Eleonora’s Falcon attacking an ‘Avocet

While sitting below the Tunny Net at Ghadira Bay on gth July 1978 a large
black and white wader was seen flying low towards the Mellieha Bay Hotel about’
3 metres above the sea. On viewing it with binoculars it was identified as an
Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta. While it was being watched it suddenly ‘fell” on-
to the water where surprisingly it seemed to start swimming. This strange beha-
viour was soon explained, Flying swiftly towards it was a dark phase Eleonora’s
Falcon Falco eleonorae, which though diving towards it, swept over it as if it
were afraid of the water. After a second similar attempt the Eleonora’s Falcon
flew off towards L-Ahrax. The Avocet remained on the sea for abott 5 minutes
before also taking off. All this happened while speedboats and. other siall sea-
craft were passing not far away from the two birds.

Raymond Vella.
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