
'-< 
<ll 
.0

 
8 <ll 
C

) 

<ll 
q 



'-< 
<ll 
.0

 
8 <ll 
C

) 

<ll 
q 



IL~MERILL 
The title of the Socie~y's Bulletin, IL..;MERllLL, is the Maltese name 

- --for the Blue Rock Thrus·h, Mcmticola solitarius, which is one of the few 
resident spec~es of the Islands. It was chosen as the National Bird of 
Malta by the local National Section nf the International Council for Bird 
Preservation and has been the emblem of t'he Malta Ornithological 

Society since the latter's inception. 

Editor 
Bro. Edmund 

St Michael's Training College, St. Julian's Malta 

MALT A ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

PATRON 
H.E. Sir Anthony J. JJfamo, O.B.E., Q.C., LL.D. B.A. 

Governor-General of Malta 

Committee for 1972 

Secretary /Treasurer 
J. Su'i,tana 

President 
J.M. Attard 

44, Marsamxett Rei., Valletta 3, Sciberras Flats, Fleur-de-Lys Junction 
Birkirkara, Malta 

Committee Members 
B German, (Ass. Secretary), Brc.L Edmund, G. Gauci (Bird Ringing sec.) 

S. Borg·, J. Azzopardi and C. Galea. 

CONTENTS 

Editorial 
M'iscellany 
Chevalier Antonio Schembri 
Golden Jubilee of L.C.B.P. 
Appreciation of Capt. A. Ja:::ob 

Pages 

1 
2 
5 

21 
25 

Ccver Picture: Litho•;;ranh by Brcckd.crff whi~h appeared in A. Schembri's 
Catalogo showing the characteristics of tl1e supposed new spe~i·es T!wlassidroma 

m" litensis. 

IL-IWERILL NO.9 .DECEMBER 1972. 

EDITORIAL 

The International Council for Bird Preservation is a world-wide society 
\''hich has as its aim to bring a'bout the preservation of all forms of bird life 
in every country of the world. Mucl\ has been achieved in recent years in 
~his .:field but much still remains to be done, especially in countries in the 
cvlediterranean basin. Countries like Cyprus still have an estimated annual 
,qaughter of some 7,0UO,OOO small birds while in the Lebanon some 200,000 
shooters sh{Jot indiscriminately at all sorts of birds and many are sold in 
bundles at the roadside. One argument of those who defend such slaughter 
is that it has gone on ,for centuries without reducing the total numbers of 
migrants. But with our higher standard of Jiving·, the diet of the countryman 
i.s no longer so meagre. The grin'!. fact i.s that with increasing environmental 
pressure on birds, the pre.>ent-day situation is quite different. The losses 
through trapping and shooting are r:.ow so serious that conservationists see 
them as the crucial factor that could tip the balance against many species. 

The I.C.B.P. has achieved mucb in the preservation Of bird life and 
can be proud of now being 50 years old. It has organised international 
meet!.ngs in many cou'ntries and brought pressure to bear on legislators to 
:;ass bird protection laws. It encourages local organisations to· pu.s:h forward 
the cause of our feathered friends, often under advene circumstances and 
oy its encouragement makes every national preservation group realise that 
they are part of a whole army fighting a noble cause which really knows no 
frontiers. In Malta the Ornithological Society W•Drks in close conjunction 
\Vith I.C.B.F as their aims are identical and all the efforts of the National 
E::ection of Malta are put into the M.O..S. 

To all who read Il-Merill we would appeal to become more active mem
bers of the Society and gain the .:u;uport of more adherents. When all is said 
~,nd done Jif.e is not just the earning of money and balancing of budgets, but 
what values we seek tG enJoy. The preservation of bird-life and wild-life in 
general should be one which attracts all educated persons and teachers. The 
Church here ha;; an obvious role to fuHil and one would like to hear the 
occasi.onal sermon on thi3 subject, for Christ ta.ught us to "consider the 
lilies of the field and the birds Of the air," not to destroy them. St .Francis 
of Assisi that most Christ-like of men was well-known for his love of bird;; 
as God's creatures, and we oug·ht to J'ollow hi.:; example. 
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