
trary to earlier records (Times ot M.aita, 18. 2. 1962 Sea Gulls over Maiba). 
These two gulis frequentiy congregate in the Grand and Marsamx·3tr. 

Harbours during winter, their numbers increasing during strong Nortn
westerly wind. Frequent counts were made during the last three wint·ers ana 
only once (in December 19&8) did the numbers of the Medit·errane"irl GUJ; 
reach 35% od' the number Of the two ,gulls prese·nt. Otherwise It was always 
less than 16%. 

The Black-headed Gull apr:oears earlier than the Mediterranean Gu.1l 
but the bulk of both are with us by mid-Dec.ember. They b·oth leave by the 
end of March but singles or small parti·es of the Mediterranean Gull may 
still be noted by mid-April. 

Ali the ringed recoveries (19) in MaJt.a. of the ,Mediterranean Gull were 
ot birds ringe.d as juveniles on the breeding island of Orlov in the Black Sea. 
T.hvse o.f the Black-headed Gull ( 13) hail from Finland, Latvia, Czechoslo
vakia. Hungary, Gel'many, Yugoslavia and Fra.nce. 

References for the compilation of the table: 
1843 2:chemibri, A.: Catalogo Ornito;wgico del Gruppo di Malta, Tip. Jlcnglo

Maltese, Malta. 
~864 Wright, C. A.: List of the BiYds observed in the islands of rvral1H. and 

Go:uo. I:bis 6:42-73, 137-157. 
1917 Despott, G.: Notes on the Ornithology of Malta. Ibis (10) 5:281-349, 

466-526. 
1951 Gibb, J.: The Birds of the Maltese Islands. Ibis 93: 109-127. 
:954 Roberts, E. L.: The Birds of Malta. Progress Press, Malta. 
1969 DeLucca, C.: A Revised Check-List .of the Birds of the Maltese Islands. 

E. W. Classey Ltd., England. 

J. Sultana. 

BIRD NOTES FOR JANUARY-APRIL 1971 

1. Sele<:·ted Occurrences. 
Black-necked Grebe: singles on 19/1 ·a,nd 10/2 
Bittern: singles on 16/3 atrwardija and on 27/3 a,t Ras il-Pe1legrin. 
Ospr.ey: 3 records in ApriL 
Buzzard: One at il-Qadi on 21/3. 
Eleonora's Falcon: Single bird (dark phase) at Wardija on 23/4. 
Tvierlin: One on 2/4 <.t St. Andrew's 
Baillon's Crake: Single bird taken on 31/3. 
Kentish Plover: 2 at Salina on 16/3. 
Turnstone: 3 single birds from 21-28/4. 
Spotted Redshank: One a.t Glladira on 13/4. 
Marsh Sandpioer: One at Ghadira from 20-23/4 and at Salina on 2314. 
BlaGk-ta.iled Godwit: 5 single birds from 17/2 to 26/3. 
Great Snipe: one at Salina on 6 and 7/3. 
Black-winged Stilt: 2 near B'bugia on 18/2 and 9 recmds in A:pril. 
Avocet: 2 crossing the south Comino Channel on 14/4. 

8. 

Cream-coloured Gourse.r: 7 reeords from 5/2 tH1 1/4. 
Pratincole: .singles on 24/3 at Gnejna, at Ta' Qali on 9/4 and at M'Skala on 

on 19/4. Two at Ta' ,Qali on 20/4. 
Great Skma: singles taken by fisheLmen off south coast on 7/2, 3/3 & 5/3 
Slender-lbilled Gull: 2 of.f St. Thomas Ba.y on 26/3. 
Caspian Tern: 5 off Delimara on 8/4. 
Sandwich Tern: sing.1e birds on 3 dates in January, on 25/3 and on 14/4. 

