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AVICENNA 
"The Prince of Physicians"~ 

Xearly I,()()(,' years have 110\\ passed 
since the life-timl' of the great Arabian 
physician and philosopher A yi cel1na (Ihn 
Sln{l, the Son of Sin{l). Born near Bokhara 
in gSu. A.D., he spent 1l\osl or his life in 
Persia \\'h<:)"(: he died in [0,,7. Altlwl1,ldl 
the intcncning milleniul11 has \\'itll('ssed 
an enormons extl'l1sion of human kno\\,­
h:dge, Avicenna's fame has increasl·d ra­
ther than diminished, for his greatness \nlS 

based not only on his eminellce as a physi­
cian and on his contributions to ll1cdieine, 
hut aboye all on his nni\'ersal genius, Like 
Aristotle ancl Leonardo c1a Vinci, A\'icl'nna 
had a command of the entire rang;:; of 
knowledge of his day, 

E\'en as a chilc1 Ayicenna attracted at­
t<:ntion by his insatiah1e thirst for knfm­
ledge am1 the early maturity of his 111enta1 
po\\'ers. At the ag'e of [S he \\Tole a C01l1-

prehensiye \\'ork emhracing the \\'ho!c' of 
the scientific kno\dec1ge of h:s day. By 
this time, he had already gained a reputa­
tion as a successful physician. Hi" \uitings 
include nearly lOO hooks on the()log~', 111{.:­

taphysics, astronom~', natural philosophy, 
political questions am1 medicinc. His 
"Canon of :VIedicine", Cl treatise in S \'0-

hllnes, remained a standard \\'ork for cen­
turies, and as late as the [7th centur~' it 
\\'as stili used as a text-hook at the l'nin.'r­
sities of ~1()ntpellier and Lom'ain. In this 

\\ork, A\'icenna did not merely record the 
teachings ()f I+p],ocrates ant! Ga1en, as is 
often disparagil1.ld)' claimed, bnt also at­
tempted to reconcik his O\nl experience 
and ideas \\'ith their \\Titings. His persona] 
C()]] trihl1 lions to the "Canon" "hO\\' that 
he \\as a kcen ohsen'er and did not shrill:;' 
from replacing traditional teachings by his 
O\\'ll o!JsernltioJ1s. Thus, he recognized thal 
the retina is the part of the eye principally 
concerned in yision, \\'hereas formerly' the 
lens \\'as held responsihk for this fUllction; 
he also cmphasized the connection het\\'ee11 
,'nlOtions and physical symptoms, difk­
rentiakd bet\H'el1 the principal forms of 
icterus, anc1 c1re\\' attention to the trans .. 
mission of certain infections across thc' 
I >lacental barrier. 

Althollg'h a tireless lI'ork{.'r, who c1e\'ot"cl 
himself to his writings e\'en when travel­
ling, A yiC'enna also \'a1ued the lighter sick 
of life and enjofec1 good compan:v, poetry 
and mnsic. He diee! al the age of fift),­
se\'el\ in Hama<1an, \\'herc a larg'e mauso­
leum \nlS recently l'rected over hisgra\'e 
in honour of his memory. Avicenna \\':1S 

knoll'n dl1rin,g his lifetime as "The Prince 
of Ph~'sicians", and certainly th<: universal 
na lure of his gelli us has earned 11 im a place 
among' tilt: sages ill the annals or mankind, 

T. 
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Thc facls of today \\'cre fancies yeskn1ay and \\'ill he 111e111ories tOll101TO\\'. 

Practically C\'ery deed \\'<lS onCl' a dream; eyery in \'cntinn Ol\ce an imagi ILl l 1(Jl1 

--- --- : () : ----' 

Tests may he timc-consuming; they arc 1ifC-stll'jn,g, 
---,-, : () : ----,--

~lcep is a rescryoir of strength, an escapc from care amI worry, a restorer 
of hop<:, an ()]l]lortl1nit~, for <In·ams. 
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