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COLOUR-CATEGORIES OF t1ALE PIED FLYCATCHERS IH SPRING. 

Professor Rudolph Drost <Dber das Brutkleld mi3nnl icher Trauerfl iegenf2inger, Muscicapa 
hypoleuca. - Der Vogelzug 6, p. 179-186. 1936) was the first to devote full attention to 
this theme. in the numerous male Pied Flycatchers Ficedula hyp61euca o:: sprinq mi\;Jration 
on Heliqoland the upperparts show3d considerable variation in colour. While in some males 
the upperpart was black throughout, others Lacked black almost completely. Drost examined 
237 skins from North and Central Europe, and worked out 7 coLour-categories for classifi
cation. At the same time he was aware of the fact that more or different categories might 
be chosen. However, in the meantime these 7 categories have been generaLly accepted and 
oroved to be practicaL. 

Category ! : Upoerpart unlform black 
Category VI I : Upperpart uniform grey or brown 
Categories II -VI : Intermediates 

Examinations of northern birds show that old males belon9 to colour category ! - IV 
(m 2.97land males of the previous year to category II- VI Cr1 4.2). Birds (including mig
rants) collected in Central Europe belong to colour-categories I I -VI I (adult, m 4.561 
and I I - V! l (juvenile, m 5. 17) respectively. 

Males trapped on Malta and Gozo for rinqlng should be classified according to the 7 
categories !see photograph). Adults and juveniles have to be separated. The white colour
ing of the forehead as well as the intenisty of the white on the underparts may also have 
to be examined. There are correlations in +his respect. 

As generally known the difference in the coLour of the upperparts have not yet led to 
recognize the northern and centl-aL European Pied r:Lycatchers as different races. 

Hans Bub 

H .B. - Institut fUr Vogelt-orschung, Vogelwarte Helgoland, An Der Vogelwarte 21 ~ 
D- 2940 Wilhelmshaven 15, Fed. Rep. of Germany. 

UNUSUAL NUHBER OF EGGS IN A FAN-TAILED WARBLER'S NEST. 

A nest of the Fan-taiLed 11./arbler Cisticola juncidis conte:lni seven eggs was found 
at Ghajn Rihana Valley on 25th il 1984. lhe female was 1 the eggs. lhe colour 
of the eaos was white with reddi ground and it was 
rather from inside. 

lhe nest was examined aqain on 30.th April when lt stiLL contained the seven eaqs. On 
vis 1 t i ng it aaa in on 7th ,v:ay :· Six one-day old puLl i ~o1ere present. One unhatched e9g W~s 
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still in the nest. lhe nest was examined aqain on 12 May and the egq,oresumed infertile. 
was stiLL there. - · 

lhere is a possibiLity that the female Layed her first clutch Cwhfch included only 
one infertile egg) earlier in the season, and then re-Layed her second clutch In the same 
nest (this time Laying slx egqs which all hatched). Another possibility is that the fe
maLe Layed a clutch of seven egqs one of which was infertile. 

A case of a Fan-tailed Warbler 1 s nest containinc ei 
had been recorded previously ( Gauci, C. & Sultana. J. 
Laying in same nest containing infertile eqgs. 

R.G.- 'Sunview', Potters Street, B'Kara, Malta. 

THE SECOND OCCURRENCE OF THE OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT HI t1ALTA. 

comprising two clutches 
nstances of birds re-
21). 

Raymond Galea 

An unusual pipit was mistnetted by the writer whiLe bird-rinqinq 
November 1983. On close examination the bird turned out to be an Ol i 
Anthus hodgsoni. lhe identification was also confirmed separately by Joh:' Borg 
Charles Gauci; the latter had also seen the first specimen which was trapped and rinqed 
at Ghadira on 30th October 1975 (Cilia, V. 1977-78. Olive-backed Pipit- an addition to 
the list of the birds of Malta. Il-Merill 19 : 11). 

