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. Arother—possibiitiy—
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—cese—ofaFar—toited Werbtertsrestcontatnina—eight eogs eemprising—two—ctutehe
hed—been— rded—previousty—{—Gavet; 6—& Soitara; & 1980. Instance £ bets
taytag—ia e—hest st tne—trfersi ggs~ Ii-Merill 21 : 24
7 LSunviewl,Potter reet, BIK —Malta, Raymerd—Galea
PRSP Hp T —was— —by—he—witer—white—btrd—rinaing at Xemxilz on 2nd
Nevemper 1983 Or—ct r—tHhe—bire—turred +—teo—be—an Ot tve-backed Fipit
Anthus—hedgseni- + + - <} Jekn Berg and
Sharte adet; the—tatter—had—at eer—the—Firsi—specimer—witch—was—trepped—and—rt g
at—Ghatira on 30+h Seteb P75 oey V= 19 . Bve—backed—Pipid— an edsit +
=] F—t A ;; ‘46{1;1 g v 1).
[ fze H w matter—than a tree—Piptt Anth 2 1ig, H eratt cotour—was
Hye—green—with—darker—streoks—or—the—head—and very fatai—streakine—ornape—and—mant
Fhe rump wes—greentsh—and—comptetelby—unsireskeds Jhe wirgs—eand—tatt—had—greenishedges
the feastners—the—ear F i i Ac—the—threat—eream—he breast
was creamy white—with—blact ream—and—the—Ftant e pale tawny
buff with darker streaks— H - ot am Tinged yellow,
The broad white—supereitiary +hat of any other Eurcpean pipit

At h i = £l ENN N
and—+he—irsid he—mouth—was
> brown; #he—eye—rina—w brewr

H feafhors WiQAﬁfgﬁeﬁT‘ﬁS n te

wer Fol —wing 78; #atH 54,
bitt deD+h éﬁm bHH wHdth 4225 and
ard ebew—8<8s the c\rd weighed 20.0 am,
bre—eatted—conting ty a high
+ H—ef—the Regul p—on re—
r#346a+4 was bke—a Tree PrpF%4§46u+4ﬁ+ﬁhef46++cﬁééj
reported by e Zees cit.
r—from—fsie—to—furope:
John—AttardHontatto
E S +r = ceurren anether—Otve—backed Pipit was—trapp FRe—trged
Lurztate—5 r—3reNovember 1084~

SPECTACLED WARBLERS AT PLAY?

The incident reporied here was observed at Ghadire Nature Reserve on 29th October
1983, at approximately 11.00 hrs. Several Spectacled Warblers Sylvia conspicillata were
seen engaged in a social activity on the embankment which profects the south wesfern
fringe of the nature reserve. Observations were made from the road which skirts fhe
southern border of the reserve, at a disfance of from 20 to 25 metres from the birds.
Powerful (16 X 50) binoculars were used.

At Lleast three (perhaps five) Spectacled Warblers were seen chasing one another
around an elevation of bare earth on the embankment. The birds followsd a circular to ob-
tong path around a fen metre sfrefch of embankment. At intervals, the birds perched on
the bare earth fo posture with cocked tail znd vocalise. lhe behaviour was first defected
by the freguent loud vocalisations produced by the interacting birds. The vocalisations
consisted of snafches of song, interspersed with the churring ‘alarm' call. At leas? two
of the birds were seen carrying large (4-5 cm) green and black caterpillars in their
bitl. Circular chases were observed between birds which lacked caterpillars in their
bilt. in addition, a bird holding & caterpillar was seen being chased by another bird
whose bill was empty. This behaviour was repeated at short intervals during fthe 10 min-
utes devoted to the observations. The behaviour was still in progress when observations
were stopped.
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Anthropomorphic interpretations of animal behaviour are risky, but the behaviour re-
poried here was strongly suggestive of Little children playing tag | 1his seems 1o be an
instance of social play in the Spectacled Warbler.

