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Alf11ed Baidacc'hino. 
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THE 12TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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.. * 

PRES!IDE!NT'S AD'DRE:SS 
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or l\1alt<t. I have already .ssen parts c·f the manuscript and I .am sure that 
once it is published it wiU !be the C'he·olc-list for the years to co~ne. 

The Yeung Merrnters' ·.se.cticn al:oo de<:erve a word of rpraise for org)a­
ni.smg ,s.evera•l activities, 'inc,:,ud.in:g a protest :march at IB'llskett whk:h was 
'he'c jointly witJi1. bhe 4T.s. 

Before I .:;nd ·bhis .address J must .ac,know:edJge the full co-operation 
we are f.inding from the Repr<'sentative of the Brib:sh Council for i;he use 
cf the pr€rrnises and t'he Joan or fi:m.s. I rr~u<St also put on ,record the con­
tinual .support which ;w-2 receiv-e froan Mrs. K Coxon on behalf of the 
Ma'ta Bird Re.serves Overseas Committee. My persona,) thanks go to bhe 
m·cmi':.Jers of v:c1e out,going ":oi!YlJmittee. 

J.l\i. Attard --- lt>resiident. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: MARCH 1973 - FIEBRUARY 197 4 

rl\c..e Com:mittee for 1973 was e:e cted as fo:low.s: 
Pcesident: .J.M. Attard; S·ecretary: J. Sultana; A::st. S·ec.jP.R.O. 

A. B.::cld.acohino; Treasurer: B.K. German; Committee Memlbers: Bro. Ed­
nnmd and C. Gauci. 

In Inid-y.eai· Bro Ed:mund had to l€a ve the island.s and so the noan1-
J;ated member at the Annu.al (l'2neral :Meeting with the nex·t larger num­
b.e·r cf vot2s- J. LA_zzopardi, was a<:1k-sd to .<H on the Coirumittee for the re­
maming p8.rt c.f the year. B:·o. Edmund ':'lad tD resi,gn also from the editor­
sh,ip of "I:l-Meri11". D. Cutajar accepted ~u:'le Comrrnittee's invitation to be 
the Ed,itor. 

T::'le Corrnrrnittee lhe:d t.en eommi.ttee meetings during t,[J.e iPast year. 
Ti1er€ we.re a·<.s.o two sub-committee;; - The Bird Ringing Group and bhe 
Yeung Members .S·ectic·n. The Young ·Memro-ers se,ction was ~co'mposed of a 
Chairman (M. Grima), a Secretary (J. Azznpardi), .and two memlbers (C. 
G2.lea aEd V. Ci:l:a). Various activities were he:d !by the Section including 
the publication o.f l-eaflets for young merLibers. The Bird Hinging Group 
·,vH:o: cccrnpc.sed c.f the fc:ipwing ,:i·cenc.ed ringers: S. Borg, Bro. Ed:mund, A. 
G::,uci, C. Ga·u•ci, B.K. Genmm1, J. Grech, J. Sultan.a and V. VeHa Mus:kat. 
Tne Ringing Oiflcer 2Wd Secr.etary o.f t:'le Group were J. Sultana and C. 
GalKi 'respe.:;t.ively. Th-e :Group carried out bird studies in the Maltese Is­
lands mainly lby r·ecord·ing and ril11ging. Over ·6,2100 !birds were ringed, 
amas:,ir:.g •a ,gran:\ tctal cf c~ve'i' 36:600 ri.r:,ged !birds since 1'9·65. A pel'cent1age 
of tlhec:e bh'ds are regular•:y retrapped and recovered t!h.Us !helping us to 
bener our 'kno·wled:r;e of bird movements and loeha v;iour. Further more a 
d_ai:y l·cg cf birds .!'·2·2!1 ·was lkept by tll·e Grou<;:J. T·his gives 1a clear picture Df 
tll::: present .stat·us <Jf ou._:- birds. A new br-eeding S!){'Cies for :Malta has also 
been discovered during· the y.ear 

-- G 

J1AIN AC'TIV!I'ITES OF '11HE' M.O.S. 

