituals --- ‘et sono uscite con
plegiaria’ (Dusina 1575 fol. 212; Aquilina & Fiorini, eds. 2001:217). Naxxar was the
only parish to report fumigation of animals. Paul Cassar (1965:426) also alludes to this
habit of the Naxxar farmers in his Medical History of Malta.

It is very interesting to see how deeply rooted this old custom of fumigating
sick animals is in the Naxxar farmers. In time the fumigating agent changed from
laurel to olive leaves and possibly also the invocations changed.  However, as the
parish priest of Naxxar declared to the Apostolic Delegate that 'le parole che dicono
no le so' it is not possible to ascertain what the previous invocations were. One thing is
sure, however, that in spite of the Church admonitions and censorship 400 years earlier

Naxxar parishioners in 1965 were still persisting in the same practices and rituals of
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fumigating their sick animals and of devoutly requesting the assistance of some
supernatural power to chase away the effects of the evil eye ......exactly as they were

doing in 1575 when they were admonished by their Bishop.
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KLIEM LI TANT DAQQILNA HLEJJU Anton Attard

Nismaghhom jghidu li meta tkun ZaghZugh hsiebek dejjem fil-gejjieni.
Ghall-kuntrarju, meta tixjieh, aktarx tedha tahseb fuq l-imghoddi. Nahseb li dan
hu kollu minnu. Nghid ghalija, li issa gbizt is-sittin sewwa, mhux l-ewwel darba li
nistenbah kmieni u sakemm isir il-hin biex ninzel minn soddti, hsibijieti jmorru
fuq kemm tibdil sehh madwari minn meta kont nitrabba ma’ djul emmi.

Kemm bliet godda telghu madwarna. Kemm djar qodma twaqqghu biex
telghu ohrajn flokhom. Kemm toroq twessghu jew saru godda biex it-traffiku, li
zdied bil-bosta, ikun jista’ jghaddi minghajr xkiel.

1zda mal-medda tas-snin, ma nbidlux dawn biss. Inbidel ukoll il-mod kif
konna nghixu, u aktar u aktar kif konna nitkellmu meta konna tfal ahna, dags
hamsin jew sittin sena ilu u xi ftit inqas ukoll. Geghielni nahseb aktar fuq dan il-
bierah, meta omm Zaghzugha ghaddiet minn quddiemi flimkien ma’ wliedha;
zewgt itfal Zzghar qliel dags ix-xjaten, jigru u jaqbzu quddiemha gishom
ghandhom il-melol..  “Itla’ fuq il-bankina", galet l-omm lil wiehed minnhom.
“M’intix tara dik il-car gejja b’dak l-ispeed?” “Ghax irrid nara t-foys li hemm fil-
vetrina tal-hanut", wiegeb wiehed minnhom.  “Jekk tisimghu minni u toqoghdu
kwieti, some day this week, nara nixtrilkomx xi haga', wiegbet l-omm, biex forsi
tqeghedhom bi kwiethom. “Jiena doggie rrid", ghajjat iz-zghir". “U jien
horsie bhal dak irrid", qabez il-kbir, waqt i wrieha n-naha l-ohra tat-trig, mnejn
kien ghaddej ragel b’ziemel il-gmiel tieghu.

Minn kif dawn tkellmu bejniethom, intbaht x’qabza hemm minn kif kienu
jkellmuna dawk ikbar minna u kif konna nwiegbu ahna, meta konna Zghar. Ma
kinux jghidulna car, izda paqqa. 1 ~istess il-horsie. Fost hafna mit-tfal zghar,
illum, il-horsie ha post it-tuttu. L-istess il-kelb. Illum sar doggie. Meta konna
zghar ahna, mhux wuwwu kien?

B’kemm Kkliem, li llum ftit ghadek tisimghu, kienu jfissduna bih dawk li
rabbewna. Kien kliem mirqum b’¢ertu ghaqal, b’mhux aktar minn Zewg sillabi,
biex ikun ehfef meta jigi biex jitlissen miz-zghar. Fl-istess hin, fih kienet tinhass
¢erta hlewwa u ghoz7a. Kemm tifkiriet ta’ tfuliti ghaddew minn quddiemi jien u
ngib quddiem ghajnejja I-mod li bih kellmuna x-xjuh taghna fi ¢kuniti.

Dawk i gabZzu s-sittin, bhali jiftakru I-bi¢¢a I-kbira tat-toroq taghna
minghajr asfalt, mimlijin trab, li kienu jinksew bit-tjun ma kull halba xita li
kienet taghmel. Ftakart kemm ahna t-tfal kien ikollna xalata néafaisu fl-ilma u
néappsu ’l xulxin bit-tajn. Mhux l-ewwel darba li, minhabba f’hekk, lil ommi
tellajthomlha sal-ponta ta’ mnehirha. Wara l-battikata li kont intiha biex
tfarfarni kif tista’ mit-tajn, kienet iddur fuq it-tarbija li kien ikollha fin-nieqa, issa
tibki ghax sabet ruhha wahidha, u tghidilha: “Rajtu ja minghul, kif hammeg il-
bobba (libsa) u ghamel il-bambu (Zarbun) ghasra? Mhux bhall-vavi (tfal zghar)
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bravi, li qaghdu kwieti hdejn il-mamma taghhom. Hux veru, ruhi? Issa lilek biss
niehu barbar (passiggata), ghax biex jigi maghna, issa jkolli nitlef iz-Zmien biex
naghmillu ¢uffa (nahslu). Din issa nhalluha ghal qabel imur ininni.” (jorqod).

Nabhseb li t-tfal ghadhom xerta, bhalma kont jiena fi tfuliti. Xi daqqiet kont
inkan Paptiti u nahtaf u nmaxtar kull ma jtuni u, drabi ohra, anqas inkun irrid
inhares lejn il-platt. Kemm Zieghlu bina biex inpappu n-nejna (nieklu I-minestra)
jew niehdu I-kukka (I-bajda), ghax inkella ma jtuniex ¢ejéa (helu) !

Nghid ghalija, meta ma kienx ikolli aptit niekol, erhi Ll ziti (li baqghet
xebba, biex minflok b’uliedha, tithabat b’ulied huha) tbezzaghni li nimrad bid-
debbulizzi u jkollu jigi n-nunu (it-tabib) u bil-labra, jaghmilli -mimmi
(iweggaghni) fil-patata, ghax ikolli bzonn it-titqib biex itini s-sustanzi tant ta’
hitiega biex nikber b’sahhti.

Imma wara li fagqghet il-gwerra, marilna ¢-¢ajt kollu li kellna. Min jaf
kemin bkejna u tlabna xi bi¢¢a pappa (hobz) biex nitrejqu. U kien ikolli xorti jekk
maghha ommi Kkienet iZZzerzaqli xi bi¢ca gugu (gobon). Ilum naghraf x’riedu
jfissru l-kbar meta spiss kont nismaghhom jghidu li z-zizu (laham) kienu nsew
x’toghma fih. L-istess il-halib. Dan tista’ tghid li kien gheb ghal kollox. Ommi ma
baqghetx tistenna lir-rahhal, li kien jghaddi mit-triq taghna, b’xi beqqa jew
gedida (moghza jew naghga) u bi ftit soldi jimlilek tazza halib shun kollu raghwa,
Ii kien jinzillek ghasel, ghalkemm wara ntebhu li kien qed imarradna bid-deni

rqiq.

Ahjar ninsew iz-zZminijiet koroh tal-gwerra u mmorru lejn ohrajn ahjar.
Qed ingib quddiem ghajnejja x’lublieba kien ikolli biex induq xi ftit inbid li ommi
kienet tpoggi fuq il-mejda meta maghna kien ikun mistieden jiekol xi hadd mhux
tas-soltu, bhal wieched minn niesha jew xi hadd min-naha ta’ missieri. Min jaf
kemm gebbidtha minn djulha biex tferraghli naqra. Izda hi, b’harsa myqita,
kienet tghidli: “II-bimbi (imbid) mhux tajjeb ghat-tfal"" u tissokta ssahhan il-
halib biex taghmel il-gugu (x’tixrob), biex ohti iZghar minni taghmel bumbu, ghax
ghalkemm kienet tfarfret xi ftit, baqghet tixrob mill-flixkun bil-gazaza

Ghadni niftakar qisu l-bierah. Bil-hlewwa kollha kienet tghidilha:
“Zomm il-flixkun sewwa, ghax jekk twaqqghu, naghmillek geqqe (ntik daqqtejn),
fuq il-wejda (idek) ¢kejkuna li ghandek".

Billi fost huti jiecna kont l-ikbar wiehed, tista’ tghid li rajt lil bosta
minnhom jitrabbew. Ma domtx ma tghallimt li t-trabi ma jdumux ma jibdew
bilqieghda jew gharkobbtejhom billi jghinu b’idejhom). Meta mbaghad iqumu
fuq riglejhom, billi dawn ma jkunux sodi, ommi spiss kienet tiggustahom meta
tghid li ghamlu buppa (waqghu). Mhux l-ewwel darba li, meta jissudaw xi ftit,
jibdew jigru wara xulxin u jaghmlu bumma (jahbtu ma’ xulxin) u jtellghu xi
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gundalla. Wara, erhi ’l ommi tidlikhielhom bil-butir, ghax kif kienu jghidu,
jaghmel tajjeb biex tinzlilhom.

Jien u huti tghidx kemm konna nhobbu l-annimali. Hija z-ighir, kien
ghadu nitfa meta kien jaghmel bikja ghax ikun irid il-puli, meta dak li kien
jogghod faééata taghna, l-ghasfur li kellu fgagga ighira, kien johorgu ghax-xemx.
Ohti }-ohra, minkejja li kienet ghadha zghira hafna, dejjem b’xi girfa fuq idejha.
Meta ommi kienet tistagsiha biex ghamlitha kienet twegibha:. “II-pejxu
(gattus), meta gebbidtu minn denbu".

Ma’ ommi ghand tal-laham, il-bi¢¢a I-kbira nhar ta’ Sibt jew lejlet xi festa,
tghidx kemm kont niddejjagq narah joqtol xi muééu (fenek) jew xi ziza (tigiega).
Dawn kienu jnewwluhomlu nisa ohrajn, meta jkunu ghaziu I-ismen jew l-isbah,
wara li jkunu gallbu ta’ taht fuq iz-Zrame¢, béiecen, tigieg u x’naf jien, li kien ikun
hemm fgagga mdaqqsa fir-rokna tal-hanut.

IMum, ahna bhalhem glibna kollox ta’ taht fuq izda mhux biex naghzlu I
isbah imma biex naghzlu dak li m’huwiex taghna. Kliem ¢kunitna, ghal bosta, sar
gisu kliem li jbaxxi. Biex, minghalihom, juru kemm huma ghorrief, kliem barrani
jaraw kif jghawwguh u jdawwruh biex jinqdew bih minflok dak li bih kellmuna u
fissduna x-xjuh taghna. Dan, minkejja li biex ilissnuh, tghidx kemm iridu
jehawwgu halqghom u jissugraw li jigdmu xufftejhom.

Kitbiet ghall- “I-Imnara"

Il-kitba ghandha tkun xoghol originali, rizultat ta’ esperjenza jew ri¢erka
personali dwar aspetti ta’ nteress folkloristiku. L-editur ma jaécettax kitbiet
li ma jikkontribwixxu xejn g¢did jew li dehru qabel ’pubblikazzjoni ohra.
Indirizz ta’ l-editur : 78, Triq San Trofimu, Tas-Sliema, SLM 02
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IS-SOQFA U L-BALLATA Guido Lanfranco

Meta ghaddiet it-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija bdiet issir hafna tiswija fuq bini 1i kien
iggarraf u, ghalkemm kien beda jintuza l-konkrit, bosta sidien ippreferew isaqqfu bl-
istess sistema ta’ qabel, Ghalhekk il-ballata komplew jahdmu sewwa sa nofs is-seklu
ghoxrin.  Izda, bhal kull hag’ ohra, ix-xoghol fuq is-soqfa ghadda minn evoluzzjoni
kontinwa u dagshekk ichor id-diversi snajja’ u xoghljiet Ii kienu jahdmuhom.

QABEL IL-MIGJA TA’ L-ORDNI TA’ SAN GWANN Sas-seklu hmistax il-
popolazzjoni taghna kienet ghadha zghira, b’madwar 20,000 " Malta u xi 6,000
f"Ghawdex. Ftit wisq kienu sinjuri u I-faqar kien generali. Ghalhekk djar mibnija bis-
sengha kien hemm ftit ukoll, filwaqt li I-’kumplament ta’ l-abitanti kienu jghixu fl-
gherien biz-zieda ta’ Iqugh tas-sejjich. Kienu jibnu wkoll bhal giren u ohrajn imsaqqfa
bil-qasab, gebel u tajn. Ma kien hemm ebda bennejja Maltin tas-sengha ghax,
minhabba 1-faqar, ftit jew xejn kien hemm domanda ghal xogholhom u dawk il-ftit
djar tal-ftit sinjuri kienu jibnuhom haddiema Sqallin.

Fis-seklu hmistax, fost il-bini ta’ I-Imdina kien hemm il-katidral mibni fuq
pjanta wisq aktar sempli¢i milli nafuh issa u b’'metodi ta’ xoghol ukoll differenti.
Bhala ezempju, fost l-ispejjez imnizzla fil-kontijiet ta’ 1-1469 jidher li kienu nxtraw 400
bi¢ca tal-fuhhar minn ghand negozjant Malti, ghamla ta’ madum apposta ghal fuq is-
soqfa, u fl-1477 inxtraw aktar, fosthom 500 wahda minn Sirakuza'. Dan il-madum
tas-soqfa kien jistrieh fuq materjal ichor kif naraw meta f1-1477 kien hemm xi bini fl-
Imdina li nqered bin-nar, kienu nxtraw hdax-il salma ta’ qasab li, wara li naddfuhom,
rabtuhom f faxxi jew mazez ghas-saqaf u fughom ghabbew tahlita ta’ ramel tax-xtajta
mal-gir, qabel ma tqieghed il-madum®. Soqfa jistrichu fuq faxxi tal-qasab kienu
wkoll imsemmijin fis-seklu sittax minn Quintinus fil-bidu tal-migja ta’ 1-Ordni ta’ San
Gwann®.

Fis-sekli hmistax u sittax kienu wkoll isagqfu bl-injam, bhalma jinghad ghall-
knisja tal-Madonna ta’ 1-Ghar, fir-Rabat, li wara li garrbet hsarat mit-Torok fl-assedji
ta’ 1-1551 u ta’ 1-1565 saqqfuba mill-gdid bl-injam*.

86



MIS-SEKLU SITTAX Ghall-katidral ta’ I-Imdina kienu bdew ix-xoghol tas-
sogfa fl-1518 u fost l-ispejjez i saru kien hemm dawk ghat-travi ta’ l-injam, twavel,
saratizzi, buluni bl-iskorfini u ramel tax-xtajta, minbarra l-madum ghal fug kollox. L-
imghallem gabuh minn Sirakuza. L-istess haga saret aktar tard ghall-kuisja tas-
Salvatur ta’ I-Imdina.  L-injam impurtawh minn Venezja. Fost il-haddiema kien
hemm ukoll il-qlafat ghax, fejn jidhol xoghol ta’ njam kontra I-ilma, kien ikun hemm
bzonnhom biex juzaw l-istoppa u z-Zift bejn it-twavel °, bhalma wara kollox kienu
jaghmlu fil-bastimenti magenb il-portijiet.

Meta esperti kkundannaw il-kundizzjoni tas-saqaf tad-Dumnikani tal-Belt, fl-
1597 il-patrijiet kellhom isaqqfu mill-gdid. Il-mastrudaxxi hadmu fuq I-injam, twavel u
saratizzi li nksew bil-qatran kontra 1-ilma tax-xita, u minn barra impurtaw mat-3,600
bi¢ca tegoli jew madumiet ghas-saqaf®. F1-1601 id-dormitorju ta’ l-istess
Dumuikani fil-Belt saqqfuh bis-saratizzi u t-twavel li fughom firxu it-torba’.
F’rapport ta’ 1-1615 jidher 1i s-saqaf tad-dormitorju b’24 ¢ella, tal-monasteru u l-knisja
ta’ San Pietru fl-Imdina kien sar bil-faxxi tal-qasab miksijin bit-tajn kif kien isir fi
zmien Quintinus li semmejna dwar kif kien xi mitt sena gabel®. Is-saqaf 1t kien sar
f1-1626 fuq 1-Awla Kapitulari ta’ L-Imdina kien maghmul ta’ l-injam li fuqu kien hemm
tahlita ta’ tmien salmi u nofs ta’ gir ma’ ramel tax-xtajta; ghadha tidher bi¢¢a minnu’.
F1-1718 il-kapitlu tal-katidral kien ghadu mqabbad ma’ xoghol tas-saqaf, u kellhom
nugqas ta’ gbil ma’ l-isqof dwar jekk juzawx travi ta’ l-abjad jew tal-qastan; intghazel
l-injam ta’ l-abjad minhabba t-tul'’.
ID-DEFFUN U D-DEFFUNA Maz-zmien is-sengha tal-bennej zviluppat sewwa u
bdew jintuzaw ix-xorok fuq it-travi ta’ l-injam jew fuq il-hnejja.  Fuq ix-xorok bdew
jifirxu saffi ta’ xahx, torba, deffun u gir £’ ghazla jew tahlit li jvarjaw fil-kwantitajiet u 1-
hxuna mhux biss skond id-dags tas-saqaf, imma wkoll skond 1-idea, xi drabi hekk
imsejha sigrieta, ta’ min kien ikun l-imghallem. = Madankollu il-bazi tal-produzzjoni
tad-deffun kienet li jingabar il-fubhar jew xaqquf tal-garar, bombli, borom, katusi,
gsari, u bosta oggetti ohra mkissrin, u dawn jintahnu rqiq"'.  Niftakru li fil-kampanja
kemme-il darba konna naraw tfal, bniet u subien, b’xi qoffa jew xkora f’idhom, jigbru

beejjec tal-fubhar i jsibu mxerrdin qalb il-blat. Dawn il-béejje¢ mhux biss kienu
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jkunu fdalijiet ta’ oggetti kontemporanji mkissrin imma wkoll ta’ ohrajn ta’ Zmien ir-
Rumani jew Zminijiet preistori¢i ohra u li minnhom ghadna kultant naraw fix-xaghri.
Kienu wkoll ihabbtu 1-bibien tad-djar u jistagsu jekk kellhomx xi haga tal-fuhhar
imkissra jew jghaddu jghajtu fit-toroq bil-karrettun.  Dawn il-béejjec i jigbru kienu
jmorru jbighuhom lil min kien jahdem fid-deffun u jdabbru xi1 fiit soldi. Kien
hemm min jithan il-fubhar hu stess u jbighu bis-siegh jew b’kejl ichor lil min juzah.

