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Sir, 

MALTA 

M'l<JDICA1J AND HEAIRH DIDPARr.eMENrr, 

Vallf'tta, August 2, 1957. 

I have the honoUl' to s'U1bmit my a.nnual re])OJ't on the health oonditions of the 
Malte6e Islands and on the work of the 'Nledic~l and Health Department during the 
year 195G. 

'The year under reyiew wal' lllO:ot ,suecessful from a health point o.f view. I't was 
fl'ee from epidemios and 6'8l'iolls ontlbrea'ks olf diseases. 'The ,s'anitary standards were 
maintained -at a hi,01h level TIa:v in some res'peots they were raised; the ",O'eneral health 

o '<." ... 
was wen maintained. Provi"ion" [or the eaJ'O and trea,tment of tbe 'Sick were kept 
in a high state of efficiency but, the accpnt was on prevention rat·her than 'on cure and 
we end-ea,voured to promote by evpry ffiP;U1S at Ol11' disposal ,preventive mea'sures. We 
ha,ve organised J1PW nwthods for Tille promotion of general health, ,such methods were 
"intimately linik.ed with an amelioration 'OIl' tille hygienic conditions. Hygiene has 
become one of t,he essentiaLs of modern lirfe. It i,s respons1ble not only for the health 
and welfare of eit:zens but also. for their happiness ~mc1 well-being. Its impnrta,ncl> 
i,s recognised by the State because it is linked with 'social security for vi'hich all nations 
a,re BtriviDJg. For thirS reason official policy llowa'days tel1lds to promote the principles 
and practice of hygiene in i,he private and the prrlfbhc I,ife of the -ci,tizen. 

The stanr1anl of Jjying in Malta, j,s .olf European pattern and the med~ca;} and 
lealth sel'vic ei) are planned and gearec1 ~lC'col'(lingl:v. For thi" rea'son \ye haYe to look 
;North for our inspiration a,nd it is fr,om 'ilhat 'direction tha,t we expect heLp, advice 
and assistanoein onl' endeclvours. 

'Since the lm,t ,VorIel War a weat 'cJhange has come over our Island'S. mhe 
ord,eals and har(l;::hip~ 6\ulIered duri.ng t,he war :veal',~, the contacts made duriJ1ig that 
period and the hurst {oj' reconstruction and renewal soon a.fter the -cessation of 
hostilities altel'erl tJ1E' mod,e oif life cd' 0111' 'People and (~han.ged their outlook. The 
social structure wale; efJ'ected in the ",en"e t,ha:t rural and agricultura.1 elements were 
transferred into ullban and industrial. 'Thi" lIlac] its reperc;ussiJon on the old system 
orf pUlblic services; great need arose {ol'>'ocial "ervice otf a modern type and the 
Medi'cal and Health seryices, which an' the Jor,emost amongst the ,social services, ha,d 
to be remodellec1 .oll moc1ern linek';. These remOdelling and reorganization are not 
yet complete but Hlt·y are being "ery aCotivel~' p'Ul1sU'ed .. 

The population of the Lslant1,-; remained sta tionaiT . 'rIle lll.Dd-yea,j' popUlation 
at 314,066 was only ::;liglhtly below that o.f la'st y,earwhich Was. 31L1,369. ''TIlle· satura­
tion point llas been reached and exceeded years. ago and since the la.st World War 
hig .dforts have ,been made to euse tUle conge'- tinl1 Ib~' enconnvging m~gration. Tbi.R 
expedient was resortt·d to as a· maHer of necessi'~,~, rather than ehoi;ce because tile 
depleting 01' the population of a proportion c;f it" pro'duetive rnanhooc1 is. not a 
remedy to be countellanced. Overpopulation however has it.s dru.wbackG - social, 
economic. hygienic; a nd in our Islands it presents THore difficult problems than it 
does elsewllere hecanse O'f tihe limited area orfOUl' cOllnh','l' and thE" df'm;ity orr its popu­
lation. 

Some €a,t1sfaetion may he, .gnilletl from tIle bet that althollgh iJhere was no 
appl'6'ci-aible decreU'se in our population the upward trend has ibeen c,hecked. One 
should never expect an inlpTe~",ive red'lletion in the incremental raie, because the 
natural increase has not shmm [lny si.gn ill dedine. 'The little redinction that was 
recorded wa,s almc:;"t, totally at the exren"C' of the 1lla Ie pOPllla,tio.n af the Island. 
Tlhis year the males THIll1il;ered 151,~)3'2 u,.; argain-;t. 152,139 fast ,yea.,r and t'he females 
numbered 162,13·1 a" against 162,230 last year. Tlhi,s schawsthat whi1st the female 
pOipnlation l'ema;ned practj'cally st(ltionar~' tllP male population was ,slightly reduced. 

'l'lhe birth rate h<1;'; continued in its slow ,but;;;tearl~' decline. IThi€. ~-eall"s lfi,g.nre 
of 26.80 i,B' lower than last ~'eaJ"s wbich wa,:: 27.2:i and eompa,res with that orf 1941, 
ono -of the ,YOl'st yen I'" of t:lw \Val'. when it '''!1s 27.on. A( tllat time t,he low biJ'th 
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rate was the relSult of uufavoura1ble vyar conditions as proved from the fact that when 
circumstances improv,ed after the lilftingotf the siege i.n 19:14, the birth rate sprang 
to 39.26. (Since then there 11a's been a slow but steady decline in our birth rate and 
if it were not for the reducti,on iilOlll' in;' 1llti:e l1lorta lit.v , its s on the poplllaton 
would have already ,been felt. 

The death rate fOIl" the veal' was 9.29 "\\hidl higher than la6t year \vhen it stood 
at ,8.53;rrhere were no el;idemi(' ,:' <)1' 1)11 of infcet'oll O)~. <lUY athe" 
abho1':ri1al circUl:rt6tan{e to aeColmt fOI' tIlE' increase in the ·dea th rate, pJ'Olba.bly tbe 
explanation may be found in the ageing 'PTcce86 of the population. It is to be not,eo 
that this year the err-ses od' death due to sen'li(\' were higher than last year. 

n is 'WWl pleasllJre Hlat I reconl a further red,nction in onr Infantile Mortalit',},. 
T:his y'ear's rate42.65 is the lowe6t e,H'L Ir('nmpa~'e~ lnyourably with {}t·her European 
coun'trie>s\and is lower than that in {:e: tain conl1tl'ie!' :n the South af Europe. When 
onecoIi'side11s that in the E!l101't 81;a11 often on:' Infantile ,3!Iol'tality rate has been 
reduced from 120.aO (1947) to thi~ 012.65 one c:lnnothnt .Jeel t.hat a 
great success haR heen achieyec1. It is to he noted thai: this is a steady al1vance from 
year to ye,ar. 

There are yarioUis ,reasons to accollnt .rU!· th:(~ ".ah."faeto]'y reC'ult ,hut t·he t.h~·ee 
princ.~Fal ones are: su,srained eff.ort 011 the J.lart ,of the Department to ensure adequate 
pre-and post-natal ,care and attenb.m: increa~e!l willingness on the put of the motbe:.·,s 
and parent€ gene,rally to make use erf the 'health availahlt, for t,heir benelfit and 
advantage; imp:'ovec1 $f'f';rd c(Jndif'C:lF cf' tLe \dll)]" i'.en. To the~l' tlr·e·e came,c:, 
must b~ added the impetus which paediatrics has Ibeen given in the medical education 
anc1 'in medical pracfrl'. IThefncllc, ,,!' p:l\·fni-;·i: r;';\; ti(e hac "]1Cl'\YJ1 a tendenc:v to 
shift from the €.iclk child to the child health anc1 in ~o doing i1 i,s takingincrcfclseo 
intemst not only in the child propel' IUnt al:::o in the infant and in 'conseqnence it has 
succeeded in l\owering Nle mortality and m01lhidity oJ childhood as well rr-s of infancy. 

, Our child health selJ:vice has been funetioni,lJIg during the last decade bnt up to 
the ~yeaT uilder review there was not an 0l1f;,aniBec1 pre-natal <service. Mothers had 
all the facilities to go to the Distriet ,M edical Officer'S anel the SpeciaEsts of 'hhegeneral 
hospital but the ante-na'al service \y it-; not integrated as a, unit. 'rhis was nttaimed 
during this yearl' when t.he Departmeri.t took ,over the pre-natal clinics whicJl were 
being 11m by thp, "Save 'The Children Fund" in few to\vns and villag.es and assumed 
responlSibility for pre-natal service all over the Ic:land. 'T'he "Sa.ve The Children 
Fund" d'eservecre~dit for their ,pio.neering work in the interest of ,expectant mothers, 
but with the eXIansion oj' the health Ecniu8 in all lh'ections it became evident that 
such an important a8pect as thecal'e and ,,-eHare of mothers o0111d not but d,evelcp 
into a, Departmental commitment. 

The Child Health branch eli the jJc;pal'tl1lent ,,'a,,; thus {'(jrrrpletec1 ,by the in.stitu­
tion Qlf a ipu:e-natal service and an adequate stair has been engaged to cope with the 
increased r,e€po.nsi1biliti('s. An [tc1ditional Child Henlth Ofiicer ,-ras appointed and 
three other Doctors w,jthan e(pal l1l1lnlJer of llUltSe~S "HTe entru"tedwith the running 
of the ante-natal clinics wh'eh have been opene([ in all towns and villages. TlH~ 
Doctor.sand the Nurses pa:d wee1dy visit<'\ and he lcl sessions at the clinics' when the 
loca,} Health Visitors \vere also in attendance. Expectmt mo:h:>1's call at the clini('f;' 
for examination and t,here they a~lso receive guidance and aOylee. If they require 
special 'e:xamina tionsor investitga tion"" the~ are re.ferrec1 to the maternity division Oif 
the general hospital where they are seen by the ("oD~111tants Hnd the specialists. '1'11e 
service has proved to ,be a \Success a,~ eyinced by its incl'ea'sing popularity and by tbe 
rising lattendances oJ mothers. 

The Child Heal:h clinies were l'lm on s'wiInr as the pre-natal ones; most 
O'f them were opened twice 11 ,veeik awl the Health Visitor€. took a prominent pad 
because mOISt often 11hev followed un 'ca"es and mac1e it a point to ,navdomiciliarv 
visits to enlslme that tho' advice given-by the Docto,' was ,being followed -by the mot'her;. 
During snch visits the II? dtll Yisitol' dis(,lIsserl 'with mot,hers prohlems affecting 'per­
sonal and environmental hygieJ,1e. 

One of tpe immeo(!iate effect;3 of the henefits re6ulting from the combined activi­
ties of the child health and pre-natal cl:nics has been. as a11'ea(1," statetl, the de:::reasl' 
of in.£an~ile mortality brt lwnefic·;;ll inl11:P11c0 lw" :,1,,(, !bee1' f("l+ I'll neo-lntal morh­
lit,y which admi,tte(lly has not kept pace with infilnHe mortality. "\11 neonats a)'(' 
especially suscept:bJe to infections and infants born at home are no exceptions. 
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The patt'ern of treating neonatal infections is ~hanging. Sinc'e Semmelweis 111-

troduced in 1847 his revolutionary method grelilt str1des ha.ve been made; the use of 
maskfS, gloves and artificial creams wa.s substituted by sulphomide:s which themselvet; 
had to make way for the ilJltroduction lof penicilLin that gave heartening reslllits. En­
coura.ged :by Buch results there are Doctors who unfortunately di'sregard the \lId. 
est'alblished methods 0'£ reducing neonatal mortality such als environment of the new-' 
horn, breast. feeding and other essemtiah 1Oct' .good health; they la,y their hopes on the 
administration oil' antihiotics. H it:; howe,yer to be noted that :5'hort, unneceS6ary and 
ineff·ectual cour~es of ant:lbioti:cs are not only 'u'seless but dangerous. ,rrhooo Docto:'s 
who rely solely on anti'bioti{'Js' would do well to study the work of Bea,ven Il.md Burry' 
in N mv Zea;<allf1 (] 9i5(1) whec'e re.:;isiuut, Ha phi,lococci are now very serious pro:blerns 
&0 much so that the lIse of fll1ti'biotic.,s Jlas become I~ets.tricted. 

The imfiuenee of integrated maternity Illncl ohild welfare has tbeen felt also on the 
mortality from dise.a;:;e:s of pregnancy, child <birth and puerperiUtlll. This mortality 
has neve,r given cau·se for alarm; OIl. tlwcontrary it has Ibeen contained within limited 
proportioms. Tbe number of sudl deathls during the year under review was six as 
compared to seven drorinlg the previous yea,r; for ,purpose ofcompa,rison it may Ibe 
"lated that ten) ears wgo in HH7, the 11l1mJher of deatl1iS was. 20. . 

'1'0 abtain these enc:oura1ging resulus we have st.riven to evolve a pIi1ttern af super­
visioo involving the coopera,tiono.f the midwife, the family doctor, the prenatal doctor 
and the specialist. In between them they compile a record of the personal his-wry, 
the general medical examination, the c,bstetric examinati,on fwd the special tests. It 
is well known that pn,:,t iHn8<sses or complications in previous, pregrian~i~ may inter­
fere wit,h the normal progress of ;pregnancy whereas renal diseases, hea,rt lesions and. 
tulberculosis may umse 'seriolls mishaps, ISiO alBo malnutrition or e~cessive worries. may 
be detrimental. Ohstetric aibnomnalities should be ea,dy moted fo.r proper attention 
in (be course. 1t will also ,be conducive to a, halpPY te.rminat~on ,of pregna,ricy if lflS-. 

se€sment be rna,(1e oJ the haosal blood [ll'('8Snre elf the expectant mother, her we,ight, 
and of her hlood and urine tests. 

ConcUl'lrently with the organization QJ the prenatal service limd the expansion of 
the child healtih I~en';ce there has beem all extension IOIf t.heschool medical' service by 
{;he appointment on tlhe reopening of ,sohoo16 in October, olf four ad'CEtional schon1 
M edlcal Offi.cers and one SchoDl Dental Smgeon with tlheir respective additioo,of 
s'chool nurses. 'The increase in the school medical service was a,180 nece.,sitlfl.ted by 
the great strides made in the expansion od' gemeral edncation in these IBl<~,nd's: Many 
new schools ha,ve been ,b~lilt a,nd thomands ()[ ClhiIa.ren were newly admitted, 

''1'he health od' the ),oronger generation is the ,basis for [Ulture !prosperity alid 'prci-' 
gress of our nation. vVhen related tochildl'(,lo the modern conception od' health has 
Ill, comprehensive mealling alS, it includes Iboth body a.nd mind aBi well a'S environJlllelftal 
cl<l'cumstance:s amd soeiail relations. .our school medical service strives ,to cover all 
these .affects cifchildl'E'n 'IS hea1th and the tendency is nowadays. not only to treat 
and cure ailments and diseases but to 'Prevent suc.hconchtiom5 by prece.pt, guida]):ceand 
advice. IGuidance and a,dvice. were tendered not only to tihe children themselves. but 
also to thoise who were respoJl£;,ilbl,e for them indudimg parents la,ndteaahei's:' Ml 
efforts were therefore directed to encomage teacher" and parent.s to t,afi{e a more posit~ve 
::dlcck on the health of the chi'1dren. 

'Throughont his s('hool h\t' eyery child should nlll a £theme directed toward educa­
tion in healthy living and the wa~' to 8St'ape iUnE";;'::; and la,voi,dafbl,e .accidelJlts .. Witili thilS 
purpose in view the ,Seho.ol::'vr ed·ical .omcers enclearvoured to impart basic knowledge' 
of the mechanism O'f the fbody .so that each child cc:ulc1 understand health matters 
and rea-dily aipp~'eciate the imp;wtaa.we of lle;w (h~caveries and: therefore the 'better they 
could ma[re use of them. In thi's way children 'were talllg1hlt to loqk upon illne'ss as 
an event to Ibe p;eventecl ratlher than treated and rpossibly cured. 

It is .gratifying to record the cooperation and l'e"pOalse of tea.chers. and parents in 
oUl' ,e.Horts: to pl'Cl1lote the health and ha,prine"", (if sdwol children. N:ot very many 
yeal's ago Borne r.arents who were vel'~' 'keen on their paternal rights uised to~ have 
suspicions on our eflfo]'ts to direct the ch1ldreQl to bettel' 'health. They were intolerant 
of interference. 'Now the jdeahas changed: parents and tutors are ,happy \ with the 
provisions made j l1 the sdhools fa:' the healt.h of theehildren" nay ,parents¢t~n 
make it a point to appwach t.he School ~fedj.cal 01' nental Officer or the Nurse;t.o 
discuS/s with them the health of the >little ones, 



'Dp.e S1ame helpful a,ktude has dpH'luped anwug:"t sdlOol teachers, They regard 
O'llr Health Office)'~ as the::' conn('i:l()]~.~ in 11l'alth matter," and f:'el,ly cli<;;nuss with them 
their worries about the he.alth awl behavi(11)' of ehilflreu a,t' \vpll as' aib011t their project~ 
for better hygienic 6ta~ndard's in tbe ela,i'-{'S and in t,he school premises. 

The education of ehildren ill hospitals had engaged Olll' attenjoll for snUle ti'lLIe, 
t\. class £01' dliltlren :1 t ,San to Spi !'i t:l Eo, pital Ita'" h(:"t'll in t'x;stence for ten year~ 
bu:t thilS was not enough. Any child who j" likely to rema.in for lo])'g in a, h06pitrd 
will be well enough f()}' SCllH' te<l(hin~, 11 :..; inl]'!:): tallt psyc]wlu!..6('ally for children 
to receive some edll('atinn OJ' to c'ullti])Ill' rheil' ,:cl1o()li~]g whiltitl,lwy are in hOSipital 
and thus to Ihave as mu:ch contilluit." 1k; ru~"i,J)Je in the.i'r eduealtion, Of late year", 
tihe numlber of ,children at St. LnJze',.; ha~ :llCl'en;.:erl Yel,' mneh land not all !O[ them 
leave hospital a,/"t,er n, "h(lI,t fl'l':!(l, Thc.'l' who remain' long enoll,gh hn·Ye now the 
benefit ·od' :11 tt'acherwho rake;.; !2'oll;1 C<ln' : .... rl:l'1l1 Hnd !2iYes tilelll ill"t:'lll'r;()nc.; iIJ a:'­
<;Ol'C1ance with their abihty ,and potel1t:ality. 

The mental ((Jl1dition oj' OllJ' ,,,(!I1O(,l elddrell ll" as-;e,",,:,ec1 hy the Sc·hool Medical 
Officers doe." not give cause 1'01' a:lll'ln, TIlt' TlUmlle,' oJ' ment~lly l'eltanled children. 
33~ is not 'high ,but it doe,.; eOl1;~tinltt' an educational pmlhlem, 'The '8clw,o,1 Medical 
Officem hav,e the help awl ,assi::;tallce 01' Vlie conC'lli!,ant ill clli].rl :ph,Hihiatry at the 
general ho~pita.l and between them 1he',\' ll,sllall,l' del'ise a phun for t)'aining and educat­
ing the mind and the hod,\' 01' "lId I childn'n to the be,:t rle,gl'E'(' pCI'"i,b1e. 

''Ellie fiI'st ,step is to persuade the parent,,, that the c'hild is inrleed bncikwarc1 Hllll 

unlikely to proceed to normal edmari'{Jll, .TIl:",. :t'. !lut always eac:,\' Imt once they reali-5e 
the condition of the uhild. the 'pa'J'ellt,;~ll'(> deeply grateful for lhl:' help anel f;upport 
made a,y.ailable to tbem bv the "<.;c1luoJ. and health a 11 tllOritie,s, It has been o,bsened 
that almost all the bRCkw;ll'd cliiklJ'ell ,Po';:-P:':" ",orne qnalities ,of ,.;ocialisation, ma.nual 
de'Xterity. and i91tellecillal ilct:yitya!lel !'l1l't he J'mol'(;, that jll'ecj"iol1 in tJ1ese qn-alities 
clan be .substantially enJ1anc:ed h." mean," 01' a gradnated sytltem oJ training which 
becomes by stagelS more intrica:te. 011 tlw 'basi;.; of the~e facts it is now possible to 
educate fand trllin fll1ch childre'l1 inrtoi'ome u,':iE"fuloc:cupatioIl which will render Vhem 
self-supporting. Besi.des the self-satisfadioJ1 [md self-rel'ance ,,,hid] the ednca,tcion 
od' backward ,children pro,duce::.: in them"<:'!ws. it will J'elieye tJile state ,from the hnrden 
olf maintenJancea:l1d "UPP01t of suuh c1decbye citizens. 

'llhe Department of -Bdl1l'ation has opened dasses for deaJ-lllutes who J'el:eived 
prOiper eclucution cOllpled ,yjtll medical care Rnd attention, 'The dasse.s were orpene.c1 
dUTing 'the year and therefo're Nleir exi~terrl('e is not long enolITgh to :pl'Ovide a iba'sis 
for reala66essment but the indications are tha.t tlhe," pl'Omise well !for £u,tu1'e success, 

DUl'in:g the year :), "'wing of the old, qnarantine dation alt Manoel Island "las 1'e­
constrluded and mo,difiul for adaptation a,.; ,I c:entr,e for the ea':'e and reha.bilit,ation of 
physically \handical)i[lerl chi-ldren. The ma jo]'ity .oJ' .slIdl child ren suJ;[el' trolll the con-

sequences 'and compliration~ of IPolimnyelitis and ~ll'e the vic+ms af three epidemics 
which we ihad 'Since the laost vVal'. There are o11hel'r-; \\"'l1o[1xe disalbled through other 
causes, Almost all these childr,en haw had the Ilwneft lJll phy."iotherapy which improved 
t,heir condition ibut not a hva~"';:; to thE' porint o!i'cmnplet(' recoycry and therefore they 
are unalb.Je to compete 01 equal ra:' \V'th normal d:iHren, :\1" ~)]'e8ent we IVFITe no 
special place wher,e to tRke (',are oJ tbe'-t' c,hildrell, f-:cme of them were c1ischal~gecl 
from the hOSlpital to their homes, others are .,ca ttel'ed~ in val'iour-; wards .00 the different 
hOE'ipitals. The ne.wcentre will provide tlw;:;e children with plea.sun1t accommodation 
where t.hey may receive fUJ'tlller treatment whellever !)()s.c;ible and where they will 
be trained in some 11'sef111 occupation on whic,]] to rely ,yhen they are rfit1all~r disc-barged. 
The aim i& t.o ,correlate treatment witll rphahiH:ation and to ·gnule h(l,inimr with the 
.a\bility (,f ea'ch individual child, 

In conformity wi.th current trends in pmgJ'E'ssiYC' countries [,he ine;c1ence 0" 1'h 
jn Malta is on the decline,The r1ec]'ea~e ibecame eyic1ent iU1 1030 when 249 ea,')es of 
:Puluw])<1l'Y Tb ,\'e1'e notiified a]](l 150 fleath~ \H're n'('milpJ: the downwa:'r1 t."(OnG in 
the incidence of the disease was mainta io1cd although there was a flteep rise during 
and jlust ,arfter tJ1e war ~'ea]';" reaching it" real: in 10-~3 <111l'ing whil'h year 415 ca,ses 
\ve)'e notified a11(l 22'1 '(lea thr-;oc(;ulTed, 

In 1956 there weJl',e 161 notific,ati.ollC: and :=$-1 deat.h" representing al'afle rate of 
0.51 and a death rate of O.11lpe)' thousand. 

It has been ,oIbserTed that the ra.te of the' decline bec,ame more and more evid,ent 
with tihe use of Streptomycin aIlcl ,p ,LL\. R. '1'he1'e is certainly very little douiht that 
the further ,drop fr·om 1952 cU1wHl'rl" coin('irl,p,: ,,,iih ill(' a.c1,c1i'tion o!f Ti~:()nin%ic1 to the 
other two c1'l'utgs a:lreacly ayai]a:hh" 



In the age .groups 11 10 3u years (,he llll:lrlenee more or less the same in both 
males and females, in the higher groups, males predominate. Th:s is also the case 
in England and '7\T alE;s. The SJllJe observ;1:ion ean be m.ac1e on the mortality by agl, 
and sex as on tlit' incidence, lllore men than womUll c1yi,ng in the older age gronp. 
Again this has 'lwen t,he case in Englantl and 'iVale'S. 

Accorcr:oJg t.o a, I::"tatistical n~port publj,,]wrl h.'· the \\'orlll H'"<1 hh (kga,nisation trw 
death rate for Tuil)p]'('Tllo",is is declining genera]]:' :n EUJ'u')Je. T]m,.; Ihet.ween 1950 
and 1955 tJ1e c:rude dearh rate pCI' 100,000 pOjlulnt'nll rvll as [oll(,WS ill the following 
countries: 

England and vVah,s 
Denmark 
Portugal 
,iVest ~GernHll1\' 
East German:: 

1950 
B6.4 
13.0 

146.G 
:i9A 
78 .. 5 

1955 
14.G 
6.3 

63.0 
20.1 
16.7 

In Malta the death rate wa::, reduced (~uj'in,g tlle ;.:allW ppriod Jrom 26.3 to 13.0. 
The total numlber ryf pe],~on6 ,,-,u,fj'Pl'lllg fr.()]t) Pulmonary Th. and lnlO'Wll to be living 
at the end of 1956 was :3 ,7'37. 

:Oif the oc:cupatiOlJ<S tlhe mcst aJfec:teil uZ'('()j'(1ing to our stati·sric·s were housewives 
and labourers. Out of Hi] l'a,~f\'-' in H)5() tlieJ'e \\'ere D h01l8E'wiveis, 28 lalbourers, 9 
shipwrights and 8 teacllel's. 

Preventive measures nnd (,(Jnr 1'01 IIf T I) ill jlulta, im:lude Coon tact dinics, follow 
up patiemts, home yi,;it;s, X-ray t'XamillariUJ1 Oil' certain ('lasses of ernployees an.cl 
B.C.G. YaCC'illation, healthpropagallda hy m( ihi\' cinema, IJl'iorily fo]' better housing 
accommodation, speej,l1 l1l0nt'~ allowan('e albo\'(· thpu;.:ual relipJ ratf'. 

As a result of t.hese meas1ll'Ps tIw lncidc'lwe td' Th in jlalU1,lin", been reduced to 
manageable 'proportionf:'. Thert' i.~ ho\\,('\'('1' ill jf a Ita a cut'l' oJ Th cases which cannot 
he eradicated by the ayailabJe me";)lls anil it n1Ju"t liw l'l'aIi"ed that e\'el'.\' Tlb patient 
in J\hlta con"h·l1e;.; a 1)ott·pbll "'IUl'll' (:;J' (bll:2:Pl" :wJ ll:l~ ':CoL'ial and economic l'ijlP:'cl1S­

sions. IIJ:'his is ,becausp tbe ,dell"it)" of the rqni1arilll1 j~ l"xtremely high, there are no 
natural resources ann the economiC' "itlmtion if' pl'l"ea:·iou~. 

Apart from the social <11)0(1 the e('o]lol1li(' fact.ol's there areot.her reaSOllS to explain 
our fa'ilme to ac:hieye a. del·il:iive yidory ill Oill' 'fig"ht alg-aln~t 'l'h. The pl'incipalreasolIJ 
is the lack ,of an adequate hosrij'a1 fm· 111l' treuimeJ11 err 1'Ib. VIe ha"\'e no ehest sUl~gery 
and no means for ma'Ss X-ra.\'ing. 

With the recent a,c1'vallce;.; ,made ill tlle' trt'HtllH'lllt tYf 'rb t,he ;lim tuday is at ree.overv 
a.lld subsequent employment. Some lucky pltients may haye the old iobs w;tifng for :.11 en; ; 
others may have no job ,or an unsatiHfadol')' one: Uwv should be given oPPOl·tulIJity 
to train for a €lUitalble one ,during their JInes'". N,owat1ays the ~dea i.s to 'start reha­
bilitation a,s soon a,s po"sible alter the aelm of u '1'b .!)atient i[lto hospital and 
slJOuld ccnt:nue until the man is not (JllI,\' oCh:scharged hom ho,:~)'ital ilmt until hei'" 
satisfactorily placed in employment. Both heutmelnt an(1 l'ehabilit,ltioll ,'i'llOUld' proceed 
concurrently; the latter ~1lOn J.c1 be in the na.t·l1re of prnctical training in a chosen trade 
antl not merely as a cliYel'"ion 01' o(:C'upatiOlnl therapy. Eising morale due to ehni,cnl 
recovery must 'be harn('~'"ed flS a driYing force towards full and economic recovery. 

In 1955 a radical d,ecis:,on v\'a,.; ta.ken ,vhiell illYolw'fl (·losing our old ina.dequate 
hospital find tralllsieJTing the :patient,!, to hop'pitals a,\ya~' hom t.he Island. The policy 
of sending Tb patients 1'01' trE'ahl1ent a,hroud 'was cOlltinllea. Dnr:n.g the ~'ear 35 'Patient", 
were 'sent for treatment ab]'oud, 20 to England n,n:l (i io Italy. Of the former 24 werE' 
men and :'5 \overe 'Women. .\11 the patients VdlO \\'ent :() Italy ,yere men. 

During the same jleriod 2:'5 patients retunH"d front EIl1gbnd wh.ose condition wac: 
319 follows: In 12 the di~E'a;:;e "\"as in a Iquipscent ,tate: ill ~I t,he ('ondition wa,s improved 
blUt not cured. Eighi l'at-ientf:' ]'etnmp(l not (,lll'pd a111(1 in fln infective state. One diec1 
in 'hoScpitfIl. 

From Italy 0 patient;.; J'etul'np,llwllw. J lJ I;\'e the' r1isea,se was in a quiescent state, 
LJ cpati.eDt.-; J'etnl'lwd nnt (,Ul'e(1 of wbom 2 dlecl <lifter their retl1l'lJ. 

As a :basiii' oJ' c(j11lpari:-;oll it may be ,.;t'ated that ill195~~ the ,Yeal' ·bel,ore our 'l'b 
hospital was clo·sed, (Jut n/' \12 r:;ttientsd'"cliflrgerl ;}:3 had the disease in a. quioocent 
state. In 32 the conditio]) ,\\"8s jmpl'owd but not curd: in 7 the ('(llnclition had Dot 
improved at all. Thuinlg' t,he lS!allW Yf'ar rllE'le 1,\'01't' 17 dea,ths. 
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This year there was an increase m the inciitence ,0'£ l1e::;piratory and chest di:;eases 
as oompared with J.ast year. There were 1£1 ea,ses of PulmoaJ.ary 'Tib, 100 caBes (lif 
Pnel1Jl1onia, 203 of Bronchopneumonia, 137 cases of Ind'luenza; The corresponding 
figures for last year were ]4], 75, ]64 and 73 resrpectively. The mortality rates were 
also comparatively higher. 

Under current conc1itionB of life the respiratory o11gan,:;; ,constitute the region of 
the boc1y wherp t,he moc1ern man jF'; in mos: c1'anger especially those who live in towns. 
The atmospbere in c)'o,yc1ed towns i" contaminate.c1 by 'callbcln particles, noxious ga,ses. 
mot.or and ex.haw3t fumes. 'I,here are nJ.so ,germs and virusps ,O'J great virulence. All 
these will t~ inhaled during the respiratory ;process and extend from the lips and 
nostrils c1owaJ. into t.he ll]'on('hi'a] tube.s until the:v reach r,he innermost l~eces,ses of the 
lung ti€sue. During their flow thE'~' ('orne in COll"tant cont.act with the sensitive cover­
in,g vilhich Jines the 'paf.safte~ and ;d' they penetrate theclelicate lining they start aD 
inflammatory pl'oce€s Wllicll may llave deleterious re,3111ts. 

'Tuberculosis and pneumonia are ",el':oll'~ disea,ses :alld the public is 'Well aW\1re 
.ad' their baneJuleii'ec:tl'. ]neJ eE'd amon,g,st a sE'ctiom nf 'ou], people there is. €ouch a 
terror ofr:Ib that a ,prejudice has ,been engenderE'd not only against the d~,g,ease but 
'also against its victims. 'Ihi", terror 1ms a beneficial effect in that it ,serve.s as a 
s;timulns ,for precautionary n)pasn~'p". Ko ~uch ,stilIDUhs hO'wever exist for broaJ.ohitis 
whidl if left unbee,ded rna.' lead [0 gra,Ye complications. 

BroncUlib;; nnd other simple 'forms <:if pulmonary a:fd'ections are common diseases 
generally lJ11uc.h worse in \iVintel' 131nd eady !Spring. The infectio.n spreads r,apidl.v 
from 011e remon to another, it arlfech~ young and oldcansing pain all1d ill health and 
rTcd1]c;n.g a ((ugh witll tI'e ]'i,~'k ('1' '('('('n(l,tl'~'~\'mptoms oJ' heart faiJu;'e. In associa.tion 
<01' .a6 a complicm;on the~'e may he hronc:llt'ia,:,j,8, a tl'o~1blesome 'cause ofprololfrged ill 
,health affecting children alld adult",. In a ,child 'such a. {:onc1ition may be cri;ppliI1Jg, 
it ruins education ~lillc1 may prodllce i]l"vnlidi'srn. TlJe.ce conditions require not only 
medical 'hut also weial care. 

:'vlorbaEty ,figures for bl'Oll(,!Jjti,~ in '"\Jalta compare favullrably with those obtaining 
in otQler countries. Tlw,\' an' 10'we:' 11:an in Eng-bind an!! V/aleiO, <but the low mo~·ta1ity 
j,s no inc1icatirn d j,ClW incidence, it nH\~' he the re<':ult d Je~·.s coal 'hurning and less 
,air pollutioaJ.. 

'1 he mC'l!-'t c1i>Stlll'b:ng fe:Jtwl' :11 om cllt"'l elillie WO!'];: ill the la"t five years has been 
an in,crClase in the number of (aEE'S oJ (arcinomao'£ the lU ng and th:,g increase has 
beM ·a ,matter olf eoneelll not only to all tllOse ivho arE' ,c1eali11g \vith the disease in its 
dinieal manifestation hut also tC' iho~·.e ,yorking in a broader field of preventive and 
H('ial med·icine. III Mw dil)ical field it. is e,"sential ,to ::iecurean early diagnosis because 
successful treatmeolt is directl.,' related to the rapidit,y O[ its application. Admittedly it 
is not always easy to make an early diagnosis ,buft Ilmo1wing the pre.sellt tren.d in the 
Jl1(jr'ep( e c.f ('nn( ('~' of the h'lle!' t'Yt'7 doc tl:' mll"'t !'P1l1ain 011 the l'10k-out for it. 

There nre two menho(1" l)f treatment: ,operation. radiothera.p.v. ,Sometimes com­
bined chernotherapy gr"('d F1'Omi:::e llllt so far it ·has accompEshec1 very little. 
,Surgical interierence:d' fll'Jllied in ,~tcoa time ead) offer a pl'o·."Ipect oJ: recovery but 
one camnot pretE'J1 d tllat Fu:gery it' the remedy ill all ca·ses. S,mne cnncers are highly 
n'ajjp' ant ane! l·:oduce Doenwtasi·i:) >'0 fjuicQdy [1"0 to neC'e~"itate i.he application of 
radiotherapy unfortunately (,ftell as [l, palliative. 

Those who are cOllcerr'ed ,wit,]) the .preventive at/ped are faced with gJ'ea·t diffi­
culties not the least being the [act rhat the real l'anse oef malignant dbanges in the 
Lun~an tell,\' Hmainc:; (h~cu:(·. It naturally hnl'cl to make :mpl'oyement in an appall­
ing situation. Cigarette sml'king thl'OUfgh certain dange::ous .products emitted in the 
Eunolke, is thought to be an imvorta,nt musatiye agent. The indications point to com­
plex (al'l~·e CallCel'.:\ (1e:·] cd' leH'lll'ch j" C\ckwll.\· Ilw:ng (lo1le but until clefinite 
conclusions are rea'cbed wr~~ litlle C:l]J he done. 

,Mass radiography can play a l1"'·ef:ul !part and regular X-l'a) examin.ation of the 
middlea:ged anc1 old people iyill 11elp bl'ing mOl'e ca"es to light at the curaible stage. 
Effortsc,an ,be made to a'bate the evils of atm()5I;iberic' l)1ol1ution and t,o discourage the 
)l:lbir cf eXle~"';w' 6'~'aretTe ~lw)kil1':';. ,:'IIr. !~'l1lald VV. Hawn. F:H.C.R. of the Hoyal 
Marsden Hospital, Londo.n. \y'11e1'e Our (ancel' patient;:; are sent £01' treatment, had 
this to slay in respect of 8moknf!' habit,,('") "In dealing \yith the rising dea·th-rate from 

(*) "Educa.tion of thE' Public rE'garoing Cal1CE'l''' ThE' CE'ntl'al Council for Health l<Jduca­
tion - 1957, 
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lung cancer I believe we must to chssuade young Ipeo.p1e from starting to 
smo'ke. 'Ihis is an ,essential step to take. In my .survey I found the reasons 70 students 
commenced this hab:t inclullecl curiosity (25.7%), friends smoked (18.6%), for socia­
ibility (15.4%), to ra1~e ipre.stige (14.3%), because it was f.orbidden (10%), to relieve 
bor3c1om (4.2%), t.o relieve mental tension (:1.:2%), other", (7.1%). Advice should be 
given to re'gular adult 'smokers to cnrhlil mdically eigal'etteconsumption to the 
point o;f privation UTIle,":, Nwy can stnp a.ltogether.'· 

Anota1er pathol,ogieal condition wh~ch recently Lac: <1<3-smned a certain degree o.f 
preminence llS being a sign of the timoo in 'iyhich ,,;,(:: are living, is Leukaemia. Nine 
·(l3.Ees of Leukaemia 'eame to 0111' notice rluring ~-eal·. Last year there were 14 
caE.e,s. 'There ha.8 been a teudpncy to aserilbe the eop\1ition to the effects of radiation 
and in seme quarter'" it has even lJce'1 snggestec1 t'() (}i.scontinue anti-natal ra.diology. 
Stewart and lwr CO-\yo,'kers in Oxl'orc11ately 'P11lb1i8hed a pre bn-:nnry report on leukaemia 
or malignant disease-s in ehildllO'od and djn~,:ncstie irrad' in utero. cThe investiga-
tion is not yet complete Imt the results so far do naG j ,eondemnatio.n of mdiological 
help. 'There is n.o doubt t,hat thecontri11utiol1 of 1'lH1 i oloc,ry and ;'adicolo!gical hel:p given 
to obstetricians in the past 25 years has' played a ...;ignificant part in lowering hirth 
risks to mothers and :infants. 'The HS>3eS,"ment of C'ephalo.pelvic di,slproportion, the 
pE'cif'e ('emcllsiruticn d theketa1 PC\Q,;t:on. dIe l'ec("Q'llibon of pbcpnra praevia and the 
discovery of foetal abnormalitie.s, all oif' them if cb:;covered in time by ra.diological 
means J118.de much ,easier tIle tac,k of conductin.g a, sll>CC'es,sful d.elivery. 

During the year the ,only outhreaks of note were those of Chickenpox and Diph­
the~'ia. OJ the fb3t there ,YelP 7;15 Ul"e'~ witl! no cleaths: of the second there 
were 114 U?I"es and 7 ,leath-s. The J'esrectiw fj'gnre;; f(Jr year ,wre -120 ca'ses and 
no dcatl:s and PI ('u.s'c,Q, with :2 (lpa1th". Chid:t>npnx alld D:phtberia are hoth notifiable 
"11:1 the,:eJo; e the figure,; 1l1a~- Ih(, ('ol1~;'<1ered :1'-' an·urate. 

