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MALTA 

& HEALTH 
Head Office, 15 Merchants Street, Valletta. 

15 July, 1954. 

Sir, 

I have the honour t.o ;:;ubmit the annual reporL on the health conditions of the 
Islands of Malta, and Gozo and on the work of the lIledi.cal & Health Department 
during the year 1953. 

During the year under review the Islands enjoyed good health and the sanita:l:v 
conditions remained on a high level. The norma,l tenor of life was not upset h~' 
epidemics or abnormal incidence of diseases. The a,ppro\ed principles of prevention, 
environmental control and preventiye therapy were effectively applied for the pro­
tection of the population lend for th' rromoticn of national health. All machinery of 
diagnosis, confirmation a,nd search for the source of possible infections were kept in 
motion for the purpose of maintaining a strong line of defence against disease. Sanitary 
officers did not relax their vigiIa.nce on circumstances affecting the health of the 
people; they kept a constant watch on home sanitation, food production, preventive 
measures and structural undertaking,s; they 'were liberal with guida,nce and adviee 
and it is satisfaetory to no! 111111 the puhlic is assmn an ('yet' aHitndc> 
of confidence t.owards officers of the Department. PormerIy it was not unusual for 
these officers to have t.o use their power of persuasion and sometimes coerCIon m 
dealing with refradory elements I'llt JJa.ppih- sm'h occasiOl;"; are rare. Now­
adays all classes of the popUlation look with sympathy and appreciation on the work 
of sanitary officers and eagerly go to them with their problems and troubles. This 
is in part due t.o better education of the puhlic, but t.o a, realisation of the 
utility and importance of the activities of health offi.cers. 

During the year a tendeney which has been slowly developing since the last world 
Wail', has become more noticeable. It is the inclination shown by country people to 
move into t.owns. 'I'lle ['mal regard the town \'ery orten as the focus of 
everything desirable, so there a considerable drift of people into to\yns with a 
consequent of the agl'ieultural areas. This from the land may have 
grave conseqnenccs as it aJfects the econowic structure ;:md the social pattern of 
the country, but from a health point of view it may also have serious repercussions. 
Some of our t-oWl1S and suburbs have grown at a remarkable pace which has brought 
with it two very great difficulties in mainta,ining a reasonable sanitary leyel: provision 
of water supplies and ma,intenance of essential ser,;7C8s. Any overcrowding therefore 
may be fraught with grave perils. In spite of the remarkable pace made in the con­
strnction of new houses and the reconstruction of damaged ones, the shortage of 
housing accommodation has re~mained an ever pressing problem especially in industrial 
and urban areas and the continuous shifting of the population into those areas with 
consequent conglomeration and oyercrowding may t.ouch off a chain of insanitary 
events leading to some epidemic outbreak or disaster. 

TJ', ,';tilllated mid-~'ea]' popnintJOn WW'l :·)17,24t' of whom 15:>,7\);\ \yere males 
and 163,455 females. The total inere(lse of the population -over the previous year was 
2,341. In spite of sustamed efforts to encourage emigration the upward trend in the 
popuLation has conj;nued. It is true that of late a sla.c·kening in ~he in{Tens(' rate. 
been nhserved, but the saturation point has been reached some tIme ago and pOSSIbly 
surpassed in terms of density of population, water supply. industrial employment and 
housing accommodation. 

The Honourable, 
Minister of Health &; Social Services. 
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During the last three years a special effort has been made to encourage child 
emigration and a good number of youngsters left the Lslands for Australia where 
they are being rapidly absorbed in the life of tha.t .country. Under proper safeguards 
and with care, sympathy and understanding child migration is beneficial to the child­
ren themselves and to the country of their birth. Maltese children have shown a 
remarkable power of adaptation and whilst maintaining their national traits, they 
readily develop into la,wful and useful citizens. If child migration is cont,inued for a 
long period it may well afford a. solution t.o om overpopUlation problem because it 
will eventually reduce the number of persons in the fertility period of their life with 
consequent reduction of the birth rat.e and a corresponding dem'ease in the popUlation. 

During the last 150 years the popUlation of our Islands has more than trebled 
itself; from about 100,000 in 1814 it has now risen to 317,:248. During this c.entury 
and a half there were periods of large increments and they ,yere iTlvariably related to 
major events in the hist.ory of Europe. The Napoleonic wars, the Crimean wa,r, the 
fi11st and the second "Vorld wa.rs stimulated trade a neI commerce, brought aflluence and 
sent llf1Vies and armies to these Islands. 'raking as an example, the last \Vorld war 
it '.,-ill be noted that during the war years a record marriage rate of 19.6 was reached 
in 1943 followed next year 1944 by a record birth rate of il9.26. Since then both 
the marriage rate and the birth rate hai\1e been reduced; this year the former being 
12.89 and the latter 28.29. 

This year's marriage rate at 1:3.89 is higher tha,n last year's which was 11.00 
but there is no (;orrespunlling increase in t·lie birth raLe \\"hieh on the, contrarv at :28.29 
compares unfavourably with last year's rate of 2~).30. '1'he downward tre~d in the 
birth rate therefore continues and the increase in the population is mainly due to a 
lowering of the death mte wllieh from 10,69 in HJ52 was reduced to 8.98 this year. 
This death rate is the lowest eYer reached in these Islanrls and compares very favour­
ably ,vith that recorded only ten years ago, in 11)4;3, when it I:'tooil at 20A9. lndeed, 
during the la,st decade consistently with the general improvement in sanitary condi­
tions and witI1 the introduction of new hea.lth and social services, a steady decline 
in lDol'talit.y rates both general and infantile has been noticed. 

Once a.gain it is with satisfaction that I report a further decrease in infantile 
mortality rate, The number of de~LLhs of infants during 1953 ,,,as ;j82, that is 80 deaths 
le2s tbm; in the previous year. The infantile mortality rate for the year under review 
is 64.82 which is q, great improvement on that of 1952 which stood at 71.75. This 
st.eady reduction in our infantile mortality during the last few years has been one 
of the major achievements of the Department. From a rate that ,YUS deplorably higb, 
it stood at 219 in 1943, our infantile mortality has been reduced to a level which is 
comparable with European standards. Our continued efforts to popularize health 
education together with better appreciation by lllGthers of the benefits of our child 
health service mainly account for these satisfactory results. In this rcspect a word 
of praise is due to the Child Health Officers and the Health Visitors who spare no 
pains in their endeavours to promote the health of babies brought unde,r their care 
and attention. 

In neonatal mortality we ha,ve had no spect:wular l\;sults .. \lthougJt a gradual de­
erea,c;e was noticeable during the last yea,rs, the reduction was not regularly maintained, 
as there were fluctuations. This year there was an increase in the neonatal monaJity. 
'l'he rate rose from 33.16 in 1952 to 34.30 in 1953. The increase principally resulted 
from a high rate in Gozo where the neonatal mortaHy rose from 28.63 in 1952 to 
41.8 in 1953. Many factors account for neonatal mortality the most important being 
those of maternal origin. 

Preferably every married woman should have a thorough examination, including 
evaluation of the pelvic organs and the bony structures of the pelvis. When she 
bee-OInp" pregnant such an examination becomes essential; it serves to de,tect abnonna1 
condiLons ",hid1 may jeopardize pregnancy and it permits the early institution of 
corrective measures. More often than not however the physician fir,st sees the woman 
after the second missed period and occasionally much later. Not infrequently pro­
spective mothers, especially in the country, do not seek medical advice at all, but 
prefer to consult the local midwife. This is regrettable because a timely medical 
examinrrtion may avoid much painful suffering and complications. At the first visit 
an attempt should be made to assess the obstetric patient as a whole. This requires 
thorough history taking, complete physical examination, urine ana,lysis, blood picture 
.and type and Rh determination. By tactful questioning, sympathetic listening and 
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alert observation much useful information Illay be gathered and the emotional status 
as it affects the pregn:mcy can be determined. The benefits of such examination [1re 
provided by antenatal dini~s the main purpose of which should be the total well­
being of mothers and infants as distinct from the immediate task of reducing the 
incidence of morbidity and mortality. 

Unfortunately no organized prenatal servi<.:e is provided in Malta. l\Iaternity care 
is in the hands of prir.ate physicians and District Medical Oftlcers who often go out 
of their way to alleviate the lot of mothers. Expectant mothers are at liberty to call 
at the local dispensary for examination by the District Medical Oftlcer and if they 
are considered to require special examina,tion or treatment they are referred to the 
maternity depmtment of the general hospital. There they come under the attention 
of the specialist who carries out all tbe investigat,ion's and examinations and advises 
or treats a.ccordingly, Admittedly this system of prenatal care lacks skeamlining but 
in the absence ot' fl, pmpe:rJ,v orga.nised service it has been found usefnl and profitable 
to those mothers who avail themselves of its benefit,s. 

This year saw the opening in Malta of 11 number of antenatal clinics established 
by a local branch of that philanthropic organisation the "Save the Children Fund". 
Mtea' some exploratory work the local branch \\'as inaugurated on the 18th of May 
and it immediately opened eight clinics in the principal towns and villages. 'The 
clinics a,l'e under the direction of a doctor with special quahfications in maternity and 
gynaecology. He is assisted by a state registered nmse. '1'he clinics are held once a 
week in the Government (}ispenc:a.ries, the local Health Visitors attend each session 
and give their help and assistance. 'l'hese clinics have proved to be a, success from the 
very beginning; their popnbrity has demonstrated /lIe Ileed for their existence and 
mothers are attending in ever increasing number, so much so that towards the end 
of the year the necessity of expanding was being seriously felt. 

We have now in these Islands three voluntary bodies that are doing praiseworthy 
work for the promotion of good health. They an": .. 'rile Mothers amI Infants Health 
Association (Pro Infantia)", "'1'be 1\Talta Memorial Distrid Nmsing Association" 
and the "Save the Children J:;-'und". There are other associations or bodies looking 
after the \H:lfare or the public or of their members but these three organisations h:lNe 
a much wider scope; they {:ater for all classes of the community and are more directly 
concerned with medical ca.re and assistance. 

The "Mothers & Infants Health Association" is the oldest of the three bodies. 
It was founded about thirty years ago on the initiative of one of my predecessors, 
the Hon. Dr. A, Critien, It found a fertile field for its activities and immediately 
undert{)ok the IlHnl \\'()l'k that lay ahead. In [1 few yea,rs the Association gained the 
confidence of mothers; it felso ea,rned the approval of the medical profession and 
enjoyea o[ikial support. Clinies were opened in tOlms and brge vilia,ges and today 
these dinics ha\'e ,~;:;ta,bli~lled t/ll'lllSeIYes and are ver~' popula,r with mothers. 

"The Malta Memorial District Nursing A,ssociation" is a consequence of the 
Second "World v,a1' and "%'i founded on the initiatill' of a few friends of ~Ialta who 
took it upon themselves to raise funds from various sources as a tribute to, and in 
a~miration of, the brave stand made by our countrymen in the defence of Europe. 
District nursing ,vas a new yenture in Malta, but the scope for it was so obvious 
that the Association met with immediate success; it expanded its activities rapidly; 
this year saw the opening of a branch in Gozo. Today the Association enjoys a 
reputation for quick and efficie,pt nursing and midwifery service a,nd it command:..; 
,universal admiration and respect. 

The "Save the Children Fund" is an international organization sponf'ored by 
the Unibl Nations. Its scope is expressed in the Declaration of the Rights of Child 
commonly known as the Declaration of ,Geneva of ]946 wherein it is asserted that 
"the we(fare of children phvsically, mentally and spiritually must be the first concern 
of every nation." The Malta, branch was opened with the blessing of the Archbishop 
and the encouragement of the Government. Needless to sa,~' it enjoy,s the support of 
the Department which realizes the necessity and importa,nce. of prenatal work which 
has been made the ma,in object of t,he activities of the local branch of the "Fund". 

As a result of the overall care and attention offered by the state and partly also 
due to the activities of the three volllUtary hodielS already mentioned, it affords satis­
fa.ction to record a reduction over the previous year in the number of deaths due to 
maternal and natal causes. There were only six deaths due to diseases of pregnancy, 



childbirth and. p~lerperiun:. This number doe~ not offer cause for alarm considering 
~he number of, bIrths dml~g the year (8977 lIve and 1~8 still births). The mortality 
IS lower than III the prevIOUS year when there were erght deaths. Also the number 
?f. d~aths from ill-defined ~iseases peculiar', to ef~rly infancy mid immatmity, birth 
llJmles, post natal asphyxIa and atelectaSIS dmmg this year were below those of 
the previous year being respectiyely 176(186) :37(4;3) and 87(88). 

The incidence of PululOuary Tuberculosis during the year amounted to 177 
cases which is somewhat higher than in the previous year when there were 146 
cases, but at the same time there was a marked decrease in the number of other forms 
of Tuberculosis, 54 against 88. There was however an all round increase in the 
mortality figures: 39 deaths occurred from Pulmonary Tuberculosis against 34 from 
the same canse last year. \Vith the establishment of a special Tb. service action 
against the disease became more intensive and more unified whilst control became 
more comprehensive. 

Thorough examination of all contacts ana en I resulted 
in the discovery of initial cases otherwise would ha.ye unnoticed. These 
initial cases are most· because with modem means of treatment at our 
disposal, stand a chance of or else: to sm:h an extent 
as to become non-infectious and thus no danger to the rest the com-
munity. 

"Ve have no mass X-ray unit to tour the country, but almost the whole population 
is being gradually examined for some reason or other, All contacts, all migrants and 
their families, all teachers, llurses, and {ltller of emnlovees are 
X-rayed. Private medical practitioners have at their disposal all the f;ciiities for 
special tests, investigations find examinations and the~· may avail themselws of 

, jP[S' tHhiee. tment m alld out or 'tal" a" weil ,t;; aU cf , 
medicines and appliances for Tb. and their contacts are free of dmrge. All 
these factors tend to swell the number of notificn !.ions and there is everv reason to 
believe that the number of infected persons in the popUlation has not in('~·eased. The 
increase in the n11mber of cases simply mea.ns that fe'wer patients haye remained 
undetected and untreated. 

The 
trend noticed 

and 

the incidence of non-pulmonary tuberculosis follows the same 
in England 'where tbe reduction in the ineidellce of ll()n-l'e~pi,l'atory 

than that of forms. The m our 
other llse milk 

ortl;uIJde\lJ, 

in the incidence of HJ;\ {~a,ses against 45 in the Pl'I?Y10US 

to the number of notifications in December which amounted to 
,yhieh hroke out in tbe war and \"hich was 

not In )falta measles is practically . with 11S although 
becomes enidemi(:. or follow reQ'llbxh- a three 

year they usua.llY start in \vinter months and 11e1'sis( dnring
C 

the ~old damp 
months up to late Spring or early summer. The infectivity of measles is \"el'y marked 
and as the maximum infectivity is just prior to, and for a few hours after, th~ 
appearance of the rash there is little chance of alerting the parents and of avoiding 
contact infections. The ca::-es or measles \vhich came to our notice were of a mild 
nature none of them proving fatal. Indeed, generally speaking, measles in Malta is 
not [1 killing disease like in other countries; here the disease is often treated tc::o 
lightly by certain mothers who speak of it as "only measles 1". It is prob~bl:: thIS 
attitude that contributes to the complications from the disea,se even when It IS not 
fatal. Too much exposure of the siek child especially in the 'winter months tends to 
set up bronchitis or pneumonia and in fact an increase in the incidence of the latter 
disease was also registered during the year under review. 

Typhoid fever has always received serious attention from the Department ar:d 
virrorous reaction invariably followed any abnormal incidence. Epidemics of typhOId 
fe~er were once verv connDon; the dise~se often decimated a.rmies on the battlefields 
and proved disastro~s in the civic affairs of communities. "Within the last twenty 
years the morbidity and mortality rate ha·s been ay;preciably red:lCed, l:ut there, has 
been no corresponding dec;rease in the virulence of the respons,lble mIcroorgamsm. 
The decline in the incidence of the disease has resulted from an mcreased knowledge 
of its epidemiology and from a vigorous prosecution of control measures. With modem 



means of treatment typhoid [ewr need not be gi,"en emphasis in clinimtl medicine 
but it must be given very serious consideration in pl'e\'entive medicine since it l'emams 
a potential menace that must be kept under constant ,yatcb. 

The number of notified cases of (vphoic1 £e\"e1' rose from ] 18 in 1052 to 132 in 
1953. The increase ,vas mainly due to two small outbJ'eaks in two families 
liying in farming areas around HabaL Both families lived in jll'imitiYe farnusteac1s 
unprovided with any sanitary conveniences. soil ,vater -was 
zanIly into the fields and there is no that the infections 
the original case through consumption of contaminated 
the raw state. In the first family 5 cases followed one another -within a 

eaten in 
of 

three 'weeks and in the second 3 cases 'were notified similarly within a period 
of foUl' weeks. 

1\Jost cases of feyer oc:cul'l'cd emher and October the 
rainy season had set in and IlO doubt the I1S had flooded ddectiye water 
tanks and unprotected springs. The presence carriers acconnted for a 
certain proportion of the incidence. The carrier is an important fador in the 
of the disease and if he is employed in any trade or 
production of food or drink, he may be the cause or 

On the occasion of the great epidemic of typhoid feyer in 1943 C01l11JUlsory mo-
culation the disease had produced a degree of immunity amongst our popula-
tion. Unluckily the protection 1e\'e1 ,yas noi maintained and 
of citizens has grown up all. Hence 
that in the next few 
be maintained. rro 

immnnizatiom: that 
haps, because of the retH:tion which 
increased propaganda the public will come to 1'e:1lise 
immunization is an reYral'd for the little 
of the inoculation. 

suffered at the time 

No far the health of the people has been kept a satisfactory high level. rl'lle 
general improyement in hygienic conditions has promoted a state of \yell 
the popUlation as exemplified by an a(hance in health nnd 
incidence of excremental and diseases. Hural domestic 

of life, nutrition, development, for health 
haye on the whole heen This does not Incun that we haye 
limits of our endeavours; there are RO many <1chunees that are Rtill to he made ln 

of health but far it may he asserted that the medical 
the Atate haw i the:]' existenee. 

In Malta we have not a nationnl health sernce cqniyn 1cnt ;0 
but nOll-coni 

the benefit of the whole tha t 
he 'will it free if he lS to pay for 

is required to make some \vhieh is 
been c1iscllsserl 

howGyer lib era 1, 

liberal terms. 'rhe 
III Pa rl in me n t. 1 question of free 

with the means test which, 
with disfavonr by exponents 

irksome and is looked upon 
of the modern of welfa l'e. 

Most of the field work in clinical medicine is performed 
Offieers. They constitute our vanguard, in the fight against 
read.y to offe; their help and assistance ant1 to take adm.in 

. 1 ! t 0[' the 

Medica,} 
: are eye]' 

m~:aRures in their 
(;oycrnment respective diRtricts where each of them lS t 1e repl'c"en .n.! \'e, 

Medieal Officer. District edical Officers are ll1 nll towns and 
and are 'whole-time officers with private attend free o~' 
needs of the poor patients of their . and . . t]l~ . m 
Besides paying domiciliary the District Merllcn l ()IJwer artcnds at tl!C loeal 
Gun"rnment dispensar.v during certain hours every. day \1'hen theY,examme. the 
patients, dispense drugs and medicine and supply surgIcal to tnose patIents 
who are unable to pay. 

District Medical Officers, and in fact all general practitioners, are efo!titled to send 
their patients for .specialists' examination, investigations and treatment m all Goyern-
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ment hospitals wllere, if found nec:essary, they are admitted as ill-patients or they 
may be registered as out-patients and instructed to call for periodical check up. 

In these Islanch like in other countries, ,H' have oUl' own hospital problem which 
is becoming ill(:reasingl~' pl'l4;,,,,ing year by year. It is due to the fact that the increased 
hospital-mindedness of the public Ims not been followed by ac:ol'responc1ing or l'elatiye 
expansion ill the hospital "en'lcc', It i" true that goud progress has been made but 
not to sllcil a,n extent as to satisfy our present needs. 

Our general hospital \\'a::; planned in 1\)27 \\'hen a dill'erent outlook ,vas prevailing 
on the scope and functions of q hospitaL Our popUlation ,,'as then 228,575; the 
majority of the people 'were reluctant to seek treatment in ho::;pital; ancillary services 
were rest,ricted a,nd eerta.in special clepartlliellts. i ,e.cljildl'en, pi lysiotltempy, blcod 
tra,nsfusioll (:'te, were non existent. Since then the populatioll has inerea;3ed by abolit 
90,000, a transformation has occurred in the attitude of the public towards hospitals 
and in harmony with the advances made ill Illedical s('ience, special departments llave 
been intl'OdlH'cd ;ll llO:{jJita\s fo)' the Jlroper investigation a,nd treatmeni of diiTerent 
conditions of sic:kness and disea:::e. As a l'e!:illli hospital wanls today are oyerc:rO\yc1ed, 
some patients heing e\'en tE'mporarily accommodated in the corridors. All, professional 
and lay staff arE' ,Yol'king \yithout respite; the specialist t1epartments can harely cope 
with the amount of work referred to them. 'L'his has ereated ,1 problem with which 
\ye will have to deal i tl the very near future, 

In May I Will" !,ri\'ill,,!t':l t() ::ti'lld in L(ll1(i{)11 ;i,e-; a delegate or tht' Government, 
the Eighth Congre"" of tll(~ .. International Hospital Feaeration". The theme of dis­
cussion was preventive medic-inl? as a majO!' fUllction of thc hospital and its illlplica­
tions. The following pa.ragraph taken from a paper read by Professor H. \V. C. Vines 
M.D. of London U11lYersity expresses in an admirable wa,~' the modern conception 
of hospital and may serve to guide us in OUl' future undertakings and endeavours: 

"'l'urning to the institutional serviee, it is surely old-fashioned still to think of 
the hospita,l only as a place of disease whose sole duty is to f1ttempt the cure of 
illnesses \Yllich so often {'Ollle to it too hte [01' effectiye treatment. Hospitals ha\'6 
been called the repair shops along the road of life, but they should have something 
more to offer than the functions of a garage. Eyery hospital should know its place 
and its role ill a natioll-wide master-plan for the control of disease: its work must 
be inspired by some defin ite aim or goal in "iew, for most llOspital,s 11a ve been working 
too long on a mechanical day-to-day programme of admission, treatment and discharge 
in partia,l or complete isolation." 

K owadays more and more emphasis is being' made on the association of preventive 
medieine with the main fum;tions of a hospital. By cllltivatillg the preyentive aspects 
in addition to t.he curatiw ones, mN1ical science has altered the scope and functions 
of a, hospital as regards bctlt patients and the C0ll1111lmity, The responsihility of the 
hospital towards tIle community has increased and the (:oml11ltments of the hospital 
administration towards the public have been exLended. It is therefore reasonable to 
expect that the community will not fai) in its obligations towards hospitals and 
towards those who serve in them. 

The school population of these Islands is 011 the increase and this is quite as 
it should l5e. It means that there is progl'eRsiH' e\'olution in the attitude of the people 
towardR education and a hetter appreci,dioll of the faeilities for public instruction 
offered by the State. 'l'he modern concrption of a f'.chool is not merel:v that of a place 
for tea'chin'!' hut also n ('entre for the formation of c-harader, for the culhnttion of 
good habits and for the acquisition of a, Rense of ya]ueR of the principles of lif". A 
basic principle of life is personal health which should he cultiyaied and fostered frmll 
the early beginning: hpl1ee the necesRity and the importance of a proper Rchool medical 
service. 

School medical servwe is a full tillle oceupatlon. The Ncl](xll :'ITel1j.(·al Officer should 
be able to dedicate a,ll hiR time to the children llmlrr his C,)I'C POl much so that the 
appointment is eyerywherc on a whole-time basis except in certain areas where in 
order to avoid the necessity of appointing' part-time officers th~· :vIedical Officer of 
Health is entrusted with tIle medical attention of the local school children. 

There a,re two School Medical Officers in :\Ialta: in Gozo the l\Iec1ical Offieer of 
Health is also in charge of the sehool medical service of that Island. RdlOOl l\{e<liC'al 
Officers are assisted by dental and other specialist officers and sehool nurses. The: 
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chave the duty to examine all entrants and leayers and the other children should 
examined cact least twice ea.ch ye~r. In. addi~ion School Medical Ofi-icers advise parents 
of the eXIstence of any defect m theIr children and suggest about tret"tment· thev 
also keep under regular supervision children undergoing treatment and follow' thel~l 
up. All this entails laborious work which for obvious reasons cannot be totally carried 
out by the present nurnber of School :\Iedical Offkers. It must be recorded that it 
is the expressed intention of the Government to appoint an additional School .Medictd 
Ofi-icer. 

During this year very few la\\-s and regnhtions were enacted touching the health 
of the Islands, but on the ~4th of July two new Acts, Act )[0. X and Act No. Xl, 
were published which did away ,yjth a, system that had prevailed for O\'er half a, 
century in these Islands i.e. the system of compulsory segregation of lepers. 

Leprosy is one of the oldest diseases kno\\'n on the face of the earth. 'rhe 
prejvdice against the disease is such as 10 sever the victims from the and 
the society of other men. Both the Bible and the 1\oran c:ontain refel'enc:es to the 
repugnance with 'which the disea;:;e was looked upon in olden times. 'l'he extraordinary 
horror of leprosy h1Unted am·ient and modern men and engendered that sense ~f 
leprophobia which has been the bUlle of the \\Teklted yit:tillls of the disease throughout 
the span of the ages, Brutal suppressive measures ~lgainst lepers are ]'econ1en in Egypt 
fn,r back in the year 1:250 B.C. and as recently as 1952 in China when inmates of 
," leprostLriurn in the hinterland were burnt to death. But apart from snch excesses 
innumemble restrictive measures were issued from time to time against leFers. In 
e\'e1')" country they were subjected to restrictions, disa,bilities and vexations. 

In JYblbL as in other countries special la:ws were enacted restraining the libert~' 
of lepers and because of the position of these Islands in the -ceniTal lVIediterranea·n 
highways, special measures had to be taken aga,inst lepers whether local, or foreigners 
arri\ing with soldiers, merchant::;, pilgrims or achentmers from the K ear East where 
the <1isease has ever been endemic. As faT ba-ck as the year 165Q leprosy must ha.\-e 
been a burning (luestion because on the 29th of October of that yetu' a commission 
was appointed to provide for the care of leper patients*. On the BOth December 1704 
regulations were issued by the Chief Medical Officer of that time warning barhers 
aga,inst the dangers of accepting leper elients in their shops. In 1900 all known male 
lepers were segregated and female patients 'were Rimilnrly segregated in 1912. 

Since 1874 when Hansen diseovel'ed that tile ea,nsativG a,gent of lepros)' ''ias tl 

fungus-like microbe, a new conception bas arisen about the disease, the extraordinary 
horror of leprosy is gradually gi\~ing way to sallC], methods of preyention. Modern 
leprologists have done much to allay public fear. Contrary to erroneons helief leprosy 
is among the least contagious of infectious diseases. In fact under ordinary conditions 
its contraction is only a remote possibility. The disease is almost invariably but 
no means inevitably, a result of prolonged and intimate association with a lepromatous 
leper. Tuberculoid leprosy is rarely, if ever, communicable. 

In view of the modern Imcndedge on leprosy eountries haye revised laws agllinst 
lepers. The present trend in dealing with leper patients does not seem to favour 
compulsory segrega,tion; this method is beeoming obsolete; it l:as its ~ltility as a ch~c~~ 
on the spread of disease but it has also many drawbacks somal, ethIcal and aclmml­
strative and it certainly does not seem to agree with the modern outlook of thought 
and life. It has been ascertained that the ancient system of compulsory segregation 
may do more harm than good in causing the e"arly cases to be bidden for feal' of 
life-long imprisonment" until it is too late for th~ effecti\-e treatment and they ll!lve 
already infected members of the household. vVlth the modern drugs and modern 
metho'ds 01 treatment the course of the disease may be fa,yourably altered especially 
if patients seek medical ad vice early. 

Forcible se.;.;-regation has been tried in many countries but it has given poor resnll,," 
In the Philippi;les it had heen adopted at a great expe:lc1itu.re of Il!oney lmt it 1m's not 
proved capable of controlling leprosy and now the la:v IS bemg r~\~1ewed an~ amended. 
In England the Public Health (Leprosy) RegulatIOns -came mtD ?peratIOD on. the 
22nd of June 1952; they make no provision for compulsory segregatIOn. In the lIght 

" Commissione perc11e provedesse ai poveri affetti dal terribile morbo della lebbra - Libel' 

c'Conciiium Vol 121 Fol 53 - Royal Malta Library" 
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of what is happening else\\'hel'P and ill eonfol'luity ,,,iLll informed opllllon in achan<.:ed 
countries you have now decided to treat leprosy as one of the other infectious diseases 
and to suppress a measnre whi<.:h ,,,as fast becoming outmoded, outdated and un­
popular. For this purpose you were instrumental in introducing and piloting the 
necessary legal enactments in the House. 

On the 1st October d tllis yea!' the senior Pathologist after a long course of 
specialization in England assumed duties at St. Luke's Hospital and thus a long felt 
want Ims been filled. It i" recognised that p,Ltllology constitutes one of the 
fundamental c1l'partments in a general hospital and more so in a teaching hospital 
like our Ht. Luke·s. Pathology is complementary to other hranches of medical seience 
in that it proyides the means of research, experi mcn ta tion. exam ina bOll and confirma­
tion whieh are essential requisites 1'01' cOlTC'ct diH;,mosis and treatment. It is our 
intention to expand the department of pathology to {;ompl'ise the four main hranches 
of haematology. morhid ana jom~', hioc:hem istry a nc1 of ('ourse pathology; this expansion 
will be facilitate(l whe.n the (1epanment of patholo;ry is remoYed to new prcmi;;es in 
the outpatient hlock of St. IJuke';; nmy under eonstruction. 

A \ye!come \'jsitor to this Department W,\8 Dr. J.e.H. Buchanan U.lILG., 
:F'.R.C.P., Principal Medical Officer in the Colonial Office, \yho arriH:d in l\Ialb on 
the 15th Deeember. Dr. Buchanan stayed in our 1slanc1 for fhe days during whieh 
he found time [0 yj,.,i~ seyeral medical establishl1wnis and \"as '.ery helpful \yith his 
lLchiee aIld . He Imc1 occasioll to 111(,(,(" most of the Henior Officers at Head 
Offrce and (liso memhers ,Ill' ;'ClI r Yi: it ,llg a:! in hospitais with whom 
he discussed question,.; of local in/prest and -charactcr. 

Relaticn" betwCl'll the Dcpartment anel medical authorities of Her l\Iajesty's 
Forces were as usual I'ra nk and cordia l. On \'a riOllS oe<:asion ,,\(, met together in an 
atmosphere of mutual conlldenct' and dis('ussed matters of general interest. '1'h8re is 
close liaison bet'\yeen civilian and Hervice mediz'al authorities; 'lYe \York in barmDny 
and we are 8\'e1' rendy to cooperate 'with each ot.her a,nd assist with the resources 
a,t our disposal for Otlr mutual benefit. A regular feature in our contacts has been the 
bi-monthly meetings of the Hodent Control Committee where topical qnestions relating 
to public health are discussed and suggestions are made for coordinating sanitary 
activi ties and he(llth measmes. 

Our grateful thanks are dut' to His Excellency the CiO\'ernor and T , 
His Grace the Archbishop and the Honourable the Prime Minister and memhers of 
his Cabinet for the interest they Imve j,aken in the afIa;]'., of the 1 in g'eneral 
and in the welfare of hospital patients in partil'ulnr. 'Their COllcern. their attentJOn 
and their visits to onr hosl;itui::; lHl\'(:) iJeen a SDllH:C of to tile stafI and of 
comfort to the patients. 

vVe ,u'e also thankful for the many ads of bellcyolencc' and other considerations of 
kindness \'ariuus! \lillie,spirited belies awl \\'lin c"ntributed and 
assisted in many ,vays to cheer the stay of patients in hospitals. vVe appreciate their 
presents (lnd their assistance but more than anything clse we feel grateful for their 
enconragement and inspiration. 1t is im to mention name all the generous 
persons 'who contributed towards making life cheerful in hospitals but I feel in duty 
bound to single out the Ladies Hospital Visiting Committee \vho spared no pains to 
improye tIle lot of patients, Lady :!\Iountbatten of Burma whose innate affability and 
understanding has charmed all patiel!ts Oll the occasion of her man~' visits to our 
hospitals, and Mrs. Trafford Smith who very generously made it a point to visit our 
hospitals soon after her arrival in Malta· with her husband the Lieutenant-Governor; 
she evinced a great interest in the affairs of hospitals and a, remarkable sympathy 
tmYards Ls. \V c are also indented foJ' the hpj p. assistance and adyice received 
from th(' l11Plllhel's of the \ar;m:s Tlwl'fls a.]1I1 Committeps :dtachcd to the DeTlHrlment. 
Most of the members ha\'e underti.d:en in earnest the business of the hoards and 
attended \yin! tIle meet , ::;ometillles at a .':TPat inconwniellce and sacrifice 
of their primte occupations. Our thlJ1ks are likewi~e duc to other GO\'ernment Depart­
ments for their cooperation and especially to the Public: Relations Office for the prompt 
response when we required their assistan<.:e. The Hediffusion Company and the Press 
deserve all our praise in that, we found them eYer willing to offer their services for 
broadcasting or publicising material -of public: health importance. The Venerable 
Order of St. John sent various contributions for the comfort of patients in our hospitals 
thus maintaining its traditions and idea1s of humanitarian work. 



13· 

Finally I cannot end in a better manner than by expressing my appreciation of, 
and thanks for, the help at all times so willingly contributed by eadl and every 
m.ember of my staff. Tl'heir efficiency and devotion to duty, their understanding of 
the needs of their various branche.s and inst.itutions is grea,tly valued. This has a.gain 
resulted in an achievement of a high order one \vhich. hut for that loya,lty, could 
not have been so successfully underln,ken. 

I ha.ve the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient serYant, 

J. GALBiA, 

Chief Government Medical Officer. 
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I. SUMMARY OF VITA]"..! STATISTICS FOR 1953 

AREA 

POPULATION 
as estimated on 
30th June. 1953 

MARRIAGES ". 

BIRTHS -- Live 

Still 

DEATHS 

\faternal ' .. 

Infant 
(under 1 year) 

Child 
(I year to 5 years) 

(5 years and over) 

f< rom tuberculosis of 
J'espiratory system 

From other forms of 
tuberculosis 

From respiratory 
diseases .. , 

,From malignant 
neoplasms 

Square miles 

I
f Males 

Females 
Total 
Density per ~q, mile 

( Number ... . .. 
1 Rate per rooo population ... 

( Males 
, Fenlales ... . o. 

j Total '" .. ' 
( Rate reI' 1000 population, .. 

{
Number ,., ,., 
Rate per 100 total births ... 

( Males 
\ F.;males '" ." 
i Total", '" '" 
( Rate per rooo population", 

{

Number '" 
Rate fwr 1000 births 

, (live and still) 

( ",Yales 

J Females 

l 
Total 
Rate per 1000 births 

( Males 
, F,:males ,.. '" 
)lotal,., " '" 
{ Rate p, 1000 of same group 

( iVlales '" 
J Fpmales ,,' , .. 
i Total '" ... 
t Rate p. ! 000 of same grou p 

rVIales 
Females 
Total", 
Rate per 1000 population", 

1 

Males 
Females '" ... 
Total ... .. . 

\ Rate per 1000 population .. . 

1 

Males 
Females ... .. . 
Total ... .. . 
Rate per 1000 population .. . 

( Males ... 
~ Females .. , ... 
I Total ... . .. 
t Rate per 1000 population, .. 

Malta 

94'870 

J4°,3 18 
148,669 
288,987 

3,046 

1,897 
1 )' I 3 

4,3 16 
3,986 
1:),302 

28'7 2 

1,333 
1,23 I 

2,5 6 4 
8,S7 

4 

'47 

29-1 
234 
52S 

6,'5 8 

20 

IS 
38 

1'15 

1,01 9 
979 

[.998 
8'05 

26 

9 
35 

0' J 2 

7 
7 

14 

0'05 

82 
69 

13 8 
107 
245 

0'84 

GOlD B(Jth Islands 

26'97~1 [21 '844 

13,475 
14,786 
28,26 i 

1,048 

345 
330 
675 

23'88 

23 
3'30 

'34 
r 50 
284 

10'05 

2 

2'86 

39 
15 
54 

80'00 

3 
2 

5 
\'7 0 

92 

133 
225 
9'1 I 

3 
4 

O'{4 

4 
4 
8 

0'28 

12 

12 

24 
0'85 

I 3.793 
55 

17,243 
2,604 

4,661 
4,3 16 
8,977 
2S,29 

188 
2,05 

1,46 7 
I, 1 

2,::Lt 8 
g'y8 

6 

333 
249 
582 

0-1'82 

23 
20 

43 
1'20 

1,1 [I 

1.112 

2,223 
8'14 

27 
12 

39 
0'12 

7 
7 

!4 
0'°4 

86 
73 

159 
0'5° 
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Population. 'l'he mid-year civil population for 195:3 has been estimated at 317,248 
as against 314,907 in 1952 . 

. The excess of births over deaths was 6,129 which is 268 more than in the previous 
year. The rate of natural increase was 19.32 per thousand as against 18.61 in 1952 and 
19.28 in 1951. 

Births. The lllllDh(~r of live births dming the year was 8,977 'which is 249 births 
less than that of last year. Of these, 8,302 occurred in Malta and 675 in Gozo, and of 
which 4,661 were males and 4,316 females. The birth-rate was once again lower than 
in the preceding year, namely 28.29 against 29.30 in 1952 and 30.38 in 1951. The 
downward trend in the birth-rate has continued since 1945. 

'Tile 1ll1lnber of still-births during the yeaJ.· ""vas 188 (Hi5 
in Malta and 23 in Gozo) with a rate of 2.05 per hundred< total (live and still) births. 
During ]9:32 there were 221 still-births ,vhieh a rate of 2.34; this shows a decrease 
of 12 still-births in ::VInita. and a.n int·rea·se of in th(' figl1l't'1S fo], Gozo. 

'rht're were 2,848 deaths, registered during the year, 517 less than last 
year. Of tnese 2,564 occurred in Malta ~Hld 284 in Gozo. The death-rate per thousand 
popUlation was 8.98 as compared with 10.69 in 1952 and 11.10; in; 1951. 

Table I shows the number of deaths from the principal causes of death. 

1947 

1949 

195 \ 

TABLE 1. 

Deaths from PrinCipal Oausas. 

, 
I 
I,:, 
I;;; 

;!2 

U1 
ro 

M -6., 
'" I.f) C 
~~, 0 

-g ~' 7: 
~ ~, 

I 
277 1901 

I 
23 ! 

31 I 2 'II 99 :?o 

264

1

' 

:S<)I 55 1, 

30611 487: 

'90 - -61 
- I)) I 

518: 233 88 

30?i603i 

:lO 

216 

-,,-,1 
~ )_1 

2~31 71: [6 
I 

,57 61') 

3:'2 545 

,iiI :q81 
i 

2971 , 
2691 87i 

i ' 
! 

24 , 3i5 649 
I 

8 I 38'11739 

913551604 
. I 

I I 
I I 

I I 

i 
35; 10 I 99 340 1 

! 1 

52 1 84: 96 178! 
i I 

56i 44, 68 1441 

I 

20 23 : 130 22 
: 
1 [19 25 

7 13 J::'O 15 
I ' 

8: 16 I 911 15 
I 

12' 92 7 

6: 12 

6 12 

73 

57 

8 

6 

47 

45 

43 

39 

4'17 

508 

268 

299 

40 

16 I 

98 175 

31l I 121 

50 

, 47 
I 

35 

35 

106 

133 

114 17 2 

186 i 43 i 88 197 
I 

37 I 
I 
I 
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The proportion per 1,000 deaths was as shown in the following figures:-

Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart disease 212 

Cerebral haemorrhage 125 

Malignant neoplasms 94 

Ill-droned clic:easc.s ppculiar to early infancy ~bnd immaturity 
unqualified (congenital debility, marasmus and imma-
turity) 56 

Senility 61 

Gastro-enteritis and colitis under 2 years 51 

Infective and parasitic diseases 34 

Diabetes mellitus 31 

Post-natal asphyxia and atelectasis 24 

Pneumonia (all forms) 31 

Chronic nephritis 15 

Diseases of arteries (arteriosclerosis) 20 

Bronchitis 20 

Congenital malformations . ;. 13 

Birth injuries 14 

Acute nephritis 4 

Diseases of the blood and blood-forming organs 3 

Dis"ase:-; of pregnancy, ehilclbil'th anrl the puerperium 

Gastro-enteritis and colitis (2 years and over) 2 

Other causes 188 

1,000 

Infant Mortality. The nmber of dea,ths among infants during the year was 582, 
that is 80 deaths less than in the previous year. The infant morta,lity rate per] ,000 
live births was IH.82, which is the lowest 0n record. 

The neo-natal mortaJityidea,ths of infants under 1 month of age) was 808 which 
is 2 more than in the pre\-ious year. The neo-natal mortality rate, per 1,000 live births 
I\"aS 84.ao as compared with :l:-U() in ]952 and 37.32 in 1951. 

Marriages. The number of marriages during the year, including marriages among 
service personnel, was 2,045, of which 1,897 took pla-ee in Malta and 148 in Gozo. The 
marriage rate, which is expressed as the number of persons married per thousand of the 
population, was 12.89. This shows an increase on the marriage rates of 1952 and 1951 
which were 11.00 and 12.18 respectively. 



"Table II shows the comparative data for the last twenty years, 

Year 

._--
1934 
1915 
1936 
1937 
.1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 

I 1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
'95 1 

1952 

1953 

Live 

8,544 
8,701 
8,875 
8.879 
8,704 
8,930 
8,808 
7352 . 
6,768 
8,45 2 

10,963 
10,998 
11,304 I 

11,612 
11,029 
10,590 
10,281 
9,5 11 
9,226 
8,977 

TABLE n 

Comparative Birth, Death and Marriage Rates 
Malta and Gozo. 

Births Death-Rate 

Rate I Rate pElr Infant Total Marriafe-
Rate per ,000 per 1,000 Still 100 total Mortality- Death- population population births Rate Rate 

---- ---------------------

33'48 240 2'7 277'°3 2234 13'2 
33'96 282 3'T 285'7 1 23'49 12'4 
33'85 3°4 33 190 '30 17'61 '4'4 
33'54 345 3'g 242'70 20'O.t i 13'6 
32'39 294 3'3 224'83 I 20'09 I 13'2 

33'03 309 3'3 226'98 19'95 
! 14'6 

32'53 261 
I 

2'8 276 '45 22'69 '3'4 
27·09 240 3' ( 3°3'45 23'74 16'7 
25'15 227 3'3 345 '5 3 i q7 15'0 
3 1'06 293 n 210'CO 20'49 19'6 
39'26 331 2'9 116'3° [ 3'25 '95 
3):)'37 3 17 2'8 144'03 : 14'01 16'2 
38 '29 298 2'5 130'75 '3'7 2 '4'4 
33'20 30 4 2'5 120'3u , 2'62 12'01 
36'04 262 2'3 112'97 12'21 12'80 
34'05 25 1 2'3 83'76 1069 J I 6, 
32'95 280 2'f, 88'5 1 10'33 11'20 
30 ')3 205 2'2 99'78 11"0 12 18 
29'30 22! 2'3 7 "75 10'69 1'00 
28,29 I 188 2'0 I 64'82 g'98 12'89 

I I 

t Decrease 

II. INFECTIOUS AND COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

11 

Natur&l 
inorease 

--
2,842 
2,683 
4 • .l58 
3,575 
3,305 
3,545 
2,664 

908 
1,8Ht 
2,874 
7,263 

I 
6,982 
7,254 
7,774 
7 • .l92 

7 264 
7.0 57 
6.035 
5,861 
6, 129 

The following infectious di.seases are notifiable, namely Plague, smallpox, 
cholera, diphtheria and membranous croup, typhus fever, yellow fever, epidemic cen~bro­
spinal meningitis, scarla.tina. or scarlet fever, typhoid or ente-rio fever, malarial £e\(~]', 
undulant fe\'er, puerperaJ fever, measles, erysipeJa,;, \~aJ'ieella, influenza, whoopmg­
cough, hydrophobia, leprosy, pulmonary i1l1d ,Lll other forms of tuberculosis, pneu­
monia, broncho-pneurnonia, l1Cute ,mteriol' poliomyelitis, encephalitis lethaTgica. 
dengue fever, granular eonjullctiyitis or trachoma, tetanns neonatornm a~nd leisll­
maniasis, 

The total cleaths attributed to these diseases during the year were 140 as a,gainst 
178 in 1952, Calculated as rate per 1,000 population the comparable figures are 0.4 in 
1953, 0,6 in 1952 and 0,6 in 1951. The largest percentage of deaths among this group 
is represented by broneho-pneumonia (37,8) followed by pulmonaI}' tuberc.l1losis (27,8), 
pneumonia (10,0), other forms of tuberculosis (10,0) and diphtheria (4,3), 

No cases of major infectious diseases, namely plague, cholera, yellow-fever, small­
pox, epidemic typhus, nor any cases of malaria (indigenous), hydrophobia (rabies in 
animals), encephalitis lethargica and dengue fever occurred during the year. 

The cases of, and deaths from, the notifiabl!3 diseases are shown in Table III 
while incidence by district is shown in Table IV, the monthly incidence in Table V 
ana. the age and sex distribution in Table VI, 
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TABLE III. 

Cases of and Deaths from Notifiable Diseases 

YEAR' ...... 

C .:..~ 
'n 
::> 

C 
~ '"' ~ 

~2 
":'1 '~~ ~ 

~ 

(;. D. C. D. C. tJ. D. n. 

1946 

19",,7 

1948 

1949 228 

1950 I 208i 

1901 I 171; 68 

al ... Hfil 

,<I i ... ~-401 
! 
,ai 

'n). 10:2 
, 
,<1) ,,·1 
In) .. [ 121 
• I 
a) ... 1 lOG 

i ! 

,~tl ISO 

23, 102-' 2B 
i 

12; 24iO , :m 
1 

12i WHO i 1m 
41 !01;n ! H) 

I 

3, \IU::: 

-1 (l 

I 
H i 40 --Ii (Hil 

I 

2 

..j I 42 
I 

l)i ;",0 H)52 146[ 34 ~8 I IS; 
I 

a I 25 

I 

11 -125, 1953 1771 39 54 

C. D. C. D. C. D. C. IJ. i C. D. 

--- ---)--1---1---1 

1944 

1945 

1946 -.It) 

1947 59, 2 

1948 lit ... 
, 
1 

1950 I Hi-!i 8 

1\)51' -.131 ... 

1952 371 1 

1949 

I 
1953 2(li 

I 

5 

20 
1 , 

1 1121,168 240, , , 
iii 
1 2.-.1221 1·1 

Bill 
1 

bO j "I 

2.:Ht! .») 
: i 

I 
I);jj 

13-1, 
i 

3.-;1 , 
281 

lil 
1 

91' -I 
f)71 

I 

, 

31 219
1 

5 ' l7-f 

') ; 3· 19 
-) -
213281 ... 

i 
.) 308! .0. 

j 

, ... !,1.4,q8~I' 1'1 431 1 
! 

7GOIt .. . 
284 .. . 

