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70TH [IFLA GENERAL CONFERENCE,
BUENOS AIRES, 22-27 August 2004

Dr Lillian Sciberras b
Head, Division of Library & Information Studies,
Centre for Communication Technology

This first International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA) conference
in South America focused on developmental
aspects which are vital to large parts of an
increasingly globalised world. The central theme
was “Libraries: tools for education and
development”. IFLA consists of eight divisions
which correspond to professional activity in
general research, in special, and in public
libraries. Each of the divisions was represented
by papers embodying the activities of
bibliographic control; collections and services;
management and technology; education and
research; and regional activities.

It is normal in IFLA conferences for the
organisation’s core activities to also be
represented. These consist of important and
highly pertinent foci such as: ‘Advancement of
Librarianship’, ‘Copyright and other Legal
Matters’, ‘Free Access to Information and
Freedom of Expression’, and ‘Preservation and
Conservation’. Plenary sessions, poster sessions,
and a wide-ranging exhibition of products and
services were also provided as part of the
general conference programme.

Among the numerous sessions attended there
was much food for thought, inter alia, in the
exposition by Lynne Brindley (Chief Executive,
British Library) on ‘The British Library and e-
Learning’ when she pointed out that it is the

coming together of original sources plus
facilities for learning that create the e-learning
environment. Emphasis was placed on the
necessity for having interpretation and guidance
elements alongside the digitised resources. In
the session on National Libraries, the teaching
element of these rich national resources was
highlighted by the possibilities opened up by
digital technologies in combination with the
Web.

Regarding the evolving and complex scenario of
attempts at documenting the myriad electronic
documents born daily, Lynne C. Howarth (LIS
Dept., University of Toronto) explained that
because of the prevailing volatile and dynamic
environment no permanent guidelines are
possible at this point, but that metadata records
and bibliographic records should be perceived
as a continuum and not as a dichotomy. A
framework, independent of any existing schema,
incorporating a set of ten elements, was possible,
however, as a common core of data points. This
can be further developed as a framework to be
the basis for a common set in all metadata
standards (possibly as a minimum standard).
Much discussion followed this paper and
numerous other suggestions were put forward
in the numerous sessions of what was a highly
rewarding opportunity for professional and
academic improvement.

LIBRARIES’ DEVASTATION IN SOUTH EAST ASIA

On Sunday 26 December 2004, the tsunami tidal
waves which swept across the Indian Ocean, spawned
by a major earthquake, caused loss of life and havoc
in Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand, Sumatra, Jakarta and
India and so many islands.

Remember the daily news reportage? Now there
seems to be a lull in news from this part of the world.
Yet people are still reconstructing their lives with
whatever assistance is at hand. In Sri Lanka alone 52
public libraries, around 177 school libraries and 68
libraries attached to religious institutions were
damaged.

Last January, Kay Raseroka, IFLA'S President stated:
"IFLA will be reminding international organisations of
the importance of rapidly re-establishing library
services in order build community confidence and
provide the necessary information to assist
reconstruction, health services and education.”

For more information check:

http: //www.ifla.org/V /presstsunami04.htm

http:www cilip.org.ukprofessionalguidance /
internationalwork/premila.htm
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SALZBURG SEMINAR - SESSION 422

“LIBRARIES IN THE 215T CENTURY”

SCHLOSS LEOPOLDSKRON, SALZBURG
23-30 October 2004

The Salzburg Seminar is a prestigious
organization that regularly convenes sessions on
varied topics relevant to professionals and
academics from around the world for a week of
intensive study and discussion.

This particular session grouped 54 fellows from
29 countries. The faculty was represented by
seven outstanding professionals from four
different countries. Fellows were also engaged
daily in concurrent working sessions discussing
four main areas of concern: A. Librarianship in
the 21st century; B. Libraries and their
communities; C. Reaching new users and
understanding users’ needs; D. Generating
income and support — making your case. The
undersigned participated in all working sessions
of Group B, and was responsible for co-writing
the script of a dramatized presentation
conveying the group’s flndmgs to the plenary
session.

William Simpson, Director of the John Rylands
Library, University of Manchester, introduced
the topic of “The management of change”, and
spoke about the current scenario of ‘more users,
more choice, less money’. At Manchester,
resource sharing and developments such as the
‘open archives initiative” are quickly becoming a
way of life. His experience has been one of
‘selling’ the library and effectively marketing it
to the rest of the university.

Dr Lillian Sciberras

Chris Rusbridge, Director of Library Services at
the University of Glasgow, utilised innovative
software that represents mind-mapping with
which the speaker interacts during his
presentation. His topic was “ICT and its
implications for libraries in the 21st century”.

