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SARDIMIAN WARBLER : UMUSUAL FEFEDIMG BEHAVIOUR.

On 10th January 1978, a sinole male Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala was seen
pecking at a piece of bread. lhe bird flew away when approached without attempting to
Lift the bread. lhe item lay in the middle of Old Railway Road, in front of St. Aloysius
College, B'Kara and had probably been dropped by one of the college students. Scraps
dropped by students form an important part of the diet of Spanish Sparrows Passer
hispaniolensis during the academic year. Similar behaviour was observed durina winfer
82, but the date was not recorded.

In Lafe January 1983, while on a couniry walk at Buskett, a single male Sardinian
Warbler was seen foraging within one of the large barrels which serve as dust bins. 1
was not possible to determine whether the bird was feeding on flies or on food scraps
among the rubbish,
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wWhile bird-watching with some—friends atbhadiraNatureReser A9k Aprik 19845 we
rmottced—that—a Purple Heron Ardea—purpurea had-cadght prey. The oird then flew a short
distance to one of the islands in +he— - ith Hs—prey dengling in s beax

Fhe—teron—tock—severat—minutes vakltow Hs—prey,; during which +ime we could iden=

’—rry s—food: %he—ﬁ-rey—was 5 reptte—and we ablwere bn agreement—ihat = s a skinks
mty—one—species—of—skink s feund faMalta; +he ol latedSkink Chalci ocellatu

sirich § ldHILv common  H fh Feseryes Hh 2c

about 25-cm in ltength.

The heron held the skink by s nock, suff +ing i to-death-and then succeeded fo
valtow Tt after several atfempts, head first

%Mﬁﬁie«ceas—a#e rarel\/ seen feequ F—the—Matst lstand 7” aFe very vulner—
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Durng—spring 1984—up—to—threePurpleHerons re-present aft
i Hr—cHet—durire—thetr—stay—ot +he—r = netsted—ofkillifish-Aphanius
Grey—Mottet Mugil sp
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Pres - 17 Gardenia Street, ta Fucia, Malt
AM-UMSUCCESSFUL BREEDING ATFEMPT BY—FHE SHORT-EARED OWL.

During—the—nineteenth RbEy—odd—pairs—of Shorf-eared Owls Asi 1 e ssed—to
breed inthe Malte leland hembriA- 1843 CatalogeOrnitoltogt det—Gruppo—i Matia:
& Wright C. 1864 Listof theBird b >d in—the island £ Matts——and—6 - Fa—the

present ceatury only two nests were for
L

,
op—4th44 190 M nother—with wteh—of3 eggs atWied—Znuber—on 18+hMay
(Despott, 5. 4—94—7—0\49#65—99 %—he—@%m—r—he{—eqy—ef Malta »

ince—then thereh heep—n +h breed) F rd £ this species: Rot—surpris

when considerine—theprevedbing m#enee—hemaﬂ )—H—‘Feﬁf—@FeF}e@ and the e-ve%h%kﬁkmaaﬂﬁam
habitat. On 17th March 1983 an empl e—of—+Fhe Department of Agrieutiur +
that he had flushed a large owl from a nest atairing 5 egqgs whk&e—eﬁ—&uﬂ—eﬁ—#ﬁ@ Wﬁd
M@m%@%%rd%ﬂﬂ%%#ﬁq%%tocahwﬁ%h%ﬁhﬁ%eﬁeﬁ
Dwt was found incubating & egas ina nes:’—w—b&en—vms situated en—the— muum‘ f—a—base—of
a rubble wall which—di .+, two—uneubtivated torraced fickds. Yhe nest had e
see—was 4 shalblew—hald ',h”,'d“,'d*‘?im%ﬁepmﬁa#eky—f—he—ﬂes—#w—asﬁeﬂﬁd—éés—
‘rrovnd a-few days tate *' td eqggs remained-and th He—appeared—much—disturbed
During the period in nrest—was under observation only ere L was —and H is
worth notina—that Shert—eared—Owl had-been—shet frem—a—dinghy just—offCemiroin—mid
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