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1-2m away. From the of the outer tail feathers it was assumed that the two birds 
were a pair~ lhe male two Long streamers, while those of the femaLe were almost non 
discernibLe. lhe birds then perched again at the same place on the wire. After -a few 
minutes they came down again to prey on flyir.g insects. lhls happened several times, and 
it seemed that a bond existed between them. lhey never flew alone, and a contact call was 
repeated several times '#hi le flying and even while perching on the wire. lhis behaviour 
gave us the suspicion that these birds were doing some sort of display to each other. 

It ls to be noted that this area still hoLds a number of farmhouses, most of which 
are uninhabited, thus o-ffering good nesting ;Jlaces for "7his species, especially those 
with open windows and doors. 

On re-visiting the area on 8 June, only one bird was seen. !t ls to be noted that it 
was early in the morning (between 0630-0730 hrsl and that it was very windy. lhe presence 
of this bird made the authors believe that the two SwalLows were probably nesting somewhere 
in that area. Unfortunately, no visits were made after this date. 

In the Maltese Islands, Swallows are very common passage migrants, in spring from 
March to May, with some till mid-June; and in autumn from early September to the end of 
October. A few birds sometimes occur during the rest of the year (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. 
A New Guide to the Birds of "1alta. lhe Ornitloological Society, VaLLetta Maltal. 

In 1974 a pair of Swallows bred ln a house in the village of Mqabba, ra1s1ng 4 young 
which left the nest on 2 August (Sultana,J. & Gauci,C. Eight Ornithological Notes-
1974-1975 : An unusual occurrence- Swallows breeding in Malta. Il-Merill 15 : 2-4, 1975). 

lhe only previous r-eference to breeding of SwaLlows in these islands was made way 
back in 1843 by Antonio Schembri, who stated tMi· a few breed (Catalogo Orni"tologico del 
Gruppo di Malta. Anglo-Maltese : Malta, 1834). 

Raymond Galea & Raymond Caruana 

R.G. - 'Osprey', Ganu Streetr B'Ka.ra, MaLta .. 
R.C. - 'Flamingo', Triq il-Huttafa~ Fgu;ra, M,;t.lta .. 

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD BUTEO RUFINUS FEEDING ON FLEDGLINGS OF THE LOGGERHEAD 
TURTLE CARETTA CARETTA 

On 16 r\ugust 1987 ! 'Nas accompanying some lurkish biologists who were si"udyi,1g the 
breeding biology of the Loggerhead lurtle Cal~etta caretta at Dalayan, a sandy beach on 
the S.W. coast of lurkey. 

During the visit, which started at day break, we walked along the 7km beach, making 
notes on the tracks left bv the young turtles which had fledged during the night and 
early morningo At one time a raptor was observed flying towards the beac1 fr·om the 
direction of a wood on the other side of the bay. lhis raptor, which was eventualy 
i denr if i ed as a Long-legged Buzzard But:eo rut.:inus, alighted on a log on the beach about 
150m ahead of us. After some minutes it flew about 1m above the ground and landed on the 
ground where it was observed to run and hop dbout~ 

It then flew across the bay in the direction of the wood carrying an unidentified 
object in its talons~ We then walked towards the spot where the bird was observed and 
found a set of turtle tracks surrounded by the tracKS of the bird. lhe turtle tracks 
ended at the spot where the bird was seen to take off. ! t was assumed that the turtLe 
fLedgli was taken by the Long-Legged Buzzard~ 1 was Later informed that the bird was 

again in the area on subsequent days. 

According to 1 1he Birds of the Western Palearctic 1 , Vol. I! CCramp,S & Simmons, K~E.L. 
(eds.) Oxford University Press. 1980), the Long-legged Eluzzara feeds chiefly on small 
mammals, reptiles and Large lnsects. Sometimes It searches for prey from a perch on a 
rock, mound or tree and often on the ground. Reptiles 1aken include Lizards Lacer-ta and 
Eremias sp. and snakes Natrix and Vipe.ra sp~ 

Paul Portelli 

P.P. - 23 Paceville Avenue, St. Julians, Malta~ 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1985-86 
campi led by 

CHARLES COLEIRO 

lhe regular contributors to the daily Log kept by the Ringing and Research 
committee of the Ornithological Society during the two year period under review ~ere: 
John Attard Montalto, John Borg, Alex Casha, Charles Coleiro, Raymond Galea, Charles 
Gauci, Manuel Mallia, Joseph M. Mangion and Joe Sultana. Other contributors were: 
Alfred E.Baldacchino, Mrs. M.Bonnici, Dennis Cachia, Richard Cachia Zammit Victor Cilia, 
Max Farrugia, Nataline Fenech, Joe Grima, Anthony B.Heath, Hanna and John 
D.J.Nelson, Paul Portelli, Silvio Scicluna, K.F.Slade, Martin A.lhake and Louis VeL Other 
members may have contributed to the daily log kept at the Ghadira Nature Reserve, 
which records were subsequently added to the nationaL daily and species logs. 

Where only one of the two years is given in the systematic list, Jt is only 
because there were no records in the other year. 

lhe records for this two year period were entered into the daily Log and 
subsequently transferred to the species log by Charles Coleiro who also compiled the 
systematic list. 

LlllLE GREBE Tachybapcus ruficollis Blongun Zghir 
1986 : 1 at Ghadira from 2 Jan to 11 Mar and 5 at Qammieh on 1 Apr. Again 1 at 

Ghadira from 2 Nov, then 2 from 15 Dec to end of year. 

GRE,~l CRESl ED GREBE Podiceps criscatus Blongun Prim 
1985 1 at ll-,\1enqa, Marsa on 5 Nov. 
1986 : 1 at Monoel Island on 4 Dec. 

BL.~CK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis B Lon gun Sekond 
1985 1 at Ghadira from 1-12 Jan. 4 offshore on 15 Sep 1 then 1 at Ghadira on 26 Sep 

and from 8 Nov to 22 Dec. 
1986 1 present at Ghadira from 30 Aug to 14 Sep and 1 seen at Oammieh on 6 Sep. 1 again 

at Ghadira from 3 Nov to 27 Dec. 

CORY'S SHEARWAlER Calonectxis diomedea Ciefa 
1985 First seen on 4 Mar. Hiahest count 1500 off Gharb on 
1986 : First sighting on 25 Feb-and last recorded on 2 Nov. 

on 10 May and on 26 Jul, off Gharb, Bred as usual. 

MANX SHEARWAlER Puffinus puffinus Garnija 

13 Jul. Breedina as usual. 
Highest counts w;re of 1000 

1985 c,50 on 10 Mar at Hal Far. Recorded ashore at colonies till 18 Jun. 1 was 
shot on 2 Nov. A few already ashore on 5 Dec. Bred as usuaL. 

1986 Highest count ashore c.20at Hal Far on 25 Feb, with last date on 5 Jul. lwo off 
shore sightings in Apr and Dec with 5 off Oammieh on 27 Dec. Breeding at usual 
colonies. 

SlORM PElREL Hydrobates pelagicus Kangu ta' Fifla 
1985-86 : Recorded only on Filfa where bred as usual. 

GANNEl 
1985 
1986 : 

Sula bassana Sula 
3 off Golden Bay on 30 Mar and 1 juv on 15 Dec. 
1-3 on 8 dates from 3 Jan to 23 Feb off the NW coast of Malta. Singles on 11th and 
18 Oct and up to 4 on 5 dates in Nov, then 4 off Oammieh and 1 at Mtahleb on 21 Dec 
and 1-3 daily from 25-28 Dec at three different sites, 

CORMORANl Phalacrocorax carbo Margun 
1985 2 over Ghadira on 13 Jan. 8 sightings of 1-3 birds from 6-30 Nov and singles on 

7 dates at Ghadira from 3-31 Dec. Also 1 at Ahrax on 31 Dec. 
1986 1 at Ghadira on 1-2 Jan. 2 at B'Bugia on 20 Sep, then on 14 days from 8 Oct to 9 

Nov; single figures but a flock of c.40 at B'Bugia on 17 Oct and 17 were reported 
shot offshore on 9 Nov. 1-2 on 3 dates from 23-30 Nov. 2 overland on 28 Oct. 

BlllERN Eo-taurus stellaris Kappun 
1985 : 1 shot at Bahrija on 30 Oct. 
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LillLE BI11ERN Ixobrychus mi~utus Russett tas-Slgar 
1985 EarLy bird at Ghadira on 10 then singles on 1·: dates from 7 Aor to 25 May. 

In awtumn slnales Or. 12th and Oct at Ghadira .. 
1986 1 at Lunzjata~on 31 Mar, then singles O'l 19tr and 23 Apr and on 4 May. 1 released 

at Ghadira on 17 Oct. 

N!Ghl HERON Nyct;icorax nyct.icorax Kwakka 
I 985 : Up to 11 birds on 19 days f rorn 21 ~1ar to 2 7 ~1ay. l·n autumn recorded on 9 days from 

6 fl.ug to 14 Sep; single ~igures but flock of c.40 at Bingemma or. 14 Sep. !hen 1 on 
6th, 200 at Bahrija on 9th and 1 on 27 Oct. 

1986 4 on 20 Mar, then recorded on 10 dates from 6 Apr to 20 May; single figures but 11+ 
at Comino on 6 Apr. On severaL days from 13 Aug to 21 Sep, usually ln small 
flocks of up to 30, but 100 at Buskett on 3 Sep. 1 on 4 Oct, tnen I present at 
Ghadira from 25 Oct to 12 Dec, 

SOUACCO HERON Ardeol~ ralloides Aarett isfar 
1985: Up to 5 almost daily at Ghadira from 13 .~pr to 2! 1•1ay, then I at Manoel island 

on 30 IV1ay. lr: autumn singles on 4 dates at Ghadira from 17th to 25 Sep and 1 at 
Xemxi on 28 

1986 : 1 ira on May, tnen 1 released at same place on 2 Jun still present up 
to 3 Jul. 5 at Ghadira on 22 Aug and 2 at Camino on 9 Oct. 

Ci\llLE EGREl Bubulcus ibis Agrett tal-Bhejjem 
1986 Singles reported shot at Salina in Late Nov and at Jelimara in early Dec. 

L! ll L:: EGREl Egretta garzett:a 

1985 : Almost daiLy from 21 Mar sl ings exceot 5 at Ghadlra; 
hi 60 at Bubaqra on 7 lhen 1-2 at Ghadlra from 23 ~1ay 

to Jun. In autumn 1 on 7 days from 5-25 Sep with 30 over 
Sliema on 25th hi 30 Ia on 5th and 1 at Ghadira on 27-"29 Oct. 

1986 1 at Ghadira on Jan. First in spring 5 at Oammleh on 29 Mar then sinales 
on 5 dates from 4-27 most at Ghadira, and 1-2 daiLy at same from ~·-13 

l n autumn 11 at ira on 27 then up to 4 on 12 Oates from 1 Sep to 
, 3 on 17 Oct and 2 on 5 Nov. records frorn Ghadira. 

GREY HERON Ardea cinerf;;a Russett Gr i z 
1985 2 at Ghadira on 24 Feb, then on 13 dates from 3 Mar to 16 Apr with 10 a7 Dwe~:ra 

<Malta) on 20 Mar hi 2 on 30 Apr then 1-3 dally at Ghadira on 4-9 May and 
5 at same place on fv'1ay. in autumn 1 on 15 f0LLowed by 25 signti on 14 
dates from 8 Sep to 12 Oct with 60 on 21 ni , and witn flocks over 20 
recorded 5 times. 1-4 on 5 dates in Nov~ on De·: and 1 at Ghad1ra from 21-29 
Dec. 

1986: ln spring, 7 over Comino on 15th and 1 at la 1 Oali on 21 ~tar, then 1-3 on 5 
dates frorr, 1-28 Apr and singles on 30 and 7 Jun. On autum:> rr.igration, 1 at 
Salina on 1 Aug, then 41 sighti on dates from 21 Aug to 12 Nov; in sin~1le 
ficures uut a totaL of 60 at 4 s tes on 28 Sep. Most records at Ghadira and 

coast. Singles on 22nd: 25th and 31 Dec. 

PURPU: HERO~ Ardea purpurea Russett Ahmar 
1985 9 over Camino on 24 Mar 1 then 1 on 1 Apr, and 1-8 on 7 dates from 18-25 Apr. 

2 on 1 May. Most at Ghadira. 0nly one autumn sighting - 5 at Mnajdra on 12 
1986 3 at Del imara on 13 Mar then i-4 on 7 dotes from 29 ~iar to 20 Aor and a flock of 25 

ut Golden Bay on 10 In auiur1n i at Oawra on 15 Au9, then on 8 dates from 22 
Aug to 13 Sep. Single !gures 1 ~ighesi 8 ai Comino on 24 Aug. 

BLACK SlORK Ciconia nigra Clkonja Sewda 
1905 at ia'Oal i on 19 was later shot ai Attard. 1 over Dwejra and over Buskett on 

5 Oct was prouably same bird. 
1986 1 reoorted as shot at Dwejra (Gazol on 17 Apr, 1 a~ Dwej~a <Maltal on 22 Sep,and 3 

ai same place or. 5 Oct. 

Vl~llE SlORK Ciconia ciconia Ci 
1985 1 seen over <Malta) and Buskett on 21 (Malta) on 5th, 1 

reported as at sea on 26th and I ai Xaghra (Go~o) on 
1986 1 shoi <Jt Dlt.'ejra (Gozo) or; 17 .Apr. 1 shot o;. 26 Oct and 1 at Say on 25 \'\ov. 

'Sl ORK sp. 1 Ciconia sp. 
1986 2 over Buskett on 14 Sep. 

20 

ll-MERILL No. 25 1988 

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus Velleran 
1985 : 6 on 14th, flock of 33 over Msida on 15th and 2 on 16 .~pr. 2 at Ghadira on 9 Jun. 

In autumn singles on 16-17 Sep. 
1986 Flock of 30 on 20 Mar off Cirkewwa and 1 at Ghadira on 5 May. rlock of 17 over 

Dwejra (Malta) and singtes at Oammieh and Ghadira on 27 Sep only slghtings for 
autumn. 

SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia Paletta 
1986: 1 shot at Delimara on 16 Oct. 

GREAlER FLAMINGO Phoenicovterus ruber Flaminau 
!986 : 2 at B'Bugia on 2 De~ and a flock of c.26~over Ghadira Bay on 11 Dec. 

10Ul E SWAN Cygnus olor C i nju Mutu 
1985 Singles reported shot on 17 Jan at St lhomas Bay, M'Xlokk and Delimara. 
1986 : Singles shot at Gharb and Oala on 6 Dec. 

WHilE-FRONlED GOOSE .~ser albifrons 
1986 : 1 at ~1'Scala on 21 Dec. 

Wizza tal-Maskra Bajda 

SHELOUCK Tadorna tadorna Kuluvert tas-Salib 
1985 2 on 3rd and I on 14 Jan at Ghadira. 
1986 : Flock of 12 and 20 shot offshore on 9th and 6 on 13 Nov; 4 on 2nd, then 2 

sightings on 19-20th and 4 sightings on 29-30 Dec; flocks of 7 on 20th and 29th 
highest. 

WIGEON 
1985 

1986 

Anas penelope Silfjun Ewropew 
Daily at Ghadira from 6 Nov to 26 Dec with max. of 5 from 25 Nov to 
2 records elsewhere: 1 at Ghajn luffieha and 2 at Oawra on 18 Dec. 
1 at Ghadira on 22-26 Sep. 3 records in Nov: 13 at Ghallis oc 2nd, 
on 8th and 1 again at Ghall is on 9th. 3 at Ghadira on 30-31 Dec, 

GADWALL Anas s"t.repera Kuluvert Grlz 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 22 Nov. 

1 Efl,L Anas -::recca Sar se L l a 

12 Dec. Only 

12 over Ghadira 

1985 2 at Ghadira on 1-3 Jan and 1 there on 27 Feb; then si agaln at Ghadira on 
8-9th and 20 offshore on 25 !V1ar. Daily from 22 Oct to Nov wii'h max of 4 Oil 

26 Oct. lhen 13 on 30 Nov and sinales on 2nd and 24 Dec. ALL records at Gnadira 
except for 1 at Ramla Bay on 1 Nov: 

1986 : 1 at Ghadira on 10-16 Sep, then 5 at same lace on 1 Oct, 4 at Ghallis on 9th at'd 
singles at Ghadira on 29-30 Nov. In Dec, on 1st then daily from 15-22nd, 
decreasing from 7 to 1, and 1 on 30th. Al at Ghad'i ra. 

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchos Kuluvert 
1985 1-2 from 5 Jan to 6 Mar and1 from 30 Oct to 20 Nov(but 2 on 7 Nov), at Ghadira. 
1986 : 1 on 19th, 1 shot on 21st and 9oft Ghallis on 22 Nov. On 4 dates in Dec: 6 off 

Fi~fla on 12th, and 5 slghtings on 29-31st with max of 10 shot at la' Oaii. 

PINlAIL Anas acuta Silfjun 
1985 : 1 on 8th, then 1 daily from 26 iV:ar to 8 Apr. 2 records in Oct: 17 on 23rd and 1 on 

27th. Recorded on most days in Nov: 20 on 2nd then 3 on 6th and 1 daily trom 
8-18th; 74 on 22nd, 22 on 29th and 8 on 30th. 1 on 7 Dec. P.lmost all records ar 

1986 
Ghadira. 
30 at Cirkewwa on 20 Mar. 1 on 26 Jul at Ghadira and 
17 on 24th and 1 oc 31 Oct, both at Ghalli 
10 over Mosta on 13th. lwo flocks of 6 on 
respectIvely. 

GARGANEY .Anas querquedula Sarsella Hamra 

at Gha ll is on 28 Seo. 
on 9-20 f~ov. h j 

ai Ghadira Del imara 

1985 1-15 daily at Ghadira from 16 Feb to 30 and 1 on 4 3 other records off 
Oammieh in Mar: 300 on 5th 1 20 on 6th 

1986 Onlv 1 spring record: 90 off Oammieh on 
Sep. 

SHOVELER Anas clypeat:a Palettuna 

45 on 30th. Ghadira on 18 Sep. 
1 Apr. 1 at Ghadfra almost daily on 

1935 2-3 oaily on 6-16 Mar and on 4th and 8 ~ov, at Ghadira. 
1986 : 1 off Gha l L is on 23 t'ov. 
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?OCHARD Aythya ferina Brajmla 
-!986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 16 Sep. 

ERRUGINOUS DUCK Ay-thya nyroca Srajmla t"Ghajnha Bajda 
985 Singles at Ghadira on 16 Mar and 1 Dec. 
986 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Apr. 

cnidentified DUCKS Anas sp. 
1985 : I on 4 Jan, 20-35 on 4-5th and 24 Mar,,on 7th and 12-13 Apr, Singles 

on 12th and 21st, 14 on 23rd and 50 on 26 Oct off Ghadira. On 7 dates from 
1-27 Nov mostlv off or over Ghadira but 60+ off Ahrax on 27th. I on 15 Dec, 

1986 : 200 off Cirkew~a on 20 ,"!ar, then on 3 dates from 31 Mar to 3 ~.pr with 250 off 
Benghisa on 3 Apr. I on 21st and 18 off Del imara on 28 Sep. On 3 dates in Oct: 
13 on 12th, 14 on 14th and 20 on 24th.. 1hen on 7 dates from 2 Nov to 30 Dec 
(almost daily on i4-21 ~"ov) with 50· at Grand Harbour on 2 Dec highest. 

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kuccarda 
1985 : On 10 in spring from 20 Apr to 25 May. Always 1-4 birds except for 13 on 

23 Apr 15 on 8 May, both sightings over Dwejra (Malta). Singles on 9-10 Jun. 
In autumn, almost daiLy from 9-30 Sep when recorc'ed in single to Low double 
f Highest totals were of 19 on 20th<2 sites) and 29th(4 sites I. Singles 
in on 5-6th, 13th and 19th~ Most records from Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

1986 On 9 days in spring from 16 Apr to 31 May .. All sightings were of 1-2 but a few 
were seen inS. Malta on 3l~V1ay. 2 on 24 Jun at Dwejra (Malta) and singles at same 

on 10-11 Jul. In autumn almost daiLy from 7-28 Sep. In single to low double 
igures but 81 (2 sites) on 17th. 1-6 on 4 dates in Oct up to 26th. ).1ost records 

from Dwejra !Malta) and Buskett. 

SL.ACK K ll E Milvus miqrans As tun ! swed 
1985 : 1 at Ghadira on 29 Mar, then singles on lOth and 24 Apr and on 25 May, 

8 sightings on 5 dates from 13-22 Sep; singles, but 5 (2 sites) on 20th. 
ionaL flock of 66 over Buskett on 9 Oct~ 

1986 <Maltal on 10 Apr, then singles at Luqa on 20 Apr and daily on 
Jun. Singles on 7th, 15th and 17th, and 2 on 18 Sep. Autumn records from 

Buskett and Dwejra (Malta). 

EGYP1! AN VUL lURE Neophron percnopt.erus ,A,vu L tun 
1935 : Si over Ghadira on 8th and over ~)\vejra ) on 14 Apr; and at 3uskett 

on Sep. 

SHORl-lOEO EAGLE Circaetus gallicus Ajkla Bajda 
1985 I at Buskett on 20th, then I over Dwejra (Mal tal and Buskett on 22 Sep '"ere 

probably the same bird. 1 shot at sea on 26 Oct. 
1986 51 over Buskett on 13th and over Dwejra (Malta) on 22 Sep. 2 at Buskett 

on Oct. 

MARSH HARR! ER Circus aeruginosus Baghadam Ahmar 
'i985 : I on 3 Mar; then 32 sightings on 26 days from 14 Mar to 23 May (almost daily from 

21 Mar to 10 Aprl; mostly 1-5 but 17 Jt 1a' Oali /Dwejra area on 28th and 9 on 14 
Mar; 1, injured, found on 26 Jun. In autumn 1 on 28 Aug~ Then on most days from 9 

to 13 Oct; highest totals were of 33 13 sites) on 15th, 81 <5 sites) on 16th, 
5 sites) on 17th and 31 12 sites) on 20th, otherwise 1-9. 1 on 29 Oct. Most 
autumn records from Buskett and Dwejra (Malta). 

1986 Spring passage from 3 Mar to 28 May when there were 34 sightings on 25 days, with a 
from 23 Mar to 7 Apr when almost dai Highest 12 at Dwejra on :5 Apr, other-
1-4. In autumn almost daily from Sep, mostly 1-12 but 32 ( 4 s:i'es) on 

20th and 17 on 12th. Singles on 5th, 5th and 12 Oct.. Almost all autumn records 
from Dwejra n~al ta) and BusketL 

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus Bughadam AbJad Prim 
1985 1 male at Wied Oirda on 3 Apr. 
1986 : 2 different m2les at Dwejra. !Malta) on 1st and another at same place on 16 Apr. 

P/\LL \ D HARR! ER Circus macrourus Bughadam Abjad 
1986 : I male at Luqa on 26 Mar. 

f!,o:n AGU 1 S HARP 1 ER Circus pygargus Buahadam Gr i z 
1985 : Recorded only in Apr: 7 at la 1 oall, ;, at Zejtun and 1 at Xemxlja on 19th; and 1 at 

Dwejra (Malta) on 25th. 
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1986 Only I record: I at Chadwick Lakes on 7 Seo. 

'RING1AIL' HARRIERS Circus sp. 
1985 1 on 28 Mar and 1-3 on 7 dates on 8-28 Apr. Singles on 12 Sep and 12 Oct. 
1986 : Singles on 5 dates from 1-25 Apr but 8 were shot at Wardija on 17th. In autumn 

singles on 5 dates from 7-23 Sep and on 26 Oct. Most records at Buskett and Dwejra. 

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparvier 
1985 : 2 at Buskett on 22nd and 1 at Ghadira on 29 Sep, 

and 1 at Sarraflu on 9 Nov. 

BUZZARD Buteo buteo Kuccarda Prima 

again at Buskett on 13 Oct, 

1985 Singles at Buskett on 22nd and at Ghadira on 29 Sep; I on 2 Oct over Dwejra (Malta). 
1986 : I over Dwejra (Mal tal on 16 Sep. 

LESSER-SP011 ED EAGLE Aguila pomarina 
1986 : I over Buskett on 21 Sep. 

Ajkla tat-Tikki 

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus Arpa 
1985 : Singles at Ghadira on 21 Mar, at Owejra !Malta) on 16th (shot) and at Ghadira on 

18 Apr. In autumn recorded daily on 13-17 Sep; singles but 2 on 16th. Sighted at 
Buskett and Rabat. Singles at Dwejra (Malta) on 26th and 28 Sep. 

1986 1 at Gharb on 31 Aug, then in Sep singles at Ghadira on 9th, at Qammieh and Rabat 
on 20th, and over Buskett on 28th. 

'BROADWINGS' 
1985 3 on 19 Apr. On I days in Sep from 8-29th with 13 over Ghadira on 16th highest. 

I on 26 Oct. 
1986 I on 17th and 5 on 28 Mar. Singles on 4th and 17 Apr and on 12th and 14 May. 

on 31 Aug, then on 10 dates in Sep from 2nd to 28th; mostly 1-5. I on 9 Oct" 

LESSER KES1REL Falco naumanni Spanjulett Sekond 
1985 Only recorded in autumn: on 10 dates from 14 Sep to 13 Oct; mainly singles but 2 on 

14 Sep. :'lost records from Buskett. 
1986 In spring singles on 26 Mar at Xaghra and on 5 Apr at Lunzjata. 2 at Buskett on 19th 

and 1 at Dwejra iMaltal on 20 Sep. 

KES1REL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulett 
1985 : 2 at Dwjera (Malta) on 8 Jan and singles on 3 dates in Feb in same area. First in 

spring on 11 Mar, then 40 sightings on 34 days from 20 Mar to 3 Jun- daily from 
18-25 May. Only in low single figures with 6 at Dwejra (Malta) on 26 Mar highest. 
In autumn 1 on 31 Aug, then almost daily from 13 to S Nov; in low single figures, 
highest 7 on 26 Sep at Dwejra (Malta). Singles on and 21 Nov and on 29-30 Dec. 