Rusbridge went through a mind tour of all the
different areas (such as digital expectations,
collections, copyright, preservation, services,
etc.) in which libraries are being affected by ICT
and potential implications during this century.

Sohair Wastawy, Chief Librarian of the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Alexandria, Egypt,
spoke of “The flow and delivery of information
across cultures”, a subject which appeared
deceptively simple before her talk. Other
speakers were Paul LeClerc, Director of the New
York Public Library, who spoke of “The role of
the librarian in the 21st century”, and also about
his fund-raising role in his own context; Ingrid
Bussman, director of the Stuttgart Public
Library, who gave a detailed overview of the
new library being built there for a 21st century
community; Kay Raseroka, President of IFLA
who highlighted advocacy and partnerships as
an essential ingredient for sustainable libraries
in the 21st century; and Martin Gomez who
explained community-based library services,
basing his presentation on his vast experience in
Brooklyn, New York.

Vision of the Communal Roles of Libraries

©2004, Salzburg Seminar, Academic Session 422, Working Group on Libraries and Their Communities.
Both vision statement -and.its watermark are. subject to license terms of the CreativeCommions.org
requining noncommerical use, attribution, and sharing of derivative works under similar terms.

The library is a place where knowledge and information freely dwell to define, empower, preserve,
challenge, connect, entertain, and transform individuals, cultures and communities. The dwelling
place, whether physical or virtual, is the product of collective reflection, aspiration, commitment,
expertise and organization. It is both a byproduct of civii communities and a catalyst for cultural
progress, inspiration, expression and exchange. Its absence in this new century would not only
deprive many individuals of important resources, but also more significantly, such loss would deny
humanity an essential portion of its shared identity and entitled liberties. The library can never be fully
replaced by information technologies. For the essence of its communal role is not the technological
mastery over knowledge and information, but rather the provision of sanctuary for human thought
and expression in any medium.



University of Malta Library

Four presidents of the Mdina, Sliema, St.
Paul’s Bay, and La Vallette Lions Clubs,
presented the University of Malta Library
with a cheque of Lm800 in support of a
digitization venture which is also being
jointly financed by Malta’'s National
Commission for UNESCO. The digitization
project will cover the scanning of four
historically priceless manuscript registers
of the Acta Academiae Melitensis from the
University Library's archival collections,
and their reproduction on CD-ROM. These
volumes cover the workings, Council
deliberations and earliest lists of graduants
from the refoundation of the University
under Sir Alexander Ball in 1800, to Malta's
attainment of self-government in 1921.

MCAST Library

Last October Bank of Valletta donated a
collection of books to the MCAST's Institute
of Art and Design Library in Targa Gap,
Mosta. Mario Cilia, manager of Bank of
Valletta's Mosta branch, presented books
focusing on local art to Laurence Zerafa,
MCAST library and Leaming Resource
Centre manager in the presence of Veronica
Calleja, assistant librarian.

Bibliothéque Nationale de France
In November Prof. Salvino Busuttil, then
Ambassador of Malta to France, donated
some books to the Malta Section of the
Bibliothéeque Nationale de France to Jean-
Noél Jeanneney, president of the
Bibiliothéque Nationale de France.

National Council for the
Maltese Language

Pamela Cremona, widow of the late Joseph
Cremona, a distinguished Romance linguist
and a Fellow at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, has
donated a collection of her late husband's
books to the National Council for the
Maltese Language. Mrs Cremona’s decision
to donate the books followed a suggestion
by Manwel Mifsud, head of the Department
of Maltese at the University of Malta.
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Salesian school library
In December Edward Grech, manager of
Bank of Valletta's Preluna Towers branch in
Sliema donated a number of books to Fr
Charles Cini for the Salesian school library
in Sliema.

Talking Books Service

The HSBC Cares For Children Fund has
donated four computers and interactive
materials worth some Lm7,000 to upgrade
the Talking Books Library at the main public
library in Floriana. The new facilities are
intended primarily for dyslexic children.
The interactive materials donated include a
significant number of children's books on
CD-Rom. Over the past few years the
Talking Books Library has provided a
service to the blind, elderly and others with
reading difficulties. In 2004, the library's 600
members borrowed 24,963 cassettes which
featured a vast range of books.

Malta Centre for Restoration
Bookbinding equipment, tools, materials
which Jacqueline Ostrovidov had collected
during her long career as an amateur
bookbinder were presented by her husband
to the Malta Centre for Restoration in Bighi
and rare books on bookbinding donated to
its library. The Frenchwoman and her
husband, who is of Russian origin, became
acquainted with Joseph Schiro, director of
the Malta Centre for Restoration in 1990
when he was still working as chief
conservator at the book restoration
laboratory of the National Library of Malta.