Chickenpox j·s usually regarded as one of tale millor c()mmun~cable diseases in that 
mortality is low and complication and sequelae infreqnent [but it is not always hal·mle.s8. 
When it ibred,s out int·o an instit.ution amongst small chil,dre,n it may flare up and 
aEsume a charadeI' of mal;gmmey. It may leaw o(1i.sf;~Ul'ing scars; sepsis and erysi­
pelassomet;mes ori!gina,te in the pustules. Complicat:cns sucih as iIleph:·itis.and gang­
rene of the skin are ,also Jmo'\\-n to oc·cur. Health are usually intereste.::I in 
thedi"ease be. aW,L' tll(~ dit!t'n'Pt'al Owtwe(,ll it :111(1 ";lllallpox is often an _import­
ant and difficult Imblie health matter. 

Our outlbreak of cihikenrox started in ,) (11l1lal'~: when 50 ca.ses were notified and 
continued en the upw-arcl E111'{2'e Ulp to June vi'ben 158 ca·ses were notified. In July 
the Dumber of case';:; ,drorrec1 to 90 ana aHe:' that the incidence was reduced to few 
U'H'S eyer: 11'cnt11 l:p to th(' enl1 of the ~{'a". '1'111" explann.t;on thllit seems pos­
,9ib1,e, is that t,he infecti.on reached tw,o children ialst:tutiolJs .from wllere it \Sipread 
rapidly in the first hl11£ of the year. 

Dilphtheria is endemic almost every,\\"her,e in the iell1lpemte ;wne. It j" a \Serious 
infEcLcn and is dangerous becau,::e it onen j,n"ic1iously witbo:lJIt painoI' local 
manifestations and Wit:11 little Or no fever. 'The d;sea6P may exist seyeml days before it 
is noticed. Sometimes the first inlding .of 8Ul attack i,,,: the .onset of post 'diphetheric 
,paralysis but thi" "hould never :he tht'{'ase espp.(·;ally during anel 'irrnmediately after 
an (Jlltbreak. E,aTly recognition of the c1i.sease is important bor:h fOil' 6uccesSiful treat­
ment ,and preventive measures. 

DipilJtheria is m3ually trail1'3mitted directly f1'l1111 person to person but it may also 
be transmitted 'indirectly. It ils a contact infect;on. :-'Y.ost cas.e.sare cOl'related, othffi's 
can be tra-ceel to ,a convales'cent case or to a,(',anier. Tn:~il'eet transmission on fomites is 
pOEsible and milk n"ay a Iso earry thpdiseatSe. DJ'Ol)let i,nfection is ElIDited to the 
melius od' the patient . 

. Ind:ica.tions are bhaton.!' 'out.break migina ted ,fl'um carriers and was 'spread by 
cases and convalescentt'!o It started where the outbreak Chickenpox left o'ff, i.e. 
in t,he Eecond half of the yeal'. During tbe month of OctClber there were 26 .ea,ses noti­
fied.'The incidence 'combined with the l'ecOlenin.g' oJ: se}wol lafter the :Summer vaca­
tion when entrants come inrCilltact '-witlh ,their ~lass mates some ad' whom may be 
carrieDS.. As ,evident from the rela tive graiph, Diphtheria in our Island has a tendency 
to bnl"si-. cut tl:f' (p::lller,.; d tl.e .'C·ill'. 1; " also to 'he noted that in the 
fJrst balf d' tl'e :('<11' i \\'1 [I) llh~ 111 Lf ChiC':';<":lFClX, the irnmuniza1tion arrainst 
Diphtheria was somewhat slackened. 0 

Our experience has proved that \\1hen Diphtheria assumes an epidem:c form it 
fla;res u.p rapidly and plays havoc ,almong,st children. In former yea.r; outbreaks nsed 
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to :l(':('()l1l1t f{) llilIldred- ('! tal 'ellt-. III UJ·17 tllel'c \\t'l"l' :1·Jli e:\:-:es and :37 deaths Imj; 
sincn protective immuniza·t.ion wa~ introdnced the dise·ase lost its sting, It can no'w 
be ,suiely assnmed that \vere it not for the lnte.nsiYe ciHllpai'gn f.or inoculation against 
Diphtheria \\'hie!h has ,been carried on dmillg' the Imct five years, the incidence 0[ this 
year's ,ollt!bn~nlk '\\'011 ld havelieen 111neh1l igher. 

\,'(' have l'Cell yel'y insi~tull(- ill om erfort" til pl'oyitJe immllnity agaitnst Diphtheria 
hut as jUllmmizatioJ) i" ou.'fered 011 a yolutal'~' ha"i-s it l'<1n neyer covel' all the popula.tion 
at rid::. The {[,rotn'li-on '\ye uffer i" pntd '('al. erfecti\'E~ (and simple, it eliminates the 
dicea.se bnt not Ill" illfectioll nnd tllerefol''' 1'here. 'mu€t he a continuous reslPonse for 
alld aceepi-nnce ,of it ill order to COH')" each 'gronp 0[ ehiJdrre(n. "Vith the facilities and 
advantage.:; availlable it ma~' well be ~.aid tillat evpry ('ommunity now ,has the power' 
t.o ,determine it" own ;Diphtheria ra te. 

A 8atiEd>Dctor~' featurE' in the ep:rlellliclcrgy of th!:' 1"la1](1 is the constant fall in the 
incidence of Undulant fever, th:s yea,r's rate (18:.?) being tIt:: lowest except that 
for 195:3 (425) for HlP lmt tell ,noars, 'l'he.J'e "Yen' 1.:300 caSe<s in 1947. The number 
of eases \\'as as mHlHl highest i,n ·Spring :ina earl,\' Summer when milk production is at 
its penD" 

,(Tll(lu:ant fey!:'!' i;-; <l di;-;tl'e;-;si'ng di;-;t'a"e ile(;ltll:-:e or it" dllratioll and irregula,l' course 
alt}clJ~'h it ha,s low mortality it j" not <llwgetaler fn~e fJ'ollllcornplications. We ha,ve 
in Malta a special claim for recognition of the discovery of the source and spread of 
infection. EeYE'nt,\' yearsag,o ,Sir Ihlyid Brl1-c'e discovered in :'\Ialta. the :;YIicrococcus 
::vrelitensis in tlw ~plet'n of patient,,,. Tn 1\)05 Sir 'i'ellli:-:toele Zammit o!hserved tha,t the 
lVIicrococl'1!S was fret"l,\' ('xcreted in ,th(' ndk ort' ,goats. It \yas H1l1s pos's~ble to e.stablish 
110t only the route (if infectioll :Jmt al",o tlIe best lllode of :preyenEon namely either 
by reicr:tir'll t:Y ~toaj',-, milk :!Po :1l~ :ll-tide {If' f{Jod Or b:.' renc1ei'jng i:, 5a/e by 'hoj.li,ng. 
Fur cllwj( l],S ]f-'U"lll:- the JatttTC'UIII'''E' '\Y,{l" more practical and when the order went 
ronnd jo hd ill(' milk hf()(T in,C('t'~ti()l1 tlle l'"snlting c1HJlp in tlhe inei(1ence of Undulant 
feyel' \WlS iDl'ost, illJljl]'("...;sive. 

:\leant;nw in ]1-'\);) P]'('fc'-,,(,J' E:lllgha(l di"con~l'l'd l;he (Jl:gallitlm of conta,gious 
ab.ort.ioll in cows wh:ch he called Hac-jllll, ,.:\hO],[ll'-'. III 1\lJ8 1)1' Evans succeeded to 
prove that l\Ij(],OCC('ClI,S ':\felile'Ilsi;-; and, ]3a('illll;-; ~\Jbortll" are clv'ely related and belong 
to the same Ignms \"hiel! l~ tu(tn.;' j,:nowll <1" Bl'llceiJae. 'Snbse(ll1eml~' a tllird form of 
Brucella was i~()later1 fnl111 t:lH' p;g, the Bl'l1cella ·Sui;.;. 

"Y,:' have thns thl't'(' titnlil1:-: 01' poss;!>l,\' "p«(,'e5 ofl~!'I1:'e!la: i) caprme (val': 
"meEt.ensis") which infeds ,goat,.;, ii) bU'\'illt' (Ya.]': "<1I11mtn,;") whicUl infects. cattle, 
jii) porcine (val', "sui::;") ",11:('h illfec:i", hllgs. j.ll the t'h:-(;(' strains cause cl1sease jill 
lEall and animal", and tlIe]'(,.fol'e the," inf1llence not only tlwt'lli(lt'llliolo.gy but also the 
Fccllomy <:J a country. 

Up tu ,1 ,few year,.; ago l11e gue"tiu:ll of 1Jllrlulallt fever was regarded in !relation 
io prewllt:Oll and treatment !Jut lately it IlIa" reeeived wieler attention and is being 
duaied in its illllrlicah)l1" ill animal hu,'''J;lT1dr~· alld miH\: production. We have no 
(ompleie ~tatistjcal information <liho1H the incidence ,of 1he disen,ge ill c,attle but from 
e~t'ml;t'cJl 111;1(1(-' hy \'etc','inHl',\' Bade"i.nlog'st of the Department oJ Agricultu,re 
it seen:s jilwi there a~e a1)(;111 2n°/" or tll(" guats amI :25% O'f the cattle herd,g infected 
\yit-h -hem e]].o"j". The jntal lllJk ]ll'o(lneiioll in the I",],allc1ls is not known accurately 
hut the estimated ~'jeld from ('O\\'S and goats is roughly giYen a", :2,200,000 and 2,000,000 
gallon.s jyely. 

These ,fi~Q'llI'ec; tA' the incir1ell('(' (J the rli",ea:-e in i1tllimals ana ·0£ the -millk they 
pmrll]c,e ¢l'iye some idea ,of rIlt' ('omplexit,\' and IfaI' reaching effeet of Brucel1ooi-s in 
1[:->,1+) rIlle present tre1Jd :11 Tillt' emc1ieariol1 of tlw disease is to prElipare a va,ecine for 
the protectioll d' cattlt' and 'goat, llfta:.n"t 'Brucella inf'edioTl, If tlIi" il' achievec1 and the 
proO'peds are \el'~' hopeful. a :'-1!llpIY of ,-aJe milk will 'lle en~lll'ecl. ,}leanw1llile c1uring 
tbe yea]' tIll' ,(;r'Wrl'l1lellt ha..; ;1l:Todu('ed a sl'heme :1'01' the illtercJhallige ()If disea,sed 
animal,s for healthy one" with the aim oj' ('liminut.j'llQ' rli"eu..;ed animals ana .securing 
a milksuppJy ,free from i11'[ eetioll. 

In the humall beings 'hi),!' Il(hallle", ha\'e bl'en ma:le ill tlhe treatment of Undula,nt 
fever; it is 110 longer a lingering rl("hilitnting cli..;east'. The ('omh:<llation ,0[ streptomycin 
WirJl one of the hl'nld spedl'l1ll1 antib:oh,s, tetr[leydille, oX,detracyline {)}' ehloro .. 
it'tracydine have rcdmed co]}...;ir1era,hly tJ]l(" ('OUl'SI' oj' the di,('a,-;e, Ihave le,a,d to a qu6cl, 
recovery and the avnirlnn((' (,f' nlll,l('a~ant ('()mpli('ati()]1~. 11) our hospit.als with the 
intl'Odlldioll of alltibil)t:(' lr('atllll'lll the ]wl':od of ]lO;-ipiializatioll of Undlilant f0ver 
patients was J'cc:uC'e<1 hy 21B ancl'ill(' (,Cl'1ll'n'l1('(' uf' ("Implications Iby 3/t. 
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During the year, like the one before it, Poliolll.n:liti"" did not cau""e allY pa.1'ticular 
alarm; the fe\,· ca,ses l1UIuberil1g oa were of a mild nature and remained ea,s,ily under 
,contr.ol. 

Poliomyelitis is unlike most other Ilo.tifialble disea:oes in that only its complicated 
a,nd exceptional J01'111 (paralytic poliomyelitis) are rellol'lt'd with <\illy degree of regular­
ity to the Health _-1.urhoritie6 wherea6 it,,, usual fmm (a~ympklll1atic and/or non­
paralytic !poliomyelitis) are never not,ified regularlY, As a result ,statistical records 
give indications O'f the incidence of the paralytic font! '01' the infection which is relatively 
U'llcomillonbut they Deyer give reli.a,ble illrorlllati,oll on the inTechon ittSelrf as a whole. 

Altbough both the paraiy~.ie and tbe non-parulyfc form;:, of poliomyelitis lUH,y he 
reBponsiible for the spread of the ,disease there is evid,ence to suggest that paralyt;c 
ca,ses excrete particularly large quantities of the Yi,ms~ and they m'e hig'hly dangel'ou:, 
as :1 source of infection but non-paralytic 'a.nd healthy ,carrier,; constitute equally seriolls 
risks; tdley are by far the most numeroulS and ul1C'ontrolleLiant1 aeS they are almo"t 
symptom free they esea:pe detection not ollly by th' ehnieian Ibut Ibythe Health 
Officer. Theoretically thensudl ea"es cau \let as a large human reservoir for- the 
sipread of the di,sea.seand hmlbour tUle yirus in n comml!llit,Y diHl'ing inter-epi'Clemie 
periodB. 'The fact therefore that dnrillg rIle year we had H~l'y few eases. ,should. not 
be takeill as a, proof t,jlat we h[lYe ma"tt'red till(, infeetioll of polimyelitis. On the 
contrary the virus of in:fection may be within Us gaining ,strength to fLare up at 
any time in an epidemie outbreak. Henee tIll' im[Jortnl}('l' of offering 1:30me degree of 
protection and immunization to the lJUlblic. 

IToday prnt,t'ctioll agaim3t poliomyelitis is lJ,\ lllP:m,; ur a Y<lcc:nv and a..; 
experience has provec1 that the infection spre.acls. rapidly amongst children, the vaccine 
is more or less admini.sterec1 to them. It j" mOTe than a .\ ear si,nce poliomyelitis v[wcine 
wa,s prepared in United State'S of Amenea. Cnfortllnatt'ly sHch pn'llpal'ation was. in­
a,dvisedly given much publicity in the la.y press [md its clnilll" exaggerated llnwisely. 
'l'he few mishaps w11i<lh attenc1ed it,; a,pplicHtl.olYl dit1 not :lupm\'e matters, on the 
contr.aJ:}' they created widespl'end apprehension ane! anxiet,y. The state orfanxiety 
WillS however a direct pl'Oof ,of the gre.at desire of tlle general pubhc ,for some safeguard 
a;gainst the disease. In fact WlWll the yaceine \y<"s retried with Sllcce-ss there was a 
grea.t demand for it. 

,SThCh a demailld wa::;also ex.pre;:.sed byOiUl' people aml We could not re.a,sona,bly 
resist it. We ,only \yitihed to he sure of it ,before r,aking any hazard·si. r:\.~ soon as 
we !knew that the vRccine wa"" ,being mamuf,wtured ill .Englallll we approached the 
proper Authorities for a supply for local u,::;e.'1'11<:'re were ('erta,in diificuHies to be 
overcome in ,produci'llg commercial vaccinl~; besi'dt''i inherent difficulties there was 
tihe question of quantitie6 to make it ay,ail,aible for all the ]JolJulati.on [l.t risk. We 
,realised all the di£ficultie.s and in the interest ,of l:ur {' hild ren ,ye ,y&it,ec1 to be quite 
certain that the VaCCille had pa,s:.:ed its lfinal scrutiny. 

In iN' ovemr)er we succeeded to ohtai:n a slllall ,qu.aJltit.y nr the Y.al:<.:ine whicll we 
offered on a voluntary basis. rrhere was ,a geneml demand. \Ve vaccinated 1,(154 
chilc1ren between <one and ten yen,ri'. rr,hj~ nnmlber ,of children hOI\"ever repre;sc,nts 
only a fraction of the reqlle<S'ts .we received. None of the ('l1i1(11'en vaccinatec1 showed 
any sigill ,OJ: symptoms or deyelopec1 any complications; aew had very slig1ht headache 
vvhicih passed very qilic:kly. It ioS hoped that neXt year we will be in a 'position to 
offer protection against poliomyelitis to all (:hildren whose parents request it. 

Not 60 many years ago the emplJasis ill our health seTYlce wa6 laid on morbidity 
and mortality ,and the greatest effort \\"as ch'ectpc1 1-o\\"a 11(18 rec1uctio1n .of both. ThilS 
oj' (,Ol1rse is a pra.iseworthy effort and it still I'enmins the primary object of tIle service 
hnt ~t should not ,be carried out to tbe exclusion of ot,l1e1' enclea.\'Oun3. The term pUJblic 
health 'hals today assumed extremel,\' ·,\"idc in~plioations <lml it·s maintenance requires a 
\ari.ety of ,activitie>s anc1 (:oilltribmicm:-; hy various profe~"ions. The Guillebauc1 Com­
mittee remarkec1 that "preyentiye medicine ,beg'ins \yith tlJe mother and her nnlborn 
('hilc1" but then it extends anc1COWl\'< en'1'~' eOl1et'ivalble human activity together 
with every circumstance ,ailld em'ironment related with human life because "health 
me.ans more than jm~t staying aliYe. Health means yigonr 'and efficiency and satis­
radion'in living." 

For tihese 'reasons we had to tackle prolblems and dif£i.culties which we.re unknown 
Uo {Jur ipredecessors such as housing Is'l1orta:ge ,and motor exhaust fumes to mention two 
instances only. Our forefathers used to tihink of housing in terms of !Slum clema,nce 
ailld they plannec1 for thee,redion of better ,honses ihut their plans wer·e interrupted by 
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the \Var which destroyed many fine tbloek", of Ihuildings and left an acute hOUJSing 
shortage. Great progress has been ma,de in the erecti:on of chouses but the demand for 
accommodation is 3.13 'presising as ever. 

Bad housing has it.s evil enect. on the health of l'esident8 but overcl'QIwding es­
pecially the .occupation incomnlOIl by two '01' lUore U'amilies ~s considered to \be the 
g.ravest circumstance in houlSing, grayer, indeed, tlhan structur.al defects or unhealthy 
environmeil1t.al conditions not only Ibecause it tfavoL1l'.s the spmad of infection haL 
much more because It injure", Lhe IHppiness .and contentment of the famihes con­
cel·ned. In a'Ider to allay as much lh-' possibl.e the evil effects oct' bad housing ,and to 
encourage the erection 00£ ne,,, d\\'ell:llgs the Gove1'l1lnent during the year ado.pted a 
scheme for smbsidizin,g the construction of upper Iflo:ors in Ipremises Jlaving ground 
floor {lnly. An agreement wllsalBo reached Ibetweell this Department and the De­
partment ad' Bou~llng fo'r igiving priority in the ,alloca tiOll of new !premises to fa'lllHies 
il:ecommended ,by t,he Sanitary Authority for reasons of disease or infecti.on. 

During the year a special effort ,,'us made t,o .wbate the lluisanc..:e ,0£ motor exhawst 
rgas~.s. Lately a good number oJ Ibuses and heavy goods vehi.cles ·were switched over 
to diesel engines; they are the wonst ofEe'l1clel's. The mme important conl3tituents 
·of .exhaust gases are C02, CO, oxygen, hydl'ogen, uinogen, water vapour, oxides of 
t3ulphm .and oif nitrogen, hydrocal 1bonsaldehydes, alcohol, Ol'ganic acids, particuLate 
matters and ammonia. 'The c..:c[ltinuou:s inhalation of thelse .constitutents cannot but 
have a deletenuus lulluencc on tIle cunstitution uf the human ,body although the ca1'ci­
noginicity od' exhaust gases has not yet been 'definitely estaiblishec1. It ill. said by some 
that smoke from ,coal ,bm,ning pollute€ the air more tll311 exhaust fumes do. In Malta 
the air pollution from smo,k,e is not heavy bec,ausewe have very few domestic fil:oo 
and not many heavy industries burning coal, moreover the exhaust fumes from motor 
vehicle,s al'eemitted at low level and 111 the 6treets and hlwe little time for diBpersal 
ibeifore the polluted ·air is inhaled. 

It has be,en su,ggested that thepr.ouuc..:tioil1 oJ exhaust ga,ses is in di:rect relation 
"with the care and ma;ntenance uif the engine and the elkill oct: the driver. For these 
reasons Sanitary Inspectors had instructions to take the number of buses and other 
vehicles emitting heavy fumes lind re,port to the 'Poliee who undel'took to deal with 
the nuisancel3 t.hemselves. The S.anitary In21pectors ,repart,ed 18 cases to the Police. 

Another J1u~sance we 'have to bear .a6a result .of the pro:gress of our civilisation 
is the emitting of Doi,se which in some parts of our torwns and during cel·ta~n hours 
bewmes almo,lOt unlbeal·a,ble. The c.()m1l1on conception is that noise a,nd inten6ity of 
sound vilbration ,adversely affect health and efficiency. In the ii'n'lt. p~ace noise pre­
disposes to deafne6s, it interferes \"iib the power of (:Clncenkation, produces fati,gue 
and causes accidentb. There are relative provisions in our laws and the Police took 
adion ,but the higgest contrilbutioll to the abatement uil noise can Ibe made 'by i,ndi­
vidu,als ctUllbing unbeamble sOllnds, noise·s and Jin. In an effort to .educate such indi­
viduals t[le propaganda €ection v1' OUr Department dming the year organised talks 
and. broadcasts aind gave advice and instrllction. 

During the year seven National Insurance Doctors were appoi,nted provisionally. 
These appointments were the (1:1'ect consequence of the N ationu.l Hellth Insurance 
which had become operative in the interest and for thewerfare or!' workers. The 
scheme provides ,for sickness aJ:d other ,beneiits. TIle duties of National Insumnce 
dodors is to issue certificates inca€€s of accidents, injuries or sickness which jUistify 
absence from work or duty and en~itle the grants of subsidies, relief or other benefits. 

One od: the ,Medical Officers of BealtJl w,l10 has special 'qualifications in Occupa­
tional Health ha6 ,been seconded for duties with the Department of Emigrati,m, Lalbour 
ailld Social Welfare. Occupation.al hygiene bas made rapid pwgress dming the last 
decade. A great impulse was ven during the \lVal' yea'Is and the develo.pment has 
been maintained. 'Today OccllFational health h.as aiSsumed the status and position 
of an essential factor in the life .0£ a· ,nation ibecall~e it has eCOIlomi,c, ,social and 
political ,background.s. In ,all advanced countries increasing intemst and attention are 
'beiillg devoted tOo the means by ·which medical and industrial hygiene facilities can be 
brought to work togeiJheras asingIe unit. The ide.::l has been studied in all its aspect", 
in America, Canada and Britain. In these countriels OccU'pational hygien.e ,service halS 
been established as a special unit but it has been variously incor,poratec1with the Public 
Health service, the Department ·of La1hoUl', the Burea,u ·of Mines or linked with the 
field activities of .some large Univer.sity. 'The general trend however is to establiSih the 
Occupational health unit as a· c1ivi.sion .o£ the Healt.l1 De.pa.rtment. 



Food is a matter that t:Ollt:el'llS everylbody aol1d normally it should never present 
any problem as regards itlS Ipurity and 'ivholesomeneEsbut any .sanita.ry officer is pain­
fully aware .oil' t11e abuses committed in connection with fooel. Articles oil' fooel pass 
through many hail1ds hom the moment of preparation to tlw time Df consumption; 
during this interval whicl1 may be a long one, food may Ihe EUibjected to. .bael practices 
that will change pl'eciouls'anel vital fooelstud'fs jnto carriel'sof disease. 'The protection 
agains:t these !bad practices elepenels partly on the health service and ipartly on the 
industries themselves :hut still more on thecoo;pera tionof evel"}' memlber of the public. 
As in every field of preventi:ve pulblic health work, satisfactory results cannot be 
expected without the full coopera'tion of all the membe:\s of the community. 

During the year w.e had very few cases of Jood poison:ng but we met several in­
stances of adulteration ctf fooel. Unfortunately some of the adulterations originated 
in the factory during tJle Iproceils of production. In one particular case the quality 
of the finished tpr.oduct wals so abnormal that it caused a ge,neral complaint and active 
measures had to be talken to sa,feguard the interelSt of thE' consumer. 

As a nation weare ,gl'eat wnsumers 0;£ cal'bohYllratE'<:i and hydl'oca11bons. Bread, 
spaghetti, fats and oil are predominant. fIilis upset;,,; the !halalnce of the diet. A 
balanced diet is necessa'l'Y £01' health as it fmnishes the optlmum means for the mainten­
ance .ad' vigour, ,promotion ,of .growth and pe,dorma01ce of physiological functions. The 
general pUiblic, however, is not well wware of the eS':iential facts ahout good diet; for 
many the bulk and the quantity a:re the more important factors, the result ie injudi­
cious or excessive consumption of food. Overeating fafl'·ouTf; storage of f,at with con­
sequent ,obesity aDd overweight, a not unCOlllmon fe'ature amongst certain cla.S€es of 
our people. Eating more than is needed a.1s,o puts a ·strain on all ol'g,ans and functions 
of the ;body withcollc;e'quent ill elfifects . 

. Mucll good nny l'e<'mlt from the education of the pu,blil(: in the principles of pnllper 
dietary. The 11ealth pr.oij)aganda sectionoif this, Depa'rtment Iha.s ende,avoured during 
the year to popularilSe the importance of prolJer ,alld. Ibalanced diet. but in :ihis respect 
the .general practiti.onels may ibe cd: immense h.elp '\vlth t11el:' advice emd guidance 
to the familie,s Ulnder their care. During the :yea·ra useful addition to the diet a:f 
the poorer section of the public was made availalble iby the free diBtr~bution od' c.ertain 
a;rticles 101' foodstuffs including first class proteins. through tlhe Ig'enerOls'ity OIf G.A.R.E. 
tJle American philantrcipic organization. 

A proJblem whitch has a,S€umed a degree of Ul'gel1cyasthe result of the circum­
stances attfmding our life is the prolblem of old age. 'Ihis stalge O[ life is. oiften accom­
panied by physical weakness. and disability Ibut normally it need not ·be .also hampered 
by deteriorati<on, [)hysical, mental or spiritual. Indeed old age should en;oy the pri­
vilege .of contri,buting its mature eX}Jel'ie,l1ce and its considered advice to the commOll 
we:al. But old age is not always t11at mellow .state O'f hfe characterised .by a feeling 
of satisfaction in the worik dOlle tJhl'OugOllt tlle l,ong years and in the enjoyment of 
welleamed retirement. ,Sometimes old age is a senile condition of :gnos'3' deterioration 
od' phYBique and mentality and other allmormalities whilch a,ra the ill e.ffects of unwise 
living in earlier periods of life. This abnonnal condition of old alge has been common 
in .all times .but o[ late it has perhaps. ,become mme prevalent on aceount O[ the greater 
stresse,s and strains oJ. hfe. 'Ihere is a,notllCr factor lof 'a. statistical nature whid1 em­
rihasizes the prohlem. It is the :gTea.ter proportion ,of old people in the population. This 
latter faetor has -of lateaseumeel a .degree af Ullgency. 

To a great extent the increa.se in our pl'lO'portion of old people is the consequence 
on: advail1ces made in the general health af the Islands. Ill1Ipro:ved ;sanita tion, preventive 
methods .and progress in medicine ha.ve reduced fatal disea.se in youth 'and enalbled 
many more people to reach old .age. ;VVe J1ave no record of what was the expectation 
cd' life in the past 'hut we have reason!S' to ibeliey,e that today it is much !better than 
what it must !have ibee01 at tJ1e opening .O[ t,he centUl"}'. The intensive emi.gration 
drive that has been made since tbe end o[ the war has, .depleted t.he young adult and 
'middle age groups. 

As 'a ;result o[ all these circumstances the pattern od' thepoipulation has changed; 
there is today a. diminished proportion .orfwage earners ill the middle life supporting 
an increased :proportion of ,old and unproductive 'peoiple. 'This has create,d an econo­
mical a,spect 0'£ the 'prolblem ,but thebeaHlh authority is· concerned with another aspect 
of [-I, more pressing nature: "The problem" as Lord HordeI' remarked "of the care of 
tbe elderly persons becomes not only more and more topical, it is of increasing urgency. 
Whether in sickness or in health tbe problem is formidable" 



Up to HOW ,oM })00121e unaLle 10 look aiter tiJelll::,eh&sor suffering from some 
disease, or having no,body to take care 01f tlhem Wl'l'e o{fered hospitalization or shelter 
at St. \ iucu1t de Palll HO::'Jlital. But 1he proeerlll1'e dll! ilut sati"rf.'" en'l',vone. Experience 
hatS proved that if the old ,people themselves had to declde they would {8.lr sooner 
prefer to return home alfter a 'Pl:'l'iod of tl1eatment aud care at the hospital; sea-rea-a­
tion in a bome or an :'l1stitution 11owen'1' well nm is not conducive to the happin~ss 
c.f the cJd in,matl". In Er"~'lalltl tht' pxperil1wnt lla~ been trit'(] o,ften with sncce;S6. 
of 8.ldmitting ol,d people for temporal'~' periodls to residential ~holl1es so that those mem~ 
Lehs d the family wll() 1l0111wl:y (a~ t'll 1m thl"lll could get ,,;ome j(4..:p:te. The ehange 
()f environmellt \\·,;n al,..;o d,() ,cme .g(luel to dl{:' (JIll l:eo}Jle t.helliselves wbo will be 
able to {:ol1lpare alllenities at hC!llle witlltllOo;e jn~jde the institmion and thu8 
make their choice, but the eireum~tallee's sUlTol.mdil1ig old age in Malta are not identical 
with those ill England. 

Tbe general i,dea is to encourage old people to l'e.tmn to their ihome but only when 
t:hey a:re J.··ehaibilituted ihat 1& to "ay 'when they are albIc to look after themselves and 
engage in some occllipatioon \vhieh will l'elie:ve the tt'ChonLsness cd:' their lonely life. 
]jf they could be rehalhilitatecl to earn their living the eHec't on their physiealand 
psycbological outlook ,will he gl'ea t and the, mational eC'ol1omy may also feel tUle benefit. 

As already ,mentioned this amelioration in the cOllilit.i,on 'off olll a.ge i61 now pos­
sible with the help of 1geria.nic seienee. !GeriatrieianlS l!oweser woukl n}e (llble to achieve 
very little Iby themselves alone. '1.',he seheme for the care a,nel rehabilitation ·o{ the old 
preseiDt<s c.omplexihes of medico-soeial natu:re and illlplies theeoordinatec1 efforts of 
variuUos algencie,s. In Englalld the Bntherglen experiment s!ho.wed the good that can 
come from cooperative effort !bet\-wen 'j\.ferlical ()ftieeJ'~ of H,eaWl, c-onsultants, general 
praditioners and ,'oIuiDtary .agencies. 

During the y.ear a \Step \\'at:> ta:ken ill tlle {liredioll oJ reorganising the care and 
welfareod' old people on mOdeI'll linesal1l1 for tili,s pUl,po"e Occupatiooal Thera.p.iJsts 
have been recruited in England ,anc1 regularly appoinrer1 !fo·r the nrst time in our 
hOSipitals. 

It is not prllctica:ble, uU)der pmsent cOlldihon,.::;, to dischaJ'ge ,from 1St, Ville!ent de 
Paul Hospital all the del pat.ients who do not reqnire medical treatment. ThilS would 
imply anappl,eeia,ble increase in the present rate of .old ,aige pen.sion, tJ1'e institution 
od' ,some !Sort oJ' home ~help ana domiciliary nursing and the pro-vision of at le3JSt one 
hot meal e,yery day. \Yhether sHc,ll 'n nan.g;emen tts a l'P more eeonolll~cal will have 
to be "een .b1.1t p\-ell ;.r tbl:'\ were they ('ould not ;he aPl;/if'c1 imt;';niminately to all 
the aged. (Many ·of the lattersufj',er from senile, con.ditions that requil'e constant a.t­
tention anld care which if notavaiJa,hle at home ma~' ha;v(' ,.,;eriems consequencelS. 

A reass-essment oJ the be,d acccOlnIllodartion ill our ho,,:pitals has U)O\V become ne­
cessary in view ofibe ever increasing demand ,fOIl' llO',,;pita1ization from all cla,sses o:f 
ilie :potpulati,on. Under modern conditions of lirfe 11O;:;pitalization is not relruted solely 
with mm'bidity but has. fal' willer implications. 'l'here are 0;0 ma.ny ,cons~c1eratioll!S to be 
taken into account, social, economieal, indu~trjal, ()cl~n:pational alnll epidemiological. 
'Ibe neec1€ and Tequirements of all tlhese ifactol's haye to Ibe integra.tec1 and snbmdinated 
to the ovel'rjtijing priiDeiple od' l1lal~ing adequate pl'oiYisiol1s for the general health of 
all ",ectioJ1s uf tllP popl.llatioJl.Tbi,.; require,.; cI()~e linlk" between the health authority 
the we1fare' deprtment, the ll()~pitals "nd rhe general pral~t;tionel'. In this way :one 
lllay feel ai'Sl.ll'C'(l that the hed,,; in hoo;pita:l~ remain Clyailahle to those who l'ea.lly need 
thean. 

Hospital bed,:;, which 'are costly, should be Otnly oecupied on med~cal necessity and 
should (be utilized prerfert:tibly for aente caBeS'. iPreven tive lea re an:1 ,treatment during 
convalescence shonldbecarriec1 out 'of the hOtspital ,pl'Oper in sIJ0C'ial sedionsor de­
partments. Inve6tigations required f,or dia~no.s,i", shouI(j be cal1'1'ie(j Otut j,n the out­
patient department to as great extent a& po;s'sible. :In thi8conneetion general practi­
tioners may he of great help ill easing the situation in the hospital X-ray, la,boratory 
and other investigations ma~' O'ften be Icarried {lut ,before the :p,ltient is admitted into 
h06pital, thus hilS period ,of ho"'pitalizat.ion ,is Slhm·tened and n, greater number of beds 
will ibe ;better utilised. 

During the year ullder ,revi,ew the out-patient department at St. Lulm's ihas 
~tarted funetioning ,at j", full ellpacit~-. 1'.110 Ph.\\-;iotherap,Y an(! the Occn:pai;ional 
'Therapy .ae,partments have Ibeen opened, the La:boratory has Ibeen completed and the 
Ch:lclren section oceu pied. ,,]'11;,,, neeessi ia teel tll e ap]loi n rment of four Phy,,;iotherapirsts, 
three Sick Chi1d.ren Nurses, two DOClt-ors &01' dl..lti'es i,n the fpat,hologica] and ,bade:ri.olo­
gical sections ·of the lnlboratory and eight laa)orntor~7 nssi.shmts. 
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The immediate effect of thi,s expansion was an appreciable increase in the number 
oil' new out-patient,s a,nd in total number of their attendances which this year 
amollnt.ed to 21,862 and 41,5136 aB compared with 15,904 and 26,602 respectively 
last yea,r. 

Experience has S1hown that the biggest demand ,on our hospital bed accommoda­
tion i€> made by isurgery, med:cine and children d:seas6ls. 'The wards ·of the ·respective 
departments were in a state of ccntinual overcrowJing and a number of sick c.hildren 
were accommodated in wards other tln,n C'hilc1ren's depadment. 'The increased demand 
is the dir'ect consequence of se,'era1 fae tors rsuch a.s increase·d hosipital mindednese 
of the Ieople, improved methods of treatment, better amen:ties in hospitals, qui.C1ker 
means .of communication fllnc1 transport betwe,en the ho€pitals and the outlying country 
districts, reduced housing accommodation and limited domestic servi,ce. 

The increa6e in our bed complement has not kerpt pace with the incr,eased demanil 
for adm1s€>ic.n into J1ospitals. the /Government hospitals there are also three 
private hospitals: SirSte,.'s (leO beds) EiTIlgGeoIlge V .(70 beds) and Dominican 
Sisters (24 beds). 'Ihe beds in theGe hC!2pital,s however are .only availalble for paying 
pati.ents and thei,r number is net Euch as to 11uve any ,grea,t influence on the total 
bed complement for the general public. 

It is to be noted that all the beds in our h0l5:pitale are .constantly availalble unlike 
in oH,er countries v;;he1e there is a certain ,pre-portion ·of rbeds which are availa·ble only 
f,ol' temr.ouuy rericds (1' \'i hich a: e UlHl·St.d cY'i'ing to lack of sta,if. In our hospitals 
there is no diGtinction between paying and non-raying patients; they .are all kept 
under the same c.ond:t:ol1s and rEceive equal Eale and attention.: 

Under the ·current conditions the turnover in {Jur hospitals has Ibeen quickened. 
Gone are the days whe.n l?atients werre k,ept for long 'peri{Jds in the ward to recuperate. 
1 he .average stay of patients in hCGpital has been ,generally IShortened and it Ihas been 
reduced cLlllpat:lJly \y;tb the tlnc} lcmlult (xl the put:ents. ,'The [o']O'w:ng figures 
show the average stay of patie,nts at St. Luke's. 

1£)53 
1954 
1955 
1956 

H)'3 days 
19.7 days 
16.6 days 
17.8 day's 

This reduction in the period of hc€,pitalizati-on altl10ugh adv~sable from an admi­
nistrative Foint of vi,ew may not always be convenient to the patient or his family 
but", hen brougbt do\vn to a sa.;e minimum it is resorted to as a means of making 
avail"ble more bed,s forI' the general pUiblic. 

As in previ-ou€. years the Department maintained close liaison with the Medical 
Authorities oj Her }\" s Se;v~(es. Cur relaticns with them we,·e harmonious and 
cooperative. There was mutual ulldc1'Standing and great willingness to help and 
as€ist .each other. An instance rOf this cooperation was the lSupply of Polio vaccine which 
the ]\ aval Authollities Fassed en to u's. It was a· mOISt welcome \gesture which was 
greatly appreciated by the public. 'Ihe l\odentContl'ol Committee composed of re­
presentative€> of the 1\ avy, Army, Air 1;'01'ce and CiviEa,n Authority met regularly 
tlhrougheut tbe year. '1 his Committe.e has now ,become a sort -olf intensel'vice body and 
its n.cd:ng,s Ole a€ a Wll'l1e for tbe exchange of in£onnat.on and views and 
for the discu€,sion of ·common problems and difficulties. 

The statutory boards and committees oJ the Department contributed their share 
to the ,sUCCESS oJ tbe year. ':the CIf theC'ommittees and Boards have shown 
keen enthusiasm for their ,,"arions activities and respon6i,bilities. ,Many of the mem­
bers took ,fl. lively inteeed in the wOl,king of their committ.ee and went out of their 
way Hen to the 'extent of Fersonal inconvenience to ensur·e bhe succelSs of' their deli­
berati{)ns. 

The only discordant note 1n an otherwise harmonious effort throughout the year 
was the action taken in May !by the .Medical OHicel's ·of the Department, the majority 
of whom withdrew temporarily frem the service as a result of a dis'pute they had 
with the GoYernmentconcerning the condit~ons of local Medical Services. After 
€rCme d[lY€> an W[lS reached ibenyecn the Government and the Medical 
Cfficerr'!S Union to end the dj"pute. :'16 a result oct' this agreement a Medical Services 
Commission was appointed and in NDvember we had the pleasure of welcoming the 
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Members of the ComnDtssion : Mr. L. :FmT,er Brown, Sir Harold B01de.ro, D.i::Vr., 
F.R.C.P., Mr. J. B. Oldham, F.R.C.lS. The 'Commi-gsion made exteMive enquiries 
and (studied the points at issue and a.ll their implications. 

Dr. J. O. F. Davies,Senior Admini'ste."ative Medical Oflicer, iOxford Regional 
GI'OUP of Hospitals, visited our Island at the end o,f the year and made ,a ,useful a,nd 
helpful ,survey od' our hospital ,development. 

Dr. John Cronin, IM.P., visited the Island in .october at nhe invitation of the 
Government ,and ,W.aIS given all the facilities to ,go round our hos:pitals and ,other estab­
liehments. 

IMr. John Wilson, O.B.E., of the British ,Empire ,Society .£011' the Blind, during 
.])18 yisi't to ,M'alt.a in N o;vemlber found time to go round t,he hos.pitals and interested 
himseltf in the conditions 'of blind pemons in our Isla·nd. 

