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HIMTORIAL

Civilization and progress ave the products of Man's ingenuity at harnessing
the forces of Nature Lo yield Tim an inereasing measure of comfiert and leisure.
The main casualty is untortunately the countryside. Over the centuries enormous
inroads have been muade and this ruinous process is ever accelerating due to the
headlong pace of modern urbanisation.

Conservationists, aesthetes and the ovdinary loverg of Nature are bewildered
the Dustant a familiar vostalgie landmark goes by the beard, or every time some
well-loved landscape is murred. Protectionists raise an angnished ery of protest
whenever a spec'is% ol animal or some variety of plant-life arrives at the point
of extinefion and nol infrequenily proceeds heyond that point. Clearly the
problem is grave: equally clearly an answer must be found and pretty urgently
100.

But first of all we must get our priorities right, for nothing can he more
damaging 1o the cause ol conuservation than the oft-repeated charge of imprac-
ticability and effete ideallsm. The march of material progress is always over-
whelming, All abiectio pinced v its way, wnless they ore well-founded. are
pound to come to naught, Bui it s egualiy nanifest that mere material welfare,
uimmatehed and unproped by o higher enltural structure, is decmed to decay
into a shoddy vulgar seramble, The decline of once stately rows of houses into
grubby smelly stums should provide ampie warning to all responsible men. For
no less 1s at stake than the health, culture, morals and future ambition of all
nrations.

Slowly this realisation is gaining ground all over the world. Only the pace is
slow and often a corresponiding comprehension is lacking even in high places.
We all need to work harder. bo use ail our infiuence and power of persuasion in
crder to avert N oonr own times {e calamitous repetition of the same old errors
perpetrated by former zenerations,

The tondest lopse G censervaticonisty in our Island is lhat this new

colivhltment does in Lok by, and that the Hitle ring of Yight from the

e Hghimd will continue o sihae orighiier aud steadier,
fuleranee P odersianding o Notige