Mrs Ostrovidov was the only graduate
specialised in bookbinding techniques. She
studied under the famous French
bookbinder Michel Mondage. The large
collection of gilding tools is unique to Malta
and would be a great aid to students
studying book conservation during their
degree course at the institute.



The National Archives
digitalising documents

A big project to digitalise hundreds
of old documents is underway at
the National Archives in Rabat and
the Banca Giuratale in Mdina.
Digitisation will allow greater
access to the documents, some of
which are very fragile and cannot
-be handled. Future plans include
putting the digital images online so
that people can do research from
home.

The massive amount of documents
first have to be catalogued and then
microfilmed in a laborious and
expensive process. It costs about
Lm40 to microfilm every volume.
Head of archives Charles Farrugia
noted that microfilming was
internationally approved and
guaranteed to preserve the image
for 500 years.

Documents include all the
correspondence between the
Maltese and British governments
since 1800, health-related
documents and ones about air raid
precautions and hundreds of
passport applications. Many people
referred to these applications when
tracing their family tree.

The process to digitalise the
documents is being sponsored by
the Vodafone Foundation and will
span three years. Speaking during a
press conference last October,
foundation chairman Gemma
Mifsud Bonnici said there was a
possibility that the sponsorship
would be extended after the three-
year period was over.

Priority is being given to
documents that are either the most
fragile or the most important. The
head of archives said there are "12
kilometres of volumes®, which
exclude government documents of
the past 30 years, and not
everything will be microfilmed.
Particular importance is being
given to the Magna Curia
Castellania and Consolato del Mare

documents from the Mdina
repository, the despatches and the
photographic holdings from the
Santo Spirito repository.

New CD and set of postcards

On 15 October the National
Archives launched an audiovisual
CD sponsored by Global Microfilm
Digital SRL. This includes photos of
Governors and civil commissioners
and photos and biographies of
Presidents and Prime Ministers
who served in Malta between 1800-
2004. Includes some voice clips. The
CD sells at LM 5. Email:
customercare.archives@gov.mt

A limited edition set of eight
postcards depicting Malta’s ‘most
important political events from
1919 to 2004 has been published
and sells at LMO0.75.

MP calls for incentives
to private collectors

On October 18t Labour MP Jose
Herrera urged the government to
introduce incentives to encourage
private collectors to make available
to the authorities copies of
historical documents they may hold
in their possession He also insisted
that should a private collector
decide to sell items of his collection,
he should first inform the
government, giving it the
opportunity to buy those items
itself, with safeguards to benefit the
seller for tax purposes. Much of
Malta's cultural heritage was in
private collections, and the
government should tap into this
heritage while protecting
everybody's right to ownership, Dr
Herrera said.

He augured that the appointment
of a national archivist and the
National Archives Council would
eventually enable researchers to be
able to access a central body for
guidance on sources of historical
material.
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Earlier in the debate, Labour MP
Justyne Caruana said that the
opposition agreed with the
principle of the bill, but felt the
minister was being given too many
powers. Dr Caruana praised the
Friends of the National Archives for
their work. She urged the
government to allocate more
resources to the preservation of the
national archives as well as for
personnel training. Dr Caruana
observed there was no mention of
Gozo in the bill.

See full reports in The Times, 19, 21
October 2004

Archival practicum concluded

Considering Malta's outstanding
archival heritage and relatively vast
collections, courses in archival
management in Malta are hard to
come by. A much needed practice-
based course in Archives conducted
by Fulbright Professor Theresa
Vann, with the presentation of
certificates by Professor Saviour
Chircop, Director of the
University's Centre for
Communication Technology, was
concluded last January

The course was the first run by the
Centre's Division of Library and
Information Studies in conjunction
with the National Archives of
Malta, on whose premises the
sessions were held. The
participating students learnt the
current best practices for processing
‘archives and for providing access
by working with the original
materials.

They experienced the types of
decisions archivists make regarding
questions of conservation and
privacy issues. They also had the
opportunity to discuss the creation
and dissemination of microfilm and
digital surrogates in an informal
combination of lectures and
workshops. Last January Dr Vann
also concluded a short theoretical
evening course on the university
campus entitled "Modern Issues
Affecting Historical Archives".






The University of Malta’s
Division of Library & Information Studies
at the Centre for Communication Technology
in conjunction with
the University of Malta Library
and with the support of the United States Embassy

cordially invite you to Two Talks

Long-term Survival of Digital Information
by

Gordon B. Neavill

Associate Professor
Library and Information Science Program
Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan

and

Assisting Library Users with Learning

Difficulties
by

Mary Ann Sheble

Director of Library Systems at Oakland Community College,
Oakland County, Michigan

on

Monday 14" March 2005 at the University of Malta
Library. Both talks will be held in succession, starting
5.30pm.
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