
6 CHARLES GAILEA SCANNURA 

Tbe Duties 'Of the Secre'to 
dUlriln9 the period 'Of the Hospi't0l11i1ers':: 

When Ma!1ta was given to ,the K'l1J~ghts HO'spiltaiHers, the 
office of tihe ,Secrezia fellll under the dJitrect and personal 
control of the Gmnd M<l>ster.l The Secreto was appointed 
by the Grand Master from Cl>ffiong the Ma:Ltese nobIle gentle
men who were servtilng the Order iJn the admlinistmiIJion of 
the IslIiands.2 Hence the Office carded Wlith lit honours, pre
stige and pa:rtll'cUilar duties which made the Office one of 
the best pOSlitions which men of abiLiJty OO1d amibition hoped 
to acHieve. 

In order to admlitnister his office the Seoreto reqUJilred to 
have hiis own staff. FO'r tth'is purpose he had the authod,ty 
to appoint a judge, an assessO'r and a registrar, a Capo 
Maestro or land surveyer sometimes referred to as peritD 
fO'r pUl1Jliic aff-ai1rs, a Capo) MaestrO' Ribl1ccatDre or Head Le
velllLer, a Capo, MaestrO' F.a.Zegname or Ma:ster Ca!Tpenter, an 
O'ffid~al1 iknO'wna:s ViscDnte whO' acted as a seniDr officer 
over the man-servOO1ts whO' we!I'e knDwn as the fejm:uli of the 
MagistmJ Seorezia. Wtith regard to the last mentioned, the 
Secreto was e,xpeoted to ha:ve at Jeast two for each cas ale. 
They -aoted as messengers and superv:isO'rs over fields but 
CO'uJd be asked to' do any other work iTeqUJired by the 
Secreto. 

The Office of the Secre~ia had ,its Tr:i:bunal to deail with 
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the valuatlion of r:ents and leases of magilSt:r;a!l iliands. The 
passi1ve cases and ai1Jl cases related Wliith scisa were dealt 
by the judge of the Secrezia. Thus the debtor's concerned 
wiith property were made to aippear ID the TIiilbUlIla:ls which 
were held Iiin Notabille and in Gozo. In Gozo ciVii:l cases were 
a11so deaJI:t by the Office .. Ml pass1>ve oases concerned with 
tenants of magJirstral 1ands were derutt with Ibo/ the Judge 
who received a satlary of 500 sc. per year dun~ng the XVIIIth 
century. The prindpaJl lt1egi1srtrar received a saillrury of 360sc. 
per yea'r, wmle the 'aJSs~iSl1lant regjiStrrur received 120sc. The 
Office !rulso helld liltS own 'bam.k' Of rather depoSliJtory where 
fines and dues :were co1J1ected. The person in chaJrge OIf this 
depoSliJtory was sometlimes referred to as the Chancehlor of 
the Sec:r;ez:iJa. 3 

The Seoreto had to ensure that such offices of employ
ment wdth the Secrez~a were aJIso to be fiUed separately m 
Gozo. He hald to appo~nt two so[diers and a ohaplain for 
the Tower of Comino. Each of these employees l'ecei.ved a 
tetter of appo~ntment kmown 'as pa;telnte dJitrectly firom the 
Secreto.4 

Though suchempiloyees l'eflected more than anythilJ:1g 
e~se the :adminiistrartlion of the ,land 'I"evenues, there were 
also others which ,indicated parmcular nights. Some 
chaplains were also employed by the Secrezi,a. The Secreto 
had to appoint a chaJpilruiln for the church of the Assumption 
found nll1. Ceppuna, Mrursa, and anOlther chapllain fOil." the 
church of St. Nikh01asat Bosohetto. These ohapl'ains also 
receivedtheilr pa'bente ob]~ging them to fulfil thelf min'is
teri:al1: duties and to celebl'ate fest:iv:ities llin their respective 
churches whenever the Secreto lirrlstructed them.5 

Wiith regard to the ComilJ:1o Tower, the Secreto allso re
quired a Castella;no or Keeper, who had to be a B.ombardier 
employed w1th the Order. This CasteZZano :was sometimes 
r:eferred to as Capo Maestro and his appointment had to 
be confirmed by the Gr3J..'1d Master and certified with a 
patentee Other places which came under the joosdli!ctJion of 
the Secreto and Irequired particuiliar officers, were the Bo
schetrtOl, rthe Bordonari of the Magirstral PaaJace and the 
M81glis:tralfiefs. At 'the Boschetto he had to keep two 
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GuardliJans were aJso given the patente to define their duties: 
one had to work :in the Bosohetto am.d had to take care of the 
animails t!hat were kept there, cu1t1vate the gardens of the 
SecretOl, and fulfil other generaJl: servkes; the other had to 
take caa:-e of all the work that was r:equired to take place 
around the Boschetto. Another Guardian had to be employed 
fer the Bordonaa:-.i! od' the Plailiace, and he had to be apPOOlved 
by the S4g.nor Cavallerizzo 6 

• 

From among the famuli and somet:imes from among 
lecal farmers, the Secreto had to appoint a Castaldo, that 
,is a custodian for each magistral fief he had !in his care tin 
Gozo. This Castaldo had to caa:-e after the fieif' during such 
occasruons as rev:iews and false aaarms.1 Frem the time of 
Gmnd Master X:imenes the Secreto M:SO started to appoint 
famULi who were glirven the rank of Officiale or Custode of 
parbicular v;iJ1Jlages and neaa:-by areas such as Kii:11kop, ba, 
Zebbugand other cas8.l1i. 8 

The Secreto's terms of reference seem te have been 
extensilve and! precise. It WalS hilS duty to trssue iliicences to 
perm:iJt the demollishiing or the rebuJill:dmg of wallas over the 
same foundatlions in the country, to penmJit the openilug of 
doors, windows, to permit the cutting of stenes found in 
publlJic spaces, and to perm1t the cdlileotion of white or red 
soda. Those who requested to cooleot more than twenty five 
loads (vic:ggi) of soli!l had to make 'a petition to His Eminence 
by presenting a rrelatlion to the Seoreto and, permission 
granted, they had to pay 25tr. for each 100 ~oads. The 
meney that was comected was to be alPplliled for the repaljlr 
of roads in the service of HJiJs EmIilnence. Before [ssUJing a 
1icence the Cape Maestro had to go to eX'amme the area 
to ensure that what was goilllg to be done was not to be of 
any prejudlice orr inconvenience eIilther to the publli.c ID ge
neiI1a1l: er to prntv;aJte lindilyljiduall:s. The Cape Maestro was paJid 
41:r. for each l'icence whenever he had to go to eX'amine 
the pl1lacepersonaJlly. 