Dr. Thomson off the TUiberculosi,s .Slection o.f the '\Vodd Health Organization visited 
our Island in August for the purp06€ olf ,studying local al£rpeciJs .of Tuberculosis and 
advising on a ,campajlg'n for .an jni-ensin' anti-T'ubetrculosis drive in the Island. 

In June we mad tlle pleasure of welcoming ;Lady Mounabatten who h3iS alwaylS 
evinced great intereBt in the work of the Department. During her former stay in the 
Island her frequent visits to the hospitals "yere a 'Romce of encoumgement and inspira­
tion to the patients ,and staff.fl'his year Bhe vi.sited the ,hospitals and the antenatal 
dinies and proved that her interest had llot 'wa'ned after she left the Island. 

Before I close J must record the help .and a.s,~i,gtance and the donations reCieived 
from various philantropie bodies and persons. V,r e ha.ve received presents and dona­
tions in m{)ney ,and in kind for the comfort and :pleasure 01' the 'Patient.s in our hospitals. 
Sueh :presents and donations were grate,fully accepted and heatriily .appreciated by all. 
,S:pace dOleS not permit a list of all the C10nG.llSI ihut IaJSsure them that their Ibeneffl,CtioDS 
have been duly recorded. 

Finally I wi€ih to express my :appreciation olf the contrilbution made !by the mem­
bers of the staff towards the SUCCe\SlS od' the year. ;T,heachievements. gained are the 
result of cOOll'dinated efforts by officials whosed.evotion to their duty and whooe pride 
'in the \Success of our endeavours deserve 'all praise. 

I have the honour to ,be, 
'Sir, 

Your OIbedient serv.ant, 

J. GALEA, 

ChiJef Government ,Medi'cal Officer. 



19 

I. SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTIOS FOR 1956 

AREA 

POPUL\TJON 
a~ estimated on 
30th June. 1956 

MARRIM;ES ... 

BIR'l HS --- Live 

Still 

DEATHS 

Maternal ... 

Infant 
(undt:r 1 year) 

Child 
(I year to 5 years) 

(5 years and over) ... 

f< rom tuberculosis of 
respiratory system 

F rom other forms of 
tuberculosis 

From respiratory 
dis.eases ... 

From malignant 
neoplal>ms 

S4uare miles 

1

1 :dales .. 
Females 
rotal 
Den"ity per <q. mile 

f Number 
l Rate per 1000 population ... 

( Males 
\ Females 
I Total... . .. 
(Rate per 10oop)pulation ... 

f Number ... .,. 
l Rate pel- 100 total births ... 

1 

Males 
F··males ... ." 
Tot,"!.\ .,. ... . .. 
Rate per 1000 popu lation .. , 

( Number 
-l Rate p"r 1000 births 
l (live and still) 

1 
Males 
FI-'males ," 
Total ... 
Rate per 1000 Girths 

1 
Malt's ... 
Females ." ... 
I ot"l '" ." .,. 
Rale p. 1000 of same group 

( Malf>s 
\ Ft·m .. les 
1 Tot,t! 
( R"te p, [oeo of same group 

( Males 

t 
Females .. , ... 
'1 otal .. , .. , ... 
R<tte per 1000 population,., 

( Males 
1 Females 
I Total ... ,., 
( Rate per 1000 population ... 

( Males 

1 
Females ." .. , 
"lotal ,.. .., 
Rale per 1000 population ... 

( Males 
\ Females 
I Total ,.. . .. 
l Rate per 1000 population.,. 

:\fa lla 

94'87° 

138,940 

147.fi59 
286,599 

3,021 

1,84' 
12.85 

4,089 
1,7 0 :; 

/.794 
27' 19 

1- " I:;, 
~'17 

1,380 
1,2.p 
2,621 

5 

19 1 

130 
321 

4[',8 

2 ! 

23 
44-

1'43 

1.168 
1,088 
2,256 
9'08 

23 
9 

32 

0'11 

3 
0'01 

I ~9 

128 
277 

0'97 

Gozo Both Islands 

12,992 

14.475 
27,4°7 

1,018 

32 5 
299 
624 

22'7 2 

IS 
2'35 

2 

3 
5 

196 

139 
115 
254 

10'44 

2 

2 

9 
8 
I~ 

I 

0'62 

I ~ 1,932 
162, 13~ 
3 14.066 

2,57 8 

[,999 
12·73 

4.414 
4,004 
8.4 18 
26.80 

IS8 
2.18 

1,538 
1,3 80 
2,9 18 
9'29 

6 

23 
26 
49 

1'47 

1,30 7 
1.203 

2.510 
9'20 

25 
9 

34 
0'11 

3 
0'01 

97 
7 2 

169 
0'54 
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Popul:ation. The mi.d-year civil population Ifor il956 haB Ibeen ootimated at 314,066 
as ,against .314,369 in 1955. 

The excess od' 'births over deaths was 5,500 whidh is 377 le,gs than in the previou6 
year. 'I'he Irate ,of na,tural increa€'6 was 17.51 per thousand as against 18.69 in 1955, 
18.51 in 1954 and 19.32 in 1953. 

Births. '1'be number of live births durjnlg' :the year W3!S 8,J18 which is 142 births 
less than that of last year. Of thooe, 7,79J oecured in Malta, and 624 in Gozo,and of 
which 4,414 ,were males ,and 4,004 ,f.emales. The ,birth-rate wu,s, once again lower tilian 
in the preceding ye.ar, namely 26.80 against 27.23 i'n 1955, 28.11 in 1954 acnd 28,29 in 
1953.'I!he .dow1l!wa.r.d .trend in the :biJ .. th-l~ate has continued since 1945. 

Still-birrths. The number 0If [still-births registered during the year ,was 188 (173 
in Malta and 15 in Gozo) with a rate ,olf 12.18 Iper hundred total (live ,and still) births. 
During HJ5'5 there were 200 still~births (183 in IMalta and 17 in Gozo) which ,gave " 
'rate ()f 2.28; t.11is ,shows a decrease of ,10 still-births in Malta a,nd 2 in. Gozo. 

TJeaths. There we 2,918 death('i, l'eg:dered rIming the yeUl', 235 more than las1 
year. Of these .2,621 occurred in Malta and 297 in Gozo. iT'he dea.th ra.te per thousand 
population wa,g 9.29 as compared, with 8.53 in \1955 and 9.60 in (1954 a,nd 8.98 in 1953. 

'Table l s·hows the number lOti' deaths from the [lrincipal cauoos orl' death. 

rl'ABLE I 

Deaths from Principal Causes . 

. g ., 
E '" ';:;; 
~ ::l 

oj ",I 
-a.. v ::;... 0 

vi v ;:;; 
"1:1 "', Z Year c cd 

I~ .~! '" ;:; H 
o- r:: 0) 

!'f 
. c: .0 
.~ cd 

!.l C;; 25 ';) ..... : ::E I~ 

·1l9 

302 216 3P -0 ')c 215 
) i 

194'~ 188! 232 78

1

20 357 61 9\29 84 lOll 267; 7 13 1:)0 15 6~ 299 47 : roC 25 
, 

1~3[ 266 
. 

8 268 I 1950 263 72\ 16 332 545{ 36 9 1 113 [6 9[ 15 70 35 133 :l2I5 
I I 

195[ 101: :148 83; 2.) 3>;' 649j 35 1011 9',1 340; 12 5 I 92 7 43 299 35 114 .27 2 

! I 
; I 

195 1 ICI' 297 10';' 8 389 73') 5" 84

1 

96, 178; 6 12 i 73 8 38 Ig6 43 88 197 

96. 269 

'::1 
60 4 

, 
56 6g I.g! 6 1 

6 176 87 161 195, 9 355 ~4 12 I 57 39 37 , 
'I 

1954 So! 287 

'1"5 
690 50 751 86 158 6 12 86 X ' 65 l'f9 34 ; 941 163 , 

76, 296 82 566[ 40 67 6. 62 64 
I 

62 176 1955 9 354 44, 79 3 7 7, ..f4.: 
I I I 

1956 76; 30 9 78 61 375 679; 421 -61 55 59 ') 4 63 6' 70 81 37 I 61 185 ) 

I 1 

I 

I I I 
I , i 

I I , 
I 

i , , I 

o 

, 
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The proport:on per 1,000 deaths was a6 Bhown in the f.ollowing figures :--

ArteriosclerDti.c and degenerat:ve heart diseases 233 

Cere;bral haemorrhage 129 

Malignant neoplasms 106 

S@il~ ~ 

Ill-definetl dise11ses peculiar t.o early infancy and immatnr:ty 
ul1'quaINiec1 28 

Diaibetes mellitUJs 27 

Infective and pamsitie; di-sea.se.s 26 

Congenitall Jnaliformations 24 

Chronic ne.phritis 22 

Post natal aflphyxiaand atelecta,sis 211 

Gastro-enteritis and colitis (under 2 years) 20 

Bronchiti¢; 19 

Pneumonia (all ,forms) 19 

Disease" OJ a.rteries (a.rteriosclerosis) 14 

Birth injurieB 13 

Gastro enteritis and ('oliti", 2 yea rs and over 3 

J hseases of the blood-forming orga.ns 2 

Disea·ses af pregna.ncy, childlbirth and the puerperium 2 

Ac.ute nephriti.s l' 

Other cause." 228 

1,000 

hi/ant ,MbrtaZity. Tille number ott death amon,.i5 iIlifanils durillig t.he year was 359 
that is 26 deaths less than in the previous year. TU1e infant mortality ra.te per 1,000 
live bill,ths was 42.65 which IS ~he lowest on record.'fhe figures for 1955 was 44,98. 

The neo-natal mortality (deatmls of iIlifants ulldelr 1 month of age) 'Was 213 which 
is 5 less than in the previous year. The neo~nat.al mortality rate per il,OOO live births 
was 25.30 as <compared with 23.47 in 1955. 0B.14 in 1954 and 34.30 in 1953. 

Marriag.es. Tlhe numlberotf marriages (hIring tihe yea.r. including ma.nriages among 
service .pe11sonnel, wa,s 1,999 of which :1,841 took iplace in Malta and 158 in 1G0zo. The 
marriage rate, which is ,expressed as the number of ipemoml, mao:riJed iper thousand 
of the population, wa's 12.73. This ShO'VIl8. a decrea,se on the marria1ge rates of 1955. 
1954 and 1953 whielh were 14.03, 13.:17 and 12.89 'l'E>,s·pertively. 

Ta.ble II eho'Ws t.he comparative data for the las.t twenty years. 
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TABLE II 

Comparative Birth. Death and Marriage Rates 

M&lta and Gozo. 

nirth~ f)<>ath- Hat(~ 

Hate Hate IW!' IJlhnt ToJ.:lj 
, ,\l" rriage· Nll.tUP1! 

'{eM Hate per 1.000 increU'llt 
Live per 1.000 : Still 100 total .\[ort"lity- [leath- : population 

population birth~ l{ate Hate 

------.- -~-- ---- -.---- ,-- ------ .-.----~ ---- --- ------ ----

1937 3BiS! 33' 5~l HS , 3" ~q2 :~ ( l "" :2U'O l 13'h L)i-S 
1938 1),704 32'39 2,/ t .3 3 :2.21 ~3 "20'(>C) 1")' 'I -1 ~ 3,:)05 
1939 ''',93° 33 o~ 3f )9 -' i :2 ~~!) I') '); 11'6 3,54.5 
IY1-0 R,So8 'l-2' r"", 

.) ."'l ~ 261 /. ... ) 2 7tl'4; "2:2 '()q 13"1 2.664 

194' 7,35 2 :-<700 :!4 o 3' I 3u ) ',15 :; \'74 II)' 7 <JOn 
1942 6.76 :'; 2 -, I -,) .) 227 ; :1 3-t :; \ :; 'I ,) 'c 7 I ,)'0 I,SH-r 
1943 8A,~2 3 1'06 293 '" , 2 ! ~.r( u :;0'4'; I u·t) 4,&i4 , ) 

1944 10,S!63 'l)'.;6 334-
, 

2't.) I I l)' 3 () 1 ''':2 - i <) 5 7. 16 !. ., . " .) 

1945 Iu 99S 3:) 37 3 I ~. 2'" IH 0) I..j.UI ,(), :2 6.1::/3.: 
194t') I 1.30 4 )8'2y 2<)3 "2 5 ! 3U -; ~~ l3',2 14'4 7,.L5-'1 
1947 I 1.612 3!h., 30 4 ~, -

A :> I ..:0' ,~\.l J 2'nJ 11'0 I 7*774 
1941:1 11,029 36 '°-1 26::1 .2 3 1 I.! 97 12':./ I 128o 7.';92 

1949 )0,5<)0 34'05 25 1 :!') ",riG I 0 6~) I ! 61 7 264 

1950 10,281 32 9S 280 2'f'l S:-\' S I 10'33 I ! '2.0 7,057 
195 1 <J, :; I I 30 ',S ::105 .' , '}9'7o [ 1'10 1:L'Il'; 6,035 
195 2 9,216 :i9'3 U 221 -, 3 7 1 '7.3 10'69 I 1'00 ).861 
1953 8.9i7 28.2<) 188 2'0 64·~.l X'9o ! :} ?\~I 6,139 
1954- 8·9<)1 2lS I I 194 , 2' 1 66'<.JS 9'00 t:n7 5,920 

19.55 8,5t'io 27'23 200 :.l " 44'9\) 8'53 14'°3 .),8/7 ,) 

1956 S .. t [8 l(i'~n 138 2 :2 ,\2'65 :.1' ":C) 12'73 S sun 

+ Decrease, 

II. INFECTIOUS AND COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

'1'he following in~ectious dis~ases UJ,'e llotifhble, namely:- Plague, smallpox, 
chole.ra, diphtJ1eria a,nd membranons croup, typhus fever, yellow fever, epidemic cere­
brospinal meningitis, scarlatina or "cadet fever, typlwiel or enteric' fev.er, maJ[ljrial fever. 
undulant [ever, puel1peral .fever, measles, erysipelas, varicella, influenza" whoOlping­
cough, ,hydrophobia, leprosy, pulmonary and all ,othei,' form'S of tuberculosis, pneu­
monia, broncho-pneumonia, .acute anterior poli'omyelihs, encephalitis lethargica, 
(lengue fever, g;',mr:l,u' conj'lll1C'tiyiti . ..: or Trnl'lWl11a, t("tann~ neonatorum and leish­
maniatSilS . 

The total deaths attributed to these di,sleases during the yeall'was 108 aS31gainst 
122 in 1955. Calculated as rate pelI' ,1,000 population the comparable figures a-re 0.3 
in 1956 .and 0.4 in H)55, 1954 and 1953, 'T,he largeisi p,el'centage of deatJhs among 
this .group i6 represented lb." hroncho-pnenmonia(35 .:3) followed by pulmonary t,uJber­
eulosis (31.5), pneumonia '(]J5.7) , Diphtheria, (6.5 a.nd 'T.B. other fo.rms (2.8). 

Chickenpox. The llumlber od' ca€eg Hlat came to the notice ()If the Department 
was 735 against ·120 in 1955 ;706 ca,seiS, occurre,c1 in 'Malta. and '29 }n Gozo. The majority 
ad' cases occulI'red in January I,T uly when 676 cases were reported. 19 cases were a,d­
'Initted to me I-sola-tion :Hoepital; the majOJ·j t~' of thelse were d'rom institutes fOil' children. 

Whooping Cough, The number od' cases reported was 8 against 123 in 1955; of 
these 7 occurred in Malta and 1 in Goz·o. There were no deaths dne to the disease, 
All the catSeg were treated at their own homes, 
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Oases of and Deaths from Notifiable Diseases 
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Notifiable Infectious Diseases by Locality in Malta, 1956 

v '-; I . I. 6....c: I E -- ". I Tetanus >.. '" , ] ',,:; I v . I ~ I > 1 BronCho-, Puer- . ~ 
;:: ~ Erysl- I Dlphtbe- g t:IJ g;: .D ~ 0; N §.~. '" .:: ..<:: .!t >< Lnsh- ij J neumo-I 1 ~ ~ 

Ha.l roo< " • r-' C:.-.. G..l.::: >- 'eona- _''-' j c-; l.., 0.. U 0 ";:' • neumo- era ;..., 0 

1.0''''''",' I '-' F ,m , "" ~,~ LPd'~1 ,,. ~'u'l ~~ I ."" um ~ " : _:E .I ,,?, i (j ~ u',.m ":/ 2, -"",J ui, I ,,.,, '"' il :e 
o. (; I D. 1 C,;.!D.j c'I',D,' c.,1 fl. ("'I'fl -=-~; C. !~ c·I~·I~_j'~L~I.~!~I~· ._~I"~·_ll·'IID'I~I~! c"~I~ . . ---1.-1-1-.-1-1---1--1----:--1----- ! .-1 --- 1 1 II -! ,-

i !: : ~ ; I Ii! ,I I i r I , 

Attald 

B~Iz~n ... I I" '.. 2 S 4 I I I I ... I 1"'1 2 I .. ·: 1:. (j 2 I' 2 
I:Iu.·klrkara 10. \... 6 :! \ 1 2... 1.1 ; I 1,,1 ..... 2· 7 • 3 
B· . bb . 1 , • 1 I 1 • 

1, zc uga :2! I ... , "2 •• I ; i ~ .,. ': I I . '\ 45 5 
C . 1 . 1 " 1 I' 

osplr:ua 7 :I I .)" Ii 3 6 1 .. ·1 3 '''1 I .• , "I I 1'1 ~ 3 
D · I' , 1 1 I. 1 ' 1 I In€: 1 .. ' ... ' ~ ... , I ... ' . I .. "', 2 '''1' . Itl ...... I 
F·] . I ' 1 1 ". , onana 4 ... ' ... : :l ",1. I ·1 I "I . , .. 3 I .. [ 1 I, .j. 
r. t ' , . " I \.1'11arg lUI' :2 I, .• f,. j ""1 ! I ! '., '" 2 I I , 

. Gi1.axaQ 3 II''''! 2 I .. ·' :! I' .. ! I ,1. 2 2 3 ! Ii, I ' .. 
GUdjil ... 1 .. , 2 I .. 1,,,1 I'" I 
G Ira ~ '} .. (·t 7 I .. i -I ii, 5 ... : 49 1 .. 1 -I 3: i 5 
Haml"ul1 (\ i .. ' .. ' (. 10 11"' i 3 Ii 4 I. ! 2'

v 
" I , .,p I .. ' I .. · I 3 6 12:: 

Kalk,lr:t I I I .. '... I . 1 2 1 .. ·1 ... ..·1 ' II I 1 I I ..f 
Kiriwp II .. ! .. i :/ 1 ... 1 II" I I .. ! , ... , 
L · 'I ' I ' lJa 3 , ... ~ .2 ,. ill, 2 

Luqa I ", I. -l... I . I I Ii'" 12 i. i.-
IVl <Ii ,a . 1 ( I 1 :; .. .; 9 10 j... .. ' .( I .. 12 I.. .. I · .. 1 /) 4 
'\LUS'IS~,:.d.l ! _, ... ' 2 L.. 1., ! '.2 

l\'lars,lx1();~k I I".' g 2: 
"dl'r" I . , , i\ i -,~. • • . •• ••• ! ... : .. .) 
Mell clw ' .! I 

2 !... i"'1 .• j ! . I 12 -t 
:2 r 1 ' I () 

'.!sld,: 4 j i .. : ... , 31 -l,'" 2 ! .. I·h !... ... ! .. 15 
Na:o,,\r ! .. '...:: ~ .! .1 
Pawla rol ;)' .. ':J 2; ! !7.f 
\Jj'C'3 I' I' I J I I' I ! 

.1 I I· .... · , ) 
'7 i !..~ "; 
I 1 .••. ' 28 -+3 -} I I •• , "'! .J 

1 i·" i r 4 10 .2! . .. ., ... i J. .! '2 : 

3 1 i 2 8 2.3 ( I.. ::.\ :! I: 
Safi I., i 2 

St r "J;.\ .'~ ~ I' 6' ~. I 1 I' p : ,> • • J""( .;:.) I:'" .., I .- I" ( .),.- I '"t ~ 

St. Paul's Bay ... : ... ' 2 12 I I.. 1 I I I I 2 

St I,'vnnera 3 III :;' .. ' , ... : 1 I 
ScngIea 2 I 1 I.. ! . I ", I ... II , ... 1 .. I 3 
S.... . 1 I I ' .lgglCWI 4 ... '.. 4 10 .•. 1 .. I'" '3 . i I 

Slicrna 9 I" 2 2 i :". ll ... iro, , :; ".:17 2 ~! 
'l:arxien 6 I 17 I ! .. j. I I I ... I I " :: I ... ' I, . 
\ allettll. I) 3 I 1 I" :2, ·1, I i I I : ... 57 (1, 10 i 3 
Viuoriosa 5 II .. 2 I ... ' 1 .. 1 I I " i I 6 .. ' I 
:abbar... 0 I 21:. 21 ••. 1!21 ' 7 .... 15 ~ .) 
Z bb . 8 ! I I ' , _~e. ug 211. 2 .f! . '... I 1"1 I .... -}'.1 l I I ... 
ZCJtun ... 2 ' ... 1 3 'I ,..... ... i I ::I I,... ... ~ .... 2 ' 

ZIlrr!l.!q 4 ~ :.:.:1_2 __ .:.:.:. 26 _,,_.1_1_ .:::_1 _ "'I~I __ ! __ I:.:.:: __ .:':: __ 1 ____ ' I .~-i:-·; t) I __ ~_: 21_"_' I':' 
" . ';! I I l ' , ." , lotall'vlalta 150 32/17 3121 370 2132 j.: 39 ~181 I 71 7 '.~(\ I, l,7u0 1, .. 1.1 2 y) 17 liy+ 131) I :! I· 14 



L. 'CAUT\, 

Kemnmna 
Gh;ljnsielelll 
Gharb 
Ghasri .. . 
Kercem .. . 
Maualforn 
Mgarr 
Munxar ... 
Nadul' 
Qala 
San Lawrt'm 
Sannat ... 
St Lucia. 
Victoria .. . 
Xagtlla .. . 
Xcwkija . 
Xlendl .' 
Zebbug ... 

Total Goze 

Total Both Islands ' .. 

I
l'tllmO­

nary 
I Tuberc 

I--z-~ 

TABLE IV (cont.) 

Notifiable Infectious Diseases by Locality in Gozo, 1956 
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Monthly Notificaiions of InfectiKlus DiseaselS, 1956 
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Scarlet FeDer. The .lHunberd ca'::ces dnnnii the year was 32 as against 
84 in 1955. All theca€es occurred in :Malta. TJlere ,,'!ere no deaths from this disease. 

Measles. 'The numlber O[ caBes registered durin.g the year was 61 against 439 
in 1955. All the ca'ses DCCl1llTec1 in Malta. Gnly trwo ca,se;;; were admitted ,to hoopital, 
one a ratient landed from a,n aircraft in t.:'ansit, the other a patient 74 years .of age. 
Bot,h cases were di€clbarged as CUlled. No death" ,were recol'ded a.s due ,to the disease. 

Diphthen:a (including 'memb1Ylnous croup). 'The total number of diphtheria, cases 
notified during the year waB 114 of which 81 occurred in lVInIta and 33 in G.oZO; thi.s 
is 33 more than the ,number of ca6es reporte.d during the previous year. 3 cases were 
diagnosec1 on clinical 'grounc1s, all the otl1eJ1S were confirmed bac.teriologically. The 
majority of case.s (92.1 %) occurred ill children undell' 10 years of age. The ages of the 
fi'ne adult ca€es were 18, 1\1, 22, ,27 and 37 years. "The c.a/se:s were spre(l.d throughout 
the year but the disease 'was morepreyrrlent ,Juring October/December d,urin:g which 
peri'od 68 cases welre iIloti'fied. 

Cases were rep.orted from y lriolls localities but many of the vJlagec; rema.ined 
free during the whole of !1956.The .JocaJitie6 from which the hiighest num'ber olf cases 
was "pf'()~'jed ,yen' Yici:oria, C}u-:n (1;3), Za Hnn.!" (El). 'Sliemn (]O), Xew'ki;a. <iow (10) 
and Zeitun (7). 'There WE'Il'f> ::eveJl (;entlhs fJ'O'm this di,sea,se, six 0If which in children 
under three Jeans of age, the other in a {hoy aged 6 yearSl. Death was due to nephritis 
in one case, fbronchiti.s ,and heatrt iailme in t;\VO, pneumonia and heart failure in one, 
t.oxaemia iill t,he fifth. ,This l(lst case wal' not ·confirmed Ibacteriologically. ,\Vith the 
exception of tlJe case who ,diec1 ett' 'nephriLs the others died within a. few hours df 
'their ac1milElSien to hospital. Two cleaths oC'c111'rec1 in Gozo, in patients under two years 
of age, within .. t'\Yeniy-four .boUl'~ (If their 11dmis;:;ion into hospital. One of the.se was 
operated upon for Tracheoctomy. 

None .of the cases ha:a received prevent.ive inoculation. At :pI'elSent [ree immun:iJsa,­
i~ion i.sbeing ,carrier! ont in t;j,p <:;('1'0018 and very few mothers bring their younger 
children tl1Cre fm inoculation. It is hOlled -tha:t when the 'Melbile ,CliillicB will have 
reaclled us in the nea,r future We I~hall Ibt' able 'vo immunize a mud1 high ell' number 
of pre-school Cihilc1ren at; it will then lwpossi,bJe 'Eor us to call on mOl,hers at their 
OIWn homes. 

With 'one expection a.ll tho cal:!es wor6 ;a,dmi'tted to t,lie Isda,tion Hospitals. in 
'M alta and Gozo. During the year thece was 3, seriou6 ou:ihreaok o>f ca,SelSi of Acute 
'Tonsillitis iill ,children. A numberolf children were referred to the Lsolation Hospital 
a·s sUE'lpectedcarSe,s O[ Diphtheria ,but the diagnosis was not confirmed. This feature may 
have been a predi,spcsing .facto.I" wihich mi:ght aC00unt .for the highe.r incidence olf' 
Diphtheria durring the year under r,eview. 

Under I ye,n 1-

fi 

TABLE VII 

Age Periods of Notified Cases. 

OW3e-mortality at Each Age Period. 
(Caleulated as a percentage). 
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Typhoid Feve·r. There \Vere 131 c.a~,es l"ep01'ted "vitl! no deaths during the year. 
This "how,s a,n increalse oil' 22 ,cases over t,he previous yEar, when 109 case,s with 1 
death were notified. 8:poradiccasef- 'were reported [Il'om a number of 10ca,lities. 

AIS in previous years the highest number 01' eases was no Lified hom Qormi (28), 
Mama and Paola (9 each) and 111arsaxloM~ aDd RnJbat (8 each). Tme majority of the 
cases notified f,rom Qormi. ·oc.cnrrecl dUl::ing tbe l'er:o.d late September early October. 
Investigations ,EU:lO'wecl that they wel'e due to the dl'inkj,ng O'f water from a \Surface 
spring which was found to ha,ve heen contaminated. 8 cases occurred in '2 house­
hol.ds in the vicinity of the Gpring. T'he remainilllg casps were re.ported f'Will different 
looaIities in 'Malta and IGozo. 

'1'he age-groups most aMeGted were t.l18 ,5-9 yea,rs (33) and ,10-14 yeam age group 
(30.) 

Undulant ,FeveT. The llumLer ui' 'UlSl;; llotified dU:'ing the year wa,s 432 (370 
in Malta and 62 in Gozo) ,as against 522 (:lSI) in Malta and ::':3 in Gozo) reported during 
1955 and 549 ca€e\S in 1954. The aiboye figuu'.S! ,SJ1·0\\' adeeease of 90 cases on those 
'in resp-ect orf uhe previous year. Tllere were two deaths as against 1 in 1955 and the 
ca,se mortality was 0.4 as against 0.1 in '1955, 

As Ufmal the incid'ence was lhightlst du,l'ing the ,;;ummel' months when the ):11i1k 
production ,is at its pea~L The age ,gnJup mCr~t affectell is 5-9 ,JeRrs group (79 ca,ses) 
follo\\ ed by Hlat of personls over 45 .yean; of age (73 ca€e,~) .1lhe highest number of 
noti,fications came from the following localities :-(~ormi~8; Zebbng 41; Nadur-Uozo 
27; ZUlTie,q ,26; Babat 23; Birkirbra 23; ,Mellielm 2:2: Paola 21;Zabbar 21; Ta.l'­
xien 17. 

Influenza. The ,llumber of catJe,,; notified dmillg the year wa,s 137 a'::;' compared 
witih 73 in 1055. Two death" were attributed to tbs infection as compared with one 
in 1955. An unusual featme ,yalS tIle Q;l'cun::CUlce 01 :oeveralca"e.s of this dise,a,se among 
bab:es in a creche six of which had w be treated at the Isolat;on Hospital for bronc·hial 
complication.s; they Wl're all diSIChaI1glCd cmed. 

Pneumonia. JJuring the year lihe numuel' of llotillfied c,a,ses of ,pneumo:nia was 
100 with J.7 deaths a,s compal'ed \'ilith 75 ca6es am1 14 deaths in 1955. Five calSes 
were notified as viru,s pneumonia. Cases of broncilo-pneulnonia, were 203 with 38 
deaths. '1he figures i'm' the IPreviOu6 year Kene ICc! calSes with 50 deaths. 

Cerebro-S1Jinal Pever. TUlere were 7 ca,ses 'w:rh one dt'a.t.h a,s against \) muses 
with no ,d-eaths in 1955. 

Erysipelas. '1'he cases numbered 47 wlith :2 deaths as compared witll1 35 ca.ses 
'and 3 death.s dUJ'ing the pre'Viou,s yeal'. 

Puerperal Pever. The number or[ caiSes repOll'ted was 2, a,s compared with 10 m 
1%5.. '1'here were no deat,hs in this and in the previous year. 

Murine Typhus. The number elf calSes W?s 1-1 all -of which 00CUlTed in Malta. 
Only one ,death wa.s attrilbuted to this disease. Death was d,ue to SeljJticaemia and 
occurred in a cthild :2 ye,ars orr age. !I'he .figUf~'es for the previous year were 31 cases 
witU::i no deaths. 

Leishrnania.sis. '1'he cases notified during the year were 14, 3 of which i,n Gozo. 
i'Ihe incidence of Leishmaniasis has been gradually decreasing over the last years. 
'lihilS is pmbably due to proper and timely treatnlent ,and to the disinfestation of the 
area around houses where cases have occurred: Disinfestation is carried out twice. 
as Is·o.on as the case is notified, and about one month later. This OOOWS .a decrea:;e 
of 12 c,ases from last year. Only ,one case prove,a fatal. There were no dea,ths during 
1955. 

Tefianus N eonatO'l'Um. N o cases were notified either this y-ear or in 1955. 
" I, 

! " 

Acute Anterior PoliomyeliLis. The incidence of poliomyeliti.s .among the civilian 
population during 1956 amounted to 41 ,ea.ses 3 of whic1:l occurred in Gozo, There 
welre no deaths due to this infection, 
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l\A.BJ:.rE VIlI 

Civilian Oases of Anterior Poliomyelitis in Malta - 1956 

MONTHI.J Y INCIDEN'CE :.-

}fa,Jes Females Total 

January :3 1 3 
Fe:bruary 
March 1 1 
April 
M.ay 1 1 2 
June 8 10 18 
July 2 1 3 
AUglliS:t 3 3 
September 
October 4 1 5 
November ~ 3 5 
Deeember 1 1 

24 17 41 

INCIDENCE BY AGE GROUPS:-

1tlaJes Females Total 

Up t'O 6 months 1 1 
6 months t'O 1 year 4 1 5 
1 year to 2 yea·l's 10 4 14 
2 years to 3 years 2 7 9 
3 yea.r~s to 4 years 4 1 5 
4 years to 5 y.ear,s 1 1 :3 
5 yeam to 9 years :3 1 3 

10 yeans to 15 years 1 1 2 

·24 17 41 

'rABJJE IX 

Trachoma Incidence 
(Malta and GOzo) 

A. n. 

Cases ~ew Cases in 195(1 
Yell!' Periorls ._ .. _-- -~"------ -.-.-... --~~-~-~- "-- ----, 

New Old Males Females 
..... 

1945 226 111 Under 1 year 
1946 139 69 1 
lH47 283 133 2 years 
1948 334 145 3 

~ 

1949 2~4 Sci ~. 

" IH50 41 19 5 to 9 
" 

[) 3 
1951 55 12 10 to 14 

" 
2 2 

1952 51 11 15 to 19 1 
1953 59 3 20 to 24 ., 
1954 411 8 25 to 29 

" 1950 28 8 30 to 34 
1956 18 3 35 to 44 

" I 45 &: over 4: ______ 1-

Total 
I 

9 9 ... I 
I 



31 

rrlw nntj-tradlOmu l:umpuign in Gozo procecclcd with success throughout the year 
and we may now E>ufely state that Gozo d'0es nor present n ,grave problem in con­
nection witih th€ Diseu€e. 'The campaign is no'W bearing fruit and the d.iJSease is well 
under control; it is becoming increasingly rare a,nd there is no doubt that in the not 
distant future it win be 8ulbdued and itE> incidence reduced to the same deg-xee as in 
Malta. 

The Eye ,S~)EX'iuli:st visited Gozo \Teekly and d:lli,CIS ""ere held regularly at Go­
vernment schools and at GOYernmellt dispensaries. Detail;:: ,od' t.he work done and 
result.s o'btained wjHb{" found in the following talbles. 

In tah:e X unJ0J' "1" only" a.I'e liswd those Cm:i0s \vir:h io:Ecuiosis ,of the cOllju,nct~va 
without otiher evidence of either trachoma o~' ·other known tY'IJe of con;unctiviti.s. These 
cases wel"e not given any treatment. ,but w,ere kept under observation throughout uhe 
year; only ,one of theBe turned out to be a case otf trachoma, while two other were 
sUibsequently diagno'sed aq d'ol1ieular conjumc11i'vitis. 
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TABLE XI 

Clinics held a.t Government Dispensaries in 1955 

------------------------------------------------~----

i No fOllnd (,qrnd t 

\'lctona I~'I I;; 
Xa!!hm 7 I~, Ii 
i'\adllr 7 2'1 Iti 
Qala .. ~I II 
Xewkoja 

.. 
±-[ 1\1 I 

~anfl:lt -l 2;) 1-4 
Ghajn-.ielem ." 13 J:2 f) 

--- ---------- ----
Total -40 27~) b\:J 

1\0. ~td! 011 

r';f!:i:-;i tr 

-Ib 
./1 
-II 
till 
:.!:\ 
iO 

i') 

207 

It alfford.s ~at;,sf[:dion to now that this real' the number ofc\1l'es from Trachoma 
(52) is mud1 highei: t[]un 1:.li3t year'"" 1(16) 'which i" perhaps explained by a better 
awareness of the benefits of propel' treatment hy tlbt' people and greater co-operation 
by the patient.s themselve.s. 

'The use of antibiotics in the tre.atment o.f Trachollla !lab proved ve,ry successful. 
Admittedly results are inwndusiye because (),r the~mall number's involved but they 
n:ay r:erha,ps ~erYe aI'S a pointer as to t,heireffica-cy if nothing more. Best result:3 
were clbtained by the use of tetracycline 'and co: hscllc; the lattel' has been found bv 
,~ome wcrlmrs t~ bean activ,atol' Clf trachoma, .but the better results o'btruined when it 
was used in con:l1nction with tetracydine clOuIc1 Ibe explained !by the assumption that 
an activated trachoma. virus is more ISlusceptihIe to 1'he adion of anti:biotics. ISuch a 
bypot-he·sis wu·s ae-cepted by t.he other memlbers ·01£ the Committee oJ t:c.achOIna eXlperti:l 
of W-orlc1 Health Organization dming the ,geeonc1 meeting hel-cl in GeneYa in 1955. 

As a result ,of OUT efforts the c1i:slea.se ha.s again 'been l:ept st,wbilised at a lo\v level, 
and continued control over the yea,rs will no doubt lead to an even happier situation. 
All the drugs u.sed were supplied free by the manufacturers a,s samples.. 

LEPROSY 
The number of leper patients notified during tlbe year was 19 of whom 12 were 

males .and 7 females. 'TableXIII. I..1ast yeaT the llumher of notmc,atiol1S was 14. It is 
c(lnsjdeled tihat this in-crease in the number of notifi.catiolls is due to the albolitllon 
,of segU'egation which was ,a great dlCterrent to patients to come forward and seek 
tr€i8.tment. 

'TJJ.er-e are at ipresent 148 ,cases orf leprosy Jmo\vn in these islands. 
ex-plaine the type of the disease. 

'l'ABL,E XLI 
MaJ.es Females 

In-patient,s :- 'Malta 30 14 
Gozo 3 

33 14 
Out-patients :- Malta 37 23 

14 17 
Gozo 5 5 

89 59 

(a) The nature of the disease in these pam cnts is a foIl011's:­
Lepromatous 40 (28 males, 12 females) 
Indeterminate 3 males 

1'otal 

44 
3 

47 
60 
31 
10 

148 

T alb J e XII 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Burnt out cases at the St. Vincent de Paul Hospital 4 <,2 males, 2 fE'males). 
(b) T.hese patients were disclurged at request and the nature of the disease is as foUows;­

J"e,promatous 48 (30 m::tles, 18 females) 
Indeterminate 11 (7 male,s, 4 females) 
Major Tuberculo:d 1 female. 

(c) 'fhese patients are suffering from the Tuberculoid torm of the disease and are all "old' 
out-patiellt,s. 

I d) Leprom'1to118 5 (2 males, 3 females); Tu bel'culoid 2 females: und Indeterminate 3 males. 
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TABLE XIII 

Age and Sex Distribution of Cases of Leprosy notified during the year 1956 

'Males Females Total 
: 

Ages 
I 

-I 
I -- 10 

I i 20 2 

2 [ 30 2 3 
3 [ 4c 5 6 

.., 4 .) 41 50 

5 l 60 2 2 

6( 70 

71 80 I 

81 90 I 

I----------J 
7 19 I 12 ! 

I I 
'J."otal 

The number of notified cases during the last ten years is given in Table XIV. 

TABLE XIV 

Cases notified during h,,,,,j and nine preceding years 

1 
19531195411935 I 1947 1948 1940 1050 1951 1952 1956 

i ' I 
--- ----- --- -------- --- -1-1- ---

i I 

I 
Males •.• I 10 I 7 10 6 4 9 I 6 I 10 ! 6 12 

li'emales ... S I 7 [ 5 () I 1 5 5 
I 

- 8 7 
I 
I 
I I I 

I i --- ------ --I--i ------
I 

I 
, 

Total 13 14 1[, 12 5 I 14 11 
I 10 14 19 .,. 

1 I 
... .. 

VENEREAL D]SEASES 

The Venere11 Diseases clinic, which i,s situated at the Central Hospital, Floriana, 
is open daily from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Medical attention is however availa.ble during the 
24homs d-ay and night and ThO fees a;re chal'ged for examination, medical a,dvice and 
treatment irreSF€dive of the nationaLity or .social ,status of the patient. The clinic 
is situated nea.r the Grand Harbour for the convenience of ;seafaring men. 

Out-patients. The numlber of new pat:ents attending for invootigation or treair­
ment in the out-patient clinic was 177 '(78 males, 99 females) while the overall attend­
ance by the new and old patients numbered 2,422 (958 males, 1,464 females), 



The fol1owing table stl1(lWS the number and tJhe di,selliSe of new patients who called 
for treatment advice ;-

l}iagno~i8 

Gononhoea acute 

GOllorrgoe't Chronic 

~un-gon()rrhoeal nret.triti~ 

Non-gonorrhoea! cervicitis 

Vulvo Vagib:t;s 

::-:yphilis prrll'ttal 

SyphihlJ early 

~) philis la te ... 