I 
~f;;,' 1 ... , -.10/.. ~Oi 

I I 1(''> I n! 
1 ... I Vi.) ... i iJ: 

I I I 

H fi2 2 712 2 

-l :2-11, 2:2 12 

;;'-10, :;7 1411 :28 

Gl! 2 2·m 1:2 1398 6;) 

Hi 
I 

30: 
i 

43i I 2H 
1 I 

3131 I 2081 

~i TO 

;) 50:) II 
I 

1 I 694 10 

11 11W H 
i 

(j I 207 
i 

i 

i i c. D. I c. i D. 

'-I­
I 
I 
1 

195 1071 17 

70 : 91i 24 

1321 l' 1411 22 
I 37'1 10 

UHI 12 39 1031 28 

2081 9 i 2-50 9 

981 3 i 8-1 [) 

64
1

26 

62i I·; 

7i i··· J ••• 

I 
S' B 7'-; 

I
I 

20 ; 
I ! 

;3 ;), :2: 1 i [3 

... i 12 I 7 
I 

I (l I c, ... I v 

223 78 103 [) 

S2 47 2 

311 134 -IS 4 

228 15G 48 4 

22;'3 85 30 

1·16 88 3'3 

I 

;3' 2 

2 2 

cO 
."s 
~l 

" '" r= 

c. 

132 

226 

139 

283 

334 

224 

671 26
1 

5 

58! 3 98'31 

50; 18 122 61 25 21 (cJ·n 

i -di 
- - '''')l',i, .. 
;):)1 ~""I" 

631 4(;1 

1 

is ... I 
I 

I 
81 i 14 184 (l! 

c,9
1 

17 InS 79 
! 

17 

00' 14 118 '~llC I 
I 

(c)ll5 

(c)ol 

(c);;'9 

(a.) '\ot available; 
(b) Declared notifiable October 1\)46: . 
(cl ThIS figure does !lot include the cases found during the.illtensive,~llti-trachoma campaign 

in Gow. For fllrti1er details vide 'Trachoma'. . 



TABLE IV 
,y Locality in Malta, 1953 
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Chickenpox. The number of cases tbat came to the notice of the Department was 
~365 ag'ainst 485 in J n5:2; 3BG cases occlllTetl in lVlaJt.a a,]1(l 2n in Gozo; 23 cases were 
treated in hospital. Most cases occurred in children aged 3 years or under, but a few 
were notified in adults, mostly Inembers of families of service personnel. One patient 
aged 47 years was landed from on hoard a merchant :.:hip. He had a ditfuse vescicular 
m'uption over the ophUmllllie bmncll of tlte fifth Ilern:' on the left side which later 
developed in to a typiea I attack of herpe:.: z{):.:trl'. SOlllt' (la,ys !atN he had a character­
istic chickenpox rash. 

Another patient aged B2 was landed from on boa.rr1 another ship snJtering from 
fLllJiild attack of ehikenpox. 

The greater incidence of cases occurred in loca.Jities bordering the harbour area 
a.nel the highest number of eases was reported in April. The cases wert' mild with no 
(:omplieations. )."0 deat.llf; ()('{'lllTed from the (liseasp. 

Whooping .. Cough. The incidence of the disease. which had risen to 1141 cases 
in Hl52 came down to 207 dl11'ing the year; of these 174 eases were admitteu for treat­
ment at the Isolation Hospital. '[,here was only one death due to the disease, that is 
7 less than the fIgure 1'01' 1 ~l;):2. On the whole ,ea,.;",.; were of a mild form. As in the 
previous year chlororny(,ptin \vas lhe dru~!, of choice witll :.rood results \vhe'll given in 
t II(: early stage!'. 

Scarlet Fever. 'l'lte Ilumber of notified CH,.;es during tlw yt'ar was 25 as agajnst 
42 in H}:,52, of \vhil'lt J(j wt're remitted to hospita.l. Neady all eases occurred in children 
11l1c1t'1' g years of age. 'rhe disease rail a. mild course and complications including 
albuminl1rlf1 alHl otitis \\'ere llIH·0Il11l10n. There wpre no deaths frolll this infection. 

Measles. '['he number oj' cases registered (luring the year \\%'5 171 against 45 in 
H)52; IB cases were treated in hosp:tal. Three adult patients were notified, one of 
whom \va·" landed from 011 boal d a ship, one \nlS a passenger in transit \'0'110 developed 
measles during his night stay here and wa·s taken to hospital from a hotel, the third 
patient was also suJl'erillg froll1 puerperal fever and \vas treated in hospital for both 
conditiOlls. No complication:.: were registE'red and no deaths oecnlTed from the disease. 

Diphtheria. Uneluding melllbranolls croup). The total number of diphtheria cases 
dlll'ing the year \\'a:.: 14() (118 in l\falta and 2:2 in GOZl)) which is less by 68 than the 
l111mher of case" reported Jl1 W5:2. \Vith the exceptioll of one patient who was too ill 
to he llloved, all tlH: o( her <:lIse·" wprp irea ted in hospi tal. 

Till' majority of cases tH6.4:l'j{,) O(·cIlIT('.d in children up to ;) years of age. 

Uf the children who developed c1iphtll('ria only one bad received protective inocu­
lation (incomplete rr.:\.F.) the disease· ran ~1 very mild course in this ease, but in 
many of the otheJ' (',Ikes there \HmO sewn' symptoills. e'.ien though complieat:ons were 
rare. 

Three children belonging to the sallie fa.1ll il,v \Yel (' adlllitteJ to hORpital in October 
suJrerillg from diphtheria. Swabs were as usual hLken from all other members of the 
faTlltly and the Corynebacterium Diphtheriae was iRolated from the throat and nose of 
the mother \vho was then remoyed to hospital. After the usual treatment had failed to 
clear her throat, she responded to a com bined 1reatment of anreomyein and penicillin. 

There were (j (lentils due to this infeetion during the year, ;) in Malta and 1 in 
Go2O, as ngail1.'::t 11 ill the Tlle\'ious year; of these 4 died within 24 hours of admission 
into hospital. Fnrther investigationk sho\yed that one case had been kept at home for 
10 da,ys and another' for 7 days before a doctor was called in to see the patient; ap­
parently the parents had failed to realise the seriousness of the condition of their child 
who at first had shown ollly mild symptoms. In 1\yo other cases the disease ha.d a 
very ·rapid cmw'e, one child aged 1 .year dying within 2,1 hours of onset. One of the 
children who at tllC time was being treated for lenkaemi~t had been kept under obser­
vation for swelling of the throat for about one \yeek, but the infection had remaniec1 
undiagnosed. His condition det.eriorated very rapidly; on the seventli day patient was 
admitted to hospit.al, \\"here tmeheotomy was Cl1rried onto rrhe child however died 
shortly after. 
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Propaganda by our mobile unit aud poster;,; elllplmslziug the neeessity of calling III 

a doctor at the fh'st symptoms was again intensified this year. 

InoculatlOmi against diplttheri,L \vcre again carried out as ill the previous year. 
School children, the majority of \\" hOlll were llew e !ltra 11 ts were imll1un ized by the 
School Medical Officer and pre-school children by the Child Health Officers and by the 
Free bnmunization "Cuit. The relatively smaller lllllllber of school children inoculated 
this year is due to the fact that mnny e;1trants had already receiyed inoculations during 
pre-school age. 

It is of significance that 110 case::; of diphtheria were notified from among the 
children attending the Infant-Prilllary schools. This is probably clue io the high per­
centage of school children who ltav0 now he en iml1lllnised. 

Diphtheria. 

Ages of Death. 

Under _~ year I_~=--I :!_li~---=--'~=-'~I_.~~.I.~~12U_1 30-145-1. 55- r~~Ag~~ 
2 ! 2 I - 2 - - - i -- _.- I - ,- - I (j 

____ J __ ' _' _. ' :_ .... _1.. ,I 

Age Periods of Notified Cases. 

Ca::;e-mortality at Each Age Period. 
(Calculated as a percentage). 

Under 1 yea~:.J~_I~-:._I--=-i_~I.~i~I_~.=J 2ll-J_ 2;)-1 05- i_ 45- ')')-! All Ag(;~ 
15,4 I 7.1 - 7.7 i - : - i -- , -- I, - I -- \ - I - - I 4.3 

I ' . , I I ' 

Typhoid Fever. There were 1:-32 cabe,.; re.ported, with 1 death, during the 
year, giving a {'<Lse mortnlity of 0.8. This shows an ilwTease of 14 cases on the Fevious 
yea,r when 118 cases with G deaths were notifled. :\s ill previous years practiea.lly n.!l 
patients suffering or suspected to he suffering fr01l1 typboid fever were removed to 
hospital. Inciden<;e wu.s again highe:->t dUl'illg' t.he hotter months. Cases were clistl'i­
bute'dtbroughout the Island, the highest number of ilotiiicutions coming from Qormi 
(17), Rabat (Ul) and Zabbar (] in. At CJormi s(,Yeral patientb admitted ltaving cOllsumed 
raw vegetables bought from t1 fanner who was suspected of haying irrignted his small 
plot with sewage wat.er, but as no definite evidence was llyailable, legal action could not 
be ta,ken. At Ha,bat five children belonging to the sume famijx con traded t.he disease 
within a period of three \veeks, probably through drinking contaminated water from a 
sIla-lIow well in their own field. Thre8 lllOre cases occurred in children belonging to 
another family; again it was found that they had been drinking water from another 
shallow well. On further examination three contacts of this latter falllil\' were. found 
to be ca·rriers of the disease. The eases at .%ahlmr \\"(:'re partly due to the' consumpt!on 
of infected raw shellfish gathered while bathing at Xgtulira ",hieh is relatively close to 
the point where the effluent from the main se\\'(>r discharges into the sea off Malta. 

Several warning's \\'ere broadcast ove!' the I'l'diflll~i()n system stres~ing the danger 
which might result following the ingestion of ra\\' "egetahles and shellfish. 

During the year there was a gratifying increase in the number of per,.;ons who 
availed themselves of the free immunization sen'ice. Fignres, however, are still far 
below expectation. 
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Undulant Fever. '1'he nUllJher of caSl~S notified <luring the year waf; 4~5 (H;5:6 lJl 

Malta and 73 in Gozo) af; against :)~)I) Ulsef; (44n ill }[a.lta and 10J. in Gozo) reported 
during 1\);');3 and G1::3 in H131. The abow fignres sho\\< a further clecreaf;e of 12;") cases 
as compared with the previous year. The lIu111her of deaths was il as against 4- in H):"i:2 
lLnd the ease mOl tality Ims (1p('n'Hser1 frolll ].1 ill ID.-):2 to 0.7 in H):)~l. 

As in the ease of typilOid fe\"e1'. llotifieaLons fur undulant fe \"(" I' \\ere reeeived 
from all oyer the Island, the town of tJol'llii again 1111\<ing the highest illcidence with G7 
(\ases followed hy Ze.itun W7), Sig<g<iewi UH), Zmrieq and }fellietla. UO). lJuring the 
year under reriew 110 Localities \\<ere acl<led to till' nrea in \rllil'h it. is forhidden to splI 
ra,v goats' mille 

Influenza. The llllillher of (,aSeS notified during the year \~'as 4G as compared with 
:2GG inW3:2. Six cases occlilTed ill c:llildren tinder \) years of age. There was only 1 
death frolll the dise,Hie (a 111a11 of 77 years of age), as cOIllpared ,,<ith :1 in H):"):2. 

Plleumonia. Dnring the year tile l1l11lliJer of llotified cases of PllPUlllOllia was 86 
with 14 deaths, as agaillst ()~ cases and 17 ,]p<I(II'; ill 1\):")'2. 'l\\"() cases were notified . . 
as Xll'US pnenmol1 ilL 

Cases of bronellO-pneulllonia were ] IS \yi (h :'):1 (lea tlis. 'l'lle figures for the pre\<IOl1S 
year "'Ne 138 cases and 70 (1pnihs. 

Cerebro-Spinal Fever. There \\"1:'1"(" 7 cases \\<ith ~ deatlls as against H l:ases with 
J death in JD52. All tlie cases were treated in hospital. A further case was landed 
from on board a ?\ayal ship and admitted for treatllll~nt to Olle of the f-ien-i-ces Hospitals. 

Erysipelas. 'J'he cases llumbered :15 \\<itll :2 deaths as (·()llll·ared \\<itll :li) cases with 
no deaths during the previous year; ]8 patients wlio ('(mid not re('ei\<e propel' tJreatment 
at lIome were remitted to hospital; olle of them died of dil'!lllic nephritis and a.cute 
heart fa.illll'e. 

Puerperal Fever. The lllllilhel' of cases reported \HIS Hi, wlliell IS Olle, less than 
last year's figure. There were no deaths either tliif; ,veal' or in H):"i:2. 

Murine Typhus. The number ()f C;Lse::; \ras \l all of \\<hich occurred in }Iaita. rl'his 
comptu'es Iamurably with last year's f~C;nj'L i.e. JH in }Itdta and :3 in Gozo, with one 
fatal case. All the cases were treated in hospital. 1\0 deaths ,\'en" registered as due to 
this infection. 

Leishmaniasis. '1'11(' cases !lotifiet1 dlll'ing the ,Year \yere (i3, eight of \\'hieh 111 

Gozo. 'l'his shows an increase of 8 ('ases over last .vear. rL'here was one death as 
compared with no deaths in 10:3:2. 

All the cases oeeurl'ed in rural areas, except for one reported from Floriana. rl'be 
highest number not.ified from allY one (1istrid was :2 from Zehbug !1nd :2 from Zejtun. 

Tetanus Neonatorum. There \\"t'J't' :2 cases both or IYhidl lJl'ovec1 fatal, against 
ease and 1 death in 1062. Both cases \vere investigated b:v the }Iedieal O1'tiee1' of 
Health who submitted slLmples of the threa(l Ilsed to tie the' umhilical cord for lahoratory 
investigations. Jiesnlts ,vere negatiye. 

Acute Anterior POliomyelitis. The c[Cse;:; of poliolllyelitis alllollg tile eivilian popu­
lation during 1U5H amonnted to <:27 eases, ;l of which or:enrred in (:}020; of the abow 
cases 13 have completely recovered and :1 are still making satisfactory progress, 5 more 
!la'I'<e made a, satisfal'iory recO\'el'Y but no further Jll1prOvement has been reeorded 
during the last three 1ll0l1ths; Q remained sever('\y disahle(1. ()nl~< one death waS 
}'ecol'(lec1 as due to ae-ute allterior poliomyelitis. 
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INCIDE.':CEIir NIl': (iHfHJJlS:-

{j p to Ii months 
6 months to 1 year 
1 year to '2 years .. . 
:2 yeal:s to a yean.; .. . 
:3 yea,rs to 4 years .. . 

r1'oia1 

STA.TISTICS OF HB)COVEHY ;.­
of tbe 12 male patients:-

6 patients reeo,-ered C'ompletely. 

:'Il:llcs 

:2 
Ii 
:1 
J. 

]:2 

Fcmalcs Total 

:) '/ 
;) Jl 
2 ;) 

1 

12 24 

'2 pa,tients have maclesatisfaetory rC('mery and :Il"!' still sh()\\'ing ::;igns of 
improvement.. 

:1 patients have made satisfactory recovery and are showing llO fllrther sIgns 
of improvement. 

1 patient has made poor re(:()H~ry rema II1l1lg' sew'rely disahled. 

12 

of the J.2 female patients:-

7 patients have recoYered eom pletel.v . 
patient has made sati,.:fadory j"('('()\"cry an(1 is still showing slg'ns of im 

prO\lement. 
2 patients have made satisfactory reco\"ery and art' showing 110 further signs 

of improvement. 
] pa,tient has ma(1e poor recovery and liaS remained severely disable(l. 
1 patient has died. 

12 

Male and Female: (:omplete recoyery (j + - 1:3 I 

Male and l<'enmle : satisfadory recovery and al'e 
still improving 2 -1- 1 :1 

Male anel FemalE' : satisfa,ctory recoyery and not 
. . 0 I 2 ;) lmprOVll1g T 

Male and Female: severely disabled 1 + 1 2 
lYbIe and FE'male: deaths 0 + 1 
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Recoveries in relation to admission into hospital after onset of symptoms:-

The 6 male patients 'rho made wn,plete H'<.:oreI'Y \\'ere admitted into hospital 
1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 9 days aft-or onset of symptoms. 

'rhe 2 lllale patients who 11<\.\(' IIlade satisfactory recovery and are still showing 
signs of improvement, \\'-01'0 admitted into hospitld 5 and \) days after onset of 
symptoms. 

'rhe 3 male patients \\·110 have made satisfactory re<.:overy and are showillg no 
further signs of irnproyeillent m.>r'::' admitted illto hospital, n, 7 ancl 7 days a.fter onset 
of symptoms. 

r1'he male patiellt wllo has wade poor recovery and rOllJa,llllIlg severely disabled 
was found to be sufTering from ;;;cqlll'lae of Polio. Tile precise date of onset could not 
be ,tscertained. 

The 7 felllale patiellts \1'110 have made (;olllplete re<':O\'ely were admitted into 
hospital 1, 2, ;3, 3, LJ. ,I and 8 day,; respectively lifter onset of symptoms. 

The felllale patiellt \\'110 has lllade ;;;atisfa<.:tOfY recoyer~' alld is still showing signs 
of improvement was admitted into hospital :j days after ollset of symptoms. 

The 2, felllale patients II' ho han~ .Illude sa tisra<.:tory n"COH~ry und are showing no 
. further signs of illlprovement \\'ere admitted into hospital 1 and 2 days after onset of 

symptoms. 

'rhe female patient who has made poor n.><.:oyery and relilalll1ng sE'Yerely c1is[Lbled 
W,LS a.dmitted into hospital 4 days after onset of symptoms, 

'rhe female patient WllO died was <1c1l1litted into hospital ,t:) days after onset of 
syruptonl8. 

Recoveries by Age Groups:-

The (i Iliale patients who llave lIlade c:orlJplete recoveries were on admission into 
hospital, 11 months, 18 months, 2,0 months, 2211l011ths, ;3 yea·rs and 3 4/12 years 
of age. 

The :3 male patients who huH' made satisfacto'ry recovery and are still showing 
signs of impron>lI1cnt. Wt~re on admi,-;sioll into hospi(al J:\ llionths alld 26 months of age. 

The i1 111,1\e patients who IwH' made satisfactory l'er-oyery aJ)(1 Hire showing 110 
flll'ther signs of illl proyement 'n~re on adm issioll ] 6 months, :3 years and 2~, years 
of age. 

'l'be male patiellt \\'ho has llIade poor recovery remaining severely disabled was 
on admission into hospital 8 rnonths of age. 

'rlle 7 female patients who have made cOll1pletp recovery were on admission into 
hospital 7 months, 11 Itlonths, 17 months, 17 months. 18 months, 2 years and 3 years 
of age. 

The female patiellt who lias llIa(k satisfadory recovery a,nel is still showing signs 
of improyelllPl1t \\'a-.; on nclrnission into hospital 7 months of age. 

'1'he 2 felliale patiellts ,yho have made satisfactory recovery and are showing no 
further signs of improvement were on admission into hospital \) months and 1 year 
of age. 

The female patient \\'lto has made poor rpcovery remaining severely di"abled was 
011 admission into hospital 20 months of afU". 

The female patient who <1ieel ,vas on admission into hospital 2 4/12 years of age. 



JNCIDENCE 131' LOCALIT'l.· :-

nahat 
Pa,,'ja 

. l1uqa 
Mosta 
Cospit:lw 
Valletta 
Vittoriosa 
8engleu 
l\Jul'sa 
Sigg'iewi 
Zejtull 
Hirzebbuga 
Gl1elja 
'J\wxien 
Ploriana 
Zebbug 
Ding-Ii 

Total 

J cases 

J " 
2 

" 
2 " 
2 " 
1 (',HiC 

1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 
1 " 

24 case:> 

Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis in Gozo. There were :3 l'use·s of poliomyelitis in 
<1ozo. All of tllese ca:>es eallie frOlll the village of C:;twjnsielem but ,,,ere unrelated with 
each other. OIlt' occlIl'l"t'd in Febrllary, another in September and another ill October. 
All a patients haye lIla(leeomplde reeoveries. 

They \\'ert' 011 admis:>iull to hospital 1 year, ~ ~'ears llnd 2} years of age. 

They \\'ere admittcd into Ilospital j a,ll<l ;j clays ullel 6 weeks after onset of 
symptoms. 

Trachoma. 'rile llllllllwr of llt'W CHH'S \\"a" ;jl) or "'holll 4(; \\"cre ill Mldta and 1:3 
III Oozo. This Il111lllwl' does not include thl' [",N':'S notified by the Eye Specialist con­
ducting the Tl'achollJa Campaign in Oozo. 

A. 

C;lS(,S 

Yell I' 
Nc\y 

1944 1 :3:~ 
1945 221\ 
1946 130 
1\-147 ?SB 
1948 :t34 
1\.)49 :'::.4-
IH50 41 
1951 55 
1952 G1 
195il 59 

'J'ABLE IX 

Trachoma Incidence 
(Malta and Gozo) 

Old 

B. 

Perioe!" 

128 Under 1 yenr 
I 1 1 1 
en 2 years 

133 il 
" 145 4 

6t-l 5 to 9 ~, 

H) 10 to 14 
.-

12 15 to 19 
I 1 :20 to 24 
il 25 to 29 .) 

ilO to 34 
~, 

il5 to 44 
" 4G & o\'er 

--- ---,-

'rotal ... I 

:\ew Cases in 1\);;3 

~lales Females 

3 
1 

10 4 
12 tJ 

II 
~ 2 

2 

2 
2 2 

42 17 
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'rHACH()1L\ IX ClOZO 

'rhe fight against trachoma in (+()ZO lias Iwell sllstained with successful results. 
It offers satisfaction to compare the 'incidence of the disease now with its prevalance 
t\venty years ago, wlwn the whole Island \vag infedecl, Then it was the exception to 
find a falllily ,dtog-ether free from traC'honm \Yl1el"{~a.s now the revel1Se holds good. 

\Veekly visits to the schoob, and periodica,l yisits to. Govel1lment Dispensaries 
were regulady carried out hy the Eye Specia.list throughout the year. 

Schools:- Til hIe X SI10\\'8 details of findings and analyses of trachoma cases. 
At the beginning of the year, there were 35 cases in all the schools, and by the end of 
tbe scholastic year, the llumber \\'as redur:ed to 42. 

On the re-opcn ing of schools, all school chi Idrell \yere examined, (4370 in all) alld 
hl1 ne\\' eases were discovered; by adding to this ilgure those cases outstanding from 
the previous year (42) alld deducting the number cured by the end of 1953 i.e. 15 
c:a,ses, we get the figure of 148 "'hich 'represents the number of cases remaining over 
at the end of l!);jH. 

Clinics:- DetajIs will be found in 'l',,,ble XI. Twenty five elilli{'s were held in 
a,1I, at which H37 adult patients attended; t;:l \\"ere foulld (:ured a'nd 486 remained 011 

the registers b,v the illst December, l%:l. 

Considerations:- fkrutiny of the figures shown III the relative tables reveal 
several interesting points. 

rL) Duration of treatment: '1'l1e a·\;el'agc <.:ase 01' trachoma is now taking a 
much longer time to get hetter, than did the r~ajority of eases in the earlier part of 
the campaign five years ago. '1'his is probably due to more than one 1'actor. First, 
it is obvious that we are now dealing with the more resistant cases. Secondly, 
resistance has probably deyeloped tow:mh the sulphonamides, This phenomenon, has 
been observed eJsewhere, and it is common to other drugs too. Its effeC':ts can only 
be overc:ome by changing the cllJ"atiYe agent, and in this instance, by h,wing ['ecourse 
to either aureomycin or terramyein. 1~ p to no\\' we have been using sulpha.cetamide 
drops but it is now generally recognized that sulphonamides act best in trachoma 
when given by mouth, and they should be reserved for those cases exhibiting resistance 
to the antibiotic:s mentioned above. 'l'heEye 8peeialist is at the moment engaged 
in experimenting with ac:hroll1yein eapsules and eh'ops, aml both are giving ecnouraging 
results, but as yet it is Loo early to give a. complete emluation of t.his modern method 
of treatment. 

b) 'l'be great majority 01' eases outstanding in school ehildren at the end of 
1953, were cases c1iscoYel'ed at the routine examination at the beginning of ea.ch 
scholastic year. Only oec:a.siol1ally an old case was found to 1)(" I'e-infected or rea.ctivated. 
This is an added C"onfirll1ation or lite t hOJ'OlI:,.dll1t'ss of trpatment and of the soundness 
of cri teria of cure. 

e) '1'he fifteen cases deelarec1 cured before tIle end of the past year, were 
lll1usually mild cases; there \\'as hardly enough time for t,he others to get cured, if 
one considers that the routine examination of all sehool children :was protracted well 
into November. 

el) Fewer dinies than usual \\'ere lleld, bec:ause tile Eye Speeiahst was away 
for a good part of the Summer with the vVorlc1 Health Organization. He has now 
been appointed on tile international panel of experts Otl 'rradJOIlIa of the W.H.O. 
Lately it has been obsen"ed that too fmy p<ttients attend these c:linics, [mel this is a 
matter for regret. 'rhe he,tlth \'isitors do their hest to rally round a good nnmber, but 
they come across several difficulties. There i's the question of transport;. many villages, 
like Xaghra. atld Nadllr, are spread ont, and though ycory few outlymg houses are 
further a.way than a Illile from the {'entre. a, person wisl1ing to \'isit all those on the 
trachoma, l'e'gister, to notify them of all imr>endillg clinie, Illust perforee cover several 
miles. 'J.'hen there is the question of indifference Oil the part of patients. lYlany of 
these are probably hy no\\" completely c'ured, hut failing an examination by the 
spec:ialist, thev remaill()nourregisters.Oeeasiona.lI;. we c:any out house to house 
yi"its. but SlH"ll ('annot he r<1lTie(l on l'eglllarly, Educat;oll of' the people on sanitary 
and l;ealth mat/ers, cannot fail to haye also a lwneficial effect on the trachoma situation, 
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e) rL'l'adlOllla in Gozo ill now well ill hand, but it i:; obvions that eradication 
of the disease must take severn! lllore ;renrs, pmvided of course that efforts are 
maintained ~Lt least a.t their present piteh. \'\ie are keeping a. constant and rel:!ula.r 
watch for trachoma in all the :;chools in (fozo, especially the primary sehools. Hecent 
experience has shown tha.t every year 1L fresh nop of' ease:; is uneoyered in the 
elementary&::hools, and if these {'«C:l"S are left untreated the situation would WOl''Sen 
in a short time. 

f) It'rolll a scientifit: angle hLst year's fignrec:, c:how tlmt the type of trachollla. 
most prevalent in the schools. was Tr. II. Pannus \\"1IS again not a, major feature of 
trachoma eases. On the other lU1nd, several eases were seen with typieal pannus, in 
whom no, h:nee of pa,st or present trachom:l could be deteeted. Eyidently too much 
stress has been laid in the past on the finding of pannus, as an essential requisite for 
making 11 diagnosis of fmc-homa. 

g) 'nle H:;sa·ult on tra{',llOlll<l IS a slow proCt~;;S, but \\'ith persevemnce there 
j,s no reason why it :;hould Hot slw(;eecl. 1 Itaye reason to hope that in the years to 
come the index of trachoma ill Gozo, will be persistently reduced until it ]'ellches the 
low figures normal on the continent of Enrop{". 

'rABLE X 

Incidence of Trachoma. & Conjunctivitis in school children during 1953 

School 

~ S ~ ~ 1 ~~ - _ _ _ - Conjunl1tivitis Foil. Conj. 
No. ~.~ Tr. ~ Tr ~ Tr. C ; ~ ' ___ ~___ _ __ 

Seen ~ .~ II Q., III Q., IV 0: g' 
.g 3 E ; gJ ~ (-) (+) (-) (+) 
~ Q., Q., i 0: ::L Pannus Pannus Pannus Pannus 

~-------------- -1-·-,---------

SADUR 

QALA 

. ~ I 
B~ ~ - - - - 1 2 3 4 
Girls 431 124 4 4 2 - 15 1 1 5 

Boys 82 
Girls ! 120 

5 2 -
G - -

2 -_. 4 
33' 4 

GHAJNSIELEM Boys! 102 =16 1 g .2 3 
2 6 

6 

XEWKIJA 

SANNAT 

VICTORIA 

XAGJoIRk 

KEROEM 

zEBBUG 

GHARB 

SAN LA \\'RENZ 

GHASRI 

Girls 1 180 

Bovs 'I 

Giils 

Mixedl 

Boys i 
Girls! 

B~ys i 
GIrls i 

}Iixedl 
I 

Mixed I 
. dl 

MlXe I 

Mixed I 
}Iixed: 

188 
370 

278 

32.3 
577 

250 
383 

215 

195 

2D 

80 

75 

2 -

- 2 2 - - 4 
5 120 (j 6 2 -

56 12 14 - 4 3 4 12 

135 

57 

H2 

2 
4 

4 
6 

3 

32 -

29 

11 

21 

1 

2 

2 -
4 - 4 

3 - 14 
- - 19 

2 - - - - 15 
5 - - 2 - B 

I 
1 1 1_ ,1 - 12 

1 

1----

12 

6 

8 

4 - 4 

I 

3 
4 

1 
4 

3 
4 

1 

i· 

2 

1 

2 

2 
1 
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TABLE XI 

Clinics held at Government Dispensaries in 1953 

Place 
Nnmber of 

Clini('s Number ~eell Number fonnd 
cured 

Number ~till 
on register 

-------1-------1---

Victoria' 

Xagllra 

Nlldur 

Qala 

Xewkija 

Sllnnat 

. i • 

5 'I 110 23 

4 80 12 

7 

I 
4 

2 

45 

63 

20 

10 

4 

2 

89 

76 

65 

90 

101 

34 

GhaJ'nsielem .. , 1 ,10 1 31 
i I 
I , i 

------ ------1-----i----:----- ------
" ' 

Total ... 337 50 486 

TABLE XIl. 

No. of cases examined during 1953 

"0 of ca~ps I JIJ 'J. of casps No. examined No. of Total 
School Janllan 19:)3 July 1953 Autumn 1953 new cases at end of 1953 , Autumn 1953 

------------- --j---I--- ---------

~AnUR Bo\'s 1 I 1 309 5 6 
Girls 2 1 .431 9 9 (1 cured) 

QALA Bovs 2 2 82 5 7 
Gias 5 4 120 13 15 (2 cured) 

GHAJNSIELFlM Boys 2 - 102 6 6 
Git:!s A 6 180 10 14 '(2' cured) 

XEWKIJA Boys - - 188 4 4 
Girls 10 10 370 8 14 (4 cured) 

SAKNAT Mixrd 10 8 278 24 30 (2 cured, 

VICTORIA Bo\'s 1 - 32.'3 4 4 
'.{lrIs .5 4 577 10 12 (2 cured) 

X,\GHHA Bo\'s 1 1 250 4 4 (1 cured) 
Girls H ~ 383 10 12 

KIl:R(;EM Mixed 2 2 215 '4 5 (1 cured) , 
zRBBUt", Mixed - 1 - 195 1 1 

I 
GHAHB Mixed 1 - 212 2 2 

SA~ L.-\'WRF:~Z Mhrd 2 1 80 .2 3 

GHASRI l\lixed - - 75 - -- ----- ------- ----
Total ... 55 42 4,370 121 t48 (15 cured) 

i 
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Leprosy. 'l'he number of leper patients notifipd dlll'ing the yea.r was 11 (6 males 
and 5 females). The age and spx distribution i." "lioWI1 i tI Table XIII. 

The nllmbei· of notified eases <1l1l'ing the last ten yeal's is giwn in 'l'ahle XIV. 

'l'ABLE XIV 

Ma.les 
FemaleR 

Total 

Oases notified during 1953 and nine preceding years 

1944 I 1945 : 1946 1 1947 ! 1948 11949 1950 I 1951 

~'-,-6-!-6- -=-:-W--7-1-1O-61 4 
41~) ':I 3 7i 5 6 1 

1U \-15-:--4-1113·j-14iJ:f.- 12 5 

1952 1953 

9 6 
5 5 

14 11 

There are at present 153 cases of leprosy known in these Islands. Table XV 
explains the type of the disease. 

In-Patients :-

Out-Patient.~ ;-

TABJ..JE !XV 

Type of Hansen's Disease 
:\fales 

Malta 
Gozo 

Total 

58 
3 

.61 

15 
16 

92 

li'elllult's 

21 
5 

26 

16 
19 

61 

(1) The nature of the disease in these patients is as follows :­
IJepromatous, 74 (51 males, :3:; ('emales) 
Indetenninate, 8 (6 males, 2 females) 
Major Tuberculoid, 1 female 

Total 

87 (1) 

31 (2) 
35 (3) 

153 

Burnt out cases at the St. Vincent r1e Paul Hospital, 4 males. 

(2) These patients were discharged at rcquest and the nature of the disease 
is as follows:-

Lepromatous, 27 (13 males, 14 females) 
Indeterminate, 4 (2 males, 2 females) 

(3) These patients are suffering from the Tuberculoid' form of the disease and 
are all "old" out.patients. 
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VENEREAIJ DISRASES 

Venereal di5eases were Dever prevalent in our Islands and lD eompal'lson with 
neighbouring countries, the incidence is very 10"-. 

The number of new patients during the year was ~)6 (62 males and 34 females) as 
against 124 (78 males and 46 females) for the previous year. Of these 8 were treated a& 
in-patients (4 males and 4 females). 

In-patients. The. lllilllher oj" in-patients treated during th(' :-eHl' lS (letailed III the 
following table :-

Diagnosis 
-----------------
Syphilis second&rv 
Syphilis tertiary' 
GonOJrhoea apute 
Gonorrhoea chronic 
Non-specific urethritiR 

, , 

1 ___ i\_Ia_I,e_s ____ Fel~l_e_s __ • ___ '_1'ot<,1 

I 
2 

4 

2 3 
1 

, 2 
! 1 1 

i ___ =--__ i ___ l __ 

! 4 8 

i 

Out-patients. The following lS the classif'lcation oj" tlw llt'W patients. 

. Diagnosis 

Syphilis primary 
Syphili!'! secondary 
Syphihs tertiary • 
Syphilis congenital 
Chancroid 
Gonorr11Oea acute 
Gonorrhoea chronic 
Non-sppcific uretbritis 
Verrucae ... 
Vu!vo.vaf(initis ... 
ObservatIOn for Venereal Disease ... 

Males I Females I 'f ota! 
1-------,-------1-----

1 i - , 1 
9 i 2 I 11 
112 

1 1 
1 1 

18 12 80 
6 4 10 
n 1 10 
3 3 

1 1 
14 12 26 

62 i----s4-- ---~iG-­
I 

'rhe source of illfet:tioll was as<.:el'iailled in the follO\\'illg C-<l:;es only:- contractell 
abroad 13; :;treet-girls 21; prostitution ]L1; friends 1'; llll:;band :\; llnknown 2; conge­
nital 1; mother 1; wife 1. 

r1'l1e oC{'upatioll of the patiellt" j" shown hereunder :- barmaids 23; labourers 22 ; 
seamen 19; engaged ill trade 7; hOllsewiyt's 7; transport 4; unemployed 4; different 
oCC"llpations (one eaeh) IO. 

;l9 of these \l(j patients reported at 11](' ('linic of their own accord, 12 were remitted 
by private practitioners, 10 c-ame fl'om other llospital \\'ards, 9 \vere submitted by 
District Medica! Officers, 7 were referred hy the Medical and Health Department 
under the Y.}). Regulatiolls, () \\'ere JlNSllildcd by the same Department to present 
theillsel\'e:; for exalllinatiol1, (i were referred by the Criminal Investigation Department, 
6 hy the Shipping a,<:teneies. and 1 by the Port -:'[pdical Officer. 



'I'uberclljosis ill :Malta is ullder cOlltrol awl tlIp preYH,lellCe of the disease ii:\ not 
alar,milll,!'; it is certainly not IliglH>l' than ill other ciyilised countries. The llJeans for 
examination, trea tlll€llt, obseryat iOIl and follO\\'inl,!' np of patients and contacts an~ 
adequate. vVhat is lacking is a lliodern hospital in wbich the benefits of space, diYers­
iOllal occupatiolls alld othel' <lllleni.ti("s IIIn,\" he t:'Il.ioyed by the patients. 

Control: A toUd of (i,I)\J() persons atlenc1('(1 for Ille(lieai examination at the dlGst 
dinic of whom 707 WNe contacts of the ] Ti llew casei:\ of pnllllonal'y tuberculosis and 
of the 54 of eXira-pulmonary tllhercnlo,.;is notified (luring tlIe year. J;) of tIlt' contacts 
were found to be su/l'erillg frOlI! open pldlllollary tuberculosis :lIld WE're either referred 
to the out-patiellt cbest !:lillie 01' remitted as in-patients to the ('onlJallght Hospital for 
tuberculosis. 'rwelve -ehildl'en belonging to conta·ct families were found with active 
prima.ry intra-tlion1eic tllberenlosis, nlOsO,' primary cOlllplexes and \\"pre treated at 
the chest elinie. 

Case finding surveys \\'pre carried out alllollg'st 4:HU prospediH:) emigrants, 48 of 
whom, were suhseqnently referred to the chest dinic for cliuical and laboratory inves­
tigations. 4::l9 other persons \\"ere X-rayed for the chpst prior to taking up ell1Ipoyment 
vvith Government. TIlt:' oecupatiolls of these per~OIlS is given in 'l'able XXXI\'. Six 
were diagnosed as slIiTpring from active tnberculosis of the IUllg, \\'hilst in most of the 
other cases ('nkif1catioll am] residual scars, lllostly of fibrotic tissue clue to former 
tuberculous lesions, 'H'rc discoyered. :'IIany of these cases \\'ere unaware that they 
ever harbonl'ed the disea»e which IllUst haH' healed olTspolltalleusly at a later date. 

B.C.G. Campaign: The B.'C.(;. vaccinatioll c'<lnq>aign agaim;t tul>el'culosis which 
started in April HJ52 is proceeding satisfactorily. In ]\);)2 owing to an out-break of 
poliomyelitis during tile 1II0nt1l of l\Iay, \"acl'ination lwd to be discontillend for a period 
of 8 weeks. No such ilwidents occurred this year so that the number of persons tested 
and irnmunised is higher than tllnt of last .rpar hy ~l\J:i(i and 277:l respectiyely. 

No I\och phenomena or otheJ'l"Olllplicatiolls were oi;s('l'yc<1 all10ng the recipients 
of B.O.G. vaccine during the preyiOllS year and this record 11:1,.; heen maintained during 
the campllign in l%B. 

Since the year 19[jOwhell ]3. C. G. r<ll"cinHtioll \\as a.ttelll pted for the first time in 
this island by an expert N01"\yegian team. under the au~pices of the International Tu­
berculosis Campaign no cases of ])ul111onar;' or extra-pulmonary tul>erc:ulosi" amongst 
tile immunised population haye so far hec~n notified. It. is illlportant to point out this 
achievement in relation to the faet that although the itlcidence of tuberculosis has 
somewhat declined ill recent years, the decrease bas been relatively slo\\' when com­
pared to the fast deelin€ ill thE' ley<:,l of thp ll1()rtalit~, rate already reached. 

Mortality: III the last t\m years modern treatmpnt has redul'ed mortality to eAell 
beyond the leyel of the most optilllistic.: forecast. III ('OllllllOn \\'itll other conntrieti 
Malta is now heing faenl \fitll a new problem hecause this gap bet-ween the rates of 
incidence and death appears to he 'widpning more and more eyery year and therefore 
society haH to cope \yith the hnnlen of an increasing llnrnher of morbid cases. 

To j"(>(luCB furtlIer tht~ incidell('e rate no hetter prospeds are enri"aged a.part frolll 
the wider applicatioll of B.C.CL illJ;1I1l1l1isatioll, \yhich incidentally is the only effective 
pl"ophyladi<.:. lIlea,sure a.yaihtble loeally for protec·tion a;.;'ainst tU]Jl>J'('uloui:\ infectioll. 'I'he 
memhers of contacts' families are in pa.rticular encouraged to undergo the tuberculin 
test, (I·nel the non-readms imlllllllisec1. Infants of tuberculous families \\"ho are still 
under on I,' yen]' are not ex(".epted and, un(ler c'(,J'tain ("ol1(litioJ]s, sudl as temporary 
isolation from their infectiYe SUlTOllll<lings, they are also saTely Yaccinatec1. Incidentally 
a c.hild of foUl' months has he en snccessfl1ll~' illlJl111nisecl at the Clinic this year. 

Hecent investigations with B. C.G. yacci Ill' as a means to increase resistance 
ag'ainst leprosy are still ill the experimental stage. It has been observed however, that 
after vaceination cOIlYersions frOll! I..Jepromin negatiye to Lepromin positive are very 
frequent. '\Vhethel' these artificially induced conversions haye also induced any degTee 
of imneunity against the disease has not been yet definitely aseertailled but if the pre­
ventive value is eonfirme<1 13.(' .(~. vac{;ine ma~r in futnre he considered as another 
prophylactic measnre ill the eontrol af leprosy. 
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During the period c;ovel'ing ':3J Illonths bet\\'eell tile 1st April 1952 when the 
present campaign was i:itartec1 up to the elld of 1953 the total number of persons tested 
was 19,534 and of these 7,629 non-readors rec;eived the vaccination. These figures are 
not very i,mpressive \\'hen C"omparecl \\'it1J ;'54.:328 and ;38,681 for the first campaign 
(l\tIarch-J line 1 \}j()) bll tat the t illle the fH"lcl \\'ork ''''lS i:iharecl among six vaccination 
tealllH, 

'1'118 proportion of vaccinated per::;ons C"ol1lpared to the totaJ population of the 
island is 14.50% ,,,hieh is still rather lovy. Besides a good percentage of the early 
1'eeipiults (11' \'uc;eillt' are expl'ded to hel'()n\{~ negaliye 1'e\'ertel'i:i in tlle immediate 
years ahead, and tllesl' lIlW;t he rptested and e\'entl1ally n('eina.ted all over again. 

It is felt that til(" call1paign should he intensified, but on the other hanel it is 
somewhat c1iffi,cult for one team to ('oyer the two islands and in spite of hard work 
the team ca,nnot be expedecl to illlpro\'e lI\uch further 011 tht' present figures for apart 
from incidental rec'llI'rent epidemi{'s \yllieh ma,\' sudclenl~' interfere with the work in 
progress, it "'I~ IJp(,lI found impossihle, (lwing to Ow t'xce~siw ht'at of the summer 
months to k(~pp tile U'Ulll '''01'l\ing in tile field for t,he \yhole year ,round. 'In fad the 
campaign lws to be stopped fot' a period of two lIIonths eyer:' year in the interest of 
the staff tlJ('lw"l\'('~ and also of tlit, children "'lio will he enjoying' the slimmer holidays. 

Home visIting: 1490 homes of ('ontad families lmve heen yisited by the 8anita,ry 
Inspectors attached to the chest clinie. The eOllclitiollS obtaining in previous years still 
call for further improvement. Ollt of the ]77 eases notified illis year, 96 cases (54.0%) 
could !lot afl'ol'(1 to sleep in a separate ht'd-roolll. 'flie efl'ed~ of the honsing shortage 
is still being feH by that section of the population wlliell is ('olllposed nminly of 
families ,,,itlt limited financial llwans. 'l'llere i~ rea SOil to Ilope. howewr, that in the 
not dista,nt 1'Ilture as more hon:;e~ become available this Iligldy dest'l'ving elass of 
societ.y shall be given the necessary priority to obtain the adequatt' and ltlort' h:'gienie 
Rccol1111lodatioll which they so badly need, 
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Number ot Pulmonary Tuberculosis cases alive on 31. 12. 53 
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Distribution of New Oases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis by District. 

Districl 

---------- ---

MALTA 

Atl!',,1 
Ba,lz:tn 
B'kam 
n'IJUga 
Co~piclln 
DIng-Ii 
FI"nana 
Gnacgnur 
Gnaxaq 
Cudja 
( ;iira 
Hamrun 
Kalkar:t 
Kirl;op 
Liia 
Lu,p 
~I:trsn 
Me/lidi" 
M~n" 
Most.a 
:\Iqabu:t '" 
:'Ibida Piela 
Naxxar 
QorUli 
Q'endi 
Rabat 
~·afi '" 
St. Jlliinns 
St. Paul's Bn\' 
Senglea ..-
Siggiewi 
SliellIn ., 
TarxielljPawla 
Valletta 
'?i,t()riosn 
~;\hbnr/~l'~bla 
Zeitllni\!'Xlokk 
~ej,l>ug 
Zurrieq 

GOZO:-

Victoria 
Glipin,jeleIll 
Gliarl' 
Chasri 
Ker(:elll 
Nadur 
Qala 
San Lawrenz 
Sanna! 
Xnghra 
Xewkija 
,.ebbu~ 

Total Malta 

Total Gozo 

Total both Islan,1s 

Cases 

i -.,-------, --I 
I 

I 
2 I 

10 

3 

2 

5 
17 

2 

4 

9 

2 

6 

2 

2 

IS 
17 
20 

4 
.:; 
9 
4 
3 

4 

Population 

2.54 1 

2,395 
17,770 
4. 802 
7,835 
1,606 
5,7 tJ 
1,866 
2,853 
1,700 
8,90 5 

18,643 
2,222 
1,122 

2,345 
5,19 1 

13. 853 
4.404 
2.256 
7, SIr, 
2.13 1 

9.818 
3,994 

14.996 
2,234 

14.939 
695 

6,3S8 
3.502 
4, 089 
4,903 

24. 0 99 
19,758 
18,806 
3,454 

12,3c7 
13. 2 53 
7,90 4 
6.328 

0,5 22 

1, 81 9 
1.301 

41)9 
1,2S5 
4,153 
I,S81 

569 
1,6-15 
4,133 
3,206 
1,281 

: 
I 

I 
i 

0'4 
08 
0'5 
O'l 

0'3 

0" J 

0'3 
0'5 
0'5 
08 
09 
0'8 
0'1 

0'3 
06 

0'2 

01 

0' ] 

0' 3 
0'2 

0'4 
0,6 
0,8 
1·6 
I'] 
0,6 
0,6 
0'5 
0'4 

'50S 

0'2 
0'5 

0'3 

-. ,·_--_·------1--
7 28,261 0'24 

-------- -- ~--,--- ---, 

0'55 
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'rABLE XVIII 
Incidence of new cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis by sex and age 

Age Pcrio Is Male; Fe,nnle. Total 

0 5 years 
6 10 

3 
1 1 

7 4 

II 20 12 17 29 
21 30 23 18 41 
31 40 23 9 32 
41 50 13 9 22 
51 60 19 II 30 
61 70 and over 

~~-_-=~.==~==- 1-'~t=al_--_-_~=[-_-_-_-__ -I_O-IO_4-_-_-_-_-= ,: -~-=J=-~ ,:~~~= 
'1'ABLE XIX 

Incidence of new cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis by month 

Months Males Females I Total 

·---------1------- - 1----
January 13 4 I 17 
Fe; luury 9 4 13 
March 6 4 10 
April 5 6 II 
May 12 4 16 
June 6 2 8 
July 7 12 19 
August 16 II 27 
September 9 8 17 
O~tober ... J I II 22 

November 4 4 !) 