Biex jithnu l-fulihar ghad-deffun, kien ikollhom gebla kbira li jghidulha
deffuna, u din kienu jkaxkruha u jcaqalquha fuq gebla kbira tal-qawwi, u b’hekk il-
fuhhar jitkisser u jsir aktar fin skond id-dags li jkun hemm bzonn.  Id-deffuna kien
ikollha zewg togbiet fuq il-lemin ta’ wi¢cha u tnejn ohra lejn ix-xellug biex is-swaba’
jistghu jahkmuha ahjar'?.

Fuq ix-xorok kienu jaghmlu saff xott ta’ xahx irqiq jew psisa xi tliet pulzieri
gholi u jbexxuh ftit bl-ilma. Fuqu jzidu xi erba’ pulzieri xahx aktar fin jew torba It
tixxarrab fiit gabel. Biex dan ibattmuh kienu jigu 1-ballata, 1-aktar nisa, biex iballtuh
bil-marzebba waqt li I-imghallem jogghod attent ghall-pindil jew l-inklinazzjoni ghall-
ilma lejn il-katusi. Kienu jzidu saff baxx ta’tahlita ta’ gir abjad u deffun. Tkomplu
jballtu waqt li jzidu aktar saffi ta’ deffun jew frak tal-fuhhar irqiq fuq kollox. Bil-
kazzola kienu jghaddu kollox hafif.  Meta jlestu kienu aktarx jifirxu ftit tiben miblul
biex ma jinxifx malajr”.

IL-BALLATA Dawn kienu jkunu l-aktar nisa u maghhom kienu jgorru banketta
¢kejkna, kazzola u marzebba. Il-marzebba kienet tkun blokka ta’ njam maqtugha
b’mod & tkun bi¢ca shiha 1i parti minnha tifforma l-manku.  Fis-sajf kienu jibdew
kmieni biex jiffrankaw xi ftit mix-xemx imma dejjem kienu jilbsu kappell tat-trizza jew
tat-tibna, kif ukoll jorbtu maktur ma’ rashom b’erba’ ghoqdiet fil-kantunieri, jew ghal
fuq ghonghom.  Jibdew minn taht hajt u jkomplu jimxu lura waqt ix-xoghol.  F’xi
hinijiet kienu jinfexxu jghannu u jzommu t-temp bid-daqgiet tal-marzebba kollha
flimkien.

Dawn li gejjin huma traskrizzjonijiet minn recordings ta’ kliem dirett li qalu xi

individwi dwar ix-xoghol tal-ballata:
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Mara minn Ghajnsielem, 3-VIII-1994:  “Il-ballata darba gew fuq il-bejt
taghna, nisa hoxnin libsin twil, bl-imkatar ma’ rashom, u kienu joqoghdu jghannu. . . .
Kienu ghamlu xi gimgha jigu."

Mara ta’ 54 sena, 8-111-1995:  “Oht ommi, issa ghandha 74 sena, kienet
thallat il-bjut. Niftakarha tigi filghaxija fid-dlam . . . Tmur fid-dlam tbaliat u tigi (lura)
fid-dlam, u kienet tigi tichu hsieb in-nannu, tahsel I-art. Anke gharkobbtejhom kienu
jahdmu (I-ballata).”

Tereia Busuttil ta’ 59 sena mii-Zejtun, 15-VI-1994:  “Meta kont zghira kont
inballat; kelli xi hdax-il sena meta bdejt inballat, wara l-gwerra. Niftakar sewwa. L-
ewwel kien ixarrbilna t-torba l-imghallem. Gie li konna sitta jew sebgha, skond il-bjut
kemm kienu jkunu kbar. L-imghallem ikun hemm il-hin kollu. L-ewwel jaghmlu -
torba fuq ix-xorok. Hu jxarrab u ahna nballtu biex ingibuha lixxa. Il-gir kienu jhalltuh
go tank kbir ta’ I-erbghin u jaghmluh gisu halib u jferrxuh ringiela ringiela fuq it-torba.
Imbaghad id-deffun. Jixhtu d-deffun l-ohxon u ahna konna nzellgu, nghidu, biex intuh
l-ewwel passata minflok tballtu, biex dejjem jidhol fil-marzebba . . . . kien ikollha
pjanca fil-qiegh. L-imghallem kien jaghti kisja deffun irqiqa u kien jghidilna: “Issa
tridu tballtu bil mod.”  Biex dejjem jidhol fit-torba u jixxotta. Meta konna naslu fl-
ahhar kien jghidilna: ‘Ha naghmlu bejt ichor.’; biex dak jilhaq joqghod. Sakemm dan
kien joqghod , naghtu; naghtu wiehed u jogghod l-ichor. Kien jghidilna: ‘Issa ha
nibdew nghaddu.” Kien ikollna kazzola . . . kienet twila . . . kien twil il-manku, u 1-
kazzola kienet twila wkoll. Gie li konna ntuha lill-bajjad li kien ikun hemm fil-post
biex iharrighielna biex tahdem aktar sabih u lixx; . . . inaddafhielna.

Konna ntuha l-ewwel dawra; konna nghidulha I-harga, ahna. Kulhadd jiehu 1-
harga tieghu bil-kazzola, minghajr ma 2zid xejn, biex jichu l-qaghda I-bejt. Meta
jixxotta scswwa kien jghidilna: ‘Issa ntuh l-ahhar wahda.”  Meta tkun ix-xitwa lanqas
kien jafdana ghax jixrob meta tkun gurnata bnazzi . . . . u kien jghidilna: ‘Issa tixthux
ilma.” Ghax gie li tghaddi (bil-kazzola u) kienu johorgu t-toqob (fix-xitwa) . . . kien
jghidilna: ‘Ara ma tixthux ilma!’. Meta jkun xott konna nZzommu landa hdejna biex
(inxarrbu) koll b’idejna. Min jaf kemm hadli subajja jiena . . . itaqqabhomli (il-gir). . .
konna naghmlulhom iz-zejt imbaghad; . . . jikolhomlok il-gir. Min jaf kemm kienet
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tghid in-nanna: ‘Jahasra, Tereza giet mix-xoghol!” Bard, ksich fuq il-bejt. Komnna
nghannu hafna ghax jien kont mat-Tarxinin u dejjem kienu jghannu. Meta mort maz-
Zabbarin ma tantx kienu (jghannu), ghax kienu xjuh u konna nogoghdu nitkellmu.

Mindu kont ¢kejkna kelli din in-namra . . . . Ghax kelli xi tmien snin, ommi u
missieri kienu jigbru dal-fdalijiet i kienu jinkisru, tal-pagna, lenbija . . . u kienet
tigborna d-dar. Kien ikollna gebla kbira u nkissruh fugha. Imbaghad nigbruh fit-
tankijiet; itellghu fuq il-bejt missieri. Missieri kien ikun gej mill-Marsa ghax kien
ikun jahdem fil-faham u, kif ikun gej, 1i jsib igib. U ahna konna noqoghdu nkissru. In-
nanna kienet ghadha hajja; kienet tghidilna: ‘Ha jkollha biex issajrilkom ommkom.’
Ghax dari, fil-Marsa, ghandu hila jagla’ zewg liri u jaghmel xi gimaghtejn ma jahdimx.
Dax-xoghol kont naghmlu biex nghin lill-familja; . . . Dak xoghol iebes u kienet taga’ 1-
glata. Fis-sitta ta’ filghodu kont nitlaq mid-dar, sa l-erbgha jew l-erbgha nieqes kwart
ta’ filghaxija. Gie li kienet tkun ix-xita . . . konna anke mmorru bil-mixi.

Il-marzebba konna nixtruha; . . . min kien jaf jaghmel, jaghmel (marzebba).
Kienet iggibhielna 1-imghallma biex kienet tagla’ xi haga minnha wkoll. Kienet
tqabbad 1il min jahdimmhomlha u mbaghad tbighhom lilna hi, biex hi taqla’ xi haga
wkoll minnhom. Mhux kulhadd kien jaghmilhom l-istess . . . dagqa fit-tond, daqqa fil-
kwadru. Kont trid thokk bihom biex id-deffun jidhol fit-torba.  Gie li kienu jtuni
seba’ xelini fil-gurnata, gie li wiehed itina nofs lira, imma min kien igabbadhom kien
irid izomm xi haga ghalih talli jqabbdek. Kien ikollhom banketta; dejjem bid-dublett
ta’ I-ixkejjer. Ingorr il-banketta fil-basket u xi bicca hobz li taghmel ommi.
Thaffrilna (il-hobz) biz-zebbug, biz-zejt u marinat. U anke xi naqra nbid kienu jixorbu.
Fix-xemx konna naghmlu ¢arruta bajda u norbtuha wara imma xorta x-xemx kienet
(tahraq) . . . Tmma tkun ghadek zghira ma tantx thoss. Meta zzewwigt ir-ragel ma
ridnix nahdem. Kelli hmistax babies . . . tlettax hajjin. Missierhom dejjem jahdem;
hdimna flimkien...."

Manwel (‘Gorg’) Quattrtomani ta’ 89 sena, San Pawl il-Bahar, mili-Mosta,
18-VI-1996:"*  “Qabel id-deffun jaghmlu I-psisa . . . li jongor mill-gebel . . . dak ix-
xahx, biex jghattu x-xorok. Wara, il-ballata jaghmlu d-deffun.”
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Saverja Quattromani (mart Manwel imsemmi fug)ta’ 88 sena,18-VI-1996:
“Hija kien isib xi qasrija mkissra . . . kollox . . . biex itih lil dik il-mara, il-ballata, biex

ittih sold."
GHANJA TAL-BALLATA

Saverja (msemmija fuq) 24-VI-1996 bil-ghajnuna ta’ bintha Tessie Cremona:

“Tlikki tlikki tloppi tloppi / Is-sengha taghna tat-tbatija,
Tlikki tlikki tloppi tloppi / Minn filghodu sa filghaxija.

Ix-xoghol taghna dejjem barra, / Fuq il-bejt inkella fl-art,

Fis-sajf bix-xemx ninharqu, / Fix-xitwa ntertru bil-bard.

F’nofsinhar xi hobza sewda, / Dagsxejn zejt u xi kurrata,

Filghaxija d-dar ningabru / Insibu xi platt kawlata.

Issa xbajt minn din il-hajja, / Sal-ponta ta’ mnichri xbajt,
Nagbad qoffa go dirghajja, / Immur 1-Isla nbigh il-bajd.

Issa intkom x’se tghiduli? / Ma niksirx il-kelma taghkom;

Jiena tfajla wahdi ltima, / Kull fejn tmorru nigi maghkom."
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IL-PUPA TAL-PEPRIN Frans Farrugia

Jekk immorru lura mas-sittin sena nsibu li 1-gugarelli ftit li xejn kont tarahom
ghand it-tfal. Hafna gugarelli kienu jsiru minn xi haxixa tal-k¢ina, bottijiet u wkoll
minn xi fjuri.  Mill-fjur tal-bajtar tax-xewk konna naqtghu I-pistil hoxna li jkollu fin-
nofs billi din ghandha sustanza li twahhal konna naghfsuha mal-parti t’isfel tal-widna u
kienet tigi qisha dendiela ta’ misluta.

Biex taghmel pupa tal-peprin trid issib fjura tal-peprin tarija, jigifieri ma tkunx
ilha li fethet. Nizzel il-petali l-isfel ghal maz-zokk, Zommhom hekk b’idek ix-
xellugija u aqta’ z-zokk twil id-doppju tat-tul tal-petali, biex ikollok bhal dublett ahmar
b’sieq hierga minn tahtu (ara d-disinn). Aqta’ bic¢a zokk ohra dags 1i hallejt taht il-
petali u dahhlu hdejn 1-iehor biex ikollok zewg saqajn, waqt 1i tkompli zzomm kollox
kifkont. Dawwar u orbot hajta f'nofs il-petali biex tifforma I-qadd.  In-nofs tal-
fjura jew frotta mhix matura tidher qisha r-ras.  Nehhi ftit mill-istami gishom xaghar
ta’ madwar il-frotta biex jinkixef il-wic¢, u l-kumplament ta’ l-istami jkunu x-xaghar
tal-pupa. Halli wahda mit-tebghat suwed tidher fil-bazi tal-petala biex tigi taht il-wic¢
u tidher gisha vavalor.  Bil-ponta ta’ temprin tagqab xquq fir-ras biex jigu zewg
ghajnejn u halq.  Fl-ahhar aqta’ bi¢ctejn zkuk ohra biex iservu ta’ idejn, u dahhalhom
wahda kull naha taht ir-ras.  Bi ftit pa¢enzja u xoghol fl-ahhar ikollok PUPA TAL-
PEPRIN.
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NOTI DWAR ID-DAQQ TAL-QNIEPEN Saviour Camilleri

Ghalkemm hemm hafna li d-daqq tal-gniepen ma jaghtux kasu ghax
drawh bhall-ilma li nixorbu kuljum, xorta wahda ghandu funzjoni, u aktar kellu
fil-komunita ta’ dari. Il-gniepen ma jdogqux ghax xi hadd ifettillu jdoqq
mota ghall-gost, imma tista’ tghid li d-daqq taghhom huwa marbut mac-Cerimonji
u l-funzjonijiet ki jsiru fil-knisja jew £xi festa partikolari fil-lokal, bhall-Milied u I-
Ghid il-Kbir. Ghal dawn iz-zewg festi kbar tal-knisja li nirreferu ghalihom bhala
tal-prima Klassi jindaqqu l-oghla grad ta’ gniepen, jigifieri erba’ moti bil-kbira.

Dawn l-erba’ moti bil-kbira (il-qanpiena l-kbira) jkunu sett ta’ sitta li
jibdew lejlet il-festa P nofsinhar meta l-istess festa tidhol fis-solennita taghha, u
tispiccéa l-ghada bil-barka ta’ 1-ahhar wara li tidhol il-processjoni, jekk £dik il-
festa soltu ssir processjoni.  Biex nifhmu sewwa nghidu hekk: Lejlet il-festa
jkun hemm erba’ moti nofsinhar, erba’ moti qabel I-ghasar u erba ohra
(dejjem bil-qanpiena l-kbira ddogq mal-qniepen l-ohra) wara li jispi¢¢aw il-
funzjonijiet fil-knisja, jigifieri ghall-habta tat-8.00pm.  L-ghada, jum il-festa,
ikomplu erba’ moti qabel il-quddiesa kanta,ta erba’ ohra f'nofsinhar u }l-ahhar
sett ta’ erba’ moti qabel l-ghasar.

Minn post ghal-iehor fil-gZejjer taghna jkun hemm varjazzjonijiet fid-daqq
tal-mota. Fost ohrajn nghidu li hemm min kull mota jibdieha bl-istess qanpiena,
jigifieri biz-zghira, u jispicca b’ta’ l-ahhar, jigifieri bil-qanpiena I-kbira, imma
hemm min jibda u jispi¢éa kull mota b’qanpiena differenti biex jaghti gost lil min
jisma’.

H-gniepen fi Zmienna jdoqqu fil-festi prima u sekonda klassi, fl-
anniversarji, mwiet, funerali u grazzji maqlugha, imma dari kienu wkoll idogqu
fit-tempesti, fil-ferh u fin-niket. = Bhal dari, illum il-gniepen ghadhom jghidu 1-
hin, aktar bhala uzanza li bdiet meta n-nies ma kienx ikollhom arlogg. Barra
minn hekk ihegguhom jghidu talb li jimxi mal-hin, bhad-daqq tat-8.00am,
ta’12.00am , ta’ I-Ave Marija u Ta’ I-Imwiet; dari l-gqniepen kienu l-arlogg.