1986 Singles on 6th and 14 Jan, I on 1st and 1-2 on 21-22 Feb. Spring p2 
Mar to 31 May; almost daily from 26 Mar to 16 Apr. 1here were 42 si 
days, always in low single figures, highest 6 at 1a' Oali on~ Apr, 
In autumn 1 on 23 Aug, then on most days from 7 Sep to 31 Oct; mainly 1-5 but 8 
on 20 Sep and 17 Oct at Dwejra (Malta). Singles in Nov on 7th, 8th,15th and 25th; 
then 4 sightings in Dec from 7th to 29th; singles but 6 at Siggiewi on 22nd. 

RED-FOOlED FALCON Falco vespertinus Zumbre ll 
1985 I on 20th and 2 on 28 Apr;then singles on 4 dates in May from lOth to 23rd. 
1986 : 1 at Owejra iMaLta) on 22 May; then singles on 3rd and 9 Jun. 2 at Buskett on 

MERLIN 
1985 : 

HOBBY 
1985 : 

17 Sep. 

Falco columbarius Seqer ta 1 Denbu 
seen at a taxidermist on 30 Oct. 

Falco subbuteo Seqer tal-Hannieqa 
Singles on 15-16 Apr; then 2 on 16th and singles on 18th and 21 May. In autumn 
singles on 31 Aug and 3 Sep, then almost daily in Sep from lith to 29th; mainly 1-6 
but 9 on 16th and 7 on 28th. Singles on 4 dates in Oct from 5-13th. Most records 
from Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

1986 Singles on 5 dates from 7-23 Apr, on 18 l~ay and on 3 Jun. In autumn 19 sightings 
on 13 dates from 3rd to 27 Sep; mainly 1-3 but 5 on 10th and 17th. I on 
3 on 12th and 1 on 17 Oct. ~lost at Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

ELEONORA'S FALCON 
1985 : Singles at 

Falco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
Rabat on 9th and at Bingemma on 26 Jun; I at Dwejra IMaltaJ on 31 Aug 
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?OCHARD Aythya ferina Brajmla 
-!986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 16 Sep. 

ERRUGINOUS DUCK Ay-thya nyroca Srajmla t"Ghajnha Bajda 
985 Singles at Ghadira on 16 Mar and 1 Dec. 
986 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Apr. 

cnidentified DUCKS Anas sp. 
1985 : I on 4 Jan, 20-35 on 4-5th and 24 Mar,,on 7th and 12-13 Apr, Singles 

on 12th and 21st, 14 on 23rd and 50 on 26 Oct off Ghadira. On 7 dates from 
1-27 Nov mostlv off or over Ghadira but 60+ off Ahrax on 27th. I on 15 Dec, 

1986 : 200 off Cirkew~a on 20 ,"!ar, then on 3 dates from 31 Mar to 3 ~.pr with 250 off 
Benghisa on 3 Apr. I on 21st and 18 off Del imara on 28 Sep. On 3 dates in Oct: 
13 on 12th, 14 on 14th and 20 on 24th.. 1hen on 7 dates from 2 Nov to 30 Dec 
(almost daily on i4-21 ~"ov) with 50· at Grand Harbour on 2 Dec highest. 

HONEY BUZZARD Pernis apivorus Kuccarda 
1985 : On 10 in spring from 20 Apr to 25 May. Always 1-4 birds except for 13 on 

23 Apr 15 on 8 May, both sightings over Dwejra (Malta). Singles on 9-10 Jun. 
In autumn, almost daiLy from 9-30 Sep when recorc'ed in single to Low double 
f Highest totals were of 19 on 20th<2 sites) and 29th(4 sites I. Singles 
in on 5-6th, 13th and 19th~ Most records from Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

1986 On 9 days in spring from 16 Apr to 31 May .. All sightings were of 1-2 but a few 
were seen inS. Malta on 3l~V1ay. 2 on 24 Jun at Dwejra (Malta) and singles at same 

on 10-11 Jul. In autumn almost daiLy from 7-28 Sep. In single to low double 
igures but 81 (2 sites) on 17th. 1-6 on 4 dates in Oct up to 26th. ).1ost records 

from Dwejra !Malta) and Buskett. 

SL.ACK K ll E Milvus miqrans As tun ! swed 
1985 : 1 at Ghadira on 29 Mar, then singles on lOth and 24 Apr and on 25 May, 

8 sightings on 5 dates from 13-22 Sep; singles, but 5 (2 sites) on 20th. 
ionaL flock of 66 over Buskett on 9 Oct~ 

1986 <Maltal on 10 Apr, then singles at Luqa on 20 Apr and daily on 
Jun. Singles on 7th, 15th and 17th, and 2 on 18 Sep. Autumn records from 

Buskett and Dwejra (Malta). 

EGYP1! AN VUL lURE Neophron percnopt.erus ,A,vu L tun 
1935 : Si over Ghadira on 8th and over ~)\vejra ) on 14 Apr; and at 3uskett 

on Sep. 

SHORl-lOEO EAGLE Circaetus gallicus Ajkla Bajda 
1985 I at Buskett on 20th, then I over Dwejra (Mal tal and Buskett on 22 Sep '"ere 

probably the same bird. 1 shot at sea on 26 Oct. 
1986 51 over Buskett on 13th and over Dwejra (Malta) on 22 Sep. 2 at Buskett 

on Oct. 

MARSH HARR! ER Circus aeruginosus Baghadam Ahmar 
'i985 : I on 3 Mar; then 32 sightings on 26 days from 14 Mar to 23 May (almost daily from 

21 Mar to 10 Aprl; mostly 1-5 but 17 Jt 1a' Oali /Dwejra area on 28th and 9 on 14 
Mar; 1, injured, found on 26 Jun. In autumn 1 on 28 Aug~ Then on most days from 9 

to 13 Oct; highest totals were of 33 13 sites) on 15th, 81 <5 sites) on 16th, 
5 sites) on 17th and 31 12 sites) on 20th, otherwise 1-9. 1 on 29 Oct. Most 
autumn records from Buskett and Dwejra (Malta). 

1986 Spring passage from 3 Mar to 28 May when there were 34 sightings on 25 days, with a 
from 23 Mar to 7 Apr when almost dai Highest 12 at Dwejra on :5 Apr, other-
1-4. In autumn almost daily from Sep, mostly 1-12 but 32 ( 4 s:i'es) on 

20th and 17 on 12th. Singles on 5th, 5th and 12 Oct.. Almost all autumn records 
from Dwejra n~al ta) and BusketL 

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneus Bughadam AbJad Prim 
1985 1 male at Wied Oirda on 3 Apr. 
1986 : 2 different m2les at Dwejra. !Malta) on 1st and another at same place on 16 Apr. 

P/\LL \ D HARR! ER Circus macrourus Bughadam Abjad 
1986 : I male at Luqa on 26 Mar. 

f!,o:n AGU 1 S HARP 1 ER Circus pygargus Buahadam Gr i z 
1985 : Recorded only in Apr: 7 at la 1 oall, ;, at Zejtun and 1 at Xemxlja on 19th; and 1 at 

Dwejra (Malta) on 25th. 
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1986 Only I record: I at Chadwick Lakes on 7 Seo. 

'RING1AIL' HARRIERS Circus sp. 
1985 1 on 28 Mar and 1-3 on 7 dates on 8-28 Apr. Singles on 12 Sep and 12 Oct. 
1986 : Singles on 5 dates from 1-25 Apr but 8 were shot at Wardija on 17th. In autumn 

singles on 5 dates from 7-23 Sep and on 26 Oct. Most records at Buskett and Dwejra. 

SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Sparvier 
1985 : 2 at Buskett on 22nd and 1 at Ghadira on 29 Sep, 

and 1 at Sarraflu on 9 Nov. 

BUZZARD Buteo buteo Kuccarda Prima 

again at Buskett on 13 Oct, 

1985 Singles at Buskett on 22nd and at Ghadira on 29 Sep; I on 2 Oct over Dwejra (Malta). 
1986 : I over Dwejra (Mal tal on 16 Sep. 

LESSER-SP011 ED EAGLE Aguila pomarina 
1986 : I over Buskett on 21 Sep. 

Ajkla tat-Tikki 

OSPREY Pandion haliaetus Arpa 
1985 : Singles at Ghadira on 21 Mar, at Owejra !Malta) on 16th (shot) and at Ghadira on 

18 Apr. In autumn recorded daily on 13-17 Sep; singles but 2 on 16th. Sighted at 
Buskett and Rabat. Singles at Dwejra (Malta) on 26th and 28 Sep. 

1986 1 at Gharb on 31 Aug, then in Sep singles at Ghadira on 9th, at Qammieh and Rabat 
on 20th, and over Buskett on 28th. 

'BROADWINGS' 
1985 3 on 19 Apr. On I days in Sep from 8-29th with 13 over Ghadira on 16th highest. 

I on 26 Oct. 
1986 I on 17th and 5 on 28 Mar. Singles on 4th and 17 Apr and on 12th and 14 May. 

on 31 Aug, then on 10 dates in Sep from 2nd to 28th; mostly 1-5. I on 9 Oct" 

LESSER KES1REL Falco naumanni Spanjulett Sekond 
1985 Only recorded in autumn: on 10 dates from 14 Sep to 13 Oct; mainly singles but 2 on 

14 Sep. :'lost records from Buskett. 
1986 In spring singles on 26 Mar at Xaghra and on 5 Apr at Lunzjata. 2 at Buskett on 19th 

and 1 at Dwejra iMaltal on 20 Sep. 

KES1REL Falco tinnunculus Spanjulett 
1985 : 2 at Dwjera (Malta) on 8 Jan and singles on 3 dates in Feb in same area. First in 

spring on 11 Mar, then 40 sightings on 34 days from 20 Mar to 3 Jun- daily from 
18-25 May. Only in low single figures with 6 at Dwejra (Malta) on 26 Mar highest. 
In autumn 1 on 31 Aug, then almost daily from 13 to S Nov; in low single figures, 
highest 7 on 26 Sep at Dwejra (Malta). Singles on and 21 Nov and on 29-30 Dec. 

1986 Singles on 6th and 14 Jan, I on 1st and 1-2 on 21-22 Feb. Spring p2 
Mar to 31 May; almost daily from 26 Mar to 16 Apr. 1here were 42 si 
days, always in low single figures, highest 6 at 1a' Oali on~ Apr, 
In autumn 1 on 23 Aug, then on most days from 7 Sep to 31 Oct; mainly 1-5 but 8 
on 20 Sep and 17 Oct at Dwejra (Malta). Singles in Nov on 7th, 8th,15th and 25th; 
then 4 sightings in Dec from 7th to 29th; singles but 6 at Siggiewi on 22nd. 

RED-FOOlED FALCON Falco vespertinus Zumbre ll 
1985 I on 20th and 2 on 28 Apr;then singles on 4 dates in May from lOth to 23rd. 
1986 : 1 at Owejra iMaLta) on 22 May; then singles on 3rd and 9 Jun. 2 at Buskett on 

MERLIN 
1985 : 

HOBBY 
1985 : 

17 Sep. 

Falco columbarius Seqer ta 1 Denbu 
seen at a taxidermist on 30 Oct. 

Falco subbuteo Seqer tal-Hannieqa 
Singles on 15-16 Apr; then 2 on 16th and singles on 18th and 21 May. In autumn 
singles on 31 Aug and 3 Sep, then almost daily in Sep from lith to 29th; mainly 1-6 
but 9 on 16th and 7 on 28th. Singles on 4 dates in Oct from 5-13th. Most records 
from Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

1986 Singles on 5 dates from 7-23 Apr, on 18 l~ay and on 3 Jun. In autumn 19 sightings 
on 13 dates from 3rd to 27 Sep; mainly 1-3 but 5 on 10th and 17th. I on 
3 on 12th and 1 on 17 Oct. ~lost at Dwejra (Malta) and Buskett. 

ELEONORA'S FALCON 
1985 : Singles at 

Falco eleonorae Bies tar-Regina 
Rabat on 9th and at Bingemma on 26 Jun; I at Dwejra IMaltaJ on 31 Aug 
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then daily on 13~16th and 3 on 24th and 28th !all at BuskeitJ and 
1 at (fVraLta) on 29 Sep. 2 at Rarnla 

1986 : 1 .::ot i on 24 Mar and 1 or: F i l f l a on 8 dales 
ALL records end singles on :2th, 15-16th, 19-20th, 25th 

CMalta) and Buskett. 

PEREGRINE Falco Bie.s 
4 Aug. 1985 1 at 

1986 : Ferha on 6 Jut, at 
on 15 Oct. 2 on 17 

sa or, 23 Aug, at Dwejra {Malta) on 23 Sep 

Unidentified FALCONS Falco sp~ 

ou~ 1 L 
1985 : 

1986 

les on !5th, 19th 
on 5 devs from 28 

Coturnix coturnix Summiena 
Si at Luqa on 11th and at Gharghur 
17 from 2 Mar to 7 all single 
Camino on 1 . 1 at (Malta) on 
On 7 dates in from to 31st when 
ihen singles ar Camino on 26 Apr and at 

Aug, and on 10 days from 2nd to 28 
2 on 9th and ca. 7 or. 17 Oct. [Jiost 
1 on 14 Nov at Oammteh. 

on 15 Feb. Spri 21 sightings on 
for 5 aT 24 ~'Jar and 4 at 

In autumn 1 at same Lace on 17 Sep. 
irds mainly recorded 3 on 9th. 

Dwejra (Malta) on 1 May and 11 Sep. 

~<IAl ER RAIL Rallus aquaticus GalLozz tax-Xitwa 
1985 : 1-3 at Ghadira Jan and Feb and up to 19 Mar. Singles on 28 Jul and on 8 

to 22 Sep, buT 3 on 21 Sep. lhen to 15 from 4 Oct 
from Gnad ira exceot for 1 at ><emx i on 7 Nov. 

1986 l-5 at Ghadira on most from 1 Jan to 28 Mar. First autumn record on 23 
then aLmost daily at ra from 25th onwards. Mainly U;J to 10 birds but max of 
on a few dates in Nov-Dec. 2 records outside Ghadira: 1 at Lunzjata on 5 Oct and 1 
at Xemxija on 9 Dec. 

SP011 ED CRA.KE 
1985 : Si 

Porzana porzana Gullozz at-l ikki 
at Ghadira on 5 dates from 3 Jan to 6 Feb. 

at Ghadira on 15 dates tram 1 Oct io 26 Dec, 
2 at Chadwick Lakes on 12 Oct 

but 3 on 19-20 Oct and 2 or 
14 Nov. 

1986 at Ghadlra on 23 15 Feb and 8 Mar. lhen 1 at 26 Sep and 1 

ira on 17 ddtes from Nov t~ 11 Dec but 2 were seen 1 record out-
side Ghadira. 1 at bingemma on 30 !\lov. 

L lll L E CRf\KE Porzana parva GaL Lozz 
at Gnadira on 11 Mar; 

Ghadira on 30 Oct,, 
1985 Si 16th and 30 Nov; on lsi and 22 Dec. 
1986 : 

COR:~CI~AK~ CJ.'ex crex Gal Lozz ahPlar 
1985 2 at C~1adwic~ Lakes on 12 Oct. 

~¥JOI"\HEN 

1985 : 

1986 

C:IJOl 

Gallinula chloropus GalLozz Jswed 
On mos7 days OT Ghadira fror1 1 Jan io 21 Hay with max of 16 on 1 Jan. 1-5, 
frorr! 26 Mar. recoros outside Ghadira: 1 at i<!rkop un 18th and 2 at Val 
on 23 Mar. or: 2-3 Jun at Ghadlra. lr~ autumn, 1-4 on 11 oates from :21 Sep to 
Oct, then daily fron• 29 Oct to 31 Dsc. Main~y up to 15 birds ~ut 20 on 9th and 21 
Dec. ALL autumn records from Gnadl~a except for 1-2 at Xemxija on 3-8 Nov. Af 
le.Jst lwo oairs br·ed in c; (see Il-Merill 24, p.20). 
Almost daily at Gnadira fror:1 1 w;+h max of 10 counted on 4 days, then 
or. 1Cl daies from 5 Apr io 22 May; mainly 1-2 but 3 on 5 Aor. Only L1 singles 
recorded outside Ghadira in 1'-':ar and Aor. 1 on 16 JuL then 1-2 on 14 da:-es frOiT· 
Scp to 4 Oct but 6 at Ghajnsielem on 13tt~. AL~ost Ly 
onwards witn max of 10 o~ 3 in Dec. Oth 
on 6 Nov and 4 a~ M'XlokK on One pair 

taL-Bahar 

~ at 2·'8ugia 
24 J p. ?0). 

Fulica atra l igi 
Or: l y recorded f rof'l ira: up tc 9 in Jan-Feo, +hen decreasing gradually fro~ 
L a:s feu to 25 r·J,ar. 
Apr to Sep tu+ 2 on 
1 C bv 3 ·~ 

Do bird remained when si 
1-4 froffi 1 Oct, 

A+ Ghadira u~ to 10 in J3~ and 9 in Feb de=reasinc from 
15 ~dr. Only u~~~l irrjured bird re~ained, occasi;n~l 

24 

occasion a LL·)r f· ic0~ 1 1 

6 OG 2 Nov increasing to 

~f;ar and u L L 

fhroughout 
i ng oy 

~')ep, 
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but 2 were seen on 20th and 22 increasinq to 3 on 19 Nov. lhen 4 on 3rd 
increasing to 8 on 30 Deco 2 at Xemxija-on 16 !~ov and 3 near Filfla on i2 Dec 
were the only records outside Ghadira. 

CRANE Crus grus Grawwa 
1985 : On 3 dates in Jar. : 14 o·ver larxien on 2nd, 30+ over 

on 4th, and 35+ over Bingemrna on 9th. lhen 3 at 
south Malta and 14 over Ghadira 

and 2 at Buskett on 5i 
1 over Dwejra and Benghisa or 19th 1 1 shot at and 15 at Benghisa on 
all in Oct. 

1986 6 over Dwejra (Malta) on 15 Mar in lng. 2 on 8th and 3 at Hal Far on 9th; 5 
over Mosta and 3 at B'Buaia on 26 ca. 30 over Sia. Lucia on 5 Nov and sin;ls-s 
in Dec a.t Ghadira on 18th and over Oammieh on 28th. -

OY51 ERCAl CHER Haematopus ostralegus GaL L ina taL -Bahar 
1985 8 at Exiles on 2nd and 1 ln Comino Channel on 16 fl,ug. 
1986 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Sep. 

Fras-servjent BLACK-WINGED 51 Ill Himantopus himantopus 
1985 : 3 records in Mar: 5 on 11th at Ghadi 

Ghadira. lhen 1~2 daily from 1st to 
on 23th, all in P..or at Ghadira. 

2 shot at Mistra on 15th and 1 on 29th at 
15 on 9th, 3 on 16-17th, 1 on 19th and 15 

1986 Only recorded from Ghadira: 4 on '1st and 16 Mar, 2 on 29 !Vtay and 2 on 15 Aug. 

,O..VOCEl Recurvirostra avosetta Xi fa 
1985 Si on 9-10 May; or1 18th and 20 Aug; and on 3 Dec. ALL et Ghadira except 

the lrd on 20 Aug which was at Oawra. 
1986 1 shot offshore on 9 Nov. 

SlONE CURLE\~/ Burhinus oedicnemus lelLerita 
1986 : Singles at la' Zuta on Mar and 1 shoi at Owejra OIJaLtal on 31 Dec. 

PRAl INCOLl Glareola pratincola 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira or, 17 Apr. 

Pernicjotta 

L! ll LE R! NGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius MonakeL La 
198~· : 1 at Ghadira on 1st, 12tn and 21 Jan. On spring 

to 20 Apr; mal up to 8 b~t max of 10 on 3 days 
8 days from 28 to 1S 1 on 29 Jun" On 

almost daiLy from 7 
at Shadira. i-2 on 

from 9 Jul to 

ro'lar 

1 Sep; mainly but max 12 at Ghadira on 13 
recorded from 11 Sep to 25 Oct with max of 7 at 

n frequently 
otherwise 1-4. 

1 on 2 Nov~ tvlost records throughout the frorr Ghadira~ 
1986 : Single fi max 5, almost dally at ira from 1 Mar to 29 Apr, then -3 on 

in sl on 5 days in Jun-. On autumn on most rorr: 2 Jul 

to Oct with max 6 at SaLina on ·11 Aug~ Oct, 7th 1 hJov. 
Few records outside Ghadira. 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula iV\onakeLLa Prima 
1985 2 at Ghadira on 28 ~liar, tnen 1-3 on 16 days from 10 Aor to 31 

from 13 JuL to 20 1-3 on 9 from 15 Sep to 20 Oct 
1986 Singles on 1st and then 1~2 from 30 Apr to 15 

2 at Salina on 25 Jul, singles 1th and 28 Auq and 
7-29 Seo" ~',ost at Ghadira. -

Charadrius alexandrinus Suwed 

1-2 on days 
ira. 

at Ghadira. 
days from 

on 15 Jan, 14 Jun, 19 Sep and on 4 
on 7th, 24th and 29 Jun, on J9~2Dth 

:3 Oct, all uf Ghadira. 
Jul; on 11 Auq and o~ 4th 

ALL records from Salina and Ghadira. 

DOll EREL Cllaradrius morinellus B i rw ina 
1985 2 sighti of si on 21 !V1ar. lhen singles on 6 dates from 12 5Gp to 6 Oct, 

and on and 30 
1986 Singles on 30 Sep at Dwejra !M0Lial, on 24 Oct at Ghallis and on 6 Nov at Ghadira. 

GOLDEN PLOVER 
1985 : On 11 

40 at 

Pluvialis apricaria 
from 28 Oct io 26 

on 18 Nov. 

Pluviere 
1-5 but 11 at Dwejr.J cr~1aL ta) Or; 17th ar:d 

on 0 Gee. 
1986 1 at Ghallls on 24 Mar. 21 at Uwejra (l~altal on 26 Dei, then or 7 days from d-29 

Nov; singles but ca. 10 at Del imara on 9th and 6 ai Oammieh on 14th. 
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then daily on 13~16th and 3 on 24th and 28th !all at BuskeitJ and 
1 at (fVraLta) on 29 Sep. 2 at Rarnla 

1986 : 1 .::ot i on 24 Mar and 1 or: F i l f l a on 8 dales 
ALL records end singles on :2th, 15-16th, 19-20th, 25th 

CMalta) and Buskett. 

PEREGRINE Falco Bie.s 
4 Aug. 1985 1 at 

1986 : Ferha on 6 Jut, at 
on 15 Oct. 2 on 17 

sa or, 23 Aug, at Dwejra {Malta) on 23 Sep 

Unidentified FALCONS Falco sp~ 

ou~ 1 L 
1985 : 

1986 

les on !5th, 19th 
on 5 devs from 28 

Coturnix coturnix Summiena 
Si at Luqa on 11th and at Gharghur 
17 from 2 Mar to 7 all single 
Camino on 1 . 1 at (Malta) on 
On 7 dates in from to 31st when 
ihen singles ar Camino on 26 Apr and at 

Aug, and on 10 days from 2nd to 28 
2 on 9th and ca. 7 or. 17 Oct. [Jiost 
1 on 14 Nov at Oammteh. 

on 15 Feb. Spri 21 sightings on 
for 5 aT 24 ~'Jar and 4 at 

In autumn 1 at same Lace on 17 Sep. 
irds mainly recorded 3 on 9th. 

Dwejra (Malta) on 1 May and 11 Sep. 

~<IAl ER RAIL Rallus aquaticus GalLozz tax-Xitwa 
1985 : 1-3 at Ghadira Jan and Feb and up to 19 Mar. Singles on 28 Jul and on 8 

to 22 Sep, buT 3 on 21 Sep. lhen to 15 from 4 Oct 
from Gnad ira exceot for 1 at ><emx i on 7 Nov. 

1986 l-5 at Ghadira on most from 1 Jan to 28 Mar. First autumn record on 23 
then aLmost daily at ra from 25th onwards. Mainly U;J to 10 birds but max of 
on a few dates in Nov-Dec. 2 records outside Ghadira: 1 at Lunzjata on 5 Oct and 1 
at Xemxija on 9 Dec. 

SP011 ED CRA.KE 
1985 : Si 

Porzana porzana Gullozz at-l ikki 
at Ghadira on 5 dates from 3 Jan to 6 Feb. 

at Ghadira on 15 dates tram 1 Oct io 26 Dec, 
2 at Chadwick Lakes on 12 Oct 

but 3 on 19-20 Oct and 2 or 
14 Nov. 

1986 at Ghadlra on 23 15 Feb and 8 Mar. lhen 1 at 26 Sep and 1 

ira on 17 ddtes from Nov t~ 11 Dec but 2 were seen 1 record out-
side Ghadira. 1 at bingemma on 30 !\lov. 

L lll L E CRf\KE Porzana parva GaL Lozz 
at Gnadira on 11 Mar; 

Ghadira on 30 Oct,, 
1985 Si 16th and 30 Nov; on lsi and 22 Dec. 
1986 : 

COR:~CI~AK~ CJ.'ex crex Gal Lozz ahPlar 
1985 2 at C~1adwic~ Lakes on 12 Oct. 

~¥JOI"\HEN 

1985 : 

1986 

C:IJOl 

Gallinula chloropus GalLozz Jswed 
On mos7 days OT Ghadira fror1 1 Jan io 21 Hay with max of 16 on 1 Jan. 1-5, 
frorr! 26 Mar. recoros outside Ghadira: 1 at i<!rkop un 18th and 2 at Val 
on 23 Mar. or: 2-3 Jun at Ghadlra. lr~ autumn, 1-4 on 11 oates from :21 Sep to 
Oct, then daily fron• 29 Oct to 31 Dsc. Main~y up to 15 birds ~ut 20 on 9th and 21 
Dec. ALL autumn records from Gnadl~a except for 1-2 at Xemxija on 3-8 Nov. Af 
le.Jst lwo oairs br·ed in c; (see Il-Merill 24, p.20). 
Almost daily at Gnadira fror:1 1 w;+h max of 10 counted on 4 days, then 
or. 1Cl daies from 5 Apr io 22 May; mainly 1-2 but 3 on 5 Aor. Only L1 singles 
recorded outside Ghadira in 1'-':ar and Aor. 1 on 16 JuL then 1-2 on 14 da:-es frOiT· 
Scp to 4 Oct but 6 at Ghajnsielem on 13tt~. AL~ost Ly 
onwards witn max of 10 o~ 3 in Dec. Oth 
on 6 Nov and 4 a~ M'XlokK on One pair 

taL-Bahar 

~ at 2·'8ugia 
24 J p. ?0). 