D=~ 6 J 9 
----------1--------------------------

Total 104 73 177 

- ------- --------,---

TABLE XX 
Mortality by age periods from Pulmonary Tuberculosis 

Age Periods :\hles Females Total 

o 5 years 
6 10 

II 20 
21 30 5 4 9 
31 40 7 5 12 
41 50 5 5 
51 60" 
61 70 and over 

-------_. -- -------
5 [I 6 
4 2 I 6 
-------- -->-- ,------_._-

____ -__ ~ __ I ___ ~ _______ I1 _____ .I __ ~ __ _ 

J vnunry 
t' ebruury 
Mnn:h 
April 
May 
June 
Jllly 
August 
September 
October .. _ 
November 
December 

TABLE XXI 
Mortality by month from Pulmonary Tllberculosis 

Months Males Females Totd 

--------1----------._-. 

3 
3 
3 
4 
2 

• 2 

3 
1 

2 

2 

2 

5 
4 
5 
4 
2 

I 

2 

3 
2 

3 
- 5 ' 6 

2 I 2 
------------------------[--------Total 27 I I i 39 

~ ________________________ ---------1----- - -



TABLE XXII 

Analysis of Oases and Dea~hs from Pulmonary Tuberculosis 

Estimated 
Year Population 

at end of year 
Cases 

Notified 

Case-rate I Death-rate 
per 1000 I No. of Deaths i per 1000 

39 

Population I i Population 
-----!_. ---!-----

1947 
'9-18 
194~ 
1950 

195 1 

195 2 

1953 

3U 3·9(lg 
305,99 1 

3 10.985 
3 11 ,973 
312.146 
3 16.61 9 
3'7. 2 48 

220 

202 

228 

208 

'7 1 

146 
177 

0·72 

0.66 
0·73 
066 
054 
o. t6 
0·55 

TABLE XXIll 

161 

104 
97 
8:1 
68 
34 
39 

. Monthly notification of Pulmonary Tuberculosis 

0.5 2 

0·34 
0.3 1 

027 

0.21 

0.09 
0.12 

~~-i Jan. Feb. March April I :\Iav I June July I Aug. Sept. :,' 0,,, : N"~ Doe.! Tot~ 
1917 . . .. I 14 17 I 1-1 21 I' 28 ,24 28 117 22 10 1 10 20 2i0 
19-18 ... I 15 10 17 18 15 17 27 18 20 I 13 19 15 204 
19-19 ... 16 10 18 20 23 12 22 27 27 16 17 20 228 
1950 ... 9 20 I' 17 15 16 17 22 I 30 14 20 16 12 2O'i 
1951 ... 15 12 19 13 I 14 10 17 19 16 11 I 19 7 172 
19ii2 ... 6 13 14 8 8 I 14 24 13 II 1,1 III 10 146 
1950 ... I 17 13 I 10 I 11 I lfl 1 8 19 I 27 i 17 ! 22 8 9 177 

TABLE XXIY 

An analysis of the sources of notification of new cases 

Fnlm Hospitals 

Frol\] Private Practitioners 

From Chest Clinic - Ce'ltral Hospital 

From H.M's Services 

From Examinc>tion of Prospective Emigran Is 

54 

79 

7 

6 
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TABLE XXV 

Synopsis of occupation of cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 1953 

Occupation 

Asst, Apothecary 

Barmen 

Basket maker 

Boiler maker 

Breadmakers 

Butcher 

Cm'penters 

Cattle-shed attendants 

Children 

Clerks 

Domestic servants 

Electrician 

Pitters 

Pactory girls 

Parmers 

General labourers 

Girls employed on home duties 

Hawkers 

Hospital Attendants/Nurses 

House\yives 

Masons 

NIerch:mts 

Milkman 

Motor DriYers 

Old age pensioners 

Plasterers 

Policeman 

Refuse collectors 

Rhop assistants 

Shoelllakers 

Shipwrights 

Rervicemen 

Ste\\'aJ'c1s/Canteen Managers 

Stoker 

Store houseman 

Tailors 

Teaders, sellOol ehildrE'l1 /students 

Telephone operator 

Unemployed 

vVaiters 

Watclunan 

\Vashenrom a 11 

Number 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 
] 

4 
2 

6 

4 

1 

8 

2 

4 

15 
20 
2 

33 

3 

2 

1 

2 

7 

2 

1 
2 

2 
2 

R 

2 

:I 

1 

2 

7 

1 

11 

2 

J 

1 



Ilionth 

January 
}'dJrllrtry 
Maldl 
April 
May 
JUlle 
Jnly 
August 
8epte11lilcl' 
()ctober 
N ovellloer 
])ef'eI110er 

Attendance at Contacts' Clinic 
Males 

28:2 
246 
287 
:207 
211 
1:23 
2el9 
2H 
23;:3 
307 
2/27 
200 

---
Total 2,SlC> 

---

'J'ABL1-; xx \-11 
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Felllaies 

351 
2D;j 
325 
'276 
~l3'2 

24'2 
368 
31)7 
340 
BelO 
440 
368 

---
4,074 
---

Number of Cases of Non-Respiratory and Non-Intrathoracic Tuberculosis during 1953 

TllherC'ulosis 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,-
" 

Size of falliilies 
visited 

o/' 

" 

" 
" 

" 

8 families of J person 

12 falH lies of 2 per~ions 

26 fallJilie5 of 3 pe",!Os 

18 families of 4 persons 

36 families of per,,"ns 

J 5 families f 7 pel sons 

10 families of 9 periOns 

5 families ot I c persons 

10 families of J J persons 

2 families of 13 persons 

J family of q persvns 

tlw ::'II t'llillgC'S a I1c1 C.X .8. ... 

" 
1ll1(';o;( inc,;, ]'eri(oJ1('lllIl c\: 

" 
l~ollc,; '" 

.J oi])(,; 

" 
Yertebral Colulllll 

" 
IJylll plwtic t5ystelll 
Genito-Urinrtry t5ystelll 
Pleurisy 

., l)rimary Complexes 
Oral c<l\'ity 

" 
Larynx 

TABLE XXVIII 

::'11("';01 Jieri c- (;]a IlcL; 

Total 

II) 
J 
() 

4 
>1 
3 
el 

J2 
1 
1 

54 

Home visiting - Environmental Figures 

49 

50 

3 1 

14 

13 

Size of home 
visited 

2 room:.:. 

" 3 

" 4 

" 5 

(, 

" 7 

Roum 
nccom! )(btio i 

_

_ Hed ___ ii, S . , nCCOm"dn~>ll I • anItal1flll 

1 

So patients have 9S patients have 
their OWl) rl)(,nl their own bed 

2 ,,° 0 dirt)' 

(17 patients have i 79 patients h"ve 
no f{)uIll no bed 

of their OWI1l of their 0\\ n 
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Attard ... 
Balzan ••. 
Birkirkara 
Biriebbuga 
Cospicua 
Dingli ... 
Floriana 
Gharghur 
Ghaxaq .. . 
Gudja .. . 
GZira 
Hamrun 
Kalkara 
Kirkop ... 
Lija 
Luqa 
Marsa 
Mellieha 
Mgarr .. . 
Mosta .. . 
Mqabba 
Msida ... 
Naxxar 
Pawla 
Qormi .. . 
Qrendi .. . 
Rabat .. . 
Safi 
5t Julian's 
St. Paul's Bay 
Senglea ... 
Siggicwi 
Sliema ... 
Tarxien 
Valletta 

District 

MALTA 

Vittoriosa " 
Labbar & M'Skala .. . 
Zebbug .. . 
it'jtun & M 'Xlokk .. . 
iurrieq ,,' 

Total 

Ghajnsielelll 
Gharb ... 
Ghasri ... 
Kercem 
Marnlforn 
Mgarr 
Nadur 
Qala 
Rabat 
San Lawrenz 
Sannat .. . 
Xaghra .. . 
Xewkija 
tebbug 

Total 

GOZO 

Total both Islands 

TABLE XXIX 

3 
4 
4 
:I 
:I 

Home visits 

:2 

2 

5 
3 
3 

2 

3 
3 4 

3 
4 3 
I! ~ 

2 

3 

3 
3 
5 
:1 
1 
2 

I 
2 
5 
6 
2 

6 

3 
5 
6 12 

2 8 
5 5 
2 I 
3 I 

2 

3 

4 
2 

2 

2 

3 3 2 

4 l 
10 10 

I I 3 -+ 8 
5 10 20 10 7 

2 6 4 4 
I 2 

9 IO 
4 1 

2 2 3 
4 2 
:2 I 

5 

3 
I 

3 
3 

3 2 
:2 3 

:2 

3 3 
2 

7 6 
3 2 

3 1 6 
7 4 
8 <I 

2 

3 3 2 4 3 
2 I :2 

2 3 2:) I 2 

2 

:2 522 6 I 2 

6 7 9 10 13 II 16 10 5 
356566885 

3 4 5 2 

3 5 8 (, 7 3 
36242 Z 2 

.. 5 -+ 2 2 .' 
2 4 6 I 

642 264 3 
25364 I 12 

9 9 8 12 20 15 I 3 I 0 

642 3579 
6 10 l:> 12 10 10 9 13 2 

l I 13352 J 6 
) 3 62 589 6 :1 
1 4 3 4 6 2 
:I 2 452113 

2 3 5 I i 4 1 I 

I
" '" '"7 "5 "5 • 58 i '64 ! .(;, >0' 

1

".iI2 I ...... 3! ... 12 I 

I 3 2 

I 

3 

2 

I ... i 
I 4! 5 

I .0. 

I ' 

Ii 

2 

9 
2 

2 

3 

2 

7 
8 
I 

2 

6 
6 

2 

7 

6 

2 

2 

I 

6 
I 

16 

9 
6 

I 

6 
3 

If) 
I I 

4 

) 

4 

3 

2 
:2 
2 

3 
3 

2 

3 
6 

2 

2 

2 

I 

I 

7 8 
2 

II 6 
2 2 

:I! 4 

Total 

17 
22 
62 
36 
35 
10 

20 

13 
II 
16 
47 

110 

25 
15 
33 
36 
So 
q 
4 

26 
9 

28 
29 
97 
61 
19 
38 
22 
22 
13 
36 
28 

122 

40 

113 
29 
62 
26 

I 21 

2 18 
---'--1--
~ _~!!~11435 

I I 

I 

3 
5 

3 
4 
I 

14 

..~ I 
.. I I , .. ! I 

I :: .:: .. : kr: .,: '[ .,: I,,: ,,: i"~ :: i ~: 1,4:: 

G 
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Results of B.C.G. vaccination during 1953 (Malta) 

'\ PIRQUET TUBERCI]UN TESTING 

'TESTED POSITIVE i NEGATIVE NOT.READ 
DISfRICT 

E.C.G. VACCINATION 

GIVEN NOT,GIVEN 

___________ 1-11 ,I F 1\1 F M M 

Luqa 

Mqab\.,a 

Senglea 

Kalk:;c, 

~l ellieha 

(;ospicua 

Floriana 

Mgarr 

AlLert T Wn 

St. Edward's College 

Bish,I"s S minar), 

St. Paul's Bny 

"awla 

Vallet;a 

Mosta 

N~x.ar 

Valletta Pdvule School. 

Gharghur 

Pi,-ta 

St. Venera 

58 

[06 

234 

222 

45 

45 

720 

491 

220 

109 

134 

232 

321 

51! 

459 

3[3 

43 

912 

130 , 207 

316 293 

34 

21 

94 

"3 

166 

II 

24 

32 

345 

287 

67 

55 

19 

37 

88 

43 

119 

21 9 

In 

23 2 

22 

23 

44 

26 

61 

75 

14 

105 

71 

215 

[ 18 

21 

12 

68 

293 

220 

177 

I 

43 

44 

86 

75 

179 

74 

20 

245 

50 

208 

10 

47 

35 

20 

57 

51 

47 

27 

61 

60 62 

5' 4 

22 

137 

85 

42 

15 

24 

15 

30 

20 

108 

88 

35 

2 

32 

IS 

7 

37 

102 

21 5 

26 

20 

12 

21 3 

197 

25 . 

37 

86 

74 

[79 

1I2 I 

73 

80 

37 

19 

I 12 

35 1 

130 

3 

4 

4 

3 

7 

5 

3 

i 
I 

1 I 

7 

2 

2 

.11 

2 

2 

TOT.-\'L 

I 
I 

15'~~~ 1~'430 I 
2,081; 

1
2,5 07 

I 
12 _ 793 

. i 

)03 I,.,,; I~:,-I~;-I-~I 710 

Total Dumber of persons TESTED 11,735 

" POSITIVE REACTORS 5,022 

" pers( ns VACCINATED .. , 5,201 

" NEGATIVE REACTuRS & NOT \'ACCINATEI> 99 

" pe.sons with Ii NO I··R~~AD TE, l' 1,41J 
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Vaccination by District during 1950 & 1953 showing percentage 
of protected persons (Malta) 

~(). of T~,((',l 
Pcr~onf 

\' ;!n.;in;1ted \. acein"ted 
District Pel --ons FOHnd 1'.!Jgil)le 

in in T"lal 
Jill' \'ucci(,atcd Registelcd P()~jtl\'e 

Vaccinal ion 1'):;0 1953 
---.---- ------ ----- ------ -~------ -------,----
l.nga ... 1.700 226 1,480 599 32 6 'I .1 
\i(pbha 1,0')·1 98 906 .po 74 4S+ 
Sellgle~ 1,0t)3 R37 1,0,6 .120 ISS 60g 
Knlbm I) 27u 5.!3 75, 500 I..p 651 
;'II elIielin 2,·lS4 449 2,0,5 77 ! 394 1, 165 
Co'p ella 3·4~~2 7Q2 2,7.")r) 8j6 229 1, 08 5 
Florian" 2J>Z() S7r} 2.04·1 -l0o !37 537 
:'Ilgarr (\l:tlth) I,57 S 4-l'J 1, I /.9 728 IH S7 2 
Al)lcrt TO,I'1l .. 1 1 63 6; 
SI. Patti's Bn)' 675 179 854 
1"11'1" '" i··P'i 5, 1.,),15 6,;8 2,633 
Valletta 7.S6 ; 6·4i5 1,33') 567 I,9c6 
~I() In .. 3 0('7 4 2 7 3,2.1 0 970 796 1,766 
Naxxaf ! ,~}jCJ 261 I./O!} 20 0 

,,1 4S S 761 
(;hargnut <)06 91 ;';1; 22') 3SI 610 
I'i~t;\ ... 1.4 68 I Sf) I. J 12 40S 208 616 
St. Y Clle", 1,7:-'7 2~7 1.500 26~ 387 65 1 
--------- ---~~-- ._------- -~- ---------- ------

Total 
, 

~L3, !~) ) 8.53 2 34,601 lo,SS7 5 016 15,893 

'l'ABLE XXXll 

Result of B.O.G. Vaccination in Malta by Year of Birth 

Ye;1r T~sled P{)~iti\'e NV H ;1tive 
" 

V nccinated 

--- -

IY5 2 130 1 0 

.1 9 2 Sil 

{(lSI '1.;0 47 350 342 
1950 55 1 SS ~43 435 
194') iIS 137 4S S 476 

I94S 77~ 225 42') 426 
1<)47 7Y4 ?'~ 

~."I 401 424 
!946 930 4~'l ~3S 
1945 'is,; 450 Hi 
1944 954 39i B·I 4 13 
1943 ()09 )29 2;';5 279 
I<)_P 607. 261 23+ 22S 

iY4 1 6,S 2<)'.' 21 5 206 
19.;0 65 1 314 23-l 22S 

]1)39 542 2jX 1 5~ 1 SO 
193 K 4 11 2';~ 103 102 
1937 345 I7ii 9::i 95 
1936 240 If { 70 60 
1')35 101 7S 59 5£1 
1934 122 8- 32 33 ) 

18 I~ 1933 <)} 30 
193 2 7, 79 17 17 
193 1 60 57 19 18 
\')30 57 "7 16 16 
\9 2 9;'25 241 Iq2 55 5-l 
'92 4/20 245 144 61 56 
19 19/ 15 102 100 16 IS 
19 14;10 62 7 I 19 17 
1')°9·'05 2S 6j 5 5 
190 4;00 IS ('i [ 

Age unkn~rwn 54 51 24 2$ 

To(;d 11,680 5,0;;6 5. 26S S.ISO 

-----~- --~~---______ I __ ---

01 
10 

~--

42.5 
534 
57 ·5 
S6.05 
57. 2 

39· 7 
26.2 
76·3 
43-7 
57·3 
45· 5 
29·4 
545 
44·5 
74. S 
46 .9 
43·4 
---

48.8 
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TABLE XXXIII 

Result of after investigation of persons vaccinated in 1950 

District I Number Negative 0' Positive 
I 

% 
I Re-Tested 10 

---~-- - -----1 
Lnqa ,., ... I 97 7 1 73'1 26 26'9 

Mqabba 
I ... ... I 71 42 59'1 29 4°'9 

Sen:,;lea , .. ... 136 45 33'0 9 1 67'0 

K:ll~ara , .. . .. 193 45 :.13'3 I4S 76 '7 

l\lellietla : 265 151 56 '9 1I4 43'1 .. . .. : 

CMpicna , .. ". 27° 51 IS,S 21 9 81 '2 

Floriana .. ... I 157 31 19'7 126 80'3 
I 

lIJgarr ... 294 
I 

127 43'2 167 56 '8 

Albert Town ... 6 3 5°'0 3 5o'0 

St. Edward's College: 3° I 
3 10'0 27 9°'0 

Bishop's Semi nary I - - - - -

::it. Paul's Bay .. , 
J 

26: 86 32'1 175 67'9 
I 

l'awla .. . .. 
I 

401 64 15'8 337 84'2 

Valletta ... .. 407 59 14'4 348 85'6 

Mosta ... ... 300 213 7 1'0 87 29'0 

Naxxar ... .. , 142 98 69'0 44 3"0 

Valletta Pri-ale Seh. i - - - - . -

Ghargour ... ... 126 /08 85'7 18 14'3 

Pieta . '. ... I I j 

i 
86 74'7 29 25'3 

St. \-enera ... ... I 38 I 27 71'0 I I 29'0 

. _!'~tal_... f -= 3,3
0
9-=I=- 1. 31°-= ----- -----------

39'6 '.999 604 
-------- --.-- '-------

TABLE XXXIV 

X-Ray examination of persons prior to their employment in Government service 
or to their admission into private institutions 

Tea-chers 
Massage and Physiothera.py 8ist~r 

Nurses and Hospital Attendants 
Cooks 
Motor Dri vers 
Police Constables 
Employees at l\hlta PO\yer House (Ta' Oejlu) 
Admissions of children into Institutions 

Persons joining Religious Orders:­
Priests and Monks 
Nuns 

243 

1 

1 
B 

86 
15 
54 

2 

5 

439 
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III. CHILD HEALTH SERVICE 

'l'11e tota.l llUlllbel' of Ji\ie-births 1'oJ' the n'al' 1\15,) was H,U77 of which "_L(jGl wcre 
nudes :md 4,;-n6 were 1'ema-les. The birth r;~te \\-:1s ~0.~U. 

The total number of still-birth::; was HiS as "gainst 2'21 last year, giving a mte 
of 2.05 and 2.H4 for both years. 

The total number of (Ienth::; 1I11long t:hildren under 5 years was 625 as agaimit 
750 in the previous year; a-ge distribution of these deaths is ,shown in the following 
table. 

'fABLE 'XXXV 

Age distribution of deaths in children under 5 years 

Under I year includinC" 
1 month .-

Ullder 1 month Over 1 year 
under 5 years 

--------------1---------------- ----------

308 43 

Neonatal Deaths. Of the 5o~ infa-llts (lying ill the fin;t year of life no less than 
308 occurred in the first 4 weeks of life; more babies died in the first month of life than 
in the subsequent eleven months. The number of a08 shows an increase of 2 deaths 
over last year's figures. The respediYe rates in the neonatal period for this year's and 
last is 34.30 and 33.46. 

Dnder 1 week I 
I 

TABLE IXXXVI 

Neonatal deaths by weekly periods 

1 and under 
2 -weeks 

2 and under [ 3 and under I 
:3 weeks 4 weeks 

: 
I 

rl'otal 
1 to 4 weeks 

I ----- ___________ 1 ____________ 1 ________ __ 

! 

254 24 18 
i 

TABLE 'XXXVII 

Causes of neonatal deaths 

Causes of Death 
Prematurity and congenital debility 

Asphyxia and atelectasis 

Birth injuries 

Congenital malformations 

Infections :-

Tetanus 

Pneumonias 

Bronchitis and other respiratory infecti{)lls 

Gastro-enteritis 

Other infections of new-born 

Haemolytic diseases 

Intestinal obstruction and hernia 

Miscella neous 

12 308 

140 
83 
3G 
17 

2 

5 
3 
1 

6 17 

4 
1 

10_ 

308 
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Of the congenital lua·]j'OrIllarlOnS I \n-l'(- spilla biticla 'with ll1enin}:mc€le, '3 congenitnl 
heart lesion Hnd tilt' rest ullsjltTified and lllultiplt-. 

Prematurity and congenital debility top the list with asphyxia and a,telecta,sis fol­
lmving. This great loss of life does ill reality take pInel' in the first \\-eeli:, and it is 
with a,ntenatal care and better mic1\yifery service that it is hoped that snch figure will be 
improved upon. 

Infant mortality. The totnl nnmbl'l' Dr dpaths ill children under 1 YeHI' ineiuding 
those oC('nrring ill the ill'st "1 'H'eks is ;):-;:2. a decrease or so from last 'year'.,:; figures, 
'Ehe infant mortality rate is G4.N:.3 ItS ('omplLrec1 with 71.7;,) for last year. This isthe lowest 
infant morta,lity rate evei' registered in these Islands. It compares well with those of the 
Mediterranean countries, Sanitary improvement has accDlmtecl for the present favonmble 
results which however are being SOniC\"!lllt impeded by the low stundard of education 
of certain cla,sses and their ignoran,ce of thl' elementary principles of general and 
domestic hygiene, '1'he Departml'nt is endeavouring to do this through the child health 
clinics and propa,ganch service. 

'1'ABIJE (xXXVIII 

Infant deaths between 1 and 12 months 

Over 1 Over 3 . Over G 
and under 3 months and under G mouths . and under \) months 

32 60 

TABLE IXXXIX 

OYer \) months 
and under 1 year 

27 

Causes of death between the age of 1 month and 1 year 

A limental'y :­
Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Liver cirrhosis 
Hernia 

Respil/'atory System,:­
Broncho-pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
T.B. Pneumonia 

Other Infections :­
Septicaemia, 
Diphtheria 
Whooping-cough 
Skin .:. 

Oongenital malformations ;­
Congenital heart 
Other and unspecifit'd congenital 

malformations 
Spina, bific1a and meningocele 

Congenital debility and 1JWraSmllS 

nirllt injuries and asp" y:i'ia 

Blood disorders ;­
Leukaemia, 
Anaemia 

Accidents 
AI iscellaneous 

132 
1 
1 
1 

27 
18 

7 
1 

2 
2 
r 
1 

13 

3 
1 

1 
2 

Total 
1-12 months 

135 

53 

6 

17 

36 

5 

3 

2 
17 

274 

27-1 



48 

Ohildren above 1 year and under 5 years. 'l'he total number of children under 5 
years but·above 1 year dying in this year wa,s 4:1, an improvement of 45 over last year's 
figures. 

TABLE XL 

Distribution of deaths by ages between 1 and under 5 years 

Over 1 vear 
and under 2 years 

Over 2 years : Over 3 vears I Over ~ years II T 
and under 3 years: and under'4 years, and under'5 years I otal 

-------- --.- -------! -- ----

19 10 8 G I 43 

TABLE !XLI 

Oauses of death between 1 and 5 years 

Infections :-
Pneumonias, bronchitis 
Enteritis 
Diphtheria 
Me;ningitis T.B. 
Meningitis (suppurat.) 
Accidents 
Congenital malformations (heart) 
Leukaemia 
Nephritis 
Poliomyelitis 
New growths (C.N.S.) 
Miscellaneous 

12 
7 

4 
4 
:1: 

3 
2 
2 
2 

1 
1 
4 

Ohildren's department St. Luke's Hospital 

Year 

--------------

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Out-patient Department 
(new patients) 

-------

513 

665 

757 

880 

950 

1603 

1122 

1052 

.Admissions to Children's 
Ward 

-1------------------

314 

596 

692 

763 

919 

894 



[934 
[935 

. [93 6 
1937 
I03 S 
1939 
(940 

1941 
'94 2 

1ge13 
19.\4 
1945 
'91h 

1947 
(948 
1949 
195 0 

195 1 
195 2 

[953 

Year 

TABLE IXLII 

Infant Mortality Rate over the last 20 years by month 

April l\Iay I January February I March I 
1 I 

'5 8 .7 0 

216.01 
81·97 

14S·29 
(2 l.89 
r 38.62 
, 34·53 
134-43 
16;1.6 3 
, 3r;· ( 5 
84·99 

107 (7 
07.3 0 

93.02 
98.')5 
72 .55 
40 .0 7 
81.28 
73 6 1 
73.98 

[06.88 
23 0.44 

977 8 
102.14 

112·94 
122.00 

82·57 
134.98 
23 2 .89 

84. 1 7 
(03.06 
80.25 
662 3 
74. 2 9 
89.85 
6035 
5(,·60 
57.0 3 
-1 2 .S9 
55. 2 6 

. I 1---1---
I I 

9932 
184 6 3 
88.60 

108.89 
140 .96 
129.0 3 
120·13 
'4944-
155.58 
100.7 2 

74 6'1 
56 .7 2 

71.27 
61·97 
79 80 

72 3S 
65.92 

79.7 2 

5 1•u7 
53·45 

, 

1:2 I. 3.3 
21 9. 12 

143·0'f 
108.4<) 
12 3.53 
104.90 

119·56 
18 3.6.1 
198.74 
105·6 ( 
74. 2 3 
71.5 I 

93. 2 0 

90.23 
95.02 

83·33 ' 
4 ~:)'80 

70 ·96 
-13· 5 3 
45·02 

28 4. 0 9 
24 2 .77 
109. 2 7 
165.76 
134·41 
16 5. 1 7 
226.19 
2<)0·50 
38 4. 2 3 
[ 4 2 .25 
91.96 

164.85 
122.83 
109.54 
15 0 .0 7 
6577 
72 .90 

119. 2 5 
.:1 6. 3·1 
54·96 

J"''' I J"" ,\"go" S"ptemb" i Odob" I ~o"mb" Average 
December I Rate 

Pel- Yt"ar 
I I . ! ---1---- --.-- --- ! 1----,----

575.76 
382 .158 
2.57. 87 
396 .2 5 
H7·81 

! r 5 I 5 -5 -J 47.J· 5 ) ·9 J 

282·33 
406.6:; 
67 3.06 
56 1.0 3 
380 . 1 3 
180·1' ! 

250 .37 
l')O.Cq 

162.;0 

17 i .74 
43.7 J 

97.3 1 

It6. 16 
137.48 
69·54 

.j! 0.08 I 349.54 
321.77 28 3. 88 
3 16.4 1 133·33 
4 2 4.50' 32 6.47 
362 .98 309.67 
69 2 .95 
691.62 : 
541.24 
459.9 2 

140.87 
2' S.03 
14 8.7' 
~ 67.62 
139.02 

126.5 6 
178.2 I 
13 2 .99 
69. 21 

136 .2 :; 

733 2 3 
495.62 
4 17. 02 

446.07 
13 269 
1<)3.90 

20 5. 10 
177·55 
135 S') 
83·73 

160.S5 
[ 58.6 7 
88.00 

(i7·69 

30 3.78 
336.16 
25 2.89 
376·93 
2 I 3.56 
28 7.5) 
396.77 
338.26 
~24.6S 

330 .0 4 
13 8.77 
202.85 

L19· 8 3 
142 . 12 

97·,~1 

106.84 

I I 1.40 
roo.64 
83· 33 
55. 26 

299·75 
385. 2 5 
252·53 
397·74 
2·t3-43 
439. 2 9 
25 8.74 
2.1 6.68 
4 02 . 11 

287·<)0 
125·00 
191.55 
'4 0.3 2 

144 12 
131.71 
95.87 

3[6.78 
193·93 
163. 12 

277.4 2 

288·70 
235. 2 9 
216.17 
270. r , 

t4S·9 1 

14 7.65 
13 3.;-0 
I.) 1.7(-) 

'95·37 
12q.86 
107.47 
9-1.01 
78·53 
86.29 
91.4 i 
53.98 

23·1·50 
1.:;0.28 

Ll6·59 
157.64 
223. 16 
2 I 259 
147·50 
19 i . 20 
24 I .('4 
112.02 

12 7.77 
'07.0 7 
16).::;6 
I I S.H 

.>;9 00 
O::;.4l) 
82.2 I 

78. ,6 

69·99 
60.S6 

277. 0 3 
28 57 I 
2';0.3 0 
24 2 .70 
22/1 S3 
226·9>; 
27 6 4:; 
30 3.45 
345· r S 
2 I ().(JU 

, 16.3 0 

Q,.·3 0 

1')(>.7 5 
'20.30 

112·97 
83.76 
88.5 1 

99·7.') 
7 1.75 
(; ,.82 

fI>, 
~ 



DISEASES 

'l'uberculosi,. of the Respiru.tory System ... 
T. B. of lJlellin~es and central nervous 

ll\'stcm ... 
SeptiClle'llll!L and jll'aemiu 
Diphtheria .... ... 
VI./loop,ng Cough 
Tetanus 
Poholl1yelitis .. . 
Food ]ioisoning, etc .. .. 
~Ialign lIlt neoplasm of unspecified sites 
Leuka"IlII:1 and Aleukaemia .. 0 

Otlt.~r ~pemfi()(1 and unspecified anaemins 
Allergic dlsol'ders, etc. .., 
N oll-meningocoecal llIelllngiti~ 
Otitis media and mastoiditis 
Iliseasps of the nen'ous system alJ(i senSB 

organs ... 
Lobar pnBulIlonia 
BI'ollcho-pneulllonia 
Primary a t\'plcal, othcr and lIn~pecified 

pneUllIOllHLS 
A('ute hronclliti~ 
A,II otl!cr !{cS\lirator.\', ,Diseases ... 
(ja~trltls and hlOd"llltlS _.. .., 
1llte~tlIlal "h8trtll tion and hernia 
na,-tl'()-enteritl~ and eolitb under 2 years 
ChronIc cntnritis anti ulcerative colitis 
('ilThos'" of h'c\" 
Ot her diseascs of the digestive Syst('IU 
Acute nephl"ltis . 
Infection" of Iddne\' . __ 
Infectiolls of skin tln-d suhcutancous i~sue 
Spinll bifida and meningocele ... .., 
Congenitallllalformati"n of the cirf'uJatory 

5v:-:l('m _.. ... ... .., 
All ot.her congenitaIlllaifol"mations 
Birth ill.iurie~ .. , .. -
Post-natal asphyxia and atelectasis 
Infeeiion" of newhorn 
I-Incmoh-tll' dlSflllSeS of newhorn .. , 
All other dpfirH'd discases of pariI' infancy 
llI-dcfincd (llsense;; of early infi\l1cv anil 

immatll1'ltv unqualified • 
Moto)' vehit:le acciden' S 

Accident. can sed hv hot snhstanccs, cor-
roslvc Iiquirl: steam and radilltioll 

Af'cidrmtal (lrnwning and submersion .. , 
A II other accidental cascs ' .. , 

TABLE !XLIII 

Number of deaths under 5 years of age classified by cause of death 

I 
J-I ~ ~ 00 :"'00 ;""'00 s:...~ 

V ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~-5 .g~ ~:5 ~~ 

I 
@] §~ §~ § ~ 3~] ~] § § § § § § ~ 
""il:: <:>.::: <:>.il:: -"::: 0",,::: il::::IS -"8 -,,8 ,.,1:: 
~ ':..J ':J "'0 t:.:.... ,.... '-.J "'0 '""0 C\1 

1 

0- _CJ 1;\1:0 CQ-t< ':::;-:1< -:I<~':O :OCZ> ~c:> 0>:'" 
--- ---1---

I I I 
Iii 

I 

=1 
- I 

5 

') 

() 

35 
78 
1 
3 
9 

:2 

,) 

1 

4 
1 
1 

:2 

2 

1 
H 

'l 

1 
i:J 

:2 
1 

7 

8 
Hli 
8:3 
(j 
4 

10 

=1 

3 
7 

B1 
1 

(i 
i\ 

i3 
1 

8 

I 
10 

(j 

1 
57 

I 

I 

1 i 

,~ I 

~I 
-I 

I 

I 
1 ' 
-I 

0) 

10 

5 

H-I 

8 

l' 3 

2 

:2 

(j 

\l 

.) 

o ... 

-~~ 
.s~ g: 0.= ~ 

<:-<::1_ 

~~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ... ~I::~ §~ ]~ ~rn .s ~;:; >. ,'" ::I <":l I:: ... ,..... '" 
,.... ~ i ~ >. <:>. '" ::I <":l - ... ; I '" 

~ 
CJ I _, " ;.-. -" '" <:l '" 0 - ....... 

, .~ CQ 1 CQ "0 ;.-. ...,"t:1 '" cO '" cO __ 1_ -:I< I -:l<L.? P ::::>, '0"0 ~ 
1 1 ---I ---.::: ;:;L.? Eo-< 5lO 

0) 

:2 
1 
2 

2 
1 

8 
30 

1 
20 

1 
1 
2 

132 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
8 

lli 
11 
37 
87 
7 
4 

23 

:2 

:) 

7 
-I 

:2 I 
:2 

1 
0) 

2 

:2 

I 

-- I 

:2 

:2 

4 

-! 

1 
1 
I 
2 

2 
1 
8 

., 
OJ 

-- i 
7 

2 

0) 

-! 
2 
6 
1 
2 
I 
1 
I ., 

" 

2 

') 

U 
ilH 

')<.l 
_d 

2 
I:l~ 

1 
1 
1 
2 

H 

17 
11 
87 
87 
7 
4 

2,3 

114 10 10 ~I 1-10. 171 18 5 176 -- : 1 17(; 
l 

I 

! I 

308 

Homicidc and injury purposely inflicted by 
other persoll~ (not in war) I-=--I-=-

Total 2li4 24 I 
I 

121 
I I 1 1 1 

--S-2-i----gg1 66 27 582 --19-1 10 8 1--6-~ -625 18 I 

0, 
o 
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TABLE XLIV 

Population, Live Births, I~ive Birth-rate, Still Births, 
Still Birth-rate by District. 

Locality Population 
Live !Live Birth-Rat~: Still Rate per 100 

Births I per. i Births Total Births 1000 populatIOn 
___ I ____I !--

?vI ALTA 

Attard :2,54 1 37 14 6 2.6 
Balzan 2,395 59 24.6 
Birkirkara ... 17,770 50 8 ::!8.6 8 I.5 
Biriebbuga 4,802 225 46.8 2 0·9 
Cospicua ... 7,833 275 35. 1 1.8 
Dingli 1,606 41 25·5 2 4.6 
Floriana ... 5 712 156 27·3 3 1.9 
GnargtlUr .•. 1,866 -4 8 25·7 
Ghaxaq ... 2,653 84 31.7 2 2·3 
Gu:lja 1,700 50 19·4 I 2.0 
Giira 8,905 257 J8·9 5 1.9 
Hamrun & Sta. Venera 18,643 538 288 10 18 
Kalkara 2,222 7C/ 35·5 
Kirkop 1,122 37 33.0 
Lija 2,345 52 22.2 I 1.9 
Luqa 5,19 1 128 24.6 3 2·3 
Marsa 13,853 364 26·3 8 1. I 
Marsaxlokk 1,35 2 51 37·7 1·9 
Mellieha 4,404 1~6 30.9 4 2.8 
Mgarr 2,256 77 34. 1 5 6.1 
Mosta 7,5 1h 23 2 30 .9 10 .j..1 
Mqabba 2,13.~ 62 29. 1 I 1.6 
Msida & Pi(';tCi 9,818 270 27·5 7 2·5 
Naxxar 3,()94- c/4 23·, 4 4·1 
Paola &;Tarxit'll 19,75 8 567 28·7 7 1.2 
Qorrni 14,996 493 32.9 12 24 
Qrendi 2234 70 31.3 1.4 
Rabat & l\Idina 14,939 412 27·6 I I 2.6 
Safi 695 15 21.6 
St Julian's 6,358 262 4 !.2 6 0.2 
St Paul's Bay 3,5 82 99 27.6 
Senglea ... 4,089 170 41.6 .j. 2·3 
Siggiewi ." 4,903 133 27. 1 3 2.2 
Shema 24,099 592 :q.G II 1.8 
Vittorio sa ". 3.454 106 ;.,0·7 :2 r.8 
Valletta ... 18,806 466 ;:q.8 9 1.9 
Zabbar & Marsaskala 12,307 3':;2 28.6 4 1.1 
Zebbug 7,904 205 25·9 3 1.4 
Zejtun 11,90 1 290 24·3 6 2.0 
Zurrieq 6,328 ::!IO 33. 2 3 1.4 

GOZO 

Vict0l'i" 6,522 139 2 1.3 4 2.8 
Gliajnsielem &; COlllino 1,819 47 25.8 2.1 
Gharb 1,301 14 IO.S 7·1 
Ghasri 469 10 21.3 
Keleem 1285 33 25·7 
Nadur 4 153 III 26.7. 6 5. I 
Qala 1,88! 29 15·4 4 12. I 
San Lawrenz 569 10 17 6 9 I 
Sannat & ;'vlunxar ". 1,645 51 3 1.0 

Xagnra &; l\Iarsalforn 4:130 107 25·9 3 2·7 
~ewkija " . : 3·206 95 29.6 2 2 I 
%ebbug 1,281 29 22.6 3·) 



Centre 

Birkirkara 
Birzebbuga 
Floliana 
Gharghur 
Gnaxaq ... 
Gudja 
Giira 
Kirkop 
Lija 
Luqa 
Marsa 
Mellieha 
fl.Iosta 

Naxxar .,. 
Qormi ... 
Qrendi ... 
Kabat 
Senglea ... 
St. Julian's 
Siggiewi ... 
Sliema ... 
Tarxien ... 
Vict.oriosa 
Zabbar ... 
Zebbug ... 
" c. 

Zurrieq & Safi ... 

No. of 
Clinics 

held 

46 
24 
32 

24 
45 
24 
48 
24 
24 
24 
..j.9 
24 

5 

24 
45 
24 
49 
24 
24 
48 
48 
48 
24 
48 
48 
47 

1,006 

TABLE lXLV 

Return of Attendances at Ohild Health Olinics. 

New Cases Old Cases 

Under 1 year i Over I year Total U nd~' I year I Over I year 

164 I 79 243 4[1 i 53 
159 S2 241 246 I b7 
4 v ~o I ~ - I 5-2 20 I JJ i J 
,.,~ 

~J 

1)1 

52 
~20 

35 
53 
b~ 

~) 

159 
78 
06 

63 
139 
88 

254 
63 
69 
38 
75 

279 
77 
99 

I33 
184 

3,559 

3 26 123 7 
32 

5 
7 1 

45 
7 

42 
42 
35 
? 

24 
27 
61 
79 
24 
18 
2 I 
39 
49 
I r 
13 
58 
76 

1,047 

113 
57 

89 1 

80 
60 

105 
201 
r 13 
12 7 

87 
r66 
149 
333 

87 
87 
59 

114 
328 

88 
112 
19[ 
260 

4,606 

259. 281 

16 7 59 
5SS S-+ 
186 59 
249 
240 
823 
30 3 
465 4 0 :' 

63 
804 
227 

730 
r84 
237 

53 
145 
328 
427 
928 
182 
559 
724 
489 

10,274 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

1-

38 
45 
59 
2 I 

2 4 
5 
9..:. 
35. 
3 1 

1 r 2 
57 
17 
34 
51 
56 

21 5 
34 
50 
70 

12 3 

I 1.858 
I 

----------- - ----~~-----.---------- --------

Totals 
T·Aal . 

------,--

46+ 
3 I 3 
Iqo 
1'0 ,) 

539 
226 
64 2 
245 
28 7 
2;-)5 
882 
32 4 

8 

V'jV 

262 
761 
296 
294 

70 
179 
379 
483 

1,143 
216 
609 
794 
612 

12,13 2 

707 
554 
260 
15 6 
65 2 

2t\3 
[ ,533 

325 
347 
390 

I,083 
437 
616 

1,,-,'-'1. 

349 
')27 
445 
62 7 
157 
2M 
438 
597 

1.47 I 
304 
721 
985 
87 2 

------
16,738 

~--

Ol 
tV 



TABLE !XLVI 

Home Visits by Health Visitors 

Year Fjr~t Visit Subsequent Visits Total 

------------ -----:------ --_ .. 1--------------------

1948 .. . 

19119 .. . 

1950 .. . 

1951 .. . 

1952 .. . 

1953 .. . 

8,685 

7,988 

7,457 

7,156 

7,012 

6.797 

2-4.802 

21,HGG 

21,131 

19,659 

18,981 

IV. SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE 

31,487 

. 29.938 

29,422 

28,287 

26,671 

25,778 

The School Medical Service is expanding progressively, the number of school 
children is on the increase and the l'alls on the School Medical Officers are propor­
tionately becoming more numerous. It is felt that an addition of another Medical 
Officer to the staff of the school medical service is now due, and in fact the Govern­
ment has already expressed its intention to increase the staff accordingly. 

Staff. The staff of the School Medical Service in Malta consists of:­
* 3 School Medical Officers 
t 2 Eye Specialists 

2 School Denta.l Surgeons 
2 School Nurses 
2 School Dental Nurses. 

The Education Authorities provide the following ancillary servIces:-
1 Speech Therapist 
2 Healtn Education Officers 
1 Child Welfare Offic.er. 

Medical Inspections. The school population in Malta and Gozo was 51,078 of 
which 7,634 were newly admitted children. 125 schools were visited and all the new 
entrants were medica.Ily examined, as shown in Table XL VII. 

No. of Schools Routine Medical 
visited Inspections 

125 21,573 

TABLE OCLVII 

Medical Inspections 

~pl\cial Inspections Re-Inspections 
._---------

1,465 16,813 

Total 

------
39,851 

---
Routine Medical Inspections. The routine medical inspections consist of a tho­

rough physical examination including special tests of the eyes, throat, teeth, weight, 
growth, nutrition, etc. The defects noticed during inspections were brought to the 
notice of the parents, and subsequently followed up. Children requiring special investi­
gation or trea.tment were referred to the out-patient departments of the Government 
hospitals. Re-examinations and special examinations were carried out at regular 
intervals. 

* The Medical Officer of Health, Gozo, is the School Medical Officer for that Island. 
t One engaged on part time basis .for Gozo. 
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TABLE XLVIII 

Children referred to Out-Patient departments of Hospitals 

School Dental 

B.N. T .... 

Ophthalmic 

Skin 

T.B. (Contact) 

Surgical ... 

Orthopaedic 

-------

Clinic 

--"------- -------

Total 

Numlwr of Children 

568 

550 

HH 

97 

11 

2 

1,421 

Result of Medical Inspections: The ailments noticed amongst children attending 
the Infants Primary Government Schools are shown in Table XLIX. The most common 
ailments were nutritional anaemia, enla;rged tonsils, defective viRion and skin diseases. 



TABLE XLIX 

Return of defects found during routine Medical Inspections 

Defects or Diseases 

Skin: 
Ringworm (head) 
Ringworlll (body) 
Other diseases 
Impetigo 
Scabies 

Eye: 
Defectin' U::;lOn 
Squint 
Blepharitis 
Conjunctivitis 
Other disea,ses 
Corneal Ulcer &; Opacities 
Trachoma 

Ear: 
Defective hearing 
Otitis Medi," 
Other diseases 

Nose and Throat: 
Enlarged Tonsils & Adenoids 
Enlarged Adenoids 
Other conditions 

Heart i0 Blood : 
Anaemia 
Organic Heart Disease 

Lungs: 
Bronchitis 
Other diseases 

Nervous System: 
Chorea 
Epilepsy 
Other diseases 

Deformit;;es : 
Mild forms 

M:ental Conditions: 
Backward 
Dull 
Idiots 

Dental Diseases: 

Enlarqcd Cervical Glands (non-T.B.) : 

Defective Speech: 

Other Defects and Diseases : 
Thread ~orms, ' 
Tenia Soliuni 

No . .of Defects 

122 
21 
45 
33 
]5 

162 
108 
55 
41 
36 

2 
* (s€e Table 

LVII) 

15 
9 

20 

607 
34 
26 

197 
2 

9 
6 

5 
4 

67 

2 

35 
8 
:3 

749 

81 

21 

12 
6 
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Skin Diseases. Other skin diseases \vhich are not specified in Table XLIX were 
the following:- urticaria 14; warts ] 3; boils 10; verrucosis 7; ichthyosis l. 

Eye Diseases. All school children were examined by the· Eye Specialists and 
diseases a.nd defects were treated by them or by the Ophthalmic Surgeons of the 
Government Hospital. The School Medical Officers give due attention to the conditlOn 
of the eyes during inspections and refer suitable cases either to the School Eye 
Specialist or to the Out-patient Ophtha.lmic Clinic of the Government Hospital. 

Glasses were supplied free of charge to '257 children referred to hospital from the 
schools. 

The other eye diseases met with during the inspections were the following:­
styes '28; ptosis of both eyelids 4; congenital ptosis of eyelids 3; nystagmus l. 

EaT, Nose & Throat Diseases. Other diseases not specified in Table XLIX were 
the following:- a.cute rhinitis 31; cleft pala.te and harelip 6; allergic rhinitis 4; otor-
rhoea 4; cerumen 1. . 

Children suffering from enlarged tonsils and adenoids were referred to the KN.T. 
clinic for operations. '2'2 children were operated upon during the year. 

Defective Speech. Children suffering from defective speech were dealt with by 
the Speech Therapist. 

Diseases of the Heart and Blood. The usual advice was given to parents of 
children suffering from heart diseases and instructions were given to teachers to 
exclude such children from excessive physical training and to prevent them from over­
straining themselves. 

Children suffering from nutritional anaemia were given iron pills in addition to 
other food accessories sllch as miLk, cod liver oil and vita.min tablets. 

Pulmonary Diseases. N a cases of' pulmollttry tuberculosis were detected during 
medical examinations by the School Medica.l Officers. Two cases of pulmonary tuber­
culosis were referred by private doctors to the Chest Specialist and were notified by 
him. They were excluded from school. All Tb contacts met with during inspections 
were referred to the chest dinic for examination and X-ray investiga.tion 1md were 
kept under observation. 

Other diseases met with were:- allergic asthma. 4; bronchial asthma '2. 

Nervous Diseases. The following ailments not mentioned in Table XLIX were 
also detected';- enuresis 54; maladjustments 13. 

Deformities. The deformities noticed were:- congenital deformity of right hand 
1; pigeon chest 1 .. 

Mental Oonditions. The number of mentally deficient children was 3 all of whom 
were idiots. 

~ 

Other Defects or Diseases. Threadworms 12; tenia solium 6. 
The control of the spread of infectious diseases in schools is an important function 

of the service. When communicable diseases were reported the affected children as 
well as their contacts were excluded from school for definite periods. 

Infectious Diseases. The number of school children reported to be suffering from 
notifiable infectious diseases was 55. 

TABLE L 

Notifiable Infectious Disea:ses found in school children 

Disease 

Measles 
Chicken Pox 
Whooping Cough 
SCarlet Fever 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 

No. of Cases 

39 
9 
3 
'2 
2 

ExemptIon from School. The total number of children recommended for exemp­
tion from further school attendance on medical grounds was 32. 



