
MISCELLANY 
Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting was 
held on Wednesday, 27th January, 
1971, at the British Council :in Val
letta. Following is the Presidential 
Address, a summary of the Secre
tary's Report and the Fina;ncial Re
port for 1970 which were read at the 
meeting. 
Presidential AddresS; 

1970 European Gonse,rvation Year 
has ended without gimng us what 
we most expected. On our part we 
have made our effort..s and given our 
shar:e during this year to see an im
provement in the protection of 
birds, the conservation -of habitat, 
the education of the pu:blic and the 
study of our birds. 

In this ;;truggle in which we have 
experienced. many times disap
pointments and f.rustration, we 
have come across inspiration and 
encouragement from men of gODd 
will .and from !neal and int.erna
tional orga,'J.isations. 

It was a great honour to us when 
last year His ExcelLency the Gov
ernor-General, Sir Maurice Dorma.n, 
kindly acc.epted our invitation to be 
the Patron of Our Society. His 
patr.onage has already made a re
markable influence beyond our 
shores. The Friends of Malta have 
also shown their appreciation in 
our work by giving :financi:al assist
ance to our Soc.iety to be able to 
se.nd a representative to the XVth 
World Conference of the Interna
tional Council for Btrd Preserva
tion, which took piace in Holland, 
last year. There we were represe.nted 
by our hard-working secl'etary, Joe 
,sultana, who put the case of Maata 
so well that his pro;posed reso
lution wa,s unanimously passed 
by the delegates in this Conterenee. 
Here it was resolved that, whereas 
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many wild ,birds which are protec
ted in most European ::ountries. 
ane netted and destroyed indis,::ri
minateJy in Malta, the M3.,Jta Gov
ernment should control these acti
vities by adequate laws. A resolution. 
also urged the Malta Governn: 2n t 
to turn Ghadira Pool into a Bird 
Sanctuary wher,e better facilities 
CI}Uld be :provided to educate the 
Malte;:;e public in terms of conser
vation znd protection. 

We must admit that it is politi
cally difficult for any Government 
in power, ssl)ecial:y when a General 
Elec.t:m1. is so near, to carry out any 
changes in the old-accepted tradi
tions and customs of the peop~, 

bad and rotten as they may be. But 
we believ,e tll:at under any demo
cracy and constitution an area uni
ver.saliy regarded as a potential bird 
sanctuary, unique for our l3lands 
and impnrtant to elfect a change in 
the local mentality, should ln.;ye 
never been given on lease to one 
person for the sake of s.:1.ooting 
birds. If this mistake has happened 
it is up to the a uthoriti,es to 
stmighten things out by requisi
tioning the Land back and use it in 
the best interests of the nation. As 
1ong as ther.e is a Malta Ornitholo
gical Hodey, the strugg.Je for the 
conservation of Ghadira will be car
ried on, not in the arena of politics 
but round the table of diplomacy 
and understanding. 

In our address to you last year, 
w.e promised a new publication. 
This was done in a most interesting 
form under the name of "Il-Merill", 
ably edited by Bro. Edmund. Our 
publications for 19'70 also included 
a booklet, "Bird studies on Fil.fla", 
wh:lch is the m<J.s.t interesting and 
·exhaustive study ever to be carried 
out on the birds of one of the islets 

cf th·e Maltese Archip-elago. TrJ.is is 
a credit to Joe .S:ultana and Charles 
Gauci wh1 co-ordinated these 
:;tucks to the tJ.e,st of their acquired 
knowledge em the birds of Filfl.a. 

I would like to mention the as
s:stance, understanding and co
cpent'on that we received from 
ot:t.er associations especially Din 
!-Art Helwa, the teenage branch of 
this groun, The Teens and Twenties 
Talent Trust, The Plant a Tree in 
Malta Committe,e, the National 
G3mmittee of the .European Cvnse.r
vation Year, the Malta Bird Re
.cerve:; Oversec.s Committee and the 
Katural History S·ociety of Malta. 
The latter society invited us, at the 
end of last year, to take part in an 
Exhibition on Natural Histnry. Thi3 
was a tremendous success and th·oo 
':no.st p·opular exhibition that has 
ever been held 2 t the National 
Museum. This is a bright and clear 
sign for us that the Maltese pubJir. 
is again realising the great need of 
a Natural History Museum. There 
are already plans fo,r such a 
cnu.seum.and we earnestly hope that 
its message will be purely educa
tional and scientific and not some
thing of a Victorian bird collection. 
The ultimate aim of such a Museum 
should b·e the c,on.servation o.f our 
natural heritage and a source of 
lrncw:edg;e on local Ecology ·a.nd 
spec:es Here I would like to r,e
me~rcber the late Prof. Harry Mical
lef of the Roya1 University of Malta 
who d.id so much in the planning 
of this Museum, but who was un
f~.rtunate not to see it bearing fruit. 

