' Zuta—+ heek report by Joe Grima, who had seen
On arriving on the edae of tne cliff overiooking Fawwara, above a large sloping area
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coversd—with—boutders—ofmixed—sizes; a—white—throated male of the easfern race of the
Btack—cared Wheatear Oenanthe—hispani lanoleuca started Lling—alarmingly, flying
about—excitedty; white—carrying—foed in Hs—beak—Fh tarm Lis increased we_climbed
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~ds the rubble stope ‘e—went further—down—belowth Lope—from where we could

Hf : +ing—that i+ mpanied by thr fledged youing

Joe—GrimaTeported aqaiﬁ‘#@‘ﬂ%‘#ﬁﬁ*‘Gﬂ‘QQﬂd‘ﬂH{¥4hSASEWABAm8484€ﬂd4¢wogiull4glowﬂ
young at tt-Qaws, 5 km to fthe NW of Fawwara.

e Btack—earedWheatear ts—generatby—a—sear prirg—migrant; seen—up—to mid=May with
— fsimunes H-issearcerinautumn. Both the nominate race and melanoleuca
occur.

JocSultana & Charles Gauci

I-s. = Sciverras FPilats— 3, Fleuwr—de-LysJunction, B'Kara, Malta.
6. = Skylark, Targa GapEstate, Mosta, Malta.

HOUSE MARTIN - NEW BREEDING SPECIES FOR MALTA.

The House Martin Delichon urbica is a common migrant in spring and aufumn with a few
birds sometimes occurring during the rest of the year, particularty in winter.

Throughout the day, on 7th June 1981, 3 House Martins were notfed prospecting for a
nesting site under the balcony of a villa at Attard. Although they were not seen there the
following day, 6 birds were found prospecting for nesting sites at buitldinds in the main
square of Mosta. The prospecting continued until the 13th June when the birds disappeared.
However, 4 birds refurned a week later and 2 nests were built under one of the balconies
of the building facing Mosta Church. In early August each nest contained 3 young. Adults
and young deserted the area by the 3rd week of August. On 15th Augusi, the day when the
village feast is celebrated, the birds suffered from great disturbance when fireworks were
let off even from the balcony where they were resting.

The following year the birds did not return at Mosta but on 7th June 1982 3 House Mar-
tins were seen chasing each other in the square in front of the Cathedral at Mdina. One
of the birds was also seen frequently settling beneath the clock on the right side of the
Cathedral's facade. Later in the day 2 birds started building & nest at the same spot. Twe
days later the nest was nearly complete. The mud was being coliected from a reservoir
which was dug amongst fields ca. 300 m to the east of theMdinaBastions. On 15th June an-
other pair, one of which had t to 2 primaries missing on the right wing, was noted pros-
pecting under the other clock, but both birds deserted the area ftwo days later. However,
the third unmated House Martin was still frequentty seen about. By the end of the follow-
ing month af teast ftwo young had left the nest which was used again to raise a second
brood. On 19th September both adults, as well as two other juveniles from the second brood
were seen on the wing together and in the evening allt four were noted going in the nest to
roost. At least two birds were stitl using the nest to roost on 3rd October.

Meanwhile on a visit to the istet of Filfla on 7th August 1982 a pair of House Martins
were seen flying about. Surprisingly fthey were found breeding. The nest was in a small
round hole, possibly made by a rocket when Filfla was used for bombing practices, in a

17


smica06
Cross-Out


huge boulder. The birds partly blocked the hole by clay as in a form of balcony (see photo
below). 1t was 3 metres above the ground and ca. 10 metres away from the seawater's edage.
It contained a young bird and an addted egq. incidentally one of fhe adult birds had two
of its primaries on its right wing damaged, similar to the one noted at Mdina on 15th
June.

Our thanks are due to Mario V. Gauci who found the House Martins at Mdina in 1982 and
who kept regutar observations on the pair breeding there. A report on the first two pairs
breeding at Mosta in 1981 has already appeared in 'A New Guide to the Birds of Malta’
(1982) by the same writers.

Joe Sultana & Charles Gauci

J.S. = Sciberras Flats / 3, Fleur-de-Lys Junction, B'Kara, Malta.
C.G. - Skylark, Targa Gap Estate, Mosta, Malta.

Tﬁe Housem[dartig'swné‘s;i;wgn E;lfia (photo : H.E. Axell).

CAN—TALLED RBLER_ATTACKING A WEASE

A note on t+he aqgr ive—behavieur—of the Fan-Tailed Warbler Cisticola juncidis has
sppeared in Fi-Merill Nos 19pH49—1977-78) H included—an inecldent—whenafematew
seer—attacking—a—snake luber viridiflavus

A GEO0 s e Sth by 108, atHed il-Lua, a—femste Fap—tailed Warbler wesseen
carrying a small dragonfly in Hs—besk—and—From its—anties i# indlcated—that iH—had a pesd
with young—er fledged younag in #+he—vieinity. After—perehingon—afennel staliabeut 15 m
above—the ground; 1t suddenly teek—eff utferring Ldingrotes; andg peatedly dived
amongst—the tow vegetation on the—greund as H—aitacking mething—Thr fledged younag
were noted scattering in all direeHens—eone—a—weasel Mustela ni i & A running

about trying to cafch +hem:
Raymend—Galea
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