TABLE LI 

-Physically Handicapped and Educationally Subnormal Children exempted from School 

Sex I Ailment Total 
Male Female 

.--~---- ---------

.Anaemia & General Debility ... 1 8 9· 

Educationally Subnormal '" ... 3 I 4' 

Anti-Social Behaviour ... ... - 2 2 • 

Migraine ... ... ... ... - 4- 4' 

Puberty Trouble ... ... .. . - 2 2 

Eyesight (impaired) '" ... - I I 

Backward ... ... ... ... 2 - 2· 

Pulmonary Tuberculosis . " ... I I 2 

Incontinence of Urine ... . .. - I I . 

Deaf and Dumb ... .. - .. J I 2 • 

Epilepsy ... ... . .. I - I . 

Nervous Breakdown ... 1 - I 

Chorea '" ... ... - I I 

TOTAL ~ 22 I 32 

Nutrition. The present '3tate of nutrition of school children is very satisfactory 
compared with that of the previous years. I am pleased to record that the incidence 
of undernourished clllldren is on the down grade, due not only to the fact that there 
is a sufficient supply of food available to all classes of the population, but a.lso to the 
fact that many parents are becoming conscious that children need a generous a"nd 
nutritious diet. 

No. of ('hildren 
inspected 

TABLE LIT 

Classification of Children during Routine Medical Inspections 

according to their state of nutrition 

A. - Good B. - Fair C. -
!-

No. % t\o. % No. 
--- -_._-

: 
21,573 19,123 88.6 2,2.56 10.5 ! 194 i 

i i 

Bad 

0/0 

.9 
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Weighing and Mea,'Suring of all ,,;chool clliidn"ll i,,; earried out regularly. Height­
,veigbt tables un: kept Ly tile ::;clwu! :\ledieal O~lieer::; as II ell as by the OfIieel' in 
elmrgc of tltl' ('llilc1 \Velfal'l' S{·lte,Jlll. 

TABLE LlII 
Ohild Welfare Scheme - Average Weights of Ohildren 

Age Groups 5-15 Years 

___ ~ ___ ~~~.~ __ .... ....-.,.... _________________ ._' _____ ._~~~-..~ ___ •• ~_ H .. • > 

.\g .. Gronp 

G--U yeA!:; 
P.-7 
7-8 
8-9 
U-1O 

10-11 
11-12 
12-liJ " w- 14 
14 If, 

;l- 6 reari' 
6-7 
7-8 
B-1! 
9-10 

10--11 
11-12 
12-13 
13-14 
14--15 

Agtl liraup 

r,-6 years 
6-7 
7-8 
8-H 
\1 .. 10 

10-11 
11-12 
12-W 
13-14 
J4 -15 

5--6 years 
6-7 
7-8 
8-1) 
9-10 

10-11 
11-12 
12- Ul 
13-14 
1-1-1() 

.-'.H.l':A 

. AREA 2 

A!U~A 3 
AREA 4 

comprises 

Area 1 .\rl'3 .) \r ... a D .\rra -1 
-----"-~--

lloys 
StOllO Ibs. ozs Stone Ibs. 07,5. Stulle Ills. 07.5. Stone lbs. 02:S . 

n 2 -! 
., ., ., . , ., i:': " ::: oJ ., ., " ., 

3 -I D 13 n 8 ! 3 3 12 :1 4 it 
3 H 11 3 7 1" 

., 
" 12 3 8 ., 

.J I 

i; 10 .) " 12 CI 13 1 :! 10 10 " .., 
-l -1 -1 :1 1:> 4 3 7 i -4 3 15 
-l fJ 1:2 -1 :-) JI 4 i4 lil 4 10 1 
r; 1 fl D H 0 15 5 3 11 
;) 3 ) 1 ;) i, 1;-) ') .'i -1 G 10 :-\ 
i; B 11 f:-i 

., j 6 3 2 r, 4 1 
7 1:2 tl 10 2 7 :1 6 12 14 

GlIlLS 
" 7 ., 1 H " -1 12 ., 
;;, .) .., .J 

i~ .. 
" 3 6 ::l 2 12 3 il 8 

:) 7 r, 8 () I 3 6 9 :1 7 11 
3 i I lil i:l 10 lG il I I ij 3 12 II 
4 2 11 4 1 H .f ., fi 4 -l II .:. 

·1 D 1 -I H U .f !' .J 14 -I \) !2 
5 3 u 1 I 5 " !fJ 5 -1 13 .:) 

" 12 9 " I I is :; II 2 f) 12 7 
Ii H IG (j G ;) \; 6 -4 \i \') 2 
7 2 5 () 13 II 6 12 10 I 6 13 18 

TABLE LIV 
Avera;ge Heights of Children 

Age Groups 5-15 Years 

Area Area 2 Arpa 3 Area .f 

Hoys 
Ft. jll~. Ft. in:'. Ft. in:-:. Ft. ins. 
3 Ii " is 3 9 fj i) " n 8 ; ~ S ~) 8 i3 8 i) 

3 10 a 10 " 10 il 10 i) 

-I ~ -I .f 
.f 2 -I 'J -I 2 -.l 2 
.f 4 -I 4 -\ -1 -I 4 
-I l> 4 fl. -1 6 -I 6 
4 7 .f 7 -I 8 4 7 
-I 10 4 U .f 10 4 9 
;) -I 11 :) [) 

UJRLS 
a 7 il 8 3 \) ;~ 7 
:3 8 B 8 3 8 :3 S 
3 10 3 10 3 10 3 10 
-! -1 -1 ..J 
-1 2 4 1 -I 2 4 ., 
..J ..J -l -l 4 3 -1 -1 
4 6 -l ;) -I G -I U 
-1 ~ -! R i 8 4 8 
-1 10 .f (I -l 10 -l 10 
-l 11 -l II 5 4 11 

Valletta, Florialla. \.~i\ja, u"ira. SJiema, St. Julhl.u~) Mellsija, Birkirkara, Lija. 
Attard. Humrun, Bahan, Ta' Xbiex. ::>t. George's, St. Venn era . 

. Marsa, Pawla., Tarxien, Gh".xaq, Marsaxlokk, Bir~ebbi.lga, zabbar, Fgura, 
zejtun, Ma.l'saskala.. Cospicua, Kalkara, Senglea, Vittoriosa. 

Gudjn.. Luqa, Kirkop, Safi, zurrieq, Qrendi, ~Iqabba, Siggiewi, zebbug, Qormi. 
Mosta., Na:'txar, GharghuJ', Ra.bat, Diugli, St.. Paul's Bay, Mellieha, Mgarr, l\ltarfa. 
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Provision of Milk. Milk is provided free of charge to school children chiefly on 
medical and financial grounds. The number of children in receipt of milk in 195::~/53 
was 11,200. The a,verage supply is 1/3 of a pint per head per school day. From 
investigations and enquiries carried out amongst parents during the inspections of 
children, it was roughly estimated that only about 13% of the school children were 
in the habit of taking one pint of milk per day in their homes. 

Provision of Ood Liver Oil and other food accessories and drugs. Cod Liver Oil 
and other food accessories were given to children as in previous years. Cod Liver Oil 
was available for all children, the average dose being one tablespoonful daily. 

TABLE LV 

Average state of Nutrition from 1948/53 

I 
Nutrition 1948/49 1949/50 1950/51 1951/5~ 1952/53 

-----.- .-

Good ... 78.5 0/" 
I 84.1 % 87.1 % 80.9 % 88.6 % ... 

; 

Fa.ir .. ... 14.3 a a 133 0,'0 
I 

11.9 0/0 i I 
11.7 0/0 10.5 0/0 

I 

Bad .. ' ' .. 7.20/0 2.6 0/0 i 1.0 °io 1.4 0/0 .9 0 / 0 

! 

TABLE LVI 

Food accessories and drugs prescribed to children 

Article 

Cod Liver Oil 

Iron rrablets 

Calcium Tablets 

D.D.T. Hair Oil 

TABLE LVII 

Quantity 

780 gallons 

18,100 tablets 

193,000 tablets 

200 ounces 

School Chlldren inspected by the Eye Specialist 

Children No. of 
Exa mined 

-----
25, 168 

Defective vi~ion 
New 

--~--------
487 I 14 

I 

Trachoma Coni unctivitis 

I Old Cured New __ I~_1 Cured 
-----

i 7 H 147 I 145 I 89 
I 

• The figures shown in Table LVII are for children in Malta only. A special report on 
Trachoma in Gozo is given at page 30 (Table IX). 
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Cleanliness. 'l'lle sallitat'~- conditi()!)'s or the school premises on the whole are very 
good but there are premIses which have been taken over as schools and have not yet been 
rendered structurally fit for the purpose. Children in schools maintained a very satisfac­
tory standard of cleanliness. Routine cleanliness inspections were carried out periodically 
by the schoo] nurses; they haye inspeoted ;i5,5B4 eltildren during the year under reylew. 
8uitable prepn,ratiolls and necessary advice were ~jY0n for disinfestation or delousing 
\Y]ll'l1t',-er the neeessity aro'<t'. 

Diphtheria Immunisation. Inoculatiolls against diphtheria \yere ealTied out as in 
previous years. The majority of children inoculated were new entrants; the relatively 
small number of children immunised is due to the fact that many of the children are 
being inoculated during the pre-school age. 

Refresher doses were gIven to children who had received the immunisation four or 
five years previously. 

TABLE LVIII 

Children Immunised a:gainst Diphtheria 

Newly admitted children inoculated in school 699 

Newly admitted children inoculated before admission 6144 

Number of objectors and not inoculated 18 

Number of children who received a refresher dose 78 

PhYSical Training. Children are deriving great benefit form physical training. 
This is not only shown in the physical development of the children but also in the fact 
that the children are bec{)ming more interested in sports, physical culture and healthy 
recreations. 

Health Education. The te,LChing and practice of the art of hygienic liY~ng is 
imparted to the children not only by the 8c11001 lIedi('al Offi<:er but also by the HeaIt.h 
]~ducation Officers and the School NursE'S. 

School Dental Service. Denta,] caries is the most serious problem in schools. It 
is the commonest of all defeds in childllOOd and consequently steps have been taken 
not only to find the causes and com'eet teeth defect.s but a.lso to p~·eyent their reCUlTence. 



'TABLE LIS 

~ChDDl Dental CJ.illic 

Report of work carried out from 1;:;~ October 1!)52~o Bot:, 

(1) Number inspected 

(2) :\ulllber found to n-qull'e 11'C'atlll('llt 

(3) Number attended 

(4) Number who received complete treatment 

(5) Number sent for emergency treatment 

(6) Half-days devoted to: a) Inspections 

(7) Fillings; 

b) 'Treatment 

Permanent teeth 

Temporary teeth 

(8) Extractions: Permanent teeth 

Temporary teeth 

For regulation purposes 

Total 

Total 

'eota] 

(m Teeth extracted under General Anaesthesia: 

Permanent 

Temporary 

(10) Administration of General Anaesthetics: 

Number of sessions: 

Number attended 

(11) Scaling ane1' polishing 

(12) Miscellaneous treatment 

(13) Refusals 

(14) Cases referred for X-rays 

(15) Applications for artificial restorations 

Total 

Total 

105 

710 

848 

123 

796 

6,295 

874 

47 

781 

29 

143 

6,474 

6,412 

~j,1l6 

3,467 

815 

071 

75l();') 

828 

172 

67 

398 

32 

32 

44 



V. HEALTH SERVICES 

Public Health Laboratory 

The total !lumber of ;cilmples examined al1(l analysed during 195'5 \\'a..; :2:2,497. 
The ~nlllnle" \,'ere ,;ni)]llirted fot' ell/'l!lical a,nal.Ysis or ba<l:tel'iolog](:al examination by 
Naniian' 'Lwipedol's, 2dedi",al Ol)j.c·ers and Medical Practitioners. Samples of water 
were b;,ken by llll"tllhc]'s of tilt' Laburatory Staff its(Olf conjointly with the Staff of the 
vVater vYod,~ n.'pal'tmrnt. Othcrs being samples derived from vaTious Government 
Departments, Defence Services and other sources. 

TIle sampks ex<twined dlll'ing W;,)O. 11l.) 1 nn.d 1\)i5:2 totalled :31,876, 20,:251 and 
2:3,634 l'espe<::tively. 

1'11e Ili:.dl fig'me of samples examined annually has heen mainta,inecl and t.here is no 
indication that it will be reduced. 

Samples were made as follows :-

Food and drink (for examination or analysis in terms of the 
Food, Drugs, and Drinking Water Ordinance) 

Water from public springs 
Water from public boreholes 
Water from private tanks 
Water from other sources 
Foodstuffs for bacteriological examination 
Blood for serum reaction and titration 
Swabs ,etc. for bacteriological examination 
Urine for chemical analysis 
At the request of the Customs andl other Government 

Departments 
At the request of the Defence S'ervices ... 
Rats from Rodent Control Officer and from Defence Services ... 

CHEMICAL WORK 

9,326 
1,385 

304 

304 
176 

276 
3,702 

3,164 
628 

488 
11 

2,733 

PubHc W"ater Supply. NUlIlples oj' '\\'atel' '\'('1'0 taken regularly from the various 
sources of water supply and from numerous reservoirs and public taps situated in different 
localities of the Islands. The water vms consistently found fit for drinking. 

As chlorination of the water is one of the factors determining its safety, a rigid 
control of the extent of chlorination was maintained by means of chemical tests. 

Boreholes and Shafts. The number of water samples from boreholes and shafts 
totalled 304. The analysis carried out concerned mainly their saline content. The highest 
;.:a.line ('(~njent l'ea(~hed mt,~ found to be OWl' 11() rarts pel' IOO,()OO at the lVIisran Lewia 
sources. The lowest was found to be about 10, at Naxxar. 

Service Mains. '['he numher of ,Yaier slll11ples t,1ken from seryice mains in the 
vicinity of repairs totalled 176, of which 5 \yere found to contain tra-ces of free ammonia, 
10 ,vere found to c{)ntain a moderate proportion of free ammonia" and :2 were found to 
conta.;n pTe;.:;.: qu:tIli il if's; tile othel' ] ;'jD sa,mpl("s Wl'l'e found free from signs of con­
taminatioll. 
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Private Cisterns. Sanitary IllC'I'(:'c'\(rC' ~:dlll;( ,td ::U1 of \\ nt,,1' taken from 
prinlte cisberns al1l1 \YellC', ! ;;:l or \"hiclt W('l'e round l]'ee i'rom ('ont;lluinuticn nnd fit rOt, 
drinking, while IOU \yere fonnd to Le pollukd alld unfit, '1'1 rt'nl;lillill!_~' 51 
samples, were fonnd to contain tra.ces of free ammonia and subseqnently corrected and 
rendered fit by means of proper chlorination, 

Food and Drink. As in ITC'yiouC' years Sallita,]'v 1 maintained a routine 
flow of samples of food and dl'·ink. :\ 1;ltnl or Il.:l:!() , \\-pre :-:llhndted. (f which 
()o \\'(ll'e found to 1:e lInfit. The re.-lIlt of tltec'c cx;tlllinnliolls i:-: {'o1]iained in the 
following table. 

TABLE LX 

Analysis in accordance with the Food, Drugs, and Drinking Water Ordinance 

I 
Number Found Number I Found Nature of sample Examined Abnormal Nature of sample Examined i Abnormal 

--,~ ._- --- -- ._._._. __ ._. -.-- .. _-

Wheat ... .,. m6 Cnicorv .. , , .. :2-1 i .-
Bread .. , .. , 1.397 S Sugar' ... ... if; 
Flour and Semolina 2,266 1 Sweet~ ... ... G~) I -

Self-raising flour ... n - Salt ... ... 3G -
Cornflour ... a : . - Spices .. , , .. 33 I - . 

Yeast .. , ... -1 I -. Pepper ,., ... 78 -
Dough .. , ,., 5 

I 
- Aelated waif-I" .,. flfi4 : 1 

Paste ... ,., 1.022 - \vine ... ... 46-1 -
Biscuits and Rusks .. , 64 : B ~i~J~gar ... G : -! , .. ! 
Pastries '" '" GO I SPlI'its ... ... 62 -

Milk ... ... 8 
! 

I Beer ... . .. 37 
Milk powder ... ~ - Eggs . , . ., . 33 
Rkotta .. , :26 ! -. Egg powder ,., 21 -... I 

Cheese .. , 17:2 I 5 ChepseclIkes ... 14 --
IIlaltese Cheese I Tomato pa~te ,n2 :39 ... 

(gbejniet) .. , {j I I'll"" and Bealls , .. 128 --
Ice cream ... 109 I - Fruit Drir-d ... 52 
Butter 176 i 1 ';lc:at preparations 90 -... , .. , 
Marfarine ... J()O i 1 Fish prepara tlOllS .. , 38 

i 
-

Lar .. , .. 456 Saucp. ... ·11 -
Oil ,., ... 2-60 : 1 IIliscellancons ... 10 I -
Rice .,. ... 222 ~------I "-------
Toa .. , 

i 
93 Tobti , .. : 9.:-l2G Gil 

Coffee .. , ... 7H 1 
I Cocoa .. , f; 

i l 

Urine Analysis. The ~lec1ical omc('J's of Health remitter! !i:2S c,llldidrt! \'.ho Y;f're 
being medically examined prior to employment with the Government, 14 candidates were 
found to hav(:~ albumin ill tIll" nrilll;, :2 had gluC'o:-:l', and the rest W{']'{' llLl"Illa!. 

Pharmacy Inspection. All the pilarmac:ies in -:\Ialta and Gozo \\"ere illspeeted during 
the year for the purposes nf Section :lii, Chapter ;31. of tllcLaws of Malta. Although none 
of the pharmacies was found to be contravening the law, still there were occasions when 
the managing apothecaries were advised to improve conditions in their pharmacies, 

Milk Marketing Undertaking. TIle' lkp:!"lllll'1l1 of -:\filk jf:lrh1ill' l'ildi'I'lakin;2" 
sent :16 employees ill tht' lia ndlill:":' d milk fer ;1 blood-serulll te;.;!. ion!' \\ere 
negative, Moreover, the same department submitte(l 8 samples of finyonring :-:yrnp used 
in milk shakes which \\"('I'e nnal,ysed an(1 repo)'tp(\ upon, 

One large tin of milk powder from the same department was found- to be in a state 
of deterioration and declared unfit. One bottle of reconstituted milk was likewise found 
to be deteriorated and' unfit, 

Agriculture. The Department of Agriculture sent 9 samples of cow's milk for fat 
content. This was found to vary from 2.05 to 3,30%, 
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:Police. Of :Jl samples of raw goats milk seized in areas where the sale of raw milk 
is prohibted, none was found to contain a<lded water. 

One pot of fish-soup was found to contain white phosphorus. The total quantity 
present \vas estimated at 0.05 Um. 

Six samples of methylated spirit were found to be diluted with water in proportion 
from 5.74 up to 34.04 per cent by volume. 

One sample of water from a well, suspected to be contaminated with diesel oil, was 
found to be free from contamination. 

Stains on a car cushion were examined for the presence of semen. The result was 
negative. 

I.luke's OJ)e bottle or ether (c1iethvl) was sub-
mitted for fitness for use in general anaesthesia. It was found to conforin with B.P. 
standards. Sulphonamide tablets, labelled sulphaguanicline, w:ere analysed and found 
to be sulphadiazine. One bottle of hydrogen peroxide from St. Luke's hospital was found 
to be 20 volumes strong. From the same hospital came two samples of urine for presence 
01 : '~;ll - ne:,~l (t He. 'L'c;,[o,:t PI'O!W ;; JHl otller pharmaceutical injections were 
submitted through the Senior Health Officer and after examination were found to have 
been prepared secundu1n artem. 

The Electrical Engineer at St. Luke's Hospital submitted three powders for identi­
"sere found to be sodium {:arilonate, sodium aluminate, and hydrated lime. 

f::luppIi(,'i Comm.isslOnel' for GOZIi. Tlw (lHke'j' i, t· :-:llpph:s in 
the Medical and Health Department submitted a total of 308 foodstuffs, plus 1 insecticide 
and: Tile 1J]secl wid" \\'ns r(;llnd to be "tl;t hit !'()!' U"P ;\:-; SW':\, and Lhe deter­
gents were found to be of good quality but of different degrees. The foodstuffs consisting 
of uf ground ('offec' nnd :2 of peas, were all found to be fit and 
unadulterated. Similarly 2J samples of ground ('Of1'1:'2 submitted from the CDlllmis-
SIOllel' (lt1i(,l" in (,(,ZO ,\H'I'C fOllnd fr('e' froll! adulteration. 

VU;O""hU,,,. This Department, suhmit.ted Y;l,riolls article,; of edible al1(1 non-edible nat.ure 
for classification before assessment of duty, namely cocoa-powder, dried milk and infant­
food powders, corn starch, ice-cream mix, gluten powder, soya-bean flour, vegetable fat, 
soap, rubber tubing etc. Also for duty purposes 29 samples were submitted consisting of 
pollard, the flou], content of which \,'a,s deterlllined, und samples of cheese, the com­
position of which was also determined. The same department submitted 9 samples of 
tea, which were ascertained to be arsenic-free before release for human consumption, 
and 17 samples of ethyl alcohol \Yhi~h were similarly fonnel to be free from noxious 
ingredients. 

Food and Commerce Control HoHlt's or i1l'l'a ktl \yH tel' (lemonade) came 
from this office for identification of the sweeting agents; they were found to contain 
saccharin plus 3.5% w Iv of cane sugar. Five samples of cheese were analysed for fat and 
protein content. 

Services. The R.A.F., Safi Station, sent 4 samples of distilled' water. These were 
analysed and found to conform with the required standard of purity. 

The C.R.E., Malta Garrison, sent 1 sample of water for ,examination for presence of 
free C02, and iron, manganese, and aulminium salts. No such salts were detected, but 
C02 was found to be present in the proportion of 20.95 mgm. for 100 ml. 

Other articles received from the Defence Sen.ices induded :2 tins of ste'wed steak and 
1 tin of tomatoes, which were all found to be free from metallic contamination and from 
lmderia; J stonlfLc:h eontent \yas sl1hmitte(} by the Pat.hologist, Dayic1 Bruce Hospital. 
It was exam inl':l foJ' ])1'(;''''(>J1<'(' of bal'hitnrat:'s 1111(1 n lkaloi<ls v;ith negative reo.:ults. 2 
samplE's of tablets were also examined: 1 \\as ic1E'ni ified as Fhen(}~)arbitone, the other was 
found to be veganin. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL WORK 

The Bacteriological Section of the Public Health Laboratory performed clinical 
tests and investigations for general practitioners, and carried out frequent and regular 
examinations of the sources of water-supply as shown in Table LXV. Bacteriological 
examinations were also carried out in connection with food poisoning and also for testing 
the purity of ingredients used in the preparation of ice-cream, cheese and other foodstuffs. 
Many specimens were submitted for bacteriological examination from hospitals and other 
Government Departments. 

Agglutination reactions. a,:31:3 samples of blood sera \\'ere submitted for agglutina­
tion test against the etwsati \'e mi.c:m-orgitn iSlll of typhoid a.nd undulant leVier, by the 
slide method. The results are given in Table :UXI hereunder:-

TABLE LXI 

Results of Examination 

, Januan 
Februarv 
March . 
April 
Mav 
Jun'e 
Julv 
AU"llst 
Sel~tember 
uctober 
November 
Decembc'r 

Total ..• 

1:'os;(i\'e reactions against 
HI'. melitensis 

1I1alta 

22 

c;)ZO 

2 

4 
7 

II) 

8 
7 

Total 

22 

24 
41 
73 
59 

493 

for and. Fever 

Positi\'(' 1 eactions against 
Sa1m. typhi l'\egativt' 

Renctions 
Malta 

2 

S 
8 

12 

2 

8 
II 

-+ 
16 
:?6 

8 
3 

lOS 

Gozo 

5 
2 

14 

Total 

2 14'1 
S 137 
9 113 

13 201 

3 2'9 
10 276 
12 417 
4 377 

Ie. 329 
31 292 
10 194 
4 156 

112 2.900 

Total 
::\0. of 
Tests 

In 187 other cUJses complete titrations were eaTl'ied our, repeUJt.ed t{',sis heing often 
tLOm1 on the same sa.mple to observe ehanges in titre. In B:3 of sueb ea.sea positive results 
were obtained against Brucella melitensis, in 26 cases against Salmonella typhi, in 4 
cases agt1inst Prot.eus 0 X 19, in one case agai~lst Salmonella paratyphi A, and in another 
case against Salmonella paratyphi B. 

Blood Culture. Cultures were carried out in 15i samples of blood. Culture war. 
carried out on trypt.ose broth and tryptose aga1', and on taurocholate b1iOth where the 
evidence pointed to the probability of a typhoid infection. From 15 samples Brucella 
melitensis was cultivated, Salmonella typhi from 12 samples and Streptococcus from 1 
sample. 

Inflamed joints. Eleven samples of fluids from inflamed joint,s were examined. 
The presence of Brucella melitensis was noted in one sample. In two other samples, 
agglutinations against Brucella were also carried out with positive results. 

Abcesses. Out of 36 samples of the cont.ent.s of UJbcesses, 12 showed the presence of 
StalJhylococri, the Staphylococcus au reus being the commonest met with, :3 showed the 
presence of Mycobacterium tuberculosis and from one Bacterium coli was cultivated. 

Pleural Fluids. Out of the 17 samples of pleural fluid, most of which were examined 
by cultural and animal inoculation tests, the Mycobacterium tuberculosis was detected in 
one, StrelJtocoCI:llS pne1.lHwniae in another and St.reptococcus haemolyticus in another. 

Cerebrospinal Fluids. 39 samples were examined. Mycobacterium tuberculosis 'was 
isolated in 3, Neisseria meningitidis in 3 and Streptococcus pneumoniae in one. 



(j(j 

Diphtheria control. In connection \"ith measures to control d:phtlleria :2,O:2il s\yabs 
were examined throughout the year. The purpose of this procedure is to confirm bacterio­
logically every case remitted to the Isolation hospital in Malta and Gozo, and not to 
discharge the patient from isolation before at least two consecutive swabs have failed to 
sho\\' the presence of' COl'ynaebacterium diplltheTiae. 

In special circumstances when the contacts of a case were engaged in occupations 
making them unusually liable to spread the infection, these contacts were also swabbed. 
Out of 142 thus examined 2 were found to carry Coryrwebacterium diphtheriae whi<ili in 
one case was proved to be non-virulent. 

Virulence tests were carried out when C01'ynaebacterium diphtheriae was isolated 
from discharging ears, and also in cases of diphtheria which yielded a positive result in 
spite of intensive treatment and when the patient was declared to be clinically cured. 

A diagnostic service for medical practitioners is also provided free of charge. 

Details of the number of examinations carried out are given in Table LXII. 

Faeces and Urine. Out of 5~ samples of fae~es examined mostly coming from 
convalescent cases of Typhoid fever, the Salmonella typhi was cultivated in one case 
only. 

Ninety two catheter samples of urine were received for bacteriological examination. 
In 20 only Stmphylococcns albus was cultivated, in 18 Bacterium coli, in 4 Streptococcus 
faecalis, in 3 BacteTium proteu$, in 3 Mycobacteri1lm Tuberculosis and in one Pseudo­
manas pyocyanea. 

In connection with the medical examination of candidates for Government appoint­
ments 628 samples of urine were examined; 14 showed the presence of albumin and 2 
gave positive reaction for glucose. 

Food poisoning. In connectioll with S) suspected cases of milk jlll:,.Hllllllg' 157 
different samples of goat's milk were examined. In three cases the Staphylococcus 
(l.lI),('lIs \nlS ('nltiy:ttec1 alld t1lP samples ~ontained pus as well. The goats were 
found to be suffering from mastitis. In one sample only blood was present and in another 
blood and few pus cells were present but no microorganisms were isolated. 

In connection with 2 cases of ice-cream poisoning, 6 samples of ice-cream were 
examined. In one case the Staphylococcus aUTeus was isolated from the ice-cream as 
well as from the throat of an employee. In the other case no abnormalities in the 
samples submitted were detected. 

Another case of suspected food poisoning' was investigated. Two samples of cheese, 
bread and a bottle of soft drink were examined with negative findings. 

Tuberculosis. :l24 sputa \yert~ exalllined. ?\ J llctY,-ll i 11(' sa mpll's reICH led the 
presence of Myoobacteriu-m tuberculosis on direct examination. In 4 cases Streptococcus 
pneumoniae was cultivated, in 2 cases Staphylococcus aurellS and in one case 
FriedlandeT's bacillus. 

Ne\(~nty the samples of g-al-lt1'ic washings \yere examined by guillea-pig inoculation 
and cultural methods for the presence of M ycobar;teTimn tuberculosis. Most of these 
S~1m pie,s l:ame from prospcetive el1lignmt,c; who on X-ray examination revealed "Rlcified 
foci or signs of infiltration. The TnbeTcle bacalus was'isolated from 19 cases. 

Ice-Orearo. Samples of i{:e-l:ream were subllJitted til (lIP lahoratCll'\' and \\,(,1'e 
eX~Lll1iJwd hy thc' methylene hI\!(, l'edlldion test for gTaclin;.;' from the hyt:(ien'i(' stalldpoint. 
InD S:illlpl(',; were' t'x<llllillrd. Of tIIP:'(' 7:2 \\('I'e foulld 10 \\'C (;radl' J, 1;) \n'I'" j";i!ii!l to 
be Grade 2 (satisfactory) and 22' failed to reach the necessary standard. 

Skin Department. j:{() :'amp]('s of blood \H~n' tested for tIlt, 1\nlll1 & \\';I-;';tTlll'll1ll 
reactions. Of these samples 17 gave a positive Wassermann Rnd ten a positive Kahn. 
The rest yielded a negative result. 

Thirty nine smears were submitted for bacteriological examination. Of these two 
sho:v~d the presence of N. Gonorrhoeae; one Streptococcus faecalis; four Gram positive 
bac~llz and 12 showed only Stap.hyloG'Occi. 19 cases of suspected ringworm were examined 
for presence of spores with negative findings. 



TABLE LXIi 

Results of examination of Swabs for C. Diphtheriae 

Swabs received Onset of Disease Period of Convalescence 
[rom Isolation 

Hospitals , 
1st 2nd I ;lrd 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th <)th 

---1----· 
Positive ... ... ... .. . 18 

I .. . 104 I 4 38 28 2J X II 5 5 2 3 

Negative 402 264 I 186 252 234 106 66 30 19 17 20 19 ... ... ... . . .. . 
I 

---1--- ----- --- ------ --- ,._---- --- .-

i 
I 
I 

Total ... ... ... .. . 506 282 190 290 262 127 i4 41 24 22 22 22 

-------

roth 11th 12th 
---

3 -. -

4 6 6 

.-- --- --
7 6 6 

Swabs 
from Tot"l 

COlltncts 

-_._---_. ----------
2 2-? j-

140 1,77 1 

------ ---------
142 2,023 

--------- -~~~---

~ 
-4 
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E.N.T. rrhirty five swabs were submitted from cases of e[11' discharge for the 
ipola,tion of the responsible microorganisms and their sensitiyity 10 sulphathiazole, 
anrC'oltlycin, terramycin, chloromycetin, streptomycin and pen ieillin. 

Malaria. On three oocasions blood smears for malaria were examined "\\"ith neQ'atiYe 
results, 7\0 e[1"O'" of suspected local origin were reported during the year, L 

Trachoma. Hix conjunctival scrapings \yere examined [or the presence of inclusion 
bodies, \\"hieh \'.Ne detected in one ('use ollly. 

Leprosy, Six nasal SIlH':l:'S and six smears from a skill slit \n~re exumin{,<l for 
the presence of Myaobacterium leprae. Hansen's bacillus was detected in one nasal 
smear and in its {;orresponding skin slit smear, 

Miscellaneous. Four ascitic fluids were examined for the presence of 1\1 ycobacterinm 
tube'l'Culosis or other pathogenic mircoorganisms with negative results. 

One hydrocele fluid examined was foulld to be sterile. 
In connection with '2 cases of Tetanus neonatorum, samples of talcum powder, 

thread and instruments used were examined for the presence of Clostridium tetani :with 
negative results. 

Dead chickens and samples of faeces were submitted from noyemment Experi­
mental Farm at Ghammieri. These were examined with special reference to the 
presence of microorganisms in connection with bacillary \vhite dysentery, No pathogenic 
organisms were isolated, 

r1'wo splenic smears for the presence of L,D, Bodie" yielded a negati\'e re,;nIL 

Scales and scrapings from an infected toe-nail and sinus were examined with a. 
negative result. 

Injediol1s of nikethamide, tef'to"teronl' pl"OpicHlate, morphine and h:n)"cine, 
adrenaline and water were tested for sterility and found tal be so. 

Plague. No cases of suspected plague \yere reported during the year. JJead rats 
a.nd mice were examined for any &uspicion of plague infection. The rats were submitted 
by the Rodent Control Officer and by the Services - none showed any suspicious signs 
of the disease. The number and species of the rats is &hown in Table mill. 

TABLE LXIII 
, 

Number and species of rats examined (Oivil) . 

I I Month Rattus Rattus: Rattus Mus Total Found 
Norvegicu<; , F:ugiverus I Rattus Musculus infected 

January ... 
~I i 

Nil 24 1 2 27 
February (17 I IS Nil 
March 40 :2 42 Nil 
April 73 2 I I 6 9 2 Nil 
May J89 !S 4 198 l\' il 
June 68 6 74 ]'\ i 1 
J lily 102 4 

.., 10C) l\'il .) 

August 187 4 i 1 1 1 203 l\ il 
September 289 2 24 315 1\ iI 
October ... 179 ;1 4 185 l\ il 
No\"ember 6q II I 8r 0. il 
December 140 '4 2 146 l\ il 

i 1--"-----"--- --" 
~ , ; i 

Total 
I 

Nil I.477 36 IS 67 I,SqO 
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Mouth i Rattns I Ha1llls Ha ttiiS ,\Ius I Total Found 
Xon'eglcus : Frugi\erus Rattus _-,~I!~c~~~ infllcterl 

J illl1l3ry 
j' e;)ruary 

l\Iarch 
April 
:VI 3)' 
r till!: 
) ul Y 
:\ :\\!\l.;;t 

:::'cptem bel' 
Octuh, r 

'" 

:\OVC1ll\)( r 
December 

rptal 

Sprillg~. etc. 

""-~~----

6 85 [4 I 105 
37 6 I 44 

J 34 13 51 
3 4 56 

.,,, 
-) 88 

6 2 47 45 100 
25 5 "0 ,) 

41 9 50 
4 9 1 1 1 ,) 30 15 6 

17 17 129 61 224 
5 66 i4 85 

2 12 40 I I i 65 
17 15 

-I 59 16 
I ____ I~~! 

51 73 I /'7"'2 249 
I 

1, 105 
I 

I ,) 
I 
I 

TABLE LXV 
Bacteriological Examination of Water. 

I 
I'rohable number of coliform organi~mR ill 100 ml. 

of sample (lIIc1ready',; Tables) 

1

_· I 
, I I 

I N'j 3 to 111 to 2i to I i:ll to ..j I to 90 I 180 

r.; il 
[\; il 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
l\' il 
Nil 
Nil 
i\ il 
Nil 
Nil 

]\ il 

1 I 10, 20 UO. 40 SO I 

--------1--1---.-- - -,--I 

Total 
llumbElf 

of ~ample8 
tested 

Spring:;: 
Malta: 

\Yled d Kbir 
Tal Hlas 
Wipd d Gha~el 
Fawwara (Qn'lIdi) 
Buskl'(l (~Ifrfrie\\'i) 
Ghnjn qajjed 
Ghain Tuffieha 
Mellit·j};\ ... 
llingli Pumping Stalion 
Kundia '" .. , 

Gozo: 

" 

Goajn Abdul 
Ghar Ilma 
Marsairorn 
Mgarr Ix-XlTli 
Mfrarr Pumping 
San Lawre z 

Station 

He.,ervoirB: 

Schinas 
Luqa 
Ta' 'Qnli 
Santa Lucia (Oozo) 

T!l.p~: 

Valletta 
Floriunu 
Humrun 
Sliemu 
~bida 
Qormi 
Zebbu i , 

Cosrle~a 
Zejtun 

Total 

52 
52 
~,) 

()~ 

53 
52 
b2 
54 
fi2 
r,,3 
54 

26 
2tJ 
3~ 
30 
::1 

:3 

fi2 
52 
fi,) 
3 

52 
52 
02 
58 
5:3 
54 
52 

1O:i 
ri2 

1.307 

I , 

" ! 

.. , i 

1 

.. 
1 

2 
1 

2 

5 
4 
-I 
1 

1 
1 
2 

52 
52 
fi2 
54 
52 
52 
56 
53 
52 
56 

26 
26 
:18 
34 
36 
3 

52 
52 
54 
B 

52 
52 
52 
54 
54 
56 
52 

11'6 . I I ,! 52 -"-' -: -'-"- --"-' -1-"'- ;-"-' - --'.'-'-I--"·-i----
2 1 I 25 I 1.385 

I 
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E~T()I\I()li)(;H':\j, ",,\lOHK 

The Laboratory has hac1' various occasions to carry out research in' connection with 
insect vectors, and for this purpose the Entomologist yisited 53 premises in various 
parts of the Island in connection with his search for the Phlebotoml/s pappatasii after 
ea,ses (;[ ]\:aIa, ~\zar, TIIC l'hIeiJo(OI1111S \Y<I';. ill LL'(. fOllnd anc! <:oIkded in ·1 c:f t11(, 
premise::, visited. The Entomologist yisited also y(\riolls watercourses, pools and other 
localities suitable for breeding of mosquito larvae, ~(J anopheline, however, were 
discovered. 

Flea:-Ir:dex. The l'renolltiH' ('<llllpai)211 [)\' tIll" Uel'<!rtllWll( <l!..'<lills( pla!!ne lw,:, 
been maintainec1'. 2695 dead rats, submitted bv the HocIent Control Officer and by the 
Defence Services, were examined for signs of il~fection. Besides, a total of 38 live"rats, 
from the same sources \,-ere exalllined for flea-index: :')'O:l fleas were collected made 
up of the following species, Xellopsylla dlPOpis Jfl;). LeptolJsylla 8. and Ctenoce­
phalu8 9. 

!'O H'l' H K\ LTH ; .. n: n \' [(' E 

'l'he number of ships and ain:raft in"pected during the year under I'e\'i\,\\, \\'a,; 
16::36 and 154(j respec·tively a,; :lgninsi 1644 and :217£) ]'cspec:tin~ly during the prC\-iCllS 

,veal'. The numher of aircraft inspec:ted is le,;s than that of the prC'ceding year; this, 
however, i" not to be taken 11" denoting a decrease ill tmffie as the fl{.('ure given is 
only for those aircraft which \\'ere attended to hy the Airport }lpc1ical Officer and 
not for all aircraft tou(',hing down at ;\irp1rts. :\ir-tralhc is adually in('l'cas;ng and 
(,here seems to be lIO illllllediate probability of any falling off in the nUlllher of air,eruft 
and air-passengers calling a,t l\Ia.lta.: 

During tIle year under re\'ie\\' 1.1](~n" were 110 major t'pidt'mies ahroad which 
threatened diredlv the health of the J'opulatioll or t he:-:e Islands. N evcrtheless, 
sForadic <::ases 'of ~ma,ll-p()x, typhus, and relapsing f(,\'(,/' cc:currea in :\'orth ;\frica and 
the Neal' East. vVhereas sea-passengers u;;ualI.\' arri\'ed fl'Olll these countries after the 
incubation period, air pas;;cngers reac·lted :'I[altn \vitltin tIle incubation period and 
therefore nec:essitaied eons/ant vigilance all the year round, Small nnthreaks of 
epidemic: diseases in eountries \\'hieh are norlllalI~' !tealthy required special attention, 
as for example the outbreak of small-pox in Yorkshire and Lancashire in Tvlar<.:h, which 
necessita,ted the keeping under me(lieal ';llneillalwe of ;1l1 the pnssengers ulTi\'ing froIl! 
the D.E:. both by sea and by air. 

One passenger arriving by nir was found to be ,;utrel'ing' frolll a malarial attack 
and was rernitted to the Isolation Hospital. Se\'(~ral other passengers, who were 
found to be suffering from \'arion,; llon-infedious complaints "\\'Pre spnt to I\ing (Jporge 
V hospital. 

It has ~ow become eOllllllOli practic:e for :'IIa,;ters of ships of various nationalities 
tOi send wireless lnessages to the Port Hpaltll Oftice asking' for medical achiee. rl'hese 
requests htLVe a!\\'ays been prOlllptly answered <Incl t!te ships c'olllcl in lllany instance;; 
prooeed to destination without interrupting their voyage. but in a few cases when 
the patien/s on board the ships required hospitalization the -:\Iasters were achisell 
accqr,dingly. 

Masters 01' ships calling at :'IlaJta, ltH\'e often tl\uiIed tllelllst'IYes of the opportnnity 
to land sick members of their crew for medical or surgical treatment in 0111' hospitals. 
Amongst ti'e infectious {'ases thus landed during tIle year the most common \\'ere 
measles and chickenpox. rrherc were abo two cases of leprosy. As regards the 
infecti<;ms diseases in tran;;it, excluding Yenereal diseases, the most common was 
pulmonary tuberculosis, followed by {'hiC'kenpox, malaria. mea"jes and mumps. 

I -wish to place on record the case of the Polish ship ilL\'. "Bat01'y" \yltic:h called 
here from Indian ports 011 the 28th February. It had among its 500 passengers an 
Indian student \\'ho was diagnosed hy the ship's surgeon and an In(11an elector 011 

board, as suffering from chickenpox. Our Port Medical o ffi<:: 01: considered this case to 
be small-pox and took all the necessary precautions. The patient -was later landed at 
Gibmltar where his disea!"e Wa" confirmed as small-pox. 
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TIlt' water <IIllI)ulanee wlliell had ht·el1 de:::tro,H'(1 by enemy action during the \\,;11' 

WH.S rcplaeed by a IIp\\" one in December. 

TIle Port Sanitary Inspe<'to)' paid \';lriolls nSlts ()j' inspection on board :::hip" and 
1Hhi:::ed ahout ;,;:milar,\ <llTOlIll1lodatiOI1, Ill" al"o ket't IlndE'r eonstant ;:''llpervision for 
hygienic pUlJ)ose::: the bonded store;.;, \\,:l)'ehou~e,.; an(1 the l',stabli"hment·s for the storage 
of foodstutrs ill tlie h:lrhour art'a :111(1 n';":lIia)'h he look "aJtJple~ for examination at the 
laboratory of the Department. 

A sUll1lllary of the work perfoJ'llled by the Port and Airport Health Staff during 
H)£ii) is shmm in r['able LXVI, 

TABJ~E LXYI 

Summary cf work performed by the Port Health Staff in 19-53 

Ships inspected 111 the Grand Harhollr 
Ships in;.;pedec1 III all the harbours 
Ships inspected at MarsaxIokk Bay 
Ships inspected at lVIarsalllxett Harbour 
Nhips inspeded outside harbour 
A.irl;raft dealt \\'iih by tIl(' Port }Icdie,ti ()ffict'rs 
Ships inspected and adlllittt'd to pnniqllt· 
Ships inspeeted and kept ill qunralltiliP 
Nhip,-; I nl\'ing' OJ' IIil\ing h:\(1 infectious (1i~~'a"~", ()n hoar"l 
Aircraft IUl\'jng ini'ectioll;'; di"eases Oil board 
Number of {'asp" oj' inrectioll" rlise<l:-w;,; on hoard 
Number of cases of infeetioll" di;.;ea:-;es di:-;po"ed or pri()r to arri"aI 
Number of case;.; oj' infectious disease;.; lal)(;ed at }Ialta '" 
Passengers (by sea) SPI'H> (1 with \\:tl'lling for slll'willancr 

1,534 
1,636 

8] 
17 
~ 

1,546 
1,632 

4 
26 

NIl .. 
L15 
4 

1;1 
1.5;30 

4:3H 
8M 
905 

Passengers (by a i l'l ;.;en'ed \\' it II wa l'Ili Ilg for slll'\'ei lin nct' 
Pa,ssenger;.;(by sea I ;.;pn-ed \"ith "lJot i('e" J'!' ill/'ectiOlI;' disp:!se 

Passengers (h~' air) :-:Pl'y('(1 \rith "n()liel''' I'P inj'ecliou;.; di:-:l-:'a:.:(· 
Passenger" kept lllldl'r sun'('illallCe in;';I)('('led ;It t1H-' Port Health Office 
Inspections of illljloried fresh fish 

'46 
... (tons) ]4{) 

Ships partially disinfect, d 
Ships partially ftlmigated 
Aircraft disinsedecl OJ' disillfected 
8hips. lighters and otlier ('raft ill"pel'ted hy till' Pori Nanital'Y Tn"pector 
Certificates )'e-Ha,\'. Nt1'<l\\' and Cotton ,,(>(,a examined 
Cl'l'tifieates ('(0 'rorna toes E'XHlllinc(1 

Foodstuffs, etc .. eX:lIIliIlPr1 by the ])ort Ranitary Insp,'('tol' ;­

Pre:-;erved 
Preserved Veg-eta bles 
Tinned meat 
Frozen meat 
Pigs' feet 
Fats 
Soups 
'I'illnecl fislI 
Tinned milk 
Sugar 
Jam 
Biscuits 
Chocolate &: NweeL 
Coffee 
Oatmeal 

also c1iscarded me~s gear. J-l.~r. Victualling Yard. 

~ ,~)(J() Ibs. 
11,0()0 Ib:-;, 

2.700 Ibs, 
2,000 Ibs, 
:1,000 Ibs. 

HOO Ibs. 
400 Ibs. 
500 Il>s. 

161,800 tins 
HOO Ibs. 

6.200 Ibs. 
1,750 Ihs. 
1.700 Ibs, 

900 Ibs. 
7,600 Ills, 

1:\ 
NIL 
NIL 

] .4Ll 
R 

63 
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FREE l1DIUNIZA'l'lOl\ SEH,vlCE 

This sen ice was under the direetion of a J\Iecli<:al Oilicer who had with him two 
Sanitary Inspectors, one Nurse and one J\I. T. driYer. The' team v1sited in rotation 
towns and viflages ~nd .with th.e hell; ?f tl!e l?cal Health Visitor. and Sanitary Inspe~tor 
offered free ImmUlllzatlOn agamst lyphoJd Jerel' and Vlplttltena. and B.C.U. yaccma­
tions. Inoculations were carried out at GOYernment Schools but wheneyer possible 
arrangements were also made for the team to \"isit priyate schools. 

Some time before a dish·iet wa\':) yisited the Sanitary Inspector attached to the 
team went to the local sehool, anel explained to the head-teacher 'what was expected 
from him so that the session of immunization in his distrid might by successful. 
Likewise the Rev. Parish Priests were contadec1 and their help and encouraO'ement 
were solicited. '" 

Three days before field work in imlllunization was commenced, the mobile cinema 
van of this Department visited the district in the eyening and exhibited films with 
running commentary emphasizing the vulue of immunization to the public. '1'his 
information was also brought to the notice to heads of families by house to house 
visits by the Sanitary Inspector of the area. Dlll'ing the \isit, the Sanitary Inspector 
handed ont to heads of families .cards for all children re(luiring immunization. '1'11e 
Hea.Ith Officers of the Education Department likewise wne of great help in explaining 
the value of immunization to parents and upper fornls sclwol children. 