2 at Delimara on 4/2. 
Little Tern: singl·e bird en 24/4 at Benghisa. 
Wood Fig.eon: singles on 24/3 at IMtahleb and on 28/3 at Wa,rdija, 
Great Spotted Cuckoo: singles on 9/1 at Siggiewi, on 3/3 at Zabbar, on 16/3 

at Mgarr and 20/4 at Gudja. 
Pallid Swift: 2 on 7/4 at RabG,t and 1 on 8/4 at IMtahleb. 
Kingfisher: one at !San Martin on 8/2. 
Bar-tailed Des·crt Lark: singJ.e b~d on 5/4. 
Wood Lark: One at Girgenti on 11/3. 
Red-rumped .Swallow: 2 on 22/3 at Chadwick Lakes, 2 at Marsalforn on 9/4 

and one at Ram1a on 10/4. 
Richard's Pipit: One on 20/2 at Salina. 
W.aterjRock Pipit: One aJt Wied il-Ghasri on 1:6/4. 
Great Grey Shrike: singles on 15/3 at Mellieha and on 2/4. 
Wm."Wlng: one at Siggierwi on 9/1. 
Savi's W!arbler: one at .Sahna on 24/3. 
Grasshopp·cr Warbler: One on 31/3 at Ta' Zuta. (First record for Malta. It 

was examined in the hand :by C. Gauci & S. Borg), 
Orphe.an Warbler: vne ringed at Ghadira on 2/4. 
F'<~n-tailed Warbler: on·e in clover fields at M'XlO·kk on 9-10/4. 
;~ufous Bush Chat: Single-s on 14, 15 and 23/4. 
Ring Ouzel: single bird at Pwales on 4/L 
Ortolan Bunting: 3 single birds .from 19-24/4 at G<harb. 
Reed Bunting: singles on 16/1 and 24/2 at !Salina .. 

The winte:r-re.sidentsjvisitors (from January) were rubout in their usual 
~:umbers. these increasing by the end Of January till mid-Feibruary by those 
wintering south {'.f Malta. The nUJmber started decl:'easing till March as 
these continued their northward m•ovement. There were no records for the 
Gre3t Crested Gre'be while only one Coot was recorde·d. Apart from the 
Garganey, the.re were only two single records of dueks (Pintail on 13/2 and 
Mallard on 16/3). Srurprisingly there was a small influx of Spoonbills in 
February with a max. Of 20 on 27th and a larger influx of Glossy Ibis in 
m:ld-March with several flocks on the :20th. The most unusuai faJl was of 
Song Thrushes which appeared in their thousands on 16/3 during strong 
north-westerly winds. 

2. Last dates of .some wintering specie.s. 
March: 3rd Gannet; 7th Lapwing; 9th Redwing; lOth Le<sser Black

backed Gull; 1'5th Golden Plover; 16th Fieldfare; 17th Black-headed Gull; 
J.&th Dunnock; 19th Starling and Dartford 'Warbler; 2l.st Mediterranean 
Gul1 and Blackibird 24th Goldcrest, Black Redstart, Stonechat and Serin; 
27th Wren; 28th Grey Wagtail 

9 

smica06
Cross-Out



trary to earlier records (Times ot M.aita, 18. 2. 1962 Sea Gulls over Maiba). 
These two gulis frequentiy congregate in the Grand and Marsamx·3tr. 

Harbours during winter, their numbers increasing during strong Nortn
westerly wind. Frequent counts were made during the last three wint·ers ana 
only once (in December 19&8) did the numbers of the Medit·errane"irl GUJ; 
reach 35% od' the number Of the two ,gulls prese·nt. Otherwise It was always 
less than 16%. 

The Black-headed Gull apr:oears earlier than the Mediterranean Gu.1l 
but the bulk of both are with us by mid-Dec.ember. They b·oth leave by the 
end of March but singles or small parti·es of the Mediterranean Gull may 
still be noted by mid-April. 

Ali the ringed recoveries (19) in MaJt.a. of the ,Mediterranean Gull were 
ot birds ringe.d as juveniles on the breeding island of Orlov in the Black Sea. 
T.hvse o.f the Black-headed Gull ( 13) hail from Finland, Latvia, Czechoslo
vakia. Hungary, Gel'many, Yugoslavia and Fra.nce. 