Syphilis Ob'Bl'Ylltioll 

IhbLuitis 

Verrucae A.:lUlUlnai,w 

'Po tal 

:\fale~ Femnips 

-------------

1-1 

() 

7 

15 

Hi 

-I 

I" .j 

1-1 

18 

-! 

\I 

;3 

i8 

:.W 

Ten foreign seamen attended for trea,tmellt durjng this year. 

1'obl 

.- -----~-

~I 

IS 

1·+ 

18 

-1 

1;, 

10 

'lB 

gil 

-I 

-i 

Most O'f the patients came of their own h'ee will Sm' ohservation or treatment. This 
ha,s ,beei~made'·p~&sj;ble· thiough'"£hepopularity of antibiotics. The ,Gynaec(llogical 
Department of the general hospital ula;s: a180 heen .l'E'lspon€i'ble for the remittance to 
0111' climc of a, fair number of patients. 

In-patients. 8 p,atielits were admitt.e,d (2 mallE'S and 6 :female.::;). 

T1he following is the cla,ssi,fica,ti,on 1)Ii' the ,patients a,dmitted to hospital;-

Diagnosis i\oIalc,~ Femalp;3 Total 

----.------------------~ -~ -" --------,---- -----,-----------
Gonorrhoea A<;ute 

Gonorrhoea Chrolliu' 

Syphilis lat~ ... 

1 

2 

2 

.J 

2 

.) Ohsel'vation for V.Il.qlater diagnosed not cases) 

-Total 
-------"- --------- ----------

8 

1"UHERUULO,SllS 

, Cd.nvact 'Clinic: During the yea,l' und·er Ireview a, total of 9,317 persons attended 
the 'Ch.16St dinicdbrmedical ,examination. Of this numlber no fewer than 1,002 were 
contadsofnewly hoWied cases of ;pulmonary and extm-pulmonary tube,rc,ulos:i:s. IS even­
teoo:-d£:, the€8 clOnta.cts, all of them adults, were .found tlO {be case;s with lung looions in 
the varioUis sJag.es oithedisealse from active to staible quioocence. In a j'e(W others "the 
pllimonary process was definitely arl'elsted. Four children of contact .families between 
the.] ages-otf'one .and fourteen years had already developed intra-thora!cic tube..rculosis 
with,primary oompl6IX.<H' hilary adenitis. In fLU foUl' case;s tlle disease wa,s still active 
while seveial oth.ers on eXaminaltion 'Were founel wiMl hea.Ied prima.:ry le,sions. These 
latter cases will be kept under constant oibservation at .the ('best clinic ,for a period of 
at least five ye;1rs. 



All the families of c'ontacts ill need o£ extra nourishment were recommended to 
the Medical Assi,stance Hoard £'01' financi~1.he1p and during la.st year ,a total of 741 
familie.s were receiving the O.IvI.1\. (Ont-dcor Medical l1elief). Cud liver oil and 
bali:but capsules containing 'vitamins A and D together wi,th extract of malt for children 
ande·r ten years of age welle freely pmscrilbec1 at tdle chest dinic. 

During the year, 2,285 pmsFective 'emigrants hac1 their chest X-rayed and thirteen 
'If ,t.hese Were referred to the cLn:c with .su"'pectec1 lung lesions fo.r further medical 
2nvestigations. Nine were found 'wit,h adive disease while in the l1emaining four the 
dj,s.ea"e waB c,onside.rec1 to be arrestec1. 'Ihe newly .discovered cases were advised to 
call at the out-patient clin1c .for Ispeciific treatment. 

A total of 1,735 newly appointed tea.chers welle examined during the year of 
whom two were cHsoovered to Ibe suffering from Pulmonary Tb in ·an active stalte:. 

It ha-s now 'become an e6tablished rule to submit for che6t X-Ray investigation 
all the new government employees, as ,also chirdl'en before their admiss~on a,s boarders 
into .private or government in6titutions. Durillg the y,ear under review 311 policemen, 
74 hosipital attendant€ and 42 children were reJened to the clinic for a ,routine ooest 
examination. Vide Ta,ble XXXI. 

A new feature of activity in the control seotion of our tu'bel"C'ulo,sis service during 
the year was the mass chest radiography survey for all the teachers serving in the 
Government Primary and SecondaTySchools. lOut af 1,256 persons thus examined six 
were found to be llarcouring the d:€e,as€ in the activ,e (Stalge while 167 had minimal 
scarrings in the lungs but after more detailed cEnical investigations, the lattar were 
declared free from the disease. These person., were hOiWeveT all kept under ohserva­
tion with periodical dl€ck-up examination Ion a long-,term basi:s which varies from 
sax montha to ·two yeans acco'l'ding ,to .the nature and extent of the former 1esioll8 in 
each Iparticular case. 

Home Visiting. 2,107 ,boases in ,connection with 'T.B. cases during the year were 
visited by the Sanitary In€pectors attached to t.he tulberculosis Secti,on and almost. all 
tJle contact families called at the Chest Clinic for a. me,ij,cal check-Iup. Many membem 
of these families were also eager to get advice ·on the prophylactic me,thods in use 
ro prevent further spread .0£ the diseas,e. 

81 premises were inspected jn connection with appEcation for ,better housing ac­
commodat:on by famiLes Or contacts of Tb patients. All the deserving cases were re­
commended fOT a change of premises. Thanks to the 10o-operation of the Housing 
Department no le.ss than twenty T.B. fnmilies were re-housed in more spacious, wel1-
ai..t'ed and o<;tter-lighted .sul'l'oundings. 

B.O.G. '"Ihe nnmber of pers,ans who volunteered for tuberculin testing reached 
the l,igh figure of 5,812. Of the tests that were rea,d 1,752 were positive and .3,418 were 
negative reactors. 3,374 received the E.C.G. Vaccine. Tab:e XXX. 

111 oriaZity Rate. Durin.g the year 34 deaths tLrom pulmonary tuberculosis were 
recoroed for both isLands; this lis only five les's than the Iprevious yea.r. It 'is rather 
interEsting to observe the mortality ratte of the last five ye.ars becalliSe the fi.gureshave 
remained mare or less stationary to an average level of 30-40 per year. By compa,ring 
the .lbove figures with the previous ,five years ,(1947-1951) when the yearly decline in 
the mortality rate was very rapid, one can conclude that the downward trend of 
the (leath-J'ate is ,sla,ckening ·down and it may be tllat it is tending to stabilize a~t the 
a'bove level for the next few years. Vide Table XIX. 

Tihis phenomena may :be due to the .fact thu,t the maximum benefit from the 
specific antibiotic ther.apy available has aheady Ibeen reached and very pmbaibly the 
present average of yearly deaths will remain more or less Istationary until some more 
potent drug 0,1' other drama,tic improvement in the metlwds oJ treatment ,comes into 
use, it i€ hClped, in the not t·oo distant fut·ure .. Anot.her important fact worth mention­
ing is the c·onstant dedine in the num'ber of deaths in the y,oung age gromps (20-35) 
which ha,s been maintained during the last five y,ears. More and more y,oubhful lives 
are now being saved every year; until a few years ,back th:s. class regi,stered the highest 
pe.rcentage .in the ;rnOJ:tality rate among1St the,tuberculo,us .patients in ,these islands. 
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TABLE XV 

Number of Pulmonary Tuberculosis Cases by Locality, Sex and Age .Group at 
Time Of Notification 

I ! ... 
,., 

, .. :2 

3 
I •• 

, , ,. 

:2 

2 

2I 24 

2 3 
z 5 

11 15 

:1 

I 

9 8 
z 3 
4 Xl. 

I ! I 

I 2 

4 

,4 
1 

S 
56 

4 
1 

5 
6 

31 

13 
r 

21 

7 
34 
13 
6 

9 
6 

2 

z 
13 

:> 
.24 
6 
9 

3 
I 

10 
:2 

2 

8 
4 

:!6 
22 
II 

3 

3 
7 
2 

3 

7 
:> 

20 
8 

14 

I 

I 

9 
28 
3 
1 

3 
2 

13 

2 

2 

3 
7 
8 
7 

2 

13 
3 
6 

2 

IS 
4 
8 

4 

.~ I, 
12 17 

2 4 
:2 

:2 

3 7 

3 

3 ". 
2 

5 7 
5 10 
4 6 

7 

, 
2 

6 
il 

1 4 1 
I I 

4 
6 
2 

1 

IZ 3 3 
2 2 

3 3 '\ 

2 :I 3 

z 

5 3 5 
9 6 5 

z 
6 :; 

J 2 :2 

... 
4 :2 4 
6 3 3 
2 3 :I 

3 

43 
l:t 
20 

7 
11,0 

313 
11 

/} 

'1 .) 

JI 
IH 

9 

32 

<) 
I 

5 I 14 6 14 3 :2 5' 

~ 'f, I I ~ ~ z 6 2 ~:) 
3 4 10 4 2 I 2 I 2<; 

23 19 42 130 28 IS I3 7 JO 2. 3 203 
6 4 12 8 8 8 [2 J 1 3 I 66 

3[ 33 61 45 28 18' 17 7 IS 5 5 5 275 

I.. :~ ~ 3~ I! \ I ~ ~ ~8~ I 4 ~ ~ I 2 : I ~~ 
I I 10 I 7 t4 8 S I Z 2 i .) I I 71 

5 8 6 Z 2 I I 2 i I 3 I I ]0 

Total Malta II 8 60 l:<S 386_i~07 ~1~24Ii~~_J~~' 1751791111715:; 48 1912~,!9 

San 1Lawren. 
ViCtorill 
Qal1l1' 
Nadur .... 
Mgarr 
( 'liasri '" 
Kercem ... 
Gharr '" 
GiI~jnsieletll 
~ann"t . 
Xagnr ... , .. 
Xewkih 
Zd)bu~ ". 

I I I: I I 
I I I' I 
I I I ': 

i I I I 

:~! 2 ~ ~ "3 i ~ ~ ~'2 
4! ~ :2 6 .~ 1::!:2 :2 

I I I 
.. ,I I I I I ". i I '" ' •• 

. , ··1 ') 11114 I I ~ .. 4 

2 

... ···1 ~: ... I_I~lji 1_ J~~ ~~. ~~i __ ' 

Total Gazo I'" I... I I I I 14 ,II 20 24 9 'I 8 II I 9 8 'I' (j --1-- -- - - - - - - - -!---
! I ! I I " I I I 

Total both Islands II II I 816! I 86 400 !3 18 1476 348 1334 14811861 g8 1125 65 
, I" I 
Iii 

I I . I I 

I! 
Z 

i 
I I 

2 

J 

3 
104 
3 
-I 

i 14 1 _ 

, ) 
__ 1 ___ _ 

I 2 41 128 [----1---
I 50 %3 I 2,7 2 7 

\ ! 



TABLE XVI 

Distribution of New Oases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis by District. 

:VIA_LTA :---

.\tt"nl 
Balzan 
B'kara 
B'buga 
CospiclI" 
!)ingli 
FloJiana 
Gliar~lim 
GtJaxaq 
Guclja 
Giira 
HamrunfPieta 
Kalkara 
Kirkoll 
Lija .:. 
Luqa 
Mansa 
Mel~ie1ia 

Mg.rr 
\tl"5t(1 
\lqabb;t 
Msidn 
Nuxx;!r 
I awla 
Qormi 
Qrenoi 
l.:.abat 
Sali 
,t. 1 uliau's ... 
St. -Paul's Bay 
Senglea 

iggiewi 
Sliell:a 
Tarxien 
Valletta 
Vit'oY'osa 
"abbar'M'Sbla 
tebbug 
Zejtuul}!'Xlok k 
Zmri~q 

COZO ;--

Victoria 
( ;najnsielelll 
Gtllrb 
Gnasri 
Kercem 
1\far>alforn 
Mgarr 
Nadur 
Qala ... 
San Lawrenz; 
:,annnt 
Xaglira 
Xewkija 
,"ebbug 

District 

Total Mlllta 

Total G01.O 

Total hoth Islands 

I Mol" 

1------
! 

6 

4 

2 

I .. 
S 

s 

.> 

2 

4 
6 

2 

3 

-' 
4-
5 
-' 
2 

2 

97 

2 

5 

J------
! 

[02 

, 1 

1. __ ._. ~~mnle~ __ 

I 
I 

I 

3 

5 

3 

2 

6 

4 

[ 

2 

2 

2 

2 

53 

2 

6 

59 

Totn] 

10 

7 

-' 
l 

:> 
I 

4 
J 3 

1 

.3 
I 

II 

4 

10 

7 

3 

7 

2 

4 
Iv 

5 
6 

5 
6 
9 

3 

4 
2 

If 

161 
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InGid,ence of new cases of 

0 5 year, 
() I (J 

, 1 ;'0 

:2[ 30 

3 1 _\0 

41 :;0 
, I ()o 

6r ;0 ,IUd over 

-rutnl 
--- I 

-') 

I 

Total 

2-1 

I ~) 

1<) 

161 

TABLE XVllI 
Incidence of new cases of 

Janu~ry 
Fel .. uor} 
.\1 arch 
Apri) 
~laj 
rnne 
July 
August 
::;ep!emh~r 
<J !tober ... 
:-Jovell,ber 
December 

.I ,'unary 
I e!>luarv 
March' 
April 
:Vlay 
June 
July 

o 
6 

\1 

21 

31 

.p 
51 
61 

t\ l1g:Ubt 

Septembe[ 
Octol,er 
NOvember 
Decelilber 

~l()nlhs 

:.! 

10 

II 

1'0[;11 102 

TABLE 
Mortality by age periods from 

.\ge P •. :fltH.1S 

------------------ I 

5 year, 
10 

20 

30 

40 

50 
60 
70 :111d 0\ er 

Total 

TABLE XX 
Mortality by month from 

Mouths 

Total 

illales 

2 

3 
5 
2 

2 

3 

.) 
I 

.' 

! 

(Q 

., 
" ') 

by month 

TOLd 

In 
1(; 

---- I----------··-~ 

Tuberculosis 

Females 

2 

-I 
-+ 
7 
2 

2 

.) 

4 
2 

3 

<) 3+ 
1 .. __ - ____ . __ . ____ _ 



TABLE XXI' 

Analysis of Cases and Deaths from Pu1monary Tuberculosis 

Estimated 
Cases 

Case-ril~e Death-rate 
Yea.r i Population per 1000 No. of Deaths . per 1000 

I at end of yea~ NotIfied PopulatlOo I Poflltlation I 
I 

---_.! .-------- -.~.-~---- --~~--.--- -- .-:-t'~.rr_---. 

I 

ISl47 3U 3·99S 220 0.7 2 It') I . ·O·S2 

194 8 30S,99[ 202 0.66 104 .... ,0·34 
19~9 3 I O,9SS 228 0·73 ';7 '0.3 [ 
(951) 3 I f /.),3 :~os \l.66 So, 0"-._; 

195 1 312,-1~6 171 0·54 0.'; '0.21 
[95 2 3 16,61 9 '46 0 . .16 34 0,0<) 

1953 3 17. 2 48 177 0·55 39 0.12 

1954 3 19·7 87 157 04 8 3t ) 0,1 I 

1955 3 14·3()() ql ° 45 [I '0.13 

1956 .:; 14,0f,6 I () I D.S 1 ';4 0.10 

TABLE XXII 

Monthly notification of Pulmonary Tuberculosis 

_ . __ ~~_ Jail. i F~~:~~arCh; AP~~I Mav 1 June I~~.' All:' sePLtl._oct. I\:~~!D:._II 
j l I!' < • , 

um .... 14 ! 17 I 14 21: ~3 i 24 t 28 17 22 10 10 I '20 
1948 15 : 10 : 17 18' 15 II 17 I 27 18 20! 13 19 15 
\9-19 1G 10 i 18 20 2Q 12 I 2'2 27 I 27 I 16 17 f 20 
1950 9 20' 17 Hi: 1H I 17 I 22 ao 14 'I 20 16 12 
]951 15 12 19 13! 14 : 10 17 l\) 16 It 1\1 '1 
1952 (j W 14 8 8 I 1--1 24 13 11 I 14 11 ':' 10 
195H 17 18 10 II 16 I' 8 19 27 17,::2 8 \) 
19ii4 ,9!) 15 9 ]~~ 13 14 10 H i 18 :lO -19 
Hl55 I~ 15 \i:I 13 9 U 11 14 11 14 15 n S 
!971() 18]0 18 10 10 16 12 16 20 10 13 8 

I 

TABLE X2Ull 

An analysis of the sources of notification of new cases 

Frolll Hospitals 

FnH" Pril'ate Pr.lctitiolwrs 

Fn1l11 Clwst Clinic 

From I-L:'II's Sl'rvice~ 

,('S! ., 

·1') 

9 

Tot,.,J 

~~u 
204 
22S 
2Q.>--
172 
146 
177 
157 
141 
161 



~ABJjEXXIV 

Synopsis .. of occupations of cases of Pulmonary Tubercu:osis 1956 

Barbers 

Carpenters 

C1erks 

Draughtffinen 

Drivers 

Factoryemployee's 

F,armers 

Fi,shermen 

Foodhandlern 

HalWkers 

Housewive6 

Laloourers 

Members of .H.M. Fo.rces 

Merchants 

IMessengers 

Minj,stern of Religio'II and N um 

Nurses 

Pensioners 

Plasterers .and Painters 

Plum'bersand Electricians 

S€lamstn8s,ses 

Shipwrights 

Shopkeepers 

Stone-dressers 

Stooents 

Teachers 

Unemployed 

Stoikers 

Policemen 

Total 

1 

2 

4 

1 

4 

2 

5 

5 

5 

1 

41 

28 

:6 

3 

1 

3 

l' 

6 

3 

3 

1 

9 

3 

3 

5 

8 

6 

1 

4 

161 



TABLE XX,' 

Attendance at Contac~' Olinic during 1956 

MALES I FE~IALES 
. - - .. ---... -.---.-..... 1 ______ -1 

Januarv 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

-- -_._-_ .. _-_., 

Total 
Grand Total 

TABLE XXVI 

285 
356 
374 
281 
465 
39-1 
644 
2iH 
265 
344 
410 
5~O 

4,574 

2~1 
:!25 
305 
297 
541 
468 
42~ 
:!.j2 
315 
533 
544-
649 

4,743 
9,317 

Number of Cases of Non-Respiratory and Non-Intrathoratic Tuberculosis during 1956 

Tuberculosis of the IMeninges a·nd C.N ,:S. 
Tuberculosis of tme Int:estines,Peritoneum and Me,senteric Glands 
Tuberculosis od' the Bones and Jo,ilIlts 
Tuberculosis 01 the Vertoonal 'Column 
Tuberculosis of the Lymphatic System 
Tuberculosis of the Genito-U rina,ry ,system 
'TuJberculosj,s of the Pleura. 
TuJberculosis of the Primary Complexes 
Tuberculosis of the Eyes 

Total 

TABIJE XX V 11 

Home visiting - Environmental Figures 

Size of fallJiiies 
visited 

3 familie, of 1 persou 

22 fam'1ie~ of 2 persous 

II familie; of 3 persons 

22 families of 4 persons 

2Z families of 5 persons 

Size of horne 
visited 

10 houses of 1 room 
, 

50 2 rooms I 

40 " 3 

33 " 4 

12 
" 5 

14 lamilie, (·f 6 persons 10 fi 

J 8 families ··f 7 persons 
" 7 

IS fa milies of 8 persons 8 

16 f,"nilies of 9 pers,)IJs 2 9 

g fnmilits of IO persons 2 10 
" 

7 families ot II persons 2 II 

2 familie, of I z persons 2 12 

I fami! y of 13 persons [ house " 18 

Room 
accommod:\tio . 

l(~ patients have 
their own roOll! 

78 p:ttients have 
no room 

of their cwm 

Red 
accommodation 

102 patients have i 
their own bed ' 

59 patients have 
no bed 

of their own 

2 

2 
3 
3 
5 
4 
7 
'I 

27 

Sanitation 

154 clean 
(95 '65% ) 

9 dirty 
(4'35°'0) 



'lstrict 

-----------

Atlald ." 
Balzan 
flirkirkara 
Birzcbbug,a 
Co'piclla 
Dingli , .. 
Floriana 
~!largh Ir 
(xn3xaq ... 
Gudja , .. 
Giira 
H,<lllrun 
Kalkara 
1( .• rko[> ... 
Llja 
Lu'~a 

, Marsa 
MelJleha 
N!g~lT 
Mosta ... 
:'vlqablJ.l 
Msida 
Naxxar ". 
J>awla 
(2onni 
Qrencli 
Rab;tl 
Sari 
St Julian's 
St. Paul's Bay 
Sengle;'c 
Siggie\vi 
Sltema ,. 
Tarxien 
Valletta 
VillOI iosa 

:\1 ALTA 

"abbar & l\I'Skala ... 
l:ebbug '" 
Zl'jtul1 & NI'Xlokk ... 
Zurricq .. . .. 

T"tal 

(;hajnsieiem 
Gharb , .. 
Ghasri ... 
Kercem 
Mgarr 
Nadul' 
QaJa 
Rabat ... 
San Lawrenz 
Sannat '" 
Xaghra ... 
=1Cewkija 
Zebbug 

Total 

GOZO 

Total both Islands 

'r ABIJE XXVIII 

Home visits 

5 3 
3 .. 

10 i 12 

2 4 
61 

2 

3 4 
X 6 

4 2 

6 9 

7 t> 

6 4 

I? 15 
'3 10 

4 3 
6 10 

9 4 
3 2 

[ 2 

16 20 

6 
12 10 

.2 2 

5 12 

3 6 
3 3 

:2 

2 

s 

2 

fO 

[ 

3 

I 

11 

3 

II 
T' ) 

3 
'0 

10 

I 

4 

6 
.1 
2 

13 
2 

3 2 
7 

10 

9 
2 

15 
I 

10 

2 ! 

2 

.•• ! 

I 
2 

3 
/ 

3 
4 

3 
2 

9 16 
8 

5 

-~ 3 1 7 

5 2 

3 j :.1 

2 
2 

2 

I 

4 
7 

S 
9 

7 

I! J 

[! 4 
-4 3 
6 6 

-I i 
r2 

2 

., 
I 

10 

5 

10 14 I 16 15 13 
10 162 I' 10 1.) (J 

15 20 I I 1(, 

1 1 ~ I ~ ! ': 
221 53

1
4 

6 6 6 4 

3 
2 

2 

4 1 

10 

3 
3 

1 I 
10 

6 

.. i 
1 

6 
12 

I ' 

3 :; 
3 
2 5 
I' .>f 

I I 

16 

10 

I 

7 
2 

6 

9 
6 

12 

3 
12 10 

!O 15 
II 17 

:2 3 
6 9 
3 i 

-+! ) 

-------1'-
~~_ 1731~=- 157 .15

6 [73 187 

2 

2 3 3 

i 

I I 
2 1 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

... 
OJ 

,.. ..0 
Q,) E 

..0 Q,) B > 
u 0 
o z 
-1-' 

! 
:; I 
1 2 

2 I 

6 I 

3 -+ 
I 2 
6 

2 

i\ 
I 

2 

5 
1 

I 

9 

9 

10 

/8 
6 

Ii 

6 

2 

7 

;) 

:2 
10 

3 
3 

19 
10 

12 

6 38 
:2 25 
5 73 

2 I 30 

I 12 

I i 

If) 
2 

q 
9 

40 

75 
II 

IO 

H) 

16 
8 91 

••• ! 9 
4 

5c i 68 
4 i :22 
4 63 
2 IS 
9'! 10 7 

(6'! 160 

2 46 
'8 119 

3 2, ,,8,: 79 
2 4 3 31 

3 -+ 3 26 
3 ) 4 35 

'3 15 12 172 
10 10 8 12, 

6 9 IS J4~ 
4 3 30 

5 7 5 88 
4 3 3 42 
6 4 3 ~~ 

__ ~_~_I I~_ 
171 172 160 IZ()04 

2 

3 

... i 

3 
6 

2 

7 

11 

2 

) 

4 
12 

40 

I 

2 2 SI 
i... 4 3 2 2 II 

,. I I I 2 1 1 5 

~, 10
1-;1 8-1-;-; -~-i 9 i ~I ;-: 10 TZ.~ 103 

167 :'75/161 /I8! ;'85 16511651,771194 iISI 184 1172 12107 
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TABLE XXIX 

Results of B.C.G. Vaccinations in Malta & Gozo during 1956 

DISfRICT 

Nadur (GoZOj 

'l-igarr (Malta) 

St. Paul's B&y 

'\iqabba 

Floriana 

Cospicu~ 

Sehglea 

Kalka!,a 

LUCIa 

Ghurghur ... 

Stella Maris College 

Sl. Mlchnel School 

Capna Palace 

Sl. Joseph Iuatitute (ZalJhar) 

TOTAl. 

Both Totale ... 

ADRENALlN·PIRQUET 

336 

208 

170 

108 

TUBERCULIN TESTING 

PO!,ITIVE NEG\T1VFI NOT· READ 

-~.~-\~-~­ _F I~~\:---F' 
349 I2l I 166 

317 liS' 

447 I r 3 

224 

223 19: 54 , 

197 

110 120 

ill 82 

) 57 : 161 

2.;91 1 ' -) 

101 

II i 

154 151: 2$ 2I 

94 I 126, 49: 43 
1 

109 

205 I 

I , 
1~:2 i 

I 
262 

13 ! 14 I 

27 

209' 73 74 i 149: 127 

257 

14·5 

"I ) 

II 

35 

129 <)2 

94 

II4 

117 

16: 14 

, 
,J 

17 

12 

n.C.G. V.\CC!NATLl:\, 

M F 

7S 80 

157 

!NOT,GIVE:" 
i 
i--··----
, 1\1 I F 

5 2 

320 i ,) 

2 0 5 

J I' ,) 

J J 5 

5 i 3 

3 ! I 

3 

66 6 - I 9':1 

_I 14 i 
i 

7 113 

4.1 -I g i 35 I" 
1~~8081~~-;;:;:-1 789 I-;~ ~·.;;8;;-!~;·;~:-339 -;03\1,663il'7!l : __ I;-II-~;-
--1-- I--I--I--I~ ---,------1--· ---
, : I I 

I I 1 

5,812 3.374 I 1,75 2 I 3,4 1::: 6'12 

-------------~------~------~------~----~---------------



lo"6 
" ) 

1955 

1:':;<-1 

tl)V'" ,.) ) 

19S2 

f9S 1 

1~15° 

19·,9 

1948 

'947 

1 ~q() 

r SI ~.~ 

f() ~ .. 

Jt)·13 

I').p 

I (}"t I 

IC!4 0 

1939 

f93S 

1937 

1936 

1935 

: <43-1 

[1)33 

'93 2 

19.~ I 

19~O 

!y2~)-25 

f 924-:;:0 

1919- 15 

'914-10 

1)0 9-0 5 

1904-00 

Result of B.C.G. Vaccination in Malta by Yea.r of Birth 

Tested 

-' 
34 

I ~() 
.) 

1.53 

! 53 

~n9 

5 Hi 

(1,)5 

647 

597 

(,60 

S~ I 

SlO 

3.1 2 

175 

10) 

IJl 

.. 6 

3~ 

23 

~) 

I :~ 

10 

It) 

II 

) 

12 

42 

25 

X 

2 

I 

j'f);-.itive 

\1 

1 ' ., 

3 I 

66 

116 

15 2 

2 3~) 

S7 

'1 ., 
21 

1:2 

() 

5 

5 

2 

27 

107 

401 

373 

2b):; 

43 

14 

5 

3 

3 

j 2 

-"---- ---_. -- -- ----~---I---------

Tntal 5,812 

i 
3,·pS 

Vaccinated 

27 

100 

12! 

2b{) 

12 

5 

7 

3 

4 

2 

3 

II 



X~Ray Examination of persons prior to their employment in Government Service 
or t.o their admission into p,rivate instlitutions 

PeI1sons joining Religious Ordlers;-

,a) ,Priests and Monks 
b) Nuns 

Oivil Defence Volunteers 
Admission.s of children into ins'tiJtutions 

Employees in;-

a) E,ducation Department 
b) Public Works Department 
c)' Milk ,Marketing U nderta,klnlg' 

Teachers 
Police Constaibles 
Doctors 
Sanitary Inspect)(ws 
Nurses and Hospi,tal Attendants 

III. OHILD HEALTH SERVICE 

6 

6 

10 
42 

80 
2 

11 

1,735 
311 
14 
29 
74 

2,320 

45 

Once again the Infant Mortality rate at ·12.65 is the 10lWest ever. All t.he figures 
show considerable improvement ;from whichteV'er a.ngle one loob at them. Togethffi" 
with tib.i,s goes the faot that there has been ,an ,expansion in the Child Health Clinics 
to include every pa,rtof the Island. 'I'his'.aipproach af ge'tt,ing to the mother and repeated 
methodic teaching is ensuring that alt last .parents me 'beginning to realize the im­
portance oj' correct clothing, feeding ,and also dealil1g -wiIJh t.oddle,l's. 'The modem 
concept that children IShould .be un0erstood and guided but not ,bullied about is also 
beginning ,to ,be understood. 

However notwithstanding all this when 011e ,':lcrutinizes the ca,uses of the Infant 
Mortality and especially the neo-natal mortality onecarrmot ,'but be impressed wi,th the 
amount 0& birth tmuma that is till existant. This is iUDther confirmed :by a small 
study undertaken in the last 8 months, when all the .Ellbs ,palsies for the said period 
were collected. /l'here were .48 ca·ses ,and some 0& ,them ·severe enough tiO offer no 
hope 0'£ recovery. Only a very small perce.ntage oJ tJlese ·were :born in hospit.al, the 
bulk were delivered at home by the private practitioners or by the midwife unaided by 
a doctor. 'Ihis f,act <emphasizes the need df more fully-qualiified midwives in the 
ISlland. 

Analysis qf the ne,o-nalta;l de.atbs ,s:llO'wS tJ1.at out of 213 ,bau)ies dying in the first 
4 weeks 00£ .life, no .less than 169 died! in the first weelk a,nd 121 of these in the first 
24 hours. 90 of these ,deaths wem actually listed undler birth injuries and post-natal 
asphyxia ,and atelectasis. JIhe m.ex,t big group .is 53 listed under congenital debility and 
pre-maturity which supports further the. need rorbetter obstetrics and more care of 
the neonate particularly the (prem-a,ture. 

IJt is g.ratifying to Siee that enteritis though still among us is losing its importance 
asa major qmse od' death. Despite the poor honsing ,and hy.gienic conditions, .and lack 
of proper educaltion in the care af infants by many mothers, only 52 c,ases are listed 
as dying from enteritis in the !first 12 months OIf life. Even then it is probably nearer 
the truth that a good number of these 52 cases were only labelled enteritis for lack of 
a ;better diagnosis as fa,ra'S death certi&ication i'8 concerned. 
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The Cliilr1 Health Ofliecr has iJcel1 running fur til{' lu,~t t,\\"o .\'e.u.!.·s, <1 \\",:11 buby 
clinic at St. IJuke's Hos.pital., [OJ' the bahies horn in the maternity section. The 
attendance ~s excellent and the result::; are elX,t.remely gnHifyiJng. In this clinic, mothers 
are -constantly taught a1bout the impOlJtance of /)]I(OllC\t-feedingand 00rrect hygienic 
mtlthods. 

The same appi'oach is being adopted in the Out-patient depa.rtment of the 8'1me 
hospital and mot.lW1'6 are ·alw.ay", dr;1ier1 'as to the aclnlJlta.ges I(If keeIpilJJg their balbies 
at home and to consent tu ar1mi~"ion in hOElpital .oulyas a last resort. VVIC :a.re now 
beginning to reach a sta.ge already .achieved by more progressive countries, wherein all 
children, including the surgical ones, (',hould be gnouped in one Paediatric Department. 

The total number of live !Jil'th.s for the year 1956 \V.a::, 8A:18 af whi·ch 4,414 were 
malp'/3 and tJhe remainil1g ·1:,004 rfemal,t's. 'J,be 11inh mte w,a" 2fi.80. 

'The total nu.m'hel' od' still rbil1tl1s was. 188 - a. decrease of 12 from last yea.r's 
figures; the rate .for this .year being 2.18 as compared with 2.28 oj' last year. 

Year 

'DABLE xxxn 
Age distribution of deaths in children u:uder 5 years 

Under 1 month Under 1 venl' incluciinlr 
1 month 

Over] vear 
nr>der 5 )'ear" 

---- - (--,.,----- .--,---- - •• ~---.-----" .~-------~-- ---- r 

10M 
lo:i5 
1956 

298 602 
218 385 
213 3n9 

rrABLE LUIIl 

Age distribution of Neonatal Deaths 

under 2 wpeks llnl!er 3 weekI" 
Over H week. 

under 4, weeks , 
Total Yur' Under 1 week love' 1 week II OYf'f 2 week" 

---\-----------1----- ------
19[16 I we I 1'') I 16 

--------- ·-t-~----

Oauses of Neonatal Deaths 

1. Asphyxi,a, .1Hld Atelectasis 

2. Birth injuries 
3. Congenital 'Ma1formations : 

[1) Congenital Hea11t 
b) Spina. bifida 
c) Unspecified 

.1. HI-defined disease peculia.I" to earrly life (prematllrity --

1:-\ 

59 
35 

26 

mar.asmus ~ congenit,al clelbility) 65 
5. Enteritis '" 10 

Inte.stinal obstruction 2 
6. BmncopneumoniaB amI Pneumonias _.. 0 

Bronchitis 1 

7. N on meningococcal mening:tis :2 
8. Haemolytic disea,ee 0 
9. Miscellaneous 7 

313 



Call~(, of llenth 

TABLE XXXV 

Neonatal Deaths 

47 

4 Tot;!1 
anu under, IInd,.,r Gnder 

1 d~,y 3 day,; 
, 7 (lays ' I week 

' .. _---, 
Non.meningococcal Hle]lillf!itj~ 
lnt€stinal ohstn:ctioll and hemin .. 
Spina blfida and menillgocele ". 
Congenital malformatiolls of the cir- , 

culat.orvsv;;tem ... '" I 

Alj"other cOllgenitt11 11111lronm\tions I 
BlIth I) juri,,;; '" ... I 
Postllatal aRphvxia nlld atelectasis i 
Diarrhoea of Newborn ... 
Haemolvtic dil'ease ot lIewbol'll 
01 her infpctiolls of newborn 
III definpd diseases peculiar to I'ady , 

illfallc.\' .inc! immlltul'i(\' unqualified ... ' 

.J 

" .. 
2 

31 
38 

!30 

" " 
.) 

'7 :2 .~~ 
oJ 

.) 

to ;) H 
---

Over 1 month 
ullder 3 months 

51 

lOH 113 1:2 

T"ABLE XXXv"I 

Infant deaths between 1 and 12 months 

Over 3 months 
uuder fi months 

Over 6 months 
under 9 month~ 

(h'er \) mOllths 
tlllder 12 Illonths 

--- --_. --_._--- ---._-.. -----
40 1.·1 

TABLE XXXVII 

14 

Causes of death between the age of 1 mon;;h to 1 year 

1. Alimentary 53 
Gas:tro-ente,ritis 52 
Cirrhosis of liver rt 

2. Respiratory 33 
Lo'bar pneumonia 5 
Broncho-pnenmoni,a 19 
Bronchitis ~) 

3. Other infections ;3 
Congenital syphilhs 1 
Leishmaniasis ], 
Septicaemia 1 

4. Congenital Ma1formation& 26 
Congenital Hea,rt disease 11 
Spina Bifida 7 
Unspecified Congenital HeaDt 8 

5. III defined diseases pecul;a,ir to ea.rliy inJ'al1cy (macrasmus, 
oorn.genita.I dEfuility) 17 

6. Miscellaneous 
7. Atelectasis 
8. Birt,h injuries 
9. Accidents 

Tota.l 

7 

2 
2 
3 

146 

.J 

7 

.l 

I 
H~) 
r,~) 

1 
4 
.) 

:)0 
----~- .. 

16\) 

Total 

14n 

Children above 1 year and under 5 yeo1'8. The total number of cbildren under 5 
yearsbnt a/bove 1 year was 4\1 a decre;ase of 7 over la.st ye:a.r's figures. 
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TABL.E XXXVIII 

Distribution of deaths by ages between 1 and 5 years 

Over I j:f'o.l' 

under 2 ye<lrs 

27 

Uvet' 2 veal'S 
ullder 3 years 

13 

On,r 3 years 
under 4 years 

TABLE XXXIX 

Over 4 years 
under 5 ye.,fs 

Causes of death between 1 and 5 years 

1 Infections 
IMeningococcal infections 
Diphtheria 
Infectious hepatitis 
Pneumonia 
B. pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
~1lllrine Typhus 
Gastro enteritis 

2. Congenital Malformations 
Congenital Heal1t Disease 
Spina Bifida 
Other congenital malformations, .. 

3. Neop1a.sms 
4. Accidents 
5. Miscellaneous 

TABLE XJ~ 

'1 
6 
1 
4 
4 
3 
1 

10 

Childrenfs Department st. Luke's Hospital 

Total 

-Ill 

30 

11 

1 
2 

5 

Year Out-pat.ients ("Jew Cases) In-patitlnts (Anmis··ions) 
-------------!----------_.-

W47 .. . 
1948 .. . 
]9-19 .. . 
1950 .. . 
1\;51 .. . 
1952 .. . 
HJ5:J ... 
1904 ... 
11)50 .. 
lOC)o .. , 

i 
i 

Go5 
757 
8S0 
950 

1,603 
1,122 
1,052 
1,257 
1,~08 
1,126 

314 
5flo 
692 
7r3 
919 
004 

1,112 
l.i323 
1.273 

Follow up cases in the Chi':dren's Out Patient Department ran lip to 3995. 

Ye~r 

1948 .. , 
Hl-l9 .. . 
1\1;)0 .. . 
W5t .. . 
1!l52 .. . 
1953 ... 
l\)r)~ .. . 
1fl5;) .. . 
1\):,\~ .. 