Sessions for immnnization against 'ruber<:ulosis and Typhoid or Diphtheria were 
mostly .carried out on alternate weeks. During the sessions de\otec1 to B.C.G. vaccina­
tion the first three days of the week "ere empl(\yed .in testing with the Adrenalin 
Von Pirquet method and the following three day,; to Yflceinating with B.C.G. all 
those persons who had given a negatiye (less than :3 1Il111. infiltration) result. Children 
and young adults from 1 year to 21 years of age were tested anel mccinatec1. The 
dose wf!.S taken as 0.1('.<:. of n fresh suspension of B.C.G.Bacilii prepared at the State 
Serum Institute of Denrnark 

With regard to Diphtheria, children from (i months to G yeaJ's ,yere given two 
injections of 0.5e.c. A.P.'1'. with an inten'al of 4 weeks between the first and second 
injection. Inoenlations against 'ryphoic1 were carried out with anti-typhoid paratyphoid 
A B :C Vaccine ('I'.P.3) and were reseryed for older C'hil<1ren and young adults bet\yeen 
the ages of 9 nnd 21 years. The initial dose ,\"as O.2c.C'. an(l the seeon.c1 inoculation 
given after an interval of 4 'Yeeks was 0.5 c.c. 

During 1958 the total attendance for anti-typhoid immunization was:-
1st Dose 2782 
2nd Dose 2220 

giving an overall percentage of imlllunised per>;ons of 2K.l %,. 
During the same year Diphtheria totals were:-

1st Dose 206G 
2nd Dose ] 58:3 

giving a 24.8% of immu,nised illf,mts. 

The above figures do not include ehildrell i newt! la ted by the Rehool Medical OfJ1cer, 
by the Child Health Officer or by private practitioners. 

During the yea.r under revie,v ] 1 ,,:j£5 per,;ons wer(~ tested with Adrenalin Von 
Pirquet and out of this total ;3201 were nceinah'd '\'jth B.C.U. being negative re­
actoi·s. 5022 were positive reactors, 14U failed to present themselyes for final checking 
of the test and 99 nega.tiye reactors refused mccination. 

Anti-typhoid immunization gave very fanJUrable figures in H):,);3. This is largely 
due to the fact tha.t this age group is mostly Illade up of gruwn up children who can 
present themselves for vaccination ·with the eX]Jressed ,yi,;h of the parents, but \vithout 
the necessity of the parents haying to carry the child themselves, thereby leaving the 
household work. Diphtherin did not show an appreciable rise perhaps because of this 
reason. Mothers are Yerv reluctant to leave the house and spend some time waiting 
to have their children i~nmunisec1. R.C.(i. vaccination showed a rise of 4,000 from 
the 1952 figures. But B.C.G. has always been Illneh more popular with the local 
public especially in rural a,reas. 

Tables LXVII. LXVlII show the area,; \'isited by the team and the nuillber of 
persons inoculated. The figures showing the result of'13.C.G. yaccination is giren III 

Table XXX. 
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'l'ABLE LXVII 
__________________ T_y:.cp:..h_o_~_~_Im_m_u_n_is_a_t_io_n ________________ _ 

DISTRICT RegistcrL'd IS I ()s~ 

I
N,). of PC'SQl,S t . 

--------- ------ ------

Dingli 
Mar.amxett . 
Safi 
ZlIrrieq 
Qrendl 
K'rknp 
Si"gieIVi 
St"Joscph Asylum (Zabbar) 
A"provcd ~Ch()O' (Hamrun) 
Cini's I nstitule \Hamrun) 

Total M.dta 

cozo 
Natlur 
Qala 
Victoria 
Xaghra 
Xewkija 
Gtlajnselem 
San nat 
Munxar 
St. LuCia & Kercem 
San Lawrenz 
Chasn 
Gharb 
Zebbug & 1\la, sa'lorn 

Totai Cozo 

Total both Islands 

DISTRIC r 

Oingli 
Marsaxlokk ... 
Safi 
Zurrieq 
Qrendi 
Kirkop 
Siggicwi . 
St J oSt'ph Asylum (Za bbar) 
Apploveci School (Hamllll1) 
C 111'" Institute (Hamrun) 

Total ~Ialta 

GOlO 
Nadur 
Qa];, 
Victoria 
Xaghra 
Xewkija 
Ghajnslelcm ... 
Sanl1at 
MlIl1Xaf 
St. Luci,l & Kercem 
San Lawrenz 
Ghasri 
, harb ... 
Zebbllg & 1>.brsafurn 

Total Cow 

Total both Islands 

I 

I 
i 

25° 
112 
540 
416 

726 
366 
ti53 
528 
838 
35-1 
298 
120 

260 
100 
76 

23-1 
:2:1.6 

~·999 
._------

7,889 

I 5 ~ 
q6 
19 2 

28.> 
176 
127 
III 

.,-1 
')7 

2 

l) 

90 

79 
-_._---

1,611 
------

2782 

(, 1 

45 
26 

341') 
161 
36 

186 
2'} 

73 
! :)2 

1-'--' 
i 995 

83 
'0-1 
210 

2.:j1 
qo 
J j 2 

75 
30 

9 1 

9 
80 
57 

1.233 
-----

2.2:28 

TABLE LXVIII 
Diphtheria Immunisation 

~o. of PCl sons I {5t :)osc 
Registered I . 

______ I ___ ~_ ---I 

1 Refr. slwr 
2nd Dose I Dose 

12 I 

255 
156 
726 
35 8 
2 19 
662 

25 

638 
280 
608 

4+7 
7·1/ 
347 
21 3 
70 

137 
56 
41 

126 
155 

13 13 
,------1----

8;5 I 677 

17-1 

75 
178 
228 

74 
142 
75 
35 
82 

111 

47 
142 

182 
33 

J22 

44 
34 
52 

80 
59 

2 

17 
]6 
4+ 
12 

14 

---- ---i-------
3~65 1234 906 

-- ·,-1---·-
6491 I :;of)6 105 

Ex-Patient i \'acci!lation 

2 

3 

3 8 

() 

I.) 

23. 1 
18.0 
13 2 

6-1 0 

38 7 
15. 2 
20,6 

100 () 

53·3 

34·4 

11'4 

28·4 
3·P 
45· 5 
!6·7 
31 .(. 

25·5 
25.0 

35 0 

1.0 

11.8 

34. 1 

---------<-----,----
4-1 

52 28 I 

EX-I';l ti~fJt ' U 11 fit for! 0 I, 
I Vaccinatio'l I In'll1ullisccl 

2 
3 
3 
:2 

5 
5 
3 

13 

----1----' 
4 I 34 

i 

4 
-+ 
2 

1 S 
3 

2 10 

2 3 

7 

4 

I ?S 
s--I--g;-

---;--1-- 119 

2} l) 

30 9 
4 LO 

37·4 
33·5 
3"6 
31 5 
840 

1000 

26.8 

'73 
17·5 
233 
40 7 
4·4 

35 I 
20.6 
48 .5 
37·9 

6·34 
:;8.oG 

22.8 

24·3 
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PUBLIC CLK\:\i-)L\(; 

This senice has met witb SOllle c1iHieultie" and was earried out at the expense 
of intense efI'orb and labour b,' the stnff- cOI1l·(:,l'l1ed. ('e1'ia':n llonseholders apparentl~' 
lw\'e not yet realised the importance of ('[nperation in our call1paign for deaner streets 
and thoroughfares; IH"rl1aps Ollr driw t(l enli:.:t Jlllhk· support \yill <"Yentuully ha\'C' 
successful results and help maintain ")ur s(n-'e[:,> 1111(1 rnhlic pla('{os clean and tidy, 

Scavenging. This servicp ('Olltirnwd to carry out it,", 1l()),llwl adi\'ities during the 
year under reyiew. 

rrhe dea.ning' of streets m_l:-: daily C<ll'lwd out ill :\Ialta allJ U()Z() \\-hile the beaches 
at Sliema, f-lt. .Julian·s, f-lt. Pau]'s Bay. (~I-wr-Lapsi ana ..\rar"alfol'l1, Gozo, -were 
l'Pgul:Lrl,v dealled dlll'ing the Snnllll('r period h.\' S(':lHngt'rs s]l('{'ia\ly l~lllpl()yed. 

The mcehanical-swel'jleJ' cOlltilllll'd to rUll{,tion dUl'in;,( the night ill the Yalletta 
a,rea. A gang of SCH\'engers was specially (:'Illpl(J~-ed for tIll' purpose of cleaning and 
flushing the \-allelta "\1<Il'ket during til(" e,-ellillg. after Ilormal closing time. This 
Hew system, besides gi\-ing lIlort' eHkiell! 1'l';<u11s, elilllinate(l altogether the incOl1-
Yeniel1ce that \\-as being C:lllspd to the pllhlj(' and s{all-l,yep 1'" alike. 

Tbe slop-water relllO, al seJ'yiel' by ;j lIlotur tanks detailed for tbe purpose continued 
to operate ill t/lose distl'i('L; not J)]'o"irl("c1 \yith se\yer:lge. 

House-Refuse Coll€ction Service. Till' ('olleel ion o/' c1Ol11estie-refuse {'ontinned to 
be regular/.\- perforllled while tIle renlo\'al of aslies <111(1 rpfllse frolll )'lilital'Y areas \Yus 
also carried out. 

The \Yorks ill ('olllleetiull \yitll tlw ('xtt'll"i()i1 of tIlt' l'llh'erizing- Plant at the 
Refuse Disposal Centre were {'olllpleted by tIlt' elleI or thl' .H'<lr and it is Jlresumed 
that tlw plant \\'(mld start functioning t() full l'HPlCjty ill the neal' future. 

l<'roill the Ilol1:,e-refuse eolle('ted during the year lIn(h-r rE'yie\\'. which amounted 
to 1(),:27e.:3DG tons the foIIO\\-ing by-prod lids \YP](' takell :~ 

I}ulrerized manllre . _. 

Scrap paper 
\Vaste ('ardhoa I'd 
Firewood 
Bags 
Scmp iron 
Gla.ss bottles 

7,:2;J;j tons 

:274 
:\1 
11 
I(J 
4 

The by -produds were sorted ou t, t rea ted and dio;po::;ed of on t he local market fur 
-£2,680. U. 7. }'ees raised through the ww by printe parties of the 'Yt'ighhric1ge 
installed at, the Refuse Di::;pDsal ('(,lltre amol1l1t(>(l to -!;;}iiG. IIi. lO. 

From the sale of the by-products relllaining frOll! last year and colleded during 
the year and frolll \\,pi."hhridge fees a c;1l11l of -l':i,:247. D. ;j was realized a" detailed 
hereunder ;-

Pulverized I1Wnlll\' 7.1 \1~ tOll;; for {I ,HOi) 7 !J 

Scrap paper :274 
" 

:27G 16 

vVaste <::Hl'dboard ,In 7G Hi 

F i l'O"W 0 oel Jl ., KG ;) 

Rags 10 ;3(j 

Scrap lron 4(J '277 :3 
Glass bottles Hi N') 4 10 , ~ 
Small quantity of eal'thenw,1re :20 

£:2,680 1:3 7 

\Veighbridge fees 566 16 lU 

'rota.! Re\'enue .-f;:3,247 9 u 

2717 tons of other refuse of no yalne \\'ere incinerated at the Luqa Dump and 
about one ion of glass bottles were supplied to the Goyernment Medica.l Store. 
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Maintenance of Public Conveniences. Ullrillg lhe ,H'Hr a ;-:pel'ial driw \\'as carried 
out for the pninting and \\'lIite\\'Clshing of ,'radicolly all the Public ('ollYenienees in 
}Ialta and CnzlJ. Xo efTon \\'a~ ;.q:ared to l'ai;-:e' (hpir ;-:tand;ml of cleanJilwss and many 
repairs '''ere effed(~d. }-lo\\'(:'H'r, it I", di"t ressillg to report 1 he deplora ble bella yjour (;1' 
certain irresponsible pl'rs'ons and it i", to he regrctted to record tktt \\'ilful damage and 
fouling was rampant ill nwny latrinE';; not !'l'[)\'idpd ",ith attendant". 

'l'hel beaeh-latl'lllP~ fOr Illt'n :It ~l. PailI',.; Ba\', Al'lnicl' ancl Sli(>llia as ,,'cJIl as for 
\I'omen at Qui-si-Sana and under the Tower, ~lie;lla, \\','l'l' 0!lt'nl'd during' the SlllllllH']'­

lllonths alHI ,,'pre rllll~' jlrol\'ided \"i'tll attenrlnnts. 

'Ehough llO lllH.I()j' infestati()n;.: \\'ert' re];ul't(>d' during (lit' yt':ll'. tlwUodt'nt ('ontrol 
Sedion did not relax its ellOl'ts and pl'Ol'eeded \"itb tlle ~,\'stl'lnati(: deratting of the 
towns, yillages llnd sewers of both bland". 'L'lw illljlOl't:lnce of tlIc~se preYenti\"e 
measnres is no\\' fully appreciated by the pllblic and "i.c:ns of inf(>r-tations 0)' traces 
of rats are irnlllcdintely reported to tIlt, Ho(lentCont)'()1 ()rtieer. 

A iotal of :'l:2 towns and \'iIlage,;, tog'etlH'r \"itll "11!Tounding areas, \vere gi\"ell 
eomplete treatments dllring the yea)' whilst the :-:c\\ers at YnIletta an(1 l,'loriana and 
at Victoria and CitwjnsilJlelll in (Tozo We'I'(' gin'l1 mutil1t' trl'atlllents at six monthl,Y 
intervals. 

'1'he Hode'nt Control Of/in>!' also attelllled to :2,:Vd cast's of JIlinOJ' rat-; and micE' 
infestafions reported by the pllblic: a total kill of :').:2rJil I':lts alUl 7:lC) mice was ),l',(:ol'c1e(l 
following treatment. 

In connection with surveys for rat infestation,.; the rodent control s<juads inspected 
44,987 premises of whidl n,mn were found to require treatment, Premises requiring 
mt proofing works and accumulation of )'llhhis;1 nifnrdillg IJa!'\)ollragp for nils \\'el'e 

reported to the Sanitary Inspeetor of till' al'pa. 

The 1\odent Control C0I111llittl'e, made lip of l'P[Jresentati\'e:-; of this J)epartlllent 
and th0 Defrnc:e t-lel'l'iees, met six times clllrinc:' tlie war to coordinate, the wOl~k of 
the seyeral depal'tlllent.s as regards rodent cOlltrol wo'rk HlJ<1 to di~C:lIss the progress 
ac:hieypcL Complete co-operatiolJ pl'e\'ai!ecl at t 11(''';(' lIIeet;ng:-; thus ensuring llnifonnit~, 
of treatment and cOll(,prted action \\'hen ('ont iguolls art'as under ('.i\'il alld t-len'ice~ 
control \H're inmlw,(i. The Hoc1ent Control OHi<'er delllonstrate<1 ll)('aslll'es for the 
extermination of rats to persolllwl of tIle H.:\.F. 

]'or purposes of control against plag'ue the Hodent Cuntrol Ollict'r ,.;ublllitted }:2() 

live rats to tIle labomtory for flea-index und exalilination. 

The SIH:ce,:s of the roden t control ealll pa ig II ('an he ga uged 1,,\' t he fa d tlia t t lie 
number of' cascs of ::'Ilurine Typlll1s reported dur;ng tilt' q'ar is the 10\\'8,.:t eyer recorded. 
){urine Typhus first lIl:ule its appearance in these Islands clnring ]n44 and the incidence 
of this dist'ase has heen decre.Hsing ,\E':l1' b,Y year. ]'rolllpt adion is ilwariahly taken 
for tho deratting of tlIt' illlll1ediate area \\'1lenm1er a 11e\Y cll:-e'is rcpol'ted. 

Tho estimated nUllIber of rats destroyed and tht' numher of dead rats found during 
the year is gi"en in Table LXIX \"hile other inforlllation in COllllPctioll ,,,ith rat 
control work is givt'n ill 'Tahles 1,;\ X and ID(XT. 

TABLE LXIX 

Number of rats destroyed during 1953 

. ,'~'. i Corre"ponrl- I 
Pprio,l I L. tllnater] 'iner number Dead I ats 

. 1l1!Ill
I'er of fo? previous collected 

! rats kIl1el1 veal' . 
------ .. ,-.. -I --- .. - --'--- -----

16th lJ"'f'fmher, Il!S.! to 15th Fehru;lry, ' 
i 95 3 ... 

!11th Felll"Uary, 1053 to 15th April. 1953 
16th ApriL 1953 to I:;th June. 1<)53 ... ! 

16th June, 1953 to 15th August, 19:;3 '" I 

16th Augu,~, 1953 to 1 Sth October, 1953 . 
:6111 Octob,or, 1953 to 15th December, I 

1953 

T ota! 

4,3 2 3 5,233 
3.3 20 -t,o·; 5 
3,5 28 3, S SI) 
3.062 2.8 r)2 

3,OS3 3,5 I 5 

3. 2 38 3.76 <) 
------ -_._--

20·554 23,C)2 

19( 
24 S ' 
5\.!6 
4-'> 1-
61S 

300 
----~ .. 

2,335 

Correspond­
ing Ilumber 
for previous 

year 

477 
479 
345 
400 

554 

475 
-----

2.73 0 



Zinc Phosphide 

;1 
2227::[. 

TABLE LXX 

Quantity of poison used in the preparation of baits 
(in ounces) 

:-\ r scnic 

:\ il 

Alpha-;\ al ,hlhy I tilj('-lirea 

(I. n tu I 

TABLE LXXI 

:1 
I 2Y4 

I,eel \ quill l'owrln 

23~·q 

Summary of ope·rational details in connection with the destruction of rats by the pre baiting method 

~o. of Areas 
. given 

fust trpatmellt 

2.3 2 

Ko. of Areas 
gIven 

second treatment 

23 2 

QUalm t y of 
plain baIls bid 

(in ollllc(8) 

47,876 

Quantity of 
plain baIts laid 

(in ounce,,) 

IS. r 32 

f'Jnin 
hait takrs 
ohsrrwd 

) 3,7 2 9 

Plain 
bait takes 
o!Jserved 

1,ljl 

First Treatment 

QnaJltity of 
poi~on baits laid 

(in ollllce~) 

I 1.359 

Second Treatment 

(~ualltity of 
poisoll hn it- laid 

(in oHllers) 

1070 

Poison ilait 
take~ oh-crvrd 

(in onllel's) 

7.c)S3~ 

Poison bait 
takes oh8erd~\l 

(in ounces) 

974 

Dead rat~ 
colleet('d 

2, 269 

]lead rat, 
collected 

66 

Estim,l1erl llumilP!" 
of" lat~ killf'ci 
In- pobon;llf! 

195 01 ) 

Est illla ted lIuTIlber 
of rats killed 
h.l- jlOiSOlllllg 

I 054 

-1 
o 
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IXREGT COX'I'HOL 

As in previous years an intensive eampaign against insects was carried' out 
espeeiall,v during the Rummel' months. A 5% liquid D.D.T. solution prepared by 
this Department and D.D.T. powder were mostly used. 

D.D.rr. powder of 5 or ]0% strength was used for the eradication of bugs, cock­
roaches and other insects from private dwellings, warehouses, fact~)l"ies etc. An 
empty granary pit in Floriana whieh was heavily infested with cockroaches was 
slwcessfully treated by repeated pumping of D.D.T. dust by means of "rotary 
blowers". On another occasion the rotary blower helped to stop an infestation of 
"bristle ta.ils" (Lepsima Saccharina) from sprcading in the an'hives of a. Government 
Department. 

Aet.ive measures were ta,ken throughout the year but especially during the Summer 
months against fly nuisance. Accumulabms of refuse and deteriorating organic material 
were removed by order of the sanitary a,uthorities and spraying with D.D.T. liquid 
regularly carried out.. 

Action against the breeding of ll10sguitocs \\'as also intensified. Stagnant pools 
of water were drained, a number of water cisterns in gardens and on roofs of, houses 
were cleared of weeds and SOllle water tanks were emptied of their contents and treated 
with insecticides including D.D.T. 

Liguid D.D.T. solution 'was also used to disinfest ;')2 houses and their neighbour­
hood where cases of Leishmaniasi" 11:1c1 been reported. 

TABLE LXXII 

Summary of work performed in connection with Insect Control 

l'la"es treated with D.D.T. Liquid ~ a/a solution 5 or 10 0 J 0 dust 

Government hospitals and Institutions 721 gallons 80 Ibs; 

Private dwellings 198 ,. 202 
" 

Private schools, .. 20 
" 

10 

Factories and shops 71 " 69 " 
Markets ... 49 

Civil Abattoir ... 29 " 
Refuse dumps ... 94 ., 80 Ibs. 

FOOD AND DRINK 

The gnality and standard of food and chink were ensured by frequent visits of 
inspection of bakehouses, confectionerieFl, restaurants, flour mills and wine, beer and 
lemonade factories and other premises in which food and drink were prepared, manu­
factured or stored, Samples were frequently taken from snch premises and aIso from 
shops. 

Officials of this Department were often called to examine tins of sweetened con­
c1ensed milk which had been returned to the Milk Marketing Undertaking by the 
public as unfit for consumption. A total of 4,878 tins \\'ere examined out of which 
over 8G8 were found unfit for human consumption. The rest were released for sale to 
confectioneries. 

"Certificates of unfitness" coyering It total quantity of 21, 096 Ibs. of deteriorated 
foodstuffs ,,,ere issued during the year; the foodstuffs in question were. destroyed' or 
disposed of under the supervision of this Department. 
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The following table shows the artieles of food unfit for human consumption and 
destroyed by Sanitary Inspectors during the year. 

Xumber of articles 

Tinned milk 
Cheec;e and milk products 
Lard 
Margarine 
Tinned meat 
Presh, processed or prepared meat 
Fowls and poultry 
Soups 
Tinned fish 
Fresh or cured fish 
Shell fish 
'rinned fruits and vegetables 
Fruits, vegetables and cereals 
Tomato paste 
Sugar, sweets, and confectiolleries 
Condiments 
Paste, bread and flour 
Wines and minerals 

FOOD POISON IN C; 

519 tins 
595 tins 

50 packets 
14 packets 

1,085 tins 
92 parcels 
;n head 
G5 tins 

268 tins 
G parcels 
3 parcels 

233 tins 
13 parcels 
93 tins 

483 tins 
114 tins 
60 parcels 

6 bottles 

3,730 articles 

Weight in lbs 

460 
215 

25 
7 

6,197~ 

3,750 
117 
25 

12R 
75 
30 

329 
20O} 
511} 

1,863 
46 
81} 

14,065 Ibs. 

During the year seyen outbreaks of fooel po:soning were brought to the knowledge 
of the Department. Three were due to the consumption of goats' milk, two to the 
consumption of ice-cream, and the other two were attributed to the consumption of 
meat. None of the food poisonings 'was of a serious nature, the patients recovered 
quickly without complications. 

In the cases of milk roisoning the milk was consumed raw an(l on investigation 
it was ascertained that in the three outbreaks the milk was yielded by animals suffer­
ing from abcesses of the udder. 

In the poisoning due to the eonsumption of meat two families were involved 
one in each outbreak. There were nil1e patients in all. Enquir:es revealed that the 
patients had consumed meat which '\'as kept at home unprotected and exposed to 
contamination by flies and dust. 

,Of the poisonings due to the consumption of ice-cream the most important 
OCCUlTed in August. 'l'he ice-creams were manllfadurec1 at a slllall factory and were 
supplied on a Sunday at a 'wedding paTty at Lia and at a reception at Birkirkara. 
45 patients were interviewed but there were certainly many other patients. Of those 
interviewed 20 lwd partaken of ice-cream at the 1--1ia wedding and 25 had ice-cream at 
the Birkirkara reception. 

The clinical feature.s manifested 'were more or less similar in aU the (;ases 'with the 
predominating symptom of acute and profuse diarrhoea. 'rhe incubation period was 
fairly long (average 12 hours) and in some cases the initial colicky pains preceding 
the diarrhoea were accompanied by pyrexia (102°F). 

The cases \vere notified to this Department on Tuesday morning that is two days 
after the occurrence of the poisoning and a smprise inspection was immediately 
effected at the factory cOl1cel'l1ed, but nothing abnormal was detected. Samples of 
stools from 5 p:1tients who were still suffering from diarrhoea were submitted to the 
laboratory witll negative results. Some ice-cream that was left over at the Birkirkara 
reception was "ubmitted for bacteriological examination bnt the result was also 
negative. 
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SANITARY INSPEOTORATE 

District Sanitary Inspectors carried ant Hl'2,701 inspectiolls of licensed premises in 
Malta and Gozo during the year. 

Bakehouses, flour mills, paste' fal'tol':( s .. 
Grocery shops 
Grocery shops licensed al~o for the "ale oj' ,yine and spirits 
Confectioneries and shops for the sa Ie of cheesecakes ... 
Restaurants and coffee shops 
Butchershops . 
'Wine and spirit shops 
Aerated water factories 
Milk shops and cIa iries 
Barbers 

:Malta 

~6,241 

29,631 
Hl,494 
B,865 
16,907 
16,678 
24,678 

2,784 
18,U66 
4,930 

Gozo 

'2,391 
5,977 
1,608 

401 
1,042 
2,597 
4,066 

163 
415 
677 

'1'he number of samples sllbillitted by Sanitary Inspectors to the Laboratory for 
examination was :-

Malta Gozo 

Foodstuffs 8,015 897 
Drinks 1,273 61 
'Vater 580 30 

The number of inspections or iIomws lliade by Sanitary Inspectors in Malta and 
Gozo during 1958 was fll ,:2~l:l and leg'aI p]'(~('eer1ing's were instituted as follows :-

Houses kept dirty 
Houses having acc:ullllliation of refuse or dung 
I-louses where an illW Is \\'(1'e kept in contra vention 
Households ordered to )"(:Illoye nuisam'es 
Households reporkc1 ill contra n I1t ion ()f sanitary laws 

and regulations 
Households reported upon for special defects 

Malta Gozo 

2,945 
1,498 
1,238 
,3,036 

645 
8,'233 

270 
3()4 
293 
999 

128 
1,246 

r1'he number Df illspedions of hOllse-draills \V<ls as follows :-

Drains inspected 
Drains tested ... 
Drains found defective 
Drains found obstruc:ted 
Cesspits cleaned by orc1:r of the Nanitary Anthorities .,. 
Cesspits reported ill {:ontravention ... 

Malta Gozo 

39,000 
4,588 
;3,217 
3,27G 
8,8G2 

35U 

3,970 
355 

61 
43 

471 
9 

The number of new house'S and other building-s completed during- the year was 
1,857 and the number of alterations ill existing- hnilc1in,£U:' was 662. . 

'During the same period 9HO honses were cOlllleded 'with the public sewer and 534 
were connected with cesspits. 

rrhe number of alterations in existing' drains connected with the public sewer was 
815 and in those connected with cesspits 159. 

A total of 20,382 inspections of premises under eOllstrudion was made during the 
year. 
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The number of disinffdions or disinfestatiollf; of houses performed' by Sanitary 
_Inspectors in Malta and Gozo after cases or snspected eases of Infedious diseases during 
the year was as follows :-

Malta Gozo 

Typhoid fever 117 4 

Tuberculosis 110 3 

Diphtheria 195 46 

Cerebro-spinal l\Iellin~dtis 5 i3 

Poliomyelitis 29 8 

Scarlet fever 15 2 

rryph llS Murine 7 

Leprosy 10 2 

Erysipelas 1 

Puerperal fever 6 

Measles 2 

I...Jeishmaniasis 52 

Broncho-pnen moni a 4 

Vat'icella ... 2 

The number of Rtatntory Notices issued during the year was as follows :-

General defects and minor nuisances ... 2,179 

The laying of house drains and their connection with tht' 
public sewer .. , 477 

The emptying of polin ted water tanks... III 

l'OPlJlu\H HEA I/I'l-I gnUCATION 

'1'he Mobile Oinema Unit of this Department continued its normal work during 
the year under review. All cities, towns and villages of l\lalta were visited several times 
during the year. Outlying hamlets which haw a, ~iz(';l hie ropulation Imve been visited 
for the first time with success. rrhe shows are ;..!i\-en after dark and the estimated 
number of people in the audiences nttemling the sho\\'s was 71.550 which proves the 
popularity of these performances. 

Eight different programmes were shmn1 during the year. These programmes 
involved the projection of nine different health films and sixteen Dtller educational films 
which are projected to liven the programmes and catch the crowds for the main health 
film feature. These educational films are lent to the ~Iohile Cinema Unit through the 
courtesy of the British Conncil Repl'esentati\-e in Yalletta nnd the Visual Education 
Centre of the Education Department. During the Coronation Fesivities a special film 
show was given to the inmates of the following f-ive· institutions:- St. Patrick's 
Salesi,an Institute, Sliema; St. Joseph Institute, Hu,mnm; :Nazarene Convent, 
Zejtun; St. Joseph Asylum, Zabbar and the Good Shepherd Convent, Balzan. In these 
Coronation programmes the heaHh films "::\Iary's Birthday", "Good Housewife in her 
I\:itcheil" and "How Town People Get 'l'heir \:Va,fer" were inc.luded. A short newsreel 
of activities in Malta specially photographed and pl'Oducecl by a member of the Mobile 
Cinema Unit in conjunction with the Colonial Film Unit was added to the programmes 
to incl'ease the interest of the crowds. 'This novel newsreel was well accepted by the 
audiences. 



'}'b1'ee films were received Oll loaD from the CmnuLUnil:uble Diseases Centre of tbe 
Public Health SelTi<..:p of the l'. fL·\.. These film" dealt mainly with refuse collection 
and disposal and were shown to a seleded audiellce of the Health Department. One 
of these films entitled "Befuse", dealing ,,"ith the wa~' in which householders dispose of 
their refuse, was shown in six different loc-aiitics. The t.ime limit of the loan curta.iled 
the possibility of the fdlll being ShOW11 all OWl' tIle Island. 

Five films dealing with the follO\\'jng medica I problelllc;;- "Portcaval Shunt", 
"Lobectomy", "Aureomycin", "AureomFin packing" and "Folvite" a preparation 
of Folic Acid, were received on loan from the Lpderle IJaboratories l<'ilm 1>i,"ision of 
the U.S.A. through the good offices of their Agent in Malta. :Four special sessions 
for medical practitioners showing these films were held, one at the Royal Uuiversity 
of Malta., Valletta, and three in the T-1pdurp HOOlllS of St Luke's Hospital. 
Guardamangia. 

'1'he Health Education Film Libran of this department received:4 new films 
during the year bringillg the total 111llnJ~er of films to 84. 

During the wintcr lllonths 4,()()O leatleb dealing \\;ith the prcl:Hutions to be taken 
against Influenza were distributed to all ·the lllain' schools, dubs and other places 
frequented by the general public. 

'1'be Mobile Cinema gay('t~ show;; ill ('ollilection with B.C.G. vaccination, 
exhibiting the film "You)' EIll'1I1,) Tuberculosis". 

In connection ,,"ith Dlphtheria and Typhoid IllIl1Iuni~atioll the films' 'Defeat 
Diphtheria" and "Cnseen enemy" wele projected for D times in areas selected for 
mass immunisation. '}'he film "Another Case of Food Poisoining" .dealing with the 
proper handling of foodstuffs and hygiene in food proclnci ng centres 'YHS shown for 
46 times in the main centres of thE' Island. 

In addition to these cinema sltO\n; the loud c;peaking apparatus of' the mobile 
cmema van gave 114 corner talks ill sevpral dist,rir·ts ",hert' the Free Imrnnni"ation 
Service was holding its sessions. 

'1'he Agricnlture DepartllH"llt <111(1 the Civil Defence Department both made use 
of the Mobile Cinema Enit for their programmc pnrpo:"es during the year. A special 
programme for the eivil Defence sessions was org'allised in which thc Health Film 
"Fly about the Houc.:p" was included. 

In Gozo the Mobile Cinema. Unit of that island held 16 "open-ail' sho\\',:; with a.n 
aggregate audience of 11,760 in connection \\'itll the Frpe Immunisation Service. The 
films "Defeat Diphtherin" and "r Ilseen Bnemy" were projected in 15 different 
localities. 

Moreover, several ta.lks \yere giyen on the (}ozo relay c;YSteJl1 on Sundav mornmgs 
by memhers of the Medical and H eaHh Department fitatiOl;ed in Gozo. . 
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(Frolll inforlllation supplied by the Senior \Vater Engineer -
"Vater & Electricity lJcpll'tmcnt) 

Pumping Plant .. -\ l\Iirlees Diesel c1rin.'l1 pump was ercded at tal-lila::; Pumping 
Sta,tion. At vVied il-Gttasel an alternator \yas in"talled and at San Anton the erection 
of a diesel engine was completed. 

Water Development Scheme. 

Ta' Kandja. At Ta' I\:andja wor.k in connexioll wIth the driyillg of galleries was 
continued; G50 feet of g,Llleries \yere clri\'en during the year. 

A two-ton electrically-clriven lwulage gear was installed and put into service. 

Miziep.Work on the de;e]opment of the :\liziep Syncline was taken well in hand 
during the year under reyiew and steady progress was ma illtained. 

a) Erection of Pumping Station:- ,Construction was taken in hand during 
the year; by the end of the financial year good progress was made. 

b) Shafts sinking:- Preliminary work in connexion \yith the sinking of 
shafts \vas taken in blind in October and exc:a\"ation in roc;k was commenced towards 
the end of the year. 

c;) Trunk Main - Miiien to Fiddien:- vVork OIl this trunk mam was 
started on 1st .July; the progress a~hie\-ed "\niS ~k; follO\ys:-

Diggiug trenches 
rl'ransport of pipes 
Laying of pipes 
.J ointing and c;anlking 
Hefilling trench 

12,390 feet 
468 tons 

bl,;-l90 feet 
680 sockets 

U,;:l!)O feet 

d) Sinking Borehoies :-- A borehole \\-ithin the site of pumping station was 
sunk. 

e) Boundary Wall and Sundry Works:- The llla~~ concrete retammg wall 
on north side of site and [onndn tiOllS for the -west bounda,ry "\\-a II were cOlllmenced and 
corapleted. . 

Exca vation 1'01' a, rain wa,ter tank 3U' xl 0' x 24' deep in (:onnexioll with the eooling 
systera of engines \\'ere carried out. 

Rainfall. The rainfall recorded by the Department totalled 26.\){j iuc;hes in Malta 
and 24.03 inches i~l Gozo from lst tleptemlJer 1D52 to ::llst August H)53. 

Water Testing and Sterilization. DaderiulogiLal and "alinity tpsb were regularly 
ca,rried out a,t the laboratory of the .:\Iedical and Health Department. Chlorination 
\\'as effeded by dllorine gas and chloride Dr lilne solution dosage at all \yater production 
roint.s. 

The maximum rec0l'ded salinity figures "\\-ere 2,1;5 parts Cltlorine per lUU ,UUO in 
the Wa,ter rrable and 0 parts Chlorine pcr IlhJ,()UU in the UJlPcr vYater Table. 

wells which was being carried 
of underground waTer extracted 

Survey of Private Wells. The Suryey of priyate 
out to determine the quantity, quality and utilization 
frora private wells was completed during the year. 

-~ -,.- ~.{ 

Laying of Water Mains. The following water mains were completed during the 
year under review. 

Extensions of water mains carried out at G-oyernment expense'. 
3" G9M feet 
3" (Tal-Virtu) 1600 feet 

Renewals. 3" 
12" 

8544 feet 

7232 feet 
1400 feet 
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SB"VERAGE 

(Prom info1'l11utioll supplied by the Engineer, Public \¥ orks Dept.) 

During the year under reyiew appreciable progress was made on the extension of 
sewers to several parte of the Island. Of :-:1'ecial interest is the commencement of works 
on street sewers in two Hew armes, .namely Birzebbuga and Siggiewi. 

At Sig'g'iewi steady progress has been maintainec1 since the work was started in 
July 1053. "Vork ill Biriehbng'a was unfortunately held lip due to a certain amount 
of delay in the importation of cast iron pipes needed for the cOllstruction of the 
interception under the sea water lew!. At first OI\'in12' to the large amount of water 
seepage into the trenches ad :anee ,\'as slow but now \york on the interception is 
going on in full swing and progress is satisfactory. Extension of street sewers above 
sea level has also ma(1e rema,rkable advances in spite of the hard nature of rock met 
with at the beginning. 

'l'he erection of the sewage pumping station at Birzebbnga, is still \yithheld pending 
tlw formnl aC(jllisition of the site. Plans, hO\n:,n~I', lmve already been drawn up and 
the work will be pushed ahead when all preliminary preparations are completed. 

Masonry work on the Dingli Pumping Station was ('ommenced in November, 
1953. The pumping plant for this station has also heen ordered nnc1 ,vi]] he in Malta 
in the near future. 

Extension of street sewers in the variollS localities were carried mit as follows:-

ZV[elliena: New Mill Street, Bth Street, 10th Street, North Street and Qasam 
Ranani Street - Total Hi17 feet. 

M osta: Constitution Street, Main Street, Ponson by Street, Dun Mikiel Xerri Street, 
St. Anthony Street and Orchard Street - 'l'otal 2123 feeL 

Naxxar: Alleys 3 to lcl, St. 1Ju<:~' Street, Parish Street and Lu(p Briffa Street 
'rota 1 2404 feet. 

Hamrun: Canon Bonnici Street, Parsons Street, Sulphur 11ane, Drewery Lane, New 
Street (l\Iarsa), St. Luke Street (Ci\Yanlamangia), anel several alleys 
in St. Vennel'a Street - 'l'ota I 278;'; feet. 

Birkirlwra: Ganu Street, Dun J)erin Lal1£', 2Vlotlli Street, St . .Toseph Street, Narrow 
Street, St. Rocco Street, Dyers f-!treet, Can ella Lane, High Street, 
Hassajjied Street, l\fattelmm Street. St. ,Tulian Street - Total 
3891 feet. 

Siggiewi: Hamija Street. Sigg'iewi Road, St. James Street, St. Nicholas Square, 
N arrow Street, St. Margaret Street - Total 8500 feet. Interceptor­
Shafts 1200 feet. Gnlleries !:JOO feeL 

Zebbug: Our Lady Street, Candlemas Street. Hal-Dwic-l Street, Siggiewi Hoad -
2080 feet. 

About 800 feet of these sewers \\'ere constructed in galleries. 

Dingli: St. Mary Sttwt, St. Palll Street, }\lain Street, Iliedna Street, Conception 
Street. St. Dominie Street, Cola Xam Street, Church Street, Parish 
Street - 'l'otal 1921 feet. 

T((Il· Virtti: Extension of sewer to 'l'raining Collegp - Total 888 feet. 

Giira: Moroni Street, Oratory Street. Belvedere Street - Total 739 feet. 

In addition about 4000 feet of small extensiolls were made in variom towns and 
vjllages including 81ierna, St. Julians, Co;;:pi{~l1a, 8englea, }\[sida, Gzira, r:uqa, Pawla, 
Ghaxaq, Zejtun and Pieta. 
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Bed and Patient StatIsUcs in Hospital$ for 1953 
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-I 

3,109 
2,8:'l0 
3,073 
2,uH2 

10,873 
1 L,\)49 
19,190 

9,49(; 
13,108 
2li,30f:i 
27.980 

:272 
:::32 

:\-1 
-:)7 
fiO 

911 

1-1 

:20-1 

23 
100 
4,', 

IGO 
2 

\J65 
. 145 

.[1:: 
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VI HOSPITAL SERVICES 

ST. LCE E'S HOSPI'l'AL 

The movement of the hospital populatioll c1nrillg the year was as follo\\" :-

Hemaiuing 
at pnd of 

1\);)2 

T, all~f"rr,,<l :--.----~---.--------- .. --.--- ------­
:\clmitted ! from othPl' 

IlO-PI tal6 
Trall-f(,I'l'('(l 

to otllPl' 
Hospit.ds 

At 
l'NjlIe!'t : 

: 

Helie\'(~d JJied 

Helllaining 
at elld of 

1\1"0 

._-- ---'--- --_ ... -_._-- ----- --.---------

Male;; 174 3,;)0·1 Hi7 1,0;)8 : 1;)G 190 

Females 225 4,107 1;)D J ,2:)4 IDS 216 

Total 3DD 7,611 c326 2,il12 i.K,4 40G 

'1'he daily average number of patients in all wards was 465 (l7!) males, :386 females). 

The classification or diseases and deaths is included in Appendix MA. 

During lVIareh a bal·teriologic.:al laboratory 'xn", ore,ned at this hospital and the 
Senior Bacteriologist has been enirUf'te(] ,,-itll all <:Ii niea.l bacteriology for a II hospitals 
except for work of a rOl~:;ne J'mture \\-hieh some hOi-'pitals carry out fo~' thplnselves 
and for the isolation hospital ]lad of ,,·!tose baderiolo!2'ic:al work is {'arl'ie(1 Cllt at thl' 
laboratory of the Health Department. 

'l'hp lllunbel' of patiellts \,"lIo attended the OIll-patients clini(',s attached to the 
hospitnl was as follows :-

Casualty 

~Ul'gicaJ 

Obstetric & GynaeeologieaJ 

Ear, Nose and Throat 

( irthopaedic: 

Children 

P11) siotltera py 

Medical 

;3,KOO 

1,005 

'2,755 

1.KI);) 

] ,();j:.! 

G,52B (ollt-ratients) 
2,R6~) ( in-patients) 

] )):2';) 

23,618 

Surgical Division: Tile following operations ,\-('n' PI'l'fOl'llH'd rluring t 1](' year 

A li1l1entary Tmd. Appendicectomy 178; gastredomy 7:); ImelllOl'l'hoidl"etomy ;);); 
exploratory laparatomy 4;) : ch(Jlecystedom~- ;.l\) ; fistula in ,1110 ;\;j: intl'stillal ()h~tnl('tion 
33; strangulated he],ll iu :1'2; Si;.OllOidoscop." '27: si 11 11:.; 25: perforated ulcer J'i; 
Rammsiedt's operation 7: colectomy 7; oesophagp('IOlllY G: ()('sopliag·o,(·ol.1 :): re . .:edioll 
of rectum 5; gastro-entt'l'ostomy 4; intussuscept iOll :1: splenp('(om," :1: colostomy :.!; 
SigllJ()idpc-tolll~' 1: abdolllino-pel'illeal l't'spdion 1. 

H ('miaC'. lngnillal 2nD; Ulllhilic-;l1 PO: femoral Hj; illeisional 1;'); epigastric 4. 

GeniLo-urinary I rad, (\;-:toc:copy ]]}3; Jll'Ost;,lt('doIllY 42; h~'c1rneele :if;: snprapubie 
cystostOl1lY ~iO; phimosis :)0: llephreciollJ'y L'J; l1l'eil!l'nl transplantation 1] : r1l1gl1latiol1 
7; onuian cyst 7: hypospadias 6; nephrolithiasis ,1; nricoc'ele 4; hysterectomy:i; 
ectopic gestation 1; unc1e;;:cenc1ec1 testicles 10. 

Respiratory tmct. Tho]'oc'oplasty 33; empyema (c1rainage) 11; bronchoscopy 8 ~ 
pneumonectomy 5; lobectomy 1. 
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ilL~ccll(/IlC01l8. Epitheliomt1 2:3; gland biopsy :33; sympathectomy 22; adenoma of 
brOlst :':2; :2U: radical llw"teeWI1lY IG: hlrw\; dj"·('r·t:on of g]ancb (upper 

("1l'z'0r d lips and disst,ctl[)n oj .3; infiltration o! tl'i-
iila! :2, IlliiltJalioll O! cuni<:id :2; ex('i,,!on fer <:<tlll:el' or BWUt-!i 1; 

C:,;;, 'tCll (if I' ii;a 1 ; l'xci:-;iol1 of gTo\V(.}l 
!1 Jill I. 

kllrlCi 
limb 

l'j'()-Cont l' 

l':ltioll ;-;: ddt 
('Ollq.OUlld l'ra:;1'uJ'es Ii; tl'!Titilli 

\\()pr:ll" ;)\): suturillg ()j' cut 
; alIlllld:di()ll (>1' iuw,!]' 

[rae-lure 4; hare 
and screw fixation a ll1putation of digitis ;J; gunshot wound 1; open reduction 

:1; ex(·ision of patella 1; amputation of hand 1; decompression 1. 

ill I no r 

The fo]]o\\ll1g 01 ('ratioll:, wcre ll'Il'[)l'lllC'd ,luring tile year ;-
rtilr;;d:',-:·" or l!Jo! ';('ili)"illg 1 '~,\ IH ti,,:':U: 0)': 11 reduction 

,,-): iii<lllipli i alioll ],J; lIl<'l1i:wC'tomy 13; arthrotomy 
Illatjo]] 11: "lllill'e' 1Jj' 1 t,ileL .10: sutllre of uJt.-

fn]' l'litis; I<wnllit! cl"leoc!a"j,; , 
'. 'I til" UlJ "I' i'l'ildlil'c (); hallux yalg11s 0; 

['('('('llli,\ Ili;I1(' : ",pinal 
n,'(' :.: : ,,:1\ 1'(' d !H'1'\'l' ~ ; \nlllR!,o,.;ition 

of In<11' Ih'!"' " I. 

Th" Il"lUh:'I' 'll p'llienb \)'1";1\(">1 during 111P year 
;yiil) reiliale,.;). Tlw l'()li()\\ill~ lll'l'ratioll'-; 'Ye],(' perfurmed;-

840: adenoidectOlllY 8i30; removal of foreign bolly from nose 16; laryn-
;j: llUl,;toi,ledOlll,\' j (): i)i',llld 0; reillO\';t! ill' Ilw;nl polypi 8; antrostomy 

: Iai':\IlX ion or 11'1,;:1\ J'radn:'e :l; turbinectomy :3; 
LUG operation :2; nasopharynx hiopsy :.2; tracheotomy J: lahyrint1iect(1ll1)' 1 ; 

I rp"l'dioll l: I'llll(l\al ,,j <llIral p()IY!,i 1: !'('IIl()\":d d foreign body in ear 1 ; 
removal or fon'ign body in throat I;' removal of rOl'l'igll hod,' in oe:,ophagns .1; excision 
(" In p;iloll.:t I : oe"(' pha,C(o:-'co}lY 1: exc'isioll of c:yst of nose 1. 

:\ tout! of 4GO laboratory inYe,,-;[igations and ,14() l'adio\og:cal examinations were 
carried out on behalf of this' Department. 

rl'he number ofont-patienis \ya,; '2,755 (1,417 male:~, 1,;1;,3:-) females.) 

Department. .\ lotal d 1 ;3A 1 \) "j::CillWllS. ilwlllding specimens 
SUbi1]itted hy District Medical Offle('l'R and priynte medical practitioners, were examined 
during the year. The tesb carried out were as follows :-

Morbid AnatolJly and IIisto/OffY. Surgical histology 274; post-mortem exa­
mination '2;). 

[JU('II/(fto/()yy. Blood COllllt and picture 5,848; haemoglobin estimation 261; 
I1lfLlTOW and spienic pulp for fl1)B lOD; luwmatonit estimation GO; clotting time 53; 
platelet (~Ol1nt 49; hleeding time 4;); mye!ogJ'Hl1l ;j7 ; retil:l1locyte CO\lnt 28; erythrocyte 
fragility te"t jl); prothromhin time ]0. 