References for the compilation of the table: 
1843 2:chemibri, A.: Catalogo Ornito;wgico del Gruppo di Malta, Tip. Jlcnglo

Maltese, Malta. 
~864 Wright, C. A.: List of the BiYds observed in the islands of rvral1H. and 

Go:uo. I:bis 6:42-73, 137-157. 
1917 Despott, G.: Notes on the Ornithology of Malta. Ibis (10) 5:281-349, 

466-526. 
1951 Gibb, J.: The Birds of the Maltese Islands. Ibis 93: 109-127. 
:954 Roberts, E. L.: The Birds of Malta. Progress Press, Malta. 
1969 DeLucca, C.: A Revised Check-List .of the Birds of the Maltese Islands. 

E. W. Classey Ltd., England. 

J. Sultana. 

BIRD NOTES FOR JANUARY-APRIL 1971 

1. Sele<:·ted Occurrences. 
Black-necked Grebe: singles on 19/1 ·a,nd 10/2 
Bittern: singles on 16/3 atrwardija and on 27/3 a,t Ras il-Pe1legrin. 
Ospr.ey: 3 records in ApriL 
Buzzard: One at il-Qadi on 21/3. 
Eleonora's Falcon: Single bird (dark phase) at Wardija on 23/4. 
Tvierlin: One on 2/4 <.t St. Andrew's 
Baillon's Crake: Single bird taken on 31/3. 
Kentish Plover: 2 at Salina on 16/3. 
Turnstone: 3 single birds from 21-28/4. 
Spotted Redshank: One a.t Glladira on 13/4. 
Marsh Sandpioer: One at Ghadira from 20-23/4 and at Salina on 2314. 
BlaGk-ta.iled Godwit: 5 single birds from 17/2 to 26/3. 
Great Snipe: one at Salina on 6 and 7/3. 
Black-winged Stilt: 2 near B'bugia on 18/2 and 9 recmds in A:pril. 
Avocet: 2 crossing the south Comino Channel on 14/4. 

8. 

Cream-coloured Gourse.r: 7 reeords from 5/2 tH1 1/4. 
Pratincole: .singles on 24/3 at Gnejna, at Ta' Qali on 9/4 and at M'Skala on 

on 19/4. Two at Ta' ,Qali on 20/4. 
Great Skma: singles taken by fisheLmen off south coast on 7/2, 3/3 & 5/3 
Slender-lbilled Gull: 2 of.f St. Thomas Ba.y on 26/3. 
Caspian Tern: 5 off Delimara on 8/4. 
Sandwich Tern: sing.1e birds on 3 dates in January, on 25/3 and on 14/4. 

2 at Delimara on 4/2. 
Little Tern: singl·e bird en 24/4 at Benghisa. 
Wood Fig.eon: singles on 24/3 at IMtahleb and on 28/3 at Wa,rdija, 
Great Spotted Cuckoo: singles on 9/1 at Siggiewi, on 3/3 at Zabbar, on 16/3 

at Mgarr and 20/4 at Gudja. 
Pallid Swift: 2 on 7/4 at RabG,t and 1 on 8/4 at IMtahleb. 
Kingfisher: one at !San Martin on 8/2. 
Bar-tailed Des·crt Lark: singJ.e b~d on 5/4. 
Wood Lark: One at Girgenti on 11/3. 
Red-rumped .Swallow: 2 on 22/3 at Chadwick Lakes, 2 at Marsalforn on 9/4 

and one at Ram1a on 10/4. 
Richard's Pipit: One on 20/2 at Salina. 
W.aterjRock Pipit: One aJt Wied il-Ghasri on 1:6/4. 
Great Grey Shrike: singles on 15/3 at Mellieha and on 2/4. 
Wm."Wlng: one at Siggierwi on 9/1. 
Savi's W!arbler: one at .Sahna on 24/3. 
Grasshopp·cr Warbler: One on 31/3 at Ta' Zuta. (First record for Malta. It 

was examined in the hand :by C. Gauci & S. Borg), 
Orphe.an Warbler: vne ringed at Ghadira on 2/4. 
F'<~n-tailed Warbler: on·e in clover fields at M'XlO·kk on 9-10/4. 
;~ufous Bush Chat: Single-s on 14, 15 and 23/4. 
Ring Ouzel: single bird at Pwales on 4/L 
Ortolan Bunting: 3 single birds .from 19-24/4 at G<harb. 
Reed Bunting: singles on 16/1 and 24/2 at !Salina .. 