I would like to end this address 
by thanking all those who have 
helped the Society in any way or 
ether in our activities and attain
ments of last year. 

J. M. Attard, Presi,dent, M.O.S. 
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Secretary's Report for 1970 
(Summary) 

The committee .for 1970 was 
elected as follows: President -
J. M. Attard; Secreta.ryjTre?.surcor 
- J.. Sultana; Ass. E'e~r·o.tary - C. 
Gauci; Committe.e Memb.;o~rs- Bro. 
Edmund, C. Gale1a & E. Spiteri 
Campbell. The Ringing Group S·e
cretary was C. Gauci while tl::.e Gozo 
representative wa.s V. Vella Muskat. 
B. K. GeDman, heLped by M. Thake 
and M. Grima, was in charge of the 
Young Members' ;Section. The Rari
ties cD:nmittee was comp<Js·=d of M. 
Beaman, C. Gauci & J. Sultana. 
J. M. &ttard was the Society's re
pf<e.sentative on the p:.ant a Tree 
in M'al1n and the Malta Committe·2 
fJr E1CY, while E. Spiteri Campbell 
was the Society's repr·e.sentative at 
'Din !-Art Helwa' Association. 

The Ringing Group has been very 
active in field-work and achieved 
results. Il-Meril! appeared in its 
new printed f.orm and four lea.f!ets 
wer,e published for young members. 
'Bird Studies o.n Filfla' was pub
;ished to coincide with E. C. Y. 
while a series of twelve articles by 
J. Sulhna & C. Gauci (10) and B. K. 
German (2) appeared in the local 
pr,es.s including a number of ietters 
by various memlbers . .No fewer than 
19 talks were given by C. Gauci (8), 
J. Eultana (5), J. M. Attard (2), 
B. K. German (1), M. Grima (1), 
J. A. Hardman (1) and V. Vella 
Muskat (1) at various institutions, 
name:y the British Council, St. 
Michael's Training Go.Jlege, St. Ed
ward's College, Maria Regina 
Grammar S.cho·ol, Capuchins' Youth 
Centre, 4:Ts ·Club, Boy scouts Head
quavters, Gozo and the Lyceum Se
condary School, Gozo. Two fiim 
shows were also shown to members, 
while eight outings wer,e held. Three 
reports - 'Wild Birds Traffic in 
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Malta' by Bro. Edmund, 'The Bird 
Sitm<tion in Malta' by J. Sultana 
and 'The slaughter of Birds, of Prey' 
by C. Gal·ea - were prepared and 
made use of by th2 Society's repre
sentative at the XV World Confer
ence of the IOBP. MOS officials a.lso 
took part in various programmes 
on the Marta Television and Re
diffusion. 

J. Sultana, Secretary. 

Financial Report for 1970 
B·rought forward £350 4s. 8d. 

Credit 
Fees & Donations 
Sa1e o:f Puiblic'ations 
Interest 

De<hit 
M!03 representation at 
the lCBP Conference 
Filfla Booklet 
Il-Merill Nos 1-3 
Postage 

£203 17 4 
49 15 3 
14 111 

£267 14 11 

£30 0 0 
67 0 0 
71 15 0 
12 4 3 

Young Members. Ringing 
Group, Circulars and 
other expenses 29 18 3 

-
£210 17 11 

Balance as on 27-th January, 
1971 =cc. £407 ls. 3d. 

J. Sultana, Tr.easu<·er, 

Obituary 

We were so-rry to hear of the 
death of Dr. C. DeLucca, B.Sc., M.D., 
a member of the Society and ·a pre-
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vious Hon. President. H2 was lltdy 
one Of the C:uratnrs of the Natural 
History section of the Museum De
partment. He has written several 
papers on local ornithol-ogy and 
natura; history, including a che~k
l:st of the birds of Malta. Wo: offer 
our sincere condolences to his wife 
and s-on. 

