
MlSCELLA~'iY 

DeciicatiOJI 
This issue of "11-iVlnJll'' ckclicatecl to the u;c':J:on· o! tlll' late Cctpt,;iJJ 

;. JVI . .JacoJJs or Tipperary Ein·. who.-;~ wiJe Uncllv clo:E,tccl UU towards Ll!l 
costs of proclucing tl1is M.O.S. puiJ!ication 

2. BIRD COLLECTION - - WITH A DIFFEHENCE 
Mr. L. Attard ot Ham run. a m2mou or tl1c l\/ O.S lws c\ coli2ction oJ 

birds:- a collection with a clitTerence. He carveci l1is birc\s irom Maltese Stone. 
tl1e globigerina limesl:one 1 iranli:e<). ln the acijoini11g photo Mr. L. r~ttard can 
be seen with his uniqu,<e collection wl1ich cloes not hcHm U1e bircl-lifr' as tht: 
out-elated unsc:ientific one'S ci mount2c1 birclc: do. Ullfortnnately there exists 
:: craze for the latter in Malta. 

l~h<ll<' :1 Hor:.: 

FARE\VELL B.HO. ED.MUND 
Cl1c,, Franci.s. BugibiJ:l. wa.s the Vl'JJl\c' l<l:ct June ol :1 l"n'wc·ll clilln:or in 

·ononr oJ Bro ErlmtL1Cl. ex-Editor oi 11-l\'lerili. wl10 l:'ft ttll' islanci. _'\ :11i 
1okcn pre.'-~l'Il!::'r\ to !~ro 8.'cl:-J11lncl tor hj_~ rlitl~?: .~c_•r', ic~· 

tCnlhcr. eclltcl- cil' ·lt-i\1 :J' :tncl ~tn a(:U lJL~r ol :1·1c Bircl r-{ii 
cr-roup. 

EOB1N Pl:STEJ: 
P o.:·.t (_-. L:,: iJ J tl1 c 

Lil f\Clti 

(l ;I 

(l..: ·1 :1 cl l! ]!l 

;J] __ LH_'' 

SLit 

Fl'COTEST WJTH PLACAR.DS 

Sunday 21st OcLobc'r 197:3 is a red-lrtter clay Jor nw M.O.S. £"Specially 
lor tl1c Young lVle:nbcrs Section. wl1icl1 in collaboration with the 4T's parad­
ed at Buskett in protest against indiscriminate bird .sl!coting. Some oJ' the 
J·lac:ards which the youths carried were: 'Ghasal'ar protetti Jl-Ewropa 
Ivlaqtu:a 1-Bnskctt' (Birds protected in Europe killed at Buskett): 'Live and 
Let. lin'; 'Qtil r·post protett' (killing in a protectccl place): ·save YOUR 
Pircls': 'Enskett Qercla sl1iha ta' Kuccard· (Buskett. a wholesale massacr2 of 
Honey Buzzards): 'Xi ta ta' Cmnb fil-Buskett' (Shower of shot-gun pellets 
,,t Buskett); ·Pellets fly. birds die.'; ·stop this inc!iscrirninat2 shooting 
--NOW'. 

The shots w!JiCll could be heard at Buskett by t)le so-eallec! ·sportsmen 
confirmed this, whi:e the youths showed their disapproval of such 
l!Tesponsible bellavionr. 

phnt,,: h·v cnur·r,·:-v ,,f rh, 'Ti1nt:~ n( \!a'ta' 

R.AF. LUQ'\ O.S. JVI.OS. VISIT FILFLA 
Since 1968. ille M.O.S. Ringing Gronp i1:1s IJ<'E'ii vi.siti,1g Fil!l:1 nvicc 

L'[-l 011 hirrl-ring;ing- C'X!Jeclitlons ~J r::snlt. or snell vistt.s. the lVLO.S. 
1 11blisllec\ a booklet in UI/U on tl1e lJrecding ol pe!agil' !Jinis on t112 Islet. 

This year the FL'\F Luqa Ornitlwlogical Soci:::·tv ancl llle 1\l.O.S l1elr:l two 
t bircl 1·\n~dng e>::v~:.clitions to Fi~fLt. one in 1\tLty ~1ncl OlJC i11 ~f.\ugust 

\lllton~l1 tlw 1'\rsl '.·i.sil io F'i:Ila w:\s •wt c;;~Jctly ''llCc·es,i'ui the ':d[,'r 
lT~\-vcl tnore l'l'\\':trciing· ---- 2tl0 Stornl Fetrt_-l \\'Cr(-' rin_~-f--·cl. 

<llld i1~. j !l;l. \\' :>;·, 
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at Ghadira by the School Broa;dicasting Unit with the heLp of J. Sulbanta and 
M. 0. S. young mtelilllbers. The f.ilrrn was subsequen1y televised to Primary 
S:chDol's chi1c1ren in May and October. 