Ukoll dawk l-erba’ moti li semmejt qabel ghall-festi kienu jimmarkaw il-hin li
baqa’ biex tibda I-funzjoni, ghalhekk wara }-ewwel mota jindaqq tokk wiched bil-
qanpiena l-kbira biex timmarka li kienet l-ewwel mota; hekk ukoll jindagqu Zewg
tokki wara t-tieni mota, tlieta wara t-tielet u wara r-raba’ u l-ahhar mota
jindaqqu disa’ tokki biex turi li dik kienet ta’ l-ahhar u li waslet biex tibda 1-
funzjoni.

Fis-sengha tad-daqq tal-qniepen irid ikollok I-amor proprju u ddoqq bil-
mod u ma titlifx tokki waqt li tigbed il-habel ’1 isfel, u ma thallix I-ilsien isabbat
hafna mal-pjaga tal-qanpiena. Nghidu wkoll li meta wiehed ikun qieghed idoqq
ma’ gniepen ohra, irid iqabbel id-daqq, jigifieri li mhux il-qniepen kollha jhabbtu
ma’ l-istess genb iZda jara li t-tokk jitlissen fil-vojt ta’ qanpiena ohra li l-ilsien
taghha jkun ghadu ghaddej minn banda ghall-ohra. Il-qniepen jistghu jindaqqu
minn isfel tal-kampnar jew minn fuq. = Meta ddoqqhom minn fuq tal-kampnar
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tkun dirett hdejn il-gniepen u ghandek veduta x’tara. Minn fuq jindaqqu isbah
ghax ikunu Zgancjati u allura jindaqgqu fuq iz-Zewg nahat tal-qanpiena filwaqt li
jekk iddoqqhom minn isfel ikunu gganéjati u jindaqqu fuq naha wahda.

II-gniepen l-aktar li jindagqu minn dilettanti li jkunu jafu jqabbluhom
sewwa. Sa ftit Zmien ilu kont issib hafna, spec¢jalment tfal abbatini, jiggieldu biex
idogqquhom., IHum naqsu sew dawk li jridu jdoqqu ghax fil-festa tar-rahal ma
jkunux iridu joqoghdu jdeqqu fil-kampnar. Allura s-sagristan iqabbad gaj minn
lokal iehor li jkunu ghal hekk u jhallashom tal-granet li jaghmlu jdoqqu.

Mum, b’differenza minn dari, il-qniepen jordnawhom bhala sett li jkunu
ntunati skala fuq ohra bhal strument, biex jindagqu ’sett u joholqu atmosfera
aktar armonjuza. Dari kien hawn aktar min jahdem il-qniepen imma issa jsiru
barra. Kampnar mimli gniepen fl-arkati tieghu tghidx x’ghaxqa jkun fih tarah,
wagqt li minnu tohrog dik il-hlewwa ta’ daqq naturali. It-turisti, meta jinzertaw
vi¢in tghidx kemm jiehdu gost u ritratti ghax ghalihom tkun okkazjoni unika.

Id-dagqq tal-qniepen huwa wkoll wiehied mill-ingredjenti jew elementi li
jsebbhu I-festa Maltija. Kemm tinstema’ sabih u thollok ikollok tisma’ mota
shiha filghodu kmieni gejja tingaleb bi ftit rih fuq l-irdumijiet Maltinl Ta’min
jehid li I-Birgu ghadhom idogquha din il-mota u jsejhulha “il-mota tal-ferh" ghax
biha jiftah jum il-festa.

Wara dan kellu bosta nies aktar joghgbuhom il-hsejjes ta’ dinja sfrenata u

hsejjes imganzhin milli I-hoss tal-qanpiena li hdejn dawn huwa mezz naturali ta’
tifhir Ii jaghti glorja I-Alla.

Kumitat ta’ L-Ghaqda Maltija tal-Folklor ghas-sena 2003

President: is-S’na Maria R. Pisani; Vi¢i President: is-Sur Angelo Dougall;
Segretarju: is-Sur Guzi Gatt; Assistent Segretarju: is-Sur George Cilia;
Teiorier: is-Sur George Glanville; Assistant TeZorier: is-Sur J.F.Porsella-Flores:

Membri:  is-Sur Frans Farrugia, Dr. Gorg Mifsud Chircop, is-S’ra Adelina Zerafa.

Indirizz tas-Segretarju: 7C “Perry Courts", Triq Birkirkara, San Giljan, SLM 13
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ZEWG FRATELLANZI FIL-BIRGU:
TAL-VIA SAGRA U TAL-KARITA J. F. Porsella-Flores

Daz-zmien il-fratellanzi m’ghadhomx numeruzi dags qabel, meta kont issib
irgiel miktubin £ aktar minn fratellanza wahda.  Fost dawn irrid insemmi tnejn u kif
kienu ji¢celebraw il-festa taghhom sa qrib sebghin sena ilu fil-parroccéa ta’ San Lawrenz
fil-Birgu.

IL-FRATELLANZA TAL-VIA SAGRA I1-fratelli kienu jilbsu kunfratija ta’ kulur
ahmar bil-buttuni homor minn fuq s’isfel bhal suttana, muzzetta sewda tinqafel bil-
buttuni suwed fuq quddiem u barnuza ta’ lewn il-kunkunfratija 1i jilbsuha fuq rashom.
I1-festa ta’ din il-fratellanza kienert tigi ¢elebrata fil-knisja biss, fir-raba’ Hadd tar-
Randan maghruf bhala laetare (ifrah, ifirhu) minn l-ewwel kelma bil-Latin ta’ 1-introjtu
(dahla) tal-quddiesa ta’ dak il-Hadd. Dakinhar kien jista’ jindaqq I-orgni fil-knisja.
Wara nofsinhar, fi knisja mizghuda bin-nies, minn fuq il-pulptu kienet issir il-priedka
tal-Passjoni kif murija fl-erbatax-il stazzjon tal-Via Sagra li jkun hemm f"kull parrocca.
Wagt il-priedka quddiem kull stazzjon kienu jieqfu tliet fratelli, wiched bis-salib u
wiehed fuq kull naha bil-fanal jixghel.

Wara s-seba’ stazzjon kien isir intervall biex il-predikatur jistrieh ukoll. Wagqt
l-intervall kienet tindaqq bi¢ca muzika sagra ta’ l-okkazjoni.  Fit-tmiem kienet
tinghata l-barka bil-Veru Linju, relikwa ta’ farka mill-injam tas-Salib Imqaddes
FRATELLANZA TAL-KARITA' Din il-fratellanza kienet taf il-bidu taghha fis-
seklu sbatax. Il-fratelli kienu jilbsu kunfratija bajda, ¢inglu abjad ma’ qaddhom,
muzzetta kulur krema bil-kelma CHA / RI/ TAS fi tliet sillabi fuq xulxin fuq in-naha
tax-xellug, u barnuza bajda. Il-festa taghhom kienet issir fit-tieni Hadd ta’
Jannar imma maz-zmien inbidlet ghat-tieni Hadd ta’ Mejju jew il-Hadd wara Lapsi.
Kienet bdiet drawwa li fil-purcissjoni johorgu baciri bil-hobz li kien jitbierek u wara
jitqassam lill-fqar. Wara ftit il-hobz beda jitqieghed go baciri mzZejna bil-fjuri u frott
tax-xema’, u minn hawn dahlet id-drawwa li I-bac¢iri jkunu dekorati.  Ghadna niftakru

kif il-baciri baqghu jintramaw bil hbejziet. F’nofs il-baciri kienu jgieghdu wkoll
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statwetta li turt xi simbolu tal-karita.  Jinghad li I-fratelli kienu jkunu bl-imhatra
bejniethom min ikollu bac¢ir l-aktar imzejjen.

[1-baciri ma kinux jinzammu fuq l-idejn imma jitqieghdu fuq ir-ras tar-reffiegha
li fil-purcissjoni kienu joqoghdu magenb il-fratelli sidien tal-bacini.  Kellhom ukoll
id-drawwa li, qabel il-purcissjoni, il-baciri armati kienu jinhargu bil-banda fit-toroq
mnejn tkun se tghaddi. Baga’ bacir wiehed biss li ghadu jidher fil-muzew tal-
parrocca tal-Birgu.

X’hasra li z-zew¢ fratellanzi i semmejna spic¢aw u lanqas 1l-festi taghhom

m’ghadhom jigu ¢elebrati!

- T

Il-bacir 1i fadal tal-Fratellanza tal-Karita li jinsab

fil-muzew parrokkjali fil-Birgu. (ritratt G. Lanfranco 15-11-1992)
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DRAWWIET U TIFKIRIET MILL-BIRGU Lorenzo Zahra

SAN LAWRENZ FIL-FOLKLOR  Ma’ jum San Lawrenz hemm imqabbla diversi
uzanzi li matul iz-2mien vhud minnhom spiccaw waqt li ohrajn ghadhom maghna. 1i-
festa ta’ San Lawrenz tal-Birgu kellha partikolaritajiet mal-poplu. Uhud kienu jsumu
billi jieklu biss frott u ohrajn jieklu ikel li ma jmissx man-nar u jfittxu ikel nej.  II-
qniepen kienu jibdew idoqqu minn kmieni wisq, tant li 1-uffi¢jali Inglizi fil-Port kienu
jipprotestaw mal-kurja dwar dan. Fil-festa kienu jattendu ghac-cerimonji kbarat Inglizi
1i mhux kollha kienu Kattoli¢i. Ghall-festa ta’ barra, kif tispicca I-musketterija,
kien jinfetah il-ballun u jittajru I-ghasafar.  L-isparar kien isir bil-maskli u I-fa¢cata
tal-knisja tixghel bil-fjakkli. Mill-kampnar kienu jixhtu hgejjeg tan-nar imsejha
kaskati. It-8 ta’ Awissu kien maghruf bhala 1-Antivigilja meta fuq pedestal fil-gholi
kienet titqieghed statwa ta’ San Lawrenz jaghti d-dawl] lill-ghomja. Statwa ohra
popolari kienet imsejha “i¢-corma" li kienet titgieghed mal-hajt tal-vitlinjard
(victualling yard).

Nhar San Lawrenz uliud kienu jharsu lejn is-sema biex jaraw il-kwiekeb
jiggerrew, li allura kienu jghidulhom id-dmugh ta’ San Lawrenz.  Ohrajn kienu jfittxu
fil-hamrija biex isibu gebel ¢kejken 1i jkun sar faham, u jghidulu faham ta’ San
Lawrenz.  Jum il-festa kien mizmum bhala jum ta’ I-aktar shana qawwija.

F’Bahar i¢-Caghaq hemm knisja Li fiha kienet ghadha ssir quddiesa ta’ San Lawrenz u
wara jitqassam il-lewz li kien imholli bhala legat mill-fundatur Portelli b’tifkira ta’
meta kien heles mill-pirati mijiet ta’ snin ilu. Dan hafna nies kienu jmorru
jipprezentaw lit-trabi taghhom lil dan il-qaddis u l-ebda familja fil-Birgu u fl-inhawi ma
kienet thalli barra i ssemmi tarbija Lawrenz. Meta xi hadd kien jinharaq kien
jirrikorri ghand dan il-qaddis, u min kien igarrab xi hruq £ gismu kien jista’ jissaportih
bis-sahha ta’ l-istess qaddis.

Fl-Italija, Franza, Spanja u I-Germanja ukoll kellhom uzanzi marbuta mal-jiem
ta’ San Lawrenz.  Hemm postijiet fejn in-nies ifittxu nixxighat ta’ I-ilma safi, ohrajn
jaghtuha ghal-ghawma specjali jew jibdew il-kacca ghal-lepru (jew liebru) u billi x-
xoghol fl-gheliegi jkun wieqaf jaghmlu fieri u attivitajiet ohra.  Jinghad ukoll 1 1-
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barbeque li kien stabbilit fil-Karibew dahal fl-Ewropa b’ispirazzjoni mix-xiwi tal-
gisem ta’ San Lawrenz fil-martirju tieghu. F’xi pajjizi I-gxur tal-bajd ma
jarmuhomx fin-nar ghax jahsbu li kienu uzati fil-martirju tal-qaddis biex in-nar jahraq
aktar. Meta kien ikollhom xi ugigh kbir il-Fran¢izi kienu juzaw il-kliem crier a Saint
Laurent (ghajjat lil San Lawrenz).  Minhabba l-martirju tieghu tan-nar dan il-qaddis
inzamm bhala padrun tal-koki, furnara u ta’ dawk li jahdmu fil-boilers u fil-helu.  Fl-
imghoddi, ghall-festa £’ Malta kienu jsiru tigrijiet tad-dghajjes u bosta nies kienu
jghaddu I-lejl jghannu fugxi bicéa tal-bahar.  Fil-kampanja kellna 1-hekk imsejjah
habaq ta’ San Lawrenz.

IL-VJATKU TAL-MORDA Fl-imghoddi kellna uzanza li meta marid jew
moribond jasal ghat-tqarbin, mill-Parro¢¢a kien johrog il-Vjatku u jasallu s-Sagrament
id-dar. Lill-moribond il-qassis kien jamministralu wkoll il-Grizma tal-morda. II-
Vjatku kien jissejjah minn xi hadd tal-familja li jgharraf lill-kappillan 1i huwa stess jew
qassis ichor minn floku jichu hsieb iwassal 1s-Sagrament.  Allura kien jindaqq sinjal
bil-qanpiena, b’tokki li I-parru¢¢ani malajr jintebhu i kien qed jissejjah il-Vjatku.

Malli jisimghu dan id-daqq bosta nies kienu jmorru l-knisja u ahna t-tfal konna nigru
biex nilhqu fanal waqt li tfal li ga kellhom il-fanal taghhom id-dar tarahom gejjin bih ga
mixghul bix-xemgha fih. Dan il-fanal kien ikun tal-landa, b’hames facc¢att, bil-hgieg u
holqga fuq li sservi ta’ manku biex jinZzann imdendel fl-idejn.

Ahna t-tfal bil-fanali konna noqoghdu hdejn il-kappella tas-Sagrament
nistennew lill-qassis jigi jichu s-Sagrament mit-tabernaklu. Il-qassis bl-ispellizza
bajda, bl-istola u l-umeral fuq spallejh izomm pissidi ¢kejken bl-Ewkarestija. II-
gniepen jindaqqu kif tohrog il-purcissjoni. Quddiem kien ikun hemm tfajjel izomm
standard zghir ahmar tal-fratellanza tas-Sagrament u hdejh ikun hemm tfajjel ichor
b'qanpiena mdaqgsa fidu jdoqq it-tokki. Warajhom jimxu tfal bil-fanali tnejn tnejn,
Zzewg abbatini, wiched izomm gilandra zghira u iehor bil-fanal. Dawn it-tnejn jidhlu
fid-dar fejn ikun se jigi komunikat il-Vjatku dak tal-gilandra jgeghedha f’post ga mhejji
fid-dar tal-marid biex iservi ta’ artal ¢kejken fejn ikun hemm bi¢éa bajda ta’ 1-ghazel,

Kurcifiss u zewg gandlieri bix-xemgha.
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Kif jaslu l-abbati jnehhi l-umeral minn fuq spallejn il-qassis biex dan
jamministra s-Sagramenti lill-marid waqt i kulhadd joqghod gharkobbtejh. Meta
jlestu t-tqarbin lill-marid il-purcissjoni tmur lura 1-knisja jew ghand marid ichor skond
il-bzonn, dejjem bil-qassis izomm is-Sagrament wagqt li jimxi taht umbrella bajda tad-
damask.

Kienet uzanza li fl-ewwel Hadd ta’ 1-Ghid johrog Vjatku Solenni ghall-morda.
Billi I-morda kellhom 1-obbligu li jitqarbnu darba fis-sena f’dan iz-zmien il-Knisja
kienet iddur il-morda kollha tal-parro¢ca u twasslithom is-Sagrament proprju £ Hadd il-
Ghid il-Kbir u jinbidel il-bulettin.  Il-bulettin kien biljett mahrug mill-kappillan 1i juri
1i wiched ikun ir¢ieva s-Sagrament mill-anqgas darba fis-sena kif titlob il-Knisja.

Jidher 1i din l-uzanza tal-Vjatku dahlet I-ewwel fostna fl-Isla u fil-Birgu fis-sena 1714.
Kien il-kappillan Karlu Colonia tal-Birgu li talab l-uzu ta’ l-umbrella u l-istandard iz-
zghir billi ga kien hemm l-uzanza i mieghu johorgu zewg fratelli bit-tor¢a mixghula u
nies jakkumpanjaw biex dawn ikomplu jaghmlu dan. Ftit wara applikaw ghall-
istess permessi l-kappillan Testaferrata ta’ L-Isla u l-kappillan ta’ Portu Salvu tal-Belt
u biex isir ukoll ir-rebh ta’ l-indulgenzi Ii dik is-sena kien ippubblika 1-Papa Innocenzo
XII (li Zzmien qabel kien immkwizitur £ Malta). L-istess talba saret minn Ghawdex fl-
istess zmien, imma l-permessi kollha nghataw b’digriet i hareg fid-9 ta” Novembru
1716.  B’hekk kompla jsehh dan 1-uzu u nfirex fil-parroc¢¢i kollha ta’ Malta u
Ghawdex (Ref. AAM. Supp. Vol.3 p.145-Birgu, 153 - L-Isla; 370 - Ghawdex; Vol.5
p.818 - Porto Salvo). Bit-tibdil li kellna dan l-ahhar sar aktar popolari t-tqarbin fil-
privat, u [lum it-tqarbin lill-morda bosta drabi qed isir permezz ta’ ministri lajéi.
IL-BACIRI TAL-FRATELLI TAL-KARITA  Fil-parro¢éa ta’ San Lawrenz il-Birgu
kellna I-fratellanza tal-Madonna tal-Karita. Il-fratelli kellhom l-uzanza li kienu jiechdu
sehem fil-purcissjoni bil-ba¢iri li kienu trays dekorati bil-hbejziet, statwi u episodji
biblici.  Wiehed ghadu jista’ jara l-uniku bacir li baqa’ fil-Muzew tal-Parrocca ta’
San Lawrenz.

