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THE SECOND OCCURRENCE OF THE OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT IN MALTA.

An unusual pipit was mistnetted by the writer while bird-ringing at Xemxijla on 2nd
Novemper 1983. On close examination the birc furned out to be an Olive-backed Fipit
Anthus hodgsoni. The ldentification was also confirmed separately by John Borg and
Charles Gauci; the latter had also seen the first specimen which was trepped and ringed
at Ghadira on 30th October 1975 (Cilia, V. 1977-78. Olive-backed Pipit - an addition fo
the Llist of the birds of Malta. Zl-Merill 19 :; 11),

in size it was smaller than a lree Pipit Anthus trivialis, |is overall colour was
olive~green with darker sireaks on the head and very faint streaking on nape and mantte.
The rump was greenish and completely unstreaked. lhe wings and tail had greenish edges to
the feathers. 1he ear coverts were dark, the chin white and the throat cream. The breast
was creamy white with black spots, the belly was cream and the flanks were pale tawny
buff with darker streaks. lhe axillaries end under-tail coverts were cream tinged vellow,
The broad whife superciliary sfripe was quife unlike that of any other Eurcpean pipit

The bitl was dark grey on top and pale underneath and the inside of the mouth was
areyish. Tne legs were pinkish and the iris dark olive brown; the eve-rina was brown.
pure White on the outer tail feathers was present as in the

white accompanying figure.
i

The biometrics in mm. were as follows : wing 78; tail 354;
tarsus 32.2; bilt 15; bill depth 3.5; bill widfh 4.2; and
sullied nind claw 8.8. The bird weighed 20.0 am.

white While in the hand the bird called continuously & high
pitched 'sip' similar to a call of the kegulus sp. On re-
lease its cali was like a lree Pipit's but higher pitched,
a feature which was also reported by Cilie loc. cit.

his pipit is a vagrant from Asia fo Europe.

. John Attard Montalto
J.A.M. - 19/2 B McIver Street, Sliema, Malta.

Eds. — Since the above occurrence another Olive-backed Pipit was trapped and ringed a?
Lunz jata, Gozo on 3rc November 1984,
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