
from the beak through the ey1e to 
the 3ides Of the neck. Its blui;:;h fe,et 
have padded toes with strong claws 
to ena'ble it to clutch securely the 
fish on which it feeds. 

In its habita;t this raptor occurs 
natu~aay enough near water. Th.is 
holds true also for Malta; how
c·;er, especi:Jily in autumn, they can 
also be observed at the hill ridges. 

It::; bu.oyant fHght consists of a 
few slow wing beats followed by 
long glides on level deeply-arched 
\Vings. 

Slack Kite ( Milvus migrans) 
Astun Iswed 

This Kite is a scarce S!pring and 
autumn passage migrant occuring 
from April to mid-May and in 
s1ightly greater numbers from 
August to li.te September. It has 
been also recorded in late March 
and in July. Albout ten occurrenc•es 
a.re noted yearly. 

Black Kit,es are a dingy dark 
brown with darker streaks on 
breast and belly. The upper sur
faces of the wing have a pale p'l.tch 
which is also found on their under 
surface in Juveniles. Its dark tail is 
slightly forked. 

These birds can be seen singly or 
in sma1J parties (the larg1est re
corded being of sixteen birds in 
spring 1970). On migration they fly 
at a medium height, in autumn of
ten with the Honey Buzzards. 

In flight this bird soars and 
glides leisuDely but gracefully on 
level wings, though it can hold them 
momentarily in a shallow V. 

6. 

Sparrow Hawk { Alccipiter nisus) 
Sparvier 

E:>parrow Hawks are uncommonly 
seen from late September to mid
October; they are very rare at other 
times. So .far in the last five years 
it has only occurred t:wice later then 
m:d.-October, and just m1ce in 
Spring. It is intere.sting to note that 
Schembri ( Catalogo Ornitologico 
del Gruppo di Malta -- 1843) 
described it as c·ommon in both 
spring and autumn. 

Male Sparrow Haw.ks are slate 
grey on back, wings and tail; the 
breast and belly are whit,e-barred 
with rusty brown. Females ha~e 
brownish upper-parts, wh:i.le their 
underparts are white-barred with 
greyish brown. In young birds th,:; 
upper-parts are brownish with 
rufous tipped f,eathers; the under
parts range from orange to white 
with irregular markings. Both its 
feet ai1d irts are yel,low. 

These hawks are found in well 
wooded al.'eas which are suiln•ble 
for the way they hunt. Their prey 
consists chiefly of small birds, al
though a few small mammals are 
also talmn. 

It has a rapid flight, a few supple 
wing beats being fc.!Jo,wed by a long 
light glide. It bas not been ob
served soaring much in these 
islands. 

These predators ~we usually met 
with flying over the hill ridges (es
pecially over Busklett) on their 
migratory flight which takes place 
at very vari3Jl:>Ie altitudes. Birds 
mostly trav;e.J singly but on two oc
casions, WfTe noted with hobbie,s 
Occasionally it oan be observ1ed 
hunting, skimming low over the 
stone walls. 
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SOIME NiOT•E!S ON T'HE lVllED\ITiEiRIRANiEIAIN GULL LARUS 

MELANOCEPHALUS AIND THE BIJAlOK-IHiEJADE[) G[(J[JL LARUS 

RIDJBT;NDUS 

When one examines critically the various studies published on Maltese 
Ornithol-ogy one is likely to meet with confused statements regardin,g the 
~t3.tus of quite a number of species. Two of these are the Mediterranean 
Gull Larus melanocephalus and the B!ack-headed Gul.l Larus Tidibundus. 

Before trying to give the proper status of these gulls I list hereunder 
previous statements. 

Mediterranean Gull 

Schembri (1843) Common in the winter 
months. 

Wright ( 1864) This is the common 
gull of Malta. During 
winter congregates in 
large flocks in the har
bours. 

Despott (1917) This is the common 
gu.il of Malta. It is to 
be seen in pretty large 
numbers in our har
bours. 

Gibb (1951) Mmy. 

Roberts (1954) A very common winter 
visitor. 