Dawn il-bac¢iri kienu bdewhom il-fratelli billi jakkumpanjaw bihom mimlijin
bil-hobz, fi Zzmien meta fil-gzejjer taghna kien hawn faqar kbir. Jidher £ dokument ta’
1-1717 li I-fratelli ga kienu jqassmu I-hobz mill-baéiri. Izda grib is-sena 1739 il-
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fratelli riedu jobbligaw ruhhom li kull wiehed jipprezenta bacir hobz ghall-karita.
Riedu 1i dan ikun obbligu ghal kull fratell u li jekk xi hadd minnhom jongos ikun
immultat 6 tari I-ewwel darba, 9 tari t-tieni u mat-tielet darba jitke¢¢a. Dan riduh il-
fratelli u l-kurja approvat it-talba li kien ghamel Pietro Paolo Teuma f’isem il-fratelli
kif ukoll bl-approvazzjoni tal-kappillan Gio Paolo Pace. Il-fratelli u msiehba li
obbligaw ruhhom 1i joffru bac¢ir hobz ghall-karita kienu dawn, li isimhom gie registrat
fir-rikors imressaq quddiem l-isqof fis-16 ta’ April 1739: Feli¢ Darmanin, Giov.
Scalpello, Frangisk Brincat, Palmo Fenech, Mattew Fino, Frangisk Bre, Filippu Kirkop,
Anglu Zarb, Dimitri Sacco, Gejtu Fabri, Salvu Zammit, Ferdinandu Vassallo, Policarpo
Saliba, Guze Ferriggi, in-nutar Toni Pace, Dun Blas Grima, Dun Gakkin Decaro, Dun
Andre Formosa, Dun Filippu Rizzo, Dun Karlo Domenico Delia, Dun Gius. Stafrace,
Dun Frangisk Portelli, Dun Anton Pace, Dun Ferdinand Azzopardi, Giov. Magri,
Gakkin Cannuzzi, Antonio Trigona, Guze Tanti u n-nutar Domenico Pace Testaferrata.
(Ref. AAM Supp. Vol.5 (1739) p.848).

FIS-SAGRISTIJA Is-sagristija tal-knejjes taghna hija marbuta ma’ bosta uzanzi
li fid-dinja mghaggla ta’ llum ged jintnesew. Din aktarx dejjem issibha bl-armarjijiet u
I-kaxxarezzi, uhud minnhom artistici u ddekorati minn nies tas-sengha. Barra l-
armarjijiet tal-kanonci u tal-qassisin kien ikun hemm ukoll dawk ta’ l-abbatini bic¢-
cavetta fidejhom. Fis-sagristija aktarx li jkun hemm il-lavabo, xi drabi artistiku ta’ 1-
irham jew tal-gebel bl-ilma jittella’ mill-giebja b’xugaman imdendel marbut idur fuq
romblu.  It-foilet generali kien imsejjah l-ablut. Il-bankun tan-nofs ikollu kxaxen
kbar biex l-abiti sagri jintrefghu mifruxa bla tinja, u jrid ikan hemm Zewgt irgiel biex
jifthu kexxun.

Meta l-kanon¢i kien imisshom laqgha tal-kapitlu kienu jibqghu libsin bl-ilbies
korali, bir-rukkett, muzzetta bis-salib tad-deheb imdendel fugha u bil-berrettin. Kienu
jitilghu fl-awla kapitolari fi pro¢essjoni. Quddiem jimxi l-mazzier bl-abiti u I-parrokka
tieghu u I-mazza fuq spalltu. Meta jasal quddiem il-bieb ta’ 1-awla kien jiftah, jidhol
igieghed il-mazza kapitolari fuq il-mejda f'nofs I-awla u l-kanon¢i kollha jmorru fug
is-sedja taghhom. Jippresiedi l-ar¢ipriet jew il-prepostu waqt Li I-kancellier jiehu 1-

minuti li dak iz-Zmien kienu bil-Latin. Sadattant il-mazzier kien johrog mill-awla,
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jaghlaq u jsakkar il-bieb warajh u joqghod bilgieghda jistenna s-sinjal tal-qanpiena
meta jispiccaw u flimkien, bil-mazzier, jergghu lura lejn is-sagristija.

Fis-sagristija wiched jara lista tal-kapitlu u tas-sacerdoti tal-parro¢¢a. Kien
ikun hemom tabula bl-ismijiet ta’ min ghandu jippresiedi ¢erimonji ta’ ¢erti festi allokati
1il dawk imsejha dinjitarji. Kien ikun hemam ukoll kwadru bil-kitba ta’ 1-
obbligazzjonijiert jew legati fondati. Ma kienx jonqos ukoll armarju bl-Ordo li l-kurja
tippubblika biex tindika dawk 1-obbligi generali ta’ talb u quddies.

F’¢erti ¢cerimonji kienu jichdu sehem il-fratellanzi, 1i kollha kellhom statuti Li
fughom jimxu b’reqqa kbira. Il-precedenzi bejn il-fratellanzi gie i qalghu l-inkwiet, 1-
aktar minhabba 1i l-fratellanza tas-Sagrament, f’kull knisja kienet tirbah hafna drittijiet.
Tl-lagghat tal-fratellanzi wkoll kellhom l-ispecjalitajiet taghhom. Meta jinhatru 1-
uffi¢jali kienu jigu approvati b’digriet tal-kurja. L-elezzjonijiet taghhom kienu jsiru
b’voti sigrieti. Wara kull elezzjoni I-fratelli kienu jitilqu fl-oratorju jew fil-knisja u
jinghataw il-pussess billi b’xemgha f’ idhom iwieghdu li jservu sew id-dmirijiet
religjuzi taghhom, waqt li r-rettur jinghata l-ktieb ta’ l-istatut u ¢-cavetta. L-uffi¢jali
kellhom is-sedja taghhom imsejha katedra.  Il-katedra kien bankun spe¢jali i £nofsu
jogghod ir-rettur jew gvernatur u hdejh iz-zewg assistenti. Kien ikollhom
quddiemhom zewg xemghat b’Kurcifiss fin-nofs u qanpiena ghas-sinjali. Fil-lagghat,
li kollha kienu jibdew u jispi¢caw bit-talb, dejjem kien ikun hemm il-kappillan jew
qassis mibghut minfloku.  Nistghu nghidu li I-fratellanzi ta’ dari mlew il-knejjes
taghna b’hafna bzonnijiet u dekorazzjonijiet. Kienu wkoll joffru karitajiet lill-fogra u
lill-morda, u jakkumpanjaw fil-funerali ta’ I-imsekbin u joffruthom difna fl-ogbra
taghhom.

Dan kollu niftakru kif kien isir fil-Birgu ta’ tfuliti, imma z-zminijiet jinbidlu u

maghhom ukoll l-uzanzi.

102



DRAWWIET TRADIZZJONALI FI ZMIEN
L-GHID IL-KBIR Gregory Gauci

It-tradizzjoni antika u ferm popolari fi¢-celebrazzjonijiet ta’ Zmien 1-Ghid
fil-gurnata tas-Sibt kienet originat fil-lokal tal-Birgu bosta snin ilu minn meta I-
Griegi ta’ Rhodi gew hawn Malta flimkien mal Kavallieri ta’ San Gwann. Dawn
kienu gew imkeééija mill-gZira ta’> Rhodi mal-Kavallieri fis-sena 1522. Sabiex
inkunu aktar preéizi, fil fatt ma gewx imkeééija minn Suleiman ta’ }-Imperu
Ottoman mal-Kavallieri u setghu li riedu jibgghu fil-gzira ta’ Rhodi izda Kienu
jippreferu jghixu fl-ezilju mal-Kavallieri u mhux taht hakma Musulmana.
Gewwa 1-Birgu 1-Ghid il-Kbir kien jibda s-Sibt ﬁlghodu u l-istatwa ta’ Kristu
Rxoxt kienet tingarr minn zghazagh entuzjasti £ purcissjoni li kienet tibda mix-
xatt mill-knisja tal-Madonna tal-Karmnu, dritt ghad-diversi toroq tal-Birgu u
lura ghall-knisja parrokkjali San Lawrenz. Din dejjem kienet tkun
akkumpanjata minn banda ddoqq mard¢i trijonfali, L-ibliet li bdew jorganizzaw
din il-festa kbira wara l-Birgu kienu }-Isla u Bormla. Wara li t-tradizzjoni
infirxet sew gewwa l-Kottonera, bliet u rhula ohra bdew jaghmlu l-istess u
ghadhom hekk sa llum.

IT-TBAHHIR FID-DJAR It-tradizzjoni li naharqu weraq taz-zebbug sabiex
inbahhru d-djar ukoll originat fil-Birgu minn dawn l-istess Griegi Kattoli¢i.
Dawn kellhom komunita u sahansitra anki bnew tliet kappelli fil-Birgu stess;
dawn kienu tal-Madonna ta’ Damaxxena (Damascus) li parti minnha ghadha
tezisti sa llum, dik ta’ San Corg li kienet quddiem il-kunvent tad-Dumnikani u
bi¢ta minnha ghadha tezisti spe¢jalment il-faccata, u ohra ta’ San Nikela li fil-
bidu kienet dedikata lil Sant’ Agata u kienet fil pjazza kantuniera ma’ Triq Hilda
Tabone li qabel kienet Triq Brittanja u li ferm qabel kienet maghrufa bhala il
Collacchio, fi Zmien il-Kavallieri. Din ta’ l-ahhar spi¢éat maz-zmien. Skond id-
dokumenti kien hemm ohra wkoll mibnija x* aktarx minn Nicolo Flavari li kien
inginier impjegat ma’ 1-Ordni ta’ San Gwann li gie minn Rhodi mal-Griegi l-ohra.

Dan it-tbahhir kien isir b’devozzjoni iZda jservi wkoll bhala fumigazzjoni.
Aktar tard beda jsir il-Hadd nhar 1-Ghid il-Kbir minflok is-Sibt. Ghadni niftakar
lill-ghaziza ommi tghajjat “Glorja!" meta tisma’ l-qniepen idoqqu filghodu
minflok i¢-cuqlajta li kienet tibda tinstama’ minn Hamis ix-Xirka. Dan ghadni
niftakru sa llum £ Hal Tarxien fejn qattajt tfuliti sa 17 il-sena. Din ommi Kienet
iddur il-kmamar kollha li kellna f’kull rokna b’tilar tal metall bil-weraq jinharaq
u tghid xi orazzjoni u ahna maghha nirrispondu xi Pater Ave u Glorja. Xi Maltin
ohra kienu anki jkantaw u jghajtu “Alleluja! Kristu qgam mill-mewt!". Din Kienet
ukoll u ghadha l-uzanza tal-Griegi. Dan il-weraq li jintuza fit-tbahhir kien jigi
mbierek "Hadd il-Palm u x-aktarx illi r-raguni ta’ dan kienet tkun sabiex izomm
I-ghajn hazina ’l barra mid-dar u fl-istess waqt anki jkec¢éi lspirti hziena.  L-
uzanza tal-Griegi zgur illi gieghda ghal hekk u dan ikkonfermajtu jien persunali
meta kont gewwa Cipru ‘posted’ ma’ }-RAF ghal sentejn. X’uhud kienu jqisu
dan bhala superstizzjoni. Il-weraq taz-zebbug qatt ma kienu jigu mitfugha goz-
Zibel, dejjem fil-qsari sabiex jithalltu mal-hamrija.
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Nafu li l-gniepen kienu jdoqqu biex ifakkru l-ferh kbir ta’ din il-festa li
zgur meqjusa fil-liturgija bhala l-akbar festa tal-Knisja. Ghall-kuntrarju, minn
Hamis ix-Xirka, i¢-¢uqlajta tfakkar il-mewt ta’ Kristu. Kulhadd jaf li Kristu
mhux mejjet izda qieghed fis-Sema, allura ma nistghux nghidu li ¢-¢uglajta
thabbar il-mewt ta’ Kristu izda tfakkar.

PURCISSJONI BI KRISTU RXOXT Din il-puréissjoni kienet bdiet mill-
Papas tal-Griegi fil-Birgu snin qabel bdiet issir Pparrocci ohra. Il-papas kien
joffri bajd mgholli iebes lit-tfal u lil xi adulti. Il-bajd kien ikun mizbugh b’kulur
tal-helu. Din id-drawwa ghadha ssir sa llum fil-Greéja u £ Cipru nhar il-Hadd fI-
Ghid il-Kbir. II-Griegi ghandhom devozzjoni specjali lejn din il-festa u £ Malta
kien hemm Zmien meta kienu qishom ghamluha monopolju taghhom. Insibu li
f"Malta din id-drawwa tal-bajd inbidlet fil-famuza figolla tradizzjonali. Kif jaf
kulhadd din tkun ghagina helwa fil forn b’xi intrita kultant u mzejna b’kulur tal-
helu. Tinsab fdiversi forom bhal sireni, b’wi¢¢ ta’ mara, ajkla, ziemel, stilla,
basket, haruf, qalb, huta ecc. Anki bajd ta¢-¢ikkulata flimkien ma xi gugarell jew
forma ta’ rigal ma jongosx illi naraw fil-hwienet. Din il-figolla tradizzjonali
jkollha dejjem bajda tac¢-cikkulata mwahhla maghha. Fil- Birgu t-tfal kienu
johorgu jkantaw u jghajtu b’xi tnabar u katuba fis-sighat bikrin ta’ Hadd il-Ghid,
pero’ mhux fil-Birgu biss u kienu jduru kwazi mat-toroq kollha. Fil-kaz tal-Birgun
kienu jkantaw u jghajtu “haduhielu °l Begigga haduhielu” u jibqghu jirrepetu
ghal bosta drabi l-istess frazi. Din id-drawwa issa nqatghet. Begigga kien il-
lagam ta’ ragel li kienu serqulu l-moghza nhar Hadd il-Ghid. Ma rnexxilix insib
is-sena prediza ta’ meta gara dan pero’ kienet Zgur fis-snin 30 u baqghet tigi
mfakkra mit-tfal sa daqgs xi 15 il-sena ilu, izda fil-Birgu biss.

It-tfal kienu jitolbu lill-Kappillan jew Ardipriet tal-parroéca rispettiva
sabiex ibierek il-figolli waqt it-tberik tad-djar wara Hadd il-Ghid. Din it-
tradizzjoni ghadha ssir xi ftit f¢erti rhula. Nhar 1-Ghid il-Kbir filghodu kienet
issir purcissjoni bil-Vjatku solenni. Il-Kappillan jew Arcipriet kien ikun
akkumpanjat dejjem minn tifel abbati u s-sagristan wara nofsinhar biex jibdew
id-tberik tad-djar tal-parroécéa.

Fil-Birgu fi Zmien il-hakma Franciza (1798-1800) il Bandiera ta’ 1-Ordni
ta’> San Gwann b’salib abjad fuq sfond ahmar kienct mizmuma fid il-vara ta’
Kristu Rxoxt kif fil-fatt ghadha tkun sa lum. IZzda fiz-Zmien diga’ msemomi dan il-
bandiera tnehhiet minn ma’ id il-vara u minflok tpoggiet werqa tal-palm biex ma
jurtawx lill-Franc¢iZzi. Dan naturalment sar ghax il-Maltin kienu jafu li fiz-Zmien
imsemmi Franza kienet l-akbar ghadu tal-Kavallieri ta’ San Gwann ghal bosta
ragunijiet. Il-palma dehret ferm addattata peress li hija simbolu tal-martirju u
Kristu kien martri.

GIRJIET TRADIZZJONALI  1l-girjiet li jsiru regolarment bl-istatwa ta’ Kristu
Rxoxt waqt il-puréissjoni ta’ }-Ghid il-Kbir filghodu kienu originaw fil-bidu tad-
dsatax-il seklu. Kien l-ewwel Gvernatur Ingliz Sir Thomas Maitland li introdué¢a
klawsola li tirregola l-hin kemm iddum barra l-puréissjoni, b’hekk l-istatwa ma
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ddumzx iktar mill-hin stipulat infurzat minnu. Jekk il-puréissjoni kienet iddum
aktar il-kumitat kien jigi mmultat. Fil-bidu din kienet ir-raguni prinéipali ghaliex
isiru dawn il-girjiet matul it-toroq tal-Kottonera sabiex jevitaw dewmien zejjed u
fl-istess waqt kienu jghaddu mit- toroqg principali bla ma jahlu hin.

