
grapher.s has kindly donated six 
photographs of the Blue Rock 
Thrush to the M.O.S. He also gwve 
his kind consent to use them in 
M.O.S. publications. 

Course at iGhadira 

The Equeat:on Department held 
a three-day f:eld course at Ghadi
ra for Science T·eachers in Sec•Dn
dary Schools with the help of the 
British Counrcil. The rcourse was 
run :by Mrs. P. Wolseley and Dr. 
S.M. Haslam. During the course all 
those present ·realised the poten
tialities of this area as a field c·en-

tre where school children can learn 
how to a,ppredate n:J.tur·e in its 
natural wild state. 

Filfla 

The bilateral agreement which 
was signed roy the Governments of 
Malta and Great Britain does not 
giv·e permission to the Services to 
us,e Filfla during the breeding sea
son of the sea-birds. It is also hoped 
that Filfia will be declared a na
ture reserve. Its importance is do
cumented in 'Bird Studies On Fil
fla' which was published by the 
M.O.S. in 19'70. 

BIRD iP!JtOTEIC'l1IOIN 

By Brother 1Edmu.nd 
There is a very laudable movement throughout Europe, and even the 

rest of the world, for countries to come closer torgether for various reasons 
such as trade, deience and culture. This is, in fact, an extension of Donne's 
saying that, "No man is an island". Just as individuals need e.ach other in 
order to live sanely, so also du countries for self-defence against threats 
such as pollution and destruction of the environment. In other words, if 
we are to survive, then we must come closer together to save our common 
heritage and culture. The sea.s surrounding our countries do not belong 
to us only but to all mankind. If the Mediterranean becomes heavily pol
!utea ann fishless, this is the conrcern of all the countries in the area. So 
also we can argue that i:f one countey is allotwing its flora and fauna to 
be destroyed it is also destroying those of neighlbouring countries, espe
cially in the case of migrant bllrds which belong to all the countries o·vet 
which they fly. 

It was thus interesting to hear Dr. Mansholt, president of the Com
mon Market Commission, at a recent conference in Venice, speak, "with 
horror of the destruction in Italy of millions of migratory birds." This, he 
declared, "is destroying the natural balances in this part of Europe. We 
respect Italy as the cradle of civilization. It is essential that this horrify
ing practiee stO!P immediat-ely." Not a very tatctful thing to say as a guest 
in Italy, but how courageous :::nd true' He emphasised that the killing of 
migratory birds ls banned in all other countries of the Common Market 
and this was another reason \'.·hy the ban should be fully imposed in 
Italy. There have indeed been note•worthy and constant attempts in Italy 
to introduce some control and when we were just about to experience the 
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happy end to the annual massacre, largely due to the life-time efforts O:f 

that gallant gentleman Dr. Ghigi, the po•wer of the 'hunters' lo:bby' pre
vailed in these months of political instability. But nevertheless, we enter
tain firm hopes that the politicians will soon listen to the voice of mil
lions of conservationists, Italisn and European, Who are determined not 
to let the 1,:600!000 JiJcensed sbooters have their own way. The absence of 
small birds means on the part of farmers a greater reliance on chemical 
insecttcides whtch is one reason why in Italy the presence O·f D D T in 
humans is 1.8 parts per million collllpared w;th 0.4 in Britain. 

One inevitalb·le result of the greater use of chemical insecticides, as 
has been tragieally shown in reeent studies in Israel, is that the alr·eady 
diminis'hing numlb·er of birds is further being destroyed through the accu
mulation oJ chemicals in their lb·odies, so that their eggs berCJome inf.ertile. 
In addition to this, the birds of prey which feed on the smaller birds and 
rodents are rapidly and tragrcally decreasing in numbers. One bird of 
prey in parttcular is in espe~ial danger in Europe, the Peregrine Falcon 
(il Bie.s). It has already disappeared from several countries and its num
bers have gone d01wn by !}Qio/o. And yet this bird is not on the protected list 
in Malta and any hunter can shoot down one of the few remaining ones 
with imtPunity. For this crime in Sweden a hunter would be sent to pri
son and his gun would be confiscated. 

The International Uni·on for the Conservation of Nature issues a Red 
Data Book which lists anL'Tials and birds whi:ch are in imminent danger 
of disa[ppearing from the world. Last year eight more species of birds were 
added to the danger list whk':l is no small one. Yet it could happen that 
a trigg·er-happy hunter in Malta could shoot dorwn a highly protected bird 
such as the O,svrey (Arpa). 

Much can be archieved in the field of bird-proteetion by two means. 
The first is through education in the s:chools, as was aehieved last autumn 
in Malta through the Save the Robin eamiPai'gn, and in the mass media 
of newspll!Pers and T.V.; and this is lbeinrg .fairly rwell done in !Malta through 
the efforts of the Malta Ornitholo,gical Soeiety and other dedtcated per
sons. The sercond is in the vital field of legislation in drawing up and en
forcing adequate protection laws. We are quite hopeful that in the next 
few months much will be achieved in this area in order to bring Malta 
in line With present standards of bird-protection in the rest of Europe 
and thus help maintain and increase the declining numbers of our feath
ered friends. 
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