'rABL}J~ XLI 

HOme visits by Health Visitors 

8,685 
7,988 
7,4~)7 
7,1:')U 
7,012 
fi.7H7 
4,Bl:2 
4. (i7 
8,484 

SlIhSt'ljllellt. Vi...;it,; 

2-1.802 
~LD:)U 
:31.\JW) 
')1 1" I 
In:G5fJ 
18.D81 
n.\)O:i 
14,211 
23,700 

Total 

,3 ',-187 
2!),l):i8 
29-122 
2FJ;2.-;7 
~li,()71 

2\778 
18,211 
18,1378 
52.184 



1937 
193 8 
1939 
[940 

194[ 
1942 

[943 
1914 
19~5 

19-1-1) 
[947 
[948 
1<)49 
195'-) 
195[ 
1952 
[953 
[954-
1955 
1956 

Year I , January ,February 
, I 

! 
--I '----

14S· 2 9 
121·~:9 

13 3.02 
1 34.53 
J 3443 
16..j. 63 
Iyi I 5 
84·99 

I 107 17 
67·Y) 
93·()2 
9 8.S5 
72 .55 
40 .0 7 
81.28 
73 6 .1 
73.98 
43. 01 
38'9[ 
30 46 

102.14-
112·94-
12200 
82·57 

134.98 
23 2 .89 

84,17 
10).06 
80.25 
662 3 
74. 2 9 
K9· 85 
60 35 
5(,·60 
57.0 3 
,12. 89 
55.26 
71.33 
5 1.67 
54.3 2 

TABLE IXLII 

Infant Mortality Rate over the last 20 years by month 

July 

:---i----

March ! April May June 

lo8.by 108.40 165.76 396,25 316 ... 1-1 
141).96 12 353 134·4,1 H7.81 
129.0 3 
120.1-3 
14944 
155.5 8 
100.7 2 

74·64-
56.7 2 

71.27 
61.()7 
79 80 
72 .38 
65.92 

79.7 2 

5 1 •u 7 
53·45 
69. 17 
26.67 
4 2,29 

104.90 165.[7 282·33 
1 '9.56 nh.19 406.6') 
183.64 2()o·50 678.06 
198.74 384.23 561.0 3 
105·61 14225 380.13 
74. 23 <)£.96180.41 
7 1.5 [ 164.85 25 0 .37 
93. 2 0 122.83 [30.04 
<)0.23 109.54 162.50 
95. 02 15 0 .07 17 1.74 I 

83·33 6577 93.7 1 ' 
48.80 72 .<)0 97.31 
70.96 119.25 q6.16 
43·53 4[')·34 137.48 

45·02 5 t96 69· 54 
4 2 .35 49.49 102.64 
48.9 2 48. 16 52 <) S 
37·25 46·5! 44. 2 3 

4 2 '1.5 0 

362 .g8 
69 2 ·9() 
69 1.62 
541. 2 4 
-~59·92 
140.87 
2! S.03 
148.7 1 

:67.62 
139.02 

126.5 6 i 
17 8.2l 

13 2 ·9c) i 
69. 21 ' 
6 1 

[3 .23 
96.9 1 

69.3 2 

63. 2 9 

l\UgUSt 

133·33 
326 .. 1-7 
309. 6 7 
733 2 3 
49S J)2 

4 17. 82 

4·-16°7 
13 269 
193.90 

20 5. 10 
177· SS 
i 3586 
83·73 

160.S5 
15 8.6 7 

::i8.00 i 

67.69 I 
88 .. 10 

4 1.60 
46 .55 

September 

376 .93 
2 I 3.56 
28 7.53 
3(·,6·77 
33::>.26 
,p.j.GS 
33 0 .0 4 

13 8.77 
202 t:5 
[49. 83 
142 . 12 
97.4 1 

[06.89 
1 [ [.40 
100.64 
~3·33 
55. 26 
66.84 
39.6 5 
_\I.g8 

397·74 
2·+3·43 
4~929 
25 8.74 
2,.6.68 
482 . 11 
287 J)O 

1 2 5.00 
191.55 
qo·3 2 

144. 12 
131.71 
95.87 

10 5.79 
]01.7 1 

76 .82 
56 .-1-: 
57.66 
36 .66 
33·06 

Avera~e 
I\'oveml.ler December Rate 

Per Year 

---.----

277.4 2 [57.6.1 242.70 
288·70 223.16 224.03 
235. 2 9 212 59 226.~y~ 
216.17 £47·50 276-45 
270 .[1 19 i . 20 303-45 
H5·9 1 24 1.0 4 3'IS, I 5 
1.+7.65 112.02 :no.o() 
138.,0 127.77 116.3 0 

I 11.76 107.07 144.30 
195·37 163.36 13 0 .75 
129.86 1 15.34 120·30 
107.47 8~l.00 112.97 
94.01 63.46 83·76 
78.53 82.21 88.51 
86.29 78.16 99.78 
91.41 69·99 71.75 
53.98 60.86 61.:--:2 
58.66 63. 80 6695 
.:j I.78 49· I 3 44.98 
33.20 40.38 42.65 

~ 



lJl8EASES 

CongenitOlI Hnhilb 
Septicaemia and Jl~ aemia 
Diphtheria 
,\ienillgoloccal infoctions 
InfectlOus hel!atitis ... 
{<'lea-boJ'lle endemic tynhlls (HlIrine) 
Lelshmani:1sis ... ... ... 
Malignant neoplasm of all othcl' alll! UII-

specifiell :,;ites ... ... ... 
I,ymphosarcoma and othor np.oplasms of 

lYmphatic an,j haematopOietic 
s\s'em ... .. 

Pel'llicious fnd othol' hyperclll omic 
anaemias 

Oth<>r speciflect and ullspecified anaemias 
Asthma... .. 
All other allergic disoroprl', endo('!'ine, 

mehtbolic and blood deceases 
Nonmelllllgococcal meningitiS 
I~pilepsy ..... 
Otib, media and llJ""toiditis 
All other diseases of tho nervolls svsi(>Jl1 

and ~,mse organs " 
Lobar pnpumonia ... 
BrOllcho-pneullIonia 
Aeute blOlwhltib 
JntestllHl I olIstruNion and hemia 
(lastro-cntel itl>' and colitis hetween -! 

weel,s and 2 vears 
<lastro-enteritis and colitis, ages '2 years 

<tnn o,,!'r ... ... ... ... 
Cin hosil:' of Jiver 
SpilHl hifida and meningocele... ... I 
Congel1itulmalforll1atioll of the ciroulatory 

,;v~telll... ... ... ." 
All oiher cong<'nitalmalt'ormatiolls 
Birt.h illjlJl'i", ... 
Post-llntnl asphyxia ami "telect:1si~ 
Diarrhoea of ne\\ bOlll (undor 4 weel,,,) 
Other infections of IlPwbofll 
Haemolvtlo diseases of newhorn... ... 
All other definee! diseases of 01'l.r1y infancy 
Ill-flefined (hsellses peculiar to earl,\' in-

faney and immatu rity unrp1ll1ifierl ... 
All other accidental cawes ... 

Total 

TABLE IXLnI 

Number of deaths under 5 years of age classified by cause of death 
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TABLE XLIV 

Population, Live Birtr.s, T.ive Birth-rate, Still Births, 
Still Birth-rate by District -

Locality 

MALTA 

Attard 
Balz,ln 
B'Ka, a 
B'Bugia 
CoslJlcua ... 
Dingli 
Fl"riana ... 
Ghalghur 
Ghax'Cj ... 
Gudja 
Gzira 
["l,WI! un & St. Vennera 
Kalkara 
Kirkop 
Lija 
Luqa 
;,1ar5:\ 
1\1al saxlok k 
Mcilletia 
Mga,r 
.?villsta 
Mqabha 
M sid a & Pieta 
Nmo:ar 
I awJa & Tarxien 
Q"rmi 
Qrellcli 
Rabat & Mdina 
Safi 
St. J ulialls 
St. Paul's Bay 
Senglea 
Siggiewi ... 
Slter,1:;). 
Valletta ... 
VIItorinsa 
Zabbar & ,W':;cala 
Zebbug 
:~ejtun 
ZUlrieq 

GOZO 

Ghajnsielcm &: Comino 
Gharb 
Ghasri 
Kcrcem 
Nadur 
Qala 
S:tn Lawrenz 
Sannat & Munxar ... 
Victoria ... 
Xauhra & Marsalforn 
Xe~kija 
iebhug 

I · ILive Birth-Rate l 
. _l\'e 

PopulatIOn Births I per I . II 
1000 popu atlOn 

1,480 
2·.:97 
17,~95 

S·037 
8,537 
1,677 
5765 
1875 
2,70 9 
1,743 
ll,9X9 

It>,4('7 
2.0t>0 
1,16" 
2,34 0 

4018 
12,98 .:: 

1,3 12 
4,21:.4 

2,155 
9 0 38 
1955 

20,0:'7 
1:;.128 
2176 

14,]22 
7'0 

6.592 

3341 
4.5 ~2 
4,966 

23.921 
18,821 
3.760 

12. 117 
::;,042 

11.729 
6,650 

r,79° 
1,162 

464 
L 22J 

409° 
1736 

5 ,5 
1.7 14 
6,54 6 
3·9°5 
3. 147 
1,156 

- ---1--- -----!' 
I, I 30 

65 
4S15 
.195 
~8+ 

13° 
VI 

41 
I I 5 
53 

190 
50 

302 
106 
530 

453 
4C) 

122 

559 

9 

113 

36 
7 

.f4 
133 
97 
80 
24 

2027 

I 27·12 " 
23.29 

I 38.33 : 
,3. 2 7 
17. 89 
31.57 
20.17 
33·;9 
33·,8 
38.7 1 

25 83 
)1·73 
30 .!i2 

2479 
31 .3; 
2473 
31.2; 
2o.K4 
13.78 
2S·09 
23. 20 

3').4 1 

2680 
26. 46 
2994 
22·52 
21·41 
23.61 
37.32 

20·35 
37.0 7 
24·57 
23·37 
22.42 

35 I'I 
22.20 
24.00 

22·34 
30 •68 

23-46 
12.9 1 

19.40 

19 64 
27 63 
:20·74 
13. 08 
25 67 
20.3 2 

24.84 
25··P 
20·76 

Still 
Births 

2 

10 
8 
5 

6 
2 
:2 

I 

6 
II 

2 

7 

:2 

:2 

4 

7 
2 

It) 

2 

2 
II 

6 

,. 
J 

6 
IT 
12 

5 
7 
4 
-+ 

3 

4 
3 
4 

Rate per. 100 

Total Births 

3,0 
:II) 

3·9 
1.7 

2.2 

6·3 

2.6 

51 
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B' Karn 

C;h:1rgour ., 

Ghaxnq 

Kirkop 

Lija 

r~l arsa 

~1'Iahba 

I\1,ina 

Qormi 

(~,endi 

H.abat 

Senglea 

St. J lilian's 

5iggiewi 

Tarxien 

Vitloriosa .. , 

Zabbnr 

Z, bbu!!; 

Zrr r ie'l ,md Safi 

Tula l 

'l'ABLE XIN 

Return of attendances aot Ohild Health eli nics 

NEW CASEs 
I 1" 

OLD 
! No, of: I 

i:~l~~s ;------l-------'! T,,(~.I 

, U ndcr 1 yeal lOver I y .. nr 

25 

47 

25 

.zS 

24 I 

22 

51 

51 

23 

47 

50 

47 

50 

27 i 

61 

j5 

100 

33 

1,029 

53 

70 

93 

71 

188 

62 

62 

69 

33 

134 

22 

95 

22 

26 

'3 

13 

[ , 
,) 

5 

24 

53 

2 

7 

10 

17 

3 

,s 

155 

39 

12 5 

55 

1, 124 

77 

:'0 

203 

75 

J09 

49 

71 

So 

193 

86 

217 

40 

75 

168 

59 

134 

Under I year 

:l91 

170 

71 J 

235 

595 

225 

799 

806 

225 

3') 

.153 

472 

475 

I 

(:.-\ S 1·: S 

II 

s 
,6 

53 

43 

39 

13 

31 

159 

106 

6S 

3 

5 

7 

16 

141 

21 

12 

18 

55 

TOT.\LS 

1,073 

344 433 

19' 

21 3 268 

7i9 

237 

459 

806 

.327 

lj3 

2'13 379 

365 I 582 

44 128 

48 i\8 

130 3 1,549 

I 1,070 3,4 13 
~~2~_11--12~-3-7 _. ---1-,0-7-6-' "-3-.4-13-1-17-,3-3-8-

I 
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IV. SOHOOL MEDIOAL SERVIOE 

The Sta;f'f of the ,school Medical Servioe in ~lHlta consisted of :-

3 School 'Medical Ofiicel's 

1 Eye ISpecialist (:part-time) 

:3 School ,Dental Su,rgeon,-; 

'J 
d S011.oo1 Nurses 

:2 School Dental Xm'ses 

In Gozo the duties oESc'hool ':\Jedical 'Ol1icel' are ca.rried out by the Medical 
Ofiicer oJ Health for t,Jwt Islnnc1 ,and all Eye ISpecialist ca·lls periodica,Hy to examine 
scl}ool-chiJ.dl1en there. 

rrile I<:;clucational ,,\uthol'itie::- ,pmvided the fo11owillig ancillary Sel'VlCeS :-

:3 Hea:lth ]}ducation Otlieel'R : 'IbeLl" iunction is to instruct children 
and parents in health Education; 

1 Speech 'Therapist: Speech ':Dhera;py is .being de;yelOipe,d in prima.ry 
schools; and 

] Child vVel.f.are Offioel' : In charge o:f the ,provision :a,nel distribu­
tion oif Milil, and ~Co(l TJiwl' Oil. 

M edica·l' JnsprctioJlg, TIll> school population was. 50,56:2. ..All the newly a,dmit'tet'l 
chiLdren 8,235 were medic'ally examined. ':J'he num'bel' df schools visited was 109. 

":1lhe iollotvving tA hIe shnwB the nUllJlber of l'hildwen examined during the year 
under review, 

]'A8 Ld~ XL V 1 

Medical Inspections 

----------------_._---------------------------
~o, of Schools 

vl;:ited 

loD 

HOlltine Med, 
Illspections 

Specil1l 
InspectlOwi 

1,675 

Rf..-Ex,tmina tions Tota! 

10,73-+ ~4,1;M 

'llliere was no. change in MJe s,,'.,tem of ,?lIpd ien] In;:;pedions 'whencompal'ed with 
previous yem's.. Ch:ildren were examined routinely Lk' f.ollows :-

1. Soon aiter their ac1l1li",:;imJ: 

2. ,'\t an intennec1iate stage: and 

3.. Before lea,ving the pri.mary >"('Itoo]", 
~~Ki{.:H ,; 

In these .rou-tine in8pecti·ons the pa·l'ent.-; were invited to attend. He-examinations 
were carried out at appropriate intervah' on childrell found a.iling previously, or needing 
speci.al attention. Examinations of "ipeeial (';1'''8S, at tlhe request of parents, teachers, 
medical and educational aut.llori:ti:es wen' abo c<}l'l'ie(1 out, Children 'with certitficate.:.; 
of 'aihsence exceec1:ing eight days. were examined, a~ 'well aR all children Meking 
exemption from ·school on medical grounds. Children who ,reJqui11ed 6pecial investiga­
tion" anel/or treatment were refelTf'<1 to the .out-patient t1e,partmentSi Clf ri:Jle Government 
boopitn.ls, 
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Not ,all schools are pl'ov:ded \yi th H :-)c:hoo] clinil~, which renders exammation of 
children dilfficult. In "nne schools ehil,,}.rC'n han' to ;be examined in the hea,c1 teacher' ':> 

room lOr in an empty class-room. 

T.\·B1JE XLVH 

Children referred to Out-Patient departments of Hospitals 
-----------.. ~--.--"--.~--,,---.---------------

Skill 

Ophtha Imit' 

II. !\'. T. 

Child Health 

Orthopaed i,; 

~(lh()ol Dental 

T.fl. (Contact) 

Psych ia tri,' 

:)urgical 

:\ulllilt'r of ('liildrPll 

iii 

., 

Tabl 

Results of M edicyal inspecnio'rl8. ;T!t(~ re:mlts, of tIN': medical examinatiolls are 
found in the following table. 'They arl' rcc'orc1E'din the child's medical history card 
and filed for reJerenee as occasions arisE'. 

Return of defects fOund in cour,se Df routine 1\IIedical Inspections 

DeJe('t~ 01' Di~eases 

Skin 

Eye 

Ea.?' 

Impetigo 
Ringworm (Head) 
Ringworm (Body) 
IScabies 
Other Di"eases 

Defective Vision 
Squint 
Blepharitis 
Conjunctivitis 
Trachoma 
Partially blind (from one eye) 
Otheir Diseases 

Otiti.s media 
Defeotive hearil1lg 
Pa,rtially deaf 
Deaf mutBl" 
Ot!her Disea8e,.; 

:'{o. of Defects 

170 
141 

50 
12 

239 

253 
184 

96 
81 
12 

2 
78 

56 
31 

4 
:3 

40 



Defects OJ' Diseases 

N08C and Thmat 

J~nlarged Tonsils a.nd Adenoid,.; 
Adenoids 
Other c·onditionfi 

Enla1'f/cd CM'viral Gla.mls (noll tn!bercular) 

Defective Speech 

Delltal Diseases 

Digestive Tract 
Threadwol'Dl 
Taenia, ISoliulD TI1Jestntion 
U mhilical I-Iernia, 
Catarrhal Jaund·ice 
Ascaris Infestation 

H c'i{l.rf; a wZ Ci1'c'llhaJion 

Anaemia 
Organic Heal1t Disea£0 (Congenital) 
O-nganic Heart: Diseasp (Hheumatic) 

Tub erculos,is 

Conta.cts 
Pulmonary 
:;\; on-pulmonary 

;Yen,olls SYS(r' 1I1 

Eunul'6ISis 
Paralyti(' Conditions 1 9 (Coll'g'enital) 
Paralytic Conditions H1 (,Post polio) 
Epilepsy 
Spasmophilia 

Nl'e-ntal Conditvons 

No. of Defects 

560 
32 

1115 

55 

55 

1,428 

70 
21 

i5 
4 
3 

426 
15 

8 

36 
1 

120 
.5 

] "I 
6 
:3 

Haokw\lrcl 21 
Feeble minded CMongoloid€) 18 
Dull 12 
:;\!r,alac1justed Children (ISoci,ally and emotionally 

'llTIstalble) 6 
Idiots 1 

Defo·rmiti es 
Spinal Curvature 
Cle.f-palate 
Congenital rlefed of U'ppe~' jimlb;;; 
HareEp 

IAmgs 

Bronc.hitis 
Ot.l1er diseases (Bronchial Asthma) 
Otlnr dic;ease6 (Allergic Asthmn) 

Ot/ln lJr:f('c/s or j)isca~('s 

Pot! 's chr:;ease 
Dialbetes ::VI ellitns 
Inguina 1 H pa'nia 

J 
;) 
.) ... 

:33 
Hi 

(i 

4 
1 
1 

55 
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Skin Dise:a8cs: The illC'idelll:e o{ l'ing\\()l'm ,d tlIe sl:al,p Ink; dimilll~dJ.ed m rec.:elli 
years. But the treatment oJ rilliglYOl'lll i~ ",till a 'Pl'CIblem ,vhidl awaits soluti.on and 
it is felt that many c1ddren swfJc'rir:,g J'!,()1ll filii,,..; tlJcliou;, ditiease did not get the full 
benefit of modern tl'ea,tmell t ow;ng to t Ij(> i r rn ,'ell b; ng to radiological t.reatment. 

The ,other skin diF('n~(''' l1()t "ped'il'(! ill '1':\,1>1(, .:\.L\·11I ""ere the following:- Ver­
rucosis 150; Urt;ical'ia 22: Ya::,'cll!ar ::;-<1 ("\i IJ ::-)ebolThoE'a \); Boil." 7: Idbyosis (j; 

Alopecia Areata 2; Lie'llen:-lpinotllh 'I; P:'~lria,:;i,.: 1, 

Eye Diseases: lite otlH'l' eYe di~t'a"(,,, ;wt ed in TallIe)': I J \'lii were tl {' 
fOllowing :- ,Styles 53; ConjnnctiYiti.sl:3: )iy:'tagmll>' :3: Pto>;is oj' E,\'elicl,; "1; Con­
genital cataract 2; P]'ogrc",,,iYe -:\f,lopia 1: BIlFfialnHl,; 1, 

Besi.des the ,,",or];: oJ: LIle SellO(ll ~\It'(li('al (lOin'!'':' during ro.lltille ill,..;pectio,nlS, the 
Eye~S'peeialist ,t;xaminec1 26,7-J\l SdlOOll'hildl'l'll ill all the Elementary Schools in iYbl,ta. 

Tihe ineidenee o[ 'l'raehom<l is yery In\\': only n }lupils were [ound with traehoma 
by the School Eye Speciabt in :\1,llta and or thl"-l" une WOIS later ('ured, 

The nnmbe)' of srllOol ehildren sufJering from Follicular Conjunctivitis was 208 
and at the end of the year 39 'were J0l11111 C'1I petl , 

'J'Jle nU311Jbel' CJIf pllpils pl'l";;ellTing c1efecriw n':I011 \\'[l-; G38, of \vhieh 478 were 
supplied with glms€es. 

Ear, Nose amrl Throat, 1);181'118(": '1'11e 1l11111lber of "dlOOl childrC'n opel',ated upon 
for tonsils and actenoids wa::; 50, 

Heart and Circ'll~(ftioll: 23 new ('a~es of organiC' hea,rt c1isea,se WE'<l1e found during 
t,his ,sciholastic yem'. Thebe ('a~e,,' \WI't' l,jther nnc1C'r treatment by the family doetor 
or we,re red'erred to thE' -:\fedi(';JJ (livi"iIJll (\f St. Luke'" Hospital. Four 01£ tJle casles 
found great difficu]t,y to attenrl Sd1001, n,.: they livt-t] far mway £rom ik In wintar they 
fa,iled to attenrl at <lll, and finislled up hy ",king ror exemption. 

vVhenever possi'ble, we (lj"CllsSed tJle ('(l]l(litioi!" (If the children with the C'oll,mH·, 
a,nte lat the Igem'raJ hospitnl but this ('onld not he done in aJl cases. 

A.naem,ia: 'fhe l'llilur,t'n found ""uJfel'i11lg ('yom aneall1ia were mostly at the pre­
puberal ,age, and girl" p.redominated; the:v presented the ehlol'otic t.ype lotf anaemia, 
Some cases wit,h vitamin C' rlrficienc\' \\-ne fountl for which they were- ~'iven Aseorbic 
Aeid taJblets. . , ~ 

All school ehiklren weJ'e supplied wi1:11 JJ',t:'t' milk ,and cod Ii vel' oil. In addition, 
yea,slt food tablei6, iron talblets. and calciulll ta:blet", were given on medical advice. 
These were an distributed in sch{)oL t.o enimre that the children we,re taking them. 
a,nd were doing so regularly. S.pecial c1l'ng,:;, of which glutamic taiblets formec1 an 
imlJort'ant a,djl1l1ct, were also gin'n \dH'1l ('o116'iderec1 nece~'~a]'y. 

N1dritioll: 'rhe. sitateo[ llutritiOl} in ,>;:C'hool-dlildren maintaills itselif at a very 
';ntisJfad01'~'leYe1. ChilclmJl vvere ag'ain (',:nssifie'd in three cate! . .:-orie~: >\, OO(HI or 
normal ;B, Fair or Subnormal: C'. Pom'Ol' Gl'msslv <snbnormaL 

The School Merlical OfJicel's explained to parents how ,essential for ahilclren is 'j 

nutritions ancl balanced rliet. ho'w importalJt ,are f,resll ail' (tnd sunshine, and how ne­
ceesa,l'Y Ifor the gl'oi\'\ing c.hilc1rell and their 11e1T011I". ~y&tHlJS, as well as for the 11ro­
motio:e Jf their eclucati{)n :ue ~nrflrjl'i(,llt fmel proper homs of sleep ianc1 ,rest. 

:Many children go \yithout J10urj,,1Iing food ill' rather mi~s tlwi)' p!'opel' meals because 
they pr€ifel' to play; they a,l'(' 'giwll roo man:\- I-weeh ,,',hich <spoil ,their aippetite. Parents 
who <10 not kno:,v how t(l manage difficnlt (hihln~11, (l,' (10 not :llsil't enouglJ on their 
hafving regular meals ~ll'e illrlil'ed]~' 11le ('m].'-(' Off mnlnlltl'ition in some c!hildren. 
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T.-"-BltE XIJIX 

Classification of School Children according to their state of Nutrition 

inspection:; 