Mum dawn il-famuzi girjiet bi drawwiet tradizzjonali ghandhom tifsira
ferm differenti u huma maghrufa kultant bhala “Girjiet ta’ I-Alleluja”. Fi ftit
kliem minn girjiet sfurzati sabiex jevitaw penali issa saru girjiet ta’ ferh
mistennija minn kulhadd waqt din il-purcissjoni. Fil-Birgu fejn gew originati,
isiru xi seba’ darbiet. l-ewwel wahda fit-telgha minn hdejn il-knisja sal-pjazza
Vittorja. It-tieni mill-istess pjazza ghal Triq il-mina 1-Kbira u tieqaf quddiem il-
palazz ta’ l-Inkizitur. L-ahhar wahda ssir fi Trigq San Lawrenz, ix-xatt, qabel
tidhol fil-knisja parrokkjali mill-bieb prin¢ipali fost briju kbir.

Kif ga ghedna qabel, it-tradizzjonijiet tal-festa ta’ 1-Ghid originaw mill-
Griegi ta’ Rodi (Rodjani) li gew mal-Kavallieri f1-1530 u i wara marru l-belt
Valletta ma l-istess Kavallieri fl-1571 meta dawn hallew il-Birgu biex joqoghdu
hemmm. Meta dawn kellhom il-komunita’ Kollha fil-belt Valletta l-isqof ta’ Malta
Mons. Balaguer organizza fratellanza ta’ Kristu Rxoxt fil-knisja 1-gdida li bnew fl-
1659.

L-ewwel referenza ghal dawn il-puréissjonijiet fil Kottonera ilha minn
gabel is-sena 1714 meta d-devoti ta’ Kristu Rxoxt, jigifieri I-Griegi fil-Birgu,
bdew jorganizzaw xi ¢elebrazzjonijiet. Dan ma jeskludix celebrazzjonijiet aktar
bikrin. Kien l-isqef ta’ Malta Vincenzo Labini li kien ipprojbixxa dawk il-
purcissjonijeit bikrin fis- 2.00 ta’ filghodu nhar Sibt il-Ghid f1-1782.
Purcissjonijiet ohra bdew jigu organizzati fis-seklu ghoxrin li kienu jixbhu ferm lil
dawk tal-lum izda kienu jibdew aktar tard ghall-habta ta’ 1-4.00 ta’ filghodu.
Imma nsibu li dawk tal-Birgu akkwistaw popolarita li ghadha titgawda sa llum
ghax hafna huma IF-Maltin li jigu ghall-briju li g¢gib maghha din il-festa. Fil-
kapitali taghna Valletta, purcissjoni ohra kienet tigi organizzata filghaxija. Illum
din il-puréissjoni tal-Ghid il-Kbir fil-belt Valletta, Hal Qormi u 1-Mosta jsiru
filghaxija. Insibu li ohrajn ivarjaw ftit ferm u johorgu bejn id 9.00 u 1-10.00 ta’
filghodu. Xi lokalitajiet jippreferu jaghtuha xehta ta pageant, u ohrajn jippreferu
jintroduéu anki suldati Rumani l-istess bhal fil-kaz tal-Gimgha 1-Kbira.
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IX- XOGHOL TAR-RABA’ Vince Schembri
Intervista ma’ Carmelo Schembri (tal-Pesu) ta’ 68 sena minn Hal Tarxien, Lulju 2003

Karmenu, kif gie dan il-lagam?

Missieri meta kien zghir kien imur ghand nannuh 1 kien bil-baqar, u kellu
qattus li minflok jghidulu pejxu kienu jghidulu pesu.
X'kien 1x-xoghol ewlieni tal-genituri tieghek?

Ommi meta kienet xebba kienet tahdem ir-raba’ man-nies u hi u hutha kienu
jigbru x-xewk u jbighuh lil tar-razzett, bil-hemel. U gurnata xoghol fir-raba’ madwar
tmenin sena ilu kienet xelin, minn gabel titla’ x-xemx sa nzul ix-xemx. Wara dak
ix-xoghol kienet tahdem 1-Ghammieni, ixarrbu d-demel fil-vaski, ikissruh u wara
jsaqqu bl-ilma mhallat mad-demel. Wara zzewget u kellha disat itfal, erba’ bniet u
hames subien. Ommi barra x-xoghol tad-dar kienet tghin lil missieri fix-xoghol tar-
raba’ u I-bhejjem, bhal naghag, moghoz u barrin.

X kien ix-xoghol ta’ missierek? U mir-raba’ biss kien jghajjex lil- familja?

Missieri ta’ hmistax-il sena kien jahdem 1-Ghammieri . L-aktar xoghol li kien
jaghmel kien jahrat bil-bhejjem. Kellu tnejn u tletin tomna raba’ baghli i fihom kien
ikabbar qamh, xghir, qoton, gulglien, gilbiena, silla, widna, zufzfa (ghazz), patata u
basal ghas-safar, bajtar tax-xewk, tin, farkizzan, bajtar ta> San Gwann u gheneb.
Qabel, niftakar li meta nizirghu s-silla konna nizirghu tliet raddi ghazz mad-dawra ta’ 1-
ghalqa minhabba l-bebbux iswed li nghidulu tork.  Allura I-bebbux ma kienx jiggosta
I-ghazz u b’hekk konna nipprotegu x-xitel tas-silla.

Karm, kif kontu tghinu lil missierek, int u hutek?

Ahna l-ahwa kollha konna mmiddu idejna ghax-xoghol tar-raba’.
Xinhu ix-xoghol li I-aktar kont taghmel int?

L-aktar jien kont nahsad bil-mingel il-qasbija kollha, il-widna u 1-gilbiena.
Missierek kull sena kien jaghmel il-qiegha? U x’kien jidres?

Iva, kull sena. Kien jidres il-qamh, xghir, gilbiena, ful u zofzfa.

Int x’kien xoghlok meta kontu taghmlu I-giegha?
Daqqa nqalleb bil-midra, indawwar il-bhima, ngharbel u tista’ tghid naghmel

ix-xoghol kollu li jghidli missieri.
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Intom bhala wlied il-bdiewa, batejtu fil-gwerra?

Ahna ma tantx batejna, ghax l-ewwel konna nieklu ahna gabel missieri jbiegh il-
prodott, li dak iz-Zzmien kienu jigu r-razzett ta’ quddiem il-Markiz Barbaro Hal Tarxien
biex jixtru.

Gie li partatt prodott tal-biedja ma’ xi haga okira minflok flus?

Iva, gie li partatt prodott tar-raba’ ma’ annimali jew xi Zrieragh.
Int kont tmur skola meta kont zghir u tghin lil missierek fir-raba’?

Kont immur skola, pero x’hin nigi, mill-ewwel ghall-ghalqa.
Kemm dam jahdem ir-raba’ missierek?

Dam jahdem ir-raba’ sakemm miet ta’ sebghin sena.
ll-giegha baga’ jaghmilha sa I-ahhar?

Sa erba’ snin gabel miet kien ghadu jaghmel il-giegha tradizzjonali.

Kemm kellu bhejjem biex jakidem dawk it-tnejn u tletin tomna raba’?

Kellu baghla li din trid taghmel ix-xoghol fir-raba’ u bhala mezz tat-trasport.
Tiftakar xi grajja m’hix tas-soltu?

Darba fost 1-ohrajn kif gejt mill-quddies ta’ filghodu kont sejjer l-iskola, u
dakinhar konna sejrin Ghar Dalam. Sabni missieri fir-remissa u qalli: “Fejn sejjer?" u
jien ghedtlu: “L-iskola, ghax ser jehduna Ghar Dalam”. U hu qalli: “Hallik minn Ghar
Dalam u imxi mieghi fl-ghalqa ha nahsdu 1-gilbiena." U jien obdejt lil missieri u bqajt
ma mortx.

Kif kont thossok fejn tfal ohra bhala tifel ta’ bidwi?

Jien kien ihossni bhal haddiehor u fl-iskola qatt ma kont lura u fil-fatt naf nikteb
u naqra; anke missieri kien jaf jikteb u jaqra.

Kif tipparaguna zmien tfulitek ma’ llum?

Ahna fi tfulitna kellna ikel naturali tant li konna nsajru bil-borom tal-fuhhar fuq
il-kenur u wara fuq l-ispiritieri. U ommi bagghet sa l-ahhar tickol minn fuq I-
ispiritiera. Dak iz-zmien konna kuntenti hafna u nilaghbu bix-xejn u nahseb 1i t-tfal
ta’ llam ghandhom kollox u ma jikkuntentahom xejn.  Nixtieq inzid li I-agrikoltura
bgajt inhobbha u ghadni nahdem ghalga bhala delizzju u nkabbar hxejjex friski ghad-

dar.
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L-IKLA TAL-VGILI TA’ SAN LAWRENZ FIL-BIRGU
U L-HOLLYWOOD SALAD TA’ L-AMERKA Angelo Dougall

Meta wiched ikun emigrant, kultant isir jaf minghand xi emigrant iehor Malti
b’xi drawwa folkloristika li tkun ta’ xi lokal partikolari ta’ pajjizna. Hemm drawwiet li
jkunu f’xi bliet u rhula u ohrajn issir taf bihom b’kumbinazzjoni. Hekk gara lili biex
sirt naf b’ikla folkloristika tradizzjonali li kienet issir fil-Birgu (il-Belt Vittoriosa) li
kienet ilha ssir u gejja minn generazzjoni ghal ohra min jaf kemm mijiet ta’ snin!

Mela darba, fil-belt Amerikana ta’ Detroit (Michigan) iltqajt ma’ habib tieghi
John (Vanni) Bonnici mill-Birgu u billi kellna 1-guh dhalna f’ristorant. Kien is-sajfu
kienet is-shana, ghalhekk ma kellix aptit ikel tat-tisjir. F’dik il-belt, bhal bliet ohra
Amerikani, iservu fost ohrajn platt li jghidulu Hollywood salad. Dan l-ikel huwa
msawwar bi frott biss, b’zew§ flieli bettich zghir helu, xi bic¢iet tal-banana mqattghin,
ftit gheneb, xi zewg flicli roti pineapple, flicli tal-mandolin, bi¢¢iet tad-dullicgh
imqattghin kubi, tuffich imqatta’ flieli flieli u xi frott ichor maghhom biex jghaqqad il-
platt; tahlita frott insalata li ghandu biex jimliek. Dan il-platt popolari hafna, 1-aktar
fost nies vegetarjani u ohrajn bid-dieta. Nghid ghalija ikla li toghgobni, ghalhekk
ordnajt lilha bhalma ghamel Vanni. Ma domniex wisq nistennew u l-platt malajr wasal
quddiemna.

“Kos!" qalli Johnny, “dan il-platt kemm ged igibli memorji u nostalgija. Bhal
dan konna nehduh il-Birgu fil-Vgili ta’ San Lawrenz.  Niftakru minn ¢kuniti u ma
kkupjajnichx minn Hollywood! Fi Zmien meta konna niechdu din 1-ikla lanqas biss
kien jezisti Hollywood, ahseb u ara kemm hlomna bih!  Dejjem niftakarna naghmlu
din 1-ikla sa minn meta kont zghir, nhar il-Vgili ta’ San Lawrenz ghax ghalina n-nies
tal-Birgu biss kien ikun jum ta’ sawm u astinenza. [l-festa kienet tkun kmandata ghan-
nies tal-Birgu u fil-Vgili ma kienx jista’ jittickel laham".

Kienet hekk minn zmien 1-Ordni ta’ San Gwann bi privilegg spec¢jali moghti lill-
parro¢¢éa minn wiched mill-Inkwizituri.  L-Inkwizitur kien meqjus patrun tal-
parro¢éa ta’ San Lawrenz.  Imma festa kmandata ggib maghha s-sagrificcju tas-
sawm u l-astinenza fil-Vgili. F’lejlet festa kbira, ghall-Vittorjozani dan kien
sagrifi¢¢ju iebes. Bil-frott la tikser sawm u lanqas tnigges, ghalhekk huma kienu
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holqu din ix-xorta ta’ ikla billi jimlew il-platt b’tahlita ta’ frott ta’ I-istagun, li jsibu
jixtru fis-sajf, bhal bettich, dulliegh, gheneb, bajtar, tin u l-kumplament. Fil-Vgili, il-
mejda kienet tithejja ghall-ikla bil-platti mimlijin frott biss; la laham u langas tisjir
ichor. B’hekk ma kienx isir tingis jew ksur ta’ sawm. Kienet tkun ikla tabilhaqq
bnina u iajba ghas-sahha.  Din l-ikla kienet ilha ssir snin shah fil-Birgu u saret
tradizzjonali.  Dan qaluli Dun Rafel Vinéenz Gauci, llum mejjet, u minn huh is-Sur
Renzo Gauci, it-tnejn Vittorjozani.

Imma billi fl-Amerka dan il-platt kien novitd malajr laqgmuh (biex imexxi)
Hollywood Salad u sar popolari u maghruf b’dan l-isem. Dan il-platt tradizzjonali
kien isir biss fil-Birgu, partikolari ghal din il-parrocca.

“Kos!" rega’ tenna John Bonnici, “x’nostalgija u x tifkiriet ged igibli dan il-platt
quddiemi! Mur obsor li I-Amerikani lagqmuh Hollywood Salad!"

Shubija * “L-Imnara” u fl-Ghaqda Maltija tal-Folklor

“L-Imnara” hu perjodiku li johrog darba fis-sena mill-Ghaqda Maltija tal-
Folklor. Jitqassam b’xejn lill-membri ta’ -Ghagda u ma jinstabx ghall-bejgh.
I1-Hlas tas-shnbija fl-Ghaqda (li jista’ jigi rivedut) hu ta’> LM 1.50 fis-sena ghall-
membri Malta, LM 2.50 fis-sena ghall-membri fl-Ewropa u LM 3.00 ghall-
membri fl-Awstralja. Min jinkiteb gdid ihallas ukoll LM 1.00 registrazzjoni fl-
ewwel sena biss mal - LM 1.50. Min irid jissieheb fl-Ghaqda Maltija tal-
Folklor u jirc¢ievi “L-Imnara" taht il-kundizzjonijiet uimsemmija ghandu jibghat
il-hlas dovut lit-Tezorier:

is-Sur George Glanville, “Spring”, Triq Mater Boni Consilii, Il-Fgura, PLA 16.
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IL-QUBBAJT U L-QAGHAQ TA’ L-GHASEL FIL-FESTI Guido Lanfranco

Ghalkemm kulhadd jaf bil-qubbajt u I-qaghaq ta’ I-ghasel irridu niftakru li bhal
kull hag’ ohra, dawn ma kinux minn dejjem kif nafuhom issa, imma xorta kienu
megqjusin bhala helu ghal-okkazjonijiet specjali. Fil-kuntest ta’ l-imghoddi, il-
kelma “helu” ma kinetx l-istess haga ta’ issa.  Issa, fi Zmienna, il-hlewwiet saru haga
komuni, jinxtraw kullimkien bil-gzuz, imma dari dejjem kienu ghal-okkazjonijiet
specjali u, billi kien hawn fagar generali mhux kulhadd kien jista’ jixtri addoce.

Ukoll, sa qabel it-tieni gwerra dinjija li ghal twelid jew gherusija, xi familji kienu jixtru
pakkett gallettini kien ikun lussu u kien idum go dixx ¢kejken tal-EPNS (Electroplated
nickel silver) lewn il-fidda maghluq fil-vetrina u jdumu jiehdu wahdiet minnu ghal mal-
grokk 1i kien jinghata lil min kien jigi d-dar jifirhilhom b’xi rigal ¢ckejken. Familji
ohrajn kienu jaghm!lu I-biskuttini huma jew jixtruhom lesti.

II-hlewwiet tan-nies komuni ta’ I-imghoddi kienu frott frisk jew bazi ta’ ghasel,
gulepp tal-harrub, zbib jew passulina u tin ta¢-cappa, b’xi tahwir ta’ ilma zahar, lewz,
gilglien, busbies, qxur tal-laring, rand u hwawar ohra. Ghalkemm iz-zokkor mil-
Ivant xtered fil-Mediterran mill-Gharab, kien jiswa I-flus u juzawh biss dawk ki jistghu
jhallsu. Ma kienx zokkor abjad raffinat kif nafuh issa imma aktar skur u ghamla
minnu kienet maghrufa aktar bhala ghasel iswed; tabilhagq meta nghidu qaghaq ta’ 1-
ghasel inkunu ged nitkellmu minn qaghaq mimlijin b’dan 1-“ghasel iswed" li huwa
prodott mill-kannamiela taz-zokkor u mhux tan-nahal. L-ghasel tan-nahal kien
hawn f"Malta sa minn Zmien 1-Gharab imma ma kienx bizzejjed ghall-hlewwiet 1i kien
hemm bzonn ghal min jista’ jhallas, anzi fi Zmien 1-Ordni kienu jimpurtaw ghasel minn
barra.

IL-QUBBAJT Meta dahal sewwa z-zokkor, beda jintuza f’bosta hlewwiet,
fosthom il-karamelli. Karamelli m’huma xejn aktar hlief zokkor mahruq u, ghalkemm
dari kienu jinkorporaw mieghu gulepp tal-harrub, ta’ Zmienna huwa biss zokkor
mahrug. Dan iz-zokkor mahruq huwa l-bazi tal-qubbajt iswed ghax, meta bdew
juzaw iz-zokkor ghall-karamelli, bdew ukoll izidu mieghu hafna gilglien, lewz u

gellewz inkaljat u I-kumplament.
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Il-qubbajt beda diehel £ Malta minn Sqallija wara 1i hemm kienu dahhluh 1-
Gharab. L-Isqallin jafuh bhala cubaita mill-kelma Gharbija, u dak li jahdem il-
qubbajt, ukoll f"Malta, kien jissejjah cubaitaro. Gie i xi hadd sinjur kien ihalli
legat bi flus biex fil-festa ta’ xi qaddis li tieghu kien ikun devot, jitqassmu béejjec
¢kejkna tal-qubbajt lid-devoti prezenti fil-knisja.