The winte:r-re.sidentsjvisitors (from January) were rubout in their usual 
~:umbers. these increasing by the end Of January till mid-Feibruary by those 
wintering south {'.f Malta. The nUJmber started decl:'easing till March as 
these continued their northward m•ovement. There were no records for the 
Gre3t Crested Gre'be while only one Coot was recorde·d. Apart from the 
Garganey, the.re were only two single records of dueks (Pintail on 13/2 and 
Mallard on 16/3). Srurprisingly there was a small influx of Spoonbills in 
February with a max. Of 20 on 27th and a larger influx of Glossy Ibis in 
m:ld-March with several flocks on the :20th. The most unusuai faJl was of 
Song Thrushes which appeared in their thousands on 16/3 during strong 
north-westerly winds. 

2. Last dates of .some wintering specie.s. 
March: 3rd Gannet; 7th Lapwing; 9th Redwing; lOth Le<sser Black

backed Gull; 1'5th Golden Plover; 16th Fieldfare; 17th Black-headed Gull; 
J.&th Dunnock; 19th Starling and Dartford 'Warbler; 2l.st Mediterranean 
Gul1 and Blackibird 24th Goldcrest, Black Redstart, Stonechat and Serin; 
27th Wren; 28th Grey Wagtail 

9 



April: 8th White Wagtail; lOth Chiffcha.ff and M-eadow Pipit; 19th 
Bla.ckcap; 20th Robin and Song Thrush; 2$Dd Skylark 

The first trickle of spring migrants arrived just before the end of 
February. Though since mid-,March there were frequent but irregular small 
'nfluxe.s, no exceptional large falls took p1ace and there were p·3£iDds of 
several days with very few spring migrants a•bDut especi?lly in Auril. Very 
unusual low numbers wete recorded for wme species. e.g. \'i"ryn·ock, Wood
chat Shrike, Whitethroat. 

i First date ·Of app·earanC·2 of sel·octed sprmg migrants. 

FebTuary: 21st Pailid Harrier; 27th Marsh Harrier; 23rd Green Sand
piper 2nd House Martin; 28th ISwaLow. 

March: 1st Purple Heron; 5th Ho.apoe; 7th Tree Pipit; 8th Hen Har
rier 9th Short-to-ed Lark (summer resident); lOth Wheatear; 12th Lesser 
Kestrel; 13th Little E-gret, Grey Heron, Hobby, Sedge Warbler and Blue throat; 
14th Night Heron, Little Cntke, Wood .s.andpiper; Tawny Pipit and Red
.!'tart; 18th Red-f.oot8d Falcon and Nightingale; 20th Swift, Yellow Wa.gcJ.,il 
~:nd Rock Trush; 21st Little Stint, ,Subalpine Warbler, .WiHow Warble•r and 
B1ack-eared Wh-eatear; 22.nd Slquacco Heron. Ruff and Sand Martin: 24th 
A,lpine Swift, Woodchat Shrik·e and Bonelli''S w.arbler; 27th Curlew Sand
piper; 28th Greenshank, Whitethroat and W·ood Warbler; 29th Red-throa.ted 
Pipit and Pied Flycatcher; 30-th Little .Bittern. 

April: 1st Montag·u's Harrier and Turtle nove; 2nd Bee Eater; 4tl1 Cuckoo 
and Whinchat; 5th Wryneck (but one was w·intering at Buskett); 11th Rol
ler; 12th Garden Warbler and Spotted .Flycc . .tcher; 13th Gol~.ared Flycatcher 
and Golden Oriole; 16th Great R.eed Warbler; 18th Nightjar; 19th Tem
minck's Stint; 21st Ringed Plover; 23rd Honey Buzz:ard; 25th Icterine 
Warbler. 