Fulica atra l igi 
Or: l y recorded f rof'l ira: up tc 9 in Jan-Feo, +hen decreasing gradually fro~ 
L a:s feu to 25 r·J,ar. 
Apr to Sep tu+ 2 on 
1 C bv 3 ·~ 

Do bird remained when si 
1-4 froffi 1 Oct, 

A+ Ghadira u~ to 10 in J3~ and 9 in Feb de=reasinc from 
15 ~dr. Only u~~~l irrjured bird re~ained, occasi;n~l 

24 

occasion a LL·)r f· ic0~ 1 1 

6 OG 2 Nov increasing to 

~f;ar and u L L 

fhroughout 
i ng oy 

~')ep, 
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but 2 were seen on 20th and 22 increasinq to 3 on 19 Nov. lhen 4 on 3rd 
increasing to 8 on 30 Deco 2 at Xemxija-on 16 !~ov and 3 near Filfla on i2 Dec 
were the only records outside Ghadira. 

CRANE Crus grus Grawwa 
1985 : On 3 dates in Jar. : 14 o·ver larxien on 2nd, 30+ over 

on 4th, and 35+ over Bingemrna on 9th. lhen 3 at 
south Malta and 14 over Ghadira 

and 2 at Buskett on 5i 
1 over Dwejra and Benghisa or 19th 1 1 shot at and 15 at Benghisa on 
all in Oct. 

1986 6 over Dwejra (Malta) on 15 Mar in lng. 2 on 8th and 3 at Hal Far on 9th; 5 
over Mosta and 3 at B'Buaia on 26 ca. 30 over Sia. Lucia on 5 Nov and sin;ls-s 
in Dec a.t Ghadira on 18th and over Oammieh on 28th. -

OY51 ERCAl CHER Haematopus ostralegus GaL L ina taL -Bahar 
1985 8 at Exiles on 2nd and 1 ln Comino Channel on 16 fl,ug. 
1986 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Sep. 

Fras-servjent BLACK-WINGED 51 Ill Himantopus himantopus 
1985 : 3 records in Mar: 5 on 11th at Ghadi 

Ghadira. lhen 1~2 daily from 1st to 
on 23th, all in P..or at Ghadira. 

2 shot at Mistra on 15th and 1 on 29th at 
15 on 9th, 3 on 16-17th, 1 on 19th and 15 

1986 Only recorded from Ghadira: 4 on '1st and 16 Mar, 2 on 29 !Vtay and 2 on 15 Aug. 

,O..VOCEl Recurvirostra avosetta Xi fa 
1985 Si on 9-10 May; or1 18th and 20 Aug; and on 3 Dec. ALL et Ghadira except 

the lrd on 20 Aug which was at Oawra. 
1986 1 shot offshore on 9 Nov. 

SlONE CURLE\~/ Burhinus oedicnemus lelLerita 
1986 : Singles at la' Zuta on Mar and 1 shoi at Owejra OIJaLtal on 31 Dec. 

PRAl INCOLl Glareola pratincola 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira or, 17 Apr. 

Pernicjotta 

L! ll LE R! NGED PLOVER Charadrius dubius MonakeL La 
198~· : 1 at Ghadira on 1st, 12tn and 21 Jan. On spring 

to 20 Apr; mal up to 8 b~t max of 10 on 3 days 
8 days from 28 to 1S 1 on 29 Jun" On 

almost daiLy from 7 
at Shadira. i-2 on 

from 9 Jul to 

ro'lar 

1 Sep; mainly but max 12 at Ghadira on 13 
recorded from 11 Sep to 25 Oct with max of 7 at 

n frequently 
otherwise 1-4. 

1 on 2 Nov~ tvlost records throughout the frorr Ghadira~ 
1986 : Single fi max 5, almost dally at ira from 1 Mar to 29 Apr, then -3 on 

in sl on 5 days in Jun-. On autumn on most rorr: 2 Jul 

to Oct with max 6 at SaLina on ·11 Aug~ Oct, 7th 1 hJov. 
Few records outside Ghadira. 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius hiaticula iV\onakeLLa Prima 
1985 2 at Ghadira on 28 ~liar, tnen 1-3 on 16 days from 10 Aor to 31 

from 13 JuL to 20 1-3 on 9 from 15 Sep to 20 Oct 
1986 Singles on 1st and then 1~2 from 30 Apr to 15 

2 at Salina on 25 Jul, singles 1th and 28 Auq and 
7-29 Seo" ~',ost at Ghadira. -

Charadrius alexandrinus Suwed 

1-2 on days 
ira. 

at Ghadira. 
days from 

on 15 Jan, 14 Jun, 19 Sep and on 4 
on 7th, 24th and 29 Jun, on J9~2Dth 

:3 Oct, all uf Ghadira. 
Jul; on 11 Auq and o~ 4th 

ALL records from Salina and Ghadira. 

DOll EREL Cllaradrius morinellus B i rw ina 
1985 2 sighti of si on 21 !V1ar. lhen singles on 6 dates from 12 5Gp to 6 Oct, 

and on and 30 
1986 Singles on 30 Sep at Dwejra !M0Lial, on 24 Oct at Ghallis and on 6 Nov at Ghadira. 

GOLDEN PLOVER 
1985 : On 11 

40 at 

Pluvialis apricaria 
from 28 Oct io 26 

on 18 Nov. 

Pluviere 
1-5 but 11 at Dwejr.J cr~1aL ta) Or; 17th ar:d 

on 0 Gee. 
1986 1 at Ghallls on 24 Mar. 21 at Uwejra (l~altal on 26 Dei, then or 7 days from d-29 

Nov; singles but ca. 10 at Del imara on 9th and 6 ai Oammieh on 14th. 
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GREY PLOVER Pluvia..lis squatarola PLuviera Pastarda 
1935 2 at la' Oali on 'I Oct 1 then 3 on 22 Nov and 2 on 1 Dec at Ghadirae 
1986 : i at Ghadira on 12 May~ 

LAPWING 
1985 : 

Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
11 at Zejtun and 8 at Mosta on 10th and 20 at Luqa on 12 Jan, .~gain 10 at Luqa 
on 11th and singles at Ghadira on 17-23 Feb. 1 at Benghisa on 13 Oct, then on 
days from 7th to 30 Nov, max 10 at 1a' Pinu on 10th. 

1986 1-2 at Luqa on 15th and 21 Jan, then on 6 days in Feb from 12-27th, highest 11 at 
Luqa on 16th. 4 at Qammieh on 25 Oct, then on 10 days from 5 Nov to 29 Dec; single· 
figures but 18 on 25th and 25 on 29 Nov, and 30 at la' Qali on 26 Dec. 

Sanderling Calidxis alba PisoiseLLa Bajda 
1985 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Oct. 

Lll1LE S11N1 Calidris minuta lertuxa 
1985 : Singles at Ghadira on 23 Feb, 12 f~ar and from 30 Mar to 2 Apr, then almost daily 

from 10 Apr to 14 Jun; single to low double figures with max of 15 at Ghadira on 
18 May. Most at Ghadira. 1hen again almost daily (most at Ghadira) from L'2 jun 
to 31 Dec; double figures only on 7 days in Aug-Sep with max of 17 at 1a' Oal i 
on 6 Aug and 15 at Ghadira on 21 Sep. Only 1-5 fl-om 24 Sep onwards. 

1986 1-2 at Ghadira in Jan-Feb, then almost daily there from 1 Mar to 9 Jun. Highest 
45 at Ghadira on 4th and 27 at la' Oali on 14 ~1ay,,otherwise single to low double 
figures. 1-3 on 5 days from 13 Junto 8 JuL, then almost daily from 21 Jul to 
13 Sep; usually 1-10 but 20 at Salina on 1st and 17 at Ghadira on 4 Aug, 1-3 daily 
at Ghadira from 22 Sep to 9 Oct, then 1 or. 15th and from 27 Oct to 19 Nov, 

TE1v1M!NCK'S STINT Calidris temminckii lertuxa Griza 
1985 1 at Ghadira on 8 days from 13 Apr to 6 May,then 2 at Ramla Valley on 8-9th, 1 at 

Ghadira on 19th and 3 on 28th and I on 30 May at Salina. 1 at la' Oali on 19 Aug. 
1986 1 on 21st and 3 on 25th at Ghadira and 1 at Ramla Valley on 29-30th in Apr. 1hen 

singles at Ghadira on 19 May, 15 Jun, 27 Jul 1 21 .A.ug and 3rdj 8th and 17 Seo. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea Beggazzlna Hamre 
1985 : 1-2 on 6 dates from 9-21 Apr, then almost daily from 7-26 May. 30 on 9th 

and 20 on 10 otherwise 1-8. All at Ghadira except 1 at la' i on 16 Apr. 
Singles on l and on 5 days from 14-31 Aug. Most at Ghadira. 

1986 4 on 12th, then up to 7 on most days from 27 to 14 May, and singles on :24th and 

DUNLIN 
1985 : 

1986 : 

RUFF 
1985 

1986 : 

26 May, and on 15-16 Jun at Ghadira. 2 on 25 l and 1 on 11-13 Aug at Salina. 
3 on 12th and 1 on 30 Sep at Ghadira. 

Calidris alpina Beggazzina tat-1 izz 
1-2 at Ghadira from 4 Jan to 22 Mar. in autumn, singles on 26th and 29 Jul, then 
present almost daily at Ghadira from 4 to II Dec. HighesT 7 at Sal ina on 25th 
and 6 at Ghadira on 10 Sep, otherwise • 2-3 again at Ghadira from 21-29 Dec. 
Only 4 sightings outside Ghadira. 
1-3 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 26 Mar. In autumn singles on 20th and 25 .Jul, and 
1-5 almost daily from J-25 Aug. Again almost daily from 6 Sep to 21 Oct and from 
27 Oct to 7 Nov; max of 4 on 19-20 Sep 1• otherwise 1-3. 1 on 18 Nov. Except for 
6 sightings, aLL at Ghadira~ 

Philomachus pugnax Girwiel 
1 on 13th and 1-4 on 23-25 Feb, 1hen on most days from 3 Mar to 18 Jun; single 
figures but up to 10 on 31 Mar and 18-19 Apr. All records at Ghadira except for 
8 sightings from la' Qall and Luqa. Si'ngles on 6 days from 19 Jul to 23 Aug then 
1-3 almost daily at Ghadira from 10-28 Sep, 1 on 2 Oct. 
51 on 1st and 16-17 Mar. 5 on 2nd and 1 on 3-5th, and l-3 on 26-28 Apr. 1 on 

then almost daily, mainly at Ghadi from 11 May to 26 Jul; mostly 1-3 but 11 
at a' Oali on 24 May and 5 at Ghadira on Jun. Singles at Ghadira on 17 Aug, 
10th, 12th and 15 Sep. 1 at Lunzjata on I Nov. 

JfV2K SN l PE Lymnocryp-tes minimus C i nkonja 
1985 Singles at Xernxij_a on 4th and at Ghadira on 28 Oct, and again at Xemxija on 2 Nov 

and at Ghadira on 22 Dec. 
1986 at Wied Speranza on 9th and at Lunzjata on 10 Mar. 1 at Mosta on 20 Oct 

SNIPE 
1985 : 

Ghad ira on 

Gallinago gallinagc Bekkacc 
1 on 24 Jan; then on several days from 15 ~ar to 1 May, most at Ghadira. 

2E) 

Usually 
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1-2 but 3 on 15 Apr. I on 1-2nd, then 1-2 daily from 15-22 Sep at Ghadira. 1-2 on 
11 days from 25 Sep to 10 Nov. 

1986 Singles at Ghad ira on 2 Feb, 20 ~~ar and 7 Apr. Also 3 reoorted shot in ~lar and 2 
on 14 May. I on 23 Aug, then 1-2 on 5-11 Sep and frequently from 23 to 31 Oct. 
Singles on 7th and 29 Nov and 2 on 9 Dec. Only 3 sightings outside ira. 

GREAl SNIPE Gallinago media 
1985 : 1 at Ghad ira on 4 Apr. 

Bekkacc ta' Mejju 

Gallina WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola 
1985 Singles on 15 Feb, 19 
1986 : I on 15 Oct, then 1-2 

Oct, 23rd and 25 Nov; and on 8 Dec. 
on 9 days from 26 Oct to 30 Nov. Most records from Ghadira 

and Bingemma. 

BLACK-lAILED GODWI1 Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim 
1985 : 1 on 13 Mar, then 1-2 daily from 30 Mar to 5 Apr, but a flock of 10 on 30 i~ar. 

All at Ghadira. 

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus Gurlin Zghir 
1985 : 4 shot at sea on 26 Oct. 

CURLEW Numenius arquata Gurlin 
1985 2 at Luqa on 18 Apr, 8 at Oawra on 2 Aug and 2 on 29th and 11 on 30 Oct at Benghisa. 
1986 : 1 at Benghisa on 30 Mar and 2 at Ghallis on 29 Nov. 

SP011 ED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus Cuvett 
1985 I on 27-29th and 2 on 30 Mar; singles on 17th, 19th and 28 Apr; 27th and 29 Jun; 

7 Jul; 8th and 19 Aug; 18th and 21 Nov. All at Ghadira. 
1986 Singles at Ghadira on 3 ~lar, 9 Apr and 18 Jun. 

REDSHANK Tringa totanus Pluverott 
1985 : All sightings from Ghadira: 1-2 almost daily from 23 Mar to 3 Apr and 1 on 18 Apr. 

2 on 22nd and I on 27 Jun, then almost daily from 3 Jul to 6 Aug; usually 1-2 but 
3 on 23 Jul. 1 on 13 Sep. 10 on 8th, then singles from 10-30 Nov but 2 on 26 Nov. 
1 record outside Ghadira: 1 on 3 Jul at 1a' Cali. 

1986 Singles at Ghad1ra on 5th and 8 Mar and 8 i~ay. 1hen 1-3 daily from 10-24 Jun and 
singles on 9 days from 27 Jun to 31 Aug, on 2nd and 9 Sep; on 22nd, 27th and 28 Oct 
and on 6 Nova Most records from Ghadira. 

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis Cewcewwa Zqhira 
1985 : 1-2 on 20-21st and I on 25 Apr; and 1 on 17 Sep. All at Ghadira. 

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia Cewcewwa 
1985 : 1 daily from 27 Mar to 4 Apr and 1-3 on most days from 13 Apr to 11 May. Almost 

daily from 29 Junto 21 Jul; singles except for 2 on 13 Jul. lhen 1 on 9 days from 
12 Aug to 1 Sep. All records,except for 3 autumn sightings, from Ghadira. 

1986 Singles at Ghadira on 27 Apr and at Salina on 9 Jun. lhen singles at Shadira on 
18th and 30 Aug, and on 6 days in Sep from 2-22nd. I at Mistra on 4 Nov, 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus Swejda 
1985 : 1-3 on 17 dates from 5 Mar to 28 Apr, then 1 on 18th and 2 on 26 Jun. On most days 

from 3 Jul to 7 Sep with a total of 32 sightings. Usually 1-3, but 4 on 16 P..ug. 
1-2 on 19-21 Sep and 1 on 13 Nov. Most from Ghadira and la' Qali. 

1986 1-3 on 19 dates from 5 Mar to 2 May; then singles at Ghadira on 15 May, 21st and 
25 Jun. 1-2 on 6 dates from 9-23 Jul and almost daily from 31 Jul to 3 Sep; usually 
1-4 but 5 at Ghadira on 5 Aug and 6 Sep. Singles at Ghadira on 16 Sep, 6th, 28th 
and 31 Oct, 6th and 28 Nov. 

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola Pespus tal-Bahar 
1985 1 on 17th, then almost daily from 26 Mar to 13 on 

14th and 14 on 21 Apr, and 12 on 9 en 26 and 
2-7 Jun~ On several days in autumn 1-3, but at 
Ghadira on 21 Aug. 1-3 on 3 dates from ira and la' Oal i. 

1986 Singles at Ghadira on 19th and 28 Mar. lhen 28 sightings of 1-4 on 21 dates from 
I Apr to 15 May. Singles on 27 May, 20th, 26th and 29 Jun. On most from 2 JuL 
to 12 Sep with 18 on 4 Jul and 8 on 4 Aug, both at Sal ina, highest; ise 1-4. 
1 on 21 Sep. 
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GREY PLOVER Pluvia..lis squatarola PLuviera Pastarda 
1935 2 at la' Oali on 'I Oct 1 then 3 on 22 Nov and 2 on 1 Dec at Ghadirae 
1986 : i at Ghadira on 12 May~ 

LAPWING 
1985 : 

Vanellus vanellus Venewwa 
11 at Zejtun and 8 at Mosta on 10th and 20 at Luqa on 12 Jan, .~gain 10 at Luqa 
on 11th and singles at Ghadira on 17-23 Feb. 1 at Benghisa on 13 Oct, then on 
days from 7th to 30 Nov, max 10 at 1a' Pinu on 10th. 

1986 1-2 at Luqa on 15th and 21 Jan, then on 6 days in Feb from 12-27th, highest 11 at 
Luqa on 16th. 4 at Qammieh on 25 Oct, then on 10 days from 5 Nov to 29 Dec; single· 
figures but 18 on 25th and 25 on 29 Nov, and 30 at la' Qali on 26 Dec. 

Sanderling Calidxis alba PisoiseLLa Bajda 
1985 : 1 at Ghadira on 27 Oct. 

Lll1LE S11N1 Calidris minuta lertuxa 
1985 : Singles at Ghadira on 23 Feb, 12 f~ar and from 30 Mar to 2 Apr, then almost daily 

from 10 Apr to 14 Jun; single to low double figures with max of 15 at Ghadira on 
18 May. Most at Ghadira. 1hen again almost daily (most at Ghadira) from L'2 jun 
to 31 Dec; double figures only on 7 days in Aug-Sep with max of 17 at 1a' Oal i 
on 6 Aug and 15 at Ghadira on 21 Sep. Only 1-5 fl-om 24 Sep onwards. 

1986 1-2 at Ghadira in Jan-Feb, then almost daily there from 1 Mar to 9 Jun. Highest 
45 at Ghadira on 4th and 27 at la' Oali on 14 ~1ay,,otherwise single to low double 
figures. 1-3 on 5 days from 13 Junto 8 JuL, then almost daily from 21 Jul to 
13 Sep; usually 1-10 but 20 at Salina on 1st and 17 at Ghadira on 4 Aug, 1-3 daily 
at Ghadira from 22 Sep to 9 Oct, then 1 or. 15th and from 27 Oct to 19 Nov, 

TE1v1M!NCK'S STINT Calidris temminckii lertuxa Griza 
1985 1 at Ghadira on 8 days from 13 Apr to 6 May,then 2 at Ramla Valley on 8-9th, 1 at 

Ghadira on 19th and 3 on 28th and I on 30 May at Salina. 1 at la' Oali on 19 Aug. 
1986 1 on 21st and 3 on 25th at Ghadira and 1 at Ramla Valley on 29-30th in Apr. 1hen 

singles at Ghadira on 19 May, 15 Jun, 27 Jul 1 21 .A.ug and 3rdj 8th and 17 Seo. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea Beggazzlna Hamre 
1985 : 1-2 on 6 dates from 9-21 Apr, then almost daily from 7-26 May. 30 on 9th 

and 20 on 10 otherwise 1-8. All at Ghadira except 1 at la' i on 16 Apr. 
Singles on l and on 5 days from 14-31 Aug. Most at Ghadira. 

1986 4 on 12th, then up to 7 on most days from 27 to 14 May, and singles on :24th and 

DUNLIN 
1985 : 

1986 : 

RUFF 
1985 

1986 : 

26 May, and on 15-16 Jun at Ghadira. 2 on 25 l and 1 on 11-13 Aug at Salina. 
3 on 12th and 1 on 30 Sep at Ghadira. 

Calidris alpina Beggazzina tat-1 izz 
1-2 at Ghadira from 4 Jan to 22 Mar. in autumn, singles on 26th and 29 Jul, then 
present almost daily at Ghadira from 4 to II Dec. HighesT 7 at Sal ina on 25th 
and 6 at Ghadira on 10 Sep, otherwise • 2-3 again at Ghadira from 21-29 Dec. 
Only 4 sightings outside Ghadira. 
1-3 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 26 Mar. In autumn singles on 20th and 25 .Jul, and 
1-5 almost daily from J-25 Aug. Again almost daily from 6 Sep to 21 Oct and from 
27 Oct to 7 Nov; max of 4 on 19-20 Sep 1• otherwise 1-3. 1 on 18 Nov. Except for 
6 sightings, aLL at Ghadira~ 

Philomachus pugnax Girwiel 
1 on 13th and 1-4 on 23-25 Feb, 1hen on most days from 3 Mar to 18 Jun; single 
figures but up to 10 on 31 Mar and 18-19 Apr. All records at Ghadira except for 
8 sightings from la' Qall and Luqa. Si'ngles on 6 days from 19 Jul to 23 Aug then 
1-3 almost daily at Ghadira from 10-28 Sep, 1 on 2 Oct. 
51 on 1st and 16-17 Mar. 5 on 2nd and 1 on 3-5th, and l-3 on 26-28 Apr. 1 on 

then almost daily, mainly at Ghadi from 11 May to 26 Jul; mostly 1-3 but 11 
at a' Oali on 24 May and 5 at Ghadira on Jun. Singles at Ghadira on 17 Aug, 
10th, 12th and 15 Sep. 1 at Lunzjata on I Nov. 

JfV2K SN l PE Lymnocryp-tes minimus C i nkonja 
1985 Singles at Xernxij_a on 4th and at Ghadira on 28 Oct, and again at Xemxija on 2 Nov 

and at Ghadira on 22 Dec. 
1986 at Wied Speranza on 9th and at Lunzjata on 10 Mar. 1 at Mosta on 20 Oct 

SNIPE 
1985 : 

Ghad ira on 

Gallinago gallinagc Bekkacc 
1 on 24 Jan; then on several days from 15 ~ar to 1 May, most at Ghadira. 

2E) 

Usually 
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1-2 but 3 on 15 Apr. I on 1-2nd, then 1-2 daily from 15-22 Sep at Ghadira. 1-2 on 
11 days from 25 Sep to 10 Nov. 

1986 Singles at Ghad ira on 2 Feb, 20 ~~ar and 7 Apr. Also 3 reoorted shot in ~lar and 2 
on 14 May. I on 23 Aug, then 1-2 on 5-11 Sep and frequently from 23 to 31 Oct. 
Singles on 7th and 29 Nov and 2 on 9 Dec. Only 3 sightings outside ira. 

GREAl SNIPE Gallinago media 
1985 : 1 at Ghad ira on 4 Apr. 

Bekkacc ta' Mejju 

Gallina WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola 
1985 Singles on 15 Feb, 19 
1986 : I on 15 Oct, then 1-2 

Oct, 23rd and 25 Nov; and on 8 Dec. 
on 9 days from 26 Oct to 30 Nov. Most records from Ghadira 

and Bingemma. 

BLACK-lAILED GODWI1 Limosa limosa Girwiel Prim 
1985 : 1 on 13 Mar, then 1-2 daily from 30 Mar to 5 Apr, but a flock of 10 on 30 i~ar. 

All at Ghadira. 

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus Gurlin Zghir 
1985 : 4 shot at sea on 26 Oct. 

CURLEW Numenius arquata Gurlin 
1985 2 at Luqa on 18 Apr, 8 at Oawra on 2 Aug and 2 on 29th and 11 on 30 Oct at Benghisa. 
1986 : 1 at Benghisa on 30 Mar and 2 at Ghallis on 29 Nov. 

SP011 ED REDSHANK Tringa erythropus Cuvett 
1985 I on 27-29th and 2 on 30 Mar; singles on 17th, 19th and 28 Apr; 27th and 29 Jun; 

7 Jul; 8th and 19 Aug; 18th and 21 Nov. All at Ghadira. 
1986 Singles at Ghadira on 3 ~lar, 9 Apr and 18 Jun. 

REDSHANK Tringa totanus Pluverott 
1985 : All sightings from Ghadira: 1-2 almost daily from 23 Mar to 3 Apr and 1 on 18 Apr. 

2 on 22nd and I on 27 Jun, then almost daily from 3 Jul to 6 Aug; usually 1-2 but 
3 on 23 Jul. 1 on 13 Sep. 10 on 8th, then singles from 10-30 Nov but 2 on 26 Nov. 
1 record outside Ghadira: 1 on 3 Jul at 1a' Cali. 

1986 Singles at Ghad1ra on 5th and 8 Mar and 8 i~ay. 1hen 1-3 daily from 10-24 Jun and 
singles on 9 days from 27 Jun to 31 Aug, on 2nd and 9 Sep; on 22nd, 27th and 28 Oct 
and on 6 Nova Most records from Ghadira. 

MARSH SANDPIPER Tringa stagnatilis Cewcewwa Zqhira 
1985 : 1-2 on 20-21st and I on 25 Apr; and 1 on 17 Sep. All at Ghadira. 

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia Cewcewwa 
1985 : 1 daily from 27 Mar to 4 Apr and 1-3 on most days from 13 Apr to 11 May. Almost 

daily from 29 Junto 21 Jul; singles except for 2 on 13 Jul. lhen 1 on 9 days from 
12 Aug to 1 Sep. All records,except for 3 autumn sightings, from Ghadira. 