De Lucca (1969) A very common winter 
visitor. 

Black-he.J.ded Gull 

Common in the winter 
months. 

Associates with L. Melanoce
phalus but is ·by no means so 
common. 

I mu:st confess that though I 
have looked for it most care
fully [ hav~; not y.et succeed
ed in detecting it. 

(surprisingly not mentioned) 

A oomm-on winter visitor to 
Malta's harbours associating 
freely with L. Mezanocephal
us, though usually in rather 
smaller numbers. 

A common winter visitor. 

Considering the fact that it is the Black-headed Gull which is the com
moner of the two with us in winter (and not the Mediterrane:a,n Gull as ge
nerally stated in the above table), one assumes tba,t :some O:f the afore men
tioned authorities totally confused the two species in the winter and imma
ture plumages. (Others, it seems, were content to rely on previous 
works.) I cannot imag,ine that a chang.e in the numbers of wintering 
gulls has taken place. The on1y published stJa,tement with which I fully ag.ree 
is that of A. D'Andria who wrote "The B~ack-neaded Gull is, fn my ex:pe·r
ience rather· more common here than the ab<ove (Mediterranean Gull), con-
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trary to earlier records (Times ot M.aita, 18. 2. 1962 Sea Gulls over Maiba). 
These two gulis frequentiy congregate in the Grand and Marsamx·3tr. 

Harbours during winter, their numbers increasing during strong Nortn
westerly wind. Frequent counts were made during the last three wint·ers ana 
only once (in December 19&8) did the numbers of the Medit·errane"irl GUJ; 
reach 35% od' the number Of the two ,gulls prese·nt. Otherwise It was always 
less than 16%. 

The Black-headed Gull apr:oears earlier than the Mediterranean Gu.1l 
but the bulk of both are with us by mid-Dec.ember. They b·oth leave by the 
end of March but singles or small parti·es of the Mediterranean Gull may 
still be noted by mid-April. 

Ali the ringed recoveries (19) in MaJt.a. of the ,Mediterranean Gull were 
ot birds ringe.d as juveniles on the breeding island of Orlov in the Black Sea. 
T.hvse o.f the Black-headed Gull ( 13) hail from Finland, Latvia, Czechoslo
vakia. Hungary, Gel'many, Yugoslavia and Fra.nce. 

References for the compilation of the table: 
1843 2:chemibri, A.: Catalogo Ornito;wgico del Gruppo di Malta, Tip. Jlcnglo

Maltese, Malta. 
~864 Wright, C. A.: List of the BiYds observed in the islands of rvral1H. and 

Go:uo. I:bis 6:42-73, 137-157. 
1917 Despott, G.: Notes on the Ornithology of Malta. Ibis (10) 5:281-349, 

466-526. 
1951 Gibb, J.: The Birds of the Maltese Islands. Ibis 93: 109-127. 
:954 Roberts, E. L.: The Birds of Malta. Progress Press, Malta. 
1969 DeLucca, C.: A Revised Check-List .of the Birds of the Maltese Islands. 

E. W. Classey Ltd., England. 

J. Sultana. 

BIRD NOTES FOR JANUARY-APRIL 1971 

1. Sele<:·ted Occurrences. 
Black-necked Grebe: singles on 19/1 ·a,nd 10/2 
Bittern: singles on 16/3 atrwardija and on 27/3 a,t Ras il-Pe1legrin. 
Ospr.ey: 3 records in ApriL 
Buzzard: One at il-Qadi on 21/3. 
Eleonora's Falcon: Single bird (dark phase) at Wardija on 23/4. 
Tvierlin: One on 2/4 <.t St. Andrew's 
Baillon's Crake: Single bird taken on 31/3. 
Kentish Plover: 2 at Salina on 16/3. 
Turnstone: 3 single birds from 21-28/4. 
Spotted Redshank: One a.t Glladira on 13/4. 
Marsh Sandpioer: One at Ghadira from 20-23/4 and at Salina on 2314. 
BlaGk-ta.iled Godwit: 5 single birds from 17/2 to 26/3. 
Great Snipe: one at Salina on 6 and 7/3. 
Black-winged Stilt: 2 near B'bugia on 18/2 and 9 recmds in A:pril. 
Avocet: 2 crossing the south Comino Channel on 14/4. 