In size i+ was smaLLer than a lree Pipit Az1thus trivialis. Its overall colour was 
olive-green with darker streaks on the head and faint streaking on nape and mantle. 
lhe was greenish and completely unstreaked. l wings and tall had greenish edoes to 
the . lhe ear coverts were dark, the chin white and the throat cream. lne 
was white with black spots, the belly was cream and the flanks were 
buff streaks. lhe axiLlaries and under-talL coverts were cream 

white superciliary stripe was quite unlike that 

lhe bill was dark on top atld pale underneath and the insid-:;:; of the mouth was 
qrevish. lhe Leas were pi ish and the iris dark olive the eye-rlnq was orown. 

J.A.M. 

pure White on the outer tall was present as in the 
v1h i te accompany i nq figure. 

sullied 
white 

lhe biometrics in mm. were 
tarsus 32.2; biLl 
hi nd c law 3. B . l he 

as follows : wing 
3.5; bill wi 

20.0 ~"'· 

tail 5~ 

4.2; 

While in the ha~d the bird called continuously 2 hiah 
itched 'sip' similar to a call of the Regulus sp. On re-

its caLL was Like a it's but hiaher pitched, 
a feature which was aLso Cilia lac. 

lhis pipit is a vaorant from A,sia to Europe. 

- 19/2 B Mciver Street, Sliema, Malta. 
John Attard Montalto 

Eds. -Since the above occurrence another Olive-backed Pioit was trapped and ringed ai 
Lunzjata, Gozo on 3rd Novemoer 1984. 

SPECTACLED WARBLERS AT PLAY? 

lhe incident reported here was observed at Ghadira Nature Reserve on 29th October 
1983, at approximately 11.00 hrs. Several Spectacled Warblers 
seen engaged in a social activity on the embankment which 
frinqe of the nature reserve. Observations were made from 

Sylvia conspicillata were 
cts the south western 

road which skirts the 
southern border of the reserve 1 at a distance of from 20 to 25 metres from the birds. 
Powerful ( 16 X 50) binoculars were used. 

At Least three (perhaps five) Spectacled Warblers were seen chasl one another 
around an elevation of bare earth on the embankment. lhe birds fol a circular to ob-
Long path around a ten metre stretch of embankment. At inTervals, the birds on 
the bare earth to posture with cocked taiL and vocalise. lhe behaviour was rst detected 
by the frequent loud vocalisations produced by the interacting birds. lhe vocalisations 
consisted of snatches of sonq, interspersed w.ith the churrinq 1 alarm' call. fl .. t least two 
of the birds were seen carryinq Large (4-5 em) qreen and black caterpillars in their 
biLL. Circular chases were observed between birds which lacked illars in their 
biLL. In addition, a bird holding e caterpillar was seen bei by another bird 
whose bilL was empty. lhis behaviour was reoeated at short 1 during the 10 min-
utes devoted to the observations. lhe behaviour was stiLL in progress when observations 
were stopped. 
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!\nthropomorphic interpretations of animal behaviour are r but the behaviour re
' 1 his seems 1-o be an here was strongly ive of little children playing 

nsrancA of social play in Spectacled Warbler. 
Hartin A. Thake 

Si\HiH!!IAN WARBLER : UNUSUAL FEEDING BEHAVIOUR. 

On 10th January 1978, a sinnle male Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala was seen 
Ieee of bread. when approached without attempting to 

lhe item RaiLway Road, in front of St. Aloysius 
B'Kara and had been one of the col students. Scraps 

ar ;moortant diet of Spanish Passer 
~ehaviour was observed durinq winter 

while on a walk at Buskett, a single male Sardin[an 
within one of the barrels which serve as oust b ns. It 

ne whether the bird was feeding on flies or on food scraps 

Martin A. Thake 

M.~J..T. - 1.69 Fleur-de-Lys Road, B;!Kara, Malta. 