(March 1973- February 1974) 

lVIAROH 

lBird-watc'hing exoursion ·~ Ghadira for young :members and for the 
Sal-esian Boys U3ri:gade. An iJ:;ustrated talik was also ihe:d .afterwards at the 
You·th Service Organisation Barrac.ks of Ghactka. 

Blue Roclk Thrusih posters were published and distr~buted in schools 
and exhiJbited in the Notice Boards of the Information Dept. 

i\PRI,L 

Fi:mshow: Highland Heronry - Birds of .s'trathspey - W.Udlife for 
the F:uture. 

Talk by G. Davies - The R'unning of Reserves and Fi·eld' Centres. 
Pu1blication oJ "U-iMerilli" No. 110. 

iM.O.S. De!legation (A. Balda•cchino, iM. Grima and J. Sultana) meeting 
the MiniSiter of EdJuca,t,ion and Culture to dliscu&,s Ghadira as a Field Cen­
tre and obher matters on bird conservation. 

IVIAY 

Three outings for yo-ung ·memlbers - two to Ghadira .and one to Bus­
kett/Girgenti area. 

Three p.ro,grammes on Redif.fusion regarding il:Jh;d conservation, Gha­
dira as a f:ield ~centre and tihe need to (protect Birds o.f Prey. Members tak­
inz part respe.ctive:y - 'B.K. Ge·rman, C. Gal,ea and J. Sultana. 

Ringing Gmup and :RAJ<' Luqa Ornithological Sodety joint expedition 
to Filfl.a. 

ILlustrated ta,J.k - Birds and their Songs - lby C. Gauc.i and A. Bal­
daceh!ino. 

Illustrated ta::k .a.t St. f'atric·k's ISchoo·l - Breeding Birds and their 
Prote·C'tion by J. Sultana. 

A documenta·ry Ji:m on bird-,watchinlg and bird ringing was shot at 
Ghadira and lat€r sb{)'Wn to .s:ehQ•OL (A repetition of the film was shown 
agadn on TV to sc:hool •Chi1l.dren t1he following Octolber). 

JPNE 

Farewel:l dinner to Bro. Edmun-d. 
Ringing Group's expedition :to FHfla. 
M.O.S. de:e,gation (J.iM. \Attard, A Balda·cchi·no and J. Sultana) meet­

in~ the Parliamentary Secreta·ry Dr. f'. Hollanrl, to disc•uss Glhad.ira's pro­
ject, 

JULY 

A Day Seminar. held jointly with the Natural Hl:story Society and other 
in teresteri !bodies. 'Reso:uttons were sent to various 'Ministers and Govern­
ment Departments. 
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AcUGUST 
A. Baldacchino's Jbr.ief eour.o-e in UK on Youth Leadership in Environ­

mcntal,t::onservatlion. 
Rediffusion [programme on Bird Ringing in Gozo. 
Putblication of ''Il-M-eril'1" No. 11 (.srpecial issue Ringing Grou.p report 

for 1972). 
Ringing Group and ·RAF Luqa Ornitholo:gical So-ciety 2nd joint expe­

dition to Filflla. 

S•EPTEMBER 
iBird-rwatching outing for young memlbers at Bus1kett. 
M.O.S. IDelegation (cA. IBa;:dac,chino and J. Sultana) meeting with tJhe 

Minister o,t Trade Industry and Algricultm.re to dlis·cuss matters re Glhadira, 
Xemx-ija area and !bird 'Cons-ervation. 

OCTOBER 
Filmshow: Wi!d Hi1!S'hlands - Bin1s are Interesting - Journey into 

Spring. 
Rubin Posters distniJbuted in s•choo1s and exlh]bited outside Police Sta­

tions. 
Protest march with placards iby Young rrnembers at Buskett a.gainst 

indiscriminate shooting. (Held jointly with tJhe Teens and Twenties Ta­
lents Trust). 

NOVEMBER 
Two outings .for young members to Buskett and Ghadira. 
M.O.S. joining Natural Histmy Society for 'Nature Week rwith an i,Jlus·­

trated ta';k on Rare Birds and Bird Songs lby J. Sultana and A. Ba!dac­
chino. 