-----1 

20,182 I 

A. Good 
(Excelleut, normnl) 

8. Fair I 
l~Jightjy .subnormal) 

I 

C. Poor 
(G ros~l.'r :-,ubnormal) 

;; o. 
--- ------------------1-------------

0/0. No. I 0.,0. :\o.! 
I I 

\)1.0----·1,49~--1--·7.4 ---I m)~ --:--1-.6 

Average State of ,Nutrition from 195111956 

. -~--.---

~~~ti~~ __ I __ 1951/52 11_~~52!f13 __ I W5B/G4 _Ii ___ 19_GI:~);)_J--I!l-ri;-):rl-ti __ _ 

GfHld _. '" I 87.6 Cj" 89,2 0."0 m.o 0./0 no 2 c/o. i 91.0 Clo 

" . i, 0. I - 0. 0' i FlLlr 11Ac 11;; 0. 8.1 :0 8.5 % 

POOl 1.0 0.,0. Ulo:o 16 0 '0. 

TABLE LI 

Ohild Welfare Scheme - Average Weights of Children 

Age Groups 5-15 Years 

SClholastic Year 1955-56 

~ ----._---r 
Age Group I Area 1 I .\rea 2 Area 3 

I 
Area -t 

I--~·· _.- ----r- 1----------
I BoYS 

Stones Ihs. I 
Stones Ibs. Stoll<lS Ills. Stones Ills. 0"""'. I O;-,S, ozs. 07:5. 

5-fi years 2 \) 0 H 2 () 3 S () .J 12 .) 

() .. 7 B B 10 ;J 'J 8 B 3 12 a B 1·~ 
7- 8 3 7 () ::3 7 .) B 7 7 " H 4 " 8-9 B II 14 i3 11 I-! 8 12 .) ;) 12 G 
\)-·10 4 2 11 4 n () -! i3 1;; .f ;) I-! 

10-11 4 8 8 ·1 S -! -! R li3 .! H 14 --11-12 .j. li3 15 -t lei ~) ;) ;j ;; 0 13 
12-13 

" 5 (i 12 5 ;J 9 .) (; g ') 8 S 
13-14 fi 2 fi .J 12 G 0 () 8 () -~ .) 

14--15 6 11 11 6 8 2 K 8 I~ 7 I 1;; 

(xJ1U;:) 
G-6 yea\'~ a \) :2 12 18 1 -t n .J II 8 
6· 7 2 1'-> 10 H ') 7 :1 2 1 :l 3 1 .> 
7- S eI fJ 10 :l f) 1') ~l () n ' . G -! • J .) 

8- 9 :'\ 1n 7 B 11l 7 B j() :) .J j.J 6 .J 
9- 10 4 1 14 .~ 1 4 -t I 11 .! I IS 

10-·11 4 T B 4 7 8 -! 7 I:! ,J D .. 
11-·12 r; I j() .) n 15 ') 0 1') fi :2 2 .J 

12-13 d 10 1~ ;) f) 7 ,) 9 II !) 12 -! 
13--14 (j Ii 0 G -1 11 n 5 14 (i 7 14 
14-j;'i G ];l 7 .- 0 8 7 B 'J (j 11 Hi 
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Average Heights of Children 

Age Groups 5-15 Years 

-------.-.. -----------------------------------------~------------

:--) () year" 
1;··7 
7--8 
~- D 
:) lU 

III !l 
11 12 
12 1;\ 
lB·Il 
1-1 1;, 

:-) n 
Ii '7 
7··8 
8-\) 
\l.·,l(1 

10·-11 
II l2 
1~ 1:, 
1:\ J,I 
H·· .. J~) 

'In: \ 

,\IOH .\1\ a :2 I .\1'(,;\ i~ 

1----
Hon; 

FL 111:-'. VI, in,;, 
I lit lll~, 

'. ~ ;1 il ., 
10 .J 

I " :; \1 ;; ~ ,) ~ 
:\ ]II ',) 

'J In n III 
-l II -l tl ·1 () 

1 .) -l .) -l ~ 
·1 .) ·1 ..f -I .. 
·1 Ii .( U .[ .) 

.[ 7 ·1 7 -l 7 
1 III -I :) ..f !J 
5 II -I 11 -l 10 

(,II:L:> .. Ii 'J 6 -l (I .) .J 

;j ~ i) 8 )j H ., 
;-) III ;\ J() ;,; 10 
·1 I) -I 0 .) II .:) 
I .) -l .) -I I 
1 1 -l .j -[ :\ 

·1 Ii ·1 I; -l .j 

-l H I H t 7 
-l It) -l U ..J !l 
-I 11 ·1 Jl ..J 11 

\',dldta. Flol:allll. ...,ida. tlzira. ::>lioBll1, :'-:t .J lil ians, ::; t 
Ii il'kara, Li,in. :\t.t II III. tLIIll1 lin. II,lIzali. Ta' \hi('x. :--t 

Arn<], .{ 

F't. ins. ., 
Ii .) ., 
H .) 

" It! ., 
-I () 

·1 2 
-l -i 
-I .j 

I 7 
1 In 

.) () 

.' .) oj 

',) 
.) b 
;i 10 
1 I) 

I .', 
-l -4 
.[ U 
-l 8 
-I 9 
-l !) 

(]e()l'ge1~, Mensija, HII" 
Vellllera. 

;\1 a 1',",\. l'awla. Ta,xi(,n. Ithp.'Gl'l. J!ar"ax]"kk, llil'i.oiJilllga, Zahbar, Fp:nra , 
Z(',iUlll. ;\lar"L-;k;tla. Co,,!',,:II.I. 1\:;,II<;1l'a. ::;"I1),:lt<a, Vit tOI io,a. 

A I{ t·;,\ ,3 

i\!{EA -l 
I;udp. Luqa, i{lrlwp, ::;'lfi. zllll'ieq, Qrendi. '\]'l;lbba. ,"';i{[,2IPwi. zebbug, Qormi . 

.\10"(;[. :\;lxxar, I; Jlarglllil'. l",b,t!. ])inp:li. ::;1. Patti's Hay. ~Ieili('iia, ~1;..:arr.Mlarf;,. 

Food Accessories and Drugs issued in 1955/56 

Cod IJiver Oil (gallons) 1,050 

Yeast .food -tahlAts .J25,000 

Iron Pill" 266,900 

Calcium Tablet" 501,930 

6,400 

Ascorbic Acid ta1b1ets 1,800 

Injectio11S ,a,nd. Conta-aiou.~ DigeaHes. The control of the sJ)l'0a,d of infectious and 
uontagious diseases in schools con bnues to ,he all important ite~n of the 'Servic,e. The 
health education officers wer(> of J)('11) in t-llis matter tk,uugh lectures ,given to school 
children. No Sl)cuial epidcmi<:t' \\('re repcdec1 thi,~ }l:ar. Doth the affected children 
.an{l their (~onta'Ctc; werp pxcJnrlpd h('l11 "chool for Gpfinite periods. 



TABLE lA,' 

Notifiable Infectious Diseases in School Ohildren 

Pulmonar,Y "e, 13. 
Primary Complex 
Other for~", >of 'r.B. 
Chidken-pox 
~I[eaeles 
Diphtheria 
Poliomyeli>tis 
Enteric Fever 
Undulant Fever 
Scarlet l~evel' 

M.umps 

(") Old CasBs. 

:3* 
7* 
4* 

10 
3 
2 
7* 
2 

17 
1 
2 

5f) 

J~:1;empt'ion from School. 'This ,\ ear ,,,pe('ia1 Pl'OVll'>lOns we·re tlc1.ken for the care 
of physically-handicapped children. 

Ohildren exempted from School on Medical Grounds in 1955/56 

Ailment" 

Rheumat,IC I~nc\l)c!U'di t is 

;.Jrrvolls Tie 

.\Icntally deficient, allti-~oeial belHlvioul' 

Low intelligence 'Iuotient ... 

:'vlentally deficient, epilBptir' 

Dumbness and frwbk mil:dedllt~"" 

~1 ongoloid C'~'etiJli8m 

Dull ana Backward 

Mentally sully, wonk [In.! restle-s 

Boys I Girls Total 

-------1-----·------
I 

i ~ 

'J u :-) 

.) ,) 

.) .) 

7 7 

Cle'anliness. ':[\he dea.lines's of school premises \I;as on the whole very good, and 
the r-hildren maintained a l'Sa,tisfactory standard o[ tidiness. [{outine cleanliness inspec­
t.ions were can'jed out b~- the School Nurses. 

l)iphtheria 11IIIIIll11isuti()J/. Ino<:uhtionC' c1 ;";U:.ll::-t ]),vhtheria \vere curried out a~ 
in previous years. This year tJ1e inoculation", \n']'e almost double those ,of la<st year, 
,an indication that pa,l'ents are realizing ,f,he nti1ity ,and 'iHlvantages of. this preventive 
measure against Diphtheria. 

rrABLE LVI 

School Ohildren Inoculated agaanst Diphtheria (A.P.T.) 

----------------_._------_ ... ------_. __ .-
2nd Do~e Hooster OM"" 
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Diphthe1'ia is a })l'e-",cl!(,ol disea"e. 1f tJw immUllisat,iclll eould be carried out in 
the pre-sehool a'ge, tIlen ()nl~' 'boost6J' doses w{),uld ibe needed to revive the alrea,dy 
existing immunity, 1,,11en the child,R'n enter ISchool. 

Phw,>i(;al Trainilig. Chilflren ,nre deriying great ,benefit fl'.om physica.l training, 
especially tho€e who a Heml the ibig schools. Sports 'mere ,keenly :£ollawed by 8clho01 
dli;r1ren .. \ll forms or healtl1 sport a,nd pily,,;eul exerei"C's ,:;,llOU:.d he encouragecl, as 
besides improying tIl(: "hild's pll)'€ique they -also hel<p in the ,fo],ll1a,tion ,of cha,mctel'. 

Health Edllcation. ,;'\Thenevel' possilble teadwr,s ,,'ere ad vised a,bout principles of 
hygiene and wene also told a:bont t,be prdblems connecierl with t,he education ()If mal­
adjusted children. lie.sic1es tl;e ,vOl'lz of the sc·hool me(licn] officers and Oll' the school 
nnrset;i in this field oJ' maint'ni]1ing' the .standard d ]I~'gielle high in our sehool, very 
good work was oOlleby tIlt' Health Ec1llcat:on Of'i1cel'.s, especially in the Housec.ra,ft 
SclJ(,d wherE' hYlIiene j;; tall{tht tC\!2'c>ther ",ith c101I1E'"tic' ~('jC'nc·L·. 

'1';11e 8011.001 Dent,a] iSurgeoD:': and lllll'SeS had a yell'~' lhooy year to cape with the 
il;(,1 !-<1'''('11 (all I'll them. T:l!hl(' 1.\,11 ,1ln,\\', HTo]'i d' rlw Scho()] Dental 8m'genns. 

1. ::-';um'ber inspecLe.ll 

2. Xnmhel' f01lnel to l"l'(}llil'e tn'atment 

3. Nurnher aitelJtletl 

u. Half-clays c1evoted to: a) lnspec.:tioll 
11) rl'l'eatm(,llt 

G. Pilling",: t>ermanE'Jlj teetb 
rr empOl'a ry teet II 

7. Ex:t,r.adion~: PermiHHJllL teeth 
'Temporary tooth 
170]' Hegnhtion pUl'po,;es 

131 
G40 

792 
77 

1,209 
7,651 

872 

8. l'eeth extl'ade.cl lIncle,!' Gellet'al Anaesthesia.: Permanent J4 

9. ,\ dministration oa' general ,\ l1we.st,heticB : 
Number of sessions, .. 
Number attended 

10. Soaling' and polishing 

11. ,Miscellaneous 11'8a tment 

13. Cases refer.red Jor X-rays 

Temp'orary 363 

28 
102 

H. Applicatiolls for al'tifieial l'estOl"iltiollS inc:lllCling orthodontic 

9,271 

,I,MS 

8,890 

J,662 

771 

860 

\) ,732 

130 

35 

630 

3,1, 

appli:m('es 58 
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V. HEALTH SERVICES 

Public Hea.lth Laboratory 

The wonk in the IJaiboratory haA been illel'ea,qing yeur ,by year ""ince Ghe Last War. 
'1'he ,range of examinations ,has Ibeen \videneel .anel oT.her Departments as well a·s private 
firms and members of the puiblic arlC ,a.vailing themseln'c; {):f the ,se,rvices olf our lalbor­
atory. In view of this it has been deemed neces.sary to effect ~Sltl;uctlL1ral altera.tions 
which would facilitate the addeel commitmentB of the TJaiborab1'Y. 

The structural alterations were ttl·ken ill lwn:1 in the lllieldle of summar. They 
concern the Chemi'c·a 1 .section of the building which had never Ibacn touched since its 
erection. ,\Vith f1'e.8·b cleyelopments takin.g place through the years and the gradual 
progress in the methode and technique of chemi('al analysis .some modernization Wlll.s 

badly needed. 

The total 11umlbe]' of examinatiun" at the Ll;borator," wa" ;-3.3,\)67, Accounting for 
the umloSThally high :fi;gure d£ ,~ample.s examilled this year ilS the f,act that the I..1aboratory 
wa.s 11equired to work overtime in the :;Ul'Ye,r by t,he Department .0£ Ag,riculture to 
eeta,blii3h the number of goats in Malta and Gozo \\'hich w(:'ro infected. wit.h Bl'ucelh 
)1 elitel1'sis, In the spa,ce of thrc(' 1I10nth,;, ]:2 ,001 "mnph'" of hlooc1 hom gnats ,\vere 
tested at the labomtory. 

The samples examined m thi.s I.JalboraroJ',\' during the ,n:a,[' lllay be c1alSsifj·ed as 
follows, :-

F.ood and Drink for ehemical analn;is 
Water from pulblic springs . 
Water from pniblic Iboreholes 
Water from pl'iv,a.te tanks 
Water from mains and taps 
W·alter from other ,sources 
Food and Drink for bacteriological ex"llnination 
Blood in!' serum reaction and titration 
Blood Cultures 
'Throat and nose ,Swabs and Smear" 
Sputum and Gastric washing.s 
Urine 
Fa,eces ·and .other ma1oori.a1s 
Rats from RnoentControl Oftleer anel. Defence 8e1'vi('es 
Fleas as part of the Anti-plague campaig'n 
'Samples from 'GoYel'l1ment Departments 
Samples from the Def,ence IServieee 

UHI;j;MTC AL SEC'l"IOi\ 

PnbMc Wate}' Supply 

11,785 
1,567 

186 
:189 
231 
60 

212 
14,788 

"W 
1,694 

148 
2,118 

146 
2,43;-3 

15 
389 
12 

35,967 

This supply lBchecked at lealStonce weeldy by taking .samples lOr chem1cal and 
for bacteriological e£Xamina.tions from springs, pumping statiollSaJld l'ese,!'voirs. Tahle 
LIX gives the results of bacteri.ological examina,tion.rrhe samples examined chemic­
ally during the year totalled 1,447, ()if wbich 1,332 were taken f'1'om springs" pumping 
stations, reservoirs a11a toa,ps in ~1Ialta" and 1:15 were talken in IGozo. These waters 
never contained amlllonia, saline or a'lbuminoid. The PUl'f:'3·t water was fOlmd to be 
that taken hom Qrenc1i (representing the Ji'ar,nval'a :;pJ'ing), whieh GOlltaine(l 13 parts 
chlorine (or 21.41 sodium chloride), I] 6 parts total h[lTdllASS, ] 2 paJ't.,s perma11ent hard­
ness, ana 55 parts total <solids pel' 100,000 parts of w[~tel'. The highest impurit~es, 
namely 172 ,parts chIo,rine (or 283:28 sodium ch1oride), 46 parts tot,al hardness, 40 
pa,rts permanent hardness, a,na 365 part;:; tot,a 1 .s'olids, per 100,000 parts of water, were 
fotllla in the ¥liec1 il-Gha_el spring. 



Service Marins a.nd 'l'alJs 

The ,Vater JJt'rnJ'iment sll,bmittec1 281 ",1mpJt'S wute,r, of wIllch 2~5 were taken 
from service ma in" and G ,frOlll tap~, all in connection WitJ1 tIle laying od' new mains 
in tbe vicinity. Cf the~e <fllllLll:'s. 17:2 were found free .. from any.signs of contamina­
tion, and 58 were found to cOllta in tlPl' ammonia in tl'llces or higher concentnations. 
One sample waR found to be Igl,oc.;:,ly poHuted. The l'elaiiveinstructions fo.r the disposal 
of these waters 'were issnen. 

Private Ciste'rlls (~J1d Tamlo; 

Sanitary lnspectorB sU'bmiitl'cl 1.')9 ,;ample,;; c;i' \yater t'aken to ascertain the condi­
tion of this possible d,anger to health. Of these 97 WE're fonnd free from .organic con­
tamination and fit for consumption, wJlile 37 \vexe founcl ,gros-sly pollut,ecl. A recom­
mendation wa.s made for the removal of such water and cleansing of the wate.r tank;:,. 
rr'he ren::aining 5;; s<'1llpleR \Tere found to contain free ammonia :n ,amounts where it 
wa,s considered treatment \vith clllurinate(l lime w·onld he justified, and sllch water was 
eventually ,corrected with chlorillation. 

Boreholes and 8haft.~ 

'1'he "Vater J Je,pa,rtment ~,ubmjtted lo(i sample;:; taJ.:en Irom this source for the 
estimation O'f their chlorine content. 'l'he different samples had a chlorine content 
varying from ]0 j·o 109 parts (equivalent to 16."17 to 17!1.5:3 pa.rts of so.dium chloride) 
per 1CO,000 pa,rts 0'£ water. 

Water from Other SouTces. TheBe O:'llll1'ple.s lJlulJl!bel'ecl 60 in all, eon6isting of :3 
from mebile tanks, 3 from underground shaifts, IH from taps, 14 from springs, and 
28 hem per.c.olations int{) cellars tal,en and .'3uJbm:tted by die ViT,a.tel' Depalrtment for 
tl:e purpose af alScertainin,g thei,]' origin. 'Hw l'e,mlts of .analysis of this item, which 
were duly referrecl to the Department concel'l1eil iniljenteJil H, likely pnlblie supply origin. 

Fuod and Drink. :'lhe lH!lll:ilel' oJ .samples of rfood anel drink w(u~ H,'TH5, higher b~T 
830 than l'ast yem"s number which, at 10,90;3, had ,already been a high figure. 

TA-BLE LVIII 

Analysis in accordance with the Food, Drugs, and Drinking Water Ordinance 

~llturfl of suuljJle 

\"heat 
.. I 

Xnmher 
Examined 

Found 
Abnormal 

-'----'i-----
~atur<!l of ~arllple I ~umber I Foulid 

EXllmilled Abnormal 

'I'll ... -10 
Co!be ... 7S 
Chi,'orv '" ... 12 

Flour 
St'lllnlina 
CtlIUflOUf 

4(jij 
2,{}Uf) 

113 
3 

12 
In 

1.8S2 
\F2 
79 
-.7 
2 

COllfectionery&sweets: 19(j 
DOII~h 
Yf>a~t 
Bread 
Pa~te 
Bil!cuits ~lld nusks ... 
~li1k Pasteurizeu 
Milk tinnf\d 
Milk powdel' 
Chl'lt's!'. ... 
('hp.'''fl ~lalte"e 
nlwtta ... 
Butter .. 
Mnrj:(arin4> 
Lllrd 
Oil 
RiC'e 

3,) infested with mites 

1 
20B 

12 
H5 

11S 
225 
454 
4\'3 
619 

91b) 
1 
.J. 

:2 
:2 

77lc1 
2131d) 

Wine 
Vinegar ... 
Spirits ... 
Aerated w.lter 
Beer 
)!rat prf'paralions 
Fi~h prt'parations 
C!lreal~ ... 
l'omnto paste 
Salt Table 
CheFlserakes 
Dri",d Fruit 
I'oeoanut 
Sugar 
Spicefl 

.. , 

Miscellaneous 

'robl 

b) 8 ropv and 1 c()ntaining excessiVE) moi~ture 
I)) eon~lsting of or ontllining pa!m kenwl oil aud solitiified 
fI) stn Ie I\IJrI mon ltl\' 
.,) conhin ng ~;lerliarine - dlsnllowefl bv Sa.nitar,v Laws 
n artifichdlv <~()Inureli - dl!?allowt'd bY ."anitary Law;.; 
g; damp, coioured, clotted .-- nnt to specifi('atj()n~. 

! 50·[ ., 
;) 

14 
4RH ·Hlo) 
;~~) 

7G .) ... 
31 .) ... 

IN 
7RI. 'i-lrf) 
27 
:2:) 
-17 

1 I 
SOIl 1f'~(g) 
?i~ 
4+ 
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'l'~le Office,r i/c Supplies, )'Ie([i(.al and Bealbll Depa,rtlllt'llt .,:,ubmitted a13 samples 
cJ coffee and tllf> Commissi01lf'l' for (~ozo also ,u·lJlllined 5.) ,.;ump:es oj' c()Ifl'ee all of 
which were fonnd free from extraneous matter and. from si,!!ns u[detel'ioration. The 
SUfpEe'S Oi1lo'l' ~"]blll;t1ed al,so lCJ(i F,amplefl ot tOl1l<lW pa,.;te ~';;lieh 'were all found free 
from artificial colouring ma,tter and from signs o:f deterio,ratiull, 4 samples (jlf C'heese 
which were found t.o contain 1.1, 1.9, 2.2, and B.G per eent Clf sodium chloride re.spect­
ively, and various other samples including detengent,.;, cigarettE's, wine, peppel', and 
mau~'a.rine, ma:king a total of 482 sample:;. 

st. Luke'8 Hospital. (onsnltant~ Hurl ~pecialist,':i senl in all 10 ,specimens made 
up of 8 wines, 5 c:ereb!'ospinal fluids, ':1 gastric: ,va"hing"" and a number of pills. IJeac1 
wa's found in one urine, barbitul13tes Iyere fOLlIld in one urine, hm~bitul'ate6 were f0l111cl 
;n three gastric wa.-:hings ~lTlcl the pills we!'t' idenhfied n\~ hnnhitnmtes. 

Government Departments. The Cu::,tOlJl~ D{'pal'tmellt, the ::\Iilk )'lc'Lrketing Under­
ta'king, the ,Police, the Trade and Indu",try .Department, !be,;idE's, af COUl's·e, the Water 
and :B,lectricity Department, ,o,-ere tIle main J)epal'tmems c-ubmitting samples for exa­
mination and analysis. The 'j',rude an(l InLinsh',\' DepartmE'nt nlonE' 8ent 221 .sample.s, 
which included tomat{) paste, no "arnrle,~, ci which 1;WO \\'(:'l'e found to be artificially 
cckmed, sngar GO, and oil G~~ sample,;, all ,('lli [{)]' ch,ti1"inga" to \i'hether they conform 
or not to specifications set by (-}overmnent. 'The CU:.iWlnS Department .sent 128 samples, 
mostly for classification [m as~eS6ment ()ii duty; 2 !Samplt';; Df alcohol wer·e sent for 
examination for fitness (both were found fit) and 14 samples of tea which were I';ent 
for examination for freedom from ,an;enic (all w<eJ'e founel Jree): 13 ,samples oJ: bran 
and 43 ·samples -od' pollar,el were sent for a determinatioll oj' the percentage of their 
flour content. The IJolice ·sent 35 .saml)lei' among w,hich 5 aerated waters (found to 
be sweetened with sac.(;harine), 1 liquid for indentificaticn (lformd to 'be hydl'ochlo.ric 
acicd, 1 I-alcel ccntaining a CGljJ, a shirt, a pair clf trOth"c'I''':, it padzeG of durk In'own 
powde;r, anel pOi3ter papel' for identij'icatioll oj' the sta:ll" OIl dothes 'a·nd pa,per (fOILUlcl 

to be a stain called "terra ombra." lik'e ttlleporwder in the packet); gastric wa,S'hing-s 
from a case of attemlned suicide .were fonn(l to contain aspirin 'and ca,rbolic acid, the 
former in the percentage of 0.5 v';/v (or 6.8 grams in the \I'hole wars,hings), and 
the Lattel' in the pe,rcentage of 0.09 w/v (01' 1.298 g.rum-- ill tlw ·w·hole wa"hings). 

Pharmacy I-nspcctioll. rIhe annual \'isits to the plwmacies in }lalta and Gozo 
were made, conjointly with {1 Medical Officer of Health. HeeommendatiolllS were made 
and advice given for stricter complilHnce with the req 11 iremmlts of the lai'w. 

Defence Services. Besides examining ,698 rat", for the 'Dervices, alS '-Ihorwn in 
T.a\ble LXIV this Labol'ato.ry .undertook also to examine rSuch othe.r samples a's grass 
4, .and di6til1ed water 7, all for the Hoyal Ail' Foree, the gl'iilSS rll,ein.g found to contain 
4.4, 4.8, 5.2 and 5.2 pel' cent of protein and of the distilled water 2 sample's were 
found not to comply wit·h '''pecifications ,beC'anse oJa higher tota,l .solids content. 

As in previo'lls years, the Entomologi.st contdbuiecl bisl3ha.re in the cmnpaign 
ag1a.inst plague, malaria, and kala-azal', visited va,l'iou,., pl,emi",es where ca'ses of kaLa-azal' 
had been harboured and loc,ulities knownaiS suitalble fo.r InoSJquito breeding. Phlebo­
t.omus and ,anophelines were not di'scov,ered in any of t.he places. ISeventy-four live 
rats, two of which were <supplied 'by the .Rel'vices wel'eeomhed a,nel 15 fleae: otbt.ained; 
the,e:e we11ee.xaminec1 .microscopically ,anr1elaf',sifierl. 

BAllTBRIOLOG I{;AIJ SEGTION 

This ,section performed clinical tests and investi'g.~rtions tree o:f charge £01' general 
practitioners and carried oot frequent [mel regular ,ex,aminatiollS of the source<> of water 
supply as shown in Table L:rX. This t!able includes examination". od' samples of water·s 
submitted by the ,Armed ,Serviees, 

Bacteriological examinations were also c.al',riecl out in connection with cases of 
food poisoning and abo for testing of milk. od' ingredients used in the preparation of 
ice cream, cheese and other foodstuffs. IMany s·pecimens were submitted for bacteriolo­
gi cia 1 ,examination from ho&pital.s anc1 Oitllt'll' Government Departments. 
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Bacteriological Examination of Water. 

-------~ ~-~"-~--- ----

~Ialt&: 

Spl'ing3 and PUlllping Statiolls: 

l."awwam (Qnmdil 
BuskBtt (Si!i;gicwi) 
Ghl1jn Qlljjed 
Ghajn Tuffieha 
Mellieha 
Wied il KlJir 
Tal Rlas ", 
Wied JI Gllasel 
Dingli l\ oad 
Ta' Qali 
Ta' Kandia 
Wied Dnlam 

GOIO: 

Ghajn Abdu] 
Ghar Ilma 
}{nr!alforn 
Mt,:nrr fax-Xmi .. , 
Mgarr Pumping :-<tation 

Reservoirs: 

Schinlls 
Luqa 
Gnax!lq 
Ta' Qali 

Vl!.lletta 
Florian.­
Hamrull 
Sliema 
M!lida 
Cosrieua 
2ebbug 
Qormi 
zejtun 
Marsa 
Hhadira 
Qrendi 
XaXXi1r 

Total 

Probable number or coliform organi~ms in 100 ml. 
of snmplc (McCrelldy';; Table,,) 

.0:iI 

;)2 
n2 ' 
5'> 
h2 
52 
"'2 
:;2 
,,2 
,,2 
1i2 
h2 
52 

?G 
21'\ 
'>1'\ 
?fl 
26 

._-----; ----------, ------------------_._----

3 t.o 11 to 21 to 31 to 41 t () 
10 20 130 40 50 

--1-- --

2 

i··· 

••• I ••• 

4 

1 ... ! 

2 

HO i 180 , 

.. , 

1 

2 

2 

6 

:} 

1 
2 

2 

7 
] 
1 

1 
:3 
\) 

... 1 ...) 2 I 

I Total 
number 

of ~alllples 
te5ted 

:;~ 

54 
52 
52 

2fi 
:2(, 
H2 
2\1 
~n 

53 
52 
5~~ 
1)2 
54 

117 
53 
:)4 
;)2 

i:l 
9 

18 
10 

---1---;:--- --:--I--i .---

6

1

213; 51 40 / 1,502 5 1.5H( 
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Aualutination Reactiolls. 2,616 5amples of blood 6e1"n ""ere snbmitted for agJglu­
tinartion test against the causa tiYe mic,ro-organiJsms of typhoid and undulant f.ever, by 
the .slide methoc1. The results are given in 'Talble LX. These results inclllc1e the 
exalD1iDation of cODtacj1s oj' cases of typhoid feyer ,18 well as employees od' the Mill: 
Ma.rketing Undertaking and otller employees enga;ged in occupations making them 
lialble to spread the infection. These examination6 ape pedonned to exclude the possi­
bility Dr[ healtby carriers. 

ill 73 other oaMS ·complete titrations ,,.-ere cJa,nie.d out, repeated tests being of 
ten done on the same ,sample to dhserve 'changed in titre. In 12 O'f such cases po·sitive 
results welleobtaiDed algainst Bruce1;a .. :MeliteDsis, ill 8 cases against Salmonella 
Typhi, in 7 other caBes agJa.inst Proteun 0 x 19 and in 18 .other c.a.ses ,againB.t Shigella 
Flexneri I. 

rl~ABLE LX 

Results of Examination of Blood for Un dulant and Typhod Fever 

Januarv 
l,'ebrual'Y 
March 
April 
May 
JUlle 
Julv ... 
August ... 

Positive reactions against 
Br. Melitensis 

Malta Gozo Total 

Positive results agaiD~t I 
S"lm. Typht Negative 

--- Reactivns 

Mal1 a Gozo Total I 

'fotal 
No. of 
Tests 

21 4 26 G G 115 UG 
12 2 14 59 7i3 
1H ,1 19 3 3 110 132 
H4 8 42 8 3 11 97 150 
80 7 87 14 B 17 1 ~4 248 
60 lIi 7G 7 7 262 345 
58 17 75 10 10 298 383 

i 45 4 49 22 ::3 25 252 32U 
September ... 
( Ictober 
November 
aecember 

I 
H9 Q 47 17 10 27 271 345 

::: 26 G 32 28 3 HI 182 24;) 
,8 H, 11 . 7 7 i 104 122 
i [) : H i 8 I -l I -l : 89 101 

1404;--81-1-4s5[-1~ --2-2-- -14-8-1-1,-98-3- -2-,6-16-Total 

BLood CUltU1·C. Cultures wereca'l'l'led out in ,10 s:1mples of !blood. These were 
caJ:ried out in 'Tryptonebroth and Tryptone agar. Growths of Bnucella Melitensis 
were .oibtained in 7 cases anc1 OJ SalmoneHa Typhi in 'one e';:U3e. 

Examination. oj g()a,t~. In the 1S1U'Vey to find out MlJe number of goa,ts infected 
with Brucella Melitensis, the laboratory stai'cf had to work overtime aIld in the spa,ce 
of three months 12,004 samples 0>£ iblooc1 £.1'0111 goats were submitted and examined. 
The resultB are given in the following table. '1'he imethod used wa€ the slide a,ggluti­
nation 'against Brucella Melitensis. 

Result of Examination Of Goat's Blood for Undulant Fever 

! 
I 

~I A L '1' A GOZO 
, 

! Total 

-----T----I-,---i 
, Total Total ."110. 
I Positive Negative of 

Positive I Negatiye Total J Positive Negative 'rota! Tests 

-----------1 -------_1---:---------
I I 

,Jan nary '" ... 236 i 538 77.1 , 2() 210 :2:':;() I 262 748 1.010 
February ... n58 I 2147 2,P05 141 72>"1 870 i 799 2,87() 3,675 
March ... ... 766 I 3,035 3,801 155 591 746 \:)21 il,G26 4,547 
April ... ... 271 I 1,::377 i 1,648 212 1,002 1,214 : 48::3 2,::37\) 2,862 

! I 
------- ------!------- ---1--------

Tolal ... 1,931 7,0\)7 
, 

~,O28 534 2,532 3.0GG 2,4G5 \),fi29 I 12,094 ... I J , 
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Diphtheria Control. III cOllllec.:tion wit.h mea~,nres to control diphtheria, 1,60·1 
SWH bs we.re ,exaanined throughout the yea l'.rr,he pLlrpose oJ this procedure is 'to con­
firm bacteriologically eve,ry c,a"e remitted to the Isolation Hospital in {Malta and GOZi' 
and not to discharge the p'a,ti,ent from isolation be1'o1'e {It least two consecutive swalbs 
have ·fa.iled to g·how the presence of Coryne,hacter:u11l diphtheriae . 

• :n Ispecial circmnstance.s when the contact", of n C,il6e \vel'e engag'ed in occupations 
making them unusuallly liable to ,spread the in'rectioll, they ,yere ,also sWi1b1bed. Out 
of iJ..79 thus examined foul' WE-,re found to ear,l'Y COl',Ylle:hac-t(:l'inm diphthel'iae and 3 
of them were proved to Ibe virulent. Virulence tests were caxried out wllen C. diph­
theriae W~\.s i€olated from discharg;n,g ears and ah:o in C'a,:,e of diphtheria, which yielded 
a, positive res:ult in s.pite ,orf intensive t.l'eatment and when the pRtient waS! declared 
to Ibe clinically clUred. A dilagnostic service for medical practitionem is >also. provided 
free of c,hal~ge. 

Details ·0'£ the num:be.r of examinatioDs cal'l'ied out ;),1'e gLV,en 1n the following 
table. ~Ihe ne,gative results include 'J~ infected with Stl'ept,ococ'cns Pyoigeneis and 3S 
with Candida, allbicans. 

Results of Examination of Swabs for C. Diphtheriae 

Onset 01 Disease 
Swabs Tot,,1 

I'o~itjve I~O 

N"gative 

Tota! ,301 312 291 

Faeces and [T1'·inc. Out of 69 salllples of f.aeces examined Shigella Flexne.ri I was 
cultiva.ted in two ca6es. !Molst of t.J1e samples sll'bmittetl ClmJe from cOllva.lescent cases 
of rryphoj,d rfever. Shigella, Flexneri I ,,,alS isolated from the £a.eces of two inma.tes of 
the Mental Diseases Hospital. [S other patients gave a pooitive 8el'Um l'61alCtion againet 
Sh. Flexneri I ina titre ranging from 1/S0 to 1/640 but (mltuJ'es cJf their £aeces failed 
to l'evea.l t.he presence of any pathogenic mic,l'o-ol'gani,;:;mf'. 

Fourteen 8amplesof mine were received for .hadel'iologieal ex'amination. In one 
Mycobaete.l'iull1 tuberculosis was detected, in 'four !Pse,udoll1onas pyocyane,a, wa·s cul­
ti,~ated, in ·one Bacterium coli and in two B. proteus. 

In cOllnection \yith the medical exaltlination of candic1ate6 for Go\'ernment alp­
pointments2,118 samplels of mine ,vme ·e,xaminec1: SO ",howed the presence otf Albumin 
and 39 gwYe {\ positiYe reaction for gluco;:;e. 

Tubel·cuwsis. 130 sputa were examined. Twenty-four sample-s revealed the pre­
sence of?-.fycobaetel'inm t,ubercnloBilB on direct examination. 

Eighteen samples of ga-stric wa~,hil1lg6 were examined by guinea-pig inoculation 
and Gulknal method,s for the presence of Myco'bacte.rinm tu!hel'Cll lOBi". 'The tulbercle 
baeiUutS was isolated fl'·om one ca6e. 

Ce'reb'rO-S1Jinal II11id8. T,welve samples \",ere examined. Neis81el'ia ll1eningitidis 
'1ms isolated in foull'. 
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Lepl'U8!f. Two nasal ,smears and t W() smears £l'!Jlll a, skin slit were examiood for 
the presence 'Of MycabacteJ'ium leprae. One nasal smeal' with ih; corresponding s,kin slit 
yidded ,a positive resuLt. 

E.N.T. Eight sw.albB were su:bmitted from eases ,of ear dischalrge for the isolation 
of the l'e€ponsilble mocro-organisms and M1eir sensitivity to sulphatiazole, flmeomycin, 
terramycin, cbl.oromycetin, streptomycin, achromycin and penicillin. 

Food Poisoning. In connection with a. ea,se od' food poisoning a .sample 0If butter 
and two samples of mil~{ f1'0111 right and left udde,r od' a .sheep were SfUibmitted. Pus 
and staphylococcus aure'uswcre detected in both ,samp1lc6 ad' milk. The ,sheep was 
suffering from mastitis. Eight ,other Isamples o'f mi~k from same Bheep were 6UJbmitted 
and Srarhyl'ccoC'ci persis led and "yere i,,<olatecl on fiYeot.hel' occa,sions. 

In connection with ,another case ()if fO.Q(l p(li~,olling a piece o.f s·ouffle was siubmitted 
for eXtamination. Starphylococcus a.ureu,s was isolated. 

In connection with other suspected cases ,of fooc1 poisoning ,samples oI:f cod, milk, 
pail washings oJ cod anc1 <saltec1 t,una ,vere eXtamined with negative finding,s. 

In cOllnection with anoutbrea,k of c1iarrhoeaat the Hospital fQr Mental Diseases 
samples of ioe-cream, eookec1 meat, wa,shing6 <Of me,H t containens a,nc1 other food item6 
were examined with negative findings, Shi'gella Flexneri I was isola,ted from the 
faeces of mvo inmates. 

Samples of turkish sweet and a <,;ample of cheese were submitted in connection 
with two 'Other cag,es ofsuspectec1 food pois,oning. No pathQg;enic bacteria were detected. 

Ice C·re,am. Samples ort ice-meam 'were analysell ,nit the laboratory and were 
examined by the methylene blue test for gmclinlg ,from the hygienic stand.point. 111 
samples were examinec1. Of t11ese 95 were foulla to be Grade I, 15 we,re fOlUnd to. be 
Gra,de '2 anc1 one failed to ;['e,ach t,he necessary standard. 

Milk and Fresh Cheese. In all ,56 samples of pa:l3teurised milk were fully examined 
btaderiologically. The tests well'e :-

i) Estimation ·of the number ·of yiable bart,eria pel' mil; 
ii) Presence of B. coli ,and thei,r number; 

iii) MethyLene blue test; and 
iv) Presence of pathogenic ibacteria. 

Six 8,amples faiLed to reach t,he re:qui.red st,andard€. regarding the lllUmber of pre­
sumptive B. coli. tOne f.a.iled as well in the {}\T.ethylene blue test. No .pathogenic bac­
te,ria were i,solated. 

Twelve samples of fresh cheese and t\yo \Samples of gozitan cheese were ex·amined 
to ,exdnc1e the pr,esence ·of BJ'ucella Melitensis. All samples were found fit for consump­
tion ,and no pathognic bacteria were isola,tec1. 

Miscellaneous. Bight smears from c.a.sese of urethral discha,rg,e were 'SUJbmitted 
and three revealed the presenC'e of N. gonoTl'hoeae. 

One sample of pleural fluid ,vas ,examined with nega.tiv,e findings. 

Hair examinations fo,l' the presence of "pores ,<lnd by the cllllture method were 
carried out in elev,en cases. Spo1res were pre.~ent in thre.e oa,sE'S anc1 lVIicroBporum 
Aurouini wa,s cuItiya ted in one ca,se, 

Samples of tomato paste and Coca, (ioln, wereex,amlned wiM1 negative findings. 

'l'en samples of yeast were examinec1 'bacteriologically. B. mesentericms, t'he 
c'ausaihve ,organiE<l11 O'f ropiness i11 bread, 'iYaIS pre,~ent in two samples. 

Twenty-one €amples .of spun-ya:rn from different firms were sulbmittec1 by the 
\!'it ater ,anc1 Electricity Departmen 1;. These ,samp1es 'we.re tested to prov,e whether the 
yalrn wa-s free from bacteria and inc,a,pa,bIe of promoting 'bacterh1.1 growth. SQme of 
the sample,s vmre sipecially impl'.egnatecl wit,h .antiseptics for use in the water supply 
system. Only five ,samples were fonnd to 'be sterile while sixteen we.re cQntamina.ted 
with different species of bacteri1a. 
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Plr-aglle. Xu <-:<tse:-: ofSllspected plague were rq)orted l1uring tbe yeaL Dead rat" 
and wiele we1'(, examined fm any ,snspieion oJ plap'ue ill/',eetioll. The Tat,s were sub­
mitted by the Rodellt Control OI'I1C8-1' ana by tlleSe.nices - llolle showed any sus­
piei'OllS signs of the dise,a,se. :\f any~lhOi\\'ec1 "j'g])...; of intel'llal haemorrhage cliue to 
wa.1'f.a1'in poi-soning. 'The mlmlber an(1 spe£ie" oJ tllt' raj;:; i", ~tllOW]] in 'l'an)le LXITI and 
LXIV. 

'l'ADL,E LX1U 

Number and species of rats examined (Civil) . 

---
I 

Rattus lV1 liS Month I Rattus flatttls Total 
I NOI'v<;gicu,", F:'llgi verus Rattus J'I'ltisculus 
\ 

------. "---

],llluary ... 2CJ{ 6 5 ~02 
,) 

February 90 2 6 106 

March 64 " 4 72 ,) 

April 52 5 57 
May 20 2 2 24 
lune 27 3 30 

J 11\)' I 16 I 117 

Auall~t ,-. 102 2 1 ( '..J. 
September 2-~ i" 4 282 

OctOber [6q ~ 4 4 180 ... .) 

November 262 4 266 
J lecemiJer ISS 10 195 

! 

Tot ,I 1. 664 14 7 50 I 7'35 

TABLE LXIV 

Number and species of rats examined (H.M. DOClkyard and Services). 

Month 

January 
February 
March 
April 
)\Jay 
June 
July 
Augu'it 
September 
Oct()bn .. 
~()vemb(r 

December 

, I I I Rattus I Hattus 
'I' Norvcgicus i Frugiyerus 

_._- 1-----

I 
I 

I 

12 

7 

4 
3 

2 I 

10 

q 

13 
4 

5 
9 
X 
2 

4 
" .) 

10 

J 

6 
8 

60 

Ha,tlus 
Hattus 

32 

12 

[ 7 
8 
6 

24 
35 

124 

41 
42 

9 
5 

355 

"\Ius 
Musculus 

~o 

4 
8 

41 
3 

IJ 
42 
18 
42 

3 

200 

Total 

13 
.).4 

90 

168 
0' , ,) 

54 

Found 
infected 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
,'\ i 1 
l'\ i I 

Nil 

Found 
infected 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
i\ il 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
.Nil 
~il 

Nil 
[\' i I 
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'1'he number of ships inspeeted vvas 1,0:;m a,,, against 1,712 in the previous yeal'; 
many motOl' ve.ssels ·of small tonnage which ',).Pl'iv.ed Jrom healthy pmt,s h(we not been 
inclndedas they we're not su/bjectecl to merlie,[d inspection. 

'The llumbe,r of ail'Clraft inspected wa~ Hi~1 ,a" against 1\)\) in' the 111'0Vio>us year. 
The reason for this dec]'ea~e Ii'; the fact that rhe llllmiher 011' ·"ehetlnlecl aiecnaft comin? 
h()m illffcted awl :-,u:,;reder1 place" liar! c1ee! l'a~t'd dlll':llg tllf la~l "lix ll1rmths of the 
yleJa.r· under reyie\'l' ()\\'lng t.o trouble in the iSllez area. 

Her ::\:Iajesty's ",hips and United States naval ship.s ealling ,at ,::\Ialta 'were all granted 
pl',atique by ,rac1io thl'Ou.gh the Flag o UiCtT • ::'ITa li a , beewllse none of them ha,d un­
healt:hy condition.s on hoard at the time Clfan·jYial. Ships Ibelonging to the navies 
of other na,tions wen' boarded h." the ·rort ,:-Ieclieal Ol'lieer on duty, ana granted pl'atique 
in the usual '\vay. 

From the epide11l io1ogieal poillt of "iew, the yea.r un<1:e1' review has been calm and 
uneventful, ,as tbere were no mft jor epiclemies a:hroad which threatened c1ir,ectly the 
he,alth of the populatioll of these hlalld,,:' lle\'ertheless the routine pl;eeautiollaJ:'Y mea­
sm:es were >Ca!uie·d Ollt with no less effieienc~' hecause of the exilStenee OJ sporadic 
C{lses of smallpox. t.'TU1'llSanc1 relapsing JeTer in N Q.l't:hAfriea. and in the N,ea r Ea.st, 
whence passengers and crew,:; aJTiwd here within the incubation ]1el'iod of those 
di"ease~. 

rIhe use of \Tirelesis telegraphy h.\' fihips fur the purpose of obtaining medical adviee 
fUll' patient.s on Ihoa.rd is inc.reasing: in fact, masters or!' ~hil)5 of variOlus nationalitie6 