Some1:itmes Mailitese householders or tenants made re
ques.ts te get some part of the public space near theitr pro
perty to strruLghten up the waillls. Such appil!icatJions had to 
be made to the Secreto who taxed thei applicants not less 
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than 28tr. according to the concession. Those who wrshed to 
ocoupy a [a:rge measure of publllic space were requ1red to 
malke a 'memoTlial' to the Grand Master which had to be 
noted by the office of the Secreto and examJined before the 
request was granted. 

When trouble aifOse between nei:ghboUlfs because of 
doors, Windows, pubi1Jic spaces, and sucih othell" relhlted mat
ter, whldh pr01ected onto the pubilJic streets, it was the duty 
olf the Secreto to examine the differences and act as judge. 
Im. makiilng such examinations or Imquesrts, the Secreto had 
tihe right to lsc.a!l1d the Capo Maestro to 4tr. peer examin
ation. 

Those who Wlished to dmprove the outwMd appearance 
of their houses by bu~k:Hng balconies 'alla rom:1na', by 
adding la room upstairs or CQllumns neM the firont doors, 
aiVso had to obtalin the Secreto's :Licence. H~s permisSlion was 
a[so necessary Ifor the makdng of shelters, defences or sup
porting wru11s called 'dol/ini', covered staircases and steps, 
induelling those [eadling to celiliars, pavements OT kerbs, and 
covered canarls to conduct water to priVrMe houses. 9 

Besides being concerned with }andho'ldiings and bUlhld
ing limprovement, the Secreto was al1:so expeoted to take 
charge of the provtilstiol1Jing of barleyamd straw for the 
Magtistrail Stable. Wihen t!he month of May aT'I'l1ved, he had 
to ask the Signor Cavallarizzo to liinform him of the amount 
of barr'Jey and straw that was required. Hav-ing obtaJmed 
this information the Secreto had to send two officiall:s to 
caUeot as much straw and baJIiley as was reqwilred, and these 
offidial1s had to take deo~S'ions an pUlb~ic Iin front of testimo
nies. The Secreto was expected to es:tabl>~sh the required 
quantllity and to give a reason fortihe coNeotion. He tihen 
had to ensure that the barley would be consigned from 
the various terr.itories of H&s Emi!nence. The caflr'.Yli:ng of 
the straw and barley was usua[ly made by the farrnulli of the 
SecreZlila. However no mooner or bOCLt-owner coul1d tran
sport batr.liey from Gozo before :first having obta:ined the 
polizzino or permit!: from the Secreto addressed to the 
notary of the Secrezia in Gozo. It was tihe duty of tihis 
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notary to send baTley 'every now and then with trusted 
boatmen. Such boatmen were to be given a certilficate to 
show the quantity they had loaded on theiOC' boats. 'On their 
arri:vall. itn Ma:Ita, they had to present lit to the Gran Vdsconte 
or another person :who wa!s wem known by 1lhe Secreto. 

DurJng the eaOC'lier period of the HospitaWlers' adminis
tration ,and up to the ficr:'st two decades of the XVIIth century, 
the Secreto had anotiher interestill1g duty. At the time when 
whealt (grani) was to be reaped and other fruits cOllilected 
:firom tihe ,lands,the Secreto was expected to go with thLirty 
01'" fomy estimators whose duty !it was to examline t;he lands 
on the same day. Each estimator was gdven a par:tJicular 
pilot to examine and cailculate the posslilh1e productJion per 
saJ.mo and to tax them for the dritto reggi,o or the Grand 
Master's right to aIIlannuwl canOtne and for the massa.ro or 
farm-hand at ratione k;r.boris. The products examined !in
cluded barley, mixed barley (mischiato), wheat, peas, beans, 
cotton and other industrial fruits. The cOlIrrectJion of the tax 
[n kdnd, dn tumohl, used to be made by the Secreto on the 
feast of St. Peter and St. P,aUJL 

Thris tight was not to be exacted unless the taxable 
lands did produce enough industrial f.rons. When a scarcity 
haJPpened, the fanners were not ·erxpected to pay anythjng; 
but they could not leave thek 'l'ands unsown. They were 
expected to sow their fields for th!l'iee years, and on the 
fourth year tJhey were to leave the fieads faJIaow and were 
then to be taxed. MoreoiVer the patrons of such lands who 
set up a vdneya·rd or a garden had the privtiJ1ege of beting 
f,reed from the tax dill kind ruf they paJid a carNno per year. 

In 1<625-28, during the times of De PaUJle, the pa,trons 
of taxable land feilit aggravated by this annual estimation 
andtJhey besought the GrandMaster and his Chapter 
General to re-arrange the s1Jtuatlion. A Commission of 11-
lustnious Persons studied the probJem by hOilding discus
slions to see how th1S couLd be changed and reduced tinto 
money-tax which could be paid annually. A nottce or 
bando was i'Ssued, caJling the p(lltrons oif the liainds concerned 
to reveal at the office of the Secrezia thedir lands which 
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they knew to be suh1ect to this canOne under pruiltl of con
fiscatlion if they d~d nOlt tUTl11 up. 

'"Dhey wer:e expected to report the ql1aliity of then[' lands 
and state how much gmm they coUl1d produce and how 
much tax they used to pay every year or interptOlllarium. To 
ensure just1:fication, the Commissioners went to examine the 
lands together wllith experts to see wiilth their own eyes and 
then they presented their report. 

It was ag,reed that dJf farrmers or ,land patrons wanted 
to pay their tax m klind, the tax was to ibe valued in 
the d'olLow,ing way: the mixed barley was to be taxed at 3sc. 
for each tumolo, aIlld other fertBe 'land at 16oz. per sru1ma 
per salrrw,ria per year or interpollariUim, Wias known as 
ticherin whiIlst the ster.iJle land, whilOh was taxed at 8sc. 
per slailimaria per year or interplOllarium:, was known as 
gimen because of the £act that :it was not sown. 

To ensure the cO']lectJion of thiis tax a notice was to be 
issued to rul,l interested. It was to be fead in alJ the chrupels 
and churches of the Islands. Within eirght days they were 
to appear at the Office of the SecfeZJia, a!l1d si!l1ce many 
tUlI1l1ed up,iIt appea:red to the COmmlilSsioners that they 
could mise ill: (sbassarLa) from the 13th to the 14th of the 
month, and once agaJi!l1 to ~ive notlke to those iinterested as 
before so that wlithlm eight days they were to appear ;tf 
they found themselves ,aggravated. But on this occasion 
the madoflity reported that it was happy and that the tax 
was welJl made; only 14 persons out of about 500 wished to 
maintam tlhe old system and so Vhenlf plots were re-estimat
ed. As a resUllJt ,it seemed to the CommrrlSSJioners and those 
who had ,appeared to make a!l1other rebate (ribarcio) of 14tr. 
7gr. per 5 rulmo , and in this way they had Teached thiis ius, 
which had been cOIli1ected d!I1 ,kii!l1d, to the vailue O!f 264sc. 
per year.10 