DECEMBER 
Filmshow -The Call of the Rrunnin:g Tide- Wilderness is not a Place. 
Ill·u.strated talk - Adivities o.f the Ringing Group - by C. Gauci. 
Publication of "IHMerill'" No. 12. 
M.O.S. support to a petitiDn against shooting presented to tihe Prime 

Minister organised by tJhe Teens and Twenties Talents Trust. 

JA.:>l'UARY - (1974) 
Publication of M.O.S. Information leaflet. 
M.O . .S :pw:posals and p.lan for a Field Centre at Glhadira forwa.rded to 

Prime Minister. 
M.O.S. delegation (J.M. Attard, A. •Bald.acchino and J. Sultana) two 

meetings with the Director of ·Ag·ricu:ture regarding Xemxija. 

-~~ 8 -
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FEBRUMtY 
Filrrnshorw ~ Bet:ween ·Jjhe Tides - Ripple i111 the Reeds. 
Two programanes on !Radio Malta - !Birds and the Environment and 

E1ird Watching by J. Sultana. 
Ulust:rated Ta,J;k - Wintering Birdis in the Ghadira area -- !by J. Sul­

tana ·to students attending a Field Course at Ghadi·ra. 
M.O.S. delegation (A. J3aldacc·hino and J. Sultana) meeting with llhe 

Secretary at the Ministry of Trade Industry and Agril,ulture, mgarcJing 
M.O.S. plans for C:nhadiira. 

·• * 

cAp art f·rom tlhe a;bove mentioned acti:vities CDmmittee memibers fre­
quently contributed articles and letters to the local press. Contacts with 
Internationa,J and Euro-pean Ornit:ho!Dgica'l So·Ciieties and institutions were 
maintained. Exchan1ge of literature have QJeen taking pla.ce witih various 
societies. A numlber o.f the 'M.O.S. activities rwere held joint!y wit!h other 
societi-es main,Jy rwith the Natural History Society. 

On .behalf of the outgoing Comanittee I would like to thank tJhe Re­
presentat.iv.e and StaU of the British Council for the u::,e of the 9rem.ises 
and for tJhe 'loan of films; the Ma,Jta Bird Reserves Overseas Committee 
for Sll\Jpportin,g financially the IM.O.S. in a numb·N of projects; and a 1 l the 
memlbers and donors rwho continue to support the IM.O..S. 

My personal ·bhan:ks go to. A. iBa:ldacchi.no- ·the As:st.j'Secretary and 
P.R.O. and to "C. Gauci, the Ring~n,g Group's Secret::>ry, for their unfailing 
he:p. 

J. Sultama - Ho1n. 'Sec:r>e,tary. 
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and for tJhe 'loan of films; the Ma,Jta Bird Reserves Overseas Committee 
for Sll\Jpportin,g financially the IM.O.S. in a numb·N of projects; and a 1 l the 
memlbers and donors rwho continue to support the IM.O..S. 

My personal ·bhan:ks go to. A. iBa:ldacchi.no- ·the As:st.j'Secretary and 
P.R.O. and to "C. Gauci, the Ring~n,g Group's Secret::>ry, for their unfailing 
he:p. 

J. Sultama - Ho1n. 'Sec:r>e,tary. 
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FINLI\NCIAL REPORfl' 

INCOME AND EXI"ENDITURE ACCOUNT ,1\.S AT 
31 DECEiM!:BE!R 1973 

IhMerill Bulletin 
Sundry E'X!Penses 

(Note 1) 
Posta;ges 

(cost) £M140-90,0 Subscriptions and 
Donations 1973 

142-19,3 ll""""Merill SSJles and 

Lass on Exchange 
(Note 2) 

Stationery 
Ringing Group 

Expenses 
Young M-emlbers' 

S-ection Expenses 

39-·55,2 Donations 

29-32,4 
H/-15:6;6 

14-92,6 

4-25,0 

£M3-90-71,1 

Sundry ~E:xpenses 
Dona Nons 

Interest Recei v·ed 
S<::·mina·rs and other 

Entertainm-ent 
EXCESS OF 

EXPENDITUiRiE 

BAL,ANOE SHEET AIS 1\.T 31 DE1CBlVI::BE!R 1973 
Capilta1 Accounit FIXED ASiSE31.S 
Balance ib/f £M38'5-61,.8 7% Sav-ings Bonds 
Inc. & iExp. B:c. ·83-71,9 £M301-89,9 (Cost £100) (Note 3) 

