


Elaine Saliba focused on beach management and bathing water quality at Xghajra. Ruth
Guillaimier, for her M.Sc. research, characterised the impacts of local marine wastewater
discharges.

Under Professor Agius's supervision, Audrey Anne Anastasi investigated the possibility of
reducing the use of the brine shrimp Artemia in the farming of gilthead sea bream larvae,
Saviour Caruana focused on the nutritional and meat quality aspects of tuna penning in the
Maltese Islands, Deborah Anne Cefai focused on the effect of TEX-OER and disease on the
melano-macrophage centres in sea bream, and Flavia Zammit studied the effects of Opuntia
(prickly pear) on vibrosis in gilthead sea bream,

As for Professor Schembri's B.Sc. research projects, Colbert Balzan focused on patterns of
abundance and biomass of echinoids and selected decapods in trawling area FAO GSA 15 in
the Central Mediterranean, Francesca Galea Bonavia studied a psammophilic (restricted to
sandy habitats) isopod (Tylos europaeus) from the beach of Ramla I-Hamra in Gozo, Daniela
Grech dealt with aspects of the ecology of the amphipod genus Gammarus as found in
sublittoral accumulations of Posidonia oceanica litter (this project was also co-supervised by Dr
Borg), and Graziella Muscat looked at fouling assemblages (groups of organisms that settle
on/colonise submerged anthropogenic surfaces) from two Maltese harbours within the ambit of
the PORTAL project (port surveys of alien species introduced by shipping).

As for the M.Sc. research projects, Marika J. Gauci conducted an inter-seasonal investigation of
biotic and physical factors on selected Maltese shingle beaches, while the only Ph.D. graduate
(the undersigned) focused on an inter-annual and inter-seasonal faunistic survey of selected
sandy beaches in the Central Mediterranean (Maltese Islands, Sicily, Lampedusa, Favignana
and Calabria). Details of my research were published in The Sunday Times of September 12.

Dr Vella's B.Sc. research projects included a study on the population genetics (with an eye on
conservation implications) of the local bat species Myotis punicus (Byron Baron), a biodiversity
assessment of two country walks in Malta, with ecotourism considerations (Robert Formosa), a
molecular genetic analysis of local populations of the decapod Clibanarius erythropus (Michaela
Hili) and ecotourism considerations for two country walks in Gozo (Luana Ronsisvalle).

| end by supporting calls made at the symposium for such a wealth of research and knowledge
to be used by the authorities as a cogent tool in tackling Malta's pressing environmental
challenges. Kudos go to the Biology Department for its sterling contribution over the years to
awareness of the local natural heritage.