In March the Secreto was expected to despatch 1IiICences 
for the manufacture of s,alt along the shores of Mrulta. It 
seems, however, that this depended Otn the condfutions of 
lease that were made for the gabe~1a rega:rdd!l1g the SaUine. l1 

Another ':iJnteresting aspect of the Secreto's office was 

1r31 



CHARLES GALEA SCANNURA 

the public auctionliirrg of !leases for the mag;ilstral property. 
'Dms had to be done a year before the end of the previous 
lease o;r ;rent. The Secreto was expected to i'ssue a oircular 
for each pa,rish priest of the country fifteen days before the 
occaslion so that the fist olf property to be leased would be 
made publk. Another circuLarr to which used to be at
tached further 1nfocmation used to be affixed to the walls 
of each vILlage. Doong the days of PIilnto such auctions, 
sometimes were held :in a house at Floniana. '2 

Vamious conditions were 'ladd when the magistrwl lands 
were leased.13 Partiicular 'attention was given to condtitions 
regarddJng the Boschetto pomons where vine trees and citrus 
trees were found jn ~bund$1ce.14 One palfticUllar and dif
ferent ~ease was, however, that regard[ng concessdons for 
tunny nshJiIllg. It seems that conddrtlions made rin 1564 served 
as a bas,ls for those mlade !later as those of 22nd April 
1758.15 

Now in order to help hlj.m ensure his wJM. the Secreta 
had the authority of imprisoning anybody who contravened 
hlils orders or jUiIi~sdliction,either ID Mcilllta or iltl Gozo, and 
he had the power of arresting debtors. 16 The magistral ga
be~lotti amd 'their pledges ras welll as the va!l1ilQus officila'ls 
emplJOyed rim the Secrezia laJISO :received speoiail protection. 
Together wilth the faJffi'U'~i ,they were protected by the Court 
of the Office of the Magistral SecreZJi'a rin aiMiIlcases. MOIie
over1Jhose who 'became debtors to :tJhe magistrall gabeIllotti 
and to other creditors regarding the finow,ze regie as the 
Dititto di Dogana land the Diritto di Scisa" could be owlled 
to explain tlhelrr behaVliour. 

To the drudgery of the office ill the Secreto, honours 
were added in the sense that the Secreto was given his 
dues by ibeing grCllllted places of honour !in such actJiv.irllies 
as meetings of the PopUllarr Couno~l>s, ;the Pirocess.io.n of 
Corpus Christi, the annua1 viSliJt to the iHospirbal of Notabi:le, 
and 1lhe sQl~emn entry of a Gr.and Master el'ect or B'ishop 
elect :into the oity of Notabille.17 

'Dhe meetings of the ConsigluD Popoolare were held once 
in the Palace of the JU'rats at NotabHe and .once iin the Mu-

132 



THE DUTIES OF THE SECRETO 

nicipail House of the Jurats ,of VaHetta, once the Latter had 
been built. The Secreto :was expected to attend and to sit 
in the fiI1st place to 'the J:eft side of the tab~e where the 
Seneschal would sit. 

Onoe the relation of the counseils of the notary was 
read, the Secreto was expeoted to vote by oasting the vote 
in which there would be iiIDscniJbed the name of the person 
to be elected, linto the jug (boccale) on hits side, at the same 
t<ime as the Oapita-no deHa Verga of Notaibile, who would be 
sitting to thefli:ght side of the tabjle. 

Every year lin June the two Magistrates of NotabHe 
and Vai11etta, used to meet ,in the MUDJi'oipail House of the 
Jurats of VaLletta to discuss the Mete delle Vettovaglie. The 
Secreto had to be :informed to 'attend these meetings to dis
cuss the Viictuals. Having established the mClltter lin the 
moming, he was expected to gilVe a relation to the Se
neschail in the afternoon,afIl!d to take note of the Mete to 
the Grand Master. Duni:ng the di:scussrion wIiIth the M<lIglis
trates, he also he,~d la place of honour: he sat in the midd!le 
at the head of the table :in the Jurarts' HOOl whiile the 
Jurats of Not<llbhle sat on the right and those of Valletta 
Q!l the left. 

The Procession of Corpus Christi wa-s <lIlways a 
pageant. Var,ious notaibles of t!he Island were expected to 
pa-rti>Cii!pate, and they seemed to have guarded theilr ntght of 
precedence Wlith some jea:lousy. The Secreto had to part
icipate ,in the procession tlhat was held in Notabtle. He 
had to ,accompany the cond:ucenti or celebrants holdiil1g a 
torch unt4!l tihey a'rrived at the door of the Church. FJ:"om 
then Q!lwards he had the l1ight of holding the f,ront left 
staff of the canopy wh'ile the Oapitamo della Verga held 
the right one. 

That the person of the SecTeto was helld run hrugh esteem 
may be seen by ,the honorary position that he was granted 
on ,the occasion of the v;~Sl1t of the Magiistmte of Notabble 
to the Hospital of Santo Spirito, and the offioral entry of 
the Bishop of lMaillta !mto the old atty. The Magtstrate 
of NotablHe w:as expected to ws>it the Hospital on HoLy 
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Saturday Oillce every year. For such occasion the Governor 
of the City ait1d the Secreto had to be invited.18 The Secreto 
had to be treated with the same forma'Eity as the Governor, 
however, whJille the Governor sat Oit1 the rdlght, the Secreto 
sat on the left of the table that was brought for the oc
casion. When the Bishop made Ms so[emn entry mto 
Notaihille, the Secreto was also expected to accompany him 
by wa'1l{!ing Oill his left whiiQe the Governor stood on the 
right and the jurats marched in front. The procession 
tradiitionaily started from the Domi11lican iPr:iory of Rabat 
where the Bishop elect used to welcome the disNngUJi'shed 
personages.19 

If the Secreto happened to go on board a ga:~ley he had 
the honour of being saluted by three gun s\3.!1utes. This 
salllUte used to be repeated also when the Secreta was 
d~sembarkiing.20 Whenever he was on his way to Gozo, he 
received a nrunegun sa.:1Uite, five of which wetre 001n pall a, 
iimm the ~olWer of Comiit1o, where the fLag ih!ald to be 
hoisted as soon as the Secreto's boart: was perceived. The 
slame thing had to be done when he was retUI111o.ng to 
MaQta, and the same formaliity of sa!1ute had to take pLace 
as soon as he approached the Tower of Mgarr. 

When the Secreto arrived Jtn Gozo he was expected to 
pay a VIi/sit to the Governor in the Castle and he had to 
inform hitm beforehand of Ms v.ilsit by sending a messenger. 
A!rrtiving at the Castle, the bridge had to be lowered and 
the guards had to present arms and sallute him. Every time 
he passed lin front of them, they had to salute hiim by 
presenting arms - presentandosi con le armi in ispalle. The 
Governor was expected to repay him hlilS V1isit Jit1 the SBme 
macrmer, anditf the Governor happened to proV'ide him with 
a dinner the Secreto was expected to do the same! As long 
as he rema:med Itn Gozo, moreover, the Sargente dai 021stello 
was expected to visit the Secreto every eveninJg to tell him 
the password 'assia il Santa' that was lis sued by the GOiVer
nor for the guards. 