Clinicul Jltdlw/0(f!J. rl'im' (routine eXllIllination) ;1,O:~n; blood urea 1,114; 
flocculation test. liYer function ~)08; C.S.F. examination 520; test meals 165; faeces, 
test for occult blood 163; glucose tolerance test 137; transudates and exudates-­
physical. chemical and cytological 76; blood sugar - .fasting level 49; Van den Bergh 
reaction 4i3; pregnancy tests, Friedman 38; plasma c holestel'Ol 35; plasma proteins 26; 
plasma alkaline phosphatase :30; mille'diastase 17; plasma flcic1 phosphatase 8; urine 
urea 6; plasma bilirubin 4; plasma amylase 4; semm calcium 2. 

Batt cl'i%gy. Micl'oscop;cal exalll ina tion of faeces 200; mic:roscopical examma­
tion of sputum 33. 

Bacteriological Laboratory. Siw'p "farell , .. hen t1ip l:!hoi'ntol'Y '.YaS opened a 
toh 1 ()f -L8i,g pxn 111 i nntions ":0'1'(' earrit'd (JUt. .-\ 1a l"tp n)'rwori'ion of n11 media used are 
prepli'erl ill tl'p lah()J'nt()j'~' it"plf. ns are nh.;:l most lllltigens', etc:. 
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Blood cultures. A tof:ll of ;;7:2 S:llllph S cr l::{)()d \'.1'1'0 sllbmitte~l fo!' ·;\lIUm'. or 
"'hidl 40 gaw 11 growth or l1/'l1c. me/ileus::;. 2G a· growth of SaL1ll. typlli, and one a 
growth of 11 non-haelllolytic Strepto('()['('!iS, A ('llltlll"e frolll a sample oj hOlle-lllillTO\\' 

was sterile. 
Agglutinin tests. n uf hlood :','1'<1 ,,{pre :.;ubllliltctl. of ,\in,'ll '):)7 l'l'·,ded 

again:4 Bruc, , :21V ag<Linst Sl.1lm. typhi, 5 aga,inst Protens 0 ,I: 19, 4 against 
Shigella flexneri, and one against Sht:gella boydii. In another 650 cases, only capillary 
tubefuls of blood were submitted, and. instead of carrying out on them complete 
agglutinin titrations as ill the samples preyiol1s1y mentioned. blide reactions were per-
formed. Of these 46 reacted against Brnc. melilellst:s and 13 aga,inst Salm. , 

Wassermann Oomplement Fixation Tests and Kahn Tests. rrhes(' te~b ,\'l're per­
formed on 522 sample:, of blood, In 29 cases both tests gaV'{? a positiH.' result~ the 
Wassermann test alone 'sas positive in 14 cases, the I\:ahn test ::done being positive in 
3 cases. These tests carried out on ;\ samples of eel'ebro-spinal fluid gayc negative 
results. 

Faeces examinations. M4 samples of faeees were submitted, Salm. typlzi were 
cultivated in 21 cases, Shig. fle;cneri in 1 case and Shig. Scrnitzi in another. The method 
normally adopted when the typhoid bacteria ,,,ere being looked for was a preliminary 
enrichment on sodium selenite broth, followed by plating on desoxycholate citrate agar 
on MacConkey's bile-salt medium. Many of the samples submitted ca,nw frnm pati('nt~ 
wllo lwd been long um1pl' t]'('atment or who ,\'ere clillic-ally cured and were being 
routinely examined before their disr:hal'ge from hospital. In two faeees samples 
Ell/amoeba histoly/ica and OillJ'ilia lallliJlia ,\'ere prescnt. (;iardia alolle heing prc,'ent 
111 J cases. 

Urine Exan1inatlon'S. l!ll sallJple~ or l1l'11W wcre I'c('ei\"('(l for h'l{·tcl'i"lp<:'i,",l 
examillntion. In!) the M!J(,(J ill/Jerl'lI/us;x ,,'as found. in:21 th(' HI/ct. ('oli. whilst a mixed 
stapllylococcal ancl Bad, Coli i id'l'ctioll \\'lIS presen till U. Ot he]' sa mplps showed tlie 
presellee of PseudOm0//(18 jllJOl'iflllll'l! Protel/s. Bur-!, (J('fo:Jyelll's. ete. ] iii s<!ulplt·,; ,';ere 
present. 

Urethral and vaginal disch?rge~. A to/al of 7n":llllples \','ere ,X<llllillf'd from 
cases of urethritis, lel1col'rllOcu. etc. III 8 {'ase~. th(' ?{eis. (jollorrllO('(/!: ,';'as detecte(1. 
In 7 c~ses Trichomonus ulljilla/is appeal't'd to be tIle only pathogen. 

Cerebro-Spinal Fluid examinations. ]45 ,samples were examined h\' direct SIlWll' 

examination of centri fuged deposit, by clllture on blood-agar. on J.JO',\'enstpin-,J ensell 
medium and on Duboz's llleclinm. and by gni'nea-pig inoculatiom:. In 1:3 cases the 
presence of Jl/[yco. tube'rClllosis was detected; in 2 cases the Neis. }}lI'Jlinqihdis \yus 
iqentified. Staphylococci ()('c'UlTec1 in 8 cases and an ae],obic baeilllls in 1. 

Sputum examInation..:. .\ total of c1:21 sputa Wl'n' examined ill Y:l \"'1"", for 
the presence of 11171(;0. IlIlwrr'lI/osis. ek. 1n 47 cases tuberc·le bac-illi \\'t'/'(' (l"tedf'd; 
reports on the baderia IllPt with al)(l on tIl(' prf'ilOlllinallt florn ,,'ere made ill otl}(']' cases. 

Pleural fluids. nn S;Il11p!(';,; \\'(o]'E' E'X;tlllined. tltE' .1J!I('o. tlliJ('(nilusis heillg fOllllJ ill 

8, Staphylococci in 3. and Rtreptoc()(;('i in :2. 

Gastric contents. 104 "ample,.; \\'PI'E' (:,);Hmillcc1. ahno:::t a !v,'H \,,, b\ ('11m'":!, I()' 

inoculation. Many of' tllf'''e "alllples came from pl'ospediYe emigrant,.; in \\']lOlll an 
X-nl)' 01' other eXaJlIinatiol1" bad "hovm tllP possibility of an infection and in whom 
thereforp this eX[l,minatiol1 \\,:1" l'Pqllirecl for the grantil~a of a (']pan hill or Jlf·altl!, TIle 
preseJw(' of lvJy(';o. illberr'ulusis \ya~ ddc'ete:1 in 1\) cast'S. 

Pus. ;)"J 1'1'0111 Y!!rinus ;-.:onn·(I .. ~ ,\'pre (lx:uninrt-I. In;) 11,,\ tT(',~,,-q1i"(' 1)1' 
Jt![!I('o. tuberculosis "'n:; (]el!-dprl; 7 "howed SII(/i1!u!u(,(w('/'s ({IIN'lls; ]() tIl(' SllIIlft 
arblls: 1 PSl'lidmnOiws am1 in H eH:'f's a IlIixpc1 flo!'a of Stapln'lor'(){'ci. 
and Bacilli. . 

Joint fluids. RixtC'Pll ""!llple's ,Jf fluid;.; /'mil1 ill A:IlJ«'!l io;nt,.. '\'t'\'(' 1::1:11:1Id. 
Staph.vloco('ci bein!Y fn]1w] ill 011(' case an(l thf' Brucella melitensis bein~' f'tlltiyuted 
from foul' other cases, the flnid from which also readed against Brucella.' In one case 
the fluid reacted against Rnlte71a melitensis 11p to a dilution of l/HiO whilst the l'lIltmc 
Was I1fgative. 
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Antibiotic sensitivity tests. On G:2 O('('U"IO]b materiaL: \wre submitted for idellti­
fication of the bacteria, present and dch'l'lllinatioll of the sensivity of these micro­
orga,nisms to antibiotics, 'l'he cases in question were most commonly ones of otitis, 
tonsillitis, or l.ul'ulent infedlons and the bacteria, ('uliiYated were tested against Peni­
cillin, Streptomyc:in, AUl'eomyc:ill, 'l'erramycin, and Chlol'omycetin. 

Hair 
lOr 

phytOl! in another. 

:2:3 CH!-'CS '\!.'I'e examined; ill ltlo;.;t (',be" the exmnination was 
plll po;:;es, '1'illl'([ capitis Ivas found in one case and Trioo-

examin:;ci;ions. J:2G llw(l'ILllH(ll;~ "~!nl;twli()n" were carried out, 
inc:1mling examination of discllill'ge from tht' ears in hyo of which the Coryn. 

II! riae \yas detected. one heing llol1-yiJ'llicnl, III :2 ('Xl1ll1inatiol1s of skin prepara-
tions the JJyco. was llC:kcted; nasal S1llpar" "IHw:ec1 the Myco. leprae in one 
{'ase and, the Cor!!l!. lll(,!,jl/(' ill nnotlH'l', Pill l'l'Hdinn rurriea out on human 
l)lilk fro!;! a ien!' blo{)(1 S(,],llI11 I!<ld ]'('ac:ted against Hl'llc, melitensis up to a 
dilution of Iil'll('ella tip to a (lillition d ] /160; milk culture 
\vas 1]( Two of a~('it;(, fluid J'l'nc:t('(1 nst I>l'IIcella melitensis up to a 
(lilllti()ll of l":2£J(iO and 1.'1()() l'lL,pl'(,ti . flllc1 Olll' I!Iple of pnicardial fluid up to a 
rlilmio]) oj'l iSO, Otlw!' irJ('llllled h:wtf'l'inlo:.::-ieal eXfl1l1ination of bile, of bone-
HIH1T{)\\·. aud i(lentilknton I)f intestinal worms. Paul-
BUllllell ],(,!H'tiol1s. etc, 

I 

ively. 

Department. A jot al of ~J.()4() persons were X-m~'('c1 dl1l'ing the year 
lise or 17.l0R film.;; (lenta!s and ocelnsals totalled 149 and 39 respect-

The mo':ement of the llOspital population dlll'ing the year ",a,s as follows:-

Dischn'gerl 

TI'[(llSfO'l'pd 
i \ I' I I t I 

Heulllillillg 
at I'll!! of 

W~)~ 
!' (tnlttN; 10m ot I," 

I Ho,pital~ Cured Believed Died 

Hemaining 
at end of 

1958 

----;-- -- --1- 27 

~ I 

--1--
4 I 

24 

:II ale;; :::0 flO:) 12 1:2 298 

Felllales ~7 :28" \) D 2S~ 
; 
I ----- j---_·_-I-_· 

Total 47 590 21 I 21 I - 582 
I I 

51 

The total number or in-patients treated 
sions, The uyerage daily population was :yO 
In hospital ,,,a,s 25 days, 

\\'<1," (j;)o. of \\'hil'h :j\J() ,,,ere new admis­
(42 males, H females). The average stay 

The c1assifica.tion of diseases and deaths is glyen 111 Appendix MA, 

r:r'he out-patients heated m tile yal'lOUS clinics I\'as 4,334 
fema,les) , 

(2391 males, 1943 
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Ophthalmic Division. The number of patients who received treatment was as 
follows ;-

Males Females Total 

In-patients 249 :2;35 484 
Out-po. tients 1576 1123 16m) 
Operations performed 146 178 ~l:34 

The ill-patients were treated for the following diseases;- diseases of lens 152; 
anomalies of external muscles 107; diseases of the CDrnea 59; conjunctivitis 47; 
glaucoma 33; diseases of eyelid ;30; affections of eyeball 23; diseases of the iris 12; 
diseasE\S of lo.cryrnal apparatus 13; diseases 01' retina 10; diseases of orbit and neigh­
bouring parts 7; diseases of the cilary body 3; diseases of scierotic 3. 

Out uf a total of 2,699 patients who attended the clinic, 1348 were examined for 
errors of refraction and had glasses prescribed and 486 were prospective emigrants 
who had been referred for routine examination by the Department of Emigration. 'The 
total number of attendances at the clinic was 10,312. 

Orthopaedic Olinic. The number of out-patients who attended the Orthopaedic 
section was ]83 (90 males, 93 females). 

Ohest Clinic. 513 out-patients (293 males, ~20 females) ,yere treated at the chest 
clinic for out-patients. 

Dermatological Division. The number of patients who recei"ed treatment was a.s 
follows ;-

In-patients 
Out-patients 

Males 

52 
370 

Females 

49 
473 

Total 

101 
843 

The in-patient::: were treated for the following diseases;-

N]ales : Avitaminosis 1 ; cancer 2; Dermatitis :- allergic 3; contact 2; exfoliative 
3; :::eborrhoeic 2; septic 21; dermatomycosis 3; herpes zoster 1; perniosis 1; pruritus 
1; psoriasis 2; ulcers 9; verruca plantaris 1. 

Females; Cancer 3; Dermatitis ;- exfoliative 2; seborrheoic 4; septic 12; eczema 
nummular 3; herpes zoster 2 ; pemphigus vulgaris 1; psoriasis 1 ; tinea, ca,pitis 4 ; ulcers 
stasi<; J I .. 

Of the 843 patients who attended the out-patient clinic 80 were either prospective 
emigrants referred by the Department of Emigration or ehildren seeking admission 
into schools or institutes. 

Radiological Division. 9,291 patients were examined radiologically during the 
year; the number of films required for their stUdy was 9,544. In addition 4,210 pro­
spective emigrants had their chest X-rayed or screened on behalf of the Department 
of Emigration. 

Patients who received radio-therapy totalled 92; the total number of sittings held 
was 756. 

The conditions treated were as follows:- Rodent ulcers 27; N.G. breast 15; 
chronic eczema 12; keloid 10; dermatitis papillariscapillitiae 7; verruca plantaris 6; 
Hodgkins disease 5; tinea corporis f;. !)'cne 3; tinea capitis 2; malignant adenitis 1; 
adenoma, of thy-roid 1; mixed tum, ,of parotid 1; mycosis fungoides 1; lupus 
vulgaris 1. 

Dental Division. The ever incre; 
ment of an additional dental surge 
Dental Burg'eon has continued to I 

found neeessary to employ anothe. 
. The additional supply of dentures 
small degree the long list of patie 

work of this division necessitated the employ-
1 a part-time basis. Moreover, the School 

excellent service during the yea.r. It was 
'lanie to manufacture prosthetic appliances. 
by this extra mechanic ha,s reduced in no 
'.iting dental appliances. 
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The work performed during the year wa,s as follows;­

No. of patients attended to 
Extractions under local anaesthesia 
Visits in connection with prosthetic a,ppliances 
Prophylactic treatment 
Operations under general anaesthesia including impacted 

and buried teeth, alveolectomies, enucliation of cyst, 
surgical treatment of epulides etc. 

Pa tiell it; referred for Extmyial Radiology 
Complete and partial dentures supplied 
Hestora tion oj' teet h 
Scaling and ;,(um treatment 
Patients refusing trea,tment 
l'ati(~llts t]'e[ttl,cl ('or fr,ldul\'': of the jU\\'S 

Patients referred to hospital for extraction under general 
anaesthesia 

4,421 
3,461 
1,885 

449 

25 
07 

073 
274 

~)() 

5 
1:3 

103 

In addition to the f1boye-mentioned work dental service was regularl)' provided 
at various Government Institutions fLt the request of the Medical Superintendent of 
the Instiintion coneel'nec1. The ,york performed at the Institutions is the following. 

Attendances at \'a rious hospitals 
Patients treated ... 
Teeth extracted under general or local anaesthesia 

41 
200 
302 

Attendances at Prisons;-
Patients treated 
Extractions nnder local anaesthesia 

Other treatments in hospitals and prisons amounted to 

103 
31 

106 

SANTO SPIRl'l'{J HCH:lPl'l'ATJ 

The movement of the hospital populat,ion during the year \\'as as follows;-

I 

I Ili,cha rged 

Remaining 
at end of 

1952 

I I 

. . I Trausferred i - i 
,\(\Illittecl , from other i Trallsferred • 

24 

: Ho~pital,; il to other 'I' At 
i H 't I l'equpst I 
! 1 OSpl a S I I 
I [ I, 

137 

120 

257 

18 

1G 

21 

18 

0\) 

Cilred 

i-'8 

81 

i 
: Hdipvpc! I 

I 

9 

Dipd 

1" iJ 

11 

!{PllluilJillU 
at plld of 

Wii3 

-- --- - ------

1-1 2-1 

The established lllllnber of beds i;.; 70, tltirtyfhe in cad] dii'ision. 
The daily-average nmnber of in-patients in hospital during the year \\'us 54 (26 

males and 29 females). 
The highest number of patients in hospital 

lowest 40. 
The change in the nature of cases admitte, 

upon in 1952 persisted throughout the year 
reverted to its original allotment scope 0.[ 

surgical cases, i.e. those requiring more or l( 
ailments, patients convalescing from acute ill 
S. Luke's, or patients requiring special treatl 
de Paul Hospital. 

" an.v one single day ,vas 65, and the 

this hospital for treatment reported 
- review. Santo Spirito has now 
jiving all types of medical and 
)longed hospitalization for .e;hronic 

or after operations performed at 
1.01' to admission into St. Vincent 
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With few exceptions, the patients treated in 1953 were transferred from St. Luke's 
and hailed from different towns and villages of the Island. This marks out a departure 

·from conditions obtaining before 1945, when patients were acdmitted directly from their 
own homes and came only from the Rabat acrea. 

Of the total number of cacses admitted, 254 were transferred from St. Luke's: 
the rest (27) \wre acc1mitted from other hospitacls or from home. The diseases treated 
during the year ,YCl'C as follows:- :\bsccss, septic conditions 45; trauma, fractures, 
wounds if, (non-Tb) 37; new growths 22; A.P.M. sequelae 21; gan­
grene (senile and diabetic) 20; neuritis and sciatica 13; TBspondylitis g; osteomye­
litis g; arthritis due to brucella infection 8; burns and scalds 8; congenital and acquired 
deformity 7; appendicectomy (post-op.) 7; rheumactoid arthritis 6; Tb osteo-arthritis 
5 ;;ari{:ose Yeill3 (j; thromho-a,ngeitis obliterans 5; heart failure 5; cerebral apoplexy 
5; hyperplasia of prostate 5; senility 5; cerebral thrombosis 4; chronic bronchial 
asthma 4; diabetes mellitus 3; enteric fever (con val.) 3; erythema nodosum (conval.) 
3; adenitis ; chronic ;3; (post-op.) ;3; rickets 3; chronic bronchitis 
2; empyema, 2; undulant fever (conva1.) 2; amoebic dysentery 2; kerosene poisoning 
1; anaemia 1; chronic cholecystitis 1; thrombophlebitis 1; haematomyelia 1; meningo­
vascular syphilis 1; chronic gastritis 1; renal calculi 1; cirrhosis of the liver 1; trans­
vel1Se myelitis 1; subac.combined sclerosis l. 

Nine plaster appliances were made at the hospital during the year:- Casts of 
the 10"1'61' limbs 3; turning cases ;3; pIa,ster jackets 2; hip spicas 1. 

The number of X-rays tal{en at the hospital ""ith the mobile apparatus was 133; 
the regions examiJled were the following:- Chest 29; spine 26; pelvis 12; femur 11; 
hip joint 10; knee g; tibi~l 8; foot 7; wrist joint 6; ankle joint 4; skull 3; hand 3; 
humerus 2; shoulder joint 1; clavicle 1; mandible 1. 

The following orthopaedic appliances "Ycre supplied to patients discharged from 
hospital:- Walking calipers 7; orthopaedic boots 7; '1'aylor's braces £); abdominal 
corsets il; artificial limbs :3; rubber stocking l. 

The number of out-patients treated was 162, most of them being the usual cases 
of accidental injuries seeking treatment at this hospital. The nature of the injuries 
treated was as follows :- Wounds 116; fractures and dislocations 18; burns and scalds 
8; foreign bodies G; sprains and contusions 5; eases of poisoning 4; cerebral eoncussion 
3; dog bites 2. 

'1'hirty-one of the aboye C~lses required treatment and investigations beyond the 
resources of this hospital alHl were transferred to St. Luke's, tLfter receiving preliminary 
attention at this hospital; all the remaining cases received full treatment. One patient, 
admitted as a casualty, showed no signs of life on admission. Two medical cases also 
attended for injections. 

One-hundred and thirty seven laboratory tests of the following specimens were 
made by the Pa.thologist at St. IJuke's:- Urine for eomplete analysis 42; blood counts 
and blood pictures :12; blood urea 14; blood sernm reactions 13; urine for presence of 
T.B. 11; blood serum reaction e. titre 8; W8Jssermann rea,etion 7; faeces for typhoid 
and dysent. 5; sputum for presence of T.B. 3; liquid effusion from joints 2. Besides 
the above, G4 er,ythrocyte sedimentation tests were made at this hospital. 

'1'he Physiotherapy Sister attended regularly twice a week during the first half 
of the year. Later in the year the patients requiring physiotherapy treatment 
decreased in number, and the Physiotherapist had to restrict her visits accordingly. 
In all seven-hundred and fifty-eight treatments were given to eighty patients. 

The outings to the country or the seaside were continued once a week throughout 
the year, A departmental bus is used for this pnrpose. Chronic or convalescent patIents 
deriye great benefit from these outings, and the children look forward to them with 
much anticipation. 

The education of the children of school age, wascontinned thronghout the 
seholastic year. A priest from Rabat has been de~ailed ,by the E.dncation Department 
to teach in this hospital. The adult class was· dlscontmued durmg the year, as the 
age of the adult patients was beyond the education stage. 

A lono' felt need was fulfilled during the year by the erection of rooms, to be 
used as sl~eping accommodation by the Assistant Medical Officer. 
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CONNAUGHT HOSPITAL 

'1111e average daily number of patients during the year was 116, There were 134 
new admissions (81 males and 53 females) which is 11 more admissions than in the 
pre\'ious year. The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of 1952 was 
115 (75 males and 40 females) thus bringing t.he total number of cases under treatment 
during the year to 249. During this year 10 patients (5 males and 5 females) died. 
This number of deaths .LS the lowest ever recorded in this hospital. Of these deaths 
2 oooulTed during the first fortnight after admission into the hospital indicating an 
advanced stage of the disease, 2 between the third and sixth month and 2 between 
the sixth and twelfth month of their stay in hospita.l. 

The total number of patients discharged from hospital during the year was 135 
of whom 2 were not suffering from 'ruberculosis on admission. Table LXXVII gives 
the relative information. 

TABLE LXXV 

Movement of population during the year 

iRemaillillg/ Patiellts 
Sex 1 at ~ll% of ~dmit!;d: (~uiescellt 

____ !_~.)ii.. I III 19')3 1, __ :::5tage 

Males I 75 I 81 HH 
I 

Felllale,; I 40 I ,)i) :27 
, I 

--- i----I----,-----
Total ' 11;) I 1S'1 G(i 

I 

Disen~e 
arrested 

Discharged 
Hemailling 

: N t -1'----- Not at end of 
'Improyed I 0 , Ileac! sufferilJg, Hl~'3 

mproveu 1 from T.D. : 
-------'-----,--------

8 

! I' 

2 70 

44 : 16 I 1 ' ;j I -

-\---- -----:--:---
47 I !l ']0 2 

I 

TABLE LXXVI 

114 

Classification of In-Patients 

Sex 
1 Clas;; "D" 1 Class "B' ! Class "B" 'Xot 
, Group i I Group ii 1 Group iii I ;~~~~l;l;)fi. 

1-----1--,- ---
n ,.I\) 48 

Total 

'---
.) 

I 
Females 7 2 I (50 ~4 

-------
Ii, 

------i---!----
I 

Total 9 7 
I 

Fin 72 

'1'ABT.JE ]:"XXVII 

Ages on DiScharge or Death of Patients 

: From I From I From I From From From' From I From I From I From : I 
1 to 4 :, to \),10 to 14, Jr) to 1920 to 24 2:) to 29 SO to 3.-1 SCi to 39 -to to 44,4;) to -19 GO .veal'~, Total 

I years I year::; t vears I V£l'nrs .vear~ year~ year .... ' years I veal's I ,rear~ & 0\ er I -I-!--;---- ------'.-- -:-----1-
)'f:11es 1 B 11 20 R 7 11 I' 12 n S0 
Female~! :2 ! - I I~ I 8 7 7 :2 -1- 7 49 

Total i--2-1,--I---!~I19 27 -r-15--:1-9-i-iGJ-12-1 20 
I, " ___ _ 

Sex 
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TABIJE IJXXVHI 

Capacity for work of patients on discharge 

Cla~s B. Class H. Cla~s B. Not 
Capacity Sex Class A. Group i. Group ii. Group iii. SlIfferinli 'rotal 

from T .. 
----

Fit for light work { i\lales 1 22 3 27 
Femalo~ ... 3 15 3 22 

Unfit for work { Males 1 1 30 20 52 
Females ... 2 1 12 7 22 

Not Suffering from { Males 2 2 
T.B.... ... Females ... 

Total 7 -1 79 33 2 125 

TABLE LXXIX 

Age of all in-patients 

I I ' I I I I From From I From I From ,From From From 
Sex lIto 4 5 to 14 Il) to 24 25 to, 34135 to 44 45 to 54 55 t,o G4 G5 years ~ Total 

I 
years years vea~s years years years years and over I 

Malcs -=---1--~-1-52--1~-1--~-~ ---2-1-- 156 
Females 2 1 B8 24, 13 7 6 2 I 93 

Total ---"2--"2-i-65-1-76 -1-4"8- 33-- 19 --~I 249 

TABLE LXXX 

Duration of stay of patients discharged during 1953 

" 

Under I From I From i F'rom I Frum 6 i J<'rom ! From I From I From I From I [ 
Sex 2 I}' to 1 I' 1 to;} I 3 to 6 : months lIto 2 12 to 3 3 to 4 4 to 5 5 to 6, 6 years Total 

___ I weeks I nlOnth months I months Ito 1 ye:ri ye~~_ :!ears i year~_1 ye~r~1 years land overl __ _ 

Males I 7 5 19 I' 13 I 18 I 12. 3 i 3 I - -! 1 81 
Females, 1 2 2 I 8 17, 8 5, 1 I - I - 44 

Total !--8-1
--7--

1--2-1'-1-2-1-1 35 1-20 - i-8-1--4----~ -=-i---1-~ 

TABLE LXXXI 

Duration of stay of pa;tients who died during 1953 

Under From From I t<'rom From 6 I From I From From From I From 
G .vears i Total Sex 2 ~ to lIto 3 : 3 to (; months I 1 to 2 12 to 3 3 to 4 4 to 55 to 6 

____ weeks month monlhs i~thS to I yearl~~ years ~ars ~ears I years 
and over; 

--I--
Ii! I · i 

Males 2 - I - ,1 - I 2 - - - - - I 5 
Females, - I - - 1 2 1 1 - - - --=-__ 1_5 
Tota.! \-21-,-1----2--2-1--3 --11---[-=--=- - I 10 
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Sex 

.MaJe!' 
Females 

Total 

Gnilateral 

TABLE LXXXII 

Special treatment of in-patients 

AltJficial Pneu:::othorax 

Bilateral 

!\ o. (If 
Hofilt> 

Pneum 0-1' cr i toneu 111 

;\'0. of i 
refill" 

62 
29 

o 
2 

5 

"7:! 
0) 

..... l> 
00 

jz~ 

S ...... 

2 

Antibiotics. The same method of treatment employed during last year was 
maintained, i.e. specific antibiotic treatment in conjunction with suitable rest and 
nourishing diet. No serious side effects were met with and the results on the whole were 
good and satisfactory. '1'0 ensure that reacutization of the disease during treatment 
waf, completely absent in the patients undergoing this treatment, patients were 
invariably kept for six months under a.bsolute rest in bed a.nd given antibiotics as soon 
as treatment was begun. 

Surgical. The following surgical interventions were performed during last year:­
Thoracoplasty 12; Internal pneumolysis 4; Phrenectomy 2. 

Chest Clinic. The Chest Clinic at the Central Hospital was run on 3 days a week 
during the year. Table LXXXIII gives pa.rticulars of attendances and treatment during 
the year. 

TABLE LXXXIII 

Out-Patient T.B. Chest Clinic 

i No. of Pts. attendinlb the Ollt-Pt. T. B. No. of Visit~ 
Chest Iinie 

Sax 

New entries For A.P. For Ge'leraJ Total For. artificial For Grneral Total Treatment Pneum. Treatment 

--------------- -. ----- ---- - --"-~-- ---

Males ... 122 23 

I 

293 -138 544 1,624 2,168 

!.<'emales ... 86 32 220 018 I 1,062 1,174 2,236 

---------1----1 
i ---

Tota.l ... 208 I 55 I 513 I--~:- 1,606 2,798 4,404 
I 
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HOSPITAL lWR ~,1ENTAL D1SEASES 

The movement of the hospital population during the year was as follows :-

Males_/ I~em~~~i '1'otal 
---

On the hospital registers 1 ! 
1st January, 195?, 440 423 8Sa 

Admissions rertified 104 94 198 
Voluntary 9 8 17 

Referred from other hospitals {) 12 17 118 114 132 

Total under treatment 5'>8 537 1,095 

Discharges: 
Not insane 3 2 5 
Recovered 15 14 29 
Relieved 25 :::6 51 
Not improved 24 25 49 
Not. requirillg hospital trea1ment 15 10 25 
'l'ransfel red 10 the HObpital for MenIal 

Diseases, ,Gozo) 3 6 9 
Transferred to other huspitals 4 14 l8 
Deaths 23 13 36 1 0 222 

Remailling on the hospital registers 
3bt Decel!lber, 1953 427 873 

Admissions (215) were more by 13 ~ompared to last year, 76 males and 82 females­
were first attack cases, and' 20 males and 15 females suffered from previous attacks of 
mental disorder. Congenital ~ases numbered 15 (12 males .and 3 females). 5 cases (3 
males and :2 females) were found "not insane" on admission, :2 of whom ha.ving been 
admitted under observation by order of a Court of Law. 

The ages on admission during 1953 averaged"40 for males and 44 for females. 

Single persons numbered 109 (64 males and 45 females), married 83 (42 maIer. 
and 41 females) and widowed 23 (7 males and 16 females). 

Classification of admissions by mental disorder and sex during the year 

Males Females Total 

Mental deficiency 6 7 13 
,Neuroses 2 3 5 
Affective psychoses 22 20 42 
Schizophrenia 33 25 58 
Paraphrenia 3 11 14 
Paranoia 1 1 
Confusional state 5 3 8 
Epilepsy & epileptic psychoses 2 5 7 
Syphilitic psychoses 3 2 5 
Senile & arteriopathic psychoses 8 13 21 
Psychopathic state 7 2 9 
Other types 7 1 8 
Undetermined 12 7 19 
Not insane on admission 3 2 5 

Discharges numbered 159 of whom 29 were considered recovered and 51 relieved_ 
9 patients were transferred to the Mental Hospital in Gozo. 
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Discharges mental disorder and condition of discharges during the year 

Recovered Improved Not N.R.H.T. 
Improved 

Paranoia 1 
Mental deficiency 4 
Neuroses 1 2 2 1 

Affective psychoses 16 14 4 3 

Schizophrenia 5 23 23 3 
Paraphrenia 1 9 
Confusional state 7 
Epilepsy & epileptic psychoses 2 3 1 
Senile & arteriopathic psychoses 1 1 10 
Psychopathic state ... 1 3 
Other types .,. 1 5 1 6 

Cases discharged as not considered suffering from mental disorder numbered 5. 

Transfers to the Gozo Hospital included :- schizophrenia 2; senile psychoses 2; other 
types 5. 

Deaths during the year numbered 36 (23 males and 13 females). The death rate 
on the average number of patients during the year (867) was 4% compared to 2.9% 
last year. 

The principal causes of dea,th were :-

Heart diseases 
Cerebral vascular diseases 
Lung diseases 
Other causes 

14 or 39% 
2 or 5.5% 
3 or 8.3% 

17 or 47.2% 

General health. Apart from the normal expectation of physical illness the general 
health of the hospital population was good. 66 patients were referred for consultation 
to the several out-patient clinics at other hospitals. 

One case of typhoid fever occurred during the year. 

Treatment. The following is a summary of the major forms of treatment carried 
out during the year and of the results obtained :-

Hypoglycaemic shock:- 23 patients (16 males and 7 females) treated gave the 
following results:-

Symptom free 
Improved 
Not improved 
Treatment suspended' ... 
Still under treatment at the end of year 

6 
5 
6 
2 
4 

Excluding the patients in the last two categories listed the percentage of recoveries 
and improvements amounted to approximately 73.9%. 

Electric Oonvulsive Treatment. 86 patients, (41 males and 45 females) treated 
gave the following results :-

Svmptom free ... 
Improved 
Not improved ... 
SHl under treatment at the end of the year 

14 
25 
18 
29 

ExclnflinQ" those nnder treatment at the end of the year, the percentage of recoveritm 
and improvements amounted to 66.3%. 

Modifiec1 electrical convulsive treatment wa·s carried out on 11 patients '(5 males 
and 6 females). The results obtained are included in the above table. 
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Out-Patient Clinic. The number of out-patients seen at St. Luke's Hospital 
continned to increase and this year 178 new cases were seen compared to 143 last 
year. Total cases seen numbered 275 compared to 187 in 1952, and 1,256 interviews 
were held. 

Diagnostic Classification of New Cases 

Anxiety state 
Obsessional compulsive state 
Hypochondriasis 
Depression 
Mania 
Schizophrenia 
Psychopathic state 
Neurosyphilis 
Alcoholism 
Huntington's chorea 
Epilepsy 
1fental deficiency 
Encephalitis 
Abnormalities in children 
Unclassified 
No psychiatric disability 

Disposal of New Material 

A. Consnltations 
B. rrreatment 

(a) ceased a,ttending or refused treatment 
(b) admitted as in-patients 
(c) remained for treatment 
(d) recovered or improved 

35 
9 

13 
39 
1 

20 
1 
2 
1 
1 

15 
23 
1 

11 
4 
2 

10 

39 
16 

104 
9 

Electrical Convulsive Treatment. 39 patients (21 males and 18 females) attended 
. at this hospital or at St. Luke's as out-patients. with the following results;-

Symptom free 
Stopped attending but improved ... 
Stopped attending but no response 
Admitted as in-patients 
Treatment suspended owing to complications 
Improved 
Not improved 
Still under treatment 

6 of the abo~'e patients had modified E.C.T. 

7 
6 

10 
6 
1 
5 
1 
3 

Pathological Laboratory. During the year 4,232 investigations were carried out 
classified as follows;-

Blood. Complete histological examination 275; differential count 282; leucocyte 
count 7; serum reaction (Widal) 299; sugar estimation 29; sugar tolerance test 54; 
urea estimation If;; YHll c1cn Bergh test 10: ('cagnlation time 2; Kahn tpst. 58(); 
Wassermann reaction 460. 

Cerebro-Spinal fluid. Chemical test 22; cytological examination 19; Lange's 
colloidal gold test 152; Kahn test 114; 'Wassermann reaction 114. 

Urine. Chemical and mi{'l'oscopical examination 1,045; other chemical tests 866; 
Zondek test (Friedmann's) 17. 

Various. Faeces 8; gastric juice 3; guinea pig inoculation 1; sputum microscopi­
.~ cal examination 8; nasal smear l. 

Post mortem investigation 1. 



Occupation and recreatioll. During the year ,Ill average of '204 patients (91 males 
and 113 femu-Ie::;) were occupied daily, compared to 165 (80 male::; and OD females) 
last .rear. 

The patients continued to enjoy char-a-banc t-rips four times weekly, and a good 
many attenc1('d 78 films a nil .j i hen (rical shows given in t.he entertainment hall of 
the hospital. 

St. Vincent de Paul Hospital Extension W'ards. 'rhe movement of the inmates 
(males) in this ward during the year under review was as follows :--

Heilluillillg at 
end of Hl;)2 

Admitted 
durillg 1953 

Discharged 
or LJled 

HemaiIllllg 'Ii end 
of 1U33 

:!1 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL HOSPITAL 

The movement of the hospital population during the year was as follows:-

Discharged 

I 

Transfell'od; \t i ! 

Remaining al nnd 
Hplllallling 

at end of 

----._--- ---

lIIallls ;J7li; 87 41 

to o~her IHe~uest i Relieyed I'cured Died I­

Hospitals i I I 

""-1
1

--

28

,, !----- ,----;--- !---
2AJ I 64 I ;i85 

i 26 121' 341 Females U3 52 10 

--1----1 1------ ---_. i_I--
I - : ! 

200 I 93! i-lG [ M I - 185 I 

--1-----1--1--1----:-
I 1 I 

TotHl (Inmates) ". 708 

EXTENSION WARDS 

lilale Medical Ward... 561 11 36 8 18 21 

Male Surgieal \Yard", 1 U I 12 5-2 7 1U 3 

Female Surgieal 'Yard 131 4 II' 3G! 7 G G 
I ' 

Male 'r. ll, Wards ~.I~I __ ~II ___ ~ __ ~-= __ : __ 1_I_l_1_ 

: I, I ; 
Total (I?atients) ... 77! 43! 137 ! 27 48 5 I 19 I 72 

-------1-1---:--- ---1---1--;-
s. V. P. H. [1'",",) ... 70s i 200 I 93 I 36" i ,,. 
Extension ,"ards 77 I 43 I 137 I 27 48 5 19 I 72 

I I 

12 20 

20 

({ralld 'rotal ... ic:5 ' ~4U 1O~ ; " 

72(', 

22 

13 

26 

86 

726 

8G 

812 

'1'he dai1y a\'erage population of imnates was 719 (879 males and 340 females) I 

"whilst that of the patients in the four Extension Wards was '25 for the Male Medical, 
16 for the "l\Inle Rurgical, 11 for the Female Rurgical and 25 for the Male Tuberculosis, 
giving a comprehensive da.ily average of 796. 



99 

'1'11e number of inmates admitte(1 during the year was 293 (128 males and 165 
~emales), as .against 29~ (163 males and 135 females) in 1952. Though many of the 
mmates admItted were ll1 a very advanced stage of their illness, there' were only 185 
deaths (64 males and 121 females) during the year, as against 231 (108 males and 
123 females) in 1952 and 240 (lll males and 129 females) in 1951. The causes of 
death were, as usual, generally attributed to conditions of a senile character. The 
number of deaths amongst the male inmates, especially during the last five months 
of the year, is the lowest ever recorded; in fad, there were only 13 deaths durino' 
this latter period i.e. 2 in August, • .1 in September, 1 in October, ] in November and 
5 in December. As a of this low death rate the number of admissions 
In the men's subdivision \vas markedly lower than that of preyious years (163 
In H)52, 208 in 1951, 152 In 1950 etc.) 

Forty-seven patients, mainly transfers from St. Luke hospital, were admitted to 
the male medical ward, the majority of patients being of a senile age and sufTering 
from chronic or incurable diseases. Tllere were 21 deaths; last year's figures were 101 
admissions and ,11 deaths. 

In the male tuberculosis ward there were 29 admissions with 11 deaths as against 
37 admissions with 8 deaths in 1952. 

In the male ward there were 64 admissions with 20 deaths as agaiust 
136 admissions with deaths the previous year, whilst in the female surgical ward 
40 patients were admitted 'with 20 deaths as against the preceding year's 64 admissions 
with 18 deaths. The patients admitted in both these wards were mainly transfers of 
chronic or inoperable cases from St. ] .... uke hGspital. 

Due to the la.ck of funds the reconstruction of the wing block in the women's 
subdivision, which is the only major war-damage work in this hospital still outstanding, 
has again this year been left untouched. 

The structural alterations to the Laundry department begun last year were 
completed during the year. In the same department other alterations to the linen, 
sorting and storage sections ,vere also carried out. 

The main pantry ha,s been given a new ,md tidy aspect through the construction 
of four inlaid cupboards, together with the replacement of the old stone side-tables 
with mosaic shelves and the laying of white glazed tiles to the dados. 

The extensive quadrangle in the women's division is being paved with cement; 
this work was started towards the end of the year and is still in hand. 

Other works carried out in the yea,r were the following:-

1) mosaic surfacmg of the steps leading to the main door of the Chapel; 

2) glaze tiling of the da,dos in the provision store; 

3) cement surfacing of the yards on each side of the Cha.pel; 

4) construction of a small stone-built workshop for the occupational therapy 
of T .B. patients; 

5) restora bon of the hot water service in the wmg block, men's sn heli vision; 

6) stone-colour washing and painting of the laundry, the engine room anit 
the provision stores and the colour wn.shing of the corridors round the 
quadrangle in the women's suhdivision and the central yard opposite 
the Cha,pel; 

7) planting of fifty ficus trees round the yards and along the avenues of 
the hospital; 

8) installation of fOl;rteen additional rediffusion sets so that now there is 
practically a set in every ward. 
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ST. BAHTHOI~O:\IEvV'S HOSprrAL 

'l'he movement oJ the h()t:>pital popllhtion durmg the yea,r was at:> follows:-

H()lllail1ill~ 
at end of i Admitted 

1952 

I 
----,-~-- -'- --"--

l\lal(j~ Go U 

F\lmale~ 37 Cl 

Total 103 (j 

TransfHrred 
from other 

Hospitab 

----.--

2 

Di,;charged 
Remaining 

Cnred Belieyed 
Transferred! At 

to other 
Hospitals [request 

at end of 

------- -, ----.~ .. -- -~----.--

15 54 

Hi B 2\ 

-------- -.~~--

31 -1 75 

, The number of patients remallllllg in ho:spital at the end of 1952 was 103 (66 
males and 87 females)). 'fhe nnml:er nf patient;:; ac1mitted into the hospital during 
1953 was H, (4 males and 4. fema,lt's). ()f the 0 patients admitted, ODe male rmd one 
female patients 'were trallsi'PlTl'd f](lm the Sac]'ed Heart Hospital, Gozo. 

In July tile jJeper Ordinance was amended abolishing the compulsory segregation 
of leper patiellts. As a result of this enactment ::31 patients (15 ma.les and If) females} 
left the hospital at their own request. Of these, the majority \\'e1'e cases in \,,!Jom the 
disease has been arret'ie(l, whilp the rest were cases who, altllou;rh still a.ctive can 
effectively be isolated in theIr D\vn homes. Besides, olle female pa.ti~nt wa.:; transferred 
to the Sacred Heart Hospital, Gozo. Dmingthe period under revie"w 4 patients died 
(1 male and ;'l females). TIU' causes or dpath were as follows:- :2 patients died of 
chronic myocardial disease, and 2 or dmmic nephritis. 

The flu.il" Hwrage llumlwr or patients this year was 94 I.e. !:U males and ;:)2 

felllaies. 

r1'he sa,me trea.tment ha.s heen kept 1lp as in !)]"eYIOUS years. Sulphetrol1e ha.s been 
utilized almost exclusively in patients suffering from advaIwed lepromatous leprosy, 
while DDS has been used in pfltients suffering from leproma.tous leprosv in the initial 
stage of the disease as, sp(:,<1killg gellerally, uch"anced lepromatons Gases ~\ere intolerant 
to DDS. All patients receiyed concurrent iron therapy. The initial dose of DDS was 
l()() mg. twice a week. This dose was inneased by lOt) Illg. :IW],("1I1I'l1j" e ~n· -1 \H'eks 
until aGU mg. t\yice a \n~ek was reached. \Villl this dose no serious complications have 
so far heen nqted. Several patients are undergoing .combined treatment with Strep­
tomycin and Sulphetrone or DDS, aud results, both elinically and bacteriologically, 
a.1'e praying .satisfactory. Isonicotinic acid was a.lso tried on a small number of patients 
suffering from lepromatous leprosy in an <lch'anced stage. Three tablets (50 mg. each) 
a day were given over a six months' period. :No disturbance was noted in the renal 
or hepatic function. However, no significant improvement could be noted when the 
results of this treatment are compared with the good clinical and baderiologica.l results 
obtained from the other remedies nO\y in nse in the treatment of Hansen's di~ease. 

The Visiting Physician, has heen of great help. His ac1\'ict' <\.n<1 assistam'e were 
asked for with profit seyeral tillies dnring the ~·edl'. 

The Senior Ophthalmologist ('alled on vnrion;.: Ol'('asiol1s during the year and 
examined and treated the eye complications of the patient.s. The (+Overnment Dental 
Surgeon also attended the patients on various cx'easions. 

The dac10s of the kitchen and pantries have been covered "'ith glazed-tiles. and 
marble lllosa.ic shelves have been fixed in the pantries. Hot water communications 
have been now extended to all the dressing rooms. 
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ISOLATIO..\r HOtl.PI1'AL 

The movement of the hospital population during the year was as follows:-
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A total of 4:23 persons (210 males and 21:3 females) \\'ere treated during the year. 
Of these Btl7 cases were new admissions or tran::;fers from otller hospitals. "1'he daily 
number of patients during Hl£53 averagerl 17 (9 males <l11l1 8 femn.]es). The highest 
number of par:ents on anyone single day was 4g, the lowest 3. 

Cases admitted into the hospital \"itll a proyi::;ional diagnosis of diphtheria 
amounted to 21\.) of \vhidl lOG were ,(,ollfirmed bacteriologically, and 12 clinically. 
rrhe remaining 101 were cm:es of tonsillitis or of other affedions of the upper respiratory 
tract. Only one of the bacteriologically confirmed cases had been fully immunised 
against this disease and in this -case the infection developed in a mild form and the 
course of the disea;:;e was uneventful. There were [j deaths from diphtheria, four of 
which occUl'l'ed within 2G hoUl's of ndmission of the patients. 

Four cases of cerebra-spinal fever ,vere admitted into hospital. There was one 
death in a. man 48 years old in \\'h01I1 the sulphonamides failed to act. 

Cases of acute anterior poliomyelitis admitted were 24. rrhere was one death. 

There were 23 case·s of chickenrox; 1G of scarlet feyer; 13 of whooping cough; 
1:\ or llwas:es; ;) of german llleasles; ;} of lIlurine typhU';; 4 of mumps; 4 of influenza; 
4 of puerperal fever; 1 of septic abortion; 1 or malaria, (contra.cted abroad) with no 
deaths. 

'rhel'e were 18 d('aths of erysipelas of ",hom one patient, n man aged 78 years 
died of chronic nephritis and aeute heart fa:lure. There was in addition a death from 
Hodgkin's disease and one from pneurnoeoc('al meningitis, bringing the total to 10 
deaths. 

rrhe disinfection stntion is nearing completion and it lS hored that it will be put 
into operation in the very near. future. 

Dnring the yen]' two wards that had sustained war damage were considered unsafe 
a,nd had to be closed down. 
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HOSPITALS IN GOZO 

YICTOHIA HOSPITAL 

The movement of the hORpital population during the year was as follows:-
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The total number of cases treated· during the year was 782, The daily average po­
pulation was 61 (25 male& and 36 females) whilst the death-rate was 5%, same as for 
1951. 

The classification of diseases and deaths is given in Appendix MA. 