Ringing Equipment 
Reserv1(1s (Note 4) 
Currt'lllt Li~ii:Uties 

SnbscriJptions in 
advance 

55-00,0 

22-8715 CURR!ENT ASSETS 
Banlk 1Bllc. £1M:2,17-75,7 
Debtors 2-01,7 

£M379-77,4 

£Ml93-59,3 

51-16,0 

41-97,6 
16-03.3 

4-2.3,0 

33-71.9 

£M3·90-7l,l 

£M 88-00,0 
72-00,0 

£M160-00,0 

£M219-77,4 

£iM379-77 .4 

NUTE l Sundry £xpenses: Include the ccst of a manble plaque (£M33) 
whic!h shou,:d have lheen incurred in 1972 - No provision was 
made in this respect. 

Included under this heading a·re: Half air fare to U.K., cost 
o.f ,posters, ibi10C1ks, projeetionist fees .. outin1g exp.enses, :invitation 
cards and telephone exopenses. 

NOTE 2 Loss On E::mbange: 'Iihis item1 represents the Joss incurred in con­
verting Sterling a:moun ts to 'l\1:al:ta .Pounds. 

NOTE 3 A sQlm oJ tJwelv.e 1pzmnds bas lbeeD 'Written of.f in order to conve·rt 
St.g. £100 ·to !Malta P<}Unds. T1i1is difference (£12) is included in 
"2" a.bove. 

NOTE 4 Th-is is a re.<:•erve 'for the publication of a leaf,iet whic'h is still in 
progress. 

There a1rc nu bills d:ue ·and owing as at .31 :Deeembe.r 1973. 
B.K. GeTmin - HDin. 'IT-easurer. 
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THE FAN-TAILED WARBLER CISTJCOLA JUNCIDIS 
A NEW BRrEEDING SPECIES FOR MALT A 

The Fan--t.at:ed Warlble.r Cisticola juncid:is, only four inches in lengt'h, 
J.s on-e of the smallest European !birds. [t is brownish, !being paler below. 
The wpper parts, e:x,ce1pt for its rump rwhk'h is yello'Wish rufous, are heavily 
str€aked. It has a short, •roum<Led, dark tail Wlhi.eh, when fanned, shows 
blsc-k and white tips ·to a;J: fbu.t the -two c·en tral featlhers. (8oth sexes look 
al,ike though the male is sJig,':1tli'Y brighter in sprirug. During -the breedin:g 
se<Json the male patro:s the area, flying 'f.eelbly' high above dJu:ring most 
of the day wibh an und·UI:atinrg flitght, :w,hHe it utters a se·ries of 'zi,p' ca!ls 
whicih seerrn to lbe sy:n:chronized wi'th each wa.ve of its rrm,gh!t. As SU1Ch it 
is very conE:picuous and attra-cts attention, otherwise it is very secretive 
and rarely f'lies any dis:tance /before hop.pin.g 'into .cover. 

Lim· drawing hy F. Ingram 

T-he F.an-tailed WarlbJ.er was fi.rst included with the Birds of Malta bv 
N. Ardoin& in a list whi.ch he compiled in 1&93 and which was posthumous­
ly pub:•i-'rhed 'by •the Sodeta' Storico-8-cientifica Maltese in 19'2•8 with a 
biography 'by G. Despott. Ardoino's 'Gli UoceHi [)i Malta - elenco sinot­
tico' listed the Fan-tail-ed.iWanbler as scarce in early september. From 19:67 
(the year of its first documented records) tilill-9712 the Fan-tailed Warbler 
was record-ed annual:ly on a total of e-i,ghteen dates, somebimes up to four 
together, mostly at Salina (Il-MerilliNos. 6, 8 ~ 11). The first four birds 
whic:'h appeared at Salina in 19:67 were also reported by C. [)e [Ju.cca in a 
brief notice in the ]Ibis'. the journa: o-f the British Ornithologists Union. 
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