A Set of Stamps 

In 1963 the Natural History of 
Malh and the Malta OrnithJlogical 
Society suggested to the Chairman 
of the Stamp Advisory Board to 
consider th·e issue o;f a. Natural His
tory set of stamps. Since then the 
M.O.S. have remip,ded him an
nually about the matter. Our in
s stence and that of the N.H..S.M. 
have been rewarded at Ltst. Next 
Szpte:r:ber the Post Offiee will issue 
a set Of four stamps depicting the 
Blue Tc'.ock Trush Monticola soli
taTius, t~h)._e National Bird, and the 
C~n!aurea spathulata, the National 
Pla:-~t. 

A Day Seminar 

On the initiative of the M.O.S,. a 
day Seminar - The Future of the 
Malta Envir·onment -- will be held 
on 4th July jointly witll Din 1-A.rt 
Helwa, The Natural History Sodety 
of Malts. and the Ma!ta Geographi
cal Society. Illustrated talks and 
discuss'ons will be the main items. 
A circuhr will be sent t.o an local 
members with all the details. 

RAPTORS IN MALTESE SKIES 
C. Galea 

(This is the second ot a series of 
aTticLes on diurnaL birds ot prey. 
The iauthor has been working on 
this family of birds tor the last six 
years at the request of the M.O.S. 
Ed.) 

Hr:lnEy Buzzard (Pernis apivc·r::::s) 

Kuccar·da 

The Honey Buzzard is frequent 
in spring (late March to early June) 
and c·ommon in autumn (mid
August to mid-Ootober). The words 
'.frequent' and 'common' when d,es
cribing migratory bird.s a.re some
what vague. Thus, the two periods 
mentioned simply indicate the 
period of pas;;age of the bird; the 
status given applies for only a part 
of this period. Honey Buzzards ar
rive initially in ones or twos, the 
number increasing as the season 
gets under way. This of course ap
plies to all mig.ra.tory birds. 

The Honey Buzzard is very 
variabie in its plumage but it is 
always dark ·brownish on its back 
and on its U1Jper wing surface. Its 
head may be white grev or brown, 
while the streaked or barred under 
parts may be white or s-ome shade 
of brown. Its brownish tail h'as a 
dark subterminal band and two or 
three variable bars. Occasionaliy a 
bird with a white rump can be 
noted.· 

This ra.ptor is a most useful bird, 
sabsisting mostly on insects, espe
cially those of the bee family, with 
an occasional small vertebrate. The 
scale-like feathers on its cheek 
serve to protect its face from being 
stung by wasps and bees as it ran
sa.cks their nest. Naturally, consi
C:·ering its mode oi' feeding, it is quite 
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at home on the ground. 
In the air this buzzard is quite 

an ac.c·omplished flier, soning and 
gliding on down-curved wings with 
grace and ease. Honey buzzards, 
considering their size, can be sur
prisi:ngly fast on the wing - espe
cially when .shooting down with 
nearly closed wings towar·ds a tree 
chosen as a roost. 

In Ma1ta this bird is usually seen 
b .necks of up to '3 doz::;n at a 
time, at a height varying from 
a few hundred to a few thousand 
feet. These parties ane mostly seen 
trave1ling steadily on their journ:oy, 
though they can be o·b.served also 
whe:eling high in the sky. Other 
hawks (Short-toed Eo.gle, Black 
Kit-e, Marsh Harrier, Lesser Kestrel, 
Kestrel and Hobiby) are Observed in 
their company. RGberts (Birds of 
Malta - 1954 - Pwgress Press) 
noted also the Grey Heron Ardea 
cinerea s:Jaring with this buzzard. 

Osprey ( Pandicm haliaetus) 
Arpa 

The Ospn:~y is a scarce though re
gular passage migrant, occuring in 
spring (late March to mid~M'J.,y) 

and in autumn from mid-Septem-· 
ber to late October. About a dozen 
birds are recorded yearly. One was 
recorded at Wardija on 4th Novem
ber 1953 (M.O.S. Quarterly Bulletin 
Vo1. 1. No. 4). De.spott, curiously 
enough, recorded the Osprey only 
between 8th June and the 25th of 
S'eptember (-Notes on the Ornitho
logy of :Malta - Ibis - July 1917, 
pp, 281-349). 

Ospreys hav;e dark brown upper 
parts with the white under parts 
having a faint brown band across 
the brea.st. A broad black band runs 