Whi'le he was staying !in Gazo the Seol'eto could ex
tract anything for hiis persona'! use without requhtiil1g !Li-
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cence. He could go hunting for such game as hares and 
partT'irlges ID the >isl'and of Comino whiCh was also a ma
gistrall. reserve. 

In Mallta the Secreto was expected to move iabout the 
IsJand to inspect pub~ic spaces land magitstr.all fiefs. For th~s 
purpose he had a cab or calesse of the Cavallerizza, of the 
Grand Master completely at his dtisposa.!l. This oab was to 
be ooiJIy at hIs service according to his own Wli:shes. 

But perhaps the job whi'ch ,entalilled much flattery was 
connected with the solemn entry of the Grand Master mto 
the city of Notabile. A day before such occas:ion the 
Secreto was to inV'ilte the Governor, and the Jurats of 
Notabi[e for a dinner on a ,tabJe proVlided for the occasion 
by :the CavaUerizzo MaggiJore of the Grand Master. He was 
allso expected to invite for another dilflner, the Judges 
Capitanale, Fiscale, and Tesoriero, and those gen1:!Iemen who 
could turn up Wlith a horse to meet the Grand Master in 
the morndng. Thii1s dilTh11er used to be held :in the Pal1ace and 
for thi:s purpose the Grand Master used to proVlide a table 
thaJt would accomodate every guest. 

On the day the solemn entry wa:s to take place, the 
Secreto could accompany the Gmnd Master witJh his own 
mb from VaJIletta li:nstead of coming on horseback. And 
when the procession that used to 'leave the Cathedrall to 
welcome the Grand Master used to arr1ve at the Gate of 
the Cdty, the Secreto was expected to appear dressed in 
black to hold the front left staff of the baldaochitno. 

When the Grand Master reached the PaJace he used 
to be provilded Wlith a presettlt by the Magistrate. The pre
sent was then handed to the Secreto to dUiVide it among 
deserVlirng citizens. The Secreto used to give 10 zecchini as 
gnatudlty to the :men who would have earned the present 
and thtis used to be distributed among them by the 
Treasurer under the Supervislionof the Governor."' 

The present consisted of a dozen basins of black 
sweets, four calves, six rams, twe1ve piglets, twelve bIg 
cocks, two dozen chickens, a dozen ducks, forty-eight pli
geons, and a dozen hens. 

135 



CHARLES GALEA SCANNURA 

Having i<eceived the present, the Secreto was expected 
to drstmbute ~t thus: two basins of sweets for the Pages 
of the Grand Master; ten basins of sweets and a caaf were 
presented to the Cathedral Chapter; a ca!lf, four pigtlets and 
four ducks were given to the Jurats; four bug cocks, two 
ch~akens, two ducks and a piglet were sent to the Govem-
or.22 

The chapIains of the Grotto of Rabat received a calf; 
the Monastery Ifeceived six cocks, four chickens and a ram. 
The DOInJinican Priory and the Fr:anciscan Fdary as well as 
the Friars Minor (P.P. SoeeoZanti) recelived cme ram each, 
whHe the Augustine Fathers were gilven a ram and six 
ducks. The Carme~ite Fmary also received a ram. The 
Treasurer of the Univers1ta of Notab~l:e received a cock and 
a chicken, as did the Chancelilor of the Magtrstrate. The 
youth who recited the oramo!l during the ceremony received 
a caM, while the Master of Ceremonies was awarded two 
chidkens and a pigllert: for his pali:ns. The reSl~ of the present, 
that is, two capons, twelve hens, twenty four cockerels and 
forty e.ight pigeons were sent to the Procurator of the 
Hospiiltal of Santo Spirlclto to provJde some good dishes for 
the sick. 23 

The Secreto could wela dust hrs robe and go to take 
a rest after fultfi'lwLng :h!ilS commissioos tin the services of 
hlis master and employer, the all;powerfull Grand Master 
of the K.n1ghts Hosp1tall11ers and ~l1mce of the Mailtese 
IS'lands. 

APPENDIX I 
LETTERS OF APPOINTMENT 

(1) Appointment of a Secreto 
[A.S.C.J., Reg.Act.'Orirg., VoU, ff.I-Iv.] 

F.RATER EMMANUELE PINTO dei groola Sacra Domus 
HospitalLi!s Sanoti Joannli Hi:erosolimitam,j; MHitarli Ordinis 
Sanctli Sepukhni Dominici Magister humilliis pauperumque 
Jesu Chr.i:sti Custos Nobitli Com1ti: JOANNI FRANCISCO 
PRETIOSJ: fide]iJ va:ssa:~lo nostro nobis diiJlJecto sa:1utem in 
Domino et prospero ad vota successus VliJrtutem tuorum me-
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rita, alique precLara twenta, qUli/bus personam tuam orna
tarn novdiIiimus, promerentur, et nos hortal!1!tur, ut ea tihi 
coni.milttumus, que sub tua cura, ut confideumus, susceptura 
sunt .i.ncrementum cum rug.iltur proviso officium SECRETIAE 
insu1arum nostrorum MeilJiJte e GaJudiisii ad UlOS spectare 
diJgnoscatur. Hinc est quod confidentes de tua ,fide, et suf
ficientliia, senie presentium de nostra certa sdentja, et spe
ciali gratia dictum offioium Secret~e Oi'Vlitatils et InsuJ:arum 
nostrorum Me1ite, et Gauclrisii Ubi nobilllil cOmlilf:li JOaTIl11Ji Fran
cisco Pret:iosi ad nostrum benepLaaitum concedill11us, com
mliJtttimus, et fiduoiaillirter commendamus, cum sailia:r1i.o sol~to, 
et consueto, et cum prerogaiJionis preeminen1JiJis, auctorLtate, 
et fiacuilitate ad ipsus offioium spectan1l~bus, et pertinentiibus, 
beil1efiaiendo din eodem, teque Secretum dicturum Insularum 
noSltJrarum Melite e GaudilsliJi cons1.liltuimus et ordinamus. 
ProVliso tamen, quod pr-ius duramentum consuetum de be
nefideHterque te gerendo in manJiJbus el1us, ad quiem legitime 
spectaJr prester. Precipientes, et mandantes omnd!bus et qui
buscumque offidialiiibrus,et hOmlhlliJbus dictalfum InsUllarum 
MeiI!iJte, et GaudliJS:iJi tinvlim fideliitati!s, et homagrui, quOl nobis, 
et Religioni nostre sunt ustJ.1icti, ut et pro Secreto, ut pre
miibtitur, habentes in possessionem diotic DffioiJi Secreti.e drn
ducant et an ductum conservent, ac de fructiibus, et emolu
mentes, sique sUlllt, honOlI1i.ibusque dictum officiumconcer
nent~bus respondeant, respondel1~que faci:ant. Ta:1~ter ergo 
in premissis to exhi!bere curabis 'quatel1llus lirn pl1iiffiiis Deo sit 
saibisfactum, et opinli'O, quam de to concepill11us nos mirni'rne 
saI1at. In cujus rei testimondmn Bu:l~a nostm Ma§istraLis in 
cera nilgra presentibus et ill11pressa. 

