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Valletta is a world heritage city, recognised internationally for its stupendous 
baroque architecture. Alongside the building of beautiful houses and palaces 
during the baroque era, great music was composed and magnificent pictures 
were painted. Th is was a time of immense creat ivity and artistic skill. Baroque 
Europe blends together in Malta - the multinational community of the Knights 
of St. John brought art ists and architects from all over Europe to the island, 
creating a unique synthesis of baroque ideas and design. 
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2005 u urgantscd rhe rhtr,l edlltnn ,,f th 'Fcsra Barokka',oftcnn ~: C<Hllpo,er' Vh·alJi , Cordia and L<lLOttdla, '" wdl a~ U..:dli. 
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On 9 May 2005, a :.cminar titled 'Baroque Connections' wa~ 

held a t St. James Cavalier Cemre for Creari,·iry, a> .m 

mtroJuction ro the b.annual B,uoque Fesm ·al co-ordinated by 
Dr Pctra Btanchl and org;m1scJ Jomtly by the International 

ln,titutc ior Baroque Swdie~ and the Manoe l Theatre. 

Mm joseph Velln Jcl i v~rcd a lcctur~ on Malresc music of 

the baroque age, in which he discussed tlw position of Malta <Is 
a centre of musical excellence in the J?d• and tB•h ccnwries. 11 ~ 

Jbcm.scd Maltese baroque music extant in manuscript!> that 

surv1ve m Maltese archive,, e'pecitllly at Mdina. Mro Vclla 

focu,cd on the brillinnt wo rk of the earliest known Maltese 

A'hley Solomon. 

The fc~th·al wa~ ;tl,o pnvtleged to host the Ensemhlr 

EumJ>Iien \XIilllllm IJ;mt, whu .. h '' rompo,ed nl "'me the he,t ,PIP 
' in).!er' of baroque mu,ic in Fr;tnll'. The Emcml>k ha' hee·n he•.tr, l 

m '<lllll' ,,f rhe mo't i.tmnu' fe,tl\ a!, m the 1n>rld. and '' ,l!r,·e' tt•,l 

h) Ciraham O'Relll), ,,h,, h,,, ht·..:n ,l~rt·ctin!.( 'recialt,t ,·,trh · 

mu,ic Qr<liiP' inHWt'r twenty )l',lr,. Thc· 1-:Jt,Lmbl..:\ perf<•rm;mn· 

m th..: i\lannd. titled 'TI1..: Frem:h Cnnm·..:ttnn', '"'' .t nx:.tl 
pmgr;lmme With five smger-. Th..: ptcce' mdu,led a ,clecnnn 11f 

French tn ll>IC hy Charpemier. Dumont, tl.lnulin te and Lully. Tht 

Fnsemhle E11mpeen W'illwm B)nl ;~tt~mrr' to recreate• the 

historic;d comexr of rhc work., h.-m"' pl.tyc.:d, while also hringing 

nul thdr tm ivcr,al nature• t<t appe:tlt<t contcmp<>mry ;Hillit·nce' 

nf I he 21·• CCntllr). 

Followmg rhc 'uccc" nf 1 ho: botroquc 'o:nun:n at 1 he la't 

t'l.IHion tlf rhc haroquc fc,ti\ .tlm 2()(1\, the I ntcrnat itlllalln,mure· 

f~•r Barnque Stud1es at the Lnl\'l'NI\ ,,f ~l.tlta or!!<tnl'c,l .1 

't·minar nn rhc theme 'R,tr<llJU~ Conncctl<m,' ar Sr J•une, 

Cav;tl.cr Centre for Crcall\'lt}. "trh a t.1lk h t-.lrn Jo,cph \ 'ella 

on h;noque mu,ic. 

baroque composer~. and al'n talked ahout the existence llf rwo 

capdlas m Malta, one in Vallena and one in MJina, a~ well a~ 

the exchange of musician~ herween Malta and Italy m rhe 

baroque period. He used rec(lrded example~ of mu~ical worb 

hy Maltese composers, .llu~trarmg local practices and srandarJ~. 

The seminar was concluded with a >hort presentation hy 

Profe~sor Denis De Lucca nhmn the musical archive:. of rhc 

M<1rche in Italy, which con m in a rich repertoire of l?•h·ccmury 

mu~ic written for rhe ::~rchilurc, the thcnrbo and the Spanish 

guitar, interpreted hy Andrca Damian1 on a CD, excerpt~ of 

wh1ch were also played to the audience. 