8. M.O.S. RESOiUU'DION AT SEMINU'\.R 
"Nature CDnservation in Malta'·' •was the therme of a Semti111ar organised 

jointly by the M.O.S. and the Natural History SQciety of MaJlta with the 
participation of Din !-Art Heliwa Men of the Trees and the Malta Geogra­
phical Society. The seminar was' held on 8th July l973 at Mount St Joseph, 
Targa Gap, MQsta; Mr. J. Sultana and Mr A. Baldacchino were the M.O.S. 
memJbers on the 011ganising Committee 1with the latter serving as its Sec­
retary. The Chainman at the Seminar was Profs. S. Busuttil. 

The M.O.S. contributed to the Seminar an illustrated tallk by Mr J 
SuJ.tana on the "B~rd SitutJation in Malta with parti-cular em[phasis Dn the 
breeding bir.ds and their habi.tat"; in the af.ternDon Mr J. Attard de.Jivered a 
'.:-alk on "Bird Conserv.ation in relation to legislation and education". 

The M.O.S. presented the following resolution which was rupproved: 
''This Seminar haviiJJg nDted the wanton destruction of bird-Jife in Mlalta, 
wmch is utp.settiThg the natural ·balance and causing other adverse effects, 
and having noted inadequacies and laok of enforcement of present le.gisla­
tioTh, u11ges the Governm,ent to: 
a) enaJct new Jegisl<atiQn, which wQuld be strktly enfor.ced to safeguard 

.the bd.r.clt-lif e. 
0) set UiP aJdequate Nature Reser.ves a;t Ghadira .and Filflla where field-•work 

in scientifi!c studies can be ·carried oUJt UJnder prqpe1r •contro·l. 
r) hand over the ex.,.army barmcks at Gha.dira to the Department of 

Education solely for the purpose of such studies. 

9. SUPPORT FOR M.O.S. 
It was good to hear Judge A.J. Montanaro Gauci, President of the 

Agrarian Society Committee, strongly condemn the widesi[)re'ad killing of 
Ul'ds by trigger-happy shoote.rs. Even if the !birds do not retain their 
wonderful instinct of feeding conveniently on tyJpes o.f insec.ts whi·ch menac­
ed our trees and crops, the killing .of birds is still an >~Jet of vandalism 
?gainst nature- said Judge A.J. Mvntanar.o Gauci. 

The GQvernor General, Sir Anthony M>~Jmo, reiterated the ur.gent need 
to comb·at vandalism against nature. These speeches were -delivered before 
d.istributing prizes during the Agricultural Show at Bus:kett on 29th June, 
1973. 

1 0. M. 0. S. MKM'BER ON GOUR:S:E 
Mr Alfred Baldacchino, A.ss.istant Secretary and P.R.O. of the M.O.S. 

went over to En,gland on the 14th August, where he was the gllP~t of the 
Malta Bird Reserves overseas Commitee (M. B. R. 0. C.) during his stay. 
While in the U.K. Mr Baldacchino had the opportunity o:f meeting Dr Bmce 
Campbell. 

From Banbury, England, Mr BaldacchinD ,prQceeded to North W·ales for 
a week's intensive course at Drapers' Field Centre at Rhyd-y-•creuau. The 

-4 ···~ 

Course "You.th Leadership in Environmental CQnservation" was organised 
for youth leaders, teachers and others directly involved in working with 
young peOi)Jle bot.h in U.K. and on the Continent. During the -course Mr 
Balcltacchtno was invited· to give a short talk on his eXJperience in voluntary 
service in connection with "Conservation in Malta", which talk was well 
received. 
'The course was sponso-red by the M.O.S. and the M.B.RO.C. 

11. J'.JNOTHER M. 0. S. PUBLIJOATION 
The M. 0. S. has just published an illustrated two col·our leaflet giving 

infommaUon on the Society and Qn its act1vities. These leaflets will be distri­
bl!'ted with the atm of increasing the interest of the general pu!blic in the 
.\1. 0. S., while hDping to increase membershir,J. The printing cost was met 
oy the Malta Bird Reserves Overseas Committee. 

12. M. 0. S. PRESIDENT M'illETS 

ARCHBISHOP MIAKARIOS 
Mr. J .M. Attard, ;president oif the 

Malta Ornithological Society met 
Archlbish{lp Maikarics, the Hon. Pre.si­
dent of thi= C'y]prus Orni tholo,g.ical 
So·ciety, while His Beatitude was on 

an official visit in Malta. 

They eXJchanged views on bird 
protec'tion in the Mediterranean and 
discussed bird pro1blems in Malta and 
Cy;prus. 

fphoto by courtesy of th2 Malta News). 

13 MJElD:ITERJRA<NcEc.AM COl\lllMIEJNTS 
\a) France -more p.wtection 

France has cre,ated seventy-eight reserves which constitute 12% of the 
coast where no shooting will •be per1mitted. This action by the French 
GQvernment will be of the greatest V1alue in the ij)rotection of migratory 
~:oirds. 

Also, the shooting season for wild fowl was curtailed. It now opens on 
29th July instead o.f 24thJuly and clo:3es on 15th March instead of 31st 
March. 