1986 Singles at Ghadira on 27 Apr and at Salina on 9 Jun. lhen singles at Shadira on 
18th and 30 Aug, and on 6 days in Sep from 2-22nd. I at Mistra on 4 Nov, 

GREEN SANDPIPER Tringa ochropus Swejda 
1985 : 1-3 on 17 dates from 5 Mar to 28 Apr, then 1 on 18th and 2 on 26 Jun. On most days 

from 3 Jul to 7 Sep with a total of 32 sightings. Usually 1-3, but 4 on 16 P..ug. 
1-2 on 19-21 Sep and 1 on 13 Nov. Most from Ghadira and la' Qali. 

1986 1-3 on 19 dates from 5 Mar to 2 May; then singles at Ghadira on 15 May, 21st and 
25 Jun. 1-2 on 6 dates from 9-23 Jul and almost daily from 31 Jul to 3 Sep; usually 
1-4 but 5 at Ghadira on 5 Aug and 6 Sep. Singles at Ghadira on 16 Sep, 6th, 28th 
and 31 Oct, 6th and 28 Nov. 

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola Pespus tal-Bahar 
1985 1 on 17th, then almost daily from 26 Mar to 13 on 

14th and 14 on 21 Apr, and 12 on 9 en 26 and 
2-7 Jun~ On several days in autumn 1-3, but at 
Ghadira on 21 Aug. 1-3 on 3 dates from ira and la' Oal i. 

1986 Singles at Ghadira on 19th and 28 Mar. lhen 28 sightings of 1-4 on 21 dates from 
I Apr to 15 May. Singles on 27 May, 20th, 26th and 29 Jun. On most from 2 JuL 
to 12 Sep with 18 on 4 Jul and 8 on 4 Aug, both at Sal ina, highest; ise 1-4. 
1 on 21 Sep. 
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COMMON SANDPIPER lictitis hypoleucos ina t ar-R.okka 
1985 : Si at Gnadirc on 19 Jan and then almost daily at various 

si 19 Mar to 15 May; usual 10 at Ghadira on 16-17 Apr. 
Sj on 21st and 27 May. in frorr 1 JuL to 22 Sep, then on 
6 from 2r, to 6 Oct; mostLy in Grand Har~our on 4 Aug. 
Sinales o~ 10th 20 Nov. Peak in 

1986 Sin9Les at Oarnmieh on 25 Jan, 15ih and Feb and on 27-28 Mar. Recorded in si 
fi max almost daily fror., 2 to 15 1-f.ay, then singles on 4 days on 21 

on 3 at Salina on 20-27 Frequent from 4 Jul to 12 Oct witl max 
2 on 10 Sep, oiherwise 1-6. PeaK i; 1\ug. SlnsJLes at Xemxija on 16 Nov and at 

S L i em a on 7 Dec. 

POG~,A.R! NE SKUA Stercora.rius pomarinus 
1935: 1 on 15 Dec (dark phase). 

Ciefa te' Denbna 

GRE_Al SKU,C!, Stercorarius skua 
1986 : I ai Oammier, on 16 Feb. 

Ciefa KDira 

i'1ED ll t:RRAN!::AN GULL Larus melanocephalus Gaww i ja Rasha Sewda 
1985 1 on 17 Jan and 2 on 17 Oct at Ghadir2; 6 and 3 on 26-27 Nov and 1 and 10 on 15-16 

Dec ively 1 hi 10 at Grand Harbour on Last date. 
1936 On 14 between Jan and 2 ~'lar with 50 in Grand Harbour on 25 Jar and on 17 Feb 

st. 1 fourtd dead at Oammieh on 14 Nov, then on 7 dates ln Dec fror'l 2nd to 
ldai lyon 2Gtn-29thl. Single figures, but 30 at Oammieh on 27th. 

Lll1LE GLJLL Larus minutus Gawwija 
1985 Si on 4th and 17-18 Jan 

on Dec. 

ira 
Feb. 3 at Ghadira on 24 Nov and 1 ai Marse 

1936 1 at Msida on 5 Jan. at Ghallis on 
29 Nov; 2 on 25th and 1 at Oammieh on 

5 at M1 XLokk on 18tn and 
Dec. 

at Ghallls on 

SLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
1985 : Recorded frequently fn Jan and ~eb 

to low double but 100 on 8 
then on 

16 

in Mar, last on 24th. 
on 20 Ju11, 18 Jul and ~5 A.ug. 

max of 300 at Grand Harbour on 

Single 
3 on 

1986 200-400 in ~arbours in Jan-Feb out 800+ in Grand Harbour on 25 Jan. 1-5 on 6 dates 
in Mar to 27th, but 20 on 12th. 2 at Ghadira on 11 Jun and 10 Jul. 1 on 29 Oct; 
2 on 2nd, tner1 from 7 Nov onwards, mainly in harbours but aLso around the coast. 
tAax 300 at Marsa on 12 Dec. 

SLENDER-BILLED GULL Larus genei 
198~ Singles a: Ghadira on 1 
1986 Singles ar Ghadira on 

AIJDOU I '5 GULL Larus audouinii 
1986 i at C i rkewwa on 27 Oct. 

Gawwlja Geddumha q 
and dai from 29 to 17 
~1ay and Jul; 2 at ida 

Gawwija Geddumha Anmar 

L~SSER 8 ACK-8ACKCD GULL Larus fuscus Gawwi Dahrha lswed 
1985 5 on 4 dates frorr 1-21 1 on 1 and 2 siohti 
1986 5 ai Oammleh on 27 Mar at St. Paul 1 s Bay on-18 

YLLLQV\1-LEGG[D GULL Larus cachinnans Gawwija Prima 

1 at Oammieh on 27 Dec. 

of singles on 15 Dec. 

1985 Recorded frequently in harbours and along coast wl~ 
breeding in mid-,Jun~ VJinteri in Low double 
m~d-Jul and Oct, when birds the oreedi 

a max count of 300 at Filfla 
figures. Few sighl"!ngs between 
colonies. 

1986 : Present a L L f rre for a per 1 od between L 
few siqhi i numbers in wintering 
28 iJec and on 24 Jan. 

Jun and miC-Oct when onLv a 
months v.Jith 50 at Oammleh on 

ILLED lCRN Gelochelidon nilotica Cirlewwa Geddurnha Ohxon 
1935 : Singles at Ghadira on 26 and 1 Jun and at Ramla Bay on 7 Nov. 
1986 ~i~yles at Cirkewwa on 16 and at Ghadlra on 2 Jul. 

CAS~:, 1 f\J~ l [RI~ S-ee rna caspia C i r LevJWa Prima 
1926 1 at G~adira on 30 May. 

5!\NUVi I 1 ER:\J Sterna sandvicensis Cirlewwa tax-Xitwa 
Singles aT Ghadir2 on 6 Oct, at Marfa on 26 Nov and at Oawra on 18 Dec. 
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1986 1 at Oamrnieh on 25 Jan and 3 at SL iema on 14 Feb. 2 at Oalet f•1arku on 28 Sep and 
1 on 31 Oct. lhen on 7 days from 8-25 Nov, witfl 3 af Ghall is on 16th; othenvise 
1-2. 3 sightings of singles on 27-28 Dec. 

LlllLE lERN Sterna albifrons CirLewwa Zghira 
i 985 : 1 at Bahar i c-Caghaq on 24 Jul. 

\IJH ISKEREO 1 ERN Chlidonias hybridus C i r lewwa o i l-fV:ust ace i 
1985 : 2 on 30 May and 1 on 9 Ju~ at Ghadlra. 

BLACK lERN Chlidonias niger C i r lewv.,·a Sewda 
1985 I at Ghad ira on 11 and 1 offshore on 15 Sep. 
1986 : Singles on 17 Jul ( ) and on 5 Aug at Sali~a and at Ghallis on 16 Nov. 

VVH 11 E-\'1 I NGEO BLACK 1 ERN Chlidonias leucopterus 
~1 985 Singles at Ghadira on 1st and at Xemxi 
1986 : Sinales at Ghadlra on 10 May and o~ 1 

Cirlewwa tal-Gewnah Abjad 
oc 16 ~lay. 

Oct. 

ROCK DOVE Columba livia 1udun taL-GebeL 
~986 : 1, probably of wild stock 1 at Higra r:-erha on 6 Jul. 

WOODPJGEON Columba palumbus ludun tas-Sigar 
1985 : 1 at la' Zuta on 19 May. 

lURlLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur Gamiema 
1985: 1 on :st, then almost daily from 12 Aor to end of ~1ay. 

figures but a heavy passage occurred on 28 /\pr when 'tr 
various Localities in Malta and ca. 5000 at Xaghra, Gozo. 
Jun-Jul witn max of 5 at Buskett on 16 Jun. On most days 
usual 1-10 but 20 at Buskett on 16 Sep. 1 on 9 Oct and 
on 31 

to Low dout)le 
were siohied in 

1-2 at vari~us sites ir 
fro:c 22 /lug io 22 Sep; 
an unusually late bird 

1986 Recorded almost daily tram 4 Apr 1o 4 Jun 
max of 60 at Ghadira on 26 Apr. Si 

to Low double figures bu1 with 
4 at Busketi or' 1:,th, 

throughout Jun. Singl son 3 dates 20 Jul to 
20 Auo to 21 in s ngle fj but 30 at Chadwick 

then Oil Most day::_ fror.1 
or· 7 Sep ar.d 15 ~.;. 

on 31 1- or. 3 from 27 3ep to~ Oct. 

CUCKOO cuculus canorus Daqquqc Kahla 
1985 Sightings of 1-2 dai from 12-16th and 

Ghadira on 12 29 
on 1b /\pr, ng LeS on 1 ~'iay a-:-

1986 18 slghtings of on 15 from 10 
area. 1 at Bingemma on and 1 at 

ro 25 
or, 

mostLy from ~we:;jra/Binger:-1r.1o 

Jun. Sin;Les or 51 Juc. 7 
21st and 30 Sep. 

BARN OWL Tyto alba Barbaaann 
1985 3 signtings of single~ at two sires in Gozo in f\~ar and 
1936 Sightlngs in Gozo on 21-22 Jun, 9th and 23 Aug, 6 Scp 

3 shoi in Gozo on 19 Oc~. 

Kokl·\a 

1 snot OG 30 Oct. 
II Oci; all s i 

SCOPS OWL Otus scops 
1935 : 2 at Bingemma and 

Mtarfa on 12 Oct. 
at Comino on 30-31 March" Singles at Ghadi on 24 1\pr 

1986 Si on 17th and 29 ~'1ar and on 7 Apr. 
at Buskett on 30 Nov and 7 Dec. 

found dead ~i R2bat OG 1:~ Oct 
si 

SHORl-EAREO OWL Asia flrulli~eus Kokka 
1985 : 1 on 20 Jan, 2 shot on 29 Mar and 2 or' 2L; Oc: ond -; i ~g or, 2r!d 

1L Nov. 
1986 Singles at Oammieh on 31 ~Jiar and at Floriand or: 22 Sep" 

G;!GHlJAR Caprimulgus europeus 
!925 on 18th and .~pr, 

(!ViaL tal on 14th, anG 
May. In dufu~r 

Cnadwick Ldkes on 15 
f',USI\(:i t 0-\ 12 j h, c-Ji 

1986 recorded in spr [ ng: 1 at (~al on 20 Mar, ~~~9 
dca:J or1 

SIN i Fl 
1'?85 

; 6th, lOth 18i h, 24th and ~ay. 1 faun~ freshly 

!'-:pus apus Rundun 
1 or, B Jan_ Passage on most d-':lys frorn 20 Mar to 27 ·)ep ,md '-,incls', 

19 Oct Highest numbers in ~~ay and Auc wr-1en often in treb Lo f i 
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COMMON SANDPIPER lictitis hypoleucos ina t ar-R.okka 
1985 : Si at Gnadirc on 19 Jan and then almost daily at various 

si 19 Mar to 15 May; usual 10 at Ghadira on 16-17 Apr. 
Sj on 21st and 27 May. in frorr 1 JuL to 22 Sep, then on 
6 from 2r, to 6 Oct; mostLy in Grand Har~our on 4 Aug. 
Sinales o~ 10th 20 Nov. Peak in 

1986 Sin9Les at Oarnmieh on 25 Jan, 15ih and Feb and on 27-28 Mar. Recorded in si 
fi max almost daily fror., 2 to 15 1-f.ay, then singles on 4 days on 21 

on 3 at Salina on 20-27 Frequent from 4 Jul to 12 Oct witl max 
2 on 10 Sep, oiherwise 1-6. PeaK i; 1\ug. SlnsJLes at Xemxija on 16 Nov and at 

S L i em a on 7 Dec. 

POG~,A.R! NE SKUA Stercora.rius pomarinus 
1935: 1 on 15 Dec (dark phase). 

Ciefa te' Denbna 

GRE_Al SKU,C!, Stercorarius skua 
1986 : I ai Oammier, on 16 Feb. 

Ciefa KDira 

i'1ED ll t:RRAN!::AN GULL Larus melanocephalus Gaww i ja Rasha Sewda 
1985 1 on 17 Jan and 2 on 17 Oct at Ghadir2; 6 and 3 on 26-27 Nov and 1 and 10 on 15-16 

Dec ively 1 hi 10 at Grand Harbour on Last date. 
1936 On 14 between Jan and 2 ~'lar with 50 in Grand Harbour on 25 Jar and on 17 Feb 

st. 1 fourtd dead at Oammieh on 14 Nov, then on 7 dates ln Dec fror'l 2nd to 
ldai lyon 2Gtn-29thl. Single figures, but 30 at Oammieh on 27th. 

Lll1LE GLJLL Larus minutus Gawwija 
1985 Si on 4th and 17-18 Jan 

on Dec. 

ira 
Feb. 3 at Ghadira on 24 Nov and 1 ai Marse 

1936 1 at Msida on 5 Jan. at Ghallis on 
29 Nov; 2 on 25th and 1 at Oammieh on 

5 at M1 XLokk on 18tn and 
Dec. 

at Ghallls on 

SLACK-HEADED GULL Larus ridibundus 
1985 : Recorded frequently fn Jan and ~eb 

to low double but 100 on 8 
then on 

16 

in Mar, last on 24th. 
on 20 Ju11, 18 Jul and ~5 A.ug. 

max of 300 at Grand Harbour on 

Single 
3 on 

1986 200-400 in ~arbours in Jan-Feb out 800+ in Grand Harbour on 25 Jan. 1-5 on 6 dates 
in Mar to 27th, but 20 on 12th. 2 at Ghadira on 11 Jun and 10 Jul. 1 on 29 Oct; 
2 on 2nd, tner1 from 7 Nov onwards, mainly in harbours but aLso around the coast. 
tAax 300 at Marsa on 12 Dec. 

SLENDER-BILLED GULL Larus genei 
198~ Singles a: Ghadira on 1 
1986 Singles ar Ghadira on 

AIJDOU I '5 GULL Larus audouinii 
1986 i at C i rkewwa on 27 Oct. 

Gawwlja Geddumha q 
and dai from 29 to 17 
~1ay and Jul; 2 at ida 

Gawwija Geddumha Anmar 

L~SSER 8 ACK-8ACKCD GULL Larus fuscus Gawwi Dahrha lswed 
1985 5 on 4 dates frorr 1-21 1 on 1 and 2 siohti 
1986 5 ai Oammleh on 27 Mar at St. Paul 1 s Bay on-18 

YLLLQV\1-LEGG[D GULL Larus cachinnans Gawwija Prima 

1 at Oammieh on 27 Dec. 

of singles on 15 Dec. 

1985 Recorded frequently in harbours and along coast wl~ 
breeding in mid-,Jun~ VJinteri in Low double 
m~d-Jul and Oct, when birds the oreedi 

a max count of 300 at Filfla 
figures. Few sighl"!ngs between 
colonies. 

1986 : Present a L L f rre for a per 1 od between L 
few siqhi i numbers in wintering 
28 iJec and on 24 Jan. 

Jun and miC-Oct when onLv a 
months v.Jith 50 at Oammleh on 

ILLED lCRN Gelochelidon nilotica Cirlewwa Geddurnha Ohxon 
1935 : Singles at Ghadira on 26 and 1 Jun and at Ramla Bay on 7 Nov. 
1986 ~i~yles at Cirkewwa on 16 and at Ghadlra on 2 Jul. 

CAS~:, 1 f\J~ l [RI~ S-ee rna caspia C i r LevJWa Prima 
1926 1 at G~adira on 30 May. 

5!\NUVi I 1 ER:\J Sterna sandvicensis Cirlewwa tax-Xitwa 
Singles aT Ghadir2 on 6 Oct, at Marfa on 26 Nov and at Oawra on 18 Dec. 
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1986 1 at Oamrnieh on 25 Jan and 3 at SL iema on 14 Feb. 2 at Oalet f•1arku on 28 Sep and 
1 on 31 Oct. lhen on 7 days from 8-25 Nov, witfl 3 af Ghall is on 16th; othenvise 
1-2. 3 sightings of singles on 27-28 Dec. 

LlllLE lERN Sterna albifrons CirLewwa Zghira 
i 985 : 1 at Bahar i c-Caghaq on 24 Jul. 

\IJH ISKEREO 1 ERN Chlidonias hybridus C i r lewwa o i l-fV:ust ace i 
1985 : 2 on 30 May and 1 on 9 Ju~ at Ghadlra. 

BLACK lERN Chlidonias niger C i r lewv.,·a Sewda 
1985 I at Ghad ira on 11 and 1 offshore on 15 Sep. 
1986 : Singles on 17 Jul ( ) and on 5 Aug at Sali~a and at Ghallis on 16 Nov. 

VVH 11 E-\'1 I NGEO BLACK 1 ERN Chlidonias leucopterus 
~1 985 Singles at Ghadira on 1st and at Xemxi 
1986 : Sinales at Ghadlra on 10 May and o~ 1 

Cirlewwa tal-Gewnah Abjad 
oc 16 ~lay. 

Oct. 

ROCK DOVE Columba livia 1udun taL-GebeL 
~986 : 1, probably of wild stock 1 at Higra r:-erha on 6 Jul. 

WOODPJGEON Columba palumbus ludun tas-Sigar 
1985 : 1 at la' Zuta on 19 May. 

lURlLE DOVE Streptopelia turtur Gamiema 
1985: 1 on :st, then almost daily from 12 Aor to end of ~1ay. 

figures but a heavy passage occurred on 28 /\pr when 'tr 
various Localities in Malta and ca. 5000 at Xaghra, Gozo. 
Jun-Jul witn max of 5 at Buskett on 16 Jun. On most days 
usual 1-10 but 20 at Buskett on 16 Sep. 1 on 9 Oct and 
on 31 

to Low dout)le 
were siohied in 

1-2 at vari~us sites ir 
fro:c 22 /lug io 22 Sep; 
an unusually late bird 

1986 Recorded almost daily tram 4 Apr 1o 4 Jun 
max of 60 at Ghadira on 26 Apr. Si 

to Low double figures bu1 with 
4 at Busketi or' 1:,th, 

throughout Jun. Singl son 3 dates 20 Jul to 
20 Auo to 21 in s ngle fj but 30 at Chadwick 

then Oil Most day::_ fror.1 
or· 7 Sep ar.d 15 ~.;. 

on 31 1- or. 3 from 27 3ep to~ Oct. 

CUCKOO cuculus canorus Daqquqc Kahla 
1985 Sightings of 1-2 dai from 12-16th and 

Ghadira on 12 29 
on 1b /\pr, ng LeS on 1 ~'iay a-:-

1986 18 slghtings of on 15 from 10 
area. 1 at Bingemma on and 1 at 

ro 25 
or, 

mostLy from ~we:;jra/Binger:-1r.1o 

Jun. Sin;Les or 51 Juc. 7 
21st and 30 Sep. 

BARN OWL Tyto alba Barbaaann 
1985 3 signtings of single~ at two sires in Gozo in f\~ar and 
1936 Sightlngs in Gozo on 21-22 Jun, 9th and 23 Aug, 6 Scp 

3 shoi in Gozo on 19 Oc~. 

Kokl·\a 

1 snot OG 30 Oct. 
II Oci; all s i 

SCOPS OWL Otus scops 
1935 : 2 at Bingemma and 

Mtarfa on 12 Oct. 
at Comino on 30-31 March" Singles at Ghadi on 24 1\pr 

1986 Si on 17th and 29 ~'1ar and on 7 Apr. 
at Buskett on 30 Nov and 7 Dec. 

found dead ~i R2bat OG 1:~ Oct 
si 

SHORl-EAREO OWL Asia flrulli~eus Kokka 
1985 : 1 on 20 Jan, 2 shot on 29 Mar and 2 or' 2L; Oc: ond -; i ~g or, 2r!d 

1L Nov. 
1986 Singles at Oammieh on 31 ~Jiar and at Floriand or: 22 Sep" 

G;!GHlJAR Caprimulgus europeus 
!925 on 18th and .~pr, 

(!ViaL tal on 14th, anG 
May. In dufu~r 

Cnadwick Ldkes on 15 
f',USI\(:i t 0-\ 12 j h, c-Ji 

1986 recorded in spr [ ng: 1 at (~al on 20 Mar, ~~~9 
dca:J or1 

SIN i Fl 
1'?85 

; 6th, lOth 18i h, 24th and ~ay. 1 faun~ freshly 

!'-:pus apus Rundun 
1 or, B Jan_ Passage on most d-':lys frorn 20 Mar to 27 ·)ep ,md '-,incls', 

19 Oct Highest numbers in ~~ay and Auc wr-1en often in treb Lo f i 
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1986 
300 on 21 May and up to 200 on 4 May and 13 Aug. 
1 on 15 Feb; then on most days from 1 I Mar to 21 Sep, although almost daily from 
Late Mar to Late Jun and less frequently tltl mld-Sep. ~-1ostly in double figures 
but treble figures on 14 dates between mid-Apr and mid-Aug with max of 400 on 
3 Jun. Late birds on 5 Oct, 1 Nov !2) and 16 Dec. 

PALLID SWIFl Apus pallidus Rundun Kannelll 
1986 : 1 at Qormi on 16 Mar and 2+ at Bingemrna on 27 Au94 

ALPINE SWIFl Apus meLba Rundun Zaqqu Bajda 
1985 5 on 1st and 2 on 27 Apr; singles on 8th, 16th and 18 May; 1 on 10th and 2 on 

30 Jun; 2 on 4th and I on 20 Jul; 4 on 22 Seo. 
1986 1-3 on 10 days from 14 Mar to 30 Jun, then 1 on:; Aug .• Main autumn passage ln Sep 

with 9 sightings of 1-6 on 6 days frorn 8-27th. Singles on 5th and 12 Oct. Most 
autumn records from Dwejra (iv;alta). 

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis Ghasfur ta' San Martin 
1985 : 1-2 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 19 Mar. Singles on 11th, 18th and 25 ,Auq, then 1-3 

almost daily at Ghadira from 5 Sep to 12 ~ov, and singles on 23rd and 30 Nov and on 
1 Dec. Only 6 autumn sightings outside Ghadlra. 

1986 2 at Mgarr, Gozo on 1 Jan. From 20 J-..~L on autumn passage vYhen 1-2 almost daiLy at 
Ghadira to year end but up to 3 were present !n 13-10 Oct. i5 sightings outside 
Ghadira. 

BEE-EAlER 
1985 Only 
1986 : Poor 

Merops apias-ter Oerd in-Nahal 
recorded in May with l-5 on 8 days from 2-28th, but 15 on 2nd and 14 on 20th. 
year with only 4 sightings: 2 on 16th and on 23 May, 3 at Salina on 20 Jun and 
12 Sep. I on 

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug 
1985 : 5 i ng les at two different sites on 20 ,Apr, then 1 at Bahar I c-Caghaq on 14 Aug and 

1 at Buskett on 16 Sep. 
1986 Only recorded in singles: at Lunzjata on 19 Apr, at Ghadira on 9-10th and at 

Bingemma on 14 iViay. lhen at Dwejra (IVIalta) on 21 Jun and at Buskett (shot) on 

": l Sep. 

HOOPOE Upupa epops Oaqquqa tat-loppu 
of 1-3 on 17 dates from 14 Mar 

5th and 8 May. In autumn 1-2 on 
1985 : 1 at Selmun on 18 Jan. In spring 26 sighti 

1986 

WRYNECK 
1985 : 

1986 

to 13 Apr, then singles on 21 Apr and on I 
9 from 4 Aug to 16 Sep. 
35 ghtings on 22 dates from 2 Mar to 10 Aor; usually 1-2 but a max of 11 from 5 
sites on 1 Aor. lhen singles on 6 days from 26 Apr to 24 May. 1 at Dwejra <Malta) 
on 9-10 Jun and 15 si<jltings of 1-2 on 12 dates from 7 .~ug to 7 Sep. 

Jynx -torquilla Bulebbiet 
Singles at Ghadira, BusKett and Xemxija in Jan to 2 Feb. On spring migration on 
12 dates from 10 ivlar to 1 May (most in Apr); singles but 2 on Comino on 24 Mar. 
On most days from 1 Sep to 3 Decisingles till mid-Oct, then up to 4. Singles in Dec 
on 6 dates from 8th to 29th. 
Singles at two different sites on 4 Jan, at Ghadira on 7th and at Bingemma on 20 Feb~ 

in spring on 12 dates from 23 Har to 29 Apr; usually 1-2 but 3 on Camino on 6 APr. 
Singles on 8th and 10 fVlay. 1 on 31 Aug, then on most days from 2 Sep to 16 Dec 
with peaks of si ings on 4-15 Oct and 5-23 Nov. Always in singles e~cept for 
2 at Buskett on Oct. 

CP.,LANORA LARK Melanoc:orypha calandza Kalandra 
1985 : 1 ar Benghisa on 13 OcL 

SHORl-lOED LARK Calandrella brachydactyla Bilbla 
1985 : Present from 8 Mar to 22 Sep, with a few irregularly tlll 9 Oct~ !n single-

to low double figures, but max counts were of 100 on 27 May and 150 at la' Cenc 
on 24 Aug. Most passage birds in Apr and from mid-Aug to mid-Sep. Bred as 
usual. 

1986 irregularly from 3-13 Mar, then first sighting on 3 Apr and present till 29 Sep. 
Mostly in low double figures but 150 on Gozo (3 localities) on 30 May. Highest 
numbers of passage birds in Apr and from mid-Aug to Sep. 