Fis-seklu dsatax spi¢caw l-attakki u l-invazjonijiet tal-pirati fil-gZejjer Maltin.
Zdiedu I-fortifikazzjonijiet mill-awtoritajiet Inglizi i minn Malta ghamlu fortizza.
Ghalhekk kien hawn aktar sens ta’ sikurezza u l-manifestazzjonijiet esterni tal-festi li
bdew jizdiedu flimkien mal-vari tal-pro¢essjonijiet, armar tal-festi u baned. Hlief fi
Zzmien tal-pesta jew dizastri ohra, in-nies kienu jingabru bi hgarhom ghall-festi u fejn
ikun hemm il-folol dejjem issib bejjiegha ta’ kull xorta ta’ ikel u xorb skond iz-
Zzminijiet, fosthom ukoll dawk tal-qubbajt.

Bicciet ta’ qubbajt kienu juzawhom bhallikieku qeghdin igassmu 1-helu fil-festi
li kienu jsiru fi knejjes Zzghar, meta fil-legati kien jithalla fond biex minnu jhallsu I-
qubbajt imqassam béejjec lil dawk 1 jattendu.  Ukoll insibu 1i fost spejjez imhallsin
ghall-festa gie 1i kien ikun hemm imnizzel il-hlas ta’ béejjec ta’ qubbajt imqassam lill-
abbatini (i £ dawk iz-Zminijiet kienu kjeri¢i minuri) li jkunu ghamluha ta’ akkoliti u
censiera.

Dawk li kienu jahdmu I-qubbajt ghall-festi kienu jarmaw kaldaruni kbar fuq
kwiener bil-faham tal-kannol (aktar tard spiritieri tal-pitrolju), li fihom kienu jaharqu z-
zokkor. Minhabba s-shana u d-dhahen dan ix-xoghol kien isir barra £xi bitha
mghottija bil-hsajjar. ~ Maz-zokkor kienu jzidu hwawar waqt li dan ikun ged jaghli u
jsir kannella u jhawwduh b’injamiet twal gishom mgharef. Meta z-zokkor jinhall
kienu jferrghuh mill-kaldarun ghal fuq irhama "wicc ta’ bank jew mejda, u hawn
ikomplu jaghgnuh b’idejhom u jzidu mieghu il-gellewz inkaljat, gilglien u ngredjenti
ohra waqt li jkun ghadu shun u jfuh. Fi Zmienna, ghat-tahwid u 1-ghagna juzaw
makkinarji bhal mixer.  Qabel ma tibbies igassmu t-tahlita fil-forom gishom kaxxi
bla qiegh u bla wic¢, imma fuq gewwa jiksuhom bil-karti bojod jew imlewwna jew
“tal-fidda" u wkoll saff ta’ ostji fuq gewwanett biex, meta jibred kollox, il-qubbajt ma
jibgax imwahhal, u jkun lest blokki ghall-bejgh.  Il-qubbajt abjad ikun artab u aktar
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raffinat bil-ghasel, lewz u ngredjenti ohra, kulhadd bit-tahlita tieghu.  It-Taljani
ghadhom jahdmu ghamliet ta’ qubbajt abjad u artab ¢kejken li jghidulhom torrone u
jbieghuhom bhal hlewwiet fil-pakketti u kaxxi.

Filwaqt li bejjiegha ohra fil-festi jarmaw tilar jew jiggerrew bil-qfief, kif ukoll
jahmu jew isajru ftajjar, imqaret, qastan u ikel ichor, dak li jbigh il-qubbajt ikollu
kollox spec¢jali. Il-bank tieghu ikun gholi u jidher minn kullimkien,
karatteristika tal-bejjiegh tal-qubbajt tradizzjonali, li fost affarijiet ohra jkollu I-mizien
imdendel f’ark ta’ 1-injam li 1-baz tieghu tifforma l-kexxun ghall-flus jew ghall-uzini.
Normalment ikollu wkoll vetrina fuq il-bank biex fiha jqieghed il-qubbajt. Kemm-il
darba fuq il-bank ikun hemm mera bil-gwarni¢ biex issebbah u tirrifletti d-dwal.
Imma hemm ragunt ohra ghaliex il-bank tal-qubbajt ikun gholi. Il-bejjiegh kien igib
kollox fuq karrettun xi jum jew taejn gabel il-festa biex jarma fejn jagbillu l-aktar.
Aktar kemm jasal kmieni aktar 1sib post vantagguz fil-qalba qrib il-knisja, ghax tal-
qubbajt ikun hemm aktar minn wiehed.  Il-bank ikollu purtiera mad-dawra kollha
imma tahtu kien ikollu t-twavel biex matul il-lejl il-bejjiegh jorqod ghall-kenn u fl-
istess hin joqghod ghassa u jbakkar ghall-festa. Mieghu, taht il-bank ikun hemnm
spazju biex jerfa’ 1-qubbajt. Fi zmienna saru hafna bidliet ghax it-trasport huwa
aktar facli u l-affarijiet isir u mod ichor. _

Il-bank, bl-ark tal-mizien u tizjin ichor, fl-imghoddi kien ikollu wkoll lampa jew
fanal. Minflok lampa tal-pitrolju kien ikollu wahda tixghel bil-gass ta’ 1-acitelena.
Dan il-gass kien isir billi fil-bazi tal-lampa kien jitqieghed 1-hekk imsejjah “faham
abjad" (Calcium carbide) 1i fuqu kien ikun hemm kompartiment bl-ilma. L-ilma
jqattar fuq dan il-faham abjad u minnufih jibda hiereg minnu I-gass li jghaddi minn
pajp dejjaq u meta jixeghluh jixhet dawl mill-aktar abjad u qawwi.  L-istess dawl ta’
I-a¢itelena kienu jgorruh bhal fanal fuq lasta waqt li jkun ghaddej il-mar¢ bil-lejl u ghal
Xi Zzmien kienu wkoll jixeghlu bih xi knejjes minn gewwa. Imdendlin fuq il-
bank, tal-qubbajt kien ikollu wkoll blalen kbar tal-hgieg fin, ileqqu bhall-fidda jew
ilwien ohra. Ghalkemm dawn kienu hemm biex izejnu, originarjament l-iskop

taghhom kien superstizzjoni bil-hsieb li jgibu r-risq u jbighdu I-hazen. Dawn ma kinux
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juzawhom f”Malta biss, imma diversi artijiet Ewropej kienu jdendluhom ukoll gewwa
d-dar.  Bl-Ingliz nafuhom bhala witch balls.

QOAGHAQ T4’ L-GHASEL  Fi zmienna dawn il-hlewwiet kulhadd jaf bihom u
narawhom is-sena kollha. Hemm min jippronunzja dan l-isem bhala kaghak u ohrajn
gaghaq. L-ewwel wiehed jidher i huwa l-aktar antik. Hemm min jghidilhom ta’ 1-
ghasel jew tal-qastanija, u xi kultant qaghaq tal-Milied. =~ L-ghasel ilu maghna mijiet
ta’ snin, ghax ga jidher li kien hawn fi Zmien 1-Gharab, u I-ghadd gmielu ta’ mgiebah u
qolol antiki i hawn imxerrdin fil-gZejjer taghna, shah jew il-fdalijiet taghhom, jixhed L
I-produzzjoni ta’ l-ghasel baqghet sejra u tizviluppa sas-sistemi moderni ta’ Zmienna.

L-ewwel qaghagiet li saru, tabilhaqq nistghu nsejhulhom ta’ I-ghasel, ghax dan
kien ingredjent 1i jidhol fkollox sa miz-zmien meta kien ghadu ma kienx beda jintuza
z-zokkor. Iz-zokkor dahal ftit ftit maz-Zmien u mhux mill-ewwel kien raffinat abjad
kif nafuh issa.  Ukoll meta dahal hawn iz-zokkor fil-bidu, dan kien bi prezz li kien
jista’ jhallsu biss min kellu I-mezzi. Minbarra dan ta’ min jghid li ghalkemm
nghidu 1i I-qaghaq ta’ I-ghasel ilumaghna mijiet ta’ snin, qatt ma tista’ taghti data, ghax
min kien jaghmilhom ma kienx jikteb u lanqas kellu ghalfejn inizzel dati; mhux biss,
imma min kien jaghmilhom mhux bilfors tahom is-sura, dehra u ri¢etta ezatt kif nafuha
issa, wara kollox fi zmienna 1-qaghaq hekk imsejjah ta’ I-ghasel ivarja skond min
jahdmu. Madankollu nafu Ii f-1762 il-qaghaq ta’ I-ghasel ga kellu dehra kif
narawha issa, ghax fil-pittura ta’ Pasquale Leonetti li ggib din id-data, mal-hitan tar-
refettorju tal-kurja ta’ l-isqof fil-Furjana, fost hafna ghamliet ta’ ikel, frott u hxejjex,
jidhru wkoll il-qaghaqiet ta’ 1-ghasel.

Generalment nghidu i dawn isiru ghaz-zmien tal-Milied. = Hekk kien isir
ghal diversi ragunijiet. Kienu jitqiesu bhala hlewwiet u fl-imghoddi I-kapric¢i
kienu jintrefghu ghal okkazjonijiet specjali biss. Minbarra tigijiet jew okkazjonijiet
familjari ta’ kultant, kienu generalment jaghmlu hlewwiet fil-festi tar-rahal jew liturgici
ghal kulhadd, bhall-Ghid il-kbir, I-Ghid ta’ I-Imwiet u 1-Milied. L-ghasel kien jidhol
fil-maggoranza ta’ hlewwiet matul is-sena, kif ukoll il-gulepp tal-harrub, imma fejn

jidhlu 1-lewz u l-gastan, dawn kienu jsiru l-aktar minn Zmien il-harifa sa nofs Jannar,
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ghax dak kien iz-7mien meta dawn kienu jidhru £ Malta impurtati minn Sqallija jew
bnadi ohra fil-grib.

Ghalhekk ghandna l-qaghaq tal-gastanija, ghax il-qastan kien beda jsir parti
ntegrali minn bosta ikel £'dak I-istagun u kien sar ingredjent importanti fil-qaghaq ta’ 1-
ghasel. Il-patata ma kinetx minn dejjem, anzi bdew jikkultivawha f Malta wara
zmien 1-Ordni imma l-qastan kienu jekluh mgholli u mhawwar ma’ I-imbuljuta jew
imfarrak jew mithun ma’ ikel u hlewwiet. Dan minbarra li kienu jinkaljawh u jekluh
shun. Fil-qaghaq ta’ 1-ghasel kien ikun hemam qastan mithun u mhawwar jew
tin ta¢-¢appa, xi drabi mhalltin flimkien. Imma sadattant il-Maltin u I-Ghawdxin
ga kienu jaghmlu 1-gulepp tal-harrub. Dan kienu juzawh minflok I-ghasel u jhalltuh
f’bosta ricetti ta’ hlewwiet. Meta nghidu ri¢etti rridu niftakru Ii dawn fl-imghoddi ma
kinux jinkitbu, ghax il-kitba u 1-qari ma kinux ghal kulhadd, imma jinzammu fil-mohh,
jinghadu bil-fomm u jghaddu minn generazzjoni ghal ohra, b’hekk ivarjaw dejjem
skond iz-zmien v min jaghmilhom.

Id-drawwa tal-qaghaq ta’ 1-ghasel fil-gzejjer taghna jidher 1i orignat minn
Sqallija. Hemm insibu mijiet ta’ bliet, villaggi u komunitajiet 1i fl-imghoddi, aktar
mil-lum kienu jaghmiu biskuttini u qaghaq karatteristi¢i ghal kull wiehed minnhom
ghal zmien il-Milied, kif ukoll ghal festi prin¢ipali ohra. Minnhom hemm ghadd kbir,
imma fosthom hemm dawk li jixbhu hafna 1-qaghaq ta’ 1-ghasel taghna, l-aktar dawk il-
qaghaq taghhom li ghandhom il-qasmiet maqtughin ippizzjati bhalma kultant ahna
naqtghu l-ghagina bir-rota tal-pizzi.  Ikunu mimlijin b’tahlitiet mill-aktar varjati,
fosthom ukoll tin, intrita, ghasel u guleppijiet minn diversi sorsi.

Jekk nistagsu ghaliex dan il-qaghaq fl-imghoddi kien aktar asso¢jat mal-Milied,
nistghu insibu tifsira aktarx sempli¢i imma li ftit nahsbu fugha. Ghaliex bilfors
iridu jaghmlu helu ghal daz-zmien? Niftakru li hemm hlewwiet tipici wkoll ghall-
Ghid il-Kbir, 1-Ghid ta’ l-Imwiet, ghalhekk hemm xi fatturi komuni f'dawn 1-
okkazjonijiet. Ghal kull wahda minn dawn il-festi u okkazjonijiet isiru hlewwiet,
bhall-figolli fil-Ghid il-Kbir, ghadam fl-Ghid ta’ l-Imwiet. Wahda mill-fatturi hi Li, fl-
imghoddi, il-velja, vgili jew lejlet il-festa jew okkazjoni li tkun kien ikun hemm aktar
gabra ta’ preparazzjoni ghall-funzjonijiet liturgi¢i ki kienu jsiru filghodu kmieni.
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Sakemm isir il-hin ghal dawn il-funzjonijiet, inkluzi quddisiet £ nofs il-lejl jew kmieni,
bosta nies kienu jibqghu imqajmin, u fil-waqt li jghaddu z-zmien f’diversi attivitajiet
ta’ talb jew loghob, stejjer u ghana, dejjem skond fejn kien il-post, kienu jieklu wkoll.
L-ikel kien ghall-okkazjoni, ghalhekk kien jinkludi hlewwiet, fosthom, jekk mhux
unikament qaghaq ta’ [-ghasel jew tal-qastanija. Dawn mhux johorgu jixtruhom
bhalma naghmlu ahna fi Zmienna, imma kienu jaghmluhom fid-djar stess, kulhadd bir-
ricetta tieghu, kif ukoll fil-kunventi jew monasterji.

Il-qaghaq ta’ 1-ghasel li naraw issa m’ghadhux bhall-antiki, id-differenza l-aktar
evidenti hi 1i 1-ghasel rari jidhol fih, klief ghal min iridu.  Il-produtturi i jbighuh
jimlewh bl-ghasel iswed li tabilhaqq m’hu ghasel xejn, imma prodott li jigi waqt Li
jirraffinaw iz-zokkor, li fil-bidu jkun sewdieni kannella.  Dan, bl-IngliZ insibuh bhala
treacle jew molasses li jissossistwixxi I-ghasel u hlewwiet ohrajn fil-mili tal-qaghagq.

Daz-zmien il-qaghaq “ta’ l-ghasel" insibuh is-sena kollha imma fiz-zmien tal-
Milied narawh aktar numeruz.  Fl-ghaqdiet tal-parroc¢, fil-knejjes u skejjal, kemm-il
darba jqassmu qaghaq ta’ 1-ghasel ckejknin lit-tfal jew lill-membri, bhalma jsir ukoll
fil-Ghid 11-Kbir meta jitqassmu figolli ¢kejknin ghamla ta’ haruf. Hemm ftit
hwienet tal-helu li jaghmlu qaghaq ta’ 1-ghasel apposta ghall-Milied, 1i jkunu mzejnin
f'xi gelu mlewwen, bhallikieku figoll. Narawh ukoll jinbiegh lit-turisti 1i jehduh
f’pajjizhom bhala helu Malti.

115



XOGHLUIET TA’ DAN L-AHHAR MINN MEMBRI TA’
1-GHAQDA MALTIJA TAL-FOLKLOR

Dawn ix-xoghlijiet saru mi l-ahhar harga ta’ “L-Tmnara”. 'l hawn.L-editur lest li jdakhal noti dwar
xoghlijiet u pubblikazzjonijiet minn membri ta’ I-Ghagda Maltija tal-Folklor. Mil-lista li tidher hawn
taht tnejn biss aviaw dwar xi attivitajiet taghhom; il-kumplament gabarhom l-editur u jiskuza rukiu jekk
halla barra 'l xi hadd, imma ma jistax ikun jaf x° jaghmel kulkadd v kullimkien jekk ma jkunx aviat.
Min hu nteressat ghandu jibghat javia biss lil- editur bil-miktub sa l-ahhar ta’ Lulju 2004.

AGIUS MUSCAT, ANTON Kiteb dwar is-Societa Storica Maltese (Lehen is-Sewwa {it-8, fil-15
u fit-22-11-2003) u recensjoni tal-ktieb Meta karbet is-sirena ta’ Charles Bezzina (Mum.20-1V-2003).
ATTARD, ANTON Kiteb Jum San Lawrenz fil-Birgu fis-sena 1896 (progr. Festa S.Lawrenz,
Birgu 2002); S. Duminku lura fit-trigat tal-Birgu (progr. Festa S. Duminku, Birgu); Bormla tilqa’ I-
ewwel Freres (kum, festi est. Bormla Festa 2002); [/-Birgu fJum Kristu Rxoxt (Gens illum 19-IV-2003)
u wasal biex jippubblika I-grajjiet tal- M. U.S.E.U.M.(fergha maskili) fil-Birgu.

