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IL-MERILL 
The title of the Society's Bulletin, I•L-MERlLL, is the Maltese name 

for the Blue Rock !Thrush, Montioola s;olittarius, which is one of the few 
resident species of the Islands. It was chosen as the /National !Bird of Malta 
by the local /National Section of the International Council for Bird ,Preser­
vation and has 'been the emblem of the Malta Ornithological Society since 
the latter's inception. 
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Editor's Note: 
This fifth issue of Il-Merill is no ordinary one !or It is the fruit of several 

years of labour and record keeping. There has been a nu.mber of keen ornitholo­
gists in the past but we doubt if there has been such a constant day to day 
checking of the status of all resident and migrant birds as has been carried 
out by the active members of Malta Ornithological Society in the past four years. 
The results as printed ln this issue are a real contribution to the bird section 
of Natural History and we are rightly proud of this. 

In 1967 the M 0 S issued monthly newsletters which included bird notes. 
These continued to appear in the cyclo-styled Quarterly Bulletin during 1968-69. 
These notes have also been appearing In the last two years in various issues 
of Il-Merill. This issue then contains a comprehensive list of birds for the period 
1967-70. Thus it is now possible to show clearly the present statu.s of birds in 
our islands. 

It has been our custom to print the English and scientific names of each 
species In this Issue the Maltese name is added. This has presented no small 
difficulty as previous authorities .gave one or more Maltese names to the same 
species and often these names varied from one village to another. Many Maltese 
do not know the proper names of a large number of species and we have 
a-ttempted through the efforts of a sul:}-committee to bring some order out of chaos 
and we hope that our list of names will eventually become standardised and 
accepted in local literature. 

Naturally we have been very careful in our acceptance of records and any 
of a doubtful nature have been carefully vetted by the Rarities sul:}-commlttee. 
Quite a number of our records have been obtained by visits to various taxiderm­
ists and we are grateful for their collaboration. 
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SYSTEMATIK LIST for 1967-1970 

C. GAUCJ: & J. SULTANA 

( Unle5:S otherwise stated, the dat6s in bracket3 are the earliest and 1atest 
l01r :the four years). 

Little Grebe Pod•iceps ruficollis Blongun zgnir 
Sing.:e birds on 27/10/67, 6/11/138, 11/l:l/68 aJnd 13/10/70. 

Black-Necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Blongun sekond 
Frequent in winter (2.3/10 - 11/2). V:ery ·early .birds •re:cor:ded on 21/8/67, 
23/8/68 and 12/8/70 

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus Blongun prim 
Frequent in winter (28/10 - 9/2). Usua1ly !Seen singly, but sometime" up to 
1 together. 

Cory's Shearwater CalonectT·~s diomedia Ciefa 
Summer re3ide:nt (March- October) b<weding pr ineipaHy at Ta' cenc Cliffs 
and en Fil:fi'31. Large numbers .commonly seen offshore, espeeia;lly dJuring 
str.o:n,g north-weste<rly winds. 

Manx Shearw.ater Puffinus puffinus G.arnija 
Summer resident (February- August)., bre.eding •in small ,colonie~'>- 1ar.ge•st 
0f c. 200 pairs- on all Maltese Island:3 . .Seldom ssen near the coast during 
the day. 

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus Kangu ta' Filfla 
Summ,or re.sident. Large colony breeds on FHfla. No ·evidence Of breeding 
<~ni)"whel'e else in the Maltese Islands. 

Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma Kangu tal-Atlantiku 
leuconhoa 

Eing1e bird.:; caught by fis:her~man c.12 miles off the south coast of Ma1lta o:n 
21 & 26/7/69. ( lS:t and 2nd records for iMalta). 

Gannet Sula bassana Sula 
A few reguJa,rly in winter (16/10- 24/3). SieE•n offshore in parties of up to 5. 
Late' bird on 23/4/67. 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Margun 
Frequent during the winter of 1968-69. Only a f.ew in other winters ( 18/10-
t' i3). Early birds on 24/8/69 and 15/9/6!l (2). Late- immature bird on 4/5/67. 

Shag Phalacrocorax Margun tat-toppu 
aristo·tdis 

Immature bird off 'l\1'Xlokk on 29/6/68. (1st record .for Matlta). 
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