~'JOODLARK Lullula arborea Cuqlajta 
1986 : 1 at Dwejra !Malta) on 11 Oct. 

30 

IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

SKYLARK 
1985 : 

Alauda arvensis Alwetta 
Wintering in small numbers (up to 8) in Jan-Feb,but a small return passage evident 
from lai'e Feb to late Mar when recorded more frequently in single figureso 1-2 on 
4 days on 1-7 Apr. 2 on 29 Sep, then almost daily from 2 Oct to mid-'·<ov with double 
figures from 12th and a max of 130 at Dwejra !Malta) on 26 Oct. Single figures 
afterwards till year end. 

1986 Up to 10 in Jan-Feb at a few sites but more frequently recorded in Mar to 18th, with 
20 on 13th highest. 1-2 on 14 dates from 25 Mar to 20 Apr. First autumn sighting 
on 2 Oct, then almost daily from 5 Oct to 17 Nov; mostly in double figures 
ca.300 !4 localities) on 26 Oct and 100• at Ghallis on 2 Nov. In sinale fiaures 
on a few dates till end of year. - -

SAND MARliN Riparia riparia Hawwiefa tax-Xtut 
1985 : 2 on 21 Mar and 1-3 on 5 days from 27 Mar to 5 Apr. lhen almost daily from 12 Apr to 

6 Jun; mainly double figures but max of 400 on 8-9 May. Poor autumn migration wito 
25 sightlngs on 14 dates from 12-30 Sep; mainly up to 10 but 20 at Dwejra !Malta) on 
27th. On 3 dates in Oct to 18th and 1 on 2 Nov. 

1986 2 on 16 Feb and singles on 4 days from 11-27 'lar. lhen almost daily from 4-30 .~pr 
and less frequent till 19 May; mostly in single to Low double figures with max of 
50 on 29-30 Apr and 11 May. 1-2 on 3 dates from 2-9 Jun. 1 on 3 Jul. In autumn 
on most dates from 28 Aug to 17 Oct with no clear peak; single or low double figures 
with 50 at Dwejra !Malta) on 16 Sep highest. 

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica Huttafa 
1985 : 1 on 2 Mar, then daily from 21 Mar to 27 May with a from mid-Apr to mid-May 

when treble figures on 12 dates, Highest on 9th ( in 5 localities) and 8th (600 
in 4 localities). Up to 10 on 7 dates from 1-18th and 4 on 29 Jun. 2 on 4th and 1 
on 8 Jul. In autumn 2 on 17 Aug, then on 6 dates till 8 Sep, after which daily 
till 10 Nov with a peak from mid-Sep to mid-Oct. 1"1ax of 400 at 8wejra (~1alta) 

on 12 Oct, otherwise in double to low treble figures. Singles on 29-30 Nov and on 
1st and 4 Dec. 

1986 I on 22-23 Feb; then daily from 8 Mar to 30 May with a peak in Apr. Max of 300 
at Ramla Valley on 29 Apr otherwise in double to low treble figures and up to 
30 in May. 1-5 on 7 dates from 2-24 Jun and si on lOth and 20 Jul. in 
autumn daily from 28 Aug to 1 Nov with a peak in Mostly in high double 
figures but in treble figures on most days in Oct with a max of 1000+ <2 Localities) 
on 15th and 500+ at Lunzjata on 11th. 1-3 on 7 days from 3-22 Nov. 

RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo daurica Reaina tal-Huttaf 
1985 1 at Bingemma on 18 May. · 
1986 : Singles on 10 Mar, on 4-5th and 7-8 Apr. 2 at Ramla 'Ialley on 28th and 30 Apr; 

then again singles on 11 May; 16 Sep and 12 Oct. 

HOUSE MARl IN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa 
1985 : 3 on 14th, then on 12 dates from 16 r~ar to 7 Apr ,,.,ith max of 40 on 30 "'ar hrghest. 

lhen on most days from 11 Apr to 3 Jun with a peak between late Apr- mid-May, max 
800 (from 4 localities) on 9th and ca.400 at Bingemma on 18 ~lay. 1-2 sighted 
regularly at Valletta between 17 Jun and 4 Jul unsuccessfully attempted to breed. 
In autumn on 21 dates from 12 Sep to 13 Nov; usually 1-5 but 150• and 20 on 11-12 
Oct at Dwejra !Malta) highest, 

1986 2 on 16th, 25 on 22nd and 1 on 23rd, all in Feb. 1 on 2nd, then on most 
7 Mar to 12 Jun (daily from 15 Apr to 2 May). Usually in single to mediur:1 
figures but max of 150 at Ramla Valley on 30 Apr. Singles on 18 Jun and 12 Jul. 
In autumn frequently seen from 7 Sep to 23 Oct; usually to 25 but 100 at Dwejra 
!Malta) on 8 Oct and 50 on 23 Sep. Singles on 26 Oct a late bird on 8 llec. 

lAWNY PIPI1 Anthus campes~ris Bilblun 
1985 : 1 on 8th and 2 sightings of 7 and 3 on 21 ~lar. ihen on 8 days from 1-27 

usually 1-2 but 10 at Cumnija on 20th. In autumn 12 sighti on 10 days 
1-25 Sep; singles but 5 on 11th and 3 on 21st, all at 

1986 2 on 29 Mar, then 1-2 on 3 dates from 5-13 Apr. In autumn ion 22 Aug, then 1-5 on 
11 days from 7-27 Sep. 

lREE PIPil An~hus trivialis Dizz 
1985 1 on 28 Feb, then singles on 10th and 17th and daily from 2'1 Mar to 22 Aor, with 

low double figures from first date; max of 50 on 30 Mar. 1-5 on most days till 8 
May. In autumn ion 23rd then almost daily from 30 Aug to 3 Nov 'Nith a max of 20 
on 20 Sep and 26 Oct, otherwise mostly fn single figureso 1 on 8 Nov. 
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1986 
300 on 21 May and up to 200 on 4 May and 13 Aug. 
1 on 15 Feb; then on most days from 1 I Mar to 21 Sep, although almost daily from 
Late Mar to Late Jun and less frequently tltl mld-Sep. ~-1ostly in double figures 
but treble figures on 14 dates between mid-Apr and mid-Aug with max of 400 on 
3 Jun. Late birds on 5 Oct, 1 Nov !2) and 16 Dec. 

PALLID SWIFl Apus pallidus Rundun Kannelll 
1986 : 1 at Qormi on 16 Mar and 2+ at Bingemrna on 27 Au94 

ALPINE SWIFl Apus meLba Rundun Zaqqu Bajda 
1985 5 on 1st and 2 on 27 Apr; singles on 8th, 16th and 18 May; 1 on 10th and 2 on 

30 Jun; 2 on 4th and I on 20 Jul; 4 on 22 Seo. 
1986 1-3 on 10 days from 14 Mar to 30 Jun, then 1 on:; Aug .• Main autumn passage ln Sep 

with 9 sightings of 1-6 on 6 days frorn 8-27th. Singles on 5th and 12 Oct. Most 
autumn records from Dwejra (iv;alta). 

KINGFISHER Alcedo atthis Ghasfur ta' San Martin 
1985 : 1-2 at Ghadira from 1 Jan to 19 Mar. Singles on 11th, 18th and 25 ,Auq, then 1-3 

almost daily at Ghadira from 5 Sep to 12 ~ov, and singles on 23rd and 30 Nov and on 
1 Dec. Only 6 autumn sightings outside Ghadlra. 

1986 2 at Mgarr, Gozo on 1 Jan. From 20 J-..~L on autumn passage vYhen 1-2 almost daiLy at 
Ghadira to year end but up to 3 were present !n 13-10 Oct. i5 sightings outside 
Ghadira. 

BEE-EAlER 
1985 Only 
1986 : Poor 

Merops apias-ter Oerd in-Nahal 
recorded in May with l-5 on 8 days from 2-28th, but 15 on 2nd and 14 on 20th. 
year with only 4 sightings: 2 on 16th and on 23 May, 3 at Salina on 20 Jun and 
12 Sep. I on 

ROLLER Coracias garrulus Farrug 
1985 : 5 i ng les at two different sites on 20 ,Apr, then 1 at Bahar I c-Caghaq on 14 Aug and 

1 at Buskett on 16 Sep. 
1986 Only recorded in singles: at Lunzjata on 19 Apr, at Ghadira on 9-10th and at 

Bingemma on 14 iViay. lhen at Dwejra (IVIalta) on 21 Jun and at Buskett (shot) on 

": l Sep. 

HOOPOE Upupa epops Oaqquqa tat-loppu 
of 1-3 on 17 dates from 14 Mar 

5th and 8 May. In autumn 1-2 on 
1985 : 1 at Selmun on 18 Jan. In spring 26 sighti 

1986 

WRYNECK 
1985 : 

1986 

to 13 Apr, then singles on 21 Apr and on I 
9 from 4 Aug to 16 Sep. 
35 ghtings on 22 dates from 2 Mar to 10 Aor; usually 1-2 but a max of 11 from 5 
sites on 1 Aor. lhen singles on 6 days from 26 Apr to 24 May. 1 at Dwejra <Malta) 
on 9-10 Jun and 15 si<jltings of 1-2 on 12 dates from 7 .~ug to 7 Sep. 

Jynx -torquilla Bulebbiet 
Singles at Ghadira, BusKett and Xemxija in Jan to 2 Feb. On spring migration on 
12 dates from 10 ivlar to 1 May (most in Apr); singles but 2 on Comino on 24 Mar. 
On most days from 1 Sep to 3 Decisingles till mid-Oct, then up to 4. Singles in Dec 
on 6 dates from 8th to 29th. 
Singles at two different sites on 4 Jan, at Ghadira on 7th and at Bingemma on 20 Feb~ 

in spring on 12 dates from 23 Har to 29 Apr; usually 1-2 but 3 on Camino on 6 APr. 
Singles on 8th and 10 fVlay. 1 on 31 Aug, then on most days from 2 Sep to 16 Dec 
with peaks of si ings on 4-15 Oct and 5-23 Nov. Always in singles e~cept for 
2 at Buskett on Oct. 

CP.,LANORA LARK Melanoc:orypha calandza Kalandra 
1985 : 1 ar Benghisa on 13 OcL 

SHORl-lOED LARK Calandrella brachydactyla Bilbla 
1985 : Present from 8 Mar to 22 Sep, with a few irregularly tlll 9 Oct~ !n single-

to low double figures, but max counts were of 100 on 27 May and 150 at la' Cenc 
on 24 Aug. Most passage birds in Apr and from mid-Aug to mid-Sep. Bred as 
usual. 

1986 irregularly from 3-13 Mar, then first sighting on 3 Apr and present till 29 Sep. 
Mostly in low double figures but 150 on Gozo (3 localities) on 30 May. Highest 
numbers of passage birds in Apr and from mid-Aug to Sep. 

~'JOODLARK Lullula arborea Cuqlajta 
1986 : 1 at Dwejra !Malta) on 11 Oct. 
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SKYLARK 
1985 : 

Alauda arvensis Alwetta 
Wintering in small numbers (up to 8) in Jan-Feb,but a small return passage evident 
from lai'e Feb to late Mar when recorded more frequently in single figureso 1-2 on 
4 days on 1-7 Apr. 2 on 29 Sep, then almost daily from 2 Oct to mid-'·<ov with double 
figures from 12th and a max of 130 at Dwejra !Malta) on 26 Oct. Single figures 
afterwards till year end. 

1986 Up to 10 in Jan-Feb at a few sites but more frequently recorded in Mar to 18th, with 
20 on 13th highest. 1-2 on 14 dates from 25 Mar to 20 Apr. First autumn sighting 
on 2 Oct, then almost daily from 5 Oct to 17 Nov; mostly in double figures 
ca.300 !4 localities) on 26 Oct and 100• at Ghallis on 2 Nov. In sinale fiaures 
on a few dates till end of year. - -

SAND MARliN Riparia riparia Hawwiefa tax-Xtut 
1985 : 2 on 21 Mar and 1-3 on 5 days from 27 Mar to 5 Apr. lhen almost daily from 12 Apr to 

6 Jun; mainly double figures but max of 400 on 8-9 May. Poor autumn migration wito 
25 sightlngs on 14 dates from 12-30 Sep; mainly up to 10 but 20 at Dwejra !Malta) on 
27th. On 3 dates in Oct to 18th and 1 on 2 Nov. 

1986 2 on 16 Feb and singles on 4 days from 11-27 'lar. lhen almost daily from 4-30 .~pr 
and less frequent till 19 May; mostly in single to Low double figures with max of 
50 on 29-30 Apr and 11 May. 1-2 on 3 dates from 2-9 Jun. 1 on 3 Jul. In autumn 
on most dates from 28 Aug to 17 Oct with no clear peak; single or low double figures 
with 50 at Dwejra !Malta) on 16 Sep highest. 

SWALLOW Hirundo rustica Huttafa 
1985 : 1 on 2 Mar, then daily from 21 Mar to 27 May with a from mid-Apr to mid-May 

when treble figures on 12 dates, Highest on 9th ( in 5 localities) and 8th (600 
in 4 localities). Up to 10 on 7 dates from 1-18th and 4 on 29 Jun. 2 on 4th and 1 
on 8 Jul. In autumn 2 on 17 Aug, then on 6 dates till 8 Sep, after which daily 
till 10 Nov with a peak from mid-Sep to mid-Oct. 1"1ax of 400 at 8wejra (~1alta) 

on 12 Oct, otherwise in double to low treble figures. Singles on 29-30 Nov and on 
1st and 4 Dec. 

1986 I on 22-23 Feb; then daily from 8 Mar to 30 May with a peak in Apr. Max of 300 
at Ramla Valley on 29 Apr otherwise in double to low treble figures and up to 
30 in May. 1-5 on 7 dates from 2-24 Jun and si on lOth and 20 Jul. in 
autumn daily from 28 Aug to 1 Nov with a peak in Mostly in high double 
figures but in treble figures on most days in Oct with a max of 1000+ <2 Localities) 
on 15th and 500+ at Lunzjata on 11th. 1-3 on 7 days from 3-22 Nov. 

RED-RUMPED SWALLOW Hirundo daurica Reaina tal-Huttaf 
1985 1 at Bingemma on 18 May. · 
1986 : Singles on 10 Mar, on 4-5th and 7-8 Apr. 2 at Ramla 'Ialley on 28th and 30 Apr; 

then again singles on 11 May; 16 Sep and 12 Oct. 

HOUSE MARl IN Delichon urbica Hawwiefa 
1985 : 3 on 14th, then on 12 dates from 16 r~ar to 7 Apr ,,.,ith max of 40 on 30 "'ar hrghest. 

lhen on most days from 11 Apr to 3 Jun with a peak between late Apr- mid-May, max 
800 (from 4 localities) on 9th and ca.400 at Bingemma on 18 ~lay. 1-2 sighted 
regularly at Valletta between 17 Jun and 4 Jul unsuccessfully attempted to breed. 
In autumn on 21 dates from 12 Sep to 13 Nov; usually 1-5 but 150• and 20 on 11-12 
Oct at Dwejra !Malta) highest, 

1986 2 on 16th, 25 on 22nd and 1 on 23rd, all in Feb. 1 on 2nd, then on most 
7 Mar to 12 Jun (daily from 15 Apr to 2 May). Usually in single to mediur:1 
figures but max of 150 at Ramla Valley on 30 Apr. Singles on 18 Jun and 12 Jul. 
In autumn frequently seen from 7 Sep to 23 Oct; usually to 25 but 100 at Dwejra 
!Malta) on 8 Oct and 50 on 23 Sep. Singles on 26 Oct a late bird on 8 llec. 

lAWNY PIPI1 Anthus campes~ris Bilblun 
1985 : 1 on 8th and 2 sightings of 7 and 3 on 21 ~lar. ihen on 8 days from 1-27 

usually 1-2 but 10 at Cumnija on 20th. In autumn 12 sighti on 10 days 
1-25 Sep; singles but 5 on 11th and 3 on 21st, all at 

1986 2 on 29 Mar, then 1-2 on 3 dates from 5-13 Apr. In autumn ion 22 Aug, then 1-5 on 
11 days from 7-27 Sep. 

lREE PIPil An~hus trivialis Dizz 
1985 1 on 28 Feb, then singles on 10th and 17th and daily from 2'1 Mar to 22 Aor, with 

low double figures from first date; max of 50 on 30 Mar. 1-5 on most days till 8 
May. In autumn ion 23rd then almost daily from 30 Aug to 3 Nov 'Nith a max of 20 
on 20 Sep and 26 Oct, otherwise mostly fn single figureso 1 on 8 Nov. 

31 



IL-MERILL No. 25 1988 

1986 Daicy sightings from 16 Mar to 19 with a oeak in Apr when in medium double 
figures with max of 70 (2 sites) on and 50 on Camino on 13th. ln aui·umn 1 on 
15th, then from 31 ~ug to 29 Oct (daily from 12 Sep to 20 Oct), !'lqstly in single 
figures but up to 20 on 23 Sep. 2 on 1st and 1 on '16 Nov. 

MEADOW PIP\l Anthus pratensis Pespus 
1985 : Wintering in many areas in Low double figures 

Small return passage rr:ost evident in 1'-'lar when 
of 100 on 9th. A few till 8 Apr.. 1 on i3th, 
from Late Oct - late Nov when occasionally in 
at la' Oali on 22 Nov. 

in Jan-Feb but max of 60 on 19 Feb. 
an l ncrease of daily sight i ngs and max 
then from 15 Oct onwards with a peak 
Low treble figures. tviax 150 

1986 Up to 30 in many places ln Jan-Feb with a smalL return passage evident from Late 
to early Apr. Low double figures daily ln Mar with a max of 50 on 7th and 20th. 
Last singles on 16 Apr. 1 on 5th and 2 on 12th, then daily from 14 Oct onwards. 
Peak in Late Oct- mid-Nov; occasionally in high double figures with max of 100 
on 26 Oct and I Nov. 

RED-lHROAlED PIPil Anthus cervinus Dizz Ahmar 
1985 Singles at two different sites on 30 ~'iar. lhen 1-5 on 7 dates tram 5-27 Apr. 

1-2 on 4 dates from 21 Oct to 7 Nov. 
1986 1 on 5 Feb, then 1-4 on 4 dates from 2-26 Apr and max of 10 a+ la' Gall on 2 May. 

1 on 24 ,~ug, then singles on 9 dates from 21 Sep to 6 Nov, with most in Oct. 

WAl ER 
1985 
1986 : 

PIP! 1 An:thus spinoletta D zz t a' L -I Lma 
Singles ai Ghadira on 23 Feb and 2-13 Oct. 
1 on 5 Jan at Ghadlra. Almost da ty at same place from 24 Oct to 8 Nov; 2 on 
28 Oct. otherwise singles~ 

YELLOW Motacilla flava ! star 
1985 : then on most days from 12 Mar to 3 Jun with a peak from to 

ml 60 at la' Oall on 8 May, otherwlse in single or Low double gures. 
days tram 10-30 Jun and 1 on 21 Jul. In c,utumn si figures from 

with daily sightings from 4 Sep to 19 Oct when up to occcsionally, but 
of at Salina on 11 Seo. 5 on 27 Oct then sinoles on 5 dates tlli. 6 Nov. 

1986: In 1 on 2 then 1-5 frequentl.y,becomlilg dally from 25 ~J:ar to 16 

GREY 
1985 

wi a till 27 Usually ln single to low oouble figures but a max 
on 8-9 Apr at la' Oal Singles on 11th and 16 Jun. ~~autumn 1 on 11th, then 
daily from 15 to 19 Oct with a peak from early Sep to mid-Oct. lllostly in 
double figures treble figures roost ng ar max 300 on 4 Oct. 
Singles on 3 dates i ill 31 Oct. LaTe Singles lra Ofl 17th and 24 Nov. 

WAGlP,IL Mo-tacilla cinerea Zakak tad-Dell 
1-2 in a few areas in Jan-Mar to 3rd. 1 on 21 Aug~ then from 22 Sep onwards; 

Feb 

max 

1986 
mostly but a max of 10 at Lunzjata on 9 Nov and in laie Dec. 
Wintering in areas in Jan-Mar to 12th; mostly 1-2 but 3 at Lunzjata on 19 
Jen. In autumn 1 on 9 Sep, ther. 1-3 on a few dates tiLL 6 Oct, after which daily 

WH 11 E 
1985 : 

'1986 

si ings till laie Nov, then Less frequently till end o~ year. Highest numbers 
in and Nov with max of 6 at Ghadira on 9 Nov. 

WAGl A I L Motacilla alba Zakak Ab j ad 
Single to low double fi ln Jan-Mar but 60 at Marsa on 3 Feb. Highest numbers 
at roosts (ca.500 at roost counts were made. Singles tiLl 
9 f\pr. 4 on 25 Apr. SingLes on from 12 Oct tiLL year end; mostly 
in hign double f in peak period (mid-Oct - late Nov)" But max of 120 at 
lvlarsa on 24 Nov. n no proper counts a+ Valletta but ca~ 1000 on 5 DE·C. 
Up to 50 in severaL places in Jan-Mar wlth a few irregularly till 22 Apr. A 
smell return passage most evidenT in Mar with more frequent sl ings.ca.4500 were 
counted on 25 Jan at the Valletta roost.. 1-2 were present at lna from 20 Jun to 
11 JuL. lhen in si figures from 3rd, increasing rapidly from 15 Oct; mostly 
in double figures up to 50. Highest numbers at roosts altnouqh no proper roost 
counts were made (ca.1000 at Valletta on 4-6 Nov). Smaller numbers in Dec~ 

\tJRU~ Troglodytes -troglodytes Bum i stur 
1985 SinoLes at tvlarfa from 3-26 Jan and at 8ingemma from 23 Jan to 16 Feb. 1 at 

at ic-Cumnija on 7 Dec. 

DLJNNOCK Prunella modulaz-is Ziemel 
198? : Sinale to Lov·: doub:.e fiaures !n most 

Bus;ett on 30 Jan. Lat~ singles on 
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autumn reaching low double figures Peak from late Oct. Max of 40 at 
Binoemma on 2 Nov and up to 50 at in Dec. 

1986 Max-of 50 at Buskett in Jan and at Bingemma in otherwise up to 10 in 
other areas. In smaller numbers in Mar to 23rd. in moult at Ghadira on 
14 Aug and singles on 27 Sep and 14 Oct. lhen from 18th om<ards, reaching medium 
double figures by 31 Oct. Peak in Nov with double figures almost aai Ly, max 50 at 
Bingemma on 8th. 

ALPINE ACCENl OR Prunella collaris 
1985 : 3 at la' Cenc on 7 Nov. 

Ziemel ta' ~-ALpi 

ROBIN 
1985 : 

Erithacus rubecula Pitirross 
Single to low double figures in Jan-Mar at most places but up to 100 at Buskett. 
1-4 on a few days till 14 Apr. Singles on 11th and 26 On 4 fcom 6-23 Jun 
with 3 at Buskett on last date. lhen 1-2, mainly at and ick Lakes, 
during Jul-Aug. 1-3 on most days in Sep but 5 on 29th. Main autumn migration from 

1986 

2 Oct with numbers increasing daily,reachlng double fi by 12th. Peak from 
mid-Oct to mid-Nov when treble figures on most days~ w up to 350 at Buskett. 
Smaller numbers in Dec. 
In low treble figures at Bingemma and Buskett in Jan-Mar with a max of 200 at 
Buskett on 16 Mar. Low double figures in other areas. Numbers reduced after 
mid-Mar with a few till 10 Apr. lhen 1-3 on 10 dates from 29 Apr to 22 Jun. 
1-2 in Jul-Aug, mainly at Bingemma, Buskett and Chadwick Lakes. lhen a few 
singles in Sep, with numbers increasing from 26th. Already in double figures by 
Oct with a peak reached between mid-Oct and mid-Nov with Low treble fi 
frequently. Max 250 at Dwejra (!Vialta) on 1 Nov. UD to 40 at Busr.ett lng Dec. 

lHRUSH NIGHl INGALE Luscinia luscinia 
1985 : 1 singing at Buskett on 22 Jun. 

Rozinjol Prim 

NlGHl INGALE Luscinia megarhynchos RozinjoL 
1985 : On most days in spring from 21 Mar to 4 May with a max of 10 on Camino o~ Apr, 

otherwise 1-8. Peak in Apr. 1 on 27 May. lr. autumn almost daily si 
Aug to 22 Sep; mostly 1-5 but 10 at Bingemma on 4 Sep. Singles,.most 
(~alta): from 30 Sep to 9 Oct. 

1986 Singles on 20-2lst, then from 26 Mar to 17 May with dai ings 
to 1 May. Mostly 1-8 but up to 15 at Camino or. 6 Apr. Binoemma on 
from 20 Jul to 10 ,"\ug, then on most days from 17 Aug to 28 Sep vJi 
Wied il-Luq on 31 Aug. 

BLUElHROAl Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu 
1985 1-2 at Ghad ira on 22-23 Mar. SingLes at saitle on 1st and 19th; and at Rabet 

on 13th and at Lunzjata on 24 Oct. 1 on 2nd 2 on 8 Nov, again a~ u. 
1986 In Mar singles at Lunzjata on 4th and 

autumn singles at Xemxija on 11th and 
Ghadira on 8-9th and !n 
on 12 Oct. 

BLACK REDSlARl Phoenicurus ochruros Kudirros iswed 
1985 : Single figures in Jan-Mar to 31st with a sl i increase in max 15 a+ 

Cumnija/Oammieh on 9th. 1-2 on 19-20 Oct, from 26th -mostly ln high 
single figures but up to 15 at la' Cenc on 7 ~ov. Smaller numbers in Dec. 

1986 1-2 ln several areas in Jan-FeD with an increase to hi sinale figures from late 
Feb to mid-Mar. Max of 10 at la' Zuta on 2 r-';ar. on i'11a;. lhen from 17 C)ct: 
with an increase in Nov. Usually uo io 15 Duo 25+ (various sites in f·'1aL+ai on 
12th. Smaller numbers !n Dec. 