have f,reguelltly availed themselves ill this l't''''ped of the serviees of Oll!' Port Medical 
Officen:: 'hoth by d,ay and by night. Their radiognlllls, whieh ,\yere l'eeeiY'l'll ilhroug,h 
Oalb1e and \,IVi,reles." Ltr1 .. \Yen: always promptly answe,red h)· the Medieal Officer on 
duty .at the Gwaml Hn rhour: om rep] ie" we,re passe<1 by telephone. to Calble and \iVir,e­
le<3B Ltd., WJlO in turn tran"mittec1 tl!Pll1 ,diredly to the ships by I<lHlio; t.hus the 
ma'ste.r oil' a sbip may get ,an ans,ver to hi" enq,nir.,' in a matte,r of less than a, tI'L1'al'ter 
of an ltOll'r. 

There ,\\'pre mml." inst'i1llr;es w]ll'n,..,liip"- called at ':VIaU,a. oilly to hmc1 si<ik persons 
suffering from mpdical or ;.;.wrgical condition;:;: sm:h ship~ ll~ually entered the Grand 
Rmibollr e'Xcept whell t.hey ,vel'(' eanying ill'namllla1hle l'ilrgo in which ('a,se they llnd 
to put in at '3far:::axlokk 13a)'. 

AmoIllg t.he inlfediolls c1isea~·es on hoan1 then' w<)," nothing worthy of note as 
they consilStecl 011' th~' ('ommon c1isea,se'" :Vleasles. Ge,l'm,m :Vleasles,C'hickenpox, Influ­
enza, Pl1eUmOll ia, ::'IT mnp". Pnhnona r~' 'l'lI.lw:·clIlosi" ,anc1a caSl' df I.Jepro,s~· \vho was 
landed hefr:e and relllittec1 to St. Barl,holomew Ho . .;pital. 

The llluuber oJ pas'senger,,:> (exduding h['nice persolUld .and Da.ssengel's in transit) 
'il>lTiving in Malta hy "ea· was 0,O-lcl anel hy ,air 2-1.688 amounting in all to 33,727; out 
of this total 772 \W·!'f:' ,'PI,lea with 'I\'fnning for metlieal sQll'veillaneeand 1,279 were 
served with the Notice. advising them to revil't io a medical pl'~wtiti()ller immediatel,\' 
if they felt un\'l'e II. 

All <ship"'. with the exeeption of a small 11'llmlhel' of mot()J.·~sailing vessels. (l,nd 
yachts, were provided ""ith v,alic1 deratting certificates, ,0.1' more fl'eqnentl~T del1atti:ng 
exernption ee.rt,ific,ates. isslld hy the Sanital',' :\urlm!'itiec'. recogni,;ec1 for this Imrpo~e 
by the l11tpl'llatiollal Sanitary Hegnlatioll'::. 

'1'he 1JUmbe~' of in"pectioll'; d imlloite<1 frl'~,h fi"h ha.ssOlllewhat decreased as a 
l'e.sult of Govel'lJl11eJ1t policy or encOl\1l1a~ing r.]H:' local fishing ina.nstl'~'. 

At the Port Health Office ,are ched:t'cl the "anita!]'Y certifieatesi for im!)O'rtec11a,rc1, 
tomato.es, ,etc. .\ ,~tirici control ,\':1" a ]'0 exe]'ci, er\ on the im,])orta tio]1 otf DT0SeITec1 
mea,t prOaUei6, sndl as ham. ,~au",ages. ,;alallli. ILm'on etc. h)~ the checkin'g od' the 
he,alth certificate~ relatiYe to ·eaeh sneh ('onsignmellt 'belr()~'e its rele,ase b.,' the Cu€toms 
aUNI0J:ities. 

Theshodagp of light,prs has CTeilted :t ,:,;plj'ioll'- pl'Oh:elll to the I.Ji:ghtel\:.;' Company 
as regard,s keeping tlie (Taft in a clean C()]l(rtiOll: th;.-: happened eSipecially ,at times 
when thel'e \yas a J'U.sh of sllip3 di"eha,l'ging (,:I,rg·o. n" ;n tlipsp ci]'(1l1lllsilanees tlwre wa,s 
hardly any time for withc1.rawillg the ligllter" from sPl'v:c:e for t,he nsnal routine cleall­
ing. In c:ollseq12em'e thi" ,state oJ aHai,rs l;!'cE'c,,,itat'erl t.lle clail," .<;nperyi,c;iOlI od' tbe 
hghters by Nle Port Sanital~' lllsrector in (J.J'de.r til keep them in IU l'easonalbl)- clean 
(''Onc1ition. 
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The Port Sanitary Tnsredo]', lll',.;jdes k", 1l1)uul 11 e,al tll \York, ill,;j)edcll and 
took ,cmnplfls hom C()!l';~'1lJm'll~'~ Id' '·;If!Jlll'.l ('1J1l11l11)(lJjjp'';, ":Hc]l a~ IIi] and ,o;n.g"al'.He 
took \Sumples fo)' exami La lion nf 'lmclzl ime(/ it nd {'(Jllt'i,,:.:u,) ted foorlstnHs a t the Customs 
Bonded 'Stores Frior to sale. HE' al~() ill~rl'ctl'i! fr:o(h·tl1Hs ,amI su,rplus mes,.::; gea,!' at 
H. M. Yic:hlalling Ya~(l before thl-<r ~all' (.l 11](' ]I1'h1:('. He continuec] to perform 
reguial' inspectil)IlS at Lliqa ail'p(llt ;lll(1 j'''! i i(,IILrly itt th(, r(';;talll'allt \\'liieh i" 11l11c·ll 
fre.guented by ai,]' pas:-engers and ("neW.;. 

A summan' of the w()l'k ]le]'fOl'llledhy the Pol'( Health Stud'[ during H)6G 18 tillown 
III tille fol101Win'g table. 

T.\HLE LX\' 

Summary of th9 work performEd by (he Port He'ilth Staff during 1956. 

Ships inslJeded in all the Hurholir 
Ships in"'pected in the Grand Hn jl]WlIl' 

Ships illspeded at Mal1'»axIokk Ha)' 
Ships inspec:k·d at 1::\I.ll']'s:amxett Hal1b(mr 
~hips in6pec:tet1 outside ha.rhour 
Airc1'Hlft dealt with hy the ,Port J\I1'(]ic:al Oflleel':; 
Ships im;pectecl and ~dmitter1 to llratiqllle 
Shi:ps ini'lpeded and kept in qnanllltine 
ShipS) having. or havinlg had, infeehm;< Ili"ea"e on honrd 
AircJ.',aJ't haying ini'edioll" (li-sea"e on hl),l"tl ... 
N'l1lIlbel' of ease" {)If il1'fecti,olls c1iseaH:' on ,hoa.]'(l 
N1lll11hel' of eases OIf i llIed i 0 liS (t "'["ti "(' (F'r()~et1 f'lf ! l;·j 0]' to nTl'i y:\ 1 
N'llmiber 01' ensp" of infection" cli"I':1'1' Lmc1pr] at :'fa.lta 

1,929 
1,82L1: 

68 
31 

6 
169 

1.923 
6 

41 

56 
fi 

Per,sons arriying hy sea ~ery('cl with \\'a 1"] in.g for surveiHance 
Persons ar,]'iving by aill" "elTed with warning for "'I1]1]'Yeillance 
Persons ·arriving by sea s-erwll witlt )rotin' J'(' infedi,olls c1isear:;es 
Persons a.rriving h," air 'NYE'J with :\,)ticC' J'C' infectiolls dist'C16es 
Pm'sons kept nnl1pr sll'.l'l'eiJ1ance 111"pecie(1 [11 the Pnrt Health Offtc.e 
Inspections of importe(] 1'rt' . ..;·11 fish 

17 
660 
112 
372 
007 
17 

125 
6 Ships partially (] isinfeeted 

Ships partially fumigated 
Aircralft dif;illfected Dr disil1'fe"te(1 1. 
Sh~ps, lighters and ot}wr ('ratft in"pt'deI1 11\ the J'ort ,Sanitary 

IU6pectOl 
Certific:ates 1'e Hay. Stra,w,and Cotton .Fed examined 
Certificates 1'e T()matoeo; examinec1 
Certifi.ea te6 ]'e Ilu,;'d examined 
Certificates 1'e Meat products examined 

Foodstuffsett:., examined hy jhe p(:1'l S;)ni1a1': 11l~I)edor:­

Pl'eserved Fl'Uit 
Preserved \~ egeta bles 
Tinne(l ~Iealt 
Frozen Mt'I<J, t 
Pigs Feet 
Fats 
Souips 
Tinned Fish 
Frozen }'is:h 
Tinned:\Iilk 
Sugar 
Jam 
Biscuit,s 
Chocolate a flel Sweets 
Goffee 
Oatmeal 
FlolUJ.· 
Rice 
'Wheat 

2,263 

50 
161 
728 

4,100 lJb6. 
18,000 Ibs. 
21,500 llbs. 
1,000 Jibs. 
1,150 Jb6. 
3,300 ~bs. 
1,850 lbs. 

7;')0 1b6. 
80 ]bs. 

21,000 tins 
50,000 tba>g6 

1,650 1bo::. 
5,010 1b". 
2,000 lIbs 

450 lhs. 
230 Ilbs. 

1,500 11al£('s 
Ron lb~. 
120 tons. 
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l<"liEE D[J}l GNLSA1'110S S'.I~·HVJjCE 

'1'his ye,a~r is the fourth yean: ·of a service which offe,l'S to the general public free 
immnni6a'tionagaiu,st Diphtheria and Typho,id Fever and B.C.G. Vaccination against 
':FuJberculosis. During this year 1(\ new fjeld O'f opera,tions WilS. opened when va,ceination 
against Polirl1lyelitj" \\'a8 nh,o made a:vaija,hle to the puQ)Dic in cel'tt1in ;::elected areas. 

The \"au'inatil'1l jll'Og'r:llllllw j" drawn LIlt' IlJUlldl uhcad alld the \"nl'c:i.natioll teanl. 
which ismn·cle up of n doctor, tVi"O n11]''':;es and a Sanita,ry Inspector visit,s the looalities 
on the programme. ~Ialta, :,md (+ozo a,re div,iaed into two areas which are visited 
by rotation. '1'l1e lOl'aJities in one a1',e,a receiYe Diphtheria. and Typhoid Immuni.sation 
whi Ie i hc~t' ;n the other l'l"cein-B. ('. G. \ac(' i]Hnion. _ \Her tWO years when all tIl(" 
Island has 'been e.u'i'ered a eh,mge over take~. place and 10caLit,ies ~vhic.h ha,d J1eceived 
B.C:,G. are giwn ~\lltidip'htherj,a and Antityphoi,d and vice versa. 

Befo.l'{j a localit.\~ i" visited tlle J)e.parhnent issnes norticles to t,he press; these are 
a.lso read in the Central Office of 1nJonnation Bnlletins. on the Re-elifd'usion broa,dc:a,sting 
system. The Pari"hP]'ieBtof the locality is a·15o furnished \yith C1 copy of the notice 
\yhich he kindly reaus during the Sunda~" masses. preceding the immnnit,mti,on weel:. 
The Mobile Cinema of the Department also yisits the locality '(lnd by means of films 
wit:h a running c()mmentary in ·::\fahese explains. the techni'gue ancl met.hods used in 
this preventive service. The .Sanitary Inspector flf the di,strict visits the homes in his 
area, distribute,.s jl]yitatiol1 cards and infonns the householders OIf 'the purpose of these 
Yaeci11la tiol1is. 

In eye]',\' loeajity Yi~ited the Government 1',l'illla,1',V School is used aB the 11ood­
clua;rters for the team. 'rhe Bll'llcation lJ.epa,rtment llrovic1es a class-room whioh serves 
as a dinic and which i~ opened to the public. Dnring this ye,ar eleven localities 
were visiteu.All the pl'ivatenud, I{indergarten schoo16 in each locality were also 
visited t,hus pa'ovicling alltll6 chilchen \,-itll the f'ame oppol'tnn.ity of availing t.hemselves 
of thi.s l)1'evPlltiY.esell'yice. 

Immrmi,"aiion against Diphtheria j", ofJered to ,all children from slix months to 
five years. ''1'his immnnisation is ca.lT.ied out; !by giving two inject.ions of 0.5 cc A.1P.T, 
with an interval of fonr\\"eeks bet.ween the first and second dose. The total numfbel' 
of ehilc1rtCn w'ho reC'eiwc1 both d(k.e.s i.'- JOS. 'There we,re nine othe,rs who received 
booster doses. 

\""lIptta 

Sliem<l 

lJlSTIUCT 

Total 

Diphtheria Immunisations 

i I I 1, t, Do,e 2nd Do,;e 

!-_._----
Hpfrci'hC'l' I I 

[lose I I';x-patient 
--------- 1--

\) i 
! 

288 107 I 

Fnm for 
Vaccillat 1011 

.. ----- - .... --- -- :---.... --.. -~I----- '--- --'-
(j:?J) -IO,\'!): 100 

I 1 

-------------------------~. --------------------------
.\nti-typlltlid allll para-t,qll[!ld .\, ILl '. ill()('lilal"iU1I'; were ql.l'l'ied (Jilt on children 

and young ,a,dults aged from 7 ~"ears to 21 years .. \ll,.Secondary 18chool,,>, 'bot.h Govern­
ment and pl'iYate 011es, ,veu'e visited fOIl' 'i;hi.s purpose and in every se-hool yisited the 
vaccin.ation team was quite welcome. InoC'lllations against typlloi·c1 l'eyel' were ca,1'rie(l 
out with "ll1ti-t,\~ph()icl para-typhoid AJi,C. vtlceine CT.V.S). 

The fi.l\st do:::e for children was 0.2 -0)'5 C.l: follo·\Yec1 four weeks l,atel' by the 
seconc1.ary dc.se of O.cJ-OJ) C.C Fo]' the ad'un" the Ji,r,:;{ .dose was O.,J c.c. and the second 
dose, a1s'o fOlll' weeks late.r, 0.8 c.c. The,re \yelre no severe l'eadions. and no ill-effect'" 
were noti·cec1. The llllma)el' 0'£ inoclllatiPJls dllring the ye,u' \\',as ':6,265 fir:st do,se and 
:2.00~) Se'COlla dc"-'t'. TllCI't' \Y('n- ;'5 n\fr('~l!(,I' (lose..; and (j(-j pt'l''-'on" were fonnd unfit. 



72 

.Medical practit.ioner" ,lwe l)upplied wJll .\.1.).1'. f.ree of eila,rge but only 30 il1l111Uni­
saticms were carried Ol1 [ hy printte pl'Hctitioners. 

Typhoid Immunlsatoln 

mSTHlCT 1.-t. Iln~e 

I . I I ~ I Lilli 

Sliem<l 1.1-11; ~ I',!:.! 

Total 

., ., 

.) 

1-llfi t. fol' 
\Ti:\ccinntinll 

1,/ 

-Ill 

1)1; 

III the f(j]]cwillg ]oc,l'litil'- tlIt, y;tu'illation H',llll ('alTi('d Ollt only fil'~t (l()~{-' immLUJisa­
t,ions. dille to the fact that ('aRe~ of .J>oliolllwHis o(,C'UlTed in tIle are,a. (fhese cases 
lingered on fOol' a llum1he,1' oj' week~ and I"ell':: yahw.hle work \va,.., thus lost as all immu­
nisa:tion adiyitie,s \v,ere stopped. 

·L\l)Ld~LX. \"I'll 

Number of kt Do£es of A.P.T. and. T.A.B.C. Immunisations 

msn'HCT I 
I 

A.P.T. T.A.B.C. 

-I 
TOTAL 

---~ -_. -. ---- -_. 1----
MarsaXlokk .. j;J 

I 
f)() I lOn 

'\lar~ascala ;.JH I 
(''' 10 .. 1 I )q 

B:rzebbugia 19'/ 
I 

247 .. I~-I 
<1 haxaq :.!l:! 

I 
3(1-1 illli 

Glldj<l 22 
! 

81 103 
UingJi r)fl 

I 
1:l(; J!)~ 

KirJ(up D9 \17 1\11; 
Safi ... ·f;J Gil \),] 

ZUl'rip<J :!:-)() ~)40 7~O 

--~---- ._-------

TOTAL \)(;0 l,GSl 2,;j~ l 

B.C.G. VaC'cination 1,S becorning lll(ll'ealltl lllort' popuJoal' ,and more parent;;; are 
t.aJ{in.gadvanta,ge of thi,; mea>'u,re to ,protect their children against: TtUb(~l'culosis. The 
routine adopted in ]3.C. G. YacC' ina tion it:> <1:." Joll():W'':): the fil',st three days of the 
week ,alre .dedic,ated to lS'kin test.ing: t.he L\d.l'enalin -Pirquet test ,is used. For this 
test, old Tuibel'culin is used wit'h an addition of 1 'Chop 1 % ,Ac1r.enalin to eaeh c.c. of 
tHlbelculin. Two ~enttel!e" each] /'2 e.lll. long are made t]umgh thE' epic1ermi1s ()n the 
y01ar aspect of thE' IE'ft fme ann. ill the miclclle thi,l'c1. Olle drop of the prepau:ec1 adre­
nalin-tu1berculin js ,11U,bbecl by lllf"alh ()fa gla..;" nd into the scratches. r1'he test iB 
read 7'2 hOlUB after the application. 

L\,.. definite infi1iration with a dianwter oj' 3 ltl.l1l. j!s C'on:-;iclerec1 88 p()6itive ani! 
B.C.G. Vaccinat.ion is not ('onsiderecl l1ecess'HT.'l'he second three davsof the wee!k: 
awe reserved fOT re,ading' the te"t" and rorB.('.G. Yaeeinatiol1. The "Vaccination is 
given intracutaneousl.,' :1:" snpe,l'fieially as po,sibl.e into the skin of the deltoid region 
of the led't ~JlOlIl(lel'. 1/] 0 ('.C·. ()Jrlte Y;\(>('il't' i" ll~el1. 'The iujectioll i", giwn ,,].::)I\yly 
in ordel' to avoid hanning- tIlt' ri::;"l1'e, and leave . ..; a 'wheal albout 10 m.m. in diameter. 
No B .. C.G. Yaccilleis w'~"c1nd'ter 1·1 d,a?" of it.s prepalratioD. 

Ten localitietz in ,Malta anc1 ()]lL" in G IJ/:O. and [on l' major collegeB and .in,.;titution.s 
\vel'e visited during the :v·en]'. ;'5.812 ]It',r~olls \\L'I1'e tested, 1,752 were found tUlbel'cnlin 
positi'i'ie, 3,418 \ye,]'e fOl1nd negariH' anl1 !3}37 I llel',()ns ,vere y~vccina'ted. 
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P,or the first time this .'-ear a lim,iied a,mollllt of ,allti~Poliomyeliti$ v~LCcille wa'S 
availalbIe and the Free Jmmrllni~a tion team yisitec1 Z aJbbal', Gz;ir.a, )'Tosta anc1 Rabat. 
The response 'was good am1 all the supply was pxhau,,;tec1. 

The Ya,c('ilw used was of Ellg]i~h mnllufacture and \\'a'''' kept at _10(' as speeiifiC't1 
by it~ manufaeturersc. J t :s a modified Snlk-t,\'pe \-accil1e fnj' j1ll111llni~ntioll aga,in,;t 
all three types of poliomy,eliti,:; virus. The three "trains have ,been pl'Opwgatec1 se:pa­
rately by ti<3s:ue ('Ultll,: e on monkey tiEHH=' and killing h,\- fOl'lnalc1ehyc1e. The COUl'se 
of immunirsation consists of two injections, ea'ch oJ 1 e.c Yacci'lle with a-n intel'va:l 
0[ at least three weeks between them. Administration uln's,lwen by c1ee,p intl~a-muscular 
injection into t·he le;ft 'upper anTI. 

I 
'rhe number of chil(lren yaceinated against PolioJl1yeJ.iti-s in the foUl' localities 

wa,s 1,654, 8ag were males, 815 were [,emales, The following hyo taJbles show the 
number of chilC!ren vaccinated ]w Di'strict an(1 by A(te. There'~\yere no eomulioations 

~ ( "-. 1.,: 

or ill-effect,,_ 

District l\l a los 

----------

zabbar 

Giira ... 1:22 

Mosta ... 

Rabat 185 

---- -.-----

Total saD 

Date of Birth I 
1 

Males 
-----,-----1 

1955 

19,,4 

HJ5a 

1852 

Hnl 

HJ50 

1949 

l\Wl 

1\)47 

19-1G 

W45 

19·H 

HJ43 

H)4~ 

----
Totnl 

i 43 

53 

UB 

8a 

113 

104 

111 

125 

61 

1 

----_ .. ------1' 
88\) 

I 

F~males 

49:3 

114 

1()2 

lOG 

815 

Ft'males 

138 

,,;) 

7,) 

8;) 

B8 

111 

7~) 

112 

102 

59 

2 

---1--

815 

Tobl 

I,OOil 

~,3r, 

17-1 

~41 

1,(1:i4 

Total 

81 

lOS 

142 

IljO 

181 

224 

183 

22B 

227 

120 

:2 

1,flC)·1 



Scat"Clluill!/, l"erltap" 1)<) (\thel" Sl'I"\"ict' enl"~W;; Ollt itos <let.rnill'" under more 
sU6tained and continuons p'lIlblic: SCl"utillY than the PUlhlie Cleansing Serviee. HOIWBve.r, 
the puhlic often expect" res'l11t" from tlii~ St'lTic'C' which ,H'e not ahvaye within its 
power und limit to efJec,t, 0]' raMl,el' to lllaint.ain, 'without tlie actiye suppOirt and co­
operation of the puhlie itself. 

During the year unc1er re\,le\\' the dn.ily deansing of shreets wa,s 0<ld'l'ied out with 
more thou'olughne:36 than heretofore. ~o cHou-ts were ISiIHll'ed to imbue the men on 
thi:-; Sen'j(<(, wirh a h\~!lH'r ";Pl1"e cd' di,eiuJine and to in,;tHlct tl1E'm to perrform their 
work with more propriety and e~l,re. 

In OIrder to fall in line \\'illt llwdt,1'll pructice .and to "g'iYe this, Sell-vice i:iome kind 
of d~stinction, street-5weeper" in Yalletta, Flo,l'iana,H anll'Ull, -:\I6ida, Pieta, Sliema, 
(i;i.im, PIl"wia, Tnlxien, I{a!\lilt and .:\Jtlina were jssl1e,d \"jtll nniform,c; conRi.sting' of a 
khahi ;acket allll cap, pj'()yi(lc(l with nn appropriate ba(lge, It j,.s expected thnt, in 
dne (,OUl''';P, "n'peh"Wl'epel',~ tll!'ollgllOnt ~\laltH and GO!':l) wOlll(l be similarly provided. 

'11t(:, rei'I"('-tll:CJ\:.; (/etailpd Oll ill< ~elyicl' \\'ere fittl'llll~) 'with ,-;uita1ble c:oYel'ings to 
e]1l"llll' a mOll" hygiellic coj]ec·tioll alld diO'j;,::;;aJ d dl'eet,reJlI:-'e from the yarions distl~i{'h'3. 

TlH" ""I'vict' Ju]' rlle n'lllCIYal (if' "loll-watn, a;; well ,il'''; the O'ervice fo], the free 
lllllilying of ce""pil:-', int]'o(lllcecl two ,\'(:'ar..; ago, cOlltimle(l tu function smoothly and 
c,ullt.imH"(l to P(1H' or gJ'ea.t help ill keeping delln loca1itie',., not l'olllwciecl with the main 
"t'\\t'r, 

T11t' bFaches, i'requented hy baLlIet's and ho\idayrnaker::;, received l'on::;tal1.t att,entioll 
and ,,'Pl'e )'pgllIHrl~' ('\eHn"ed dm'ng the SUll111Wl' months 11." a s<[lu(l detaile,d fo]' thnt 
pH rtjcuIal' Illll'po"e. . \ Ii ttle co-opel',1 tion from the Jlll bh- wOlllcl cel'tainl~- help in 
Illl~in~uining a higher (le,:_n't'e 0 1' ti(rllt,~" ",hidl ewr:vboc1." :s bound to appl'eciate and 
enJoy. 

r:T011.SG-1'Glll,~e collection Servicc. Tlw daiJ,\' ('olleet.ion of hOl1se-l',elnse wa,s l'egula,['­
h' ~:arl'i('c1 ont (luring' the yeill'. 'rile collection of refuse from ~l'l'\'il't' areas whidl during' 
]'11OO't of the second hall" of the yenr was l"xcept:onally Ill' (Y,\' dill' to e~t.ensiyc' tronT) 
1l10yelllc~l1t~, eontinnec1 ,c;imilnrly to he performe,c1 ([ail.". 

Thi" ~(,I'Yi('e haC' ahYHY" pl'e~ented the Department with n llitfficu\t problem. Charges 
are sometimes ma<1e against the {'rews ,of refuse-va,ns for spilling refuse while emptying 
tlus: hins on to the YallS, thel'eby (lirtyi,ng' the streets. 'rhe Depn,rtment is cons6ous of 
tlWRI" eOll1]llaints 1\11(1 dots nor fail to deal sPH'rely \\'itll ey;c1ent ads of negligence ill 
thi" (·oI1Tledion. Howey(:']', tlll'l'e i" also another aspect to this problem \\'hich, likewise 
has to he considered. 'I'h;s refers to the quality of the major pf1rt of the dust-biJ1s, 
l)]'oyicl('(! hy the Jlll hI ic: fol' collection, wh ich definitel,\- are not suitable nor fitted for the 
i;nteJ1odea plll'pose, The diffi('nlt~' which perha,ps this problem may also raise to t.he 
public" i::; not ignored, ~-et. '[he Department \vonlcl appreciate if mOl'e co-operation I" 
forthcoming in this matter, 

'l'he hOlllSe-l'e.[use colleen'eel durin£;' the ,veal' amOrnntecl to ]:2,684.2215 tons and the 
following by-pl'Oc1ncts \\,ere taken:-' 

PlllY("l'iz~'d man11l'e 8,527 tons 
Rnn p pa}H"r 2U· tons 

"Vaste cardhonrd 94 tons 

Fi1'ewood 38 tons 

l\ng~ 8 tons 

Rcrap I rOll 78 tons 
Gla;.;s bottle" 22 lons 
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Tlw sale of by-pmdllds indllding alllounts left oYer fr0111 la::it yea,]" a,nd the fees 
fo], the use of the weigbbl'idge by the puhlic:, realised a tobl ofc£4,43a 19s, l1d. as 
detailed hereunder;-

Pulyer'zed lll·anll re 8A09.778 tons for :1:'2.10:2 17s. 1d. 

t:)c:nlp paper 914.307 tons for .£ 211 cls. Orl . 

\Yaste ulrdh(}llJ'll 8(1.17 tnns for t 1 :3.5 jli,;. (1: l. 

Pirew()()(l :28. (in(i ton" 1'01' . £ 123 \)5. 8d . 

li.ags 8.311 lons for J! :3:3 ;)s. Sd. 

t:)('l'Up- i l'Oll 07. \)\);3 tons for . £ 8::)]. }:3,; . Gd. 

Ulass hottles :21.014 tons for . £ 88 15s . 5d. 

Broken glass :2~(). 0 ton" fOl' t 22 Oti. 0(1. 

\,\T eigh hri rlge reeti £ 88-+ los. 7(1. 

Total l~evenlle :f:cl A33 Hk Ild. 
-----------

3,-+U:2 tons of other refuse of no YJlue were lhsposNl·of at Luqa. Dump ,vhile .G tons 
of glass bo:t1es was supplied to the l1wr1ieal stOl'es o[ this Depa.rtTnent. 

Jlillilltell((.IlCt; of Pllblic COilDl'lliell(,(,s. 1}leaslIrt'.s ('ont,:m1ed W bl' bhken t.o keep 
Jllllhlie (onveniemes' in a jll'OpP!' "tate of repair md to mainta.in them, ilO:; far as fenlsible, 
[n a. cOllt.i.nuolls ,state of h.\'gieIlt'. During 1,112 ."ear, two new model'll htl'ine6' were 
opened for ladies one at the UppcJ' HaJ'racca Gnn1en,.;, \"alll'tta, ,al1<1 the other at .S.t. 
1"hiJip Square, Zeb1mg. Two lllodem lntr:ll("'; \\'('l'P <ll·~<. opened fur men at St. rhlbp 
t!qnarp, ;(;eOlllt1g and <It )'lal'ina, Seng1ea. 

The intensive c:alll]lrtlgn agai,nsl rat infestat.ion was eontinller1 throughoul the yE~lr. 

As in the prEvions years the method of c:11o;c:e eOl}f;isted :n placing plain baits for 
a, number of (bys and then snbstituting with poiRone.c1 baits. "Dak l{,\t Lime" \"elf' 

a1",(' use(l with good effed against mice, and Hecl Sqn:n 'was found llsefn1 w1wn other 
pois(1),s could not he n,"ed hecanse ()if danger to pelts anr1 rlonwstic anim,a.ls. 

Dming 1\)56 farmers in eertain areas reported an inel'ease 1n the number of rats 
(H.a,:tus N'ol'veg'icns) in field and farmsteads. Immechlte .action was taken by the 
Roc1e.nt Contl'o( Statl' to deal with S11Ch infesta·tions. Severa.l othel> farmers sougl~t. our 
ac1yjee :lnd tookac1vantagp of 0111' free c1istriJbntion of poison baitsancl of Ollr inst.ruction~ 
as to ;ts 11se. I~ater s('\-(:'l'a1 of these farmers reporte(l the good res111+s that the:- 11a(1 
obtained. 

It has been notea t ha t a periodical SUJllmer in('rease in the r.a,t population occll1'~ 
around hrIlls, fielcle; and dumps; this is followed by a s11c1c1en drop with the c()}ning 
of winter; ho\\'e'le1' tIl(" number orr rats flud,nate.s c"10w1~-oyer a nnrnijwr oJ :'eill1s. 

'l.'o\\-a](ls tlJe ena <'if ill(' ,H'ar it wa,.; (It'cidL'(1 tn ealT,\' :()nt tests with "Sore:-,:" 
V\Tmfal'in. 

rrlte process, as j,.; ,,>ell kuown, IR 81m\' killing and \\"ltenever th('1'e are larger ,lIlt1 
troublesome infestations pm~ti'cularly in warehouses and storeh0l1ses, a knockout opera­
tion wi<th Zine l'hosph'de poisoning appears to he prefernh1e. 

A total of ,!.7 rown~ aud \-illage::' ineluc1ill.g tlwil' ::'llJ'1'ou1J(ling~ were del'atted durin" 
the year. Other complamts of odd rats 01' mice infesta.tiolls ,vere dealt with immedi'atelv. 
'1'he sewers in Valletta, Floriana, :\Iosbl and Zebhug' in l\Ial~a, Victoria nn(l Ghajnsi'e-
18m ill Uozo l'eeein'ri routine treatment .at ::,;x mont11h- intervals. Dlll'ino' the Snez 
Canal~lllergene'y .in co-opl"rat~oll ,,,'illl the Army Authorities, areas O('C'llp;ea':\y r['l'OOp,~ 
,yere glYt'll the l1tmost uttentlOll. 
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III their sllr\'e~"s the Hodl'llt Control Ntaff inspeded "W,m6 s;tes of whidl g,O():) 
were fO!!I1(l to requi'/'{' del'aUing. III localitie;.; wherE' there is a public sewer it is the 
rontine pradi('e to place poi~·()n dow]) each lllanhole' at the same t;me tll:1t surface 
baiting is lwing' c<ll'l'ied Otlt. 

Thl' lllIlllber of liw rah: submitted 10 the Laboratory In; tile Hodent ('Olltro~ 
OfJicer was 7:2. Thc'se mts we're trapped ill diffNent arelS a<llcl ~xallli'l1ed to ddt'l"lIl:m 
the tll',L ill(lex. 

The incidellce of :\I urine 'l'ylilllt:-i rqlOJ'ted during tIle year has shown an appreciable 
decrease cOlTlpared witll that of the pre\'jcJUs year. In all case's the hOllse where tlw 
patie,nt liYed and rIte snrrolllld'ng areas were inspected for the presence of rats. 

Accnmnlatioll:-i of rubbish or refuse OhtH:'I.'\"e([ by tllt" staff dllri,ng theil'nt inspeetions 
were brought to the ]Joti(T of :he Hanill),.'" Inspector of the area and the necC'ssary 
aetioll was taken. 

rTheoretical and Pruc,tical lecture" OJl rat control ,wr2 cleliwl'e(l by the Hodent 
Contt'O,l Officer to student Sanitary inspez:rol'c; and Sen<ce per8onnel. 

rl'll(' Hoden! Contl'·ol COllllllittee \\'hidl is cOlllJlosed of representatiws of t.he :'IIech'al 
,mel Health Depal",l1wnt awl of tIlt' 'l'hree N2ryices met every t\Yo months nnd (lisc:ussed 
tilt' b;-molltltly progl't's;; I'f]lOl'ls and other llIatters of interest cOllcerning }\Tedical ancl 
Hea Ith aspects. 

The utmost co-opera lion het\\"ee 11 the C i \-11 A l1t1lOribes anc1 the services Was main­
tained. 

'I'lt, <)!'aIl1 ;ty of pO;~'()Jl (ill ()Z".) uDed ill the preparat'oll of baits \\-as as follows:­
Zinc Phosphide ;) .1.');'): _\rsellic- -J~ : Alpha-IHlphthl,\--thi<o-nrea ::36~ ; Hed Sqnill pcnnler 
:2701 ,Illel \'I-al'fm'in ;'):2}. 

The followillg j." a snmmail'y 0,[ Hoc1ent Control ope.ratiollDby the pl'e:baj,ting 
uwthod : 

~ IHUhel' O,l aren", td'ea.tecl , .. 
Quant.ity oJ plain haits laid III ozs. 
Pla,in bait take,.; u:bserve(! 
Qnantity Dr IJoi";OIl hait'" lai(l in ozs. 
Poison bait takes ob",ervec1 in oz,;. 
Dead rat;; l"olleded 
Bstillmted mun lwr oJ ra ~s killed by po.isoning 

:F'jrst 

Tl'eatl1ll'ut 

2:39 
10,0:28 
1;3 Jj;,)2 

1151-[8 
5,820:1: 
2,501 

1~1 ,398 

Secoml 
'l'reatrnellt 

226 
12,552 

1,334 
1,163 

451 
116 

1,135 

Table I~XXI giYes the e~tilllate(l nlllllrber of rah clestl'Oyed and the llumlbeJ: of 
dead rats f01ll1(1 dllring the ~'t':t]', a-.; c'ompal't'd with 1\);35 

Number of rats destroyed during 1956 

! 

Period I 

-------"-------1 
lGt.h Decem bel', 1 \i5:> to 

Hjth FC'bruan' 19?iR 
16th Fd,ruan:. Hl5() to 

15th April. 1956 
H5th Aprii, 19!i() to ]5th 

June. W::if) 
J()th ,JUllf'. H1G() to 1Gth 

,\l1gust, J\)flG ". ". 
lGth Angust, 1050 to Hith 

Octo her. 1%6 ... 
16th Octo\)er. W5G 10 1"th 

December.' H136", 

Total 

Estimated 
mun her of 
rats killed 

2.72'3 

2.07G 

3.081 

Corresponding I llead rab 
D\1II~ber rollpcten 

r" P""'''' Y'" 1 ________ - __ _ 

2,870 ()!7 

3.173 

4.3fil 

3,6(1n 

3,OG3 

4,148 

381 

219 

Corresponning 
number 

for previous year 

43-1 

389 

ri41 

721 

G28 

620 
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It has been possibl:: Qur:ng the year to rid the tiOLll' mills :md several wheat and 
flO'Ul'-,stonge pJa.ces of "mite and of weevil" infeC'tatiolls with the a:pplicat.ion of fmni­
gat10n by "fmnite generators" after a thorough cleansing or lllHCh;,nel'Y ::mll of premise" 
had 'been caniec1 out unde,l' the cl,irectioll anel snp{,]"YiBion of tl1is branc,h. 

The operation wa,s started dUlring the Im,'t months of the ,Y'eaJ.· 1955 when, an 
unusuaJ infesta,tion iby "mites" (,tieuroibiJuIS Iarinae) of the local flarlJl' ,mills ana a number 
of wa,rehouses had to :be dealt with. 'file t'l'eatnwnt of tlit'se plaees 'which \vas ve,ry 
1mborio'Us, was cont.inuecl cluring the fil"st (lual't6r of the year under revie\v. U",ec1 j'ute 
,and cotton sacks which m'e returned from bakel'ie,~ were found to be the cause ou: these 
infestations andappl'opriate action was taken for their elea nsing and disll1festa·t toll. 

D.D.'1'. sprays of 5% strength have been lI::;ed as Jorm::r1y to tIeal \\'jlll! f1y-ciontrol 
througout the year but especially during the SUlllmer lllonth::;. Hefllse dllmps, mUIllll'e 
heaps etc. were treated with lig,uid D.D.:'I'. and D.D.T. powder; it "valS not po.ssilble 
however to discoYe,r all the breeding sites and, tOigether \"ltll the fac·t t:hat Mle "flies" 
are appar'ently g,etting re",istant to D.D. '1'., results \\"('re not to our entill'e s:a tisfaction. 
Other chemical insecticides will ,haY'e to he Utsed and a sta,rt has been made, however, 
on a sma.!l scale witb "insecticidal lacquer" fur inst'ct control. 

'1'he Hota)'\;-blowe,j' bas Ibeen U8ed ,for the tlif.fu'.sion of D.D.'T. dust in prelllIses 
wheire infes,tati~nB of bugs 11nCl cockroache,s were in evidcllc'e. "Fumite" generators 
weJ.'e also used effect.iyel~· to eradicate lmgs and coekroueile,; from the crew",' sleeping 
quarters of a ship in H1e harbour a,rea·. 

A number of pri\'ate \Tater-ci,sierns and ]'oOif tank,,, \vere fonnel to conta,in lalrv,,1e 
of "house" mosquitoes (,culex' family) light oil w;15 spl'a~'ed on the surface of tllOse 
waters that cOluld not be eliminated. 

Ho'UseholdB were hea,ted \\'ith insecticides as a, pl'eC'autlona.ga,inst the spread of 
iPhle'botomas; this \v<.k;done in connection "with C'a.ses (x[ }\"ala-Azar which this year 
were less nUnlel'OU,S than Ja.st y,eaT. 

TABLE LXXII 

Summary of work performed in connection with Insect Control 

Places treated with D.n.T. 

(';O\'Cl'llllwnt ho~pibls ,Inc! Tllstillitions ... 

Pl'i\'ate schools 

Factorie:l gild shops '" 

;\Iarkets ... 

Civil Abattoir ... 

Hefuse du mps ... 

FOOD AND DIUNI\: 

Liquid ,\0 ° solution I i) ~~~G_~~_d\lst 
i)\lf, gallons '! ~OO Ills 

20 

21 

63 1m; " 

,,'J ,.- no " 
~~9 , .. 21 " 

4i) ;]()o " 

'1'he qua.lity and BtanC1a,rd of food and drink were Ikept under cont,rol by ,Sanitary 
Officers who pa.id f.requent visits of inspections to factorie6, shops and ot,he,r premises 
\\'he1'e food anel ell'ink are prepared, keptanc1 sold. Samples were fl'equendy hken 
from factmies and ,shops and from itinerant vendors, and the he~t.lth of persons en­
ga,ged .in the pJ'epa,ration, sale anel 11andling of rfoodstuffs was a160 ohserY'ecl. 

A lll!l1lber of tills of s\veet.ened condensed milk ,vas returned by shopkeepers 
to the l\Iilk Marketing Undertaking as unfit for human cOllsnmphon. Of.fieials of thi.:; 
Derpa,rtment examined the tillS with the following results: 391 tins were faund to be 
unfit. for human C'ons1lluption, 950 tin6 '\\'ere "unmalr'keta1ble" and were patssed fo.r 
use in the prepairation of confection.ery. 



78 

'Ira·(le::HJ1t'll and lu:,m'anc:e ,Agents tiubmittecl "'llec:imens of foo(lstufJ,s fo,r analysis 
as to quality and! or analytieal standanls, at the Lmboratol'Y of this Department in 
acoordance with the :Food, Dl'ugls and Dr,inking v\~ater Ordinanee. The ,relative certi­
ficatelS wer'e i'sfmed to tJle per::;on::; conceJ.·ned; l1lQ<l'eOV,el'il total oJ 96,523 Ibs. of 
various foodst.uffs submitted to this Department by tradesmen a·ntl insurance agents 
as damaged and spoilell goods '\\'t'1'e inspectecl an(\\\'e1'e Immel to he unfit for humm1 
consumption, the goods were disllosecl of uncleI' the di.rect,ion and s'Upervi:s,ion of thi.'S 
l)epa.l'l,olll.em,; ('ert'llea'lC'S \wre i,,';'l,e(l ill COllllectiol1 Willh inspection and tina: (l:spO'.sal 
of the goode. 

l\·\.BLJL LL~llI 

Art:cl€i3 of food unfit for human consumption destroyed by 
Sanitary Inspeci;'ors during the year 1956 

Xllmhl'1' of articles 

Tinned milk 733 tins 
Cheese 5 p,1rcels 
ll'ats 9 pa·ckehs 
Tinned meM 305 tins 
P'l'ocessed meat 16 pa,rcellS 
]:i"resh 01' prepared mea t 34 parcelti 
Fowls 28 heads 
Tinned Fish 113 tins 
Fresh 01' ClUl'ed f~sh 10 parcels 
Flour 7 pall'ceJ.s 
Pa:ste 13 parcels 

Weight in lbB. 

648 
3:3 
23 

525 
182 

1,706 
77 
62 
72 

598 
42 

Prese.rvecl fruits 0,1' vegetalbles 167 tins or packets 153 
Tomato paste 481 tins 3,088 
Olives 30 barrels 88 
Edible oil 27 c1nnllli 

or bottles 1,264 
Eggs 2 pa1'cel6 377 
Cheese-cakes 2 parcels 3 
Confectionery 169 boxes 0.1' :ba.rs 437 

Tota1s 2,151 9,380 
---

FOOiDPOISONING 

'1'he hygienic standa,l'd& of food and food proc1.ndion methods ('ngagec1 our a,tten­
tion throughout Lhe yea,r. 'Sanitary Officers \vere on the alert [or si,gnoB of food poiJson­
iug and made a thorough investigation of t.lle fc\y cn,.;es \Vhidloccurrec1. There has 
recently developed amongst certain clUisses oJ the popUlation the halbit .orr dining outs.ide 
their home, whjl6t in the homes a greater propo.l'tion ().f tinned food is being consumed; 
albuses in food handling is pa.inifnJly common, finl'icring .of fooclstrurff.s p~rtic1.lhTly 
those wltieh lle,eel no cooking ha,s become a,n o]'(1ina1'.\' p.ractice, a nc1 the exposure of 
food to contamina.tion by flies, dust and animals i,3 not rare. All these <l,re factoi's 
responsible for f.ood poisoning and they \vc.1'·e not lacking in the few ca,se,s we had. 

During the year .eigjjt outhlt'aks 0.£ food P()i~()lli'll!.t :nnirlving :27 [i l'l':,'O 11., , 17 men un,J 
10 \"omen. were ,bl'Ollght to em attentioll. Home marle l'l'enlll ·uastl'~e.,;. were frmnd to 
be responsible for two outbreaks im.volving 5 persons; tinned ilnd dried fish \\'ere f01m(\ 
to be the C:lnse of two outbreaks in \\'hich 10 persons were !ltl'eded. An outlm?ak in 
which there were G patients was caused by tinned milk a.nd another outbreak \yas traced 
to the consumption Oif tinnec1sausages in which 6 persons were affected. 

In all the cases the signs 11J1d symptoms were not graye ; they cOlJsistec1 of the" usual 
ga'stl'O-intest.ina.l ma.nitf>2stations hut in the pa:tiellts POi;;OlWd by tb" snu~age" Olen' \ya,s a 
rise of temperature and collapse. 
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'l'be poisoning from the eOl\SlIlllptioli of (Team pastries ,\'as due to b:ldel'ial conta­
mination the pastries having been pl'epa,l'ed three da,ys before their consnmptiml and 
were left exposed to contamination 1ll the heat or the ,\lIgl1st (lays. 8taphyloeou:.i!" 
<1urel1s "yas fonnd in the remaining pastries which had been submitted ror exalllinat:.oJ] 
at the Iab()],fltory of the Departlllent. 

Til1lWcl fi.sh \\'I\s responsible i'm' another outbreak or food po:soning. A ltoLlsewi"e 
who had an a(,ll~e attack of tonsillitis, had prepared for the family l1 meal or tlll1ny fisl! 
in oil. '1'h1'ee members of the family '1;\,110 consllmed the tunny fish had symptoms o.f fo.od 
poison'l1g from six to l'iiglitllOll],,-; after tlte:rlil,eai . .:\'0 ';HIIl]U' ill' rile tlll1]1Y 1'1"h Inere 
anlilable for examination. 

Auo.ther famil,,. o[ ::le\'E'll had dry cod for a me<11 C!:nc1 all o.f them had an attack of 
gastro-i~ltestin<11 irritation wJh nausea and ,abdominal pain between 10 and 12 homs 
after eati<ng the dry cod, sample" of ,yhich when examined ilt the laboratory were 
[olll1(l to contain Bacillus coli . 

. \ tin o~ milk which hatl been opened for 2.1 hours and exposed to c'onta1l1inatlon 
caused foed poisioning amongst all the members of the family, s;x of them, W]1O had 
(inUlk the milk mixed '-"ith'ea. 'fhe synq)tOlml were mild and ,yere rather of the lwhm' 
of imligeshon. 1\0 sample of tIle milk ,vas left to he slIhmittet1 for l'xam:nation at tIL" 
l:t horatol'Y. 

The most serious ,outbreak of food poiso.ning occlilTed :n a family of siL\: who haa ,:, 
meal of tinne,d ~ausage,; which tlley Imd eaten alfter open:ng the tin and merely heating 