Dat. Me1Jite lin Conventu nostro die xviii mens,is JanuariJi 
1740 Ab.Inc. juxta st)1l1um nostre cancelll'a,nie, Secundum 
vero cursum ordJinarium 1741. 

Registro. in Cancell. = 
Fra Rochus de Tavara, Vice Cancell. 
= Locus ,+ sli§illi. 

(2) Note of Appointment of a Judge 
[A.S.C.J., Reg.Act. Ontg., Vol.II, f.159v.] 

Comparavlirt paenes acta hUlius Off. Mag. Secre1liae Illus. 
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D.D. Cru~etanus BirunchiI Me1ttensis PatI1iltius anconitanus, et 
comes de VeteI1ana Secretus Suae eel.lis Ser.ma Pri!l1aipis 
Nos.i dilgI1lisslimi, et MagLstm1is Secremae harud Insu~arum 
Melite et GaulliL Procurator General,is et pniIs. elegit, et .no
miln8.tvilf: lin Judicem hULUS Off. Mag. Seoretirae, Perliffil.rem. 
V.E.I.D. CAIETANUS B'ONAVITA pr.aerogatt!iV1is, praehe-

milnentis, antelamonriJbus, honodbus quoque, et ononiibus qui
buseius antecessor'is et memeJ"e pato. hactenus gravis! sunt 
Unde. S. 

xii .nov. 1775 

(3) Appointment of a Surveyor 

[A.S.C.J., Reg.Act.OIiiig., YoU, f.l61.] 
NOli Conte Gio F. PreZlilOsi Seoreto dli sua A.S. tfacoiamo 

noto it ch1unque che Mro. F!iJlippo Pace dli Casal Birkirkara 
e stato da noi eletto per Capo Maestro e PeI1ito della Ma
g straJl Seorezll:a dn questa Isola drl. Malta che per orddJnjamo 
dJ1 v()Jle~o ognli uno riconoscere, a sillitml(llfe per tale con ren
der~i lquellIJa U!bb~d~e.nza che si deve per l' esecuz:i:one del~ 

forctilnJ1 nostri concende.ndo aJi slimi1i Cap MaestI1i ed altni 
£amulrl. deilJl:a iMago Secrezia dn questo Dom:ilJJJio di Malta ob
liiga!D.dolo d'mtervenire prontamente ad ,00g11!V moo comando 
in caso d'occurremza. In fede di che albbiamo spediIto la 
pnta. 'Sotto scniltta d~ moo proprio pugno e sugeHata col su
ge1Jl0 dle!1l!a Mag. Secre2lm. 

Data m Oittit VruUetta di quest'Isola di Malta lli 15 
Miruggio 1750. 

P,retiosi. Locus + srlgliilJJi. 

R.to Not. Fran. Alfano, Off.Mag.SecretJiae, Magr. Not. 

(4) ,Appointment of a Head Carpenter 
[AS.C.J., iReg.Act.Or'ig., VoU, f.9.] 

Noi Conte Don GilO. Francesco Pre1Jios,i Secreto di S.A.S. 
£acoiJamo note it cihiunque che Mro. GiIuseppe Galea del'la 
Viaill~etta e stato da noi eLetto per Capo Maestro Faleg.name 
deHru Mag. SecreZlia per quest' Isola, che pero ordtniamo di 

1~8 



THE DUTIES OF THE SECRETO 

voileI1lo ogn'uno!1iconoscere e stimare per talle con rendergN 
qUell,La U1bbidilenza, !oheSli derve per l' esecu2Jione delg' Otrdini 
nostri concedendoal medesdlffio turbte qUeI] esenz:ioTlii, e pre
rogartdve, che siln oggli. hanno goduto sdmJil1d capi maestrri e 
ailtni f'anmLi del1a MagJstrail !Secrezia in questo domindo. In 
fede di ohe abbiamo spedilto [a pnte. sottoscI"iItta dd nostro 
prop!1io pugno e suggel:lata col suge~10 deIaIa nostra Magi
stml SecreZlia. 

Dat. MeliJte dn hac Civ. Valletta. hac die Prima Feb. 1741. 
n Conte PretioSii Secreto dd: S.A.S. 

Locus + si:gi:lil'i. 
R. Not. F. Alfano, Mag. Secre2J'a Mro. Not. 

(5) Appointment of a Famulo 
[A.S.C.J., Reg.Act.Orilg., VoU, f.5.] 

Noil Conte Gio. Francesco Pretiosi Secreto di S.A.S. 
facdamo nol1:o a chi'Ul11que, che Giovannd Grech di Birkirrka
ra e stato da nod eletto per Famulo de1[,a Mag,istrail. Secrezia 
in quest'Iso!a dli Malta, che pero ordiniamo dli vo'lerlo 
ogn'uno rlconoscere e stimare per taile, con rendeI1gli quel
la ublYidienz'a, che sd deve per l'esecuzrone de gl'ordiini no
stri, concedendo :ail medesilmol tutte quel esenziond, e prero
gative, che Slin oggi halJmo goduto simhll1 Famuti obligando 
intervenlire ad ogni nostro comando !in ca:so d'occOtreTlza. In 
fede di ohe abbiamo spedlito Ja pnte. sottoscl1iJtta di l1lostro 
proprio pugno, e sugellata c(jl sugeJlla deJla nostra Ma
~istraJl SecreZi~a. 

Dat. Metilte in hac Civ. Vaililetta, hac die xxxi Jan. 1741. 
Il Conte Pre1:liooi Seoreto di S.A.S. 

Locus ,+ sigil1N. 
R. Not. Fran . .A\Lfano, O.M.S., Mag. Not. 

APPENDIX II 
GENERAL CONDITIONS OF LEASES 

[A.S.C.J., Reg.Act.Odg., VoU, ff.,62·1-633] 
Die xxiliJj, iFelb. :]768 
Per J:'affittli deIJli Beni Ma~istl1ali 
Patti Generalbi ed UniversaWi 
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1. Che ,in tutt~ JI~ beni magi'StraJli non possa seccudarsi 
il sem:nar!io, doe non possa da gabelllmm se
minars'i per due anni consecutivi ifromento pri'm~tivo 
detto volgarmente fromento forze, orzOl, mesch~art:o nel
la medesima porzlio.ne dij: ta~i beni. 

2. Che non possu seminarSli illn detti beni da gaibellottli erba 
di ccnere se non nel1e parti cru"Tide, ed mcoltivwbili 
ad a,litro, e con~tcenza espressa <1rul Slignor Secreto. 