Pl'!iPlE HEHON EA TINC A SJ<HII<. 
some friends at Ghadira Nature Reserve on 9th i L 1984, we 

roticea that a Ardea purpurea had caught a prey. lhe bird then Lev.r a short 
distance to one the reserve with its prey dangling in its beaK. 

lhe heron took several minutes to swallow its prey, during ~vhich time 'Ne could iden
tify its food. "lhe prey \"!as a reptile and we alL were in agreement that IT was a skillk. 
OnLy 0ne soecies of skink is found in Nlalta, the Ocellated Skink C"Jalcides ocell.atus, 
'>"mich is fairly commofl ln the reserve. lhe skink was a fully qrown specimen and seemed to 
be abo~t 25 em in Length. 

:r.e heron held The skink bv its neck, suffocatlnq it to death and then succeeaed to 
swalLow it after several attempts, head first. 

Purple Herons are in the Maltese Islands. lhey are 
able ~o the Local bird-shooters, when 
ri f8edi areas are very scarce and 

flyl Low or when fhev aL1aht. 
with exception of 0hadlra , are regu-

larly visi by bird-shooters. 

:Jur!no sprin0 1984 uo to three Purple Herons were present at Ghadira for several 
days. lf--.eir main diet during +heir stay at the reserve consisted of killifish Aphanius 
fasciatus and Grey MulLer Mugil sp. 

Denis Cachia 

D.C. - 17 Gardenia Stree-t, San~a Lucia, Malta. 

N! U~ISUCCESSFUL BREEDING A TTH1PT BY THE SHORT -EARED OWL. 

During the nineteenth century odd pairs of Short-eared Owls Asio flammeus used to 
breed in the Maltese !sLands (Schembri,,<\. 1843. Cataloao Ornitologico deL Gruppo di Malta. 
& ·~iright,C. 1864. List of the Sirds observed in the islands of Malta and Gozo ). In the 
present century only two nests were found - one with 5 younq ln the vicinity of Siggiewi 
on 6th Mav 190~ and another with a clutch of 3 at Wied Znuber on 18th Mav 1909. 

1917. Notes on the Ornitholony of l. 

Since then ihere have been no other breedlno records of this ies; not surprisln9 
whe:~ consider l na the oreva i L i nq intense human i nrerference and ever shrink i n~1 adequate 
habitaT. On 17th March 1983 an employee of the of icuLture r·eported to us 
that he had flushed a owL from a nest conta ni i Leon dutv on the isLand 
of Comino which is a bi sanctuary. On visiting the on 24th ~1arch a Short-eared 
Owl was found incubatinq 5 eqqs in a nest which was si on the remnants of a base 0f 
a rubble wall which div1ded two uncultivated terraced fields. lhe nest had Little material 
and was 3 shallow hollow 1 sheltered by veoetatlon. Unfortunately the nest was tound des-

a few rlays later. Only two cold - remained and the site appeared much disturbed. 
Our nq the period in which the nest was observation one owl was seen and it is 
worth notlno that a Short-eared Owl had been shot fror.-1 a di just off Camino in mid-
March. 

Joe Sultana & Charle:s Cauci 
J. S. - 3 Sciberras Fla-ts 1 Pleur-de-Lys Junc~ion ,. B 'Kara 1 Malta. 
C.G. - 1 Skylark' .!' Targa Gap Esr:.a-te, Mosta, Malr:.a. 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR 1981 & 1982 

compiled by 

CHARLES GAUCI 

. Members who sent in records for the daily loq kept by the 
J. Attard Montalto, J. Borg, R. Cachia Zammit ~- Casha, V. Cili 
N. Fenech, R. Galea, C. Gauci, M.V. Gauci, B Gerrnanr J. Grech, 
D. Knight, H. Middleton, J. Middleton, C.A. Pomeroy, P. Portelli, G. Richards 

J. Doublet, 
R. Ingram, 

D. Rushford, J. Sultana, M.A. lhake, J. lheuma, A. Vassallo and L. Vella. Ot 
members may have contributed to the daily Loa kept at the Ghadira Nature Reserve, 
which records are subsequently added to the national daily and species Logs. 

lhe records for this two-year period were entered into the daily and 
Logs by J. Borg, R. Cachia Zammit and C. Gauci. lhe systematic List was camp 
by C. Gauc i. 

ies 

Where only one of the two years is given in the systematic List, :T 1s becausA 
there were no records in the other year. 