The following· members ha:ve kindly helped us ·by offering· their rec·ords: 
J_ Azz.opardi, M. Beaman, S. Borg, G. Davies, L. Ellu, Mercer, C. Galea, T. 
Gauci, B. K. German, J. Grech, B. P. Grenfell, M. Pennell, D. Rushforth, D. 
Shera:rd-Smith and M. Tl1ake. 

J. SULTANA & C. GAUCI. 

Errata for List Of Birds Ringed in Il-Merill Issue No. 3, Decembe.r 1970, 
Page 12. One Swift ringed in May was accidentally omitted from the 
iist. The Grand Total remains the same. 

10 

NEWS FROM THE RINGING GROUP ... JANUARY-APRIL 

During the first four months of the year 2,455 birds of 63 different 
species were ringed. This is a record total and is a credit to the ringers, 
who worked so hard. E:·pring migration was one of the poorest for years but 
was neverthel·ess exci-ting. Curlew Sandpiper, Red-throated Pipit dnd 
Orphean ·warbier were new si]Jecies ringed. It was a good .spring for Blue
throats and a total of eight was ringed. 

JANUARY 
Ringing was mainly confined to Buskett and Mtahleb, with occasiona1 

visits to other loc31ities. As expected, Chiffchaf.fs, Blackcaps and Robins 
were the main birds caught. No exerting catches were reported and the 
highest catch was recorded at Mtahleb on 6-th, when twenty six birds were 
ringed and five re-trapped. 

FEBRUARY 
February followed the 'pa·ttern of J·anuary. Salina, when~ quite a large 

numbe:r of Chiffchafl!s. wintered, was visited on :a few occ:aSi:ons. The high
est catch WillS obta:ine-::1 there on the 25.th when :twenty Chiffchaffs were 
ringed. Bnskett was the main catching area. for Blackcaps and Robins. Both 
these species showed ·an increase ov-er the previous month. 1Interesting birds 
ringed were a Wren .at Buskett on 6th and a Da,rtford ·Warbler at Salina 
en 25th. 

lf'!ARCH 
Many Blackcaps were at Bu3kett during the first week of the month. 

Though the~ were feeding high in the ivy, we managed to ring forty-three 
during three visits. The first .spring migra..."lt to he ringed was the HousE• 
Martin, when nine were trapped at Ramla Valley on the 6th. Otherwise•, 
sp11ing migrants were v:e.ry l.at:e .and :Only hirundines were- cau.ght in large 
numbers. Between the .24th and 3l.st, just under 400 hundred mostiy Swal
lows, we•re ring.ed at.Lunzjata Valley. On the 2:8th ther;e was a moderate fall. 
mainly of Subai.pine .W.arbJer.s, and foucrteen were ringed 'a't :Wied Z.nuber 
and Mtahl,e<b. A new Ce-tti's :Wiarbler was Tinge•c1 at 1Wied i:l-Luq on 21st. In
teresting birds ringed were a ,W.ater Rail and a Spotted Crake at ,Ghadira on 
the 29th and two RE<d-rumped Swallows at Chadwic:k Lakes on the .22nd. 

APRIL 
With a depression stationary over North hfrica for most of the first 

three weeks of April only a trickle of 1birds arrived. SIWaJlows wer·e again 
the ma:in birds ringed. The highest catches were recorded at Ramla Valley 
during the :first hal.f of the month with a maximum Of lo64 on the 10th. The 
first indication of a small fait was noted on the 18th and then on the 2.4th, 
when the :first Great Reed Wa,rblers were ringed. A larger fall took ulac-e on 
the .2:6th, when 29 birds were caught at Ghadira. :tnteresting bird~ ringed 
,,-ere a Crurlew Sandpiper at Ghadira on 'the .27th, a Red-tmoated Pipit at 
Marsalforn Valley on the 18th and an Ol'lphean !Warbler at Ghadira on the 
2nd, all species being new to our ringing 1ist. 
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