3. Ohe .non possa seminarSli :in detti beni: da gabeHotti nel
l'ultrimo anno dell'affitto cumino, ne lente. 

4. Che saranno tenuti di mantenere Je terre, oni, 0 giar
diini neMo stesso StClltO tin cuti si trQveranno illn tempo, che 
1i sara stata concessa taLe gCllbe'lla, ne potranno senza 
previa mcenza del Sgr. Seoreto cambiru:- ,la co'ltura delle 
rispettive porzioni di terre, doe continuando a cOllti
vare m orti ~e porzio.n'i, che erano colti'Vwte orti, run giar
din~ 1i 'gilardini; e non dovranno p&mettere per co Ipa 
propria ,ill delizziQnamento de beni, a,ltri' sara [ecito al 
detto Sgr. Secreto non sO}CiJffiente obmgaf111i ~ f1isarci
mento dei dan.rn, mapotra eSpeil1ere sUlbito iLiI gabeHotti 
daJla galbella, IiIlI tutto senza fO[lffi~ita giudJi:z:taria. 

5. Che samnno tenuti ill conduttori eLi taU gabeHe pur an
che durante JiiJ quatltro anmJi <:Lt ,ga:belll.a. f<life Ilti: piocoilJi ri.
pari, val' a dire, tisarcereLi murli, e catene per l' a!ltezza 
di PCillmi cinque, dJmJzare le Ibrescie cadute, che no.n oltre 
passerannoin lunghezza una oanna, rlisarctilfe 'le terraz
ze con ribuccare ile crepatore, ad oggetto eLl: impedire 11 
spordenti dell'acque, ripulilre li canali:, e :ribucc<llfli come 
pure di fare III I1isarcimento de legnami, slia iln porte 
grande rustiche p& Ja <:Li: cui spesa non oltre repassara 
rispettiva:mento ~i tari' seL 

6. Che succedendo per qualsisia acoidente danno notabile 
nel[e terre, e bend. sudettisaf1anno te.nutlL dIi fume subito 
paJrteciJpe aJ Sgr. Secreta, e mancanOOI dii fwdo, dovran
no soggiacere incontmsta.ibiJlmente al f1isaraimento <1i 
quei danni maggiori, ohe mn segulilto .ne ddveranno ap
purtata drul detto Sgr. Secreto potrala vemta del fatto, 
senz'alcuna formrulita di giudizlio. 
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7. Che lI'estando deb1tori de~la galbe~la, 0 dr par:t:li dJji essa 
per un'anno, 0 pIiJU, non sOllamente il Sgr. Secreto potra 
agire per ilil pagamento contra bi Igabellotoi, e suom pleg
gi,ed obHgati ,in soLidum, ma gbt sraTa permesso ancora 
d'i~ngalberlJ'aII'1i a dannli e spese de galbeHotti debitonI e 
suod pleggJ., ed oblLtgati ti:n soL'idum, senza rultra forma1ita 
di giud4Zlio, ma con fame sempldce nota nerld'immargdne 
del qua,tterno di gabelila. 

8. Che saranno tenut! dt d~e un lidonea pleggenia coll'ob
eoLI'obligo sol,idalle benVitsta all: Sgr. Secreto quale si fara 
nelil'ristio di gabelilla e non dandostil sara 1ecito al detto 
Sgr. Secreto di nuova..tnente ti:ngarbeJ11arli ad a1bil1iJ a dan
m,e spese dei galbeIlotH, senm, che sti:a, tenuta d'dl!lter
peil.larli g'iluooia'bffiente e fare nessuno fo,rma[lita giud<i
ZJlaria. 

9. Che se neI decorso deL1a galbe]La 11: pileggio, ed obLigati 
iln solidum si scop,riranno non dldonei, saranno tenuti: ill 
galbelilottiJ asemp1ice T'ichdesta del Sgr. Secreto dare altrri 
pleggi idonei, ed la rlui ibenv.isti, e mancando di fado tra 
teme die ognliJ quilI1dici, da cootarsi dall. griorno che iil 
Sgr. Secreto richiedera nuova pl:eggelii'a, di cui Ifara nota 
in margine deJJI'wstro. di glabe1la, glir sara parimente Ie
oho d'oingabel1arLi ad ailtni senza nessuna formailiirta giu
diZJi!aria a spese danni, ed ;interessi dei, gaibeil.[otti. 

1O. Che jl!l caso di quarJunque notaibile guasto, 0 danno, che 
sopraverra !in det1:!r ibelli ,iIn tempo deLla gaibe,1I1a, come 
se per mancanza di piogg.ia, 0 che l'alllnata s'ara stata 
sterile, e non avra prodotto, 0 per ,abbondanza d:i piog
gia, granoine, tempesta, onnooda21ione, e qua:lsisia acci
dente mancassela sostanza degl'effetti agaibelllati', verra 
I'uso oi detta gabeUa ,in tutto, 0 tin parte :iJmpedlito i 
suoi prodotti, profitti notaJbj,Imente d1imnnuiJti, non sara 
al gabelotto accordato defia1co, se noo queUo sOilamente 
secondo ~a di:sposizione soliJta darsd da~lle leggi an casi di 
danllii: gravissimi, avuto riguardo a tutto il tempo derNa 
gabeHa. 

11. Che dUI1ante Ila gabeUa di queHi di dertti Bem che sri 
troverranno saranno mali compensatial gabe@lOtto qua
Junque danni, gua:sti, che sofdI'a a cagrionativi daJH'an:i:-
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maJI~ di oacoia, che si tliatengono in tahl niservati, 0' per 
causa di1 ,10'1"'0 conservatione. 

12. Ohe non sara permesso ai gabellotti durante l'affitto 
s¥e1l'e're ailcun a!lJbero, 0' s1a verde, 0' pure secco, che 
possa trovarsi nej, giardini, 0 tecritonili ma:gistralii da 10-

ro tenuti a gabe!lila, ma occorendo farcio, devOl!1o parte
a1p.wlo prima aJ Sgr. Secreto quaile nincosciuta la ne
cesSiita, faTa svellere ta]i albeci, e 1,a legna appartiene 
ad esso Sgr. Seoreto, e contravenendo ai taU patto neme 
f011ffie sopre espresse, ~:i gatbelilotti, saranno tenutil a pa
gare ,in pena quel tamto, ~n cui saranno condannati dal 
sempLice ordine del detto Sgr. Secreto senza akuna ap
pelll~ione. 

13. Che i1ii gabellotti a' cUli sal'alll!no wi:berate le gabeIae di 
qualsisia bene magistrate esistente rin quest'Isola di 
Mailta, saranno tenute pagarea:l Sgr. Secreto oltre la ga
bellia, H sOILiltil carnaggi da regolarSi~ a' un scudo per cen
to sopra Ja totale galbella da pagarsQ. ill gilOrno quindid 
Agosto d'ogni anno. 

