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ll-MERILL 
The title of the Society's Bulletin, IL~MERILL, is the Maltese name 

:for the Blue Rock Thrush, Monticola solita1•ius, which is one of the few 
·resident species of the Islands. It was chosen as the National Bird of Malta 
by the local National Section of the International Council for Bird Pre
servation and has been the emblem of the Malta Ornithological Society 
since the latter's inception. 

Bulletin of the Malta Ornithological Society No. 1 April1970 

EDITORIAL 
It is with great pleasure that we aile 

able to announce th&t H.E. Sir Maurice 
Dorman. GCMG, GCVO has kindly con
sented to become the Patron of the 
Malta Ornithological Society. We hope 
that this announcement coupled with 
the first issue of our new publication 
•n Mertll' will, in this Nature Conserva
tion Year, help on the noble work of our 
organizatlim in its ·effort to preserve the 
bird. life of Malta. 

It was just two years ago in March 
1968 that the Malta Ornithological Soc
iety issued its first Quarterly Bulletin 
which ran to eight issues. It was. pro
duced on a Gestetner machine and its 
scope was gradually widened by produc
ing a number of interesting and infor
mative articles on various aspects of 
bird life and< bird conservation on the 
islands of Malta and Gozo. Befor·e 
March 1968 the Malta Ornitholctgical 
Society which wa.• then incorporated 
with the Natural ms~ory Society of 
Malta did indeed issue monthly news 
letters which consisted largely of infor
mation about th.e activities of the So
ciety and notes on observation of birds 
seen and these were invaluable in giv
ing continuous and exact information of 
interest to the bird-lover and bird>
watcher. 

And now in this Nature Conserva .. 
t!on Year we have decided to have our 

magazine printed and give it an en
tirely 'new look'. It will help to give 
that professional touch to our publlca
tion and possibly appeal to an even 
wider public so that the alms of the So
ciety may become better ·known and 
more e1'feetively achieved. 

The aim of the Society has always 
been twofold: In the first placE\ to col
lect and collate precise and scientific 
information on local and migrant bird. 
life which will be of interest .and use 
to persons interested locally and to in
ternational scientific bodies conoerned 
with the Mediterranean area and world 
bird migration studies. For example 
last year we ringed some 4,000 birds, 
which total we hope to surpass this 
year. This is quite a g0od effort when 
one considers that the British Trust 
for Ornithology riJ1;5ed fewer than 
600.000 birds in the whole of 1968. We 
hope that within the next few months 
we shall be able to complete and pub
lish our ringed records for the past 
three years and this will show how the 
Malta Ornithological Society, though 
small in numbers, has achieved scienti
fic work of no small value. 

In the second place the aim of the 
Society in conjunction with the Malta 
Bird Reserves Overseas Committee 
(MBROC) and the International Coun
ril for Bird Preservation (ICBP), is to 
foster and promote the protection of 
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bird life in particular on these islands 
and elsewhere as the case may arise .. 
as we recently d.l.d by officially protest
ing against the revoking of bird shoot
ing ,and trapping legislation in Italy, 
and last year by doing our share 1n 
having the island of Comino declared a 
bird sanctuary. This aim is indeed an 
ever mcreaslngly urgent one as reports 
wme in from all over the world of the 
disappearance of many species of wild 
life. 

The shooting seasoa is now upon us 
and it is to be hoped that the hunters 
will go out in ever-d.ecreasing numbers 
and be much more discriminating in 
their choice of game and may the new 
Secondary Schools which are due to 
open in September for ali children in 
Malta be schools where respect for the 
life of God's creatures will be taught. 
Here is an area ~o where the Church 
in Malta has yet to let its voice be 
heard. It is a frequent sight in Malta to 
see the sons of St. Francis walking 
about in his humble robe and the clergy 
could take a leaf from the life of St 
Francis and teach that God's feathered 
friends have a rlght to l!fe and not to 
end up as just another stuffed specimen 
beneath a glass case. one further ex
ample of man's inhumlnity to God's 
creatures 

Miscellany 

The infamous law No. 906 in Italy 
In the fight for bird protection in 

Italy atHl of the great leaders is Professor 
Mario P A VAN, of the University of Pav
ia. The valiant efforts of the aged Prof
essor Ghigi over many years had at last 
been crowned in 1969 by the passing of a 
!a w forbidding the annual massacre of 
birds throughout the country. Unfortun
ately, the present political leaders, with 
an eye on the next elections revoked this 
law by decree No. 906 and the slaughter 
of small birds is once again a common 
occnrrence in Italy. The conscience of 
the nation has, however, been stung and 

.f 

One scheme which is very dear to 
our heart is to have the Ghadira fresh 
water pond - the only such stretch of 
fresh water on the islands of Malta and 
Gozo - declared a bird sanctuary. It is 

indeed the main 'port of call' for many 
waders passing through on migration 
and under the present pressure of the 
building and. developing boom could 
easily be encroached upon and dis
appear. Many an elightened Govern
ment in other parts of the world ha:s 
taken action to prev·ent the destruction 
of similar ecologically interesting areas 
and we· hope that the Malta Govern
ment will prove itself to be just as en
lightened. 

May all the readers of our 'new look' 
magazine also become enthusiastic over 
the aim of the Malta Ornithological So
ciety and seek out the support of simi·· 
larly minded persons to promote the 
good work. We would particularly wei·· 
come the ald. that teachers in secondary 
schools can give in educating the rising 
?•enerat!on to change its attitude to
wards the wanton de;;truction of bird 
life on these islands and encouraging 
them to ·take up less destructive pas
time;;. 

Professor P A VAN has him>elf collected 
more than 400,000 signatures of people 
protesting against law 906 and appealing 
to the Goverument to come back on its 
decision. We wish hi'll and the noble 
Professor Ghigi succeMs in their gallant 
efforts and hope the Italian Government 
will see reason and soon. If any reader of 
'll-Merill' wish to help on the good work, 
a short letter of protest sent to: 

ProfeBsor Mario P A VAN, 
University of Pavia, 

Via Taramelli, 2.J 
ltalv 

would be welco;"ned. 

EIIIK HOSKING's gift to the M.O.S. 
We are grateful to Mr. E. Hosking, 

Britain's international famous bird pho
tographer, :for the generous gift cf 130 
bird photos, to i;he M11lta Ornithological 
Society, which he also kindly allowed us 
to publish. One of these photos, of a 
Turtle Dov<B, is reproduced on the cover 
of this first i&sue of 'ILMerill'. W,3 also 
hope to make good use of them at a Bird 
Week later in the year. 

Yellow Wagtails 
Yellow Wagtails are protec:~ed in 

Malta. ARE THEY? Those who visited 

ta' Qali disused airfield during th'e latter 
half of April would have wcodered. Heavy 
passages of these beautiful, slender and 
strikingly yellow birds took place. Uufor
tuuately large numbers finished up in nets 
managed by a few irresponsible youths. 
Hundreds were trapped and most of these 
would, no doubt, have perished after a few 
days. 

The same thing happened in Gozo, 
in the viciuity of Lunzjata Valley. It is 
quite discouraging to request the Govern. 
ment to put more species on the protected 
list when the law protecting the few is 
not r8spected or enforced. 

THE BREEDING BIRDS OF MALTA 
By ,J. Sultana & c. Gauci 

(THE MALTA YEAR BOOK 1Q70 carries a paper on the Breeding Birds of 
Malta by J. Sultaltla & C. Gaud. The following is the Introduction of their de
tailed study and s.hows the alarming state of Malta's breeding species. Ed.) 
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Barn Owl 
Tyto alba 
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