BORG, PAUL P. Kiteb Hawking Physics Project at S.Andrea School (Sunday Times 22-XII-
2002); Christmas Story (Suppl. Sunday Times 1-X11-2002) u Qari Malti Vol.II (De La Salle Bros. Publ.
170pp 2002)

BORG CARDONA, ANNA Artiklu analitiku The Maltese Friction Drum (Journal of the
American Musical Instrument Society Vo.XXVIII 2002 pp.174-210). Dan hu xoghol dettaljat
xjentifikament dwar ir-rabbaba jew 2afzafa "Malta u Ghawdex. Minbarra li tiddiskuti I-isfond storiku
u l-varjazzjoni fl-ismijiet, tidhol bir-reqqa fil-kostruzzjoni ta’ dan l-istrument u kif tvarja minn post
ghal-iehor. Tinkludi siltiet ta’ melodija u ghadd gmielu ta’ ritratti originali, minbarra disinji biex
jipjegaw il-kostruzzjoni. Dwar dan l-istrument jidher li dan l-artiklu huwa l-ewwel wiehed li jittratta
bl-Ingliz b’dagshekk dettall. I1-ktieb Musical Legacy 1i ppubblikat is-sena 1-ohra dan 1-ahhar
kompliet tibni fuqu bil-hrug ta’ CD Malta's Musical Legacy ta’ 70 minuta (Mill-Gukulari Ensemble) 1i
fih muzika mis-seklu 16 sas-seklu 19 1i dehret fil-ktieb. Dhul minn din id-diska jrur ghall-Malta Cancer
Foundation. Dan il-grupp waqgfitu hi s-sena li ghaddiet biex jesegwixxi din il-muzika mill-ktieb.
Kitbet artiklu iehor Grinding Judas’ bones dwar i¢-cugqlajta (Treasures of Malta Summer 2002 pp 15-
20). Marselle Delicata ghamlitilha intervista dwar hajjitha fil-muzika (Gens Ilum 24-V-2003).
CAMILLERI, J.C. Kiteb ghadd kbir ta’ artikli mifruxa fil-gazzetti, programmi tal-festi u ohrajn
miil-barifa 2002 sas-sajf 2003. Fosthom: Christmas stamps (Sunday Times suppl. 1-X11-2002); Ir-
rahal ta’ S. Lawrenz u |-Milied (Saghtar Di¢. 2002);  II-Mument kellu kitbiet numeruzi magsuma
f’diversi serje ; fost is-segje kellu dwar /I-Gzira tat-Tliet Gholjiet 1i tkopri In-Nadur, li-Munxar,
Kercem, I-Gharb, Sannat, il-Fontana, ecc.;, Serje dwar Maltin Ii mxew fuq il-passi ta’ Kristu bhal
Marija Tereza Nuzzo, Fra Diegu, Ewgenio Borg, Suor Margerita de Brincat, ec¢.  Ukoll dwar Rhula
Maltin fosthom Rahal Gdid, Bormla, L-Isla, San Lawrenz, ecé.;  Serje fuq Snajja’ ta’ I-Imghoddi bhal
Xoghol tal-qasab, Pasturi u statwi, Xoghkol fil-barrieriecc.; Setje Viaggi fpalazzi, fosthom dwar /-
kastell ta’ Glamis fl-Iskozja, Palacio de Quduz u Palacio de Sintra fil-Portugall uohrajn.  Kitbiet fug
personaggi ohrajn, bhal Gius. Spiteri Fremond, Gwann Mamo, Sigismondo Dimech, Giuseppe Schranz,
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Konti Giov. Ant. Ciantar, Indri Borg, Gius. Maurin, Giorgio Pullicino, Carmen Carbonaro, Il-Gizwita
Mercieca, Alessio Cuschieri, Gius. Camilleri, D. Anton Ebejer, Indri Vassallo, Ganni Vella, Francesco
Buhagiar, ecé.  Kitbiet ohra: Purcissjoni tal-Gimgha I-Kbira taz-Zejtun, L-ewwel birra Maltija, II-
Magna Carta ta’ Malta, L-ewwel Parlament Malti, Bolol Maltin 2003, Statwi fil-knisja parrokkjali ta’
Hal Tarxien, L-istatwa tal Vizitazzjoni fl-Gharb, It-tberik tal-familji, N-konsagrazzjoni tal-konkattidral
ta’ San Gwann, II-Kult ta’ San Pawl, Jum San Valentinu, Bidu tad-devozzjoni lejn id-Duluri f’Malta,
Artali tal-Madonna tar-Ruzarju, Girlanda tal-Milied u ta’ l-Awent, Ii-titular tal-Lunzjata, L-Istrina, II-
figolla, Ir-Re Dwardu VII ' Muzew de Monserrat, Bolli ta’ San Gorg, ec¢.

CHETCUTL, GUZE Wara diversi kotba u kitbiet li semmeijna ' harga ohra, hawn inzidu ktieb
iehor: Antologija ta’ Letteratura Folkloristika Maltija (Klabb Kotba Maltin 2002 pp.624)  Din hija
gabra ta’ siltiet minn kitbiet li dehru £ pubblikazzjonijiet ta’ ghadd ta’ kitticba. Fost is-siltiet hemm
ghoxrin 1i kienu dehru f* L-Imnara, li huma ta’ Guzi Buontempo (p.21, 300, 314), Mary Ghio (p.29),

Raf Bonnici Cali (p.92, 172, 323), Angelo Dougall (p.109, 151, 287, 340, 342, 371), C.Cassar (p.120,
357), Lorenza Bonnici Cali (p.175), Godwin Camailleri (p.177), J.F Porsella-Flores (p.312, 314) u
G.Lanfranco (327).

CILIA, GEORGE Kiteb l-artikoli: [I-bandu v [-hanira ta’ I-erwiek (I-Mument 3-X1-2002), Il
parata tal-karnival (11-Mument 23-11-2003), It-terrimaxka (II-Mument 29-V1-2003), Safar ta’ l-Azzjoni
Kattolika ta’ 50 sena ilu (Lehen is-Sewwa 26-V1I-2003).

DE PIRO, NICHOLAS L-aktar xoghol recenti tieghu huwa I-ktieb The International Dictionary of
Artists Who Painted Malta (523 pp., li hareg £Nov. 2002). Din il-pubblikazzjoni massiva hija edizzjoni
riveduta wara li kien hareg il-ktieb fl-1988 u fih mijiet ta’ illustrazzjonijiet godda. Awtur ukoll ta’
kotba ohra fosthom Sovereign Palaces of Malta (2002), The Temple of the Knights, The Sedan Chair,
Mdina, Valletta, ec¢. Jikteb regolarment £ In Malta This Month dwar il-hajja fl-imghoddi.
DOUGALL, ANGELO Kiteb Taghrif dwar il-Mosta (programm festa 2002 tal-Filarmonika Santa
Marija); Maltese in theFrench Foreign Legion (korrispondenza The Sunday Times 15-1X-2002).

Ghadu jahdem fuq xoghol ta’ nteress folkloristiku bil-hsieb 1i jxandru 'l quddiem.

FARRUGIA, FRANS  Ipprovda ezemplari ta’ ghodod, u ghamel hafna mudelli ta’ ohrajn, i ffurmaw
parti minn wirja fil-bibljoteka ta’ 1-Universita ta’ Malta organizzata minn Dr. Gorg Mifsud Chircop
ghad-Dipartiment tal-Malti u -Bibljoteka ta’ I-istess universita. Din il-wirja saret bejn is-6 ta’ Marzu u
1-25 ta’ April 2003. Fis-27 ta’ April, Frans Farrugia kien fost is-sitt persuni 1i f Jum Hal Ghaxaq
nghataw tifkira ta’ gich ghal xogholhom b’risq dan ir-rahal.

GAMBIN, KENNETH Wara I-ktieb The Prison Experience at the Inquisitor’s Palace li semmejna fil-
harga li ghaddiet, kompla jahdem fuq ir-ricerki tieghu. u gie ntervistat dwaru minn Mario Azzopardi (11-
Mument, Suppl. Focus 24-X1-2002). Kiteb informazzjoni dwar il-palazz ta’ l-inkwizitur (Saghtar Ott,
2002). Ma’ Noel Buttigieg, bhala ko-awtur, hareg il-ktieb Storja tal-Kultura ta’ I-Tkel f’Malta li hu n-
numm 51 fis-sensiela kotba Kullana Kulturali tal-PIN, 2003).
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GANADO, ALBERT  Hareg l-akbar opra tieghu, Valletta Citta Nuova. Dan hu ktieb massiv
sewwa, pp.xxiv - 623, ppubblikat mill-PEG (2003). Mimli informazzjoni originali, ghadd kbir ta’
illustrazzjonijiet mill-isbah u mapep antiki u rari, fosthom hafna li ma dehrux gabel.

GATT,GUZI Ghadu jirricerka l-vokabularju bis-suggett li beda zmien ilu u li ghandu jigi pubblikat
ma jdumx. Kiteb Laham il-kelb jew gabil id-debb, xoghol ta’ vokabularju dettaljat (progr. Festa S.
Nikola, Siggiewi Festival Brass Band and Social Club 2003).

GAUCY, GREGORY  Kien hareg kticb Churches, Chapels and Oratories in Birgu (2001 67pp.)
fejn jaghti nformazzjoni dwar 38 suggett, fosthom ukoll knejjes li spi¢caw.

GRECH, SERGIO President ta’ 1-Ghaqda Letterarja Maltija kellu bosta attivitajiet u kitbiet fil-
gazzetti dwar diversi aspetti tal-poezija u I-letteratura Maltija. Fost ohrajn kellu Tislima lil Guze
Diacono (Nazzjon 22-X1-2002), Tislima lil Ruzar Briffa (Nazz. 21-11-2003), u fuq Guze Orlando (Focus
6-VII-03), intervista ma’ Kilin (Nazz.25-VII-2003), u kitbiet ohra dwar l-identita Maltija u letterarja
(Nazz. 3-111, 16-IV, 20-V, 30-V-2003). Kellu poezija f*Versi (2003/1), kitbiet £ II-Gens Itlum (9 u 30-
X1-2002). F’Il-Mument kellu kitbiet ohra (9 u 16-11I-, 4-V, 8 u 15-VI-2003). Kordinatur fatiivitajiet ia’
ta’ Poezija Plus u ha sehem fi programmi tar-Radju Bronja u Kampus FM u fuq it-TV Ch.22. u
korrispondenzi fil-gazzatti dwar temi so¢jali.

GRIFFITHS, VICTOR G, Kiteb A letter to Inquisitor Mons. Carpegna commissioning a diary
account of the French occupaton (Proceedings of History Week 1999 published 2002). Nifirhulu talli
fOttubru 2002 gie onorat billi I-Kummissarju Gholi Ingliz, ghan-nom tar-Regina, pprezentalu I-MBE
ghall-hidma tieghu biex jippromovi relazzjonijict bejn ir-Renju Unit u Malta I-aktar fil-medi¢ina, kultura
u edukazzjoni

GRIMA, JOSEPH F., Ippubblika ktieb Jl-purcissjonijiet tal-Gimgha -Kbira fil-parrocéa ta’ San
Gorg, Hal-Qormi -- Holy Week Procession at St. George s parish, Qormi bit-test miktub bil-Malti u
bl-Ingliz. Artikolu A glimpse at the 1798-1800 registers in the Qormi parish archives. (Proceedings of
History Week 1999, pubblikat {1-2002) u ghadd ta’ artikoli ohra fil-programmi tal-festa u fuljetti
parrokkjali, fosthom dwar Guze Muscat Azzopardi, Professur Guze Galea, Hal Millieri, Il-Kult ta’ Santa
Marija f'Hal Qormi, 1813-1814 l-aghar pesta li laqtet lil Hal Qormi e¢é.

GUILLAUMIER, ALFIE Rega’ kellu edizzjoni ohra tax-xoghol tieghu Bliet u rhula Maltin
mahruga mifl-Klabb Kotba Maltin, Vol. I, 2002 (486 pp.) li kien origina f* Il-Berqa fis-snin sittin, hareg
Pzewg edizzjonijiet kotba u wkoll fsett ta’” magazines.

LANFRANCO, GUIDO Kotba: L-Istorja tat-Trasport f"Malta (No.1 1999 fis-serje Kullana Kulturali
tal-PIN); rega’ gie stampat b’xi korrezzjonijiet (2002). Drawwiet u tradizzjonijiet Maltin (No.24 tal-
Kullana Kulturali,zewg edizzjonijiet, wahda qoxra iebsa I-ohra ratba 2001) rega’ gie stampat it-tieni
darba (2002) bil-qoxra ratba b’xi korrezzjonijiet; Xoghol, Gakgik u Snajja’ li spi‘éc‘aw (Bieb-Bieb, 143
pp-, 2002) akkumpanjat minn 68 kartolina, intenzjonat ghat-tfal ta’ I-iskola. II-Flora Maltija (ko-awtur
ma’ Edwin Lanfranco) No. 47 tal-Kidlana Kulturali x + 166 pp. 2003). Fis-Sunday Times: First
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local nature and science TV programmes 40 years ago (27-X-02), Pasturi, materials and methods (1-
X11-02), Ganutell and allied crafts (Classified 13-IV-2003), Sixty years of the Malta Geographical
Society (11-V-2003), Reviving a night pilgrimage on foot (27-VII-2003).  Fiit Malta Year Book 2003:
Some centenaries and anniversaries of local interest (Malta and Gozo) for the year 2003.  Kitbiet fil-
programmi tal-festa, fost ohrajn: . Venera u l-gugarelli, Is-sunetti tal-festa ta’S. Guzepp f"Hal Kirkop,
Ftit Anniversarji Guzeppini f Malta u Ghawdex, Xi Anniversarji Mostin 2002, Musketterija ta’l-
Imghoddi, Teatrin u r-Randan, Il-qniepen u I-Maltin, Tigrijiet fil-festi ta’ l-imghoddi, Is-sunetti u Guze
Muscat Azzopardi, Anniversarji u centinarji Qormin ghas-sena 2003, Kbarat f’Malta midfina bin-
nieges, Xi aspetti folkloristicl dwar San Gorg, Qabel il-Banda. Reéensjonijiet: Mid-dinja tas-seher ta’
Anton f. Attard. F’ll-presepju: Gebel rustiku u gagazza;, F’Il-Knisja Tieghi: Altari Mobbli.
F’Taghna t-tfal serje dwar Xoghol ta’ l-imghoddi,  Fis-Saghtar serje dwar Hajjitna fl-imghoddi.
F'Tas-Sliema (Kunsill Lokali): Karrozzelli f’Tas-Sliema, Biljetti bis-soldi.  Fil Heritage No. 90
Traditional children's games.  F'Bormla: L-Ghid il-Kbir f'Bormla ta’ dari, Wigjiet: b'mudelli tieghu
stess, fosthom tal-proc¢essjoni ta’ S. Girgor f'Tas-Sliema twila tnax-il pied fil-knisja, fil-festa (taha
donazzjoni lill-kazin San Girgor Sliema).  Parte¢ipazzjoni b’xoghlu f*wigjiet f'kazini, ghaqdiet,
presepji, 1al-Gimgha I-Kbira, e¢¢.  F'dokumentarju Taljan ta’ Arturo Mingardi (Cinema Nuovo
Italiano) intervistat dwar Hagret il-General u -Gherq sinjur.  Arti: ipparte¢ipa f"wirjiet ta’ tpingija e.g.
M. Soc. of Arts Manuf. & Cormun. Trade Fair Art Exhib.; pinga l-istampi ta’ ktieb ta’ Tony Cutajar “Ii-
Misteru tar-Rotunda”, e¢¢.  Tahditiet lil diversi gruppi f'¢entri ta’ kunsilli lokali, parrokkjali, skejjel,
anzjani u I-Universita tat-Tielet Eta.  Xanditiet u intervisti fuq stazzjonijiet differenti ta’ Radjijiet u TV
dwar festi, storja tal-kura tas-sahha mentali, twelid, ganutell, rwiegel, drawwiet, kotba, natura, e¢¢.
MAGRI NAUDI, MAGDA  Nifishulha u nawgurawlha ghax regghet giet eletta bhala Sindku tal-
kunsill lokali ta’ Hal Lija.  Kitbet ukoll artikoli dwar The Professionalism of Malta’s Beauty
Therapists (Classified, The Sunday Times 19-1-2003) bhala president tal-Malta Association of Beauty
Therapists u segretatja generali tal- European Confederation of Beauticians, u kitbet ukoll dwar is-
shubija fl-UE.

MASINI, FRANCO Nifirhulu ghax ir¢ieva I-Medalja Qadi tar-Repubblika (M.Q.R.) £ Di¢embru
2002, minhabba xoghlu f*diversi boards u ghaqdiet.  Fost artikoli fis-Sunday Times insibu: 4 glimpse
of 17" century Gozo through a unique will (8-XII-2002), 4 Gozo political meeting in 1909 (16-111-
2003), US troops invade Gozo (22-V1-2003).