14. Ohe H. gaibell!lOlttiJ a' cui saranno ~iber:ate ~e gabe11e di 
dett!i beni, non possan' ammettere aLt:ri compagnr, ne ri
nU!I1!orare, sUlhaffittare 0' ili1 totale, 0' parte di detti beni 
avuti a' gab ella , senza aver avuto prima H consenso ad 
espress'a ~icenza dad. Sgr. Secreto, senza cLiche sara 
dlUlUa ,la compagrua, rinunda, 0 subaffitto fatto e saTa 
1ecilto al detto Sgr. Secreto di spogliiJare 11 sUlbaffittavolo 
dal SUlbaffittO avuto, anche doppo faltto H contratto di 
esso. 

15. Che :ill gabeNel1to a' cui saranllO 'biJbooati: lIe gabelle cLi 
detm belli s.aranno tenutiJ pagarre Il'annua pensione con
venum per :Dale concessahl rgabeliJa il11 tre paghe ugualli, la 
prrima n:eil. di qUJilndiici Agosto, ilia secOl!1da a' Nata~e, e 
lia terza a' Rasqua d'ogni: anno. 

16. E finalmente che detti bem si gabel!.l:ano presentamente e 
sempre sotto tutU 111 altm patti, con CUiL S0l!10 srtati soMti 
gabeUars~, benche ora non nOminimno, ma s'intendano 
nominati perche sOlno piu che notor'i. 

17. S:ara lea1toal medes.imo SgIT. Seoreto durante la ga;bel1a, 
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miglJiorare lil tercitorio, terre, e giardini: dm tutto, 0 in 
parte, coo doversl: poi farr regoilare da commtmi periti 
da parte ammtgJiorata in rrJguardo al rnaggioT fruttato, 
che sara per rendere, ed il, gab€ll~otto saJra tenuto pagare 
ne]l'annL consecutJivli dopo fa'tto tal mtglioramento quel 
tanto di piu averanno giudicato deW. peTiti.. 

SOURCE REFERENCES 

1. D. Miege, Histoire de Ma~ta, Tome n, p.353; NLM,Libr. 388, p.14 
para.3 notes this fo'rmaUty land adds "eleto dal S.E. 11 Secreto, 
ottera dal Cameriere Maggiore di S.A. un polizzirro diretto al 
Secretario dell:a Cance11eria, jJ quale in vigor di detto li sped-ira 
le so11te Bolle, ossia· diploma essendo incomiruciato tal uso dai 
18 Genruaiio 1741...". It shoullld be added thait letters of appint
ment wer.e ,sent to the Secreto since the days of L'Isle Adam, 
however. The leg.aiJ. terms of reference of the Secrezta: were 
embodied in the !Ja;ws of the ISIllands, see DeL Diritto MuniciplL~e 
di MaLta (M~lta 1784) Cap.XVII-XVITI. 

2. The ,income. of the Grand Master 'came to him as Head of the 
Order and Prince of the Islands; ~t was dJrected by the Office of 
the RicettaJ Magistl1ale. The Receiver, the president of this od'
fice, presented information to the Grand Master of his admini:s
tmtion for every .semester. In consequence of the Cession! of 
the IsLands, the emoluments OIl' the fiefs and !Leases which in the 
past belonged to ,the 'Regia Secretia/, arnd 'of ·those whiich the 
Gr,aJnd MaJster acqmred by means '<Xi ,sale or confiscati'On. The 
fiefs and benefices became to be known alS "Della, Secrezia,". With 
the incoone of the Secrezia was included the right of Scisa (taac) 
which was paid 'in {)ccazione della translazione dei bend. staibili'. 
The collection lof the rights 'of the Dogana which formed a 
prtincip;ail !alrucle in ·the lincome of the Grand Master we,re chan
nelil!ed into the Ri!cettJa, MagistraJne. An example of· this is the 
Scisa on wine which had b.een :irrnposed by Ferdinand of Aragon 
in 1507 in favour af the UlIl!iversita of NotalbilLe. In 1595 it was 
itransferredto the Grand Mlaister 'ooI]l.'obligo dell1 G.M. di p'Cllgare 
\L'UllLita run compenso .stabilliito di 625,-;c'. TREAS. B. 289 Gionta, 
p.l, notes that from t~nre immemorial ·the Kii1Igs, and when the 
Islands were handed over to the Knights, the Grand Mamers, 
h<td the roya:l right CJa<lied 'canont' on certaill larnds annotated in 
a quinterno known taS JuLian:a, which lUS.ed 00' be preserved by 
the Secrezia. 
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3. A.O.M. 6405, Div. Scrittutct D, f.43. 
4. Copi'es of patente 'are found in Reg. Act. Orig. Vols. I &. II 

(A.S.C.J.) examples of which are given: in APPENDIX 1. 
5. A.S.C.J., Reg. Act. Onig. VQl. I (1740-70), f.8, notes the appoint

ment of Rev. Carlo Ha,gi'us of Curmi ials chapl'adn of Ceppuna 
ChurchOU1l 25 Feb. 1741. He had ,to celebrate Mass, and fulfil 
liturgical functioosand 'others requested by the office ru the 
SecreZlia. 
A.O.M. 6535, f.66 notes that the ch'ctplarl.n of CeppuIlial iUlSed to 
get 73sc. per year for Mas£:es wh:iiIe that of Boschetto us.ed to 
get 122sc. 10tr. 8gr. from the Trelasury. 

6. NLM. Libr. 388, p.19!., under 'Autorita: de[ Secreto'. 
7. Ibid., p.21, ilJa,st p&ragraph states thaIt this wafJ malde 'in vigor di 

sovran decl'eto erllllanaito li 8 MaJggi:o 1723, regdstraw, neH'Officio 
della Ma:g1stra,l Secrezila: ,del Gozo: come apparisce aoohe dal for
mula di simiLi paten,ti'. 

8. A.S.C.J., Reg.Act.Orig., Vol.II presents various appa-intments 
issued by Secreto Muscat SceberraJS and his successor Secreto 
Stam.isla'Oi :x)arra Cassia,. 

9. NLM, Libr. 388, p.10 note£: 'se pero iJi blaUcone sara con saJgl:iature, 
si deve mre ,supplica a, S.A. che vien l'imessa ad Secreto, apparte
nendoa lui'conoscere ogrui incidente che nigU!aerdi 10 sp'aZiio pub
blico'. And 1n the section 'OfficiO del Secreta- nelle, Isole di Mal
ta e Gozo', last para.graph adds 'E' offizio del!. Secreto reiliatare 
[,e mtppIiche di c010ro che vogtiono fillere in istra.aal canale coperti 
per condurIle le ,aJcque drul:a fontana, che wen in citta, per i 
propri lJ.!or beni: nea 'Che non da-vra aJItro riconoseere se non l>ap
pa.rtamente alIo spaJzio pubblico, che non resti pregiudiooto, co
me lanche i vicini, niente ingenerendolsi del gius deillla fontana, 
essendo altro ispez~on'. 

