MISCELLANY

Annual General Mesting

The Annual General Meeting was
held on Wednesday, 27th January,
1971, at the British Council in Val-
letta, Foillowing is the Presidential
Address, a summary of the Secre-
tary’s Report and the Financial Re-
port for 1970 which were read at the
meeting,

Presidential Address

1970 European Conservation Year
has ended without giving us what
we most expected. On our part we
have made our efforts and given our
share during this year to see an im-
provement in the oprotection of
birds, the conservation of habitat,
the education of the public and the
study of our birds,

In this astruggle in which we have
experienced mrany times disap-
pointments and frustration, we
have come across inspiration and
encouragement from men of good
will and from local and interna-
ticnal organisations.

It was a great honour to us when
last year His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General, Sir Maurice Dorman,
kindly accevted cur invitation to be
the Patron of Our Society, His
patrenage has already made a re-
markabie influence beyond our
shores, The Friends of Malta have
also shown their appreciation in
our work by giving financial assist-
ance to our Society to be able to
send a representative to the XVth
World Conference of the Interna-
tional Council for Bird Preserva-
ticn, which took piace in Holland,
last year. There we were represented
by our hard-working secretary, Joe
Sultana, who put the case of Mailta
so well that his proposed reso-
lution was unanimously passed
by the delegates in this Conference.
Here it was resolved that, whereas

many wild birds which are vrotec-
ted in most Buropean countries,
are netted and destroyed indiscri-
minately in Malta, the Mzlta Gov-
ernment should control these acti-
vities by adegquate laws. A resolution
also urged the Malta Governmsant
to turn Ghadira Poo}l into g Bird
Sanctuary where better fachities
cculd be provided to educate the
Maltese public in terms of conser-
vation znd protection.

‘We must admit that it is politi-
cally difficult for any Government
in power, especially when a General
Electicn is So near, to carry out any
changes in the old-accepted tradi-
tions and customs of the peopls,
bad and rotten as they may be. But
we believe that under any demo-
cracy and constitution an area uni-
versaliy regarded as g potential bird
san-cﬁuary, unigue for ocur ILslands
and important to effect a change in
the local mentality, should hawve
never been given on lease to on2
person for the sake of shooting
birds. If this mistake has happened
it is up to the authorities to
straighten things out by requisi-

toning the land back and use it in

the best interests of the nation. As
long as there is a Malta Ornitholo-
gical Sociey, the struggle for the
conservation of Ghiadira will be car-
ried on, not in the arena of poiities
but round the table of divtomacy
and understanding,

In our address to you last year,
we promised a nzsw publication.
This was done in a most interesting
form under the name of “II-Merill”,
ably edifed by Bro, Edmund, Our
publications for 1970 also includsd
a booklet, “Bird Studieg on Filfla”,
which is the most interesting and
exhaustive study ever to be carried
cut on the birds of one of the islets



cf the Maltese Archipelago. This is
a credit to Joe Sultana and Charles
Gauel  whoa co-ordinated these
studizs to the pest of their acquired
knowledge on the birds of Filfla.

I would like to mention the as-
sistance, understanding and coO-
oparition that we recelved from
othier associations especially Din
1-Art Helwa, the teenage branch of
this group, The Teens and Twenties
Talent Trust, The Plant a Tree in
Malta Committee, the National
Committee of the Buropean Conser-
vation Year, the Malta Bird Re-
serves Overse:s Committee and the
Natural History Society of Malta.
The latter Society invited us, at the
end of last year, to take part in an
Exnibition on Natural History. This
was a tremendous success and the
maost popular exhibition that has
ever been held 3t the National
Miuseum. This is a bright and clear
sign for us that the Maltese publir
is again realising the great need of
a Natural History Museum. There
are already plans for such a
museum and we earnestiy hope that
its message will be purely educa-
tional and scientific and not some-
thing of a Victorian bird collection.
The ultimate aim of such a Museum
should be the conservation of our
natural heritage and a source of
kncwiedge on local Ecology and
species. Here I would like to re-
member the tate Prof, Harry Mical-
lef of the Royal University of Malta
who did so much in the planning
of this Mussum, but who was un-
fsrtunate not to see it bearing fruit,

I would like t0 end this address
by thanking all those who have
helped the Society in any way or
cther in our activities and attain-
ments of last year.

