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Ag,ain Mizz:i was hampered by offioia!l: s:tlence but through 
sheer patience he succeeded in Iil11teTVIieWling a suffidentIy 
laJ:lge number ,od' eye-witnesses to be ahle to provide a 
complete story and prove wrong the Fascist version of the 
spy's death. 

Among the author's primary informants are Dr. War
nlngton himself, Mr. Vivian de Gray, a po1ice officer (Later 
Commissti'oner of Police) who was IirrlVolved in the case 
agafunst Borg Pisan/~, and Fr. F. B:iJlocca, one of the two 
Capuchins who assisted hJ1IIll in the fina[ days ~n the death 
ceu'l. 

Mizzi also engages lin am. interesting discussion on the 
trial's outcome iiIn the Ught of ,~ater lega:l aot:i;olll taken by 
the BriJtish agaJ~st Ma!Ltese cOllJl:eagues of Borg Pisani who 
had joined !the ItaJ~ian army duI1ing the war. 

G'hal[-Holma ta/ Hajtu, Il!OW in its second Maltese edition 
and due tOI be transl,ated into lta!llilaln, puts in a novel per
spect:ive ,facts. whikh prejudice laJrud rilgnomnce might have 
obfuscated. The passage of tdil11e has ]ed to an ob~ectJive as
sessment of Borg PliJsaui's "dedication" to hiS country. 

JOE FELICE PACE 

CASSAR, PAUL 
Eiarly Relations between Malta and the United States 
of America 
Maltese Sociaili Studies, No. 2 
MaLta, Midsea Books, 1976. x;1-129pp. 

When lin ApriJb }.7,53 ,the LiiJberty BeN cracked for the 
second time, rthe StaJte House oIf Phhladel1phia turned to the 
flilrill ;olf Pass and Stowe for a third, and hopefUilily hetter, 
eX!ampl,e Ito be ,cast. 'Littile lis known ofth±s John Pass, 
though we have ,the unimpeachable eVlildence of the Speaker 
of the PhiJIadelphia Assembly that he :was 'a native Cif the 
Is[e of MaLita'. 

This, however, liS not th~ eaJr.liest corrmeotron between 
the Amenican States and MaLta. As far back.a:s 1719, the 
Order of Srt John had suffered considerable [asses after an 
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jJJJ:-advised specUil,atory investment in the so-cailled Missis
sippi Scheme. 

Dr. Paul Cassar's Early RekLtions between Malta and 
U.S.A. traces the es:baJbJJishmerut andg;rowth of reWaltJitons be
tween the two states right up to ,1906. It dJs obvlious that 
such IaJ relationship had to be malinly mar:it1me in chMacter 
and though iIt was not exceptiooaJily sOlhld or profound, Dr 
Cassar's carefUll. research principa1Jly tin the Consular De
spaltches for Medta from 1801 to 1906 has enalhled him to 
wrlite a hiiJghly readable and informative account of ltife 0I'l1 

the I's~and insofar as 'ilt touched upon the AmeI1ican Repub1k. 
Diplomatic relations between the tW,OI countI1ies were 

established on 17 December 1796, makimg Mallita one of the 
fir:srt:;countrues to ha;vea UIlIilted States consular officer ac
credited to it. Relations reached am. eaclyand welcome 
olJimax so,OI'l1 ,after the Br:iItlish took over the Island; during 
the Tnipollitan War .of 1801-5 Ma1Jta proved its stmtegic 
value by atloWring itself to be used as a depot for the sup
ply of ar:ms and men to a navy that was fightil'l1g a war 
three thousand milles away from ~ts home base. Maltese 
salia.olrs made up a considemble numbeT of the sailors ,in 
the fleet that succeeded in ridding tlhe MediJtermnean of 
the Barbary Co·rsaill" menace. 

DJ.-. Cassar's ICi.nalysJs of the consu" despatches could 
not faihl. ibut bmilng out the dhar·acters: and personalities of '::he 
v.arltous consuls who held officeduniln;g the per-ilOd. 'Of the 
ten consuls Dr. Cassa'r COI!lsilCiers, the one who dominates 
the per:iod lis surely WHliJaJm Winthrop Anmews who held 
office for 35 years from 1834. Winthrop served hi!s country 
weN; hiils despatches betray an eager personaliiJty trying to 
pLease his AmeliiJca;n mastens by sendimg a ver:iJtahle flood olf 
infor:matJion. He reports on powitrl:cal developments, economic 
measures, socilall customs, military measures and so Olll, with 
the obvious !inten1JiOl'l1 oftryJing tQ upgrade his 10ca11 office. 
Indeed his complaints about the expenses needed to make 
ends meet are the ilieiJt motif of his oorrespoIlldence. It was 
fittiltlgllnalt iIt was during his term of office that the United 
States decided to maike the Ma~lta consulsMp a palid one in 
1866. 
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Dr. Oassar a,lso writes about famous American Vlisitors 
to the Island run the DJineteenth century. It was an American, 
Andrew BiJge1ow, who wrote .one. of the ear.liest nineteenth 
century accounts ofll'ife il11 M11Jlta. Has hook, Trave:s in 
Malta ·~;md Sicily, was pubhlshed in 1831 and was based on 
what he saw and experienced in the course of a stix week 
Vi1sit in 1827. His colounfui and mterestlil11g 11!aITatilVe pro
vides a 1110tSt interesting comment11Jry on Mt(lJlta and the 
Maltese. Another weDI-known American vLilsitor to Maltese 
shores was Geneml W.T. SheIman, the COffil11:al11der tin 
Chief of the Un~ted Staltes Army. Sherman was the bivtil 
War generad best known for his march from Ohiol to the 
sea, 

Another ch11Jpter dealls w:ith the repealted alttempts to 
encoumge M1liltese migtants to set1!1e din America. . This 
milgrartJiOl11 never roo~ly appealed to the Malltese untJ~l the 
destitution brought about by the ooJllapse Qlf the war eco
nomy tin 1919 forced many m:igrants to consiider new coun
tries instead of the trad~1Jional ones 0111 the Noa:th African 
littoml. 

Dr. Cassar's achievement lies !in his serencLipitous dis
covery of these conS-uiliar despatches and the!ir re-wol1lcing 
in a highly reada!bI1e and consistently ~nteresting na,rr3it1IVe 
that is attracUve at various !level1s. The author's medllcal 
backgm.und ,is often betrayed by his careful !annotation of 
med'i!caJl facts and fligures. I"1deed he of~e:n goes sldght:1'y of his 
way to include such detaHs. 

The present volume, the secOl11d ~n the exc€llllent ser.ies 
of MEd!tese Social Studies pnhhl'shed by Midsea Books, is at
tractively produced, only just mocred by the handful of 
misprruntsthat seem to! be the bug bear of locall publlic11JUons. 
This should ho;wever an no way detmct from the merits of 
a book that has broken new ground as far as source 
~erial fOlr modem Ma:1rt:ese hllistory &s concerned. Dr. 
Cassar assuringtly lindlkates to other histoI1iJans that there 
are many other fresh woods and pastures new ready to 
give up the.ir ruches to the patient and diJ1:igent researcher. 

LOUIS J. SCERRI 

156 