LlllLE GREBE Tachybap~us ruficollis Blonqun Zahir 
1981 : I at Ghadira on 14 Nov. -
1982 : 1 at Ghadira on most days from 9-27 Nov. I at M'Xlokk on S Dec. 

GREAl CRESlED GREBE Podiceps cris~a~us Blonqun Prim 
1981 : Singles at la' Xbiex on 27 Nov and at Pieta' on 19-20 Dec. 

BL~.CK-NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis Blongun Sekond 
1981 I at Ghadira on 10 Sep, then singles on 6th, 13·th and 19-21st and 2 on 27 Dec, 

most at Ghadira. 
1982 I at Manoel Isle on 18 .Jan, I at Ghadira on 11-16 Mar and 5 at M'Xlokk on 23 

Mar. i at Ghadira from 27 /',uq to 6 Seo, then present daiLy there from 2 Nov 
onwards with max of 5 on 18th and 21 Nov. 

CORY'S SHEARitJAlER Calonec-tris diomedea Ciefa 
1981 Breeding as usual. Recorded offshore between Mav and Aug. Highest count 

rafts totalling ca.1650 birds off IJ 1~iejra, Gozo on 4 Auq. 
1982 First sighting on 14 Mar. Max count 2400 off Marsalforn on 17 Jul. 

5001Y SHEAR\VAlER Puffinus griseus Ciefa ta' l-Atlantiku 
1982 : 1 shot outside territorial waters on 25 Nov. 

~ANX SHEARWAlER Puffinus puffinus Garnija 
1981 : No offshore records. Hignest count ashore ca. 100 at L-Ahrax Pt. on 25 May. 
1982: I off Camino on 4 Apr only sighting. Ca.80 ashore at L-Ahrax Pt. on 24 Mayo 

SlORM PElREL HydrobaLes pelagicus Kanqu ta' Filfla 
1981 :Breeding in usual numbers on Filfla. 
1982 : Recorded only from its breeding station on Filfla. 

GANNEl Sula bass ana Su l a 
1981 : I immature off Camino on 26 Dec. 
1982 : Singles offshore on 26 Oct, 25 Nov and 4 Dec. 

CORMORANl Phalacrocorax carbo Maraun 
1981 Singles over Xemxi on 29 Oct," over Ghadira on 7th ard at Ghar Hasan on 13 r..;ov. 
1982 : 1 at Uelimara on Jan. Sinqles on 19 Oct; 11th, 17th and 20 Nov, and on 29 

Dec. 2 on 30 Dec. 

BlllERN Eo-taurus s-tellaris Kappun 
1981 : 1 near Buskett on 14 Feb. 

LlllLE BlllERN Ixobrychus minu~us Russett tas-Siaar 
1981 Singles on 6 days from 18 Apr to i9 ~av. I o~ 6 Oct 
1982 : I on 7-8 Apr, then daily from 29 Apr to 21 10 ar Lunzjata on 1st 

highest; most recoras tram Ghadira and 1 on 31 Oct. 

HIGHl HERON Nyc-ticorax nycticorax Kwakka 
1981 : Recorded on 8 days from 20 Mar to 20 A,pr in 

party of 4. In autumn on severaL days from 
on 27 Sep highest. I on 5 Nov. 

lnq; no flocks 
Aug to 7 Oct 

1982 : On 19 days from 16 Mar to 20 usually up to 6 but flock of ca.SO over 
Rabat on 21 Mar. 2 on 13 Aug, 22 sightin9s on 17 days from 27 Aug to 
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