REDSlARl Phoenicurus phoenicurus Kudirross 
1985 : Singles on 23rd and 30-31 fVIar. lhen 28 sightings of 1-3 on 17 datos i·rm 7 Apr 

1986 

to 12 May with most sightings in late In autumn 1 on 4th, then on mcst c 
from 10 Sep to 15 Oct with max of 5 at ingemrna o:: 14 Sep. Si11gles or 3 dates 
20-27 Oct. 
In spring singles on 4 dates from 8-26 ~1a , then 1-4 on most 
18 May with most in Apr. On autumn migra ion 1 on 19tn anJ 28 
Sep to 25 Oct, with daJly sighting from 7 Seo to 19 Oct. Usual 
at Buskett on 27 Sep. Late singles at Xemxija on 1st and 3 ~ov. 

frorn 2 f\,pr io 
then Trcrf' 2 
l-5 bui 20 

WH I NCHAl Saxicola rubetra Bucaqq tas-S ilL c 
1985 : 1 on 20th, then almost daiLy fror1 30 U1ar to 11 ~·~ay and on 6 dates tiLL 31 !'f:d'/. 

Most from mid-Aor to ·with max 20 on 27 and 10 in uut~mn 1 on 
5th then almost' daily from Sep; usualLy rnux 10 Cumnl ja on 14111. 
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1986 Daicy sightings from 16 Mar to 19 with a oeak in Apr when in medium double 
figures with max of 70 (2 sites) on and 50 on Camino on 13th. ln aui·umn 1 on 
15th, then from 31 ~ug to 29 Oct (daily from 12 Sep to 20 Oct), !'lqstly in single 
figures but up to 20 on 23 Sep. 2 on 1st and 1 on '16 Nov. 

MEADOW PIP\l Anthus pratensis Pespus 
1985 : Wintering in many areas in Low double figures 

Small return passage rr:ost evident in 1'-'lar when 
of 100 on 9th. A few till 8 Apr.. 1 on i3th, 
from Late Oct - late Nov when occasionally in 
at la' Oali on 22 Nov. 

in Jan-Feb but max of 60 on 19 Feb. 
an l ncrease of daily sight i ngs and max 
then from 15 Oct onwards with a peak 
Low treble figures. tviax 150 

1986 Up to 30 in many places ln Jan-Feb with a smalL return passage evident from Late 
to early Apr. Low double figures daily ln Mar with a max of 50 on 7th and 20th. 
Last singles on 16 Apr. 1 on 5th and 2 on 12th, then daily from 14 Oct onwards. 
Peak in Late Oct- mid-Nov; occasionally in high double figures with max of 100 
on 26 Oct and I Nov. 

RED-lHROAlED PIPil Anthus cervinus Dizz Ahmar 
1985 Singles at two different sites on 30 ~'iar. lhen 1-5 on 7 dates tram 5-27 Apr. 

1-2 on 4 dates from 21 Oct to 7 Nov. 
1986 1 on 5 Feb, then 1-4 on 4 dates from 2-26 Apr and max of 10 a+ la' Gall on 2 May. 

1 on 24 ,~ug, then singles on 9 dates from 21 Sep to 6 Nov, with most in Oct. 

WAl ER 
1985 
1986 : 

PIP! 1 An:thus spinoletta D zz t a' L -I Lma 
Singles ai Ghadira on 23 Feb and 2-13 Oct. 
1 on 5 Jan at Ghadlra. Almost da ty at same place from 24 Oct to 8 Nov; 2 on 
28 Oct. otherwise singles~ 

YELLOW Motacilla flava ! star 
1985 : then on most days from 12 Mar to 3 Jun with a peak from to 

ml 60 at la' Oall on 8 May, otherwlse in single or Low double gures. 
days tram 10-30 Jun and 1 on 21 Jul. In c,utumn si figures from 

with daily sightings from 4 Sep to 19 Oct when up to occcsionally, but 
of at Salina on 11 Seo. 5 on 27 Oct then sinoles on 5 dates tlli. 6 Nov. 

1986: In 1 on 2 then 1-5 frequentl.y,becomlilg dally from 25 ~J:ar to 16 

GREY 
1985 

wi a till 27 Usually ln single to low oouble figures but a max 
on 8-9 Apr at la' Oal Singles on 11th and 16 Jun. ~~autumn 1 on 11th, then 
daily from 15 to 19 Oct with a peak from early Sep to mid-Oct. lllostly in 
double figures treble figures roost ng ar max 300 on 4 Oct. 
Singles on 3 dates i ill 31 Oct. LaTe Singles lra Ofl 17th and 24 Nov. 

WAGlP,IL Mo-tacilla cinerea Zakak tad-Dell 
1-2 in a few areas in Jan-Mar to 3rd. 1 on 21 Aug~ then from 22 Sep onwards; 

Feb 

max 

1986 
mostly but a max of 10 at Lunzjata on 9 Nov and in laie Dec. 
Wintering in areas in Jan-Mar to 12th; mostly 1-2 but 3 at Lunzjata on 19 
Jen. In autumn 1 on 9 Sep, ther. 1-3 on a few dates tiLL 6 Oct, after which daily 

WH 11 E 
1985 : 

'1986 

si ings till laie Nov, then Less frequently till end o~ year. Highest numbers 
in and Nov with max of 6 at Ghadira on 9 Nov. 

WAGl A I L Motacilla alba Zakak Ab j ad 
Single to low double fi ln Jan-Mar but 60 at Marsa on 3 Feb. Highest numbers 
at roosts (ca.500 at roost counts were made. Singles tiLl 
9 f\pr. 4 on 25 Apr. SingLes on from 12 Oct tiLL year end; mostly 
in hign double f in peak period (mid-Oct - late Nov)" But max of 120 at 
lvlarsa on 24 Nov. n no proper counts a+ Valletta but ca~ 1000 on 5 DE·C. 
Up to 50 in severaL places in Jan-Mar wlth a few irregularly till 22 Apr. A 
smell return passage most evidenT in Mar with more frequent sl ings.ca.4500 were 
counted on 25 Jan at the Valletta roost.. 1-2 were present at lna from 20 Jun to 
11 JuL. lhen in si figures from 3rd, increasing rapidly from 15 Oct; mostly 
in double figures up to 50. Highest numbers at roosts altnouqh no proper roost 
counts were made (ca.1000 at Valletta on 4-6 Nov). Smaller numbers in Dec~ 

\tJRU~ Troglodytes -troglodytes Bum i stur 
1985 SinoLes at tvlarfa from 3-26 Jan and at 8ingemma from 23 Jan to 16 Feb. 1 at 

at ic-Cumnija on 7 Dec. 

DLJNNOCK Prunella modulaz-is Ziemel 
198? : Sinale to Lov·: doub:.e fiaures !n most 

Bus;ett on 30 Jan. Lat~ singles on 
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autumn reaching low double figures Peak from late Oct. Max of 40 at 
Binoemma on 2 Nov and up to 50 at in Dec. 

1986 Max-of 50 at Buskett in Jan and at Bingemma in otherwise up to 10 in 
other areas. In smaller numbers in Mar to 23rd. in moult at Ghadira on 
14 Aug and singles on 27 Sep and 14 Oct. lhen from 18th om<ards, reaching medium 
double figures by 31 Oct. Peak in Nov with double figures almost aai Ly, max 50 at 
Bingemma on 8th. 

ALPINE ACCENl OR Prunella collaris 
1985 : 3 at la' Cenc on 7 Nov. 

Ziemel ta' ~-ALpi 

ROBIN 
1985 : 

Erithacus rubecula Pitirross 
Single to low double figures in Jan-Mar at most places but up to 100 at Buskett. 
1-4 on a few days till 14 Apr. Singles on 11th and 26 On 4 fcom 6-23 Jun 
with 3 at Buskett on last date. lhen 1-2, mainly at and ick Lakes, 
during Jul-Aug. 1-3 on most days in Sep but 5 on 29th. Main autumn migration from 

1986 

2 Oct with numbers increasing daily,reachlng double fi by 12th. Peak from 
mid-Oct to mid-Nov when treble figures on most days~ w up to 350 at Buskett. 
Smaller numbers in Dec. 
In low treble figures at Bingemma and Buskett in Jan-Mar with a max of 200 at 
Buskett on 16 Mar. Low double figures in other areas. Numbers reduced after 
mid-Mar with a few till 10 Apr. lhen 1-3 on 10 dates from 29 Apr to 22 Jun. 
1-2 in Jul-Aug, mainly at Bingemma, Buskett and Chadwick Lakes. lhen a few 
singles in Sep, with numbers increasing from 26th. Already in double figures by 
Oct with a peak reached between mid-Oct and mid-Nov with Low treble fi 
frequently. Max 250 at Dwejra (!Vialta) on 1 Nov. UD to 40 at Busr.ett lng Dec. 

lHRUSH NIGHl INGALE Luscinia luscinia 
1985 : 1 singing at Buskett on 22 Jun. 

Rozinjol Prim 

NlGHl INGALE Luscinia megarhynchos RozinjoL 
1985 : On most days in spring from 21 Mar to 4 May with a max of 10 on Camino o~ Apr, 

otherwise 1-8. Peak in Apr. 1 on 27 May. lr. autumn almost daily si 
Aug to 22 Sep; mostly 1-5 but 10 at Bingemma on 4 Sep. Singles,.most 
(~alta): from 30 Sep to 9 Oct. 

1986 Singles on 20-2lst, then from 26 Mar to 17 May with dai ings 
to 1 May. Mostly 1-8 but up to 15 at Camino or. 6 Apr. Binoemma on 
from 20 Jul to 10 ,"\ug, then on most days from 17 Aug to 28 Sep vJi 
Wied il-Luq on 31 Aug. 

BLUElHROAl Luscinia svecica Kudirross Blu 
1985 1-2 at Ghad ira on 22-23 Mar. SingLes at saitle on 1st and 19th; and at Rabet 

on 13th and at Lunzjata on 24 Oct. 1 on 2nd 2 on 8 Nov, again a~ u. 
1986 In Mar singles at Lunzjata on 4th and 

autumn singles at Xemxija on 11th and 
Ghadira on 8-9th and !n 
on 12 Oct. 

BLACK REDSlARl Phoenicurus ochruros Kudirros iswed 
1985 : Single figures in Jan-Mar to 31st with a sl i increase in max 15 a+ 

Cumnija/Oammieh on 9th. 1-2 on 19-20 Oct, from 26th -mostly ln high 
single figures but up to 15 at la' Cenc on 7 ~ov. Smaller numbers in Dec. 

1986 1-2 ln several areas in Jan-FeD with an increase to hi sinale figures from late 
Feb to mid-Mar. Max of 10 at la' Zuta on 2 r-';ar. on i'11a;. lhen from 17 C)ct: 
with an increase in Nov. Usually uo io 15 Duo 25+ (various sites in f·'1aL+ai on 
12th. Smaller numbers !n Dec. 

REDSlARl Phoenicurus phoenicurus Kudirross 
1985 : Singles on 23rd and 30-31 fVIar. lhen 28 sightings of 1-3 on 17 datos i·rm 7 Apr 

1986 

to 12 May with most sightings in late In autumn 1 on 4th, then on mcst c 
from 10 Sep to 15 Oct with max of 5 at ingemrna o:: 14 Sep. Si11gles or 3 dates 
20-27 Oct. 
In spring singles on 4 dates from 8-26 ~1a , then 1-4 on most 
18 May with most in Apr. On autumn migra ion 1 on 19tn anJ 28 
Sep to 25 Oct, with daJly sighting from 7 Seo to 19 Oct. Usual 
at Buskett on 27 Sep. Late singles at Xemxija on 1st and 3 ~ov. 

frorn 2 f\,pr io 
then Trcrf' 2 
l-5 bui 20 

WH I NCHAl Saxicola rubetra Bucaqq tas-S ilL c 
1985 : 1 on 20th, then almost daiLy fror1 30 U1ar to 11 ~·~ay and on 6 dates tiLL 31 !'f:d'/. 

Most from mid-Aor to ·with max 20 on 27 and 10 in uut~mn 1 on 
5th then almost' daily from Sep; usualLy rnux 10 Cumnl ja on 14111. 
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1986 Spring migration from 5 Apr with alrnosi daily sightings till 18 May. Most in early
mid-May with max of 20 at Owejra (Malta) on 3rd, otherwise up to 10. 1 on 22 May. 
In autumn 1 on 19th and 30 Aug. lhen 1-2 on 15 days from 2 Sep to 14 Oct. 

SlONECHAl Saxicola t.orquata Bucaqq tax-Xii"wa 
1985 : At various sites in Jan-Mar to 21st with a max of 50 {various sites in Gozo) 

on 9 Mar, otherwise up to iO~ In autumn 2 on 15tJ-, then single figures from 28 Sep 
reaching double figures by 5 Oct. Peak from mid-Oct to late Nov with max 50 at 
la 1 Qali on 7 Nov. Uo to 15 in Dec bur max of 40 on 20th. 

1986 1-10 ln several areas in Jan-Feo with a sLight lncrease !nearly Mar, max 30 at 
la' Oali on 3rd. Last si on 18 Mar. Single figures from 23 Sep increasing to 
double figures by 4 Oct. igner numbers from mid-Oct to late Nov with a max of 
40 at Ghar Lapsi on 29 Nov. Up to 10, mostly at Ghad_ira, in Dec. 

lt~HEl\lEAR Oenanthe oenanthe Kuda 
1985 : On most days in ing from 9 Mar to 2!3 Aor VJith a few irregularly till. 10 May. 

Usually 1-5 but at Cumnija on 30 Ma:c. Nc clear peak. In autumn, almost daily 
from 18 to 30 Sep; mostly 1-5 but max of 14 on 22 Sep. 1-2 on 8 days in Oct 
to 19th. ingles on 8th and 13 Nov. 

1986: In spring from 2 with sightings on most days till 13 A.pr and then on 11 days 
to 8 Mav. Usually but 20 at Oammieh on I Apr highest. in autumn daily from 15 
Aug to 7 Oct, then on a few scattered dates to 25 Oct. Most in Sep when in high 
slngle to low double figures, max 25 at Cumnija on 6 Sep. 

3LACK-EARED WHEAlEAR oenanthe hispanica Kuda Dumnikana 
1985 Singles on 30 ~lar and 6-7 Apr, then 2 at Owejra (Malta) on 20-22 Apr. 1 on 7th 

and 11 Sep at same place. 
1986 1 on 5-6 Apr. Singles on 5 dates at Dwejra l~laltal from 3-2i Sep. 

ROCK lHRUSH Monticola saxatilis Ganbublu 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 1st and at ZebbU<J on 21 Apr. at Dwejra \f-.1altal 

on 6 Sep. 
1985 Singles on 6th and 17 May and on 5th and 16-17 Sep. 3 on Comino on 9 Oct. 

8LUE ROCK lHRUSH Monticola soli-tarius Merill 
1985 Breeding, mainly around coastaL cLiffs, ln good numbers. Up to 20 in parts of 

Gozo l n ,ll..pr-t-'lay. A few recorded inLand espec! ally 1 n Sep-~{ov. 
1986 At most breeding sites as previous year with slightly higher numbers recorded in 

Sep-Oct with max 20 at Qammieh. A feVJ inland in 1\ug-Nov due tc dispersal of young 

birds. 

RING OUZEL Turdus torquat.us Malvizz tas-Sidra Bajda 
1986 : 1 at i l-Oaws on 21 Oct. 

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula Malvizz lswed 
1985 Singles on 26 Feb and 9 Mar. 1-3 on 13 widely scattered dates from 15 Oct to 

29 Dec. 
1986 Singles on 19 Jan and Apr; then 13 sightings on 9 dates from 21 Oct to 10 Nov. 

In Dec singles on 7th and at Ghadira on 22-30th. 

FlELDFARE Turdus pilaris Malvlzzun tal-Otajja' 
1985 18 sightings of 1-2 on 15 dates from 12 Jan to 13 Feb, mainly at Ghadira and 

Bingemma~ 
1986 14 at Sarraflu on 8th and 1 at Ghadira on 11 Nov. 

SQ~,JG l HRUSH Turdus phi lome los Mal vi zz 
1985 In single figures,occasionally up to 15 in Jan-Feb, then a slight increase in Mar, 

with to 20 on 21st. 1-3 on 4 dates in Apr to 13th. in autumn from 6 Ocr, with 
the n passage period between mid-Oct and mid-Nov when mostly in double figures, 
but max 100 at Dwejra !Malta) and Ghaclira on 19th and 20 Oct respectively. 
Frequently recorded till year end with up to 10 at Buskett. 

1986 Wintering in single figures in Jan-Mar to 21st, with max of 10 at Dwejra IMaltal 
on 21 Feb. 2 on 1st and 3 on 6 Apr. Early singles on 31 Aug and 7 Sep; then 
almost daily from 2 Oct to year end with a peak reached between mid-Oct and mid-Nov, 
when double figures daily and max of 230 at 4 siies on 18th~ ln s:naller numbers in 
Dec. 

Rt:::JW! NG Turdus il.iacus MaL vi zz Ahmar 
1985 : On 10 dates from 23 Jan to 3 Mar with max of 9 on 9 Feb, otherwise 1-5. Most 
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records from Buskett; 1 at Ghad ira on 1st and 8 Dec. 

MISlLE lHRUSH Turdus viscivorus Malvizzun Prim 
1985 1 shot at Dwejra <r~altal in mid-Nov. 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 30 Oct. 

CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cett:i Baghal ta' L-Gholliq 
1985 Breeding at suitable localities. Max 15 at Buskett inJun-Aug. 
i986': Same numbers as previous year, breeding in usual areas. A few from other areas 

after Sep. Max 20 at Buskett on 22 Jul. 

FAN-lAILED WARBLER cisticola juncidis Baghal ta' l-lmrewha 
1985 : In double figures throughout the year with higher numbers between ,\1ay and Oct. ."'ax 

100 at Ghajn Rihana on 29 Jul, otherwise mostly in high double figures from a few 
areas. Smaller numbers in Jan and Dec. Common breeding bird. 

1986 Widespread in stable numbers with up to 50 at Ghadira in Apr-Sep and medium 
double figures in many places. Smaller numbers in Jan, Nov and Dec. Commonly 
breeding. 

SAV I' 5 WARBLER Locustella luscinioides Bagha l ,~hmar 

1985 2 at Ghadira on 28th and 1 at Rabat on 31 Mar. 1 at Lunzjata on 7 Sep. 
1986 : 1 at Ghad i r9 on 30 .~ug. 

MOUSlACHED WARBLER Acrocephalus melanopogon Baahal Oastni 
1985 10 sightings of singles on 8 dates from 1-28 Nov (daily from 6-10th), mostly 

from Xemx i ja and Lunzjata. 
1986 On 11 scattered dates from 20 Oct to 10 Dec; all singles except for 2 on 20 Nov and 

10 Dec. All records from Ghadira, except for 2 at Xemxija and 1 at Lunzjata. 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Baghal tas-Simar 
1985 : Singles on 2nd and 10th, then 1-2 almost daily from 23 Mar to 5 Apr and again on 

most days from 14 Apr to 28 May when mostly 1-3, but 6 at Ghajn Rihana on 27 Nlay. 
1-2 on 4 dates in Sep from 6-28th; 1 on 6th and singles on 6 days from 19-29 Oct. 
1-2 on 3-4 Nov. 

1986 1 on 10th, 2 on 13th and singles on 19-20th; then 1-3 daily from 28 Mar to 7th, 
followed by 1 on 15th and then almost daily sightings from 25 Apr to 7 May. 
Max 10 at Lunzjata on 29 Apr, otherwise 1-5. 1-2 on 6 dates till 29 May. In 
autumn 1 on 30 Aug, then 15 sightings of 1-2 on 13 dates from 7 Sep to 11 Oct and 
singles on 22-23 Oct. Unusually late bird at Ghadira on 10 Dec. 

PADDYFIELD WARBLER Acrocephalus agricola 
1986 : 1 at Lunzjata on 5-6 Sep lringedl. 

Baghal tas-Saqw i 

MARSH WARBLER Acrocephalus palustris Saghal ta' l-Aghdajjar 
1985 Singles at Chadwick Lakes on 19 Aug and at Xemxija on 27 Oct. 
1986 : 1 at Chadwick Lakes on 14th and up to 4 at Lunzjata on 24-31 Aug. 

REED 
1985 

i986 

WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus Baghal tal-Oasab 
Singles on 9 days from 27 Apr to 22 Jun, with most in Jun. In autumn 1 on 4th 
then on most days from 10 Aug to 21 Oct, with most mid-Aug- Sep. In single 
figures max 4 on 18 Aug and 1 Sep. Late bird at Ghadira on 8 Nov. 
Singles on 22nd and 28 Apr, 1st and 25 May. In autumn 1 on 29 Jul then in 
single figures on most days from 3 Aug to 28 Oct with max of 5 at ck Lakes on 
25 Aug and at Xernx i ja on 28 Sep. 1 on 3 Nov. 

GREAl REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus Baghal Prim 
1985 : 1 on 3rd, then 24 sightings on 15 dates from 13 Apr to 11 usually 1-3 but 

at Ghadira on 16 Apr. In autumn singles on 1st, 14th and on 1 Oct and 
1 Nov. 

1986 1 at Lunzjata on 24-25 Mar; then 1-3 almost daily from 5 Apr to 10 with a peak 
in late Apr. Singles on 4 dates from 17-24 May. 1 on 20 Jun. In singles on 
10th and 30 Aug, 1st, 20th and 27 Sep, and 1 Nov. 

OLIVACEOUS WARBLER Hippolais pallida 
1985 : 1 at Kennedy Grove on 30 Mar. 

Bekkafik Griz 

I Cl ER I NE WARBLER Hippolais ic:terina Bekkaf i k ta' l-Ghana 
1985 : On most days in spring from 26 Apr to 3 Jun, with a peak Usually 

1-5 but max of 10 near Chadwick Lakes on 7th and 20 at Bi l on 
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1986 Spring migration from 5 Apr with alrnosi daily sightings till 18 May. Most in early
mid-May with max of 20 at Owejra (Malta) on 3rd, otherwise up to 10. 1 on 22 May. 
In autumn 1 on 19th and 30 Aug. lhen 1-2 on 15 days from 2 Sep to 14 Oct. 

SlONECHAl Saxicola t.orquata Bucaqq tax-Xii"wa 
1985 : At various sites in Jan-Mar to 21st with a max of 50 {various sites in Gozo) 

on 9 Mar, otherwise up to iO~ In autumn 2 on 15tJ-, then single figures from 28 Sep 
reaching double figures by 5 Oct. Peak from mid-Oct to late Nov with max 50 at 
la 1 Qali on 7 Nov. Uo to 15 in Dec bur max of 40 on 20th. 

1986 1-10 ln several areas in Jan-Feo with a sLight lncrease !nearly Mar, max 30 at 
la' Oali on 3rd. Last si on 18 Mar. Single figures from 23 Sep increasing to 
double figures by 4 Oct. igner numbers from mid-Oct to late Nov with a max of 
40 at Ghar Lapsi on 29 Nov. Up to 10, mostly at Ghad_ira, in Dec. 

lt~HEl\lEAR Oenanthe oenanthe Kuda 
1985 : On most days in ing from 9 Mar to 2!3 Aor VJith a few irregularly till. 10 May. 

Usually 1-5 but at Cumnija on 30 Ma:c. Nc clear peak. In autumn, almost daily 
from 18 to 30 Sep; mostly 1-5 but max of 14 on 22 Sep. 1-2 on 8 days in Oct 
to 19th. ingles on 8th and 13 Nov. 

1986: In spring from 2 with sightings on most days till 13 A.pr and then on 11 days 
to 8 Mav. Usually but 20 at Oammieh on I Apr highest. in autumn daily from 15 
Aug to 7 Oct, then on a few scattered dates to 25 Oct. Most in Sep when in high 
slngle to low double figures, max 25 at Cumnija on 6 Sep. 

3LACK-EARED WHEAlEAR oenanthe hispanica Kuda Dumnikana 
1985 Singles on 30 ~lar and 6-7 Apr, then 2 at Owejra (Malta) on 20-22 Apr. 1 on 7th 

and 11 Sep at same place. 
1986 1 on 5-6 Apr. Singles on 5 dates at Dwejra l~laltal from 3-2i Sep. 

ROCK lHRUSH Monticola saxatilis Ganbublu 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 1st and at ZebbU<J on 21 Apr. at Dwejra \f-.1altal 

on 6 Sep. 
1985 Singles on 6th and 17 May and on 5th and 16-17 Sep. 3 on Comino on 9 Oct. 

8LUE ROCK lHRUSH Monticola soli-tarius Merill 
1985 Breeding, mainly around coastaL cLiffs, ln good numbers. Up to 20 in parts of 

Gozo l n ,ll..pr-t-'lay. A few recorded inLand espec! ally 1 n Sep-~{ov. 
1986 At most breeding sites as previous year with slightly higher numbers recorded in 

Sep-Oct with max 20 at Qammieh. A feVJ inland in 1\ug-Nov due tc dispersal of young 

birds. 

RING OUZEL Turdus torquat.us Malvizz tas-Sidra Bajda 
1986 : 1 at i l-Oaws on 21 Oct. 

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula Malvizz lswed 
1985 Singles on 26 Feb and 9 Mar. 1-3 on 13 widely scattered dates from 15 Oct to 

29 Dec. 
1986 Singles on 19 Jan and Apr; then 13 sightings on 9 dates from 21 Oct to 10 Nov. 

In Dec singles on 7th and at Ghadira on 22-30th. 

FlELDFARE Turdus pilaris Malvlzzun tal-Otajja' 
1985 18 sightings of 1-2 on 15 dates from 12 Jan to 13 Feb, mainly at Ghadira and 

Bingemma~ 
1986 14 at Sarraflu on 8th and 1 at Ghadira on 11 Nov. 

SQ~,JG l HRUSH Turdus phi lome los Mal vi zz 
1985 In single figures,occasionally up to 15 in Jan-Feb, then a slight increase in Mar, 

with to 20 on 21st. 1-3 on 4 dates in Apr to 13th. in autumn from 6 Ocr, with 
the n passage period between mid-Oct and mid-Nov when mostly in double figures, 
but max 100 at Dwejra !Malta) and Ghaclira on 19th and 20 Oct respectively. 
Frequently recorded till year end with up to 10 at Buskett. 