Six cases of typhoid fever 'with no deaths and 3:3 cases of undulant fever with one 
death came up for treatlllent during the year; the corresponding fig'nres for last year 
being respectively 7 wit;h 2 deaths and 47 with no deaths. As usual Chloromycetin for 
typhoid fm'er and AUI'eomycin for undulant feyer '\'t're used in the treatment of these 
conditions. The claim that AUreOlllYcin cun be adlllillistered in slllall("r doses with the 
same elred ,yas not confirmed in our ·series. E :Ien with doses of 8 capnles a day (2 grm.) 
a number of relapses was obsel'yed. FiYe cases of tetanus ,yiill no deaths were treated, flS 

against 4 with no deaths for the prcced ing ypar. :3 ('flSCS of J\ala-aZlll', one of VdlOlll was 
FJtill remaining at the pnd of the year callIe np for treatment. 'l'he other 2 were dis­
charged cured. Tubercl1losis of the respiratory systelll 'l('('Ollllted for ]0 CflS"'S, as H!:rainst 
19 for last year. Revell of tliem were rlisdwrged ("med and three transfplTed· to the 
Connaught Hospital. OtJIl'1' fOrJtls of Tuberl'nlosis, in{'luding bones and joinl~ accounted 
for 3 more cases, \yhich were all discharg'ec1 C11I"(>(1. 

During the year 56 cases \\'ere referred to hospitals in 1\Talta for special inn~stigations 
and/or specialised treatment as against 79 fDr last year. Amongst them were cases 
requiring phys;otheraphy, dentures or special X-ray inYestig'ations, such as tomography 
or screening of the dig-esti,-e tract. which could not be dealt with in this hospital. Other 
cases were transferred at the request of HIe ('onsllltants or for operatiYe or other special 
treatment. 

The number of operations performed during the yea,r was 255. 'l'he gTeat majority 
of them, including tonsillectomies, all obstetric and gynaecolog'ical work, herniectomies, 
fracturcs and dislocations and all emergency operations such as Caesarean sections 
(lower segment), perforated duodenal nIcer and appendicectomies 'were performed by the 
medical stalT of the hospital. Other srecialized operations tllatconld afford to wait, 
were performed hy the Consultants during their re8pec:ti"e session at the Hospital. 

A re-conditioned high pressure sterilizer ,,,as snpplied during thE' ~'ear in placE' of 
two former sterilizers that had hccome nnsen-iceable. 
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The total nnn-rber of cases seen in tile Uut-patient department during the year waf, 
891 as against 104:2 for last year. As usual a good proportion of them were accidents 
or other cases of emergency reporting for treatmen~ at any time of the dn,y and some­
times by night. There were also claimants under the vVorkmen's Compensation Ordi­
mUlce_ Other.;; were cases discharged from hospital ao; ont-patients or referred to the 
Department hy the D.1LO.'s or h~' the -:\I.O.'s of the hoo;pital. Other cases were 
t"eferred to the C'onsnlta·nts. 

The numher of examination:; and other te:;t:; performed at the laboratory during 
the year was IBil8 as against IB7f) for last year. 

These tests were carried out for;- blood count and picture 186; blood urea esti­
mation 50; bluod sprull1 agglntinaliol1 no; hlood grouping 154; red blood cells seJi­
mentation rate 144; ('ompl("te examinat ion of urine :WU; examination of faeces for 
amoebae H); ('xamination of faeces fot" neC'ult blood :20; examination of gastri{: content 
5; exam:nation of ('.H.F. 8; examination of mine for 'l'.B. 19; exmnina,tion of throat 
swabs 54; ex:(,lllination of hair and o;c:mping for para:;ites 7\l; examination of sputum 
HJ9; splenic pulp for L.n.B. 2:2; Friedmnn's test for pregnancy 81; nasal swabs for 
H.B. ] 7: yagina.l swahs .J; pus, di,ehaq . .:·t', scraping ek. G; Y:m den Bergh's test 10. 

Since faeilities for X-raying of ehest were ,weorded to prospeetiye emigrants anrl 
their families B years ago, work in this department continued to be brisk, and from 0 
sessions per week very often X-ray examinations were carrif'd out 4 times and occasion­
ally 5 times a ,veek. 

X-ray examinations on in al1c1 out-patients IHl\"e also risell ill number and this will 
further inererLs.e if, as it is hored, i'twiJities for sneenin.Q· will again be,come uya:lable. 

The total number of X-ray examinationp, pO'formed during the year was '2776 as 
against '2840 for last year. . 

'fhe consultant service is now past the experilllental stage and during the 6 years 
of its existence it has eonsistently proyed its worth and utilit:v. 

vVith tIle exeeptioll of the Ophthalmologist ,yho wa,::; away from the Island on a 
\VHO mission in the Far East during the first quarter of the year, all the Consultants 
held punctually their monthly session at the hospital. Their clinics were always well 
attended and the Burg'eon and: the OplJthalmi(' Surgeon each performed a good number 
of important operations. 

The services of one of the radiologist'S from St. T.Juke's were also available when 
required. 

In October the construction of the Ilew post mortem mom and of the inquest room 
was (·ompleted. At t he same time the renl\)(lell ing of the Or,'rtl tin,Q' theatre, whie 11 had 
taken almost a year to complete, and the consirl1diOll oi its new annexes, namely the 
sterilization mom, the anaesthetic room and lavatories Wl're brought to a close. The two 
big wards of St. John the Baptist's Hospital \\'hieh is attached to this Hospital were 
paved with celllent tiles during the year. The roof of the X-ray Department and that 
of the bath room on the \Vomen's division of 81. John the Baptist's Hospital, both of 
which were in a dangerous condition for some time, have been dismantled and re­
constructed. 

The old telephone ~wit('hhoa,rd was replaced by a new and larger one. A new boiler 
for the hot water system was also install"d during the year. 

As in preyiol1s years the patient" of this hospital and the inmates of the St. John 
Baptist hospital were entertained in various ways. 
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST HOSPITAL 

The movement of the hospital population dmillg tIle year was as follows :-
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This hospital which is an asylullJ for the aged and infirm, had an average popula­
tion of 86 (41 males and 45 females), 

The deaths were due to the follow:ng causes:- Brain tumour 1; cerebral 
haemorrhage 6; cerebral thrombosis :2; pUllllOlHllY ellihuli;-;lll 1; n"tlllllntic brolll:hitis 1; 
heart failure :2; . congestiye heart failure due to chronic myoc:arditis i:l; senility 1; 
senile cachexia. :2; senile atroFhy 1; uraemia [rolU dlJ'Ollit; lll'phritis 1; diabetes mellitus 
2; gangrene from femoral art!:'ry thrombos:s 1. 

The outstanding eyent of the ~~ear in the Ito.:;pital \vas the C'ol1lrnrmoration of the 
first century of its existellcP as a home for the aged and the infirm. '1'0 he exact the event 
should have beell commemorated two years ag'o becanse the hosp;{"e, as the hospital \\'as 
then called, was opened on the ~4t!t Jannary 1851 on the al1thont,v of Rir ]liclwrd :J\Ioore 
O'Ferndl, the Governor of the ]Slanc1s at tht' time, hut a ho"pital named after Rt. John 
the Baptist had existed' in Oozo long 1w1'orp the last century. In faet it is recorded that 
in the year 1719 11 wealthy citizen of (10%0, Canon .John M. Camilleri ",ith the eon sent 
of the reigning Grand Master Pen'l1os and the approval of Pope Clement XI. had 
endowed the hospital of 8t. Anthony and St. Jolm the Baptist. That hospital existed 
outside the walls of the citadel and proyidpd care awl treatment for men and women. 

Since the hospital \vas l'esernd for the aged. the chronics and the infirm in 1851, 
it hl1s proved to be a haven of rest and ("ol1lfort for the thousands of inmates who have 
ever found shelter and protection within its ,,·alls. 

ST. rrr-IBHESA'S I-IOSPI'TAL 

The movement of the hospital popUlation durin,':: the year ,vas as follo\,-s:-
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This hospital which llOuses tubel'cnlol1s cases. had an a,-erage daily populatlOn of 
14 (8 males and 6 female s). It is ullder tlw {'n re of the medical staff of the Victoria 
hospital, the Superintendent of the latter hospital acts in the same capaeity in this 
hoopital. '1'he Government Chest Spee:alist pays regular visits to this hospital. 
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HOSI'l'l'A L, FOH )f !~XT,\ L rnSEASER (GOZO) 

The movement of the hosFital during til(' ye'ar was as follo\ys ;-
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'rIle daily averag'e population was 1 G7 (80 llde,; and Rf females}, 

Of tIle 20 patients (U llliiln; illlrl '.l fl"lJ1Hlt's) a:mittcd during the year, 11 (8 males 
and 3 females) were new cases I\'hilst tIlt' others \\"('1'e transfers from the Hospital for 
Mental Diseases, ::'.lalla. The !le\\' C;)S(',; \\('1"(' ,;ulJ:-;cquelltly j l'unc:fern,(1 to ~ralta for 
examination by the Hospital Board, 

The general health of the patients \\',h satisfu('[oI"Y and ('xcept for b\'o old cases 
of pulmonary tnbereulosis (1 lIlale and, 1 felllllle) in il <juieSl'lont state reported upon last 
year there \yere no cases of notifiahle disease;:;. 

Treatment is Ilwinly sylllptolJwtie: all pfltit·nts ill tlli" l:ospital arC' chronic cases 
that lJaye already l1nrlel'gonc spC'cializ("(l trcailllent ill :\Ialtn, 

The average daily nUlJlber of patil'lIb llRefllll~- o("("upie(; during the year was 38, 

Patients who are {'onsid('!'('rl >'Ilitnble, frt'<il1cllily go fur walks out of the hospital 
grounds under proper sllrwillallce. Besides. hus dfin's fmc] day outings were also 
frequently organised during the year. 

Deaths totalled]1 (4 males and 7 females), TLl' c-alises of death were;- senility 4; 
heart disease ~; nephritis l; ccrebral thro!llj,o"i,; l: diahetes mellitus 1; enterocolitis 
1; caneer of t he breast 1. 

12 inmates W males and B fl'!lJnl's) of the f)t. Yincent (1., Panl HOf'pital are still 
housed in emergeney muds of tl:i s lto,;pitaL 

SACRED HK\RT H08P1T:\L 

The movement of the bO'~l'ital pcpnlatioll t1urin.'! tl (' ye:l1' \\'as as follows ;-
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No new caf':es'of patit'llts suffering fnlHI !'!all';lon'" disea"l' \n'/'(' admitted during 
the veal'. Tran"fers from alJd to St. BnJ'tholome\\"s rlo,""pita,1, )'Ialt,a. totalled ;-1 \\'hilst 
only'l patient (malp) jpft hospital follrnving the cnaC'tLnent of the Lepers (Amendltlent) 
Act, 1953. 

Death::; IlUlllbered 8 (J llIalt' alld :3 fpflIalesi . The C'Hll"PS of death were:- leprosy 
and ~.d'ycosnria :2; leprof':Y and uraelll ia I. 

Attendances at. tht' out-patient clinic totalled ()Il. 

Following the enactment of legislation aholishing' ('(lmrulso]'y ';('C!reg'atillll of lepers 
and in view of the slnall nUll1lwr to \Yllieh the paiient." ill this ilospital have heen 
reduced, the question \yill arise \,'hethel' it is jnstifiahlp to maintain tJli" fully eqllipped 
and fully staffed hospital for the belwfit of half a dozpn patients. ,,;hen so many of the 
othel' hospitals are actually understaffed. 

rSOLu\TION HOSPITAL 

The mOn~llIellt of the ho,,;pital popnlat ion (luring the y<:'H l' was a:-; follO\\'s :--
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During the year the hospital ,\'as kept opell all the year round \\bell 62 patients 
('29 males and 33 females) were admitted. 

The total nllmber of patients trrated dlll'ilJ~t 1~);');3 v;as (in and the eases treatccl 
consisted of the followinl.t :-- JJiphtil(;l'ia :2:3 (\) males and 13 fpnlales); acnte tonsillitis 
15 (10 males and ;) fellwle:,) : \\'hooplng cough i 1 (:2 llI;dc~ and \) i'elilale-;); ,l('utc anterior 
poliomyelitis ;~ (males) ; lllP:t"]C" :; (l male :Ul(l :2 felll,! : ,('ildl'1 r,'\er :; (J lll:ilc 
and :2 rCllw'e:-;); cerehJ'()-~p,nill 11lelling- iti,;; ;l I L ilI:1 ie and :2 i'( Illille,.;); ery,,;ipelas 
1 (male); plll>rperal few!' 1; Yilil'Cllt'S 1 (i'l'ltl:d('); o('(lellla of larynx 1 
(111a.le); axillar~- adenitis 1 (male, :'alilll'iti,.; L (II ](:1: IiiI' juiut Lli", Il<;l' 1 (male): 
*transverse myelitis of spine 1 (female). 

There was one death, a female patient \\-ho died of cere bro-3pinal mcningiti:-;. 

The age groups of the patients treated were:-

Uncler G years of age 57 (31 males and 26 females). 

Under 11 years of age \} (:3 mal(>,.; and 7 females). 

Over 11 years of age 3 (1 male and :2 females). 

The locality of cases of acute anterior poliomyelitis \\'ere: Ghajnsielem :3 (males). 

* These cases were originally referred as susrected acute anterior poliom,'l"elitis. 
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VII. AD1\UNISTRATION AND MISCELLANEOUS 

Staff : 
:lJ eil/cal :- At Head Onicc~: Chief GOYClllment :\Iec1ical Offker, DeniOI' '}\Iedical 

Officer, SCllior Hcalih Ofjjcer, I'rinc-ipal Laboratory ()lliccr, :'Ile(jic-al Officers of Health 
4, J uniol' Analyst . .I 1Illiol' Baeteriologi st, :\1 (:'(1 ical Officer General Service. 

Admini-stra I iVl' : - Adm ill istra tiyc Secretary, Accountant, Almoner, Supplies 
Officer. 

In Districts:- Port:'lfedienl Office!'s (ir1C'ltlding Lnqa Airport) 5, Dcbool Me{lical 
Officers 2, District }\[edieal OfJ'l{'('rs 'JI), Child Health OiIi.ecrs 2, 8chool Dentists Z, 
School Eye 8pec;alist 1. 

Specialists:- Physicians a. t-llll'gCOl1sJ. An:onelll'urs 2, 8urgeons E.N.'l'. 2, 
Pathologists 2, Yel1preal Iht,;t,.;e (llhC'l'l's ami j)nlllaiologist::; :2, Psychiatrists 6, Bacr 
teriologist, rl'uberclllo;-is alld ('he,,! ~l)('Cialisb 2, ()rtlwpaedic Surgeons 2, Blood Trans­
fusion OHicer, Ophthallllologists :2, HadiologislS 4, .'\nae"tlletists ::3. 

1I08f!illl's:- 1\e"i(\elll Medical Snperintl'IHlcllls D, He"ident Medical Officers ~), 
Resident Clinical Offict'n:; :1 .. ,\ssislant ),Tedic:al Ofuc:ers 16. 

Dental :- Dental Surgeons :.2, Junior Dental Snrgeons 2. 

Plwrmaccuiicn[ Chemisis:- ),Ieclical t-ltore,.; :-1. Ho:,;pitals~, Assistants Apothe­
caries 13, Ilaoora tory Assistants 6. 

RacUograplicr-s 4. 

Health insjlcctors :- Sllllilar.\' Inspectors GO; Public Cleansing' Officer, Tuber-
culosis Officer, Hodent Control Offi.cer. 

F£ with Visitors ::38. 

,)1'l1001 l',: llrSCS 4. 

\;lIl'sillg Sisters :-Sister Tutors :2, Rcg:stcrcc1 Nurses ~), Sick Children Nurse. 

Midwives :- In hospitals 6, suhsidized in districts :i. 

Masseuses (I/u[ Physiof "emJ)!J Sisters G. 

Couneil of Health :- Ko COllllcil or Health lllPdings \\','j'(' held during H)53. 

Medical Board:- Tile 1\Iedicnl Board held fOlIrll'('11 ,,,ittings during the year; no 
extraordinary meetings were conn·ned. 

In (:ontinmuinll of its policy of (';.;tahli';]ling reciprocity with other countries of 
the COllllllOll\Willtll for jo(';:lly trained dodo!'s alld nllr~e,.;, till' Board opened negotia­
tions witll till' ::\leriic;i\ Board of .\(;,\' Souih "Vales and \"itll the \"urses Board of 
the :came "tate. ialio1h with th" Xlll'ses all(l ::\fns,;el1l's Hegi8tra.liol1 BO'1rd of 
Brishan(', .\11;;t),:lli:1. contillued to progresc.; faY()1llably. Xeg'ot:atiolls \\'ith Pakistan for 
the reciprocal l'l'cognitinn of 1IIedir'nl hetweC'n tlIa.! Dominion and :'ITa.Ha were 
satisfactoril.v {'ontlu(le<l. 

The Roard appro"('d the J'e('Ollllllendatioll of the sull-colllmittee appointed to report 
on the existing facilirips ('0,. "tnrlt'nt lIlidwin'>-: and agTeed to rf't'ommend to Government 
tbe revised s\'lIahus of studies. The tariff of fees submitted hv the same sllh-committee 
was agreed to nnd re('(Jlllmended foJ' ";UhllIissjon til C;O\'em;llent. 

The snb-{,0I111!!illl'I' :!ppoinkd 10 ,;tlllh alld report Oil the manufacture and the 
llse of prC'-cast ('on (TC' t co hlocks held ""\'era I meet i ngs and presented its repOli toward~ 
the end of the !'. lis l'ecomrmindniions are nnder cOllsiderntion. 

A claim front the Ciwrnber of Ph:1l'mn6sts for the representatioll on the Board 
amI for the clJ'il\ying up of n, tariff of dispensing fees ,\'ere (:onsidere<1 hy the Board. 
:\. suh-r'ommittee \\'a" pnit'l1sicc1 with tlw drawll1g IIp of the tarifT of fees. 

The Board also (·nnsidered severa 1 applications for the loc-al practice' of the medical 
and kindred professions. Seven doctors, ;·l dentists, 20 apothecnries, 5 assistant apothe­
caries and 4 midwi\'es ,yere recommended fol' the gmnt of the relative licence, whilst 
20 nurses and :j physiotherapists were admitted to the Reg'isler for Knrse;::; and the 
RBgister for Physiotherapists respectively. 
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Fifteen llotiees for the (,Ullstl'l1lliOll of IW\\ IlIldC/illgs and/or structural alterations 
to eXlstlllg hllilc1ings \yen' hnugllt hefol'e:' tlit' Boardo Of these, :j "oere suhmitted by 
the Sllperillll'ndpilt of Puhlic Ilealrh lI!ul 1:.: \\e1"e apreals against decisions taken b~ 
the JJepdmellt. 0 • 

The Boanl bas a 1"0 ll>-'s('s':('d fee" a) (0];1 ill)l:,rl hy pPl'sons licensed to practise'the 
medieul lIt1l1 kinticet1 profession,;, h) due to elllct':s or this Dq.artment for sc;nices 
rendered to other (;()wt'lll!lellt rlq'artlllfont..; and {o) sllbmittet1 by pl'in1tp personso 

Laws and Regulatlons;- TIIf' /"ollowillg legislation "oas approved alld published 
during thc year:-

i) C~O\ernlllellt \ot'l"l':\oo , ()r the [Sill .Jan1!ary amending the Public 
Health (Aireraft) lkg·ulatiolls, ID4(i, and ('xicllrling the validity of the International 
Certifi(,<lte oj' Yaccillatiol1 ;lgaillst Y(,j[(lW Iel>\t'1' from cl to G years; 

ii) (;o"el'llltlcni :\o(i(O(' :\0. ;-; of tIl!' ;jil! Jallllan', all1elldin~0 the 1'01't Health 
Heg-ulation,:, 1~)4G, ,md ('xt(p(Llig tIle \alitlity of the' 111tel'llalio~tal Certificate of 
Yacocination against YellOi\· Fewr 1'1'O1ll 4· to (j years: 

iii) U(l\ e:'l"Illllelt t :\ ot ice :\0. 4·;');2 of t hl' 14th .\ugnst increasing the rate for 
t·he stamping of' sa1!":t.!.teo~ fl'OIll Td 0 to na, : 

i,) (';on~rnlll[·nt. ;\otw(' ~o. ,WI or thl' 1:.;[ AlIgn;::t raising the fee for the 
\\'atehit\!~O of {'orp"cs at till' :\ddojol'ata Cellli'll'l",\" frmll 5/- to 10/-; 

v) (;O\oerlllliCIll :':-oti(·(· :':-0. (in.) of the lfith Decelllber prescribillg the 
maXlIllUlll qnalltity of "oatl'!" whi(·1t Illa.'" 1)(' eOl1tailwd in bread as 45% of the total 
weight. 

In addit;ol1 the follc)\\"ing ads \\(,1'e 11<1""1·11 hy the LegislatinJ As,",emhly (l1ll'ing 
the year:-

i) Act No. YIl1 to amend the Medical and Eindred Professions Act; 

ii) 1\('(" :\0 0 X to nll1('I)(l the 1'1't'Yel1tion of Disease Onlinance: 

iii) .\d ~o. :.::r to amend []Ie Lepers OnlinHnce. 

Medical Examinations:- ,\ toj n 1 of ;jllfi (~twernment officials \Yere examined by 
the ),feclical Ofli:oer" of HcnHh prior io apl'l):ntnwnt. Xut'ses, 1£-[l('l1er" and polic~ 
l'ec'l'nits also had tlwir (·he"t X-l'llypd, The "fellicnl Officers of Health examine!1 85 
novernment OOicial" \\'ho h:ul eX~Te(l('(l tllf'i!" statuto]'Y reriod of sick leaTe or who 
wel;e reporlecl 111llit for flll'tlier :-;eni('e l)~' 1heir Hea(l ~f Department. 

Pharmacies:- The ~\retli('al Onic('I'': of Hralth to,-!°ether \\'iill the Analyst of the 
Department paid 11:\ snrpris(' illSp,'diol1s to pllal'lll:lcie" tlll'Ol1'C°llOUt 01(\ \,('<1'1'0 TI:es8 
insped:ons ,,'ere curried nut in terlils Ilf Section ;\G of the l\Icdic'al and J\in(hecl Pro­
fessions On1inalll"P If) ;t"("(,lo{ain if tIll' of tlH' 1:1 are l)('ill:~o ('olllplic(l with, 

All the pharmacies \\"('I"e fnlllld to he snpplicrl ",iill the llwdicinnl suhstances 
required by la\\": no ~llhst:m('c \\,H 1'(:11](1 ill1r(,]'f;~d, spoilt or noxi01B. The l'ego:stel's 
were properly kept nnr1 {hr rl'('~("loipj ion,; contain dangemns ell'll;,°S ,yere found tn 
('onfor111 witli the jl"mj,;ions of C;OYeJ"lllllrnt Xnti('c Xo. 20~ of l!I:\Do 

Vaccinations:- III terms of the 1'1'C'\'0ntioll of Disease Onlinance all )'arenis are .. 
obligoecl to IJ:lH~ tlieir hah;!:'s \,<i(0('inai0(1 :lQoninstsmall-p()xo Rndl y;wf'inatinn must he 
carried ont nfter the 1 attaills fliP agl' of two mnnills. Though Y:l:'eination may 
bo cnl'riecl 011t In° all Ille(] jonl'],s ille Department holds yenrl\" t\\'o s;:,s"ioJls 
of public gTarllitous \;jc('inali(lll". TIl(' \;l('('ilW lymph iF; always proyirlcd free of (·harpoe 
hy tlie Department and is :t\'ailahlo to all (lodor-.; \\JIO ask for it. 

The ]]umlw1' of hahi(·s ,'ac('inaie(l dl1l'ing' ille ,\"';)1' totalled :348:"5, 

District Medical Service:- The staff of the Disirid "}Tet1iC'al Reniee is made up 
of 40 mec1i-c:al practitioners \\0110 attend daily at the (~o\'ernment District Dispensaries 
and also pay clomi(;iliary yisits. 

The number uf attendances nt the District Tlic;pPllSar!eS totalled \)(i}l87; dOll1icijiar.v 
yisits totalled J, '(H'l2 (luring the ·same period. 
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Training of Personnel:- Dr. ,J. Pi:::ani, one of the Resident Medical Officers at 
t]le Hospital for Mental Diseases, is undergoing a postgrac1ua,te course in psychological 
medicine at Maudsley College. Two other oflkers Dr. Joseph Ellul and Dr. Francis 
T. Pullicino left for U .1\.. to undergo a, course in port hea.lth and blood transfusion 
service respectively. The latter will be responsible for the organization of q, blood 
transfusion service on his return to Malta. 

'l'hree entrance examinations were held during the yea,r at the St. Luke Tra.ining 
School for Nurses. It is gratifying to note that the idea of the nursing profession as 
a career is appealing to our younger gfmeration and many young ladies of school­
leaving age are coming forward requesting enrolment. 

Two preliminary and two final examinations were held during the year. Seventeen, 
out of t:wenty-three candic1a.tes, were successful in the preliminary examination whilst 
eight, out of nineteen candidates, passed the final examination and were awarded state 
registra tion certificates. 

Appointments:- '1'he following appointments were made during the year;-

Dr. Edward P. Gatt, M.D., B.Sc., appointed District Medical Officer as from 
the 19th February; 

Dr. Robert Muscat lnglott, M.D., D.P.H .. appointed· Medical Officer of Health 
as from the 11th March; 

Dr. Maurice Ellul, M.D., appointed Resident Medical Officer as from the 26th June; 

Prof. G. P. Xuereb, M.D., B.Sc., B.Se. (Oxon.), D·.Phil. (Oxon.), D.C.P. (l.Jond.) 
appointed Pathologist and Professor of Pathology in the Royal University of Malta as 
from the 1st October; 

Dr. Raphael S. Cefai, M.D., B.Sc., appointed District Medical Officer as from the 
14th October; 

Dr. Joseph M. Paris, lVI.D., appointed District Medical Officer as from the 14th 
October; 

Dr. Edward R. Mereieca, M.D., D.M.R. (D), appointed Junior Radiologist as from 
the 13th November. 

Medical Stores:- '1'he total mlue of :Medical Supplies issued during the Finan­
cia'! Year 1953-54 was £64,357. 7. 0 as detailed hereunder;-

Hospitals. District n;spen­
sarie~ and other B,al\('hes 
of tho ~Ipdicnl and lIealth 
Depaltmpnt (~aIta) 

A.pproyed Prp!'crirtions and 
Charit.lul" IrHtJtutions ... 

HO!'pitals, District nispen· 
sar;es and 01 her Branclips 
of the ;\Iedical and Health 
Department (Gozo) 

Other Goverr.ment Depart· 
ments . 

Sales from Medical Stores 

Relipf to Greek Eartllquako 
Victims ... ... 

I 

Drugs Dressings i Equipment Total 

1- .--!--.--I-----

£32,290 11 1~ £1O,U18 3 5 £IG.B44 5 4 £59,563 19 1 O~ 

R3 0 10 3 8 12 0 5 45 4 11 

2,B83 11 O~ 501 7 914 15 1 , 3,799 7 8~ 

341 \) 244 3 4 72 10 3 (158 2 8 

I 
217 8 0 -- - ~- -- 217 8 0 

. 
1 

5 16 0 i I 62 B 2 , 
4 J9 8 73 310 

£35,328-831 801 --i--------
£11,669 £17,359 10 9 I £64,357 7 0 

I 
---~------ ,--.---~ .---.~--
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Medical Relief:- ;';0 dJange::; were llwd .. ill tIlt' rate ~'Tallted to famili("s of patients 
at St. Bartholomew's and in other hospital,.;. . 

As in former years persons suffering fnllil cel'ta i II diseases for which tn'a tment is 
not avilable lo(,ally were remitted to 1~.I\. ho,.;rit:d,.;. 1'hirty-ei):dlt patients were sent 
for treatment in British hospitals of \\IIOlll hH'llh'-eight putients \H'l'(' sent to 
the Royal CaJl(~el' Ho!Spital. six to tIll' ?lIiddlp<.;('x Ho"pital. tlm"p to the ~ationnl Hos­
pital and one to Hammersmith Ho!Spibl. 

Expenditure on medical I'e·licf and kindred sen'i('('" c111ring' tlIe financial yl>ar 19£53-:'54 
was as follows:-

Grant to sick persolls allli their dependants t n,5()0 7 Ii 

Grant to dependants of rr.B. pa liPll is DTalta ollly) :21,814 If) 

Subsidies for Illilk for ha hit·s ;'5.808 3 0 

Infants kept at TJrs11lil1e (' rec1l<' Ht Nlit'liia 2.G17 

(;'rallt to falllilies of inmntt',.; oj' St. Barth's H()spitn I 
(Malta only) 8,080 R (j 

Payment of fees to llIidwiws for sen'I('(,s rendered to 
necessitous mothers 63 5 

rrnlNelling expenses to IJPr,;olls >,(·mt to LK. 11O;;pitals 1'(1)' 

treatment not H\'ailal>le loC':) Ily 3,495 9 10 

T{)tal £40,989 18 4 

Total cost of the Medical and Health Department 

The expenditure durillg tht' financial year H)5;i-;),1 - strudurnl rt'pairs not inclU{l­
ed - was as stated hereunder. Tht' ("xpem1itlll'e [or H);)~-;)i\ is given for comparison. 

1952-53 1953-54 

General Administration an(1 g'etwral expense,; .£ 10,960 £ 19,983 

FLealth Brallch. LaboJ'ntol'\ ,111<1 Qual':llltillP 
Stations . 

Child Health Service 

Cemeteries 

School Medical Service 

Hospitals 

School for Nurses 

District Medi{'al Service 

Grant to the I.Jac1ies' Hospitals Visitin.S! COltlll1ittep 

Grant to the Malta ?lIemorial DistJ'id Nut'sing 
Association 

Grant to the ~rothers' and lnfants' Health 
Association 

Maintenance of seyen heds in the ?If a I,tn '\'-a I' 
Memorial Hospital for Chilc1l't'1i 

Grant to the St. Jo1m Amlmlancp Association 
(Malta Centre) 

Relief to families of inmates of St. BartllOlome\v's 
Hospital, l\Jnltn. and Sacred Heart Hospit:d. 
Gozo 

Outdoor Medical Relief. including lllilk sl1hsi(li('s 
for babies and midwifery assistanee 

Relief to T.B. cases and/or to their falllilics 

Expenses in connexion with tllP hurial, of PHlll}(J),s 

Public C1ennsing Service 

46,03() 

0.101 

0,530 

4,682 

811.590 

11,34:1 

21,368 

250 

2.000 

450 

0:10 

122 

:-1.785 

17.200 

U),773 

1.077 

209,409 

£1,185.272 

48,384 

9,534 

6,395 

4.701 

824.838 

9,793 

21,782 

250 

2.000 

,150 

630 

122 

3,636 

14.411 

22,318 

1,039 

216,028 

,'£1,206,289 
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Ueveillie :- The Heyenue of thl' :,\lediea\ and Health Department in 1953-54 
amounted to £29,447 as c'Olnpare(l with £:2R'()()8 inI9:i:2-5:\. 

Details of Reyenue are as shown below:-

Heads and Subheads of Revenue 

II. 2. Quarantine ]lues 

III. 18. :r.liscpllaneolls 

V. A. Fees of Office :-

.. 

18. Pprmits. certificates, etc. 

I\). Hadiography 

20. Pa l I lolo;.rica 1 Exa 111 i na t i()n s 

21. Rtalllping Ran"age l?p('s 

36. MiscellallPCHls 

B. Reimblll'selllents:-

(j:3. HefUlld or Expense::; [or \yaklIillg eorps("s 
at tlIe Adclo]ornta C\'lIletery 

66. Sale of Pr()(luee 

67. Rale of Offal ... 

68. Arnlmlnm'p ;)lH1 fll11PraJ ('xpensl'S .. 

()9. Hospital Fee" 

70. Sale of Medieinf'S 

71. Collections from PubliC' COllwniellces 

102. Miscellanpons 

XIV. 1. Widows and Orphans l"llll(l 

XVII. 1. Sale of Hon"L' BefusE' 

2. Miscellanpous 

B. Weighbridg:p Fe('" 

XVIII 1. Sale or Crown 1-1anc1s 

Actual Revenue 

Ul52-5:3 195:3-5·1 

£ £ 

17 17 

:24() 242 

710 :379 

R 14 

] ,161 1 )566 

]:)4 :50 

111 14() 

MiU 

4,512 

] :31 

]1,R71 ] 2,472 

9)0 601 

1,178 

l,:'HJ 1.207 

2,44:i 

722 561 

407 

106 12 

.£28,663 £29,447 
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APPJ.,jNDIX A 

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 1953. 

STATlON,-VALLETT,\, MALTA. ~ = 14° 30' 185 ft 

,\Ir J"emperature 
Mean --- ------.- ~--~-.- ~--~, --_. ---- - --- - _._-- rell~il)n of Helallve 

Months 1" assure - - .~---

(Su.m.) Adopted Means of I Absolute Min. and Max. \'aiJOur Humitiity 

Mea.n - - -- . -- -- -, . - .--- 1-- --- - . --- - - - - - - (8 a.m.) (Sa m.) 
11emperutur(' 

I 
, 

~lax. __ I :Min. Max. I Min. D;lte I Date i . , ---- ! --- -- - ~--- -
i : 

I January I ! 
'" ... 29.9°1 51.1 47·6 55.6 41.3 14th 66.2 1st 80 7°P·C. 

i 
February ... 3°.0°;' 53· [ 49·9 5,·6 45.6 9tl: 62.8 I 14th 9·7 71 p.c. 

March ... ... 3°·206 53.8 5°"~ 57·5 44·5 12th 6:!.8 I 31st 10.2 72 p.c. , 

April ... ... 29.987 61.3 57. 2 66.0 52.5 15t 75·4 1 9th 13.8 77 p.c. 

May 29.936 65.8 61.4 7°·7 54. 1 5th 78.6 I l<)th 11).2 75 p.c. ... ... 
1 

, 

June ... . .. 29.918 77·7 i 67·5 78,3 I 60·3 2nd 91.8 29th 18.1 67 p.c. 

July 29.981 80·3 75 6 85·9 
! 72.4 5th , loth 

95·3 31st 71 p.c. ... ... I 
& 15 th 2.p 

I 

August ... . .. 29.990 79 .. 0 74. 1 I 8.p 68·7 11th 89·S i 1St 24·4 72 p.c. 

Septem ber ... 3o.05:! 76.5 I 71.7 81.7 68.8 14th 85.8 8th 23·3 75 p.c. 

October ... ... 30.009 71.4 67·5 76.0 59- 8 loth 84. 2 16th 19.2 72 pc. 

November .. , 3°. 155 61.6 58.3 ~5.J 53·9 26th 70·9 7th 13·5 72 P c. 
, 

December ... 3°·160 59.6 57·1 63.8 46.2 3 1st 69·7 I 17th 13·5 ;8 p c 

I 
i 

Year 
! 

I 
... . .. 30.0::!5 6,.9 61.5 70 .2 i 41.3 14th Jan 95·3 3st Jul} 16·3 73 p.c . 

I I i I 

A=Longitude of Station. tfJ = Latitude of :5tatioll. H = Height abo\'e mean sea ]c\'el. 

STATION-VALLETTA, l\IALTA. Ht. hr. = 59. 

Cloud Sunshine Rainfall 
\VE"01thc1° 

I 
\Villd- No. of Ob!'>cnrltioll.s (If:-

No. of Oay. of:- (8 a.TIL·) 

--- -- -_ .. _- -- -'~'.--. -- -- ._- -
Month. 1 I I 

\ 

I 

I 

I I I 
I \ ~ 

Total \ Max. 
- -" 

, .. I I I 
8 Hours of: I 

Date ' : ~ (/I en I ~ 

I I s;~I§t ~ :: ~ 

I ~ 
a.m c 

" " ~ ~ ~ 
E 

! "(; > I C; 
~ ~ " ms. , ms e<: J5 ! :C I~~ 1 G o 1 () z .,; ui if. rJ) Z Q 

-1----:_ I 1----- ------ --- --- --- --1-1--)-- --1- - -- --I-

I i ! 

6·7 
, ! January ... 4·7 5·35 1.04 27th 20 ... 5 6 ... 12 

I 
2 .. . 5 ... .. . I 8 3 II I 3 , 

I i I February ... 4.6 7. 0 0·75 0·:!3 18th II I 4 ... I 7 ... I I ... , 3 1 4 3 
! 

12 3 I 
I 

March ... 5.8 6.0 4·45 1.42 I,)th II ! ... ... 3 1 13 
i 

2 4 12 1 I I 2 . .. 5 5 

• April 5.8 8.8 1.30 0.62 24th 6 I 4 14 I I I Z 2 7 I 
I 2 10 5 ... ... .. , ... , 

i I .. , 

6 
I 1 ! 

May ... 5. 2 9·3 [.00 0.5 0 5th .. , ... 2 5 10 I ... 4 '2 '2 I ... , 1 3 II i 7 

June ... 3·4 11.4 0.60 i 0·43 7th 3 ... ... . .. 7 6 I 3 2 4 4 I I ::! 7 I 

I 
6 

July ... 1.3 12.6 0.02 0.02 4th 1 ... ... ... II 2 ... 8 7 I .. . ... .., I 8 I 6 
I 

August ... 3·2 11.3 1.68 1.20 I 7th 4 ... 6 3 3 1 7 6 2 1 I . .. 2 I 6 6 , 
I , 

September ... 3·8 9·3 0.32 1 0.21 . 8th 3 ... , ... ... 5 6 .. I 2 2 12 I . .. . .. 1 -+ 8 
I I i , 

October ... 6.8 6·3 ::.87 ! 1.41 ; 24th 10 ... I 1 10 . .. 13 ... '2 .. . 5 .3 3 4 2 4 8 
I 

1 ! , 
November ... 6·7 5·4 6·54 I 1.36, 26th 17 I ... I 5 I ... 13 .. . 2 II 1 4 I I I 2 2 6 

I I , I 
0.25 : 25th 

, 
December .•. 1.10 : I I i I 

, 
I 14 I 3 

I 
7 

, I 9 7.0 3·9 ... 
I I 

... ... . .. 4 I , 2 4 
I 

I 
I , 

\26.04 ; 1.421 loth 
I 

I 
i Year 5.0 S.C 103 i 12 35 I 37 1113 7 i 3-1 5 \ 20 40 1(, 

I ", 22 84 72 ... ... --t 
I I I I i : Mar. I 

Ht = Height of the Thetm&. above the gl'Oulld in feet hr. Hcight of the Raingauge above ground in feet 
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ApPENDIX Ii A. 

Table showing diseases causing d~ath, by month, in accordance with the International 
List of Causes of Death. 

l'BIlSt., vi Death 

1. Tuberculosis of the l'0Rl'il al ory sJ~t ('Ill 

::. TGbel'('uJ,-mi~ of tho lnPllIll:!('P :l.PU ;,.3;-}tml f1PITOUS 

.J.. 
5. 
8. 
9. 

1" 
13. 
16, 
16,'. 
IV. 
~O. 
21. 
~l!. 

23 
25. 
26 
28a. 
·lo3d 
·t3/. 

sy,t~1l1 '- .. 
Tul> ... )'t·nlosi~ of bOlli'S and joints 
Tllbereu](Isis, all othcr forms .. 
Ta be~ dor'a Ii, .. 
G"Ill'ml paralysi~ of insalit' ... 
'l'Yl'h(lJ(] fCVI'I 

Paratyplwid fpver and "tlttl· salmonella infecti"n, 
Brurl'llosis (undulant f~ver) 
(!t uP;' unspecifi"d f(,rIlJ~ (If dyst'lltt'ry 
ErY"lpplus ... 
SCl'ticrClllia alld pY:l.im~h 
Dip!lILeria ... 
Whoopill!.;· congh 
lI1enillg'ocoCC;l1 i"fecl;oll" 
L"!H'OSV 
Tetanus 
Poliomyeliti" 
FOlld p.·isonin:! illfeclio' and in[(l\i ... nioll 
Ill'ish ina 1. ia...: i~ 

It. \ ""plasms. 

Mali),(nallt neoplaslll of bU('(':]1 ('!\vity ami pharyn, 
;\1align:lIIt llPoplasIlI of cc,ophaglls 
Malignar,t IlPol'lasm oi ~tolJlach 
:'IJaligllant llPopiaslll of intestill?H, l'XCPpt rp('b:Ill 
Malignant neoplasm of r.·,·tum 

44. 
45. 
1.6. 
4-7. 
-ttl. 
49. 
bOo 

MaligIlant neol'l:hIII of . :\I'Y 11 X 

Malil{ll<lut IlPoplasm of tJ'l,;:lwa, and 01' brond11I5 an<1 
lUll:"; n(lt ~pl'('illcd a~ ~l'c(Jlldary 

i.\lalignant Ill'OplaSlll (If br,·",,' S1. 
53. ;\1alig'n:lllt neol':a'II1 or ,,1 \'el' .,,,d ulI"i',·cifi,·d l"lI ts 01 

the Utc'l'll' 

l\Ialignlln t IH·(,!,la,ru "I' l'l"state 
:'lalignulIt npop!:bIIJ of "kin ... 

54, 
5S. 
66. 
67. 
58. 
50. 

l\I alil,rnant. lll'opia<m of bnlle anti co Beet jvp f ;SHle 
:\laJignant IlP"I,jaHlIl of all other and llnsppcified ,ites 
Ll~ukwtnia H.tld nl('Ul"t:lnia 
['JmpIIOHaroor .. m and nOH'!' lll'0P],LSlllS of IYlllphatic 

tim! l,arma/op"il'lic ''ystpm... ... . .. 
60. Bpnig'!l neopln.;m8 aud neoplasms of u!lHpecifipd 

nature 

Ill. &, IV. Al1e-.q;r, Endo 'I':ne ~I/"tem. Ji,]ptflbnlir 
and Nutrif"",,,Z Dis"ils S ·,ud Diseaw;s 
,ft"e Biond cr· Brou,l:furming OI'.'Ialls. 

61. Nontoxic goiter 
tl2. Thyr%xic",i, with or withnut ;.('"itl'r 
6;~. lJinhde, melJltll~ 
6·1 Bprijwri 
6ila. l'erllic:iollR .\11<1 otliel' hvuprehromic anremia, 
65r. Other 'lweith·d and un;I;,·cifi,·d anaemias ... 
fiHr.:. Asthma 
tHlb. AI! 0' hpr "l1pr:[ic disorders, endocrine, metabolic 

and bloud tii'ca,ps 
Hnd 

V. Mentlll, PS!/f'luJnf'ul'otie aiHl Personality Di'op,ltl's. 

1)7. P,vchosis 
08. p,,~ "hotH'UrMis and disorders of personality 
1:19. Mental defiei"nl'Y 

VI. Diseases rifthe lYe/'llollo System (lnd Sellsf' Oi'galls, 

;0 Vast'ulal' lesions afl'euting (~enf1'Ulnt'rvous system 
71. N on oo ll1l'nillg'ucoceal meninglt is 
73. Epik·ps) 
i7h. Ot,ti~ media ant! T!la~toidjlis ... 
iSb. All other disea,;es of the nervuus splem and sense 

organ~ 

Cal'l'i"d for ... ard 

I I I I I I I I I I I : ! Jun. Ft"h.: Mch .. \pril May ~ ,Jun/;"; July t AU~'1 ~('l?t.1 Od.! :\ov.IDec.! Total 

1-.--1--1-1- --,--,--: --.-' , ,I • I 

5 . .1, 

1 ' 
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1 I ... 

8 
1 
1 

;3 
il 
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. - - I 
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1 i 
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ApPENDIX HA - (Continued). 

Table sho~ing diseases causing death, by month, in accOJ dance with the International 
LIst of Causes of Death. 

lUi 

-----------------------------.--------~_;. __ --,I--~ __ --'I----,-~-----,--~ 
c"" e' .,( n",,,1.. I·Tan.:: F"t. i'l •. " ,APrll

l 
)!ay I·Jun,.I.!uJ." I AUg.ISevt.!: Oct. 1,"Oy': DOC.! TotaJ 

79. HlWUll.atie j\";el' 

hO. Cltr··nil' d"'ll,"atie bea t ,iiSl'''SC' 
HI. Al'terloseieJ'otie and (L:';.!t'lH·l';lli\"{.~ ht'art dl;o;f'l;tl"l' 

ti=.:!. Oth,·1' di,,,,:ts,'s Ill' ht'art 
Sil. lIYl',·rkll,i.m wil h ht·;td dis"Il'" .. 
S,L HYl'l'l'll'll,ioll KiilllJut llll'll'ion (If \ "art .. 
85. J }iht'i{>ll:-, ot' a.1 t·'t'i\!S 

86 Otilt'l' di,,·u'l's (If circllla;"l'), systt'll' 

81>. llllinPliza 
!-lfl, Lobar pnelllllor.iu 
no. BrllllellO'pl11't'l1:l"'Jia . 
Ill. Pl':lIJaryat pical, ot1,(,;' and lln'l'cedit'cl ]1'(,l1111l,nia 
9::!. ACllt,· In'Olll'hiti, .. 
9;1. llr()lll'hi'i~, c\m'l1ie ",,<1 lUlfjU,d:!1"r! 
'd7b. All other l'l'~l'i."l(ll'Y di~ea"", 

" g'd. 
lOU 
101. 
IO=.:!. 
10:1. 
I~i'!a. 

UIl'el' of stofiL,d> 
lJl"el' of' dll()(I"1111l11 

GU,tl'il is a11(1 duodellit's 
App"llIlidti~ 
I 11testi:"d .. bstnlCti"l> :Ill,l 1"'l'lIia 
(iastl,,·t',rt('l'itis and 1'"liti, b.·tW{'('l1 4· ,,"pcb 

. ..-
104{,. Gast rp'elltCl'itlS and colilis agl's ~ year' 

'JO.ln, Ch I'I111ic ,,"tpril is a nel l.b·nt H' oliti, '" 
11)5. (;:lTho,j, or linl' 
100. Ch,,].·lithias;s ". d ('1.,,1 ('nIHl' 

107. Othel' di'('HSl'S (If dig"sli~'" sptl'lIl 

10';:. Acul .. IIt'plr ,-itis ... ... 
109. Chl oui.:, olhel' a~J 1111Sj,(·"iJied 1l •. !)ill'itis 
110. InfeetinlJs "f ki,!nl'Y '" ... 
llz. HYl'el'l1l",j" of ]ll'(ls"bll'.. . .. 
1141;, All nth"r diseasl's (If the :.;ellito'"l'i11al',I' s,Ysh'lll 

fl11'l2 

XI. Deline)';"" "lid Cumpli l'{diollS 'if T'1'~:llzal(('.I" 
Oh i,'dZ,irtll all'! the J'llO']" )·iJ;m. 

120a. Other eOllll'li'"ati(llls of pl· .. gllalley, chilrlbi,th alld 
the puerpc·ri 1I1ll 

x III. lJisea.<cs of the BJ)lIes and OrganJ (If J[uvemfllt. 

121. 
122. 
12,1. 
I ~6a, 
1:!lib. 
1:.:6c. 

r n/','ut ions of sliin and FU hent aneon,; tissne 
Al,thritis aod spondylitis 
Ost'·(.lll,Yeiitis :\l,r] ]wl'instit is 
Chronic n1"I!I' of skin (inclndil1g' tropi"al ulcer) 
All otlll'r di'e"ses 01 skin .. , ... 
All otber Jiseas~s of mns('u1"·,1,,,Jetal S}'stl'111 

CUl'ried fOI'l~:ard 

-I---;-----~-'-I--I-- '-1-,-' 
. I j, 

IllJg 78! SL 711 70 n:l ;=.:! I ti:l : ;)~l !j~' t>V lil 

I I 

I i 
! 