Martin A. Thake

SARBLHTAN-_WARBLER 1 UMUSUAL_FEED .
On 1oth—denuvary 1978; a—sirote—mel ardin

pecking at a pieee—efbreads lhe bird flew away when—appreoachedwithoutattempiing—+
er’r the bread. He Hem lay in the middle of Old RaitwayRead; in—froatof S+ Al
ollege, Bara—and—had probably been dropped by ere—of the eotlege students. Seraps

<r0[/peo by students form ar Fmpertant part of the dlet—ofSpanish Sparrows Passer

ap—Warblk ylvia melan phala wa can

hLSnanlOlPHalS during the academic year. Similar behavieur wa bserved—durina—wint
982-83, but the date was not recorded.
In Lafe January 1983, white—on—a country watk—et Buskett; a singte mate Sardinian
Warbler was seen foraging within—ene—of the large baorrel hich e A IE

was not possible to determinre whether—the bird was feeding—en
among the rubbish,

while bird-watching with seme—friends ot bhaddraNatureReser A—94h April 1984, we
nmoticed—that—a Purple Heron Alcéea—pg-r—pu;ea had—caug PF The bird then flew a short
distance to ore of the islands in +he— ith £

Fhe—teron—tock—severat—minutes vakltow Hs—prey,; during which +ime we could iden=
’—rry its food. The prey was a reptile and we all were in agreement that it s a shkink,
nty one species of skink is found in Malta, the Ocellated Skink Chalci ocellatu

PrEh ofarby—oarien b

The heron—hetd—the—skink by Hs—neck i ting it to-death and then succeeded o

7
rattow Hatter—severat—ttempts; d—firss

Purple—Herens—are rarely seen feeding r—the-Matd fstandss 1k e very vulner—
W to the—teocat bird-sheeters; when they are fhying Lew—%wﬁen rﬁ@-\f—@-&é—ﬂ-ﬁ—f— Approp-—

areas are yeryscarce—and these, with the excepiion of Shadira— are—regu=
by—bird-shooters.
1584 to—+h Purple—Heron co_present at Ghadira for s ral
g 1984—up—to—threePurple—Herons g
iet—d ihed 4+ + thor - neisted of killifish Aphanius
Hr—det—durtre—their—stay—at the— > = £
T Muttet Mugil spe
Penis—Cachia
Brts - 17 Gardenia Street, ta L , Malt
AMCUNSUCCESSIUL BREEDING ATTEMPT BY THE SHORT-EARED OWL.

Drlrlr\r‘v the—Atheteenth LEINTS dd—pate of Shortf-cared—Owlts dsio Tamr Hsed—to
brood in—tho Malie lebang hembri A 1843, Cafaloao Ornitologi det—Gruppo—i Matia:
& Wright,C. 1864, List of the Bird bserved iA—the island £ Malta—and—6 - Ipthe
present centur Ay two nests were found—— inth felmid ;

= y y s we one with 5 young in +h retatty—ef—Stagtewi
op4th M 190 Ad—another—with Luteh—of eqgs atWhed—Znruber n 3t May

(Despott, 5. 1917 —Notes—en %—he—@%m—r—he{—eqy—ef Malta »
ince—then fthersh been—n ther—breedingrecerd f this species; pot—surprising

when corsidering—theprevailbing intopse—human interference aﬁdfhee-ve%h%kﬁkmaaﬂﬁﬁm
habitat. On 17th March 1983 an empl e—of the Department of Agrievbture—repert + <
ot hehad thosheda Large owl frem—opest afating 5 qs whi—be—eﬁ—&uﬂ—eﬁ—*rhe Wﬁd
of Comino which fea bird saﬁei-uar—w. Bn visitng—the locality en—24+h March aShert—eared
Owt was found incubating & egos na nes:—wMen—wns situated en—+he—remnant f—a—base—of
a rubble wall which—divided two uneubiivat torraced fickds. Vhe nest had Litt ket
and-was a shallow hold ',h”,'d“,'d*‘?im%ﬁepmﬁa#eky—f—he—ﬂes—#w—asﬁeﬂﬁd—ées—
‘rrovnd a—few lia—y—g Later. Onby—Hy sold eqgs remained and the site appeared much disturbed.
During the peri bk eh—Fhenes by under ebservation only ene Lo —and H s
worth-noting Hm! Short—cared -Owl had-b hot from—a—dinghy just—effCominoir—mid
Jee—Sultana & Charles—Gaved
SS - I-Seibe 5, 1 i, unction; B'Kara, Malta.
€6 - !Skylark!, Parga—GapBstate; Mosta,
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