1986 Wintering in single figures in Jan-Mar to 21st, with max of 10 at Dwejra IMaltal 
on 21 Feb. 2 on 1st and 3 on 6 Apr. Early singles on 31 Aug and 7 Sep; then 
almost daily from 2 Oct to year end with a peak reached between mid-Oct and mid-Nov, 
when double figures daily and max of 230 at 4 siies on 18th~ ln s:naller numbers in 
Dec. 

Rt:::JW! NG Turdus il.iacus MaL vi zz Ahmar 
1985 : On 10 dates from 23 Jan to 3 Mar with max of 9 on 9 Feb, otherwise 1-5. Most 
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records from Buskett; 1 at Ghad ira on 1st and 8 Dec. 

MISlLE lHRUSH Turdus viscivorus Malvizzun Prim 
1985 1 shot at Dwejra <r~altal in mid-Nov. 
1986 : 1 at Ghad ira on 30 Oct. 

CETTI'S WARBLER Cettia cett:i Baghal ta' L-Gholliq 
1985 Breeding at suitable localities. Max 15 at Buskett inJun-Aug. 
i986': Same numbers as previous year, breeding in usual areas. A few from other areas 

after Sep. Max 20 at Buskett on 22 Jul. 

FAN-lAILED WARBLER cisticola juncidis Baghal ta' l-lmrewha 
1985 : In double figures throughout the year with higher numbers between ,\1ay and Oct. ."'ax 

100 at Ghajn Rihana on 29 Jul, otherwise mostly in high double figures from a few 
areas. Smaller numbers in Jan and Dec. Common breeding bird. 

1986 Widespread in stable numbers with up to 50 at Ghadira in Apr-Sep and medium 
double figures in many places. Smaller numbers in Jan, Nov and Dec. Commonly 
breeding. 

SAV I' 5 WARBLER Locustella luscinioides Bagha l ,~hmar 

1985 2 at Ghadira on 28th and 1 at Rabat on 31 Mar. 1 at Lunzjata on 7 Sep. 
1986 : 1 at Ghad i r9 on 30 .~ug. 

MOUSlACHED WARBLER Acrocephalus melanopogon Baahal Oastni 
1985 10 sightings of singles on 8 dates from 1-28 Nov (daily from 6-10th), mostly 

from Xemx i ja and Lunzjata. 
1986 On 11 scattered dates from 20 Oct to 10 Dec; all singles except for 2 on 20 Nov and 

10 Dec. All records from Ghadira, except for 2 at Xemxija and 1 at Lunzjata. 

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Baghal tas-Simar 
1985 : Singles on 2nd and 10th, then 1-2 almost daily from 23 Mar to 5 Apr and again on 

most days from 14 Apr to 28 May when mostly 1-3, but 6 at Ghajn Rihana on 27 Nlay. 
1-2 on 4 dates in Sep from 6-28th; 1 on 6th and singles on 6 days from 19-29 Oct. 
1-2 on 3-4 Nov. 

1986 1 on 10th, 2 on 13th and singles on 19-20th; then 1-3 daily from 28 Mar to 7th, 
followed by 1 on 15th and then almost daily sightings from 25 Apr to 7 May. 
Max 10 at Lunzjata on 29 Apr, otherwise 1-5. 1-2 on 6 dates till 29 May. In 
autumn 1 on 30 Aug, then 15 sightings of 1-2 on 13 dates from 7 Sep to 11 Oct and 
singles on 22-23 Oct. Unusually late bird at Ghadira on 10 Dec. 

PADDYFIELD WARBLER Acrocephalus agricola 
1986 : 1 at Lunzjata on 5-6 Sep lringedl. 

Baghal tas-Saqw i 

MARSH WARBLER Acrocephalus palustris Saghal ta' l-Aghdajjar 
1985 Singles at Chadwick Lakes on 19 Aug and at Xemxija on 27 Oct. 
1986 : 1 at Chadwick Lakes on 14th and up to 4 at Lunzjata on 24-31 Aug. 

REED 
1985 

i986 

WARBLER Acrocephalus scirpaceus Baghal tal-Oasab 
Singles on 9 days from 27 Apr to 22 Jun, with most in Jun. In autumn 1 on 4th 
then on most days from 10 Aug to 21 Oct, with most mid-Aug- Sep. In single 
figures max 4 on 18 Aug and 1 Sep. Late bird at Ghadira on 8 Nov. 
Singles on 22nd and 28 Apr, 1st and 25 May. In autumn 1 on 29 Jul then in 
single figures on most days from 3 Aug to 28 Oct with max of 5 at ck Lakes on 
25 Aug and at Xernx i ja on 28 Sep. 1 on 3 Nov. 

GREAl REED WARBLER Acrocephalus arundinaceus Baghal Prim 
1985 : 1 on 3rd, then 24 sightings on 15 dates from 13 Apr to 11 usually 1-3 but 

at Ghadira on 16 Apr. In autumn singles on 1st, 14th and on 1 Oct and 
1 Nov. 

1986 1 at Lunzjata on 24-25 Mar; then 1-3 almost daily from 5 Apr to 10 with a peak 
in late Apr. Singles on 4 dates from 17-24 May. 1 on 20 Jun. In singles on 
10th and 30 Aug, 1st, 20th and 27 Sep, and 1 Nov. 

OLIVACEOUS WARBLER Hippolais pallida 
1985 : 1 at Kennedy Grove on 30 Mar. 

Bekkafik Griz 

I Cl ER I NE WARBLER Hippolais ic:terina Bekkaf i k ta' l-Ghana 
1985 : On most days in spring from 26 Apr to 3 Jun, with a peak Usually 

1-5 but max of 10 near Chadwick Lakes on 7th and 20 at Bi l on 
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1986 

and 105 on 5 days from 19-29 Sep. 
in single fi~ures, but max of 25 at 

{MaLta) on 1 on 2nd and 2 on 7 Jun. In autumn singles on 
14 Sep and 5th, 12th and 17 Oct. 

D~.Rl FORD WARBLER Sylvia undata 
1986 : 1 at SL iema on 7 Dec6 

Bufula tax-Xaghrl. 

SPECl ACLED W.~RBLER 

1985 Still present 
in Sozo on 27 

Sylvia conspicillata Bufula Hamra 
in small numbers through out the year at various sites. Max 15 

1986 Mostly sighted 
C3 localities) 

n singLe figures with the highest numbers in May-Jun wlth max 20 
in Gozo on 30 May. A s L i ,ght l ncrease over previous year evident. 

SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cant.illans Bufula i::.assajra 
1985 : On most days from 20 ivlar to 14 with max 20 on Comlno on 1 Apr; otherwise up to 

10. 1-2 on 6 dates from 19-28 in autumn, almost daily from 16 Jul to 28 Sep, 
with most from late JuL To double figures on mos+ days, max 60 at 
Buskett on 11 Aug. 

1986 2 on 7th, then almost daily from 12 Mar to 16 Apr; in single figures, bu-t max 10 at 
2 sites on 2 Apr. Singles on 25 Apr and 4 May. In autumn 1-3 on 4 dates from 
6-!3th, tnen almost daily from 19 Jul to 29 Sep. In low double figures mainly in 
Aug - mid-Sep, max 40 on 7th and 24 Aug. 

SARDINIAN WARSLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufula Sewda 
1985 Common breeding resident in stable numbers. 
1986 : Widespread and present ln various habitats throughout the year. Breeding 

in usual numbers. 

RUPPELL'S W.~RBLER Sylvia rueppelli Bufula tal-Pavalor 
1985 : 1 male at Dingl i on 2 Apr. 

LESSER WHilElHROAl Sylvia curruca Bekkafik lrmied 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 24 Apr; at Chadwick Lakes on 18 Aug; at Dwejra (Malta) on 

1 Sep and at Rabat on 2 Nov and 1 Dec. 
1986 1 at Chadwick Lakes on 17 Aug and singles on 7 dates at Ghadira from 6-26 Sep. 

WH i l El HROAl Sylvia communis Bekkaf i k ~.hmar 
1985 : 1 on 23rd and 31 Mar; then 1-2 on 1-2nd, 1 on 14th and on most days from 19 f\pr to 

12 usually up to 10 bui max of 20 21t Dwejra (t'ial ta) on 28 Apr. 3 on 18 May and 
1 on Jun. In autumn singles on 4 Sep and 12 Oct. 

1986 In spring, 1-3 on 7 dates from 3-15 Apr and almost daily from 22 Apr to 16 May. 
Mostly 1n single tc low double figures L,p to 15; but an influx 1n early May with 
max of 100 at Dwejra U"lalta) I Bingemma on 3rd and 50 at Ghadira on 4th. 1 on 
28 f11ay. In autumn singles on 23 Aug, 3rd and 30 Sep. 

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin Bekkafik 
1985 : Sprins:J passage from 14 Apr to 25 May with a peak from early- mid-!V.Iay. !n single 

to low double figures but 55 at Dwejra/Bingemma on 11 May highest, 1 on 11th, then 
almost daily from 18 Aug to 30 Sep; low double figures frequent in Sep with max of 
40 at Binqemma on 1st. 1-2 on 3 dates from 15-27 Oct. 

1986 Singles on 5th and 16th, then almost daily from 20 Apr to 31 May; in double 
figures on most days througnout May, but max 100 at Bingemma on 18 May. Singles 
on 2nd and 7 Jun. In autumn, I on 11th then on most days from 17 Aug to 5 Oct with 
double figures on a few days, max 50 at viied i l-Luq on 31 Aug. 1-2 on 3 dates from 

10-23 Oct. 1 on 2 Nov. 

BLACKCAP Sylvia a~ricapilla Kaplnera 
1985 : In doubLe figures at a few s l tes 1 n J an-·Mar but higher numbers at Busket t; max 

counts for each month- 3000 on 26 Jan, 2000 on 9th and 16 Feb and 2 Mar. Single 
figures till 21 Apr. 1 singing at BusKett on 23 Jun and 1 on 5 Aug. In autumn 
single figures from 12 Oct, with double figures only on 3 dates in Dec; max 50 at 
3uskett on 8th and 22nd and at Lunzjata on 29th. 

1986 lreble figures at Buskett and up to 20 elsewhere in Jan-Apr to 2nd, numbers 
increasing in Mar with max 200 at Buskett on 16th. Singles on 3rd and 5 May, and 
singing at Buskett on 15 Jun. 1 on 12th, then singles on a few days from 26 Sep 
to 18 Oct; then more frequent, reaching low double figures by mid-Nov with max 25 
at Buskett on 23rd. Numbers stable till year end. 
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YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornat;us Vjolin tal-Faxx 
1985 Singles at Mellieha on 12th, at Lunzjata on 19th and at Sarraflu on 29 Oct. 
1986: Singles at B'Kara on 29 Sep; at Xemxija on 11th and 18th and at Lunzjata on 26 Oct; 

and again at Xemxija on 3 Nov. 

BON ELL I' S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli V jol in Bajdan; 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 16th, 22nd and 25 Apr, and on 4 ;Jay. 
1986: Singles at Ghadira on 5th and 11 Apr. 

WOOD WARBLER Pbylloscopus sibilat.rix VJol in Hadrani 
1985 On spring passage almost aaily from 29 Mar to 16 May with most fro'11 mid-Apr to early 

1986 

May. Max of 100 at Dwejra (Malta) on 28 and 200 at Buskett on 7 May, otherwise 
single to medium double figures~ 1 on 21 In autumn 1 on 10 Aug, then 16 
sightings of 1-5 on 13 dates from 1 Sep to Oct; most in late Sep. 
Almost daily from 2 Apr to 15 fl1ay with a peak from late Apr-early r~ay. Single to 
low double figures, max 30 on 3 days. 1 on 31 May. In autumn 26 signtings of 1-4 
on 21 days from 8 Aug to 20 Oct. ~lost sight i ngs in Sep. 

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybi~a Vjolin tax-Xitwa 
1985 : Single to Low double figures in Jan-Mar with max of 30 from some areas on a few 

dates. Singles on 1-2 Apr. In autumn singles on 13th and 16tn, then daily from 
19 Oct till end of year; mostly in double figures in most places but up to 100 
on some days. 

1986 In treble figures only at Lunzjata in Jan to mid-Mar, max 300 on 15th and 23 Feb, 
otherwise up to 40 elsewhere. Numbers decreased to single figures after mid-Mar 
with last on 16 Apr. Singles on 28 Apr, 7th and 18 ~:ay. In autumn 1-2 on 4-5th, 
1 on 12th and daily from 18 Oci onwards. Higher numbers in Nov with 30-40 on most 
days reaching treble figures in late Dec. Max 100 at Chadwick Lakes on 25th and 
200 at Lunzjata on 29th. 

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus t;rochilus Vjolin Pastard 
1985 : In spring almost daily from 21 Mar to 11 ~iay with peaks in Late ~'lar and late 

Max 50 on 29 fvlar and 30 on 30 .A.pr at Ghadira, otherwise si to Low do:..~ble gures. 
in autumn on most days from 18 Aug to 20 Oct, with most l~ High single figures, 
max 10 at Chadwick Lakes on 15 SeP. 1-4 daily from 30 Oct to Nov. 

1986 Almost daily from 19 Mar to 9 May with a peak in late Mar-early Single to lOW 

double figures, with 25 at Xemxija on 31 Mar highest. 1-2 on 4 from 13-24 
May and 1 on 8 Jun. In autumn, singles on 8th and 11th, and 1-5 on most Trom 
14-31 Aug, then dally in Sep and Oct to 26th, with max of 25 at la' Oal i on Seo, 
otherwise mostly in high single figures. 

GOLDCRES1 Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Oamar 
1985 Singles on 15 Jan and 9 Feb. 1-4 on 8 dates from 27 Oct to 23 Nov. 
1986 : Only 3 sightings: singles at Ramla on 14 Mar and at Ghadira on 6-7 Nov. 

FIRECRESl Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-loppu Ahmar 
1985 : 2 on 26 Jan, 1 on 14 Mar and 3 on 2 Apr. In autumn singles on 19th and 26-28 Oct, 

then almost daily sightings from 31 Oct to 14 Nov with 10 at Xemxija on 7 Nov, 
otherwise 1-4. Up to 5 frequently recorded from 22 Nov onwards. 

1986 1-2 on 14 days in Jan to mia-Feb, then up to 4 on most days from 21 Feb to 23 ~car. 

Most records from Ghadlra. in autumn 28 sightings on 21 days from 2 Oct to 14 Nov; 
usually 1-3 but 10 at Xemxija on 14 Nov. Singles on 2i Nov, 4th and 16 Dec. 

GOLD/FIRECRESl Regulus regulus/ignicapillus 
1985 : Recorded on a few days from a few localities in Jan-~1ar to 9rh. Mostly i-3 but 5 at 

Buskett on 20 Jan. 1 on 4th, then on most days from 19 Oct onwards; usually 1-5 
but 10 at Buskett on 8 Dec. 

1986 Regular sightings on 1-4 in various localities in Jarr-Apr to 5th; mosi in late ~·1ar. 
Singles on 5th and 11th, then frequently recorded from 15 Oct to i6 Dec wiih 10-15 
at Xemxija on 4 dates in Oct and Nov, otherwise 1-5. 

SPOllED FLYCAlCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-1 ikki 
1985 : On spring passage~ singles on 10th and 12th, then almost daily from 16 f\pr to 4 .Jun.; 

most from late Apr to mid-~lay. In single to low double figures but rnax of 40 at 
Bingemma/Dwejra on 18 May. Up to 3 pairs at Buskett inJun-Jul. In autumn singles 
on 4 dates from 7-25 Aug; then 12 sightings of 1-3 on 9 dates from i-29 Sep. 
Singles on 13th and 30 Oct, and 1-2 Nov. 

1986 2 on 20th, then daily sightings from 26 Apr to 25 usually in double fi9ures 
of up to 60 but with max of 100 at Dwejra fMaLta) on May. 1-2 frequently frorP 
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1986 

and 105 on 5 days from 19-29 Sep. 
in single fi~ures, but max of 25 at 

{MaLta) on 1 on 2nd and 2 on 7 Jun. In autumn singles on 
14 Sep and 5th, 12th and 17 Oct. 

D~.Rl FORD WARBLER Sylvia undata 
1986 : 1 at SL iema on 7 Dec6 

Bufula tax-Xaghrl. 

SPECl ACLED W.~RBLER 

1985 Still present 
in Sozo on 27 

Sylvia conspicillata Bufula Hamra 
in small numbers through out the year at various sites. Max 15 

1986 Mostly sighted 
C3 localities) 

n singLe figures with the highest numbers in May-Jun wlth max 20 
in Gozo on 30 May. A s L i ,ght l ncrease over previous year evident. 

SUBALPINE WARBLER Sylvia cant.illans Bufula i::.assajra 
1985 : On most days from 20 ivlar to 14 with max 20 on Comlno on 1 Apr; otherwise up to 

10. 1-2 on 6 dates from 19-28 in autumn, almost daily from 16 Jul to 28 Sep, 
with most from late JuL To double figures on mos+ days, max 60 at 
Buskett on 11 Aug. 

1986 2 on 7th, then almost daily from 12 Mar to 16 Apr; in single figures, bu-t max 10 at 
2 sites on 2 Apr. Singles on 25 Apr and 4 May. In autumn 1-3 on 4 dates from 
6-!3th, tnen almost daily from 19 Jul to 29 Sep. In low double figures mainly in 
Aug - mid-Sep, max 40 on 7th and 24 Aug. 

SARDINIAN WARSLER Sylvia melanocephala Bufula Sewda 
1985 Common breeding resident in stable numbers. 
1986 : Widespread and present ln various habitats throughout the year. Breeding 

in usual numbers. 

RUPPELL'S W.~RBLER Sylvia rueppelli Bufula tal-Pavalor 
1985 : 1 male at Dingl i on 2 Apr. 

LESSER WHilElHROAl Sylvia curruca Bekkafik lrmied 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 24 Apr; at Chadwick Lakes on 18 Aug; at Dwejra (Malta) on 

1 Sep and at Rabat on 2 Nov and 1 Dec. 
1986 1 at Chadwick Lakes on 17 Aug and singles on 7 dates at Ghadira from 6-26 Sep. 

WH i l El HROAl Sylvia communis Bekkaf i k ~.hmar 
1985 : 1 on 23rd and 31 Mar; then 1-2 on 1-2nd, 1 on 14th and on most days from 19 f\pr to 

12 usually up to 10 bui max of 20 21t Dwejra (t'ial ta) on 28 Apr. 3 on 18 May and 
1 on Jun. In autumn singles on 4 Sep and 12 Oct. 

1986 In spring, 1-3 on 7 dates from 3-15 Apr and almost daily from 22 Apr to 16 May. 
Mostly 1n single tc low double figures L,p to 15; but an influx 1n early May with 
max of 100 at Dwejra U"lalta) I Bingemma on 3rd and 50 at Ghadira on 4th. 1 on 
28 f11ay. In autumn singles on 23 Aug, 3rd and 30 Sep. 

GARDEN WARBLER Sylvia borin Bekkafik 
1985 : Sprins:J passage from 14 Apr to 25 May with a peak from early- mid-!V.Iay. !n single 

to low double figures but 55 at Dwejra/Bingemma on 11 May highest, 1 on 11th, then 
almost daily from 18 Aug to 30 Sep; low double figures frequent in Sep with max of 
40 at Binqemma on 1st. 1-2 on 3 dates from 15-27 Oct. 

1986 Singles on 5th and 16th, then almost daily from 20 Apr to 31 May; in double 
figures on most days througnout May, but max 100 at Bingemma on 18 May. Singles 
on 2nd and 7 Jun. In autumn, I on 11th then on most days from 17 Aug to 5 Oct with 
double figures on a few days, max 50 at viied i l-Luq on 31 Aug. 1-2 on 3 dates from 

10-23 Oct. 1 on 2 Nov. 

BLACKCAP Sylvia a~ricapilla Kaplnera 
1985 : In doubLe figures at a few s l tes 1 n J an-·Mar but higher numbers at Busket t; max 

counts for each month- 3000 on 26 Jan, 2000 on 9th and 16 Feb and 2 Mar. Single 
figures till 21 Apr. 1 singing at BusKett on 23 Jun and 1 on 5 Aug. In autumn 
single figures from 12 Oct, with double figures only on 3 dates in Dec; max 50 at 
3uskett on 8th and 22nd and at Lunzjata on 29th. 

1986 lreble figures at Buskett and up to 20 elsewhere in Jan-Apr to 2nd, numbers 
increasing in Mar with max 200 at Buskett on 16th. Singles on 3rd and 5 May, and 
singing at Buskett on 15 Jun. 1 on 12th, then singles on a few days from 26 Sep 
to 18 Oct; then more frequent, reaching low double figures by mid-Nov with max 25 
at Buskett on 23rd. Numbers stable till year end. 
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YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER Phylloscopus inornat;us Vjolin tal-Faxx 
1985 Singles at Mellieha on 12th, at Lunzjata on 19th and at Sarraflu on 29 Oct. 
1986: Singles at B'Kara on 29 Sep; at Xemxija on 11th and 18th and at Lunzjata on 26 Oct; 

and again at Xemxija on 3 Nov. 

BON ELL I' S WARBLER Phylloscopus bonelli V jol in Bajdan; 
1985 Singles at Ghadira on 16th, 22nd and 25 Apr, and on 4 ;Jay. 
1986: Singles at Ghadira on 5th and 11 Apr. 

WOOD WARBLER Pbylloscopus sibilat.rix VJol in Hadrani 
1985 On spring passage almost aaily from 29 Mar to 16 May with most fro'11 mid-Apr to early 

1986 

May. Max of 100 at Dwejra (Malta) on 28 and 200 at Buskett on 7 May, otherwise 
single to medium double figures~ 1 on 21 In autumn 1 on 10 Aug, then 16 
sightings of 1-5 on 13 dates from 1 Sep to Oct; most in late Sep. 
Almost daily from 2 Apr to 15 fl1ay with a peak from late Apr-early r~ay. Single to 
low double figures, max 30 on 3 days. 1 on 31 May. In autumn 26 signtings of 1-4 
on 21 days from 8 Aug to 20 Oct. ~lost sight i ngs in Sep. 

CHIFFCHAFF Phylloscopus collybi~a Vjolin tax-Xitwa 
1985 : Single to Low double figures in Jan-Mar with max of 30 from some areas on a few 

dates. Singles on 1-2 Apr. In autumn singles on 13th and 16tn, then daily from 
19 Oct till end of year; mostly in double figures in most places but up to 100 
on some days. 

1986 In treble figures only at Lunzjata in Jan to mid-Mar, max 300 on 15th and 23 Feb, 
otherwise up to 40 elsewhere. Numbers decreased to single figures after mid-Mar 
with last on 16 Apr. Singles on 28 Apr, 7th and 18 ~:ay. In autumn 1-2 on 4-5th, 
1 on 12th and daily from 18 Oci onwards. Higher numbers in Nov with 30-40 on most 
days reaching treble figures in late Dec. Max 100 at Chadwick Lakes on 25th and 
200 at Lunzjata on 29th. 

WILLOW WARBLER Phylloscopus t;rochilus Vjolin Pastard 
1985 : In spring almost daily from 21 Mar to 11 ~iay with peaks in Late ~'lar and late 

Max 50 on 29 fvlar and 30 on 30 .A.pr at Ghadira, otherwise si to Low do:..~ble gures. 
in autumn on most days from 18 Aug to 20 Oct, with most l~ High single figures, 
max 10 at Chadwick Lakes on 15 SeP. 1-4 daily from 30 Oct to Nov. 

1986 Almost daily from 19 Mar to 9 May with a peak in late Mar-early Single to lOW 

double figures, with 25 at Xemxija on 31 Mar highest. 1-2 on 4 from 13-24 
May and 1 on 8 Jun. In autumn, singles on 8th and 11th, and 1-5 on most Trom 
14-31 Aug, then dally in Sep and Oct to 26th, with max of 25 at la' Oal i on Seo, 
otherwise mostly in high single figures. 

GOLDCRES1 Regulus regulus Bufula tal-Oamar 
1985 Singles on 15 Jan and 9 Feb. 1-4 on 8 dates from 27 Oct to 23 Nov. 
1986 : Only 3 sightings: singles at Ramla on 14 Mar and at Ghadira on 6-7 Nov. 

FIRECRESl Regulus ignicapillus Bufula tat-loppu Ahmar 
1985 : 2 on 26 Jan, 1 on 14 Mar and 3 on 2 Apr. In autumn singles on 19th and 26-28 Oct, 

then almost daily sightings from 31 Oct to 14 Nov with 10 at Xemxija on 7 Nov, 
otherwise 1-4. Up to 5 frequently recorded from 22 Nov onwards. 

1986 1-2 on 14 days in Jan to mia-Feb, then up to 4 on most days from 21 Feb to 23 ~car. 

Most records from Ghadlra. in autumn 28 sightings on 21 days from 2 Oct to 14 Nov; 
usually 1-3 but 10 at Xemxija on 14 Nov. Singles on 2i Nov, 4th and 16 Dec. 

GOLD/FIRECRESl Regulus regulus/ignicapillus 
1985 : Recorded on a few days from a few localities in Jan-~1ar to 9rh. Mostly i-3 but 5 at 

Buskett on 20 Jan. 1 on 4th, then on most days from 19 Oct onwards; usually 1-5 
but 10 at Buskett on 8 Dec. 

1986 Regular sightings on 1-4 in various localities in Jarr-Apr to 5th; mosi in late ~·1ar. 
Singles on 5th and 11th, then frequently recorded from 15 Oct to i6 Dec wiih 10-15 
at Xemxija on 4 dates in Oct and Nov, otherwise 1-5. 

SPOllED FLYCAlCHER Muscicapa striata Zanzarell tat-1 ikki 
1985 : On spring passage~ singles on 10th and 12th, then almost daily from 16 f\pr to 4 .Jun.; 

most from late Apr to mid-~lay. In single to low double figures but rnax of 40 at 
Bingemma/Dwejra on 18 May. Up to 3 pairs at Buskett inJun-Jul. In autumn singles 
on 4 dates from 7-25 Aug; then 12 sightings of 1-3 on 9 dates from i-29 Sep. 
Singles on 13th and 30 Oct, and 1-2 Nov. 