MIFSUD-KIRKOP, GORG Kiteb diversi artikoli, fosthom: Maltese folk music and Etnika's
research (Sund. Times 22-IX u 6-X,1-X1I-2002), Storja tal-festival nazzjonali ta’ I-ghana organizzat
mill-Kunsill Malti ghall-Kultura u 1-Arti 1i tieghu hu ¢-chairman (Nazz.17-V-03). * Ghamel wirja
folkloristika ta’ ghodda u strumenti maltin ghad-Dipartiment tal-Malti ta’ 1-Universita (6-I11 sa 25-IV-
2003, bil-kollaborazzjoni ta” Frans Farrugia. Kien kelliem f’seminar dwar il-kultura Maltija mid-
Dipartiment tal-Malti tal-Junior College (6-VI1-2003). B’inizjatti\"a tieghu I-ambaxxatur Germaniz
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ghamel donazzjoni ta’ kotba ghal studji folkloristi¢i ghal-librerija ta’ -Universita (Sett. 2002). Minbarra
dan kellu wkoll diversi intervisti fuq il-tnezzi tax-xandir dwar ghana u folklor.

PISANL PAUL GEORGE  Kellu kitbiet fis-Sunday Times: E-manuscripts (17-X1-2002) dwar CD 1i
turi manuskritti illuminati tas-seklu 13; Vince Caruana paintings (19-1-2003); Gozitan Notaries 1400-
1884 (27-IV-2003)., Minbarra pubblikazzjonijiet li ga semmejna f’hargiet ohra kellu wkoll Dun
Lawrenz de Apapis, kappillan tal-parrocca ta’ S. Gorg u l-grajjiet tal-1551 (2001) u obrajn.
PORSELLA-FLORES, JOSEPH F. Ippubbika I-ktieb Knejjes i m ghadhomx jidhru gewwa I-
Birgu (2002 187pp.). Dan huwa gabra riveduta ta’ kitbiet ta’ missieru Giuseppe li dehru fil-Lefien is-
Sewwa matul 1-1930 u 1-1933,

SAVONA-VENTURA, CHARLES Kiteb Punic Mythology and Medicine fit-Treasures of Malta
(Vol.VIII No.3 2002). Ippartecipa fi programmi tan-NET TV dwar it-twelid (Ott. 2002).
SCIBERRAS, JOHN Kittieb u ghalliem tal-Malti. Minbarra kitbiet ta’ poezija u re¢ensjonijiet din
is-sena se jkollu traduzzjoni ta’ Alice in Wonderland hi se tigi pubblikata ktieb minn Pubblikazzjonijiet
Saghtar ta’ I-MUT.

TANTI, JOE M.  Minbarra attivitajiet muzikali asso¢jati mal-grupp The Greenfields kellu diversi
intervisti fuq it-TV dwar l-istorja ta’ dan il-grupp popolari i ghandu bosta temi folkloristici.
VELLA-BONDIN, JOE Fir-rivista Recent Researches in Music pubblikat mill-A-R Editions inc.
ta’ Middleton, Wisconsin, USA, kellu Stabat Mater, volum 1i jgib l-ewwel edizzjoni kritika ta’
kompozitur Malti, Girolamo Abos 1715-1760 (ara Sun.Times 22-VI-2003)..  Kiteb ukoll
Commemorating Nicolo Isouard (Sun.Times 16-11-2003)

ZAHRA, LORENZO Matul is-sena kiteb diversi drabi fil-gazzetti dwar aspetti tal-wirt
Vittorjozan. Fost l-artikoli kellu: Baned u muzika mill-grajja tas-seklu XIX (Filar.S.Marija Mosta festa
2002), The Auberges aof France in Vittoriosa (fit- Treasures of Malta, Christmas 2002),

ZAMMIT MAEMPEL, GEORGE Ikomapli jahdem dwar il-paleontologija. F’Ghar Dalam, fejn
ilu snin il-kuratur, giet inawgutata sezzjoni gdida bi prezentazzjoni moderna li kien ilu jithabat ghaliha.
Kellu wkoll intervista dwar Ghar Dalam u I-paleontologija (Il-Gens Illum 8-VI-2002). Fost tahditiet
ghamel wahda dwar il-Geologija ta’ Malta lill-membri tal-Malta Geographical Society (Frar 2003).
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MEMBRI EFFETTIVI

Agius Muscat, Anton 64, Trig Borg Olivier, San Giljan STJ 08
Attard, Anton, “Sidtna Matija" Triq il-Qaliet, Wied il-Ghajn ZBR 10
Attard B.A.(Hons.), Karmenu, 3, Guthrie Str. Dickson A.C.T. 2602
Camberra, Australia
Bajada, Joseph, “Madonna Ta’ Pinu", Vjal 8§ ta’ Settembru, Xaghra, Gozo 103
Bezzina, Mxs. Christine, 59, Triq Zekka, Valletta VLT 12
Baldacchino, Emmanuel, 279 Main Ste. Qormi, QRM 02
Bianchi B.Sc., Nicholas C., “Villa Fort", Trig Preca, Lija 04
Bonanno, Henry, 21 “Ophrys", Trig Guze Cardona, Qormi QRM 08
Bonello, E., 52, Triq Bishop Labini, B’kara BKR 05
Bonnici Dip.Bus.Law & Ace,, John A., “Marise" Flat 2, Old Railway Av. Balzan
Borg, Alphie, 104, Ashiree Road, Frome, Somerset, BA 11 25F England, UK.
Borg, Steve, “Faith” Flat 6. Triq 1¢-Crieki, Wied il-Ghajn
Borg Cardona B.A., L.T.C.L., Mrs. Anna, “Ciklamina" Triq iI-Qartilla,
Balzan BZN 07
Borg Cardona, Chris. H., “Dar Zanira", Balzan Valley, Balzan BZN 08
Bugelli, David, 19, Melita Street, Sliema.
Buttigieg, Ms. Denise, “Chez Mary Ann", Triq is-Santwarju, Mensija,S.Gwann,
Calleja, Frankie, “Tinkerbelle", Triq il-Kunvent., Zabbar ZBR 04
Camilleri B.A.(Gen.), Dip.Educ.(Ad. & Man.), Jos. C,,
“Ilqugh", 32 Triq il-Muskatell, Attard BZN 04
Camilleri, Saviour, “Richrose", Triq Villambrosa, Hamrun, HMR 10
Caruana, Mrs. Josephine, 202 Hope Str., Mosta MST 03
Cassar B.A., MLEd., Ph.D., Dr. Geerge, 78, Triq Papa Piju XII, Mosta MST 03
Cassar, Lawrence, 24-25, Triq Zondadari, Rabat, Malta RBT 12
Cauchi, Mrs. Catherine, “The Cycads", Triq is-Sienja, Attard BZN 06
Cefai, Carmel, Adams / Flat 3, 26 Willie Arena Str., Gzira GZR 06
Cesare, Salv.,, 14, Trig Laqzija, B’kara BKR 03
Chetcuti M.O.M., Guzé, “Zerniq", 8 Flat 10, Triq Ghar il-Lenbi, Sliema SLM 16
Chircop Ph.D., Dr. John, 53, Triq Fikus, Zabbar ZBR 07
Ciantar, Ms. Josette, Flat 2, 2 Triq il-Kardinal, Birgu CSP 08
Cilia, George, 64, Trigq San Vincens, Sliema
Cini Hubert Flat 20, 19" March Court, Triq it-Turisti, S.Pawl il-Bahar SPB 06
Cini, Joseph, “Merhba", Triq Leli Falzon, Naxxzar NXR 04
Cremona, John, 54, Triq San Gwann Bosco, Rabat, Ghawdex VCT 104
Cuschieri, Carmel,  “St. Mary", Triq Ross, San Giljan STJ 10
Debono, John, 63, Trig N. Cotoner, Lija, BZN 10
Deguara, Frans, 70 “Dediolanum", Triq Papa Piju XII, Mosta MST 05
Delicata, John, “Doris" 26, Trigq Sir Anthony Micallef, Balzan BZN 08
De Piro, Marquis Nicholas, Casa Rocca Piccola,
74 Triq ir-Repubblika, Valletta VLT 05
Diacono, Mrs. Josephine, 9, Trigq Agius Muscat, Zabbar
Dougall, Angelo, 76, Triq San Mikiel, Birzebbuga, BBG 02
Ellul, Joe, 60, Trig S. Rokku, Qormi QRM 11
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Elul Galea M.O.M., Karmenu, 32, Triq Tal-Borg, Paola PLA 06
Farrugia, Mrs. Diane, Commerce Division Library, Policy & Regulatory
Directorate, Ministry of Economic Services, Lascaris, Valletta CMR 02
Farrugia, Frans,  “Mon Delice", Dawret Hal Ghaxaq, Hal Ghaxaq ZTN 13
Farrugia, Joseph A,, 61, “Ewreka", Triq Santa Marija, Tarxien PLA 11
Felice B.Ch.D., John, Krypton Chemists Triq Ta’ l-Ibrag St.Andrews STJ 13
Fenech, Alfred,  “Grezz", Triq id-Dirsa, Attard BZN 05
Fenech, Ms. Juliana, 59a, Triq Lorenzo Gafa, Mosta MST 09
Fenech, Louis “Farag" Triq Stefano Erardi, L-Iklin
Fenech, Mrs. Martha, 26, Triq Ponsomby, Mosta MST 07
Formosa B.A., Patrick, 33, “Patros" ,Wignacourt Street, B’kara BKR 08
Gambin B.A.(Hons.), MLA., Kenneth, 138, Triq is-Silla, Marsaskala ZBR 10
Ganado LL.D., Dr. Albert, 1, Trig M’ Anton Vassalli, Valletta VLT 13
Gatt, Emmanuel, 3 Alley 1, Barracks Str., Hal Qormi QRM 04
Gatt, Guzi, 7, Block C, Perry Court, Triq Birkirkara, San Giljan SLM 13
Gauci, Gregory, 13/1 Triq il-Palazz Antik tal-Gvernatur, Birgu CSP 08
Glanville, George “Spring” Mater Boni Cousilii" Fgura pla 16
Grech, Sergio, 1, Wesgha 5 ta’ Ottubru 1974,Ze¢jtun ZTN 04
Griffiths M.B.E, M.D.,, F.R.C.S,, Prof. V., 7, Palm Str., San Giljan STJ 12
Grima, J. “Pompei” Triq San Tumas, Fgura PLA 14
Grima B.A.(Hons.), M.A..Ph.D.,.Dip.Edic.,M.LM., Dr. JosephF.,
“Kosi Kot",Triq Guze Ellul Mercer, Qormi QRM 06
Grima, Ms. Sylvana, 27, Tartarni Str., Rabat RBT 7.
Grixti, Raymond, “The Winds" , Trig Clematis, Santa Lucija PLA 10
Guillaumier, Alfie, 12, Triq Villambrosa, Hamrun HMR 06
Jacearini M.D., F.R.C.P,,D.CH., Dr.C.J,, “Dovedale", Garden Crescent,
The Gardens, St.Julians STJ 12
Lia B.Ed.(Hons.), B.A., Mrs. Carmen, 18, Main Str., Zabbar ZBR 02
Lia B.Sc., P.G.C.E., Mrs. Gloria Anne, “Jubilate Deo” Triq Gdida
fi Triq Melgqart, Marsaxlokk ZTN 09
Magri-Naudi, Mrs. Magda, “Torsance", 5 Triq Karlu Darmanin, Lija BZN 14
Mallia A.C.1.B,, A.C.LS,, F.LMet., Alfred, “Is-Sebuka",
Trig Ta’ Marmora, San Gwann SGN 07
Mangion, Felix, “Felcarm" Triq 23 ta’ Lulju 1942, Zurrieq ZRQ 06
Mangion, Ms. Josephine Carmen, “Felcarm" Trig 23 Lulju 1942, Zurrieq ZRQ 06
Masini L.P., MQR., Franco, “Cittadeila", Triq il-Linja, H’ Attard BZN 05
Micallef, Mrs. Antonia, “Shalom" 75 Old Church Street, Birkirkara
Mifsud, Mrs. Rita, 230 “Casa d’Amore", Constitution Str. Mosta MST 03
Mifsud Chircop, B.A.(Hons.),M.A.(Hons.),P.G.C.E., Ph.D.,, Dr. Gorg,
“Fommu Bil-Ghasel” Triq il-Bufala Hamra Mosta MST 02
Pace, Tony, “La Traviata" Trigq Dun Karm, L-Iklin BZN 11
Peliegrini B.A., LL.D., Dr. ¥., “Sonata”, Triq Tal-Mirakli, Lija BZN 10
Pisani, Maria R., 194, Triq San Pawl. Valletta VLT 02
Pisani B.A., LL.D., Dr. Paul George, 40¢, Main Gate Str., Victoria, Goze VCT 103
Porsella Flores, J.F., 69, Triq il-Palma, Paola PLA 03
Priviteili, Mrs. Michelle, 117, “La Salette"’ Cotoner Avenue, Fgura, PLA 17
Puli, M.Q.R.,, Ms. Mary, 52, Triq Sant’ Agats, Tas-Sliema SLM 07
Ragonesi, Ms. Anita, “The Oasis*" Flat 6, Birkirkara Hill, San Giljan STJ 09
Rapa, Mrs. Mariliana, “Mariliana" St. Leonard Str., Victoria, Gozo VCT 111
Risso, Capt. R, “Mon Fleur”, Triq Sant’ Antnin, San Gwann SGN 04
Saliba, Louis, “Hesperus” 65, Triq Victor Vassallo, H’Attard BZN 05
Sammut, Julian, 79, Triq Tal-Grazzja, Haz-Zebbug ZBG 04
Sammut Testaferrata MLA., M.Phil., Jos., “Demaris", Triq Lascaris, Qawra Point SPB 05
Saré, John Charles, 166, Triq Rudolphu, Tas-Sliema SLM 02
Savona-Ventura M.D.,D.S¢.,F.R.C.0.G,M.R.C.P., Dr. Charles,
“North Wynds" 7, Trig Antonio Zammit, Ix-Xwieki, Gharghur NXR 08

122



Schembri, Anthony, “Renton", Trigq Haz-Zabbar, Fgura

Schembri A.F.M., Lt. Col. Mario, Block B Flat 4, Triq Bellavista, San Gwann SGN 03

Schembri, Vincent, “Orestin", Trigq L-Gharnuq, Fgura PLA 14

Sciberras, John, 60, “April”, Triq il-Krisja 1-Qadima, Birkirkara BKR 12

Sciberras, Joseph, “Stefanotis', Triq il-Knisja L-Qadima, Birkirkara BKR 12

Sciberras, Mrs. Louise, 175, Birbal Str., Balzan BZN 08

Scicluna, John C., “Casa Scicluna"”, 18, Triq Robert Sammut, Tal-Virtu, Rabat RBT 09

Sejchell, Charles, = “Il-Qannata", Triq L-Arkibusier, Zejtun ZTN 07

Soler, Albert, “Villa Maria", Triq I2-Zerniq, Tal-Qattus, Birkirkara BKR 13

Spiteri Maempel, Mario, “Marvik", Triq I-Imdina, Hal Balzan BZN 07

Stella Maris College, Librarian, GZira GZR 04

Tabone, Michael, “L-Ghorfa tal-Fuklar", Triq Hal-Far, Zurrieq,ZRQ 06

Tedesco, Joe “Sunshine” Trig L-Ahwa Zammit Qormi QRM 05

Testaferrata Bonici, Marquis J.P., 36, Triq il-Kbira, Hal Lija BZN 10

Tonna, Albino, “St. Jude" Triq D. Guzepp Zammit, Zurrieq ZRQ 04

Vassallo, Charles, Commerce Division, Small Businesses & Crafts Directorate,
Ministry for Economic Services, Lascaris, CMR 02

Vassallo, Mrs. Rose “Primavera” Triq San Gakbu Siggiewi QRM 13

Vella, Ms. Antonia, “By the way" Triq il-Mosta, H’Attard, BZN 04

Vella, John, Fiat 2, Block 12, De La Cruz Avenue, Qormi QRM 11

Vella Bondin, Joe, 54, Triq il-Parrotta, Santa venera HMR 18

Zahra, Lorenzo, “San Lorenzo", 18 Trig Zerafa, Marsa HMR 03

Zahra, Vincent, 18/1 Block C, Triq Sophia, Cospicua CSP 02

Zammit, Ms, Helene, 3, “Villa Zimmermann" Ta’Xbiex Terrace, Ta. Xbiex

Zammit Maempel M.Q.R., D.Sc., M.D., Dr. G.,, 148, Triq San Frangisk, Hal Balzan

Zarb, Ms. Marie Clair, 2, Planet Court, Tigne Sea Front, Tas-Sliema SLM 15

Zerafa, Mrs. Lina, 45 Triq Idmejda, Hal Balzan BZN 06

Nota:  Membri li ma rregolarizzawx is-shubija taghhom ghas-sena 2003 (sa Awissu)
ma jidhrux ['din il-lista ta’ membri effettivi.

L-indirizz tat-Tezorier huwa:

Is-Sur George Glanville, “Spring"” Triq Mater Boni Consilii , Fgura PLA 16.

“L-Imnara” nibaghtuha wkoll: lill-Librererija Nazzjonali (Valletta), Librerija
Nazzgjonali (Ghawdex), Librerija ta’ L-Universita ta’ Malta (Tal-Qroqq), Librerija
Pubblika (Furjana), Arkivji Nazijonali (Rabat), Librerija tal-Muzew Nazzjonali ta’ L-
Arkeologija (Valletta), Librerija tal-Mutew Nazgonali ta’ L-Etnografija (Birgu).
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