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PARTIAL ALBINO SUBALPINE WARBLER

On 29 March 1989 at ca. 1530 hrs a partial albino Subalpine Warbler Syfvia cantillans was trapped for
ringing at Dwejra, Gozo. On that day there was a small influx of Subalpine Warblers and some typical
birds were trapped for comparison.

The bird had all wing and tail feathers of the normal type, but all the rest of the body was pure white
exceplt for some grey behind the eyes and also on the mantle and back. Some pinish-brown feathers on
the breast suggested that it was a male bird. The scapulars were also white admixed with some grey
feathers. The bill, iris and tarsi were of the typical type.

Raymond Galea
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