1 1 :2 1 7 
I 2 3 1 1 1 2 lu 
~Hl oj 71 ·IR ! :15 ;jfl ,Itl ;31 38 :!~ 48 52 Ulll 
I hi 5 11 I,; 1.3 1" l~ ;1 7 (j I) lO 11\1 ~ 

1.1 ~ 7 H :j u a (j =.:! 5 ;1 7 7 ~{ 
:i 1 .. 5 1 ! :2 <1 1 1 I i :2 ::6 
5 : 11) !O 5 i 5 ;1 ;3 :! ::! -1 ; 1 :3 51l 
1 1 :2 :2 1 I 8 

1 1 
i:I I ~. =.:! I ::l :! 14-
8 7 d .j.i .,J, 7 il il Z , :l Ii 5:1 

I 1 I 
I) 1 2 1 i :2 i a 5 :.l 2 :11 .. 

i 1 :2 :l 1 :2 I 1 :3 
2 5 7 4 ;) 7 ;j ,J =.:! .J, :3 ~(j 

I 
I :2 5 ... I 

1 
1 

1 I 
1 I 

1 ·1 ;3 I " 1 4, 18 

5 3 , 1 :2 Il 17 ·lS Ik tl 10 8 1;) 1:3(1 
1 I .. 1 I 1 1 () 

I I 

1 I 1 1 4 
:2 1 I 

:.l 1 1 I 1 1 2 16 a 
I 1 .j 

:.l a ! ... I 
:3 =.:! 1 1z 

:.l :J =.:! 1 12 
H 7 .j ::; ,I ,1. =.:! (3 11 ..I :2 57 

1 1 I 1 2 6 
1 1 2 I 5 

1 4 

1 1 ' ... :2 
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I '2 I 1 ... Ii,.. ... ... 
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ApPENDIX HA - (Continue<i). 

Table showing diseases causing death, by month, in accordance with the International 
List of Causes of Death. 

f ,Jall.1 Feb, : Mch.iApril ~J"y I June!. Jllh'I' Aug, St.pt,1 001.1,,0 •. 1 Dec,l 
1------------------- --- ------

, . I • , " I 
-\--'--.---~I-i-I- - --1 .. -'-

, I. 

127, 
l:!R. 
12~j, 

130. 
Pl. 
1:32". 
1:121'. 
1:33. 
13 ~. 
la,;. 

1:18. 
I,n 
U:'l, 

141" 

115. 
1113. 
1,18, 
ll~ 

Xl\'. ('O"-II,"i/1l1 J{"lf;"flln1i,,,,s. 

Spin:< I,ilida and Illl'illn,"'o('ele 
COllg'cllitallHall'lIt'llI,,!iIlJI of l'irL'llbt,)l'Y ..... y ..... tt'Hl 
All nth,'r eOlig"'lIiral IIlajfUl'lIIatioll' 

Ih-th illjHril's 
P",""at.d a-phyxia allJ :\t('ll'l·t!\~i .... 
Dial'l'ilwa of 11,,\\"I'Ol'lI (lInd,'1' 4- w""k,1 

Oth,'r in recti· II' 01' lIl'whol'll 
II"'lllolytil: !lisen·e of nl~\\'llonl 
All .. t"l'f deiillPcl di,"t\"PH pf parly 
Ill-dtli ,\I,d dis,};lse:, pr"l\liar 

illl,,,atnrit.r unqllalilied 

~lotor I'eh ell' aeeide,ds 
A(;cidl'i. tal I'alls 

to 
illl"!l>',\" 
t'nr y ill l'allcy. and 

.-\eeidel,l (·l'.n,ed I,}, fj,'l' 'ill.! explosIon of cpm\-u,tible 
1l1at"I'ial ' 

A"cid,'nt e'"ISl't\ J.,Y h"t ,11 bsl" He", ('01T0"; ve hl'tid, 
and radiatiul! 

Accit\,'nt ('[HI""..! bl' li1'l"\1'111 ... 
Accidelltal drowlIi;l;,( and ,u\..Ill"t'sioH 
All other accidental cit""" .. , 
Homi ,idp and injlln' I'nr'j1l1,pl,\' ildli,·t.d hy oth .. f 
per~o,,~ (nut in W'l1':' 

Total 

I; . 
:W:.!I::1) :!Z:li1!)() ]61'i 1ll1:! Z:W :151),13 15a ,lSi :li6 

i I 
, I 
I 

3 

3 f ~ 
B 10 I; 

2 

:~ 1 :1 

1'1 18 Hi 

'1 

2 ~ 
7 5 

·1 

15 11 

1 
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2 
4. 
I 

ti 

:-l 
:~ 
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5 
(i 
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11 

8 14 

:~ 
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2 
il 
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2 
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11 
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1 :'l 
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:{ 
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~I 

1 
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10 

1 
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10 

6 
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1 
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7 10 10 U 15 

Toto! 

8 
18 
1:3 

37 
87 

r; 
2 
4-

2:3 

17ti 



ApPBlIDIX lIB. 
Table showing mortality in quinquennial and decennial age groups by sex 

AGES 

1--5--- IO I IS I 20 25 35 I 45 55 I 65 75 8S \ 95 I TOTAL --1-----
LOCALITY 1 Under 5 -&, uDder 10 & under 15 ,\, under 20 k under 25 &0 undor 35 &; uniler 45 &; undor 55 &; under 651 &: under 75 &, undor 85 &; under 95 lind over TOTAL 

1------------ " - both 

Attard 
. __ . ___ .. ___ ,~ I_F __ ~I~ ~~I~\~.~ ~ -~~~\~.I~\~~~i~~~!.~ M I~I~I~ 

2 ... , ....• , '" ....... , ... 2 ... "'\"'11\ ... I I: 3 2 3 2 ... 2 ... 1 .. . I I ...... , ..... , .......... 1 2 I ... 31 I rl ... 3 II'''' Halzan 
Birkirkara 
Birzebbuga 
Cospicua 
Dingli ... 
Floriana 
Gharghttr 
Gnaxaq .. 
c.;udja ,., .. 
I..JZlf;l 

Harnrull 
Kalbra ... 
Kirkop 
Lija 
Luqa 
Marsa 
Marsaskala 
Marsaxlnkk 
:VIclina 
Mellietla 
~1garr and Zehbieh 
1\10sta 
J\Iqabba 
Msida .. 
Naxxar ... 
Paula 
Pieta 
Qormi 
Qrendi 
Rabat 
Safi 
St. Julian's 
St. Paul's Bav 
Sta. Vennent' 
Scnglca .. 
Siggicwi 
Sliema ... 
Tarxien .. 
Valletta ... 
Vittoriosa 
Zabbar ... 
~ebbug ... 
Zejtun . 
iurricq ... 

. I 

"'1 

14 I :z .. • I .. . 1 ... 2 3 I I 6 7 18 13 13 16 I 12 13 . .. 5 i 
4 ~ 1\ ... I .... " I 1 ... [ ... 121 ... 3 I 2 1,4 I: ... , I: 

IS b ... ... ... .., I 2 I ~ I 1 -I I 3 5 2 II 3 3 7 I I .' 
I . .., ...... . ...... '· .. 1.·· ... 3

1
", ... 3 I 2 I, 

2 3 1'\ .. , ... I I I I 1 1141 ... 514 3 9 6 6 ... ,\ .. 
4 I ...... I .... " .. , 1, ... 1 I ... · .. 1"" 3

1

1 3 I: .. . 
I ... [ ... '" ... 1 ...... 1 .. ·1 .. I 4! 2 2 3 3 ... ! ... 4 
I 2 I .. , ••• ... ... . .. 
R 7! .. , ... '" .. , I 

I~ II 2 ... ... 2 I I 2 

5 I . ... ... ... .., 
3 I , ... ... ... .. . 

9 
I I 

II 

I 

26 
1 

14 , 
6 
2 

2 
6 

3 
19 

4 
20 

11 
10 

13 
25 

o 

" 
14 

I2 

2 

10 

6 
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2 

19 
3 
6 2 

3 

5 
6 
7 
-I 

I B 

5 
10 3 
8 

10 2 

12 3 

2 

2 

2 3 

2 3 

2 

:I 
2 

2 3 

3 

3 

" 

2 

2 

2 

I 

1 

:; 
2 

2 

2 

I I I 

5 i 6 
I 

3 

3 

2 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

I 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 2 
2 J 

l4 3 

2 

I 

6 

I , 

2 

7 

7 
3 
3 

2 

3 

11 
I I 

10 

3 
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2 

:% 

4 

I 
I ! 
3 . 

2 

2 

2 

5 
2 

3 
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2 
:; 

..j 

10 

4 
3 
3 
2 

1 

8 
16 
5 

••• i 
2 

6 
9 
2 

:2 

8 
I 

9 
-I 

12 
:2 

13 
2 

I3 

6 
2 

2 

I 

6 
16 
5 

23 
3 
6 
4 
8 

3 
10 

2 

3 
3 

10 
I 

I 

4 

4 

5 

II 

I 

13 

6 

I 

19 
4 

17 

3 
2 

2 

4 5 
7 4 

15 2.i 
5 

IS 

5 
I 

7 

9 
23 
-l 

6 
27 

I 
2 

3 
6 

12 

3 

7 
4 
7 
6 
9 
4 

16 
3 

18 

12 

3 

3 
10 
18 
8 

25 
-I 

10 
8 

2 4 
18 23 
4 3 

2 

3 i 2 

3 I • , , 
8 : II 

I 

I 

6 
2 

7 
3 ., 
I 

4 
5 
.3 

16 
I 

17 
I 

3 
:; 

5 
15 

t: 

13 
4 
7 

10 

I 

7 

2 

5 
6

1 
3 I 

9 
3 

I I 

6 
3 
I I 
5 

18 
7 

3 

2 

4 
2 

2 

3 
II 

2 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 
I 

... I ~ 
2 I 1 

Il 

2 

2 I 

2 

2 

5 

2 

3 

M 

II 

5 
76 
18 
,42 
6 

24 
13 
I I 

5 
27 
8.\ 
16 
() 

It) 
.,. -, 
53 

4 
7 
.3 

15 
13 
3<) 
1 ' .1 
-,9 
.,0 
-.) 

54 
8 

88 
II 

74 
3 

24 
I3 
i\ 

IS 
:0 
91 

28 
96 
19 
45 
41 
58 
49 

F 

9 
8 

7: 
13 
26 

5 
2; 

3 
15 

5 
26 
qS 
, 8 

6 
13 
18 

'9 
2 

3 

.3 
37 
12 

28 
21 

45 
12 
67 
II 

63 

33 
11 

4 
Iq 
36 
ilj 
:8 
93 
I4 
5 I 
37 
51 
33 

sexes 

20 

13 
148 
3 1 
68 
II 

49 
16 
z() 

10 

53 
IS2 

24 
12 
'" -.) 

43 
f J 2 

6 
10 

5 
37 
16 
76 
25 
67 
44 
99 
20 

155 
22 

137 
4 

57 
14 
I2 

34 
56 

17·t 
56 

189 
33 
96 
88 

109 
82 

Total Malta 314 252 19 I 12 8 3 I 12 7111 III 126129141 13711221 89 2 8 11)333 11,231 12,564 t::: 
-lj 



LOCAL! l'\' 

Ghajnsielem 
Gharb .. . 
Goasri .. . 
Keri:elll .. . 
:\lullxar .. . 
Nadur .. 
Qala 
San i.awrenz 
Sannat 
Victoria .. 
Xaghra 
Xewkija 
Xlendi ... 
Zebbug ... 

Total (;OZO .. , 

Total Both Islands ... 

ApPENDIX HB.-cont. 

Ta.ble showing mortality in quinquennial and decennial Sex 

ACES 
-~--------~----- --"-----.~ 

i 5 I 10 lJ ndf.'r 5 I &: under II) &, uIld(~r If> 
15 

~'t ullder 2n 
25 

& lID,ler ~:I;) 
35 -+5 

& tllldn n S: 1l11'1t'f :;i) 8 ' utHia u" Cl 5 
---- ----_.- --.--. ------
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I. hrft. '111( ana PartlSjtic DiuaJtS 

I 
I- Tul,erCl1:osh. of respin\lflty f,y~lelll 2 9 6 3 Ii 5 ~ 

'1 
27 [2 39 

2. TllberCll jos" 01 uH~llingt"s and c",ntral 
nervuus ~y len) z 4 6 10 

{. Tul,elclIIu.is of bon", llnd ioillll; "I I 

5· 'InhaClll,),j,. ,,11 other (orms I .. ... "I" 2 3 
lS. Tab s <Iorsali. 

'''1 ' I'"~ J .. I 1 

9 Genera I j'llraly,is of insane ::.1 1 .. , I 
... 1 

3 3 
I::l. TYI,h id fcv, r .. ... '. 1 

lJ· P.lTatYI ,h, .id fever and other sal Uloneiln 
lnft"ctiulLs .. \ 

'''1'''\ 
I 

15· Hr'lcellusis (undulant f_v r) . ~. . .. 2 3 
16c. O:I1<'r t1nsl,ecilied fOlOIS of uy.entery I .. 
19 Ery,i".",s ... I -:I 

20, S'I'I:cn_m,a and py~eluia 2 j 3 J 6 
21. Diph'h, ria 2 :I 5 6 
:i2. \Vilt"'1 'ing cou. h 

:::1:1 
J 

1,\ M,'nin 'epee,11 il {,ction. 

':/1 
1 2 

25· I "'prosy :I 2 1 5 6 
26. Tt:tnTlUi 

'"1''' 
2 1 .. 2 .. 5 2 7 

2Sa. l'olioll1yelitis ... ••• '0. j 

43<1. Food f' is(jnin~ illfection and intoxication 
431. Lei~hlllanln~is 

'''1'''1''1''1 ,., '''I' ', ... , ' , 11"1 ' 1"1 '1'''''''1 
II. N.toploJtns 

044· Malignnnt ncopla.,,, (If buccal cavity and 

t. 11 31 ph'"yllx :I 7 8 
45· Mali!:l1a"t n oplnsm of oe·oph,gus 2 2 I 7 7 
46. Malignant neopl:!su. of slomaeh 4 :, 3 5 6 5 9 6 5 27 23 SO 
47· Malignant neoplulUl of 10 I",tines. except 

reclum 
:::1 

:I 4 J :I 3 :I 12 7 19 
48. Malignant ne"plasH' of rectum ~I 1 3 6 7 
49 Malign:'nt ne"pillsm of Inr)nx 3 .. 1 1 .. 6 6 
50. Malign.lIlt ,eo, la,m 01 Ir ·ch n. an(1 ofbron-

61 chus :In<l I;: Iig u(li sl'eci led as s~co"da y :I 8 I] I I 27 5 32 
51. },laiig-nnnt n'·o.,I:l"lll uf Ilrt n!O 3 6 12 4 5 2 .. 32 32 

53· ~.f..:i..:nant neoplasm ()f unspecified parts of 
UI<"rtls 3 " 9 J 15 15 

54· ~Ia"gnanl neOl,bsm of pro,tate :I 4 4 
55· Malignant ne0l'la~m (If ski" :I :J 

56. M aligmlllt neoplasm of bone an I connective 
tissue ... :I 1 ... I .. :I 

2; 1 
7 

S7· Malkn:'n! neoplasm of ~II other and un· 
~pecifwd sites .. "·1 1 I .. ' :I 1°1 4 13 13 16 6 7 " 51 80 

58. Lellk:oemia aoHlnleukeemia ... I :I :I 5 II 

59· Lymphos3<clIma and other neoplasms of 
Iyml.hotic IIl1d h:\ellintopoietic .y't~Ul :I 6 41 r" 

60. Benit!n neoplasms and neoplas'Uls of un· 
~pecified nature 2 :I :I 3 I ' .... .... 
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, -lTC·~ -.~(j7;:~~r'L:./~·-;;;'T;;~r;;;;.'-~y /(111, ll1t1.t/JtJli( fill a' 
lVlItnti,,"tli J hSt'>StS. & 1 \'. j )ist({ses 0/ t'u 

hI/cod ll1Z B OOd/t}l11li1lK Orgat:s 
61. N"llt<lxic;':0 t er 
6z. Th "ot",ic, 'S!> with or withont goiter 
63 Diahe es mellitll, 
64. I ('rilJeri " 
65:1. Perllicions 1:lld nthl.!f hvperchro111ic .lIl;\,:·mias 
6jc. {>thcr "'p':ciiicd and un:;pecilled allaC-lllia::; 

66:1. Asth:u., " 
6t1b :\:1 ,,>]Ier lIer~ic ,\:sorders, enducrine, 

TlH.:tabolk lind bl, 011 disra:,;c:i 
V. .1/;'111·". j'J'I'(/;,J//turoli, and 

P,,'rsal/{/'if~' iJJJordt'fS 
67· P'ych",i; . 
6S. I' ,ydl, """HO';S a nIl dis», (lers ot PCL,OIulity 
69, Me"lal detic'ellcv 

YI. D:s(~ast)' (lj tilL i\"'trl',JItS ,))'S!tlJl (uld 

~S"~·I.I't:' O)',,'llIIS 

70. Vfl!-cuJar 1e .... ion:..; Hlrl.!~ ing cCl1tral rterVOUs 
~y~tt'jll 

71 ~<J1J~1l1Cllil'goc, ,cent 'ltt.'ningitis 
71. E!,i" i"Y 
77b ()ti;i" Hl dia :111d llliistoiditis 
7D;). \il 'ltltt~1 dl ,\.:as~~" uf tiL' Ih:rv us s,,!-.tem and 

s 1!~(' orga1l, 
'/II. /)ISfIS"'< o/t(", (i)"U/,:tpll' SI'sftlJl 

7C). IZhl ll1J)a~IC h~\'cr . w 

So. (1}f!IlI'c rlll'hlll,dte h("ar~ dis· ... ;\St.! 

~I. A:, rio~t.:'L'IUlIC '-'.:: dvgeIH"rhlh-\: ht!'":'Jn di'-c;lSC 
82. \ If 11('r di~e·;:-t.'!'> ,J he,lrt 
H 1 11\ per (·I1 .... ioll with he rt dis\~a'·e. 
g4. Ilypertcll~il)!) \\'l!h!lll! Ule"lltioll uf h('.n-t 
g). 1)1"(,"1 ... \'"'-.. of:lfte i··;-.. 
~G. (lthll di~e,,~·s of I'ircn! .. t, ry .... y:--1CI11 

VI II. j) ,l'td,(',I' o/t/It N4.1iinl(o:y ... )j'sIO!l-
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Deaths by Cause according to Age and Sex 
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Cr\LJ~ES OF I'E ,TlI 

X. /)/s{'ilfl'S Il/ (I' !llto-! rillilry '\,1 X/till 

10 Acul, ""pluill' 
Iv J, \ :hr,dl~. cdlh:r :tnd ull:-JHxitled llepll1ili~ 
110. III/!.: \1 0" u; ;,Idnt:y 
112. J lypcrp!:lsi.t ()j pi :-1:):(' 

1 ;~t~ ,\11 \l,1l 1 di ea:..e-, oj ,he g -nit,) llril1:UY ~y~tc II 

XI. 

[20n. 

XII. 

i2L 
J 22. 

12 

uti!.. 
[ ~lJc. 

[27 
12~:( 

["9· 

f)r i,'f'ul'S /I.'tt! (TO'JI/J 1/',:/1/) ,.:;oll)~/:;~llil!l(l', 
('/1111'1 111/ iii IlNt! till' I'll,'! it rittl!: 

(),hv' Cu1ll1!ltC tit) ~ 1./ It!cg . tll . .:y, chd,i­
l)llth alld lhc I'll TIH.;:nUIll 

lhsf'd.'(J ;)/ tit, dll.f C~/l'l a,. llss/JC 0... 
XlI: .. ;.\""/ t) {'S f/lld 

01.~·,/jS (:/ (Jllt';,f 

Ink'c 1(Jlb ,;I ~ dil 'lid :..uhc:utan ·u,\-.. ti::-::..u,,' 
,\, 1l!lll~ nd {l1)j1(Jy,il::-. 
(bt~'1I>l y, 11 :- ~llld !)erlu,.,l,!i:-. 

CIIII) .. ic It't:t'[ tlf :-okl!! lllc;udll1!,!; tr Ideal 
ulce') 
\11 I) It 'I' d S,';l~C" {If ~J.:.ill 

:\il ~~thcl' ,!JSC,I:-.e . ..., (,fl1lll,culil ske1. tals)'~t1..1n 

Xl \'. {'oll,:""f'Ju/ul Jlil/!;, nlta/io}t \ 
'"\\,In. t h fi 1.1 :~nt/ lIlt-Oil (\1'I,jt', 

CIIII:":"llll;lj , •• a f oIdl:rtHIIl(>fcilnl1;'ltH\'7y:.-tl'HI 

,\\! other c()llgerdtallll,rll ,[lltali >IlS" 

xv C/'I ttli,! lJ:s<",S(s ol/-:,/1'/)' 1";:'1I,Y 
J ~o. Hirlh i"Jlln,:-, 
\3 1• ! 0:-'111::11::'11 as, Il)'xia and ;::t( I('ct:l~is 

L'I;1r. hoe~~ ul Ilt;WIl;1 11 { I' del' 4 We' ks 
(Jtht:1 IJlrn'lii)l1~ l,f lit Whtdll 

Ila"HHd\tic dlst.:;t"e 011]1 WI·(lfll 
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ApPENDIX MA. 

GENERAL HOSPITALS IN MALTA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the yea:].' 1953 

I 
Hl'mnining 
in Hosp 
al l'nd 

Ad III is-
:-;1{)i1~ 

! of IU5~ 1-------1--1--

r. lnfective and Parasitic Diseaus. 

1. 'rllbeTcnlo~is of tht' l'e~pirator.v system... 7 
2. T'lht'l'cnlosis of the meninges and centrul 

nen-Olls system ... ... '" 4. 
3. Tubl"'ct1l0HiR of intt'stines and peritoMum 

and nwspnteric glands ... 1 
4. Tn b~I'Cttl()ll;S of UOnl'8 .lIld joints ] 3 
5. Tuiwl'cnlosis, all other forms 7 
6. Congenital syphilis 
7. Early 'yphilis 
R. Tabes Uor.alis 
9. General pal'nlysis of insane 

10. A Il other syphilis 
11. BOlloco<'cal illfections 1 
12. Typhoid fE'ver 5 
1:'1. Pamtyphoid lever and other :O:aJmon('lla I 

infections 
14. Cholet'a 
15. Brucpllosis (undulant fever) 11 
lfia. B,cillary dysen!ery 
1Rb. Am .. eba,is... 3 
ltic. C .ther unspedfied forms of' dy"entery 
17. SCII rlet fevt'r... . .. 
18. Strel'to('oc:c'al sore throat 
19. E,·ysip,·las 
:!O. Sel'tlCllemh and pyaemia 
:H. Iliphtht'ria 
2~. Whooping rough .. 
:!3. Meniugococcal illfectiollS 
2t Plnglte 
25. Leprosy 
i6. Tetanns 
'l,7. Anthrax .. 
2811.. A"ntt' poliomYE'litis 43 
28b. Polioencpphalil is '" 
29. Acnte inft'ctions ellc~phalitiR 
30. Late etff'(·ts of aCllt~ i,oIiOln,elitis and 

n~ute infectious encepnaliti; ... 
:'11. Smallpox ... 
3~. M"/lsh'R 
a3. Yellow f(lv!']' 
;H. I nfectiou8 hl'patitis 
:!5. Un bil's 
a6a. LOIlR~-borne epidl'lIlie typhus 
;lfib FI"fl-bornt' l'lIdt'llIic tvphns 
aon. Tick-home t'pidC'lIlic typhus 
36d. Mite-horne t,yphlls 
Boe. Otht'l' and Ilnspl'dfiC'd t.rphlls 
:-17a. ViVRX llIulari,\ (b"nign tertian) 
3ib. l\1alHI'iHe llwlnt'ia (quartan) ... 
3' c. Falciparllm tlll1.hria (walig-nallt tertian) 
a7d. B1al'kwater fever .. 
37e. Othel' and unspecified f"rms of llIalal'ia 
;!8a. Schi,tosomiasis vesical (8. hremotobilllll) 
38b. S('histo"orniasiR intt'stillal (:0:. han-oni) 
Htlc Schistosomiasis plllmonal·.I' (:o:.jnponicnm) 
;~~d. Oth,·!' Hnd ullspecified schi,toMtlluiasj,.; 
all. H\'(]at id dist'Hse 
40a UilChocerciasis 
40b. L"iasi, 
40e, Pilal'ia~is (hancrofti) 
·IOd. Ot hpr filariasis ... 
~l. Ankylo,tomiasis 

Carri~d forward (IS 

44. 

17 

3 
31 
Itl 

1 

1 
6 

U3 

25:! 
2 

HI 
1 

50 

2 
1 

1 
29 

1 
51 

I 
3 

11) 

4 

717 

Tmllsfi'rs 
frolll ot }"'r 
HO'l'itals 

12 

7 
2 

10 

·10 

Total 
(·a~e:-. 

til atl,d 

I IJi,,· I'"aths . 
I "ha1';,:I" 

----1---

63 

21 

4 
51 
"1..7 

2 
II 

151 

34 
1 

50 

3 

1 
:ill 

1 
101 

1 
3 

11) 

i 1 
I 1---

I H5i 

2 

5 

2 

1 

I 
I 

I 
23 31 

6 1 

4. 
3A 1 
:W 2 

1 

1 
8 

135 

:WJ 1 
l! 

3'l, 
1 

2 
1 

I 
24 

:3 

bi 4. 
1 
'l, 

1 2 

H 1 

4. 

1 

702 4~ 

7 

9 

12 
3 

1 

14 

.. , 
15 

2 

3 
1 

13 

80 



ApPENDIX MA - (Continued). 

GENERAL HOSPITAI.JS IN MAVI'A AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (In-patients) for the year 1953 

I H .. i 
I ""l!llllillg' I 

Tra11sft:r" Total 
Di"pa~e I ill H '''I' I o\dllli,-

f"l'O II I oth,,1' Deal It,! Di~-
lit (liIU 

ea,seH 
ch:U'\re:-; I :-.IOIIS 

Hospital, Il'e"t.,d .,f ID52 
~ i 

I 
--------~. i-

Brought forward $15 717 .10 852 2:! 702 

·1211. 'l'lIprwonn (infe,tation) and uther cegtodp 
ill e,talions 7 7 7 

·12b, AH('al'ja~is .. , 
·~:!c, Guinea wor'Jl (dracullculo,i,) 
42<1, Other dis,'a,es due to h. hninths 
,tall, LYIIIl'h"!!1 alllllonH' \'elll'l't'UIll 21 21 ;~ 18 
4:3b. (;l':lnuIOllla in}!uinale. v. nel'l'al 
4.:ip. Other alld nll'I'Cl'ifil'u \'clll'real disea<(,b , 
.I;~J Food poisollin~ inf~cti"n alld ill(oxication 2 2 2 
,t;{e. Helal'siug f.,v.,1' 
4af. Leptospirosis ictel'Ohmmonha"ielt (W eil 's 

dixt"a:w) ... .., . _. I:) ._, ••• 

4i3g-. Yaws 
tal!. ('hicl(pnpnx 
,tlli. Dl'll~!:t1e 
4,:ij, TraclHllll1I 1 1 
4Hk. ~:tlldny fevei' 
4al. LeiNlllllanial"i:-.: ;3 :3 2 
4:31ll.'I'I·YP:lIIO'Olll iasis ~a.lIlhil~lI:-;i~ 

Tt·.rIHLH()~(lHI iasi:-; )'IIOi!p~ipllS1S 

Of h.·1' alld ullspecified Trypanosomiasis 
4Rn. 11el'lll,'t')phytosis . .. 
4:30, Sl'abi,'~ .. 
4:3p. All Othl'!' di:-.rftses ela8sified as illfccti,'(' 

and parasitic .. , ;) 5 5 

II. /leoplllstn •• 

·14. :\Jalignnllt n.'o;)lasll1 of Luecal cadt)' 
lind pharYIlX '.' .•. -0. 3 9 12 9 

45. J\f:tiiglla n t 111:01'1(1:-;111 of resoi)lingns 1 7 8 2 ;3 
.tti. ~I "Iig-nallt lIeopla,," of' st, Illach 3 5U :3 56 22 21l 
-17. l\bli!!IlHllt neoplasll1 01 int" ,tilll'S exeept 

I'Pctnlll 4. 4, ;~ 
./8. Mnlig-"ant n('opl:i'll1 of I'p,'tnm , .. 2 2 5 2 
49. !'I1ali"ll:lnl n.·oplaslll of lary',x " 1 1 
0'). ,Malignant n('oplasm of t,:achea. !til II of 

bl'OnclnlS and Iun;; Hot Sl'l"'ified as 
s('('oHdary '" :{2 2 31 11 22 

51. l\T:dig-nant n .. oplaslll of b1'east ." G 25 3 iH 2 ao 
52. i\lalig'nant neoplaslll of ""l'I'ix ute1'i 1 1 1 
5:l :.Ilaiig'lI,IlIt neoplasm of other and un-

speci fi,·d part,; or utel'US 1 1 1 
54. ;\Ialkll:tnt 11t'opl,,'I.1 of pro"tate 1 4 1 6 1 2 
55. l\1"li!!nant llt'OP]"'lll of ,kin 1 10 11 P 
50. :\lalig'lIant n('oplasm oj' L,nw and connec-

tiv.· tisslle .. 1 7 8 ;) 
57, :\T..li"nant npop];,<m of all oth"r and 

un"IH·('iti .. d silt,S 2 iiI f. il9 :~O 41 
iifl, J,Pllluelllia HIl I al"llk:.emia 1 112 4 117 3 64-
59. LYlIlphosil rColl1!! an'] otlll'l' n .. t>plaRlll of 

LYlllphali.· alld hreillatojloi"tie ",\',t"lll 5 5 a 
flO. Bcni"n n{'oplaHlIS and lIeojJla>lllS of Iln- I 

125 

R~llIaildllg I'ransfl'l's 
llilwr in Ho,p. to 

at PlId Hospitals , f 19 '>.~ 

48 80 

1 

3 
3 

:i 3 

1 
2 

1 
2 

3 
I I 

:3 

5 18 

2 

specified lIatut'.: .. ' ... .. . 14, 102 2 WI I 1 112 I--l-i- t 
---- , 

---' 1--- ---------
I 

Carried f01'w::u'd 1:1O 1,159 62 IU'il I 
101) ! 1,071 I 6:3 117 ' .. 



ApPENDix MA - (Continued). 

GENERAL HOSPITALS IN MALTA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in~patients) for the yea:r 1953 

Brought forward 

III. & IV. A 71e"gi.·, Enilo('rille Sp,fem 
lvIf't diOlic and ~Yutl'itional 
])i""ases, 
D,:s"Clses or the Blood anrl 
Bloud-formi1/g Ol"g'lIIs. 

lit. Nontoxic goitre ... 
62. Th\"rot"xic""i~ with or without goitre 
Wl. DiH bl't.·s llldlitn~ 
()·I·!1. B"rilwri 
6-1.b. P"llagm 
61e Semvy 
Md. Oth"r defiei"n"V sfates 
65a. Pel'ni<·i"u, and "tb"I' h,Ypcrl'hromie 

ulIrotlliaR .. .. ." ,.. 
65b. 1!"IIn ,1t'nci"l1cy alllBmias (il,Ypo('hr"mi,') 
1i5,·. 0(\1<'1' "l't'citied and ullspe('iti.·d al1lBlll111S 
(ilia. AsthuHl. 
oub. All (lth"r al/,'rgic disorderc. I<:ll<1ocrine, 

l\Ietabolic ami Bl;...,d Disea,e" 

67. 
68. 

69. 

V. Mental. P'.1f"hollell/".ti(' and 
Persona it.1J I illl)rde!'s. 

P"y,·hoses 
P"l'chOll"1l 1",8('< and disOl del's of 

'l'el'sonnlitY' 
.l\Iental dcfic'icncy 

VI. Diseas!:s of tlw Nr:l"I)OllS S,/f,tem allft 
Sen.~e Ol'g((IIS 

70. Vascular lesionR afft'd ing een! ral lIer-
VtlUS ~ysteBl •. 

71. Non-llll'nillgoe,\ecal llH!llin"itis ... 
72. :'Ilultipl,· sclt'l'Osis 
i:l. El'ilppsy 
7 -1. IllfLlIlIInatorj' disl·tlH'S of el e 
75. Cat'll'1u·t 
76. Gl.lIt..:Ollla 
77a .. litis "xtema 
77b. Otitis Ilwdia and lIlH"toitiitis 
77<:. Oth"I' i"fbltlmatOl'\' di"·,,,!',; ',f ear .. 
iKa, .\ II of 111'1' di.,·as,·s' and ('olldil io"" ,.f ('ye 

78b All 0: h"I' Di."nsl's of tlil' 1\ l'1'\'01l8 • 

Systt'lIJ and St!lI~C Ol'g'alls 

VII. Dispases of tlte Cil'('u1atn1'1j System, 

71:!. HIll'lImatic f"Yf'r 
"0. Chl'Olli" riIl'lIlll .tic h.'art di'PH'e 
81. Artl'ri .. "l·lt·rotic and Jl'gl'lJel'atin; heart 

diHemH~ 
g.) Otl.!'1' dispases of iI"art ... 
H:~. Hyppr!t'nsion with iI""rt dis .. """ 
St. HYl'l'l't,'n-inll wilhout tit'lltion of h,'art 
8il. llis,'ns<'s of art pri .. " 
86. Other' disea~t's of Circulato!'y ~.\·s!t'm 

Cun'ied forward .. , 

2 
5 

4 
1 

5 

21 
III 
:l4 

9 

I 
1:1 

2 
] I. 

6 

28'3 

I l'rallsf"rs 
A,I111j,,-' nth,,!, 
si(Jn~ 

1,159 

11 
2!i 
Fl.) 

15 

8 

3L 

81 
29 

62 

Hospitals 

62 

5 

3 

1 

5 

2 
15 

12 

2 
2 

2:> 
7 

HI:! 

Total 
("asp:; 

treated 

] ,:~51 

11 
~.) 

~J5 

15 

1:3 

69 
3 
g 

78 

io 

:!R 
8 

2:1 
R 

J() 

:1 
I 

29 
III tl 
53i 

108 
~.! 

l,z7ii 

100 1,071 

17 

2 

37 

2 

:!:H 

11 
:H 
nu 
I;:! 

9 

(jl 
1 
5 

70 

6 

2:! 
Ii 

i5 
;i 
1 

17 
J067 
'lK~ 

72 

45 
1) 

I ;~,,)Il 

63 

,j, 

2 

3 

3 
1 

Ii 
2 

1 
6 

17 

2 

2t)~ 

4 
5 ' 

I 

J 
1 
2 
Po 

2 

3 

11 
3 

1 

1 

7 

15 
4 



ApPENDIX MA - (Continued). 

GENERAL HOSPITAI.JS IN 1'IAI.JTA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1953 

: nl',,,a;' ill;!; I 
III 1I 'p. I .\tltlli-­
at (,llll I SIll"S 
"f Wj~ 1 

_____ 1 

Broll;!;1rt 'orward 

VI I r. Diseases of the R,.'Sjll·rtlt",y System 

'(;7. 
H~. 

SH. 
\/U. 
U!. 

H::l 
:I:;. 
\14. 
0.), 

il'L .i' !. 

~J7 b. 

A(,I1'(' 11]>1'('1' respiratory illf"dions 
I"Il'it'llz" 
]J01';!l'l'll(l:I1Ht,tll:1 

I {n l ll('hil-pl.l'tllllilliia 

Prill",,}" at'pi('al. lither all'! II IIs!H'(·i Ii .. ,! 
PIlt'l1l1l ll llia 

Aell!t' brot)('bili:-. 

Brllll('iriti,. ehr"nie am! IIIl'lll"lif1,·d 
lIYI"'rl wpl,.l 01 t"Il·'ls ""d "dt'lloid, 
1':HlPYI'1I1<l fllH.1 ,\bt·t·~s or IUllg 
PI'·Ii!i~Y ... 
PIl"UIJp',,'c)lli ~1:-; 
Ail otllt'r He-i,int!(Jr)" jlis",ISI'S 

IX Dis (/.it'S (If Ille Ii/x sth,,' Sysh'IJl, 

!IHa. IJell!:r! C'II'l"S 
9~b. Alilltl er <Ii "a,,'s of ;""th alld sl'l'p"r!-

ing- .--11'111"1 nl"eH 
\liJ. FI""r "f ,t,,,",,,,\r 

100 VI"", .. I ,lit",] '11'1 III 

1"1. \;""rili, IIlld dUIl,ivllilis 
l'i') '\l'l'elldil'itis 
In:J !IJti·:-:til1al uhstrtll,tiPJ) alld hl'1'lIia 
10 la Oa:-.t rll-PlIft'ril i:-- :unl l'Olil is hl'l WI', 11 ('0111' 

I () t b. 

lOle. 
1115. 
lll,i. 
107. 

\\"\'\,},;::-> <!lId two \'I'H'~ 
(},l;-.tl'O-l'tltl<l'i. i:-: 'alltl ('oJi: is, :t~t':-- twO! 

~p'al's ilnd II\"P!" .•. 

Chroll,t ('lItt' iti:-: alii] 1lltTril~ive ('u1itj;-.; 
Cit', hll:-:is Ilf liV('l' 

(1Il1dl·[ithia .... is ;l1:d /·holc'('\':-;Ij:j:-; ••• i 
Otlt .. r l)i:<":I'>'S ,,! Iii,· [)i~'e'li\',· Sy.-tt'1II 

X. Diseases of 1//,' Gt'lIito. Urz"lialY 
... \'J'J/l'I11. 

10". 
lilll. 
1111, 
Ill. 
lt~. 
ll:l 
lIla. 
IBh. 
lIle. 

'cHtr III'phri!i,... ... .. ...' 
Clrn'11i,', ,,1 Ire,' all.l llll'p""ifier! 11"I,hliti,': 
Inr"cli"lIs 01 kid,,,·y 
Ca!I'lIli If urii,;I! Y ~""tI'IIl 
11.\'jwq,j",i:r "f 1:1""lat" 
1 li",'"-''' 01 b,..""t 
Hrd'IlI"l,I" 
1)!,ol",l t•rs o!·lllt·n"tl'u:dioll 

All "tir!'r lliSl':;"'s"l !h"G";;ito-Crill:try 
r',pll'1I1 

Xl Drfrli",.r;C.f (711d (. lIIplil'tTtinns of' 
p. e.'1 II II II '}/' t'hildbi,·th "lid ti,e 

PacljHJ'illili. 

115 

IlO. 

S"I·sis of jl,·p;!llu,'ey. childbirth alld thr 
. ,Plld'l'~'rjll111 
1 ()X,ClllHl, "f prc!.lllllH·Y a,"1 the 1""']". 

lH'rJlllli 

117. IT,ellJorrhage of pn'gllall('Y aliI! chill!-
hiI" h . 

11 '. Abortioll will,out. lll(,llliOlI of "·p,i., <>1' 

tox;Plllia 
119. A]'"rtioll wi1h "'psis 
120a. O! h"r '·II'"l'li .. atioll' "f 1" 1';!11B11'·Y. chilJ­

birth '"Id t I", l",('rp"1 i"1li 

5 

7 

7 
G 

7 
]f) 

() 

7 
In 

f) 
,~ 

I 
1 
:! 

G 

2 

1~,H:38 

22 

7 
:!I 
17 
111 
7(i 

51 

2 

IG 

1 711 
3 42 120b. D,·lin'I·.Y wilh""t e''1llpli .. ati''lls 

'---1'--
Cani"d fOJ ward ,l!'f) ; f). lUi , 

'I']"all,f"I" i 'j' .. tal 
1'1'(1111 pi h!'r i e,ISf!S : Deat h:-: 
H"'pitals' I .. ('ated 

, 
---.' 

11!l 

2 

\l 
3 

1 
:! 

1 

·1 
It) 

ll):t 

2 

2 

16 

77 
45 

17() 7.01H 

2 

o 
I 

1 
·1 

1 
11 

;s 
.) 

2 
;-\ 
H 
.1, 

7 

8 

Dis. 
ell a r;.!.t.::--

H 
lV 

ltJ.l 
5;3 

;l~i 

:3D7 

1% 

55 
H7 
[53 
~1 
41'l 
I :i 

117 
3 

2 

2 

Iii 

·1'""",f,,, S 

t .. "tI",\' 
IIosl'itals 

7 

3 
1 
5 

2 
I 
f, 

1 

3 
3 

11 
8 

3 
2 

G 
1 
1 

In 
7 

1 

3 

, I -I---i 

f).Ol2 I 288 I 

'125 

1}l"1 a!1l111g 
ill Hoi,!,. 
at (',"1 

of 1!J5;l 

::l01 

5 

1 
2 
~ 

1 

8 
1 
7 

Hi 

7 

a 
7 

7 
4, 

5 
2 
G 

2 

392 
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APPENDIX MA - (Continued). 

GENEHAL HOSPITALS IN MALTA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in~patients) for the year 1953 

11t"Ill'tining I 

I 
in HOHll. 
Ilt Plld 

I of lil52 

Admis­
sions 

---------------1-------
! 

Brought f"rward 

X n. Diuf1 ses fl/ f he Skin {J1ld r ~llu la,. : 
Tissue. 
nud i 

XII r. Diseases 0/1/11' Bmu's and Orgalls 
0/ J/flvemt111. 

121. 1 nlpctiollR of skin and ,ubcntnnpon8 
ti,sue ... '" ••• ... « 

122. Arthritis and spondylitis ... 
1:<:3. Mus, ular rheumatism and rheumat.ism. 

ullspt',·ifi"d ... .,. . .. 
124,. O"t ... pmj'l'litis atld pel'iostitis .•. . .. 
1:':5. Auk.1 l"si" and :tt'qllin·d 11Iu,cu[o,k,.lethl 

. d"f"rlllitics... ...... 
126a. Chr.,ni,· U'cer of Skiu (inl']udiu~ Trupi-

"al Vle!'r) ... .,. ... . .. 
l'l6b All O!lIPr Di"pa"e, of Skin .. . .. 
126c. All other diseast'o of IllUscu!"skel"tal 

system ... 

XIV. COIl,~mi'al .'1-falfo1 mntiollS. 

127. SpillR bific.la and lllPuing-()('cle ... . .. 
12B. Coug-l'lIi,,,1 Ilialionnatiou III the Circula-

tory ~J<It'm ........ . 
129. All other ('ong'Pllital lllulfvrmatiollS ,., 

XV. Cerlaitl Diseases 0/ Eady {'fallcy. 

1:10. Birlh il1jllrjps... ." . . .., 
l:ll. 1',"1 natal H<l'hyxh find att·lt'('ta,is .. 
I ;{211, Dian hopa of III'whOlll (Illld"r <1 weeh) 
132b. Ophthalluia nl'OI':ltOI'II111 ... • .. 

L'::'c. OthpJ' ill/"cl j"U8 of n.·whnrn .. . 
13:-1. Hrelll .. lnic <li,"""e of IH'wb"rn .. . 
13·1. All ol-h.1' detillf.'d di.,e",cs of early 

i;;fa ll('Y ...... .. .. 

135. 11l·d,·fi"pd di""lls!'" I'",·uliar to ~arly 
illfaut'j'. 11l1d immaturilY uuquHbfi,.d 

XVI. Symptom .. , SOI1/ity and III-Dejined 
cOlla'ititJllJ'. 

V16. S"nilitv without mention of psychosis 
1:17a. I'Yl'cxi'a PI' unknown ol'i,;in ... ... 
137b. Ubst'rvation. without nel'd for fur' her 

lIledical cart' . ... '" .. 
IS7c. All otr.cr ill-defined canses of morbidity 

XVI l. Accidmls, Poisonings and Violence. 

4.06 

7 
20 

13 

1 

1 
20 

1 

7 

2 

3 

8 

I 
I G,4.f;i 
I 

i 

3~9 
163 

38 
83 

10 

14 
106 

100 

2 

10 
89 

9,1. 

2 

8 
127 

83 

13B. 
139. 

Motor vt'hid" aceid"nts 
Oth .. 1' translJ()l't ;lCciJ~nt" ::: ~ I ~~ 

---i--

'fran,f,·l''; I Total 
f"om other, "asps 
llo~pitals ; trt'all'd 

--1-

176 

35 
·16 

5 

5 
7 

1 

4, 

5 

6 

, I 

7,049 

I 371 
22t1 

, 

38 
101 

11 

20 
133 

102 

2 

10 
100 

2 
1 

94-

6 

1:1 
135 

4 
83 

97 
47 

357 

1 
2 

1 

1 
6 

2 

8 

1 

5 
17 

------i--- --

3:'12 
186 

3f. 
86 

11 

IB 
lOB 

91 

!l 
86 

1 

B8 

4 

5 
130 

4-
66 

84-
25 

T.l'llnsferM I:R;maillillg 
t tl I" HORp. 
o 0 .11.'1' I at end 

HosPItals! of lil53 

288 

23 
9 

1 
5 

7 

3 

6 
3 

392· 

16 
3,1. 

8 

2 
15 

7 

1 

5 

3 

5 
2 

HI 

2 
:t 

Can'it'd forward ". 499 I ~ 8-8 ii, 0) 290 i 8,647 '. ·Wf, 7,877 I 357 507 



1,10. 
141. 
142. 
143. 

I,M. 

1,15. 
146. 
147a. 
l,t7b. 
Hie. 

147d. 
148. 
149. 

150. 

APPENDIX MA - (Continued). 

GENERAL HOSPITALS IN MALTA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1953 

!l{Cmainin<r I Tr:msfers I Total in Hosp:" .\dmis- Dis-Disease , at end sion,; from other cases Deaths .. hurges 

I of 1952 HOspitals treated 

-~-~.~~-~--~ --- ,-,----
Blonght forward ... "W\) 7,858 290 8,1147 406 7,:377 

Accidental poisoning ... . " ... i5 469 . .. 41H 1 ,156 
Accidental falls ... ... ... 1 114 14 129 1 115 
Acciden1s can sed by machinery ... 

I 
7 . .. 7 ... 7 

A .. cidcnLs caused by fire and explosion 
of combustible material ... 1 138 ... li39 5 12i 

Accidents callsed by hot substance, 
corrosive liquid, steam and radiation ... 9 :3 ll! 1 8 

Accidents eau'cd bv fin'lHm ... 5 123 1 12!1 ... 115 
Accidental dr()wllil;g and ;,uhmersion ... ... 14 . .. 14 . .. 12 
Foreign body entering' eve and adnexa ... 15 ... 15 . .. 1,1, 
Foreign body ')lltering other orifice ... ... 2 . .. 2 1 
Accidl'uts c:1ns(·d by bites and stings of 

venOll1OUS anima\:.; and insects ... ... . .. ... ... ... . .. 
Other accidents cll.lls(,d bv hnimals ... ... ... ... . .. . .. ... 
All other accidental canses ... 24 179 17 220 i 192 
Homieidc and injury purposely infl[ded 

by other persons (not in war) ..• '0' . .. ... ... ... ... ..0 

Injury resulting from operations of war ... 17 . 0. 17 ... 16 
----- -- ---

Total .. . .. 555 8,94.5 825 9,825 -121 8".1.:35 
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Transfers Remainin" 
in Hosp." to other 
at end Hospitals 

of 1953 

357 507 

19 It; 
4 9 

" . '" 

8 4 

1 2 
4- 10 
1 1 
1 '" 
1 '" 

. .. '" 

'" '" 
9 12 

. .. '" 

'0' 1 
-----

405 564 