8. 

Cream-coloured Gourse.r: 7 reeords from 5/2 tH1 1/4. 
Pratincole: .singles on 24/3 at Gnejna, at Ta' Qali on 9/4 and at M'Skala on 

on 19/4. Two at Ta' ,Qali on 20/4. 
Great Skma: singles taken by fisheLmen off south coast on 7/2, 3/3 & 5/3 
Slender-lbilled Gull: 2 of.f St. Thomas Ba.y on 26/3. 
Caspian Tern: 5 off Delimara on 8/4. 
Sandwich Tern: sing.1e birds on 3 dates in January, on 25/3 and on 14/4. 

2 at Delimara on 4/2. 
Little Tern: singl·e bird en 24/4 at Benghisa. 
Wood Fig.eon: singles on 24/3 at IMtahleb and on 28/3 at Wa,rdija, 
Great Spotted Cuckoo: singles on 9/1 at Siggiewi, on 3/3 at Zabbar, on 16/3 

at Mgarr and 20/4 at Gudja. 
Pallid Swift: 2 on 7/4 at RabG,t and 1 on 8/4 at IMtahleb. 
Kingfisher: one at !San Martin on 8/2. 
Bar-tailed Des·crt Lark: singJ.e b~d on 5/4. 
Wood Lark: One at Girgenti on 11/3. 
Red-rumped .Swallow: 2 on 22/3 at Chadwick Lakes, 2 at Marsalforn on 9/4 

and one at Ram1a on 10/4. 
Richard's Pipit: One on 20/2 at Salina. 
W.aterjRock Pipit: One aJt Wied il-Ghasri on 1:6/4. 
Great Grey Shrike: singles on 15/3 at Mellieha and on 2/4. 
Wm."Wlng: one at Siggierwi on 9/1. 
Savi's W!arbler: one at .Sahna on 24/3. 
Grasshopp·cr Warbler: One on 31/3 at Ta' Zuta. (First record for Malta. It 

was examined in the hand :by C. Gauci & S. Borg), 
Orphe.an Warbler: vne ringed at Ghadira on 2/4. 
F'<~n-tailed Warbler: on·e in clover fields at M'XlO·kk on 9-10/4. 
;~ufous Bush Chat: Single-s on 14, 15 and 23/4. 
Ring Ouzel: single bird at Pwales on 4/L 
Ortolan Bunting: 3 single birds .from 19-24/4 at G<harb. 
Reed Bunting: singles on 16/1 and 24/2 at !Salina .. 

The winte:r-re.sidentsjvisitors (from January) were rubout in their usual 
~:umbers. these increasing by the end Of January till mid-Feibruary by those 
wintering south {'.f Malta. The nUJmber started decl:'easing till March as 
these continued their northward m•ovement. There were no records for the 
Gre3t Crested Gre'be while only one Coot was recorde·d. Apart from the 
Garganey, the.re were only two single records of dueks (Pintail on 13/2 and 
Mallard on 16/3). Srurprisingly there was a small influx of Spoonbills in 
February with a max. Of 20 on 27th and a larger influx of Glossy Ibis in 
m:ld-March with several flocks on the :20th. The most unusuai faJl was of 
Song Thrushes which appeared in their thousands on 16/3 during strong 
north-westerly winds. 

2. Last dates of .some wintering specie.s. 
March: 3rd Gannet; 7th Lapwing; 9th Redwing; lOth Le<sser Black

backed Gull; 1'5th Golden Plover; 16th Fieldfare; 17th Black-headed Gull; 
J.&th Dunnock; 19th Starling and Dartford 'Warbler; 2l.st Mediterranean 
Gul1 and Blackibird 24th Goldcrest, Black Redstart, Stonechat and Serin; 
27th Wren; 28th Grey Wagtail 
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