J. M. Attard, President, M.O.S.

Secretary’s Report for 1970
(Summary)

The Committee for 1970 was
elected as follows: President —
J. M. Attard; Secrstary/Treasurcr
— J. Sultana; Ass. Secratary — C.
Gauci; Committee Members — Bro.
Edmund, C. Galez & E. Spileri
Campbell, The Ringing Group Se-
cretary was C. Gauci while the Gozo
representative was V. Vella Muskat.
B. K. German, helped by M. Thake
and M. Grima, was in charge of the
Young Members’ Section. The Rari-
ties committee was composad of M.
Beaman, €. Gauci & J. Sultana.
J. M. Attard was the Society’s re-
presentative on the Plant a Tree
in Malta and the Malta Committes
f3r BECY, while E. Sviteri Campbell
was the Society’s representative at
‘Din 1-Art Helwa’' Asscciation.

The Ringing Group has been very
active in field-work and achieved
results. II-Merill appeared in ifs
new printed form and four leaflets
were published for young members.
‘Bird Studies on Filfla’ was pub-
ished to coincide with E.C.Y.
while a series of twelve articles by
J. Sulbana & C.'Gauci (10) and B. K.
German (2) appeared in the local
press including a number of ietters
by various members. No fewer than
19 talks were given by C. Gauci (8),
J. Sultana (5), J. M. Attard (2),
B. K. German (1), M. Grima (1),
J. A. Hardman (1) and V. Vella
Muskat (1) at various institutions,
namely the British Council, St
Michael’s Training College, St. Ed-
ward’s College, Maria Regina
Grammar School, Capuchins’ Youth
Centre, 4Ts Club, Boy Scouts Head-
quarters, ‘Gozo and the Lyceum Se-
condary School, Gozo. Two fiim
shows were also shown to members,
while eight outings were held. Three
reports — ‘Wild Birds Traffic in



Malta’ by Bro. Edmund, ‘The Bird
Sitwation in Malta’ by J. Sultana
and “The slaughter of Birds of Prey’
by C. Galea — were prepared and
made use of by thz Society’s repre-
sentative at the XV Worldg Confer-
ence of the ICBP. MOS officials also
took part in varicus programmes
on the Malts Television and Re-
cdiffusion.

J. Sultana, Secretary.

Financial Report for 1870
Brought forward £350 4s. 8d.

Credit

Fees & Donations £203 17 4

Saie of Publications 49 15 8

Interest 14 111
£267 14 11

Debit

MiO3 representation at

the ICBP Conference £30 0 O

Filfla Booklet 67 0 O

I1-Merill Nos 1-3 7115 ©

Postage 12 4 3

Young Members, Ringing
Group, Circulars and

other expenses 29 18 8

£210 17 11

Balance as on 27h January,
1971 == £407 l1s. 8d.
J. Sultana, Treasurer,

Obituary

We were sorry to hear of the
death of Dr.C, DeLucca, B.Sc.,, M.D.,
a member of the Society and a pre-

vious Hon, Fresident, Hz was latsly
one of the Curators of the Natural
Histery Section of the Museum De-
partment. He has written several
papers on local ornithology and
natura; history, including & check-
1ist of the birds ¢f Malta, We oifer
our sinecers condolences to his wifz
and son.

A Set of Stamps

In 1965 the Natural History of
Maltz and the Malta Ornithological
Society suggested to the Chairman
of the Stamp Advisory Board to
consider the issue ¢f a Natural His-
vory set of stamps. Since then the
M.C.S, have reminded him an-
nually about the matter. Our in-
s'stence and that of the N.IH.SM.
have bzen rewarded at last. Next
Szptember the Post Office will issus
a set of four stamps depicting the
Blue Rock Trush Monticola soli-
tariys, the National Bird, and the
Cinlaurea spathulata, the National
Flant,

A Day Seminar

On the initiative of the M.O.8,. a
day Seminar — The Future of the
Malta Environment — will be held
on 4th July jointly with Din I-Art
Helwa, The Natural History Soclety
cof Malta and the Maita Geographi-
cal Society, Illustrated talks and
discussions wil] be the main items.
A circular will be sent to all local
members with ali the details.