This is really a step forward greatly appreciated, but it must also be 
remembered that some other countries in Europe have far shorter seasons 

~;}-
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which do not start unti.l lst Septem,ber and end on 31st January. 
Malta has no close season at all. So regardir:g this aspect, }lfalta is even 

lagging behind. 
(b) Italy -ban on netting 

The regional government of the Veneto t,he N.K province of Italy sur­
wunding and including Venice, has recently followed the lead of Piedmonte 
<,nd Trento in banning bird netting and one hopes that this ban be extended 
t·urthe!I south. 
(c) Spain- Wi.ldlife disaster in the Coto Donana 

World Wildlife Fund's experts on pesticides and the diseases of birds 
have no·w discovered that the disaster to rwildlife in S1pain was not caused by 
pesticides but by an outbreak of botulism, a disease, which caused so much 
damage in 1971 in the Netherlands. The species affected !Were mainly aGqua­
tic - herons, egrets, s;poonrbills, coots, ducks - amounting to ab{JUt 50,000 
birds. Great pre,cautions are being ta:ken to clear the infected area, and 
corpses are being ,collected and burnt to ltmit the out,break. Although it is 
. Perhaps of some consolation to 'kno,w that it was due to natural causes and 
not man-induced on account of pollu,t;ion, the consequences to thts reserve 
are very serious in that a number o.f species may rbe loSit to the Heserve. 

A. Baldacchino 

--- G-

l 
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THE CETTII'S WARBLER CETTIA CETTI IN MALTA 

J. Sultana & C. G13,uci 

The CetLi's .Wanbler Cettia Cetti, 5~ ins in length, has all its utrwer-pa.rts 
dark rufous brown. It has a greyrish !White throat and beiJy while its breast 
~u1d Hanks are washed with light brown. Its short whitish sui]Jerciliuan is 
cnly consp!icuous at close quarters. Instead of ·the usua.l twelve tail-feathers 
of most i]Jasserine.s this ~pecies has only ten, whh\h fomn a much rounded 
taiL The under-;tail coverts rure broadly tiprped whitish. The wings are round­
ted too, and rather short. 

Its skulking haJbits in dense and coarse vegetation make it very difficult 
to spot However, its ,presence is very often betrayed by its loud striking 
~:ong of ;vbrupt bursts resembling 'chee wee, c<he wee, Chee wee you'. Lt is 
m{)stly found in thi:clk vegetJation and reedbeds near water. Though mainly 
<L .sedentary Sipec.ies showing some local wanderings, the easternmost popula­
tions migrate to eastern Iran, southern ·AJfghanistan and north-rwest India . 

The range of the Cetti's War1bler is svuthern Europe, north Africa, 
JVIediterranean Islands and south western Asia to Iran, northern Afghan­
istan, Kir.ghiz Steppes and Hussian TUnkestan. Three su.bSi]Jecies are gene­
rally recognized; the nominate race is the one found in countries border­
ing the Mediter.ranean. 

G. Despott included the Cetti's .Warbler in his various lists of the Birds 
of Malta on ac·cou.nt of a .:>peciimen seen stuffed in a private collection. It 
·v•;as labelled 'Malta -~prile1901'. The only other record of the Cetti's 
Vlanbler .previous to 1967 is that o,f {)ne reported rby Roberts as seen by J. 
Bai.ley at Wied Znuber, Hal Far, <'n 21st 'Septemiber, 1951. 

Since members of the MOSHinging· Group star.ted visitiiJJg Wied Il-Luq 
& Girgenti Valley, in autumn 19,67, the species has been noted present an­
nuall'Y throughout the year. Eight to twelve males we.re regularly heard 
singing during the breeding seasons in .these ·adjoining valleys. Farmers at 
Girgenti remarked that they had been hearing that ty.pe of distinctive 
song for the past fi.fteen yea.rs. 

Girgenti Valley and Wied il-Luq form one of the greenest areas in Malta 
where freshwater is present throughout the year. Both contain a long 
stretch of reeds, intermingled wit1h thkkets of brambles, trees and othe.r 
veget,ation, flanked on both sides by eu1tlvated fields. The uncuLtivated water 
course of Girgenti Valley contains mwre tangled and thieker vegetaticn 
than that of Wied il-Luq. 

The Cetti's Warbler is also recorded annually outside these valleys, es­
pecially in autumn; mDst records c01me from Mtahleb and Bahrija. Bree.ding 
in these areas, which of.fer adequat·c haibitat, could not be ascertained as no 
visits were made during the ,breeding season. Other birds were recorded at 
Ghadira (Ul.67 (2) and 9-1Ll2.70); Bingemma (3.3.6•9); Chadwic'k La.kes 
(29.8-29.9.72 and 9.9-2Ll0.73); Rabat (2.2-26.7.73) and in Gozo, at Lunzjata 
( 5.1 0. 70) and at Ghajn Bar rani (end of 8. 71 ). 

A male ringed at MtahJe,b in October 1970 was retrapped several times 
at Wied ii-Luq bet,ween May and September. 1971 This may surpport the 
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