10. TREAS. B 289, Gionta', pp.l-4. It seems tha/t the Secrezia in
tellllded to levy this tax on eccle&ilalstical lands as well - Bis
hop's., Convent's, Abbatial Houses' ,and imidividual religious per
sons' - but the perwns concerned neither reveaQ'ed their pro
perty output nor did they consent to accept the imnova·ti·on. The 
Bishop was ready to eX'collllmunicate a,nybody who dared infringe 
eccles~stic:al rights .and other ecclesiastics polinted out that the 

licence of he Pope wa,s required for the co-ILection of myalJi tithes 
froan the property: 'excoUJJlIlPJmicamus 0illl'l1eS cos, qui in terris 
&uis nova pedagia seri ga.beililas feciunt ... nel CIap.27.26L ... per 
brU'lIla ,di P.Pio V ilia 2a .. jlUX.ta 005: qui coUectlais decimas ... et 
alia onel1aJ clecicis p.ersonis - eorum bonis - ... '. With the 
samle Gionta there 'are attached pages of a QUinterno det canone 
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dovute ,ana MagistraL Secreria daL anno 1625-26 et 1627-28. The 
total given is 258sc. 7tr. 2gr_ lasd the word pago is written four 
times along the right h3.lIlid margJn. 

11. A.S.C.J., Reg.Act.Orig., VoU, f.514. Fishing 1n the Salina area 
was iaJ reserved right of the Secr:oto. 

12. NML, Libr. 388, p.10 sqq. 
13. See Appendix II: General Conditions of Lea~'es. 
14. A.S.C.J., Reg.Act.Ori'g., VoU, f.513, & VoUI, f.209-210. 
1'5. A.O.M., 562, ff.166-167v. 
16. Nl1M, Libr. p.19 paragraph 8. 
17. Ibid., p. 14 'll!I1der "Onori e funzioni deL Secreto di Matta'. The 

stalbement '... dal diciotto Gen:ruatio 1741, essendo staM noo, per 
somma ibonta di S.A. ele1;ti: persecreto dell'Emm.Emananu.el Pin
to ,feGicemente regnante', indicart:es that this MSS is la· transcription 
of a monograph of the Secreto Count G.F. Preziosi. 

18. NLM, Lbir. 388, p.15a:; P. ea,~sar, MedicaL Hisory of MaLta (Lon
.don 1964), p. 30. 

19. NLM, Libr. 388, p.15 sq. mentions the entry of Mgr. ALf,eran dur· 
ing the reign of G.M. Vi~ena, when Counrt G. PreziOisa wa,s Secreto; 
A.S.C.J.,Reg.Act.Orig. Vol.Il, f.14 providies a: declara,tion made 
by Pietro Paolo Pace Testaferrata on the' 16 De'cember 1770, 
thiart 'concerns thel soliemnentry of Mgr. Bartoiomeo, Run (1757-
1769) which occurred in June 1758. It Balys ;thaij the jurats led 
by the Governor <lil.1i the right and the Secreto on the left went 
on horseback to meet the Bishop ,elect aJt the Dominican priory. 
The Bishop received them at the door a:ndthen sart on a throne 
for the reception during whkh two jll1rats and the Governor 
rut on his 'left. Afterwards they moved to the Barraccai in the 
rOiLlo,wing order 0!1 precedence: the gralnd ,cavalcade of the! Bis
hop's coUlrt headed the procession foUowed by gentlemen, after 
v.'hom w.rulkedthe ,four jUl1ats followed by the Bishop with the 
Governor on his right and the Secreto on his left; See aLso: 
P.Glalea,O.P., "The New Bishop of Malta with the DomJi.lnicans 
at Ra:bart: on the eve 'Of their solemn entry into the Cathedral," 
Scientia, X, 3,pp.125-144 which lallso notes that the first 
bishop kno,wn to have done this, according to the JuLiana, 
Vol.V,2,n.611, kept art: .the DoIl1Jiindaan Priory of Rabat, was Mgr. 
Bau.aguer OamaOC'assa. GalJea adds linformartion <llboUit the entry of 
Mgr. Rull which occurred on 27 June 1758 iand of Mgr. PeUe
ra:no in November 1770; NLM,Libr. 5,p.484 notes the antiquity of 
the Icusll()lffi' while on p.238 it refers to the ~oQ:emn enJtry of 
Bishop Alpheran. On p.486 it g,ives some part~cuJ:ar information 
regarding the entry of Mgr. Fra Glaspare Gol'i Mancdm; which 
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ocourred on 13 September 1722: tt sa,yS that the Capitiano 
della Verga was invited to' a'C0ompany the Bishop from the DD
minioaalJ Priory to the Barvacca on horsebalclk aIIld then under 
oanopy to the Calthedral. The Secreto showed new prretension:-o 
for he wanted to go on horseback with ithe Capimno de1la Verga 
althlOill'gh this was ialgJalinSit rustom. The Grand Master ordered 
thJat if his Secreto wished to go to accomp,aalJY the bishop, "non 
poten~ ne deve'SlSe in conto al0lUliol preoederli, ne prender la 
ITI'ano a' verreno de 00. giurati CIOn 'che qu:este" whiile on, p.491, 
plall.'ial.ll lit says that the Secreta stayed with the Bishop even at 

the Barrracca where they had to wadt for the Cathedrail Chapter 
to arrive. See :Ilurther: P.D.M. CaIIl'lls, "Traidizione Ospitalita 
Dominicarul! :ail novello VesCOVQl di Mwlta." ARCH.MEL., Vol.IIL 
p.3-11, land E.B. Vella, "Solemn Entry of Mgr. RuU. Grand 

Master Ptinto present at the Cathedral", Scientia, X,4, pp. 180-184. 
pp_18o-184. 

20. NLM, wbr. 388, p.15 notes that Secreto COl11lt G.F. Preziosi re
ceived this honour from Genel'all Ball iDenin, in Mga,rr, Gozo, when 
he was on the Galem Capitana in Alugu~t 1748. The same hap
pened when he was on the ship S. Nicola in St. PaJUl's Bay in June 
1750 and when he was on the same ship later in Aurgust of that 
year in Mgarr, Gozo. 

21. Ibid., p.16 notes the friV'oIlity of GJM. Pno who ordered the 
Secreto to distribilllt:e 20 zecchini in~tead O/f, 10. 

22. IbUL, the present for the Cathedral Chapter had to be sent to 
the horuse of the Dean, 'come dignita Magistrale' p,er dividue con 
i coileghi'. At the solemn entry of Pinto an ethical ermr was 
committed: it was ,sent to the Oanoll1J Precentor. The Jurats' Slhaire 
was fnrwarded to the First Jurat who then divided it aJIDong 
his cohlieagu'eS. 

23. Ibid., f.16a; P. Cassar, op.dt., p. 30. 
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