1986 2 on 20th, then daily sightings from 26 Apr to 25 usually in double fi9ures 
of up to 60 but with max of 100 at Dwejra fMaLta) on May. 1-2 frequently frorP 
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28 May to 4 Jun. At Least 3 pairs at Buskett inJun-Jut. A few from 15 Aug, then 
on most days from 31 Aug to 15 Oct; mostly 1-3 but up to 5 at Xemxlja on 28th and 
at Bingemma on 30 Sep. 1 at Ghadira on 23-26 Oct. 

RED-BREA.SlED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula parva Zanzarell Sidru Ahmar 
1985 Singles at Bingemma on 14th and at Xemxija on 22 Sep; at Ghadira on 20th and at 

Xemxija on 27 Oct, and again at Ghadira on 2-3 Nov. 
1986 Singles at Lunzjata on 5th and 12 Oct; and at Ghadira on 28 Nov. 

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula semit:orquat:a 
1985 : 1 male ringed at Rabat on 28 Apr. 

ZanzareLL tal-Lvant 

COLcAREO FLYCAlCHER Ficedula albicollis Zanzarell tal-Kullar 
1985 : 17 sightings on 13 days from 30 Mar to 18 Apr, with 3-5 at Chadwick Lakes on 

30-31 Mar highest, otherwise 1-2. Singles on 21st and 25 t'.pr, and on 9 May .. 

1986 Only recorded in spring, with singles on 3 dates from 5-13th, and on 8 days from 
23 Apr to 8 May; most in late Apr. Usually 1-5, but max of 15 at Bingemma/Dwejra 
on 24th and 26 Apr. 

PI ED FL YCAl CHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell I swed 
1985 In spring 1-3 on a few days from 29 Mar, then on most days from 12 Apr to 12 May with 

15 at Bingemma/Dwejra on 25 Apr highest, otherwise 1-10. 1 on 12 May. In autumn 
1 on 24 Aug, and 1 on 6th and 2 on 22 Sep. 

1986 1 on 18 ,Mar, then 1-2 on most days from 2 with up to 10 from 19th, but 18 at 
Bingemma/Dwejra on 20th. Only 2-3 after 3 with last on 15th. Singles on 5 
days from 23-30 Aug; then 1-2 on 3 dates from 7-14 Sep and again singles on 3 dates 
from 2-12 Oct. 

PEfiDUL I NE 1 11 Remiz pendulinus Pendu lin 
1986 : Exceptional year: 1-6 frequently from 24 Oct to 16 Nov; 1 on 22 Nov, then again 

almost daiLy from 1-9 Dec, with 5 on 8th, otherwise 1-3~ and 1 on 27th and 2 on 
29-30 Dec. ALL at Ghadira. 

00LDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus lajra Safra 
1985 : Singles on 16th and 22 nd, 7hen on most days from 25 Apr to 12 May and. 5 further 

sightlngs till 31st. In single figures, but 10+ at Bingemma/Dwejra on 25 Apr. ln 
autumn, 1 on 30 Aug, then singles on 4 scattered dates from 7-29 Sep. 

1986 In spring almost daily sight!ngs from 18 Apr to 25 In single figures up to 7, 
but max of 10 at Xemxlja on 25 Apr. ::; on 31 May and on 3 Jun. Sinqles at Buskett 
on 4 dates inJun-Jul. In autumn on 7 dates frorr, 28 Aug to 23 Sep; singles, except 
for 4 at Lunzjata on 14 Sep. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio Kaccame>ndula Hamra 
1985 Singles on 5 dates from 2-15 Sep, then 1 at Ghadira from 27 Oct to 3 Nov. 
1986 : Singles on 13th and 19 In autumn always recorded in singles: on 7th and 28 Aug, 

4 different sightings on th and 13 Sep, and on 6 days from 4-19 Oct. 

LESSER GREY SHRIKE Lanius minor Kaccamendula Griza 
1986 : 1 at Bingemma on 3 Aug. 

MASKED SHRIKE Lanius nubicus Kaccamendula tal-Maskra 
1985 : 1 at Lunzjata on 20 Oct. 

WOODCHAl SHRIKE Lanius senat:or Kaccamendula 
1985 : In soring, singles on 7 days from 7-22 Apr, then frequently recorded from 25 Apr 

to 12 May, folloV~Ied by a further 3 slghtlngs, the last on 30th~ Max 20 at Ghaxaq 
on 28 Apr, otherwise 1-5. Singles on 8th and 12 Jun, and on 17th and 26 Jul. Again 
singles on 4 dates from 1-25 Aug and 'I at Dwejra <Malta) on 12-14 Sep. 

1986 On most days in spring from 4 Apr to 22 May with a peak in early May. Mostly 1-4 
but 10+ at Dwejra/Bingemma on 3 May. Singles on 29th and 31 May. In autumn 18 
sightings of singles on 15 days from 17 Aug to 1EI Sep, with most In late Aug. 

SlPPLING Sturnus vulgaris SturneLL 
1985 : Double to low treble figures in Jan-Mar to 7th, max 200 on 5 Jan, then 1-2 on 3 days 

from 18-23 ivlar. Singles on 10 May and 21 JuL. 5 at Marsa on 28 Aug and singles on 
3 dates from 3-10 Sep. Main autumn migration from 25 Sep,reaching treble figures 
on a few days from 9 Oct onwards. 1000 at Luqa on 16-17 Nov highest. 

1g86 Double to treble figures in Jan-Feb to 14th with 700 at Luqa on 2 Feb highest. 
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Smaller numbers till 23 Mar, then 1-3 on 3 dates up to 23 Apr. Singles on 1st and 
10 May, on 27 Jun, on 10th and 17 Aug. Autumn passage from 5 Oct with double or 
treble figures almost daily but max 1000 on 10-12 Nov and 2000+ at Luqa on 10 Dec. 

SPANISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis 
1985-86 : Abundant breeding resident. 

Ghammiel tal-Bejt 

lREE SPARROW Passer mont:anus Ghammiel tas-Siaar 
1985 Breeding as usual in scattered areas with~up to 50 ot Chadwick Lakes in Jul-Sep. 

Recorded wintering and passage birds mostly in Oct-Nov .. 
1986 Only scattered sightings from t~ar with 10-50 at Bingemma and Chadwick Lakes between 

Jul-.~ug. At other places mostly in Sep-early Nov with max of 25 at Xemx i ja on 5 Oct 
Breeding as last year. 

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs Sponsun 
1985 : Single to low double figures in various places in Jan-Apr to 14th but only up to 

after mid-Mar. Highest 40 at Buskett on 30 Jan. 1-2 on 9 days in May and up to 
15 at Buskett in Jun-Sep. 1-3 in other areas,especially Chadwick Lake 
period . First migrants from 5 Oct, then main passage from 13th with 
(up to 50} on most days but heavy passage recorded at Bengnisa on 25 Oct. 
from late Oct to mid-Nov with smaller numbers in Dec. 

1986 : Single to double figures in Jan-Mar with max of 50 at Buskett on 17 Jan; a sl 

SERIN 
1985 : 

1986 

return passage evident in mid-Mar. l-3 on most days in mostly at ra, 
then up to 10 at Buskett inJun-Aug (most inJun) and other Localities, 
mainly Bingemma and Chadwick Lakes during same period. A few singles in Sep, with 
passage migrants from 1 Oct onwards. Peak betweer: mid-Oct and mid-Nov with tow 
treble figures on 4 dates, max 180 at C:::...tmnija on 31 Oct. ca.300 at Floriana roost 
on 28 Nov. Smaller numbers in Dec, with treble figures only at roosts. 

Serinus serinus AppareLl 
Double to Low treble figures on most days 
occurred from20-23 Jan when large pass 

in Jan-Feb out an exceptional 
( l n thousands) reported from 
Singles on 10 dates in 

where poss i breed i 
lakes on 15 Sir figures 

Influx 
sItes. 

Up to 40 to mid-Mar with a few till 31 
6 dates in Jun-JuL mostly from Buskett 
Loculitles in but 4 at Chadwick 
with occasional sightings till mid-Nov, 
in Dec. 

but 50 at sa on Nov. 1-2 on 6 dates 

n single figures at various places in Jan-Mar, but 10 Jt Ghacira on 22 Feb, 
ingles on a few days in Apr-Jun and 1-2 at Farha in Jul and singles on 
n Jul-Aug. Most sightings after Mar from ira. 2 on 27 and i on 2nd, wi 

passage migrants from 24 Oct onwards. 1-5 from many areas til yecr end~ out 500+ 
at Siggiewi on 22nd and 50+ on 29 Dec highest. 

GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris Verdun 
1985 : On a few dates in Jan-Feb to 9th,max 6 at 

Singles on 10th and 14 Mar, with a small 
I Apr. Singles on sporadic dates between 

12 Jan; otherwise 1-2. 

young - at Victoria on 3 Aug. 1 on 5 Sep, then 13 

isa (r.o numbers given) on 
Aug, but 5 - pair a~d 

ings of 1-8 on 10 dates 
~ov, 8th and 23 Dec. 

1986 
from 12 Oct to 13 ~ov, followed by singles on 
Singles on 5 Jan; 5th and 7 Feb; 2nd, 9th and 
on 25 Jul and again singles on 7th and 14 Sep 
and sightings of 1-5 on mosr days from 25 Oct 

20 and 14-15 Jun. 2 at \larsal forn 
and 14 Oct. lhen 30 on 18th 

ro 30 Nov. 1 on 25 Dec. 

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis Gardell 
1985 : 1-2 on 5 days from 20 Jan to 28 Feb, and singles on 4 dates frcm 9 ~:ar to 7 Apr, 

but a small passage ( no numbers quoted) aT Benghisa on 1 Apr. 1 on 3rd and :3 ~ay, 
3 on 5 Nov and 2 on 13 Dec. 

1986 : 1-2 on 3 dates from 2-26 Apr; singles on 24 May and 16-17 JuL at Ghadira; and ;-2 on 
3 dates from 1-10 Nov. 3 on 22 

SISKIN Carduelis spinus Ekru 
1985 : 2 at Gharghur on 15th, then 

9 Nov, all at Benghisa. Another 
on 19th, otherwise 1-6. 

1986 : Singles at Floriana on 24 Oct and 

L 1 NNEl Carduelis cannabina Gojj in 

passage ( 1000+) on 26 Oct and 200+ on 1st 3nd 
sightings on 5 dares from 8-30 No~, max 30 

at San Anton on 30 Dec. 

1985 : High treble figures fn many areas fn Jar1-Mar to 11 with a influx 
occuring in mid-Jan when 'thousands reported from var ~reas. gh numbers, 
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28 May to 4 Jun. At Least 3 pairs at Buskett inJun-Jut. A few from 15 Aug, then 
on most days from 31 Aug to 15 Oct; mostly 1-3 but up to 5 at Xemxlja on 28th and 
at Bingemma on 30 Sep. 1 at Ghadira on 23-26 Oct. 

RED-BREA.SlED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula parva Zanzarell Sidru Ahmar 
1985 Singles at Bingemma on 14th and at Xemxija on 22 Sep; at Ghadira on 20th and at 

Xemxija on 27 Oct, and again at Ghadira on 2-3 Nov. 
1986 Singles at Lunzjata on 5th and 12 Oct; and at Ghadira on 28 Nov. 

SEMI-COLLARED FLYCAlCHER Ficedula semit:orquat:a 
1985 : 1 male ringed at Rabat on 28 Apr. 

ZanzareLL tal-Lvant 

COLcAREO FLYCAlCHER Ficedula albicollis Zanzarell tal-Kullar 
1985 : 17 sightings on 13 days from 30 Mar to 18 Apr, with 3-5 at Chadwick Lakes on 

30-31 Mar highest, otherwise 1-2. Singles on 21st and 25 t'.pr, and on 9 May .. 

1986 Only recorded in spring, with singles on 3 dates from 5-13th, and on 8 days from 
23 Apr to 8 May; most in late Apr. Usually 1-5, but max of 15 at Bingemma/Dwejra 
on 24th and 26 Apr. 

PI ED FL YCAl CHER Ficedula hypoleuca Zanzarell I swed 
1985 In spring 1-3 on a few days from 29 Mar, then on most days from 12 Apr to 12 May with 

15 at Bingemma/Dwejra on 25 Apr highest, otherwise 1-10. 1 on 12 May. In autumn 
1 on 24 Aug, and 1 on 6th and 2 on 22 Sep. 

1986 1 on 18 ,Mar, then 1-2 on most days from 2 with up to 10 from 19th, but 18 at 
Bingemma/Dwejra on 20th. Only 2-3 after 3 with last on 15th. Singles on 5 
days from 23-30 Aug; then 1-2 on 3 dates from 7-14 Sep and again singles on 3 dates 
from 2-12 Oct. 

PEfiDUL I NE 1 11 Remiz pendulinus Pendu lin 
1986 : Exceptional year: 1-6 frequently from 24 Oct to 16 Nov; 1 on 22 Nov, then again 

almost daiLy from 1-9 Dec, with 5 on 8th, otherwise 1-3~ and 1 on 27th and 2 on 
29-30 Dec. ALL at Ghadira. 

00LDEN ORIOLE Oriolus oriolus lajra Safra 
1985 : Singles on 16th and 22 nd, 7hen on most days from 25 Apr to 12 May and. 5 further 

sightlngs till 31st. In single figures, but 10+ at Bingemma/Dwejra on 25 Apr. ln 
autumn, 1 on 30 Aug, then singles on 4 scattered dates from 7-29 Sep. 

1986 In spring almost daily sight!ngs from 18 Apr to 25 In single figures up to 7, 
but max of 10 at Xemxlja on 25 Apr. ::; on 31 May and on 3 Jun. Sinqles at Buskett 
on 4 dates inJun-Jul. In autumn on 7 dates frorr, 28 Aug to 23 Sep; singles, except 
for 4 at Lunzjata on 14 Sep. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE Lanius collurio Kaccame>ndula Hamra 
1985 Singles on 5 dates from 2-15 Sep, then 1 at Ghadira from 27 Oct to 3 Nov. 
1986 : Singles on 13th and 19 In autumn always recorded in singles: on 7th and 28 Aug, 

4 different sightings on th and 13 Sep, and on 6 days from 4-19 Oct. 

LESSER GREY SHRIKE Lanius minor Kaccamendula Griza 
1986 : 1 at Bingemma on 3 Aug. 

MASKED SHRIKE Lanius nubicus Kaccamendula tal-Maskra 
1985 : 1 at Lunzjata on 20 Oct. 

WOODCHAl SHRIKE Lanius senat:or Kaccamendula 
1985 : In soring, singles on 7 days from 7-22 Apr, then frequently recorded from 25 Apr 

to 12 May, folloV~Ied by a further 3 slghtlngs, the last on 30th~ Max 20 at Ghaxaq 
on 28 Apr, otherwise 1-5. Singles on 8th and 12 Jun, and on 17th and 26 Jul. Again 
singles on 4 dates from 1-25 Aug and 'I at Dwejra <Malta) on 12-14 Sep. 

1986 On most days in spring from 4 Apr to 22 May with a peak in early May. Mostly 1-4 
but 10+ at Dwejra/Bingemma on 3 May. Singles on 29th and 31 May. In autumn 18 
sightings of singles on 15 days from 17 Aug to 1EI Sep, with most In late Aug. 

SlPPLING Sturnus vulgaris SturneLL 
1985 : Double to low treble figures in Jan-Mar to 7th, max 200 on 5 Jan, then 1-2 on 3 days 

from 18-23 ivlar. Singles on 10 May and 21 JuL. 5 at Marsa on 28 Aug and singles on 
3 dates from 3-10 Sep. Main autumn migration from 25 Sep,reaching treble figures 
on a few days from 9 Oct onwards. 1000 at Luqa on 16-17 Nov highest. 

1g86 Double to treble figures in Jan-Feb to 14th with 700 at Luqa on 2 Feb highest. 
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Smaller numbers till 23 Mar, then 1-3 on 3 dates up to 23 Apr. Singles on 1st and 
10 May, on 27 Jun, on 10th and 17 Aug. Autumn passage from 5 Oct with double or 
treble figures almost daily but max 1000 on 10-12 Nov and 2000+ at Luqa on 10 Dec. 

SPANISH SPARROW Passer hispaniolensis 
1985-86 : Abundant breeding resident. 

Ghammiel tal-Bejt 

lREE SPARROW Passer mont:anus Ghammiel tas-Siaar 
1985 Breeding as usual in scattered areas with~up to 50 ot Chadwick Lakes in Jul-Sep. 

Recorded wintering and passage birds mostly in Oct-Nov .. 
1986 Only scattered sightings from t~ar with 10-50 at Bingemma and Chadwick Lakes between 

Jul-.~ug. At other places mostly in Sep-early Nov with max of 25 at Xemx i ja on 5 Oct 
Breeding as last year. 

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs Sponsun 
1985 : Single to low double figures in various places in Jan-Apr to 14th but only up to 

after mid-Mar. Highest 40 at Buskett on 30 Jan. 1-2 on 9 days in May and up to 
15 at Buskett in Jun-Sep. 1-3 in other areas,especially Chadwick Lake 
period . First migrants from 5 Oct, then main passage from 13th with 
(up to 50} on most days but heavy passage recorded at Bengnisa on 25 Oct. 
from late Oct to mid-Nov with smaller numbers in Dec. 

1986 : Single to double figures in Jan-Mar with max of 50 at Buskett on 17 Jan; a sl 

SERIN 
1985 : 

1986 

return passage evident in mid-Mar. l-3 on most days in mostly at ra, 
then up to 10 at Buskett inJun-Aug (most inJun) and other Localities, 
mainly Bingemma and Chadwick Lakes during same period. A few singles in Sep, with 
passage migrants from 1 Oct onwards. Peak betweer: mid-Oct and mid-Nov with tow 
treble figures on 4 dates, max 180 at C:::...tmnija on 31 Oct. ca.300 at Floriana roost 
on 28 Nov. Smaller numbers in Dec, with treble figures only at roosts. 

Serinus serinus AppareLl 
Double to Low treble figures on most days 
occurred from20-23 Jan when large pass 

in Jan-Feb out an exceptional 
( l n thousands) reported from 
Singles on 10 dates in 

where poss i breed i 
lakes on 15 Sir figures 

Influx 
sItes. 

Up to 40 to mid-Mar with a few till 31 
6 dates in Jun-JuL mostly from Buskett 
Loculitles in but 4 at Chadwick 
with occasional sightings till mid-Nov, 
in Dec. 

but 50 at sa on Nov. 1-2 on 6 dates 

n single figures at various places in Jan-Mar, but 10 Jt Ghacira on 22 Feb, 
ingles on a few days in Apr-Jun and 1-2 at Farha in Jul and singles on 
n Jul-Aug. Most sightings after Mar from ira. 2 on 27 and i on 2nd, wi 

passage migrants from 24 Oct onwards. 1-5 from many areas til yecr end~ out 500+ 
at Siggiewi on 22nd and 50+ on 29 Dec highest. 

GREENFINCH Carduelis chloris Verdun 
1985 : On a few dates in Jan-Feb to 9th,max 6 at 

Singles on 10th and 14 Mar, with a small 
I Apr. Singles on sporadic dates between 

12 Jan; otherwise 1-2. 

young - at Victoria on 3 Aug. 1 on 5 Sep, then 13 

isa (r.o numbers given) on 
Aug, but 5 - pair a~d 

ings of 1-8 on 10 dates 
~ov, 8th and 23 Dec. 

1986 
from 12 Oct to 13 ~ov, followed by singles on 
Singles on 5 Jan; 5th and 7 Feb; 2nd, 9th and 
on 25 Jul and again singles on 7th and 14 Sep 
and sightings of 1-5 on mosr days from 25 Oct 

20 and 14-15 Jun. 2 at \larsal forn 
and 14 Oct. lhen 30 on 18th 

ro 30 Nov. 1 on 25 Dec. 

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis Gardell 
1985 : 1-2 on 5 days from 20 Jan to 28 Feb, and singles on 4 dates frcm 9 ~:ar to 7 Apr, 

but a small passage ( no numbers quoted) aT Benghisa on 1 Apr. 1 on 3rd and :3 ~ay, 
3 on 5 Nov and 2 on 13 Dec. 

1986 : 1-2 on 3 dates from 2-26 Apr; singles on 24 May and 16-17 JuL at Ghadira; and ;-2 on 
3 dates from 1-10 Nov. 3 on 22 

SISKIN Carduelis spinus Ekru 
1985 : 2 at Gharghur on 15th, then 

9 Nov, all at Benghisa. Another 
on 19th, otherwise 1-6. 

1986 : Singles at Floriana on 24 Oct and 

L 1 NNEl Carduelis cannabina Gojj in 

passage ( 1000+) on 26 Oct and 200+ on 1st 3nd 
sightings on 5 dares from 8-30 No~, max 30 

at San Anton on 30 Dec. 

1985 : High treble figures fn many areas fn Jar1-Mar to 11 with a influx 
occuring in mid-Jan when 'thousands reported from var ~reas. gh numbers, 
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also in at roes ts, espec 1 a l FLori ana. Numbers decreased to Low daub le 
es after with last on 14 1-2 on sporadic dates between May-P..ug, 
y from Gozo. l on 21st and 4 on Sep, then 1-2 on a few days from 3rd, 

with most from 19 Oct onwards. Double Figures (up to 50) on most days, but a 

passage reported at Benghisa on 24 Oct. 
1986 Single to low double figures in with numbers increasing between late Feb 

and late rv1ar, ca.800 (roosti ana on 25 Feb highest. Single figures 
on a few on 6 dates ln May. 2 on 19 Jun and 1 on 26 Jul. 
l hen 1-3 on dates i r. On autumn on 9th and from 19 Oct onwards 
ln single to Low doubLe max 30 at on 31 Oct. 

REDPOLL Carduelis f_Iammea 
1985 of the nominate race 

CROSSBiLL Loxia curvirostra 
1985 1 at Ghadira on 13 JuL. 

Krucjat 

HAWF!NCH coccothraustes coccot:hraustes laz-Zebbug 
1985 1 on 14 Oct. 
1986 : 11 on 8 dates from 10 Oct to 8 Nov. with 20+ on Gozo and 

on 8 at Fornm ir-Rlh on 22 Ocij' otherwise 1-2. 

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella 
1985 : 1 at Delimara on 30 Sep. 

ORlOLAN BUN11NG Embexiza hoxtulana 
1985 : 2 at Gharghur on 16 Apr. 

Durrajsa Safra 

Ortolan 

RUSi l C BUNl I NG Emberiza .rustica Durrajsa Oastn 1 ja 
1986 : 1 rlnged at Lunzjata on 19 Oct. 

at Buske·ft 

REED BUNl!NCJ Emberiza schoeniclus Durrajsa tal-Oascb 
1985 :-2 at Ghadira in Ja;t-Feb to 17th and 1 at same place from 10-24 Mar. '! on 

and 1-3 on most from 26 Oct to 27 Nov; 't-2 at Ghadira from 7-25 Dec. Most 

signtings in autumn ai ira, Xemxija and 
1986 Si on 5 Jan and 20-24 fv':ar at Ghadira. at Ghadira fron; 13 Oct to 31 Dec, 

wi most between m-Id-Nov and mid-Dec when 1-8 but 10 on 17 Nov. Sightlngs 
outside Ghadira in Novr mostLy at Xernxijc and Lunzjata. 

CORN BUNl lNG Miliaria calandra 
1985 Breeding in various sites. Hi numbers in Sep-Oct probably due to migrants 

with max 50 at Ghadlra on 21 
1986 Breedi with highest number 1 15 at Ghadira. Up to 30 on a few 

days in \cates migration. 
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RINGING REPORT FOR 1986-87 

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci 
(Ringing & Research Conuni ttee) 

.lhis report covers the two-year period 1986-87 duri 
ringed. By the end of 1987 the grand total of birds ri 
stood at 175,571 of 155 species and 2 hybrids. 

which period 22,122 birds were 
since ringing started in 1965 

lhe number of birds ri in 1986 was 11,41.1 of 92 species 1 three of which, namely 
Little Egret, White-winged lern and Paddyfield WarbLer were new additions to the 
ringing list. It was also the first time that the Paddyf WarbLer was recorded in the 
Maltese Islands. In 1987 the number of birds rinoed was 1 
other new species were added to the ringing list ::_ Squacco and 
Pallas's Warbler 1 the Latter two oeing also new to the list 

By the end of 1987 the ten species which 
ringed since 1965 were as follows: (the number 
given). 

the List of the number of birds 
irds ringed in 1986 & 1987 are also 

Species 

Robin 
Chi ffchaff 
Swallow 
Storm Petrel 
Spanish Sparrow 
Sardinian Warbler 
BLackcap 
Sand fV1ar t in 
Garden Warbler 
House Martin 

1965-87 1986 

G6 
299 
135 

1987 

393 
26 

4 i 1 

lne monthly totals of birds ri:1ged for the two-year period under review are figured 
in the following table: 

1986 1987 

Months No. of birds No. of No. of birds No. of 
ringed species ringed species 

Jan. 696 19 745 2.1 
Feb. 556 "17 510 
IV;ar. 664 30 1 '539 40 
Apr. 1,499 40 1 '569 49 
May 1,394 37 791 42 
Jun. 176 1i )57 17 
JuL. 209 9 302 13 
Aug. 652 31 445 21 
Sep. 685 43 486 43 
Oct. 2,482 53 821 58 
Nov. 1 '766 38 42 
Dec. 635 24 516 

Apart from the list of ri and recove-ry totaLs to the end of 987, ~his rcoort 
consists of a section dealing w recoveries of 15 spec repcrte during 1986-87. 
Fifteen of these recover which involve ten species, were reported As in 

revious years hirundines f gure nently ir1 this section. Four of inierest i 
rea House Martin recovered in 7 vears after rinoino: a Swallow in ;··-''orocco (t\'"'i::o 
sour first bird recovered so in which was coni Led 
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