its ,content. The symptoms of gastl'O-intestinal irritation wen') rather severe, witli 
'Vomiting, diarrhoea and a rise of tempera,ture developing hetvyeen 8 to J () hours of 
the consumpt.ion of the sausages in question. Two of the p l~ients ,'.'ere l'l'lllOved tIl 
hospital. 8a:mples 0[' tIle sllu"agt's were ::;nhmitte(l for exalllinatj,on at tlte hbol'Htory 
anl(1 :yere [ound to he ("()lltaminateu with t"hl~11l011ella '[1,';plhi ':\luriulll. TIlt' pre;.,em:l" 
of thIS salmonella in prepared me<1t makes it advisable to boiL rather tha,n merely heat, 
the foodstuff before eating because the little heat applied to dissolw the fat in ~he till 
may setTe to. ;neuha.te and c'onsl-'<]uently replOdll\'t'itn~' ll1'cl'OOl'ganisl11 jlilCkt'<l in tll,' 
111eat. 

SANITAHY INSPECTOHA'I'E 

District San itary Inspeetors carried out 181 A:27 i nspectlOlls of 1ieeneed jwemJlSes 111 

':\Tctlt;t an·(l Gozo lIming the ~'ear. 

Ba.kellOHses, flollr mills. p'l-;te fn.crories 

G l'ocery shops 

Groeery shops li('('nsec1 also for the sale of wll1e and 
spirits 

Confectioneries ill1(l shops for tIle sale of ,·lll'l'"e(·akes 

Hestam'ants n nc1 ('i>A'ee shops 

Rllteh2l'shops 

'Nine anc] spirits shops 

Aerated water rnetories 

Milk shops nnc1 dairies 

Ihl'ber shops 

Malta 

28.71-1 
27 .12:) 

19.180 
In.GG;) 

IGA30 
1;) ,70(1 

2'3,851 
:2 ,0-1;3 

] G,82:Z 

-1.450 

Gozo 

2.81G 
i5.89:Z 

1,788 
700 

954 

2J;8G 

3,O:io 
]58 

mH 
(i-I;) 

The mnnber of sHmples sllhmitted by Ran:tal'} Inspednrs to the Jjilboratory rOt" 

l"xHminlltiol1 wa,; :-

Malta Gozo 
J1"oodstnfl'" 9,959 1.50-1 
Drinks 1,303 4.) 
\\'<11p1' ,:ili5 :M 
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'l']Il: llltilli)er of inspections of house:::; and other buiJdings made by Sanitary lnspec­
tors in :\Ialtn nnd G020 during ll);')fj was U6,lci;') and the following inconven,ences were 
([etected : 

House,; kept (lirty 
HOllfOes haying accullluiutioll of re1'11se or dung 
H011ses \\'11e]'e animals we]'e kt"pt in contl'<1Yention 

ilIa Ita 

:3,::3GI) 
1,(j:3U 
1,Ulii:3 

Gozo 

mJ5 
:380 
:37;3 

In COl1lwdiml witl! the aboye nuisances, the lollo",'llg ad ion \V.IS taken :-

HOllsellOldsordered to remove nui,s<U1ees 
I-IousellOlus reported ill eontnn-ention of sanitary laws 

aml regulations 

-l,G:3G 

450 

\)00 

50 

'The number o[ hOllses l'epmted 11pon 1'01' special p111'poses was U ,097 l'Il Malta, and 
.1 ,.17'2 in Go.zo. 

The TluJlilwl' or in:-;pectiolls of hOllSe-dl'a,ins \vas '2\lJ)\)~j in ::\lalta (lull 1,994 ill Gozo. 

Drains tetS,ted 
Drains found defective 
Drains found Olbstructed 
Cesspits cleaned by order of the ISanit~Lry Authorities 
House Drains reported in contu."a.ventio11 

Malta 

4,327 
2,850 
3,001 

H,750 
337 

Gozo 

387 
81 
58 

715 
16 

The number of new hOllses and other Ibuild.ings eOll1pleted dUl',ing the yeaJ.· was 
1,1:3tl ~wd tIle 1l11111iber uf alterations in existing ;buildillgs 'wu's ::35'2. 

During the same period 751 houses were CODllected with the public sewer lwd BGEi 
were connected with cesspits. 

'1'he n'umfbel' of alterations in exill:lting chains cmmeded with Mle pUlblie sewefr' 
\ya·s 755 and in those eonnecied with cesspits, 148. 

2:1/124 inspections of buildings in COU1'<3e oct: construction \NNe made du.ring the 
year. 

r1'11e number O!£ ditSinfectiol1s or clisinfestutions uti' hOllses pedormec1 by SanitaJ.~y 
Inspectol'B in Malta and G,ozo after ca'ses, or ~~Iu';llected cases, of infectious disea·ses 
during t·he y-earr ,vas a:s follows:~ 

Typhoid feyer 
TUibercuIosiB 
Diphtheria 
Ce.l'0bro-spin al meningit.is 
PoLiomyelitj,s 
Sca,rlet Fever 
'1'yphus murine 
Leprosy 
Erysipelas 
IJe.Lshma.nia,sis 
Puerperal Feyer 
Chickenpox 

Malta Gozo 

132 4 
95 8 

138 64 
7, 

45 4 
26 
10 

6 1 
2 
6 
1 
5 

The number or[ Statntory N obees iSflned during the ye,)ll' wa,s ,a\51 fo11o.\\'s : 

Nuisances and defects ,in buildings and drains ... 
The laying of house drains and the,i1' connecti.on with the pu:blie 

s,ewel' or with a cesspool 
The emptying of polluted -wate,!' from cist'ems ... 

2,442 

396 
70 
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POPUIL~R BE:\LTH EDUCATION 

Papular Hea1th Educa,tion wacs ca,rriec1 out during 1956 with more d.i:rect a'Pfl'J'oach 
than previo,usly, new posters were printec1, lea.flet,s were c1isttrilbuted, and the Moibile 
Cinema gave mme varied ,film 511O'ws. In all there w,el"'e 108 free open ain: Cinema 
showlS. Th amplitfier system of ,the }\Iobile Cinema van "vas extensively 11>sec1 to, give 
'corner taliksduring the a,nti-,Poliomyelitis vaccination sessions in Za1biba,r, RaJbat, 
Giira and Mosta. The numfber of corner tall"" given in the four districts amounted 
to 65. The'se cornell" talks a,re ecfi,ective in Mlat they help to stir up the interest ot/' the 
general public. The nLllllbel' of 'peopLe, ill the audience,; is llaturt[.!I;y less in the 'winter 
than in the summer months. The total a,ttendance in :Malta was estima,ted at 50,235. 

The Mobile Cinema is used extensively in conjunction with the Free Immunisa­
tion IService. Befor,e the Immunisat,ion '1'eam vi"i,ts a 10calit.v cinema films are exihibit­
ed to explain to the public the impo(rtanee of these vacciJ~ations. (The film "Defeat 
Diphtheria" and "U l1f;een Enemy" were ",!hmvn 23 times in the localities where anti­
Diphtheria and anti-Typhoid vaccinations we,r,e to ta[m place. IThe Swedish film "Vac­
cination Against Tubell'culosis" was sllOlvm 32 times in H1e localities where B.C.G. 
Vaccination against T1ubercu1osas was go.ing to be can'ied out. 

']'he Malta, made film "Keep the Streets Clean" wa,s shown in 27 different locali­
ties in conjunction with the drive to keep the Island clean, thus benefiting both 
PUlolic Health and the dTive to encourage tourism. 

'Two special film shaws wer,e held in Flori!1na, and Valletta, nea,r the most popular 
pu;blic garc1ens t,o encoUJrage young gi,r1s to ,became nurses. rrhe Ma,lta-ma.c1e film 
"Schools [ocr Nurses" W1asexh~bited. 

A film with special interest to food-ha.ndlers was shown near the Valletta Market 
and T':he Stmncl at. Sliema,. r1'11is 'was tlhe Canutlia,n film "Delli-nel It,he Menu". 

The American filIDIS on loan from the Centml Office of Information and the 
Ledel"le Laboratorie6 "How Disease rr'l"f.lNe.1s" and "When you choos,e nThrsin.g" we're 
6hO'wn in 6 different localitie,s. '1'he latter film is m05t useful in thedl'ive for the re­
cruitment ·of l1IUr,ses. 

Several new posters were designec1 a.nd printed during the year; two of these were 
pl'intecl in eonjunction with B.C.G. vaecina,tion. A third poster was produced in con­
nection with the campaign to "Keep Malta Clean". These pos,ters were printed in 
colours and produced locally. 

Durlng the film shows, 4,000 leaBets carryillg the :message "Free, I,rnmunisa,tion 
Againc;t, Dipht,hel'ia" were distdbutedl• Anti-Influellza leaflets 'were dii>kibuted in 
Band clubs etc. '1'he Centml Office of Information kindly exhibi,ted "Food Handlino'" 
and "Keep Malta Clean" posters in their show boxes fixed in all the localities of Malta 
and Gozo. 

Fom' special fIlm shows were helel for personnel in the Department. One show, 
held in Gozo, was attended by teachers, health visitors, sanitary inspectors and members 
of the British Institute. 

A film show a,nel lecture ,vas held for catering personnel at St. Luke's hospi,tal In 
connection with Pooel poisoning. 

~'he film "Hygiene on the Farm" dealing with the proper building, draining and 
washm~' of cmvshec1s, ,and wi,th the feeding and grooming of the cows themselves, was 
shown ]]) rural areas 15 times. 

Th~ 'W.H.O. Ne\vslette!"', the popular organ of the World Health Organisation, 
and their press releases contmnecl to be distributed to mechcal practitioners libraries 
clnbs, and cultural institutions. ' , 
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'rlle :\lobile CinemaYan wus leJJt to the Central Office of Inforl1lation during the 
Hoat1 Safety Campaign lleld by that Dep:li'tment and to the Bllligration Department 
during their Emigl'ahon week. 'l'11e press pubhshed the progruHlllles of the JYfobJe 
Cinema shows and Free Immunisa.tion Service sessions as in previons years, for whid\ 
we aloe most grateful. Both the Central OHk:e of In[onnahonallt! the Brit'slt Council 
\\'ere generous enough to lend Us educational films to built up om programmes, no less 
tlmn 9 different health films being shmyn, 

III (}ozo the film "Unt1l1l:l11t li'ewr" was showll III 17 different loc:llihes. This 
locally-made film bad a very importflIlt message to eonvey - that of gnan1ing the 
people's health aga,;nst Brllcellosis. About fl,n:3() peopJe atient1ecl the SIIOWS. IJeaflets 
and posters were ,distributed in the same way as in !l.lalta. 

'rhel'e are sever.al sllJall cc'll1etries in the Pl'OX1'lllity of yiUnges bllt tile principal 
bW'ial grollnd in .:\Ialta is withollt doubt the Addolonlta Cemetery. Owing to the 
increase i.n applieations .for graves, an extellsion of the East Hivision of this Cemetery 
1ms now been til,ken in hand and some progress may be reported. 

'l'helllaiDtena,nce ·of this Cemetery J](lS been ktrpt up-to-date and consitlerahle ,Yorks 
have been carried ont to improYE:' the conditj'oll of the GrilYt'-diggt'r,;' and Chaplains' 
Qllurtel'S; ilJ fact in the la,tter, besi:des the usual muiutemmce works, a wa,;lt-holl:'le has 
been erected, ,vater sel'yiee mstallecl ilnd wash-hand lms:ns llave been fixed in enory 
room. 

Tree,; have been planted and tlmyer pots ad(led. 

:B'iw graws and In sites were alloHed dllring t.he periotl under reVIew. 'rIle big 
('ross at the entrance 01' the l\Iaiu Chte whid1 was damaged (lnring a storm has lwen 
rene,Yet! :md replaeed in the centre of the "Piazzetta". 

~.l:) pel'lllils were i';';1l2d for the ereehm oj' lllOlllHllen t...; , ;ll'-Trip!:L::';, 1'l'pal'l'S, ell'., 
whereas ;·l2 permits for (leepc'l1ing of graws were grnnted. 

WOlik..; in lllfbonry, c1eeoratioDs and joinery hay,e heen clllTiecl Ollt Il1 tbe fonowing 
Cemeteries :-

'raj In [(-'Hi 

Tal ',iVied 

Tal Infetti 

Ta' Trapnf1 

Scm Andrea 

Yia l\Tllsta 

OPJ)osirte Roman Y~lla 

'l'a' Bri:1 

\Tia Yalletta 

.,. 

Birkirkam 

QOrJlli 

Zehhllg' 

Zebbllg 

Zebbug 

Ibhat 

Rllmt 

MgalT 

l\fosta, 

DUll'ing 1956, 1.nOB and 160 Hililcling Notiees in te,rms of Sec. 85 p. 1 of the 
Building IJ<!wB fo'l' lVIalta a.nc1 Gozo respectiwl;' "'ere slll~)mittecl by priYalte architects 
and dealt with b\' thi,s section. 30 of t,hese \\'l're l'eJ'u,;<pd because they clid not comply 
with t.he reqru.ire~lents oil' the law, and 4 were dealt with and a'PPI'oved by the Medical 
Board. TIle DlIDlber of conhawlltiOl1;< detedec1 <In (1 hrought to court ma,s 365: of 
these "1 were acquittec1. 



(Partly from infOl'maltion suppl iell ~)y the Engineer, PUJblic vVorl.;)s Dept.) 

The extension of the sewe:ra,ge system into the towns anll villa'ges WU6 continued 
d'urilJlg t.he yea.r and a total of nearly 8 mile,s of s'e\\"em were laid in trenches and 
in gallerie,s, in rock varying £i'om glolhigerinla. lime.sWone to upper coralline limestone. 

The main activities were the following :-

Seu'age Purifieation Scheme f01" the Island. In cOllnecti.on witill the scheme fo.r 
1'ewage pmitication, \yith a yiew to ntilizing the final elffhuent for irrigation purposes, 
Sanitary Inspectors, a,s the on~y competent Government officials for the taking of 
6Ia,mples, made a round-t·he-dock samplin.g od' sewage, d'uring Februa.ry 'and NIa.rch, 
1956, Jil'om points along the ",'hole extl'llsion of the ,s'e\ym' from :MaJ."Sa, ,to vVied 
Ghammieq. 

Ontfall sewer at kI ellie'tw. ,Pending the COJl!stl'1lctiton of a sewerage pm:ifica,tion 
plant with the ultimate aim of ll'tilisa,tion of sewage effluent >f01" irriglati,on purposes, 
an outfall I),e,wer as part of the albove !Scheme has been la.id to discha,rge to a point 
south of ,Anc,hor Bay. 

The work ha,s tal.;:en eXiactly one yea,r uo comple.te. After excava,tion works weu:e 
almost complete, the pipe.s a'r,rived late in N ovemlber and ,the ta;&k of layi11lSS nearly 
9 ,000 feet olf pipes was immediately begun. In spite 01£ the di'fficulties involved among 
which was the cl"of,sing of two valleys and the improvj.s1ati.on, for the most inaccessible 
sections, of an aerial l"ope-wa.J by means of :which all materials w~re lowered ,veIl 
oyer one lnmc1:J'ec1 feet, the task \\'.(1S pU:'ihed on ,vith g.reat vigour. 

Qormi Relief Interceptor. At p1'e'sent, sewage from !Si,gg'iewi and Zelbfbug pa.sses 
throngh Qormi and j',ollOlwing storms flooding taJ\:es placle on occasion in this la,tter 
place. In order to lessen the incidence otf floocling a, new interceptor t.aJiing the flow 
from the two Ulboye-mentionec1 village6 by 'by-passing Qormi \\~alS taken in hund. 

B'i1"zebbuga. VV Oil"k on the ecxc:ava,tion of SUlnp beloiVi" s·ea, level for the sClwa,ge 
pumping s,tation has been given out to tende,r and it is expected that the· succClslsful 
tende~l'el' will complete the t,ask by the end of the lfinancia~ ye,<J,r 1957-58 a.ifte.r which 
the erection .0£ the pumping st.ation building proper will be taiken in hand. 

The laying of a rising ma.in from the site of the Pumping Station to Bir-id-Deheb 
,,'a.s ta[.;:en in hand and good :I)l"OIgl'ess was ma,de 'up to the end oIf the yea.r. 

F'~o'W Recording. During the summell' ,[1n .e;xpmt from England pa.1d a visit to, the 
Island in o,rder to inspect the five recl0rding i1hstrument.g erected a.t selected points in 
the sewemge sy,stem. Since then \yeekly l',econls have been sent il'6z,O'Ulady to Suppliers 
in England who 11equi,1'e same in connection with the propoBed prurifica,tion scheme 
for the island. 

M aintena.nce Works 

Change-over at G'twjn D1Cicli PUI1l1Jing Staf.ioll. 'Towards the end of the y,ear, 
RtepR were taken in order to uhangt' oYer frOlll steam-driven plant to diesel-driven. 
By thi,s meall€ it is expected that during the financial yealr 1057-58, a, considera;ble 
saving will be made in the rrunning' cost of t,his sewu,ge pumping st,ation. 

1\1 ea81l1"es taken Lo saf eg lwrd the welfare of employees. In order to enalb1e men 
eng,aged on maintenance work to undertake the clearing of deep siewers, a g,ang of 
four (4) men \yepe sent to the Civil Defence Schioul to train in the 'llse of special Breath­
ing a,pparatu:s wit,h the Civil Defence. 

Special 6pal'k proof f100dlightti wer.e also olbtained from H. M. Dockyard In order 
to uses-arne in the presence otf concentration of sewe,r gases. 

Men engaged on the ma,intenance .of SElwers h[1Ye been provided wi,th eye lotion. 
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1. Total bed cOll1rlement ... ... 

. 5&' I 8118 : 
118

1 

70 ' 80 : 147 16 200 2,\)22 
2. Average daily number of occupied beds 917 49 ' 67 40 30 I 581 85 12 179 t.!,841 
I. Highest daily occupation ! 576 ~05 1 935 \ 6ri ! 70 70 66 , 76\ 112 16 181 I 24 I -l 3,100 
4. Lowest daily occupation I 492 834 . 891 28 1 61 34 41 35 74 11 IC6 I 21 3 2,635 
5. Total No. of in-patients treated ... 1 11,067 1,171 , 5BS I 167 81 : 4~ I 854 I 16. 18 2041 7~ I -1 14,851 
Ii. RadIOlogical examinations ... I 23,613*1 -I -. 60 4,053 1 27,726 
7. Pathological examinations , 29.972 4,239 I 143 Ci,229 I j 40,583 
8. Bacteriol(lgicaJ exnminations... ... I 6,903 -I _I 6,903 
9. ratients tl'ea~ed by Ph,vsiother<l py Dept. 1 2,939 37 =1 2,97G 

10. rreatments g.IYen by Ph\'siotherapJ Dept. 7,001 -, I 7.061 
11. New out-pat lents ... ... ... 21,862 200 5,377 2' 1,828 ~- I 29,269 
12. rotal out-patient attendances ... 41,58fi 1,777 13.258 223 504

1 

7,312 3 -I G5 fl4,728 

1 
BEDS ALLOCATED i 1 

I _I Ie. General :Medicine 120 26 =1 20 16G 
14. General Surgery 120 -18 32 200 
15. Gynaecology ... 28 

=\ 
6 34 

Ie. Obstetrics 44 Ci 50 
17. I'aediatrics 50 6 5t) 
18. Psyr~liatry (includir;g Mental Deficiency) ... 734 

=-1 
17R 912 

19. CardlOlogv ... ... ... ... , 
20. Dentistry' -I =! 21. D6rmatoJo~v 14 

=1 -I _I 14 
22. Tuberculosis -! ,tl Respiratory 112 , --I -I, 1(\ 2 130 

b) Non-respiratorv -I -I 
23. E. N. '1'. • GO ; no 

wi 
-I 

24. Infectiou~ Di~eaHes 

-19 1 

-- I -I 4(; 30 i 76 
25. Ophthalmology ... I -- =1 -I 49 
20. Orthopaedic Surgery 

sOOl 21 -! 60 
27. V. D. ' _I 

~l 1~ I 
-I 2 

28. Chronic Sick -i 69 I 34 l~ \ 
20 818 

29. Leprosy 
, -I 27 I J-15 -I , 

t Nominal. 
* Including 2,285 emigrant.s. 



T'AJ3LE LXXV 

Movement of the Hospital Population during 1956 

H~maininp: Transferred 
at tjl:'~ of Admitted from ?ther Total Transfrrreu 

190) hospItals to other 
Hospital 

DISCHAIWED 

C'urt'd 

--_. ___ I Remaining 

I 
at end of 

1956 
Helieved 1 Died 

I 
ho>'pitais I At request 

-- ---- --1-----'--1--1--
I I 

~1;\ 1/I'A 

81. Luke's ... 

:-;t. Vincent de Paul 

:-;t. Vincent de Paul (Extension Wards) 

Hospital .for Mental Diseasctl ... 

C"lItral 

Santo Spirito 

:-;t. Bl.utholomow 

Isolation 

bolation (Extell~ioll \\' ards) (a) 

(iOZO 

Vietoria 

St. John the Bnptist 

St, Theresa 

Chamu!'ay (l\Iental) 

Chambray (Extentioll Ward) ... 

If'oin fioll 

Sacred [-It, a rt (11) ... 

Total 

464 

710 

gO 

880 

38 

fiS 

70 

21 

51 

111 

11 

161 

12 

H 

3 

I 

1O,G03 

160 

101 

258 

541 

50 

11 

26() 

IOU 

7m 

47 

G 

5 

63 

176 

14 

It) 

6\) 

,16 

67 

12 

() 

26 

11,067 

933 

373 

1,152 

598 

187 

81 

317 

176 

8:)4 

164 

18 

Hi2 

12 

200 

22 

19 

38 

J.! 

21 

54 

1()8 

38 

33 

2 

\) 

1 

1,665 

34 

3G 

76 (c) 

3 

13 

3f) 

11 

23 

91 

19 

3 

4.9\)6 

D 

3:) 

449 

i:l5 

217 

40G 

I 72 75 3 I (lit 

I 1 411 ~ I --
- -1----1----,-------------1-- --------, , , I . 
"ii 

?,G99 I lR,015 I .JS8 I 16,203 562 I 2,012 I 6,214 I 

(s) With effect from February 8, 1956. (b) Closed down Oil December 1, 1956. 
(c) Di~chargpd as (i) not inss.ne, (ii) not improved RI'd (iii) not requiring treatment. 

3.300 

47 

G7 

82 

9 

4 

I I 

399 

1()O 

79 

34 

3 

41 

5 

14 

20 

1 

2dU 30 

29 

8 

I 
I 2 I 

t 2 I 

-- I I 

477 

711 

183 

912 

47 

68 

40 

17 

2l'i 

51 

84 

li3 

17l'i 

10 

2 

_ .1 __ 
1 

I 

I 832 I-
I 1 I 

2,81;) 3,768 

CD 
<:.n: 
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Cost statement for year ended 31st March, 1957 

1 ;\ \'emlle ; :\ulllllt'r uf (' () ~ T I Total I ('OlOt per 
1 To',.! :\111111)('1' "f Pillient~ ----- --, ('Ilst per :;.lumber of I,OO'I I \Jirectly Provided i Patients :'.llleage :lliles p,'r (';\ rri.,d per Pit tiell t Populatiun Patient [,000 Popu!. ~ervice 

--- __ , ._-- ---------

Malta 4850' 4(1,038 8.~ \ il ,3 £4,7(;0 IDs 7<1, £1J79 ;) 4 

GOltO 4[G 2,7G5 (l.() \-1.8 £613 £1 (k Gd £1-1IG ° () 

• (Inter-hospitals JoG6 1 :\ew Patients 3:281 

Total 48G() 

VI HOSPITAL SERVICES 

The mOYl'ment or tllC hospiial POPIILltioll dllring tll(-' ~'pa]' Wit" :\s f()lluws;-

Remaining 
at ~nd of 

1955 

Transferred 
Aomitted from other 

Huspitals 

I)i~charged I 

I 
------ Remaining 

Tmnsfel'l'cd \ ! at (\nd of 
tu uther R' ttl Cured Helie\eo I Died [' un; 

Males lflG 

Hospitals eqtH'L 

_. ------- __ 1 ______ , _____ 1 __ 1 __ _ 

107 \)1)(; I 18:!O i 1213 197 I 1\)8 

I ___ ~ __ I_ 1O:.~_1-~[7(\ !~1_1_ 202_I~ __ ' 
\ 200 lGG5 I 41J9G I BBBO 399 I 477 

Fen, .. i"s 268 

------ i-- -----.. 

Total .JG4 IOil25 78 

rIlle daily awrage number uf p 11:pnts ill all 'vVanls was 5;);3 (20D lllales 32-1 
females) , 

rrhe classificaLon of disea::;es and deaths is incllllled i'n ,c\ppelldix ::\1.\. 

rrhe Dumber of patients \\-ho attended the o1lt-patiel1ts Clin:l's attachpc1 to the 
Hospital was 'IS follows;-

l\Je(lic(ll 
Rurg;cal 
( )rthopaed:c 
Ii'ract 1lre 
eh ilcll'en 
Ear, NOIse and 'T]l"!Jat 
:}[aternitv IChnaecoloO'Y 
Casualt~;" <"", 

Ph)'siotherapy 
Dental 

New Cases 

1.3~-l;3 

2;387 
2102 

11211 
27211 
2006 
500n 
2939 
1891 

---
21.862 

A ttell:lances 

n(j,) 

cJ7D8 
8288 
2Um 
800;,) 
5228 
808;') 

70GJ 
7888 

---
41,58(j 
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Surgical D£visiol1. The follmvillg operations \yere per.f.ormec1 am-ing the yea,r:­

A lim elltaTY Tract: A,ppencl ilcectom~' In; Explora tiY'e Ilaparatomy 60; Oho1e­
('.ystectOl1l\' -~l): HnenHllTlloicledol1lY "lB' Ri'~'nlOid',F{'nll\' -~1; GastreC:1tomv 23: Fi"tula 
i;1 ano 2-~':Pil,()nidal sinus Hi; Gas'troente]'c:"tillll,\ a11(l 'Vagotomy ];); iOe'sophagectol1lY 
6·; Gastl'o-ente1'Osiom,\' 6; Colectom~' 6: Colo"tom:v 6; Vagotomy 6; Pm·fomtec1 gastric 
ulce.r 5; Bammste(1th' s operation 5; Ac1ll1omino-T'erineal Resection "I; Sple,enectomy 
3: Tb.ol'oeo-abdom ino-Gastreetomy 2: )Si;£'moi(lC:'dol1l~' 2; Pl"Oc.toseop,\' 2: Gastrostom~' 
1; Anal filssme 1; }:xeision of a bdom inal tum Oll1' 1; Hemi'colectolllY 1; Burst abdomen 
1: 1nteraslwsepti0l1 ]. ' 

H en we : Inguinal Hernia 02: Uml)ilieal hernia, 36; 'Strang'u1ated hernia, 9; 
Hecurrent hernia 7; Femoral hemia 6; Serotal hernia 3; TnciBinal he,mi.a 2; Intefltinal 
olbstruction 2, 

01'tho1)aedic Coses: ('l.osed manipulation for fracture -16; Ganiglionectomy 14; 
0.fillesec:tOl1lY ]i]; .·\]"tlll·odesi,~ foot 11; :\"plratioll joints n; Exc;,,;ion oil' Hursa 10; 
Exc~sion heac1 of radius 10; O;;.teotom~· hip and hip spica 8; Open reduction for frac­
hue 8; ''l'enclol1 Trallsplantat,ion 8; Sutl1ring.of C'llt ITendon 8; Arthrot.omy 7; Bone 
Gl'a.ft 6; Exploration of \yonnc1,s for compo11lld fractur-e 6; 08-teocla8is 1'01' BolW Legfl 6; 
,Seqnestrect,clI1,\"!; EX(N;;to-:i" -I·: 18111itll Petel''';ll1l I jill healing :i; Laminectnlll~' :3: 8teno­
Tt'nCJs~'n()oyiti,,; :3; Stt'inmann's ;rin :2 : Tenij()ll Graft 2: ]<;xcisi,ol1 of loose bodies ~: 

Patethectom~' ]; S,nturing oJ' Oleel'anon 1; Bone plating 1; Plant.a.r F?lsciot.omy 1; 
Closec1 Tenotomy 1; Open Tpnotom~' 1: HaHns Va1.gns 1; Bxeision of knee 1; Teno­
lysis 1; Pinning of os ca1cis 1; Sealp Cali.pe,l' Traction 1. 

Ear, Nose (mel 'Throat cases: TOl1silleetomy ~H7: Ac1enoic1eclomy 832 J?'l"oof 
Pnncture 'with Antrum \yash ont 30: Hemo:val of F.ureign Bod~' 110se 25; Laryngoscopy 
2"1; Cauterization nose 18: Calc1\\'ell 11ne. 1:3: Nasal Polypec.toll1Y 11; Bronchoscopy 
11; Remoyal of Foreign J3oc1y e,11' 10; l\LlJstoic1ectom,\' 8: Hem.oval of Foreign Body 
throat 8; Snbmrnscosal Heactioll G; .\ural T)ol."peetom~' 3; T;ra.cheotomy 3; Plasti,c 
operation ear 2: Rer1udion Fraetlll]'e na"al hOlle's 2; Endmlco,py 2; B,n.A. Naso 
pha,rynx 1; Suturing oJ' \yo1ll1Cl Soft Palate 1; :\spir,ation ,of cystic ;Swelling in Oro­
pharynx 1; Oesophagoscopy 11. 

Genif,o- Urill,(lI'!1 'l'1'act: Cy,stoo;co,py H5; T' ]'o"ta tectl1ll1y :'50; Hyc1rocele 15; N epll­
l'ectom~' 14: Snpmpllalic Cysto;;tom:', ']·1: Het'1'OIgracle P.\·'elogmph,v 14: Undel-lceml('(l 
testicle \); Phimosi.s 7: Pns,sage d ::;Oll11ds G; Xe,phl'Olithia..;i,s, 6; Ovarian c~,,,,,t 5; Hypo­
"'par1ias 4: FlIl.gn.ratilill of papilloma in 'hla(l(ler :1: \'arl{'ocelt, ;.j: AScC'll(ling ,Pyelolgraphy 
;1: 'Stones in hlac1d(']' :2: (',\'''t('ct()m~' 2: Orehic1el"tmll.Y :2 ;-:\[ithrnl tram'l,lantation 2: 
Amputatio.n o:fPen i c; 2; Opha rectomy :.2: r l'ethel'ie ca,Hlet.e,rization 1: U reterolithi,o­
tomy 1; Hystel'ectom~' 1; Ectopic Gestatioll 1; ISalpingectom~' 1. 

Res]Jirafor!J Trl/ct: Th~T()i(lect()llly 1~; H:l(lical .-:\[a:4(,<l'iOlIlY 10; Bl'OllCllohcoPY 
(i: TAlhedol1l:Y ;'): Explol'atiy(' 'Thnl'ae()tol1l~' :2: TllOl':l('opla;;.t,\" ~: Pnt'111l1onC:'doll1Y 1: 
Epithdioma. of hip 1: SympatedoJ11,\' 1. 

111isceZZalleoll8: JJacero-Collt,\1sec1 \Voullll,:; '::3,); Skin gl'aJ'ting :n; "\'lllputa,tion 15; 
Yaricose Yeills 1;'5: Oland BioJl"~' 1::3; .\clellc:ma oj' Breast IO; AmputatioJl finger 
9; Trenc1el1enhmgh's Operation 7; Compollmc1 had-me G: Cleft palate 6; Change of 
Hip Spica, :j:Exei,:ioll {'J LipclIIa -I; ()rell ]"e(lud!(lll Fl'adul'(" ,j; c\llljlntablll Toes :1: 
Boc1ent Ulcer :3: Spinal manometry B: Cranintollly~; Exci;;ioll ,oJ head orf Radio 
2; Amputation leg 1: Hare lip 1: Stab \\'01111(11; Exeio;ion of Patella 1: H),pospadi.a's 
1; miscellalleCYL11S minor opera tiODS 287, 

o B~H'HTm(,/!G Y~L-\E{'() LOG1 C:\ [1 J lEl\-\ T-{!'r/:.\f,ENi'[' 

Obstetric Dir:isiOJl, .-\ marked tendclley t,o OH'I\c'I'O,wrlil1'g is hec,omillg increasingly 
evident in this Diyision, both in the Antena,hd vVard and even more so in the Post­
natal vVarr1. .\dllli,,~ions to the former wani a:'<, re~tri('te(l, without exceptio}), r,o ea;:'e,': 
evincing some almoJ'l1lalit.\" s'lich as toxaemia, ant(J-.partulll haemorrhage, llyperemesiB. 
Yet throughout rhe yea,]" this \yard ,,",as ,a~lllo.st illvarialhly o\'ercTo\vded; whils-t the 
normallbec1-complement in the ante-natal ward i",", meant to he 25, ,i,he a:ve,rage number 
of in-patients ,in 1056 waEi as much as 28 pel' day, rUllging fl'Om 18 in J;un'l1lary to 
34 in December. An identical pidure o.btainerl in the Po"t-llatul vVanl - tbis in 
spi,te of tIle fact thai: patients ,yjth an 1l1le\'ent1'1l1 pner.peJ'ulllll were l'eJgl1lal'ly (lj,scha.rged 
home .on the fifth or sixth (1.a~·, 
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All this is l'elfleded in the il1l'l'ea~:e ill the Dumber of parturitiolls conducted in 
the Lalho'l1r vYal'(1. Pn III merely ;).'37 (lclin'l'ies in 1\)61, the fhnll'e ha,,, l'i,.;en to 1,298 
in 1956. At the same time i.t· ie: signi'i'iull1t that 1)l'actica.lly' 75 pel' cent of these 
delivel'ies were normal in en\l'y re"pect, ae: ,::;llOi\\'1l in the following taible:--

MOll t h Deli veries -.. ----r-----· :\ o~;::------~\ bnorma I 

I ·January 
February 
:I;\areh • 
April 
Mav 
June 
JulY 
;\UgUlit 
:::;eptember 
October 
November 
December 

.. I 

Total 

92 
FlO 

\)9 
97 
1)8 

112 
119 
108 
113 
122 
1I8 
115 

1,293 

8;3 
D1 
85 

101 
80 

15 
H 
17 

2-1. 
7G 
25 
2; 
37 
17 
35 

328 

A sunnnary of the cll iei' a lmol'ma I ities nllll cOlllplic.n tions thn t were encountered 
16 enlisted h61'eunder:--

I. Pre-edampsia, Ee::-;ential Hypei'tensoll, Chrollic Nephritis nll<ll~dampsia 
186 cases, 

II. Acci·dental "\.ntepartnll1 JbemolTlwgc -- 32 cases. 

Ill. Placenta Praeyia -- U ca:-;es. 

I\'. Persiqtent Vostel'iol' Position of the Occiput and Transyerse Arrest -- 5i1 ca:-;e::;, 

Y. 

YI. 

YII. 

\"111. 

IX. 

X. 

. XI. 

XII. 

XIlr. 

Xl\,. 

XY. 

tenninahlg as follows :--

a) Npolltaneous deliyel'Y "fal'e to pubes" : 8 

h) Forceps in occipito-posterior position: 3 

l' \ :::\1al1ll'l1 rotation a·nd forceps extmc:tio]) : 6 

d) Hotation and extraction witb Eiellanc1's forceps: 37 

Breecb c1eliYel'iep 7;) cases; this excludes cases of internal pOdillic yersion. 

Pace presentations -- 9 cases. 

Brow presentatiolls -- 1 case. 

'l'nwsvel'se and Ohliql!e I-,ie en T-, tbour) -- 10 cases. 

2YIllltiple l)regnanl'Y :22 cases, includillg one pair of macerate,Ll Siame::;e twins. 

I~abollr following Previous Caesarean Section -- 12 cases, inducling one patient 
who had her second Vagin:ll clelivery followi'ng Caesarean Section. 

Prolapse and Presentation oj' Corll -- 13 cases . 

Post-pnrtuHl Haemorrhage -- 9 cases. 

;,Ialllnl Hemoval of 1'Iacenta -- 14 cases. 

~-\rtiflc'tl l\upture of Membranes -- G3 case;,. 

Forceps Delivery -- 98 cases, \yith the Iollo\ying indicati,ol1s:-

a) On·ipitu-posterior pos;tion : ('j 

b) Deep tranSH'l'e:e arrest : ~l8 

c') Prolongecl sec-one] stage: -1-1 
d) Poetal eli'stress: 7 

e) ..:Htel'-c·om;ng head: :2 

f) Face l'ree:entnhol1 : :I. 



XYI. Iuterllal Yersion in Labollr - 3·1 cases, the indieations beiug:-

a) Transverse lie: 9 

b) I)roi:lpse of cord or hand: G 

c) High head: 9 

d) oihers: 10 

2\.YI1. Caesarean Section -- ;37 cases. The indieahons were:-

a) Cephalo-pelyi(; ,t1isproporti-on : 15 

h) Placenta, praeyia: 10 

c) Severe toxaenlia,: 9 

c1) One preYiOllS C. S. ",itb present abnormality 8 

e) !Two or more previous C.S. : 7 

f) Otne.rs: 8. 

SD 

It is intere6ting to observe the trend 111 "Cae,sa'l'ea,n Sec,tion rate" over the past 
three years. 

Ycar Total Deli ,'crie. Caesmean Sections Percentage Hate 

1954 900 71 7.1') 
1955 9ri3 67 7.0 
1\:)56 1,29i3 57 4.4 

It is pointed out that in this interval ,of two years tIle a,dual number of Caesarean 
Sections has fallen 'by 20 per cent. This filgme acqui,rels. even g.reater significance 
when it is J:ealised that the total l1'lllntber .of deliyeries has ine<reased by no less than 
43 per cent in the same period. 

'11he births can ,be grouped as follows >-

a,) Live Births - 1,239; 

!b), StiHbirths - 76, of which 48 were n1acemted; land 

c) Neo-natal deaths - 45. 

The following maternal deaths occur,red 

1), L,P., ~·I ~'eal's. ,Post-operative 'Shock, Caesarean ISection, ])ialhetes 
::\lelli,tus,. 

2) 'r.!JVL 37 yea,l's. Pulmonary Oedema. 

3) A.A., 37 ye(ll's. Obstetl'ic Shock, DilfJicult Porceps. 

4) T.P., 30 years. Mesenteric T,hl'Ornbosis. 

Ma.te1'11ity Operating Theab'e: Caei3arean Sections 57; Curettage 54; E.U.A. 
;-37; Fothergill 35; S,uth-total HysteredolllY 21; Biopsy 1-1; Tmchelol'raph.,' 12; Oopho]'() 
Sa,1pingectomy 11; Tot.al Hyst8lrect,omy 8; Myomectomy 8; Ovariectomy 8; Va!ginal 
Hystel'ectomy 8: Anterior and PO'sterior Colpo.]']',(lphy 8; Pan Hysterectomy 6; Rec.to­
cele 6; La.pal'atomy 5; Caesarean H~'stel'eetomy ·1: Pel'ineormphy 4; Remova.l o[ Polyp 
4; Ectopic Gestation 2; Remoya 1 of "Vaginal C,:"st 2; Valgin-al Mymectomy 2; Wertheim 
1; Sa.lpingectomy 1; Yu}y,ec.tomy 1; Ex,cision of Bartholin Cyst 1; Excision of Meso 
Enteric 1; Sepail'ati,o]} of Vaginal 'septum 1; Cautery 1; l~xcision of anal sphincter 
(sinus) 1; ,1\ pplication of fmceps 1; _:\,nal Pistula 1. 
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1. No. of ae/missions 

2. 

J annal',\' 
Feibl'uarv 
Mail.'c:h " 
April 
May 
JUDe 
July 
August. 
Septem'her 
October 
November 
De('embe1' 

54 
68 
78 
86 
79 
82 
82 
8-1 
84 
0G 
02 
71 

956 

Xu. of / /l.-j)(/ticll18 

Ja,lliuan 5;,)·1 
1<'e,b1'u<1'],,\' Gn 
J\Iar('h \)(jf) 

April \JOG 
J\Irr,v 1.0:28 
,Tune 827 
J\ll~' 851 
A.ugus,t G19 
September 8m 
Octoher 880 
NGvemhel' 923 
Decemher I.e);)·l 

10,062 

~hel'age Stay Jll Hospital;- 10.74 days. 

1. No of admissions 

J a:nuaJ'.Y 7n 
February 8G 
:\1 a I'ell G2 
April 81 
J\1ay 81 
JUlle \)3 

J Ill~' 101 
A.ugust \)9 
September IH 
Octoher 102 
i\ovembel' Inc~ 

December 108 

1090 

A venulJe per day 

1.74 
2.34 
2.52 
2.87 
2.58 
2.74 
2.64 
2.71 
2.80 
3.10 
3.07 
2.34 

2.61 

.1veralJe l)el' day 

17.86 
22.31 
31.23 
30.20 
33.16 
27.58 
27.45 
19.96 
26.83 
28.39 
30.77 
33.99 

28.00 

A verage per day 

2.5;) 
2.97 
2.00 
2.70 
2.61 
3.10 
3.26 
3.19 
3.13 
3.29 
3.'17 
3.18 

2.76 



2. No. of In-1Jatiellts 

January 5:"55 
Eebl'uary 560 
;\]al'(·l1 (j:m 
April ;3;3D 
lVlay .381 
June .');38 
JLllv v 

616 
;\llgUS~ (j():3 
September 573 
October 70(j 
November (j;)2 
December (i35 

'rotal 72(j() 

A "erage N or 111 a 1 puel'pend women per day 
Average Abnormal Puerperal vVomen per (lay 
Average Stay j,n Hospital 

3. No. of Deliveries 

January 02 
February m 
::\Iarch 07 
April \)7 

May 98 
June 112 
July 110 
August 108 
September 113 
Octolber 122 
November '1118 
December 115 

1,288 

N OIrlllal Deliveries 74.85 per cent. 
Abnormal Deliveries :- 25.15 pe.rcent. 

N01'1nal 

77 
81 
82 
72 
81 
88 
43 
83 
91 
85 

101 
80 

96J 

.:1 verage per day 

17.00 
19.62 
21.25 
18Jiil 
23.50 
18.GO 
10.87 
1\) .,,1;3 
10.10 
22.77 
21.7:3 
20.48 

J D .8G 

1-1.80 
-1.07 
7.::31 

A (JI/Jormal 

15 
16 
15 
25 
17 
21 
76 
25 
22 
37 
17 
35 

324 

UYllaeC()/U(fical ])ivi8ioll: :'l'he l1'umber ()If atlmi,,.;siOlh-:· amounted to 802, \v11jcll again 
is almost double that of 1\)51. 'I'llis i" the first time on record that t.he admissi·ons 
have exceeded 800 in one yen,r. It implie",~ tha t tlmmghont 1D56 there have been more 
than two atlmi,ssions per clay into these '\iVan1s (with .a total coml)lement od' 28 beds): 
the average number 01' daily aclmi:::"ion,.; haf-> dluctl1wtec1 from l.G5 in December to 3.03 
in July. 'Jhe aYemge~tay l~er patient in these vV(!l'(l" IYmil,s out to jnst OWl' ten c1a.\':-:i. 

The following j,g a da~i3ifjca,t·ion orf all llc1mi,":,si(ms accol'c1inig to the diagnosis, ill 
order of frequency :-

Abortions.: l1'hreatened 
Inevitable 
Incomplete 
Complete 
Missed 

234 
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Functional uterine bleeding 

('el'\'ieitis: Salpingiti,,; Parametritis 

Prolapse of uterus; Cystocele; Hectocele 

Uterine myoma 

Cervical polyp 

Ovwrian l'yst 01' cal'cmoma 

Adenocarcinoma of body .of uterus 

Cal'cinoma of cervix 

Cervical laceration; Ectripi,on 

Vulvo-yaginihs; Pl'Lll'itus vnlva,e; J:';eukoplakia 

'real'S in vl1lva 01' perineum 

Hnpture of uterus 

Edopic gestaholl 

AdenOlnyosis uteri 

Stress inconti~)ence 

Cyst of Cl al'tner' s duet 

Carcinoma of vagina 

t)a],C'OIlla of uterus 

U neIer obsC'na bon for pa ill, Clmenmrhoea, etc, 

The follo\\'ing operations were cClrr;ed out :­

Caesarean Section 

Ab(lolllillal hysterectolll,\' 

'Wertheim's hysterectomy 

1 jan h,\'steredol1lY 

Caesarean hysterectomy 

Total hysterectomy 

Sub-total hysterectomy 

Curettage 

Fothergi:Jl's operatioll 

Salpingectom,\' 

.\nteri,u)' and P(}~tC')'ior Colporraphy 

Biopsy of Cervix 

TracllelJoraphy 

})olype('tomy 

A,hcl,om inal 2}I,n)J1wctoIllY 

Yagj'nal Hysterectomy 

J Japal'lltomy 

Ectopic Clestation 

Yaginal l\JlyomedotllY 

Yulveetomy 

Excision of B:ll,tholoni's C,vst 
Others 

Six (leath s o('('ured in thi:-; \Yard, the causes heing 

(a) "Cterine can'inoma 

(h) Ovarian carcinoma 

(d Mesenteric throl1lhosis 

(d) L~-l1lpl)()~a)'C'oma fl.!' !'erj,tollellm 

1 
(j 

J 

8 
:31 

---

122 
\15 
92 
50 
30 

25 
16 
11 
11 

9 

H 
6 
:3 

1 
1 

68 

57 

40 

276 
3:'5 
20 
19 
19 
12 
12 
8 
8 
5 
2 

2 

1 

1. 

5 

2 

2 
1 

1. 



UYNAECOLOGICAL WARD 

1. No oj admissiolls 

Ja.nuary ;32 

February 71 

M,ll'ell IiI 

April ;3D 

~by 58 
June 79 

July gel; 

Augnst 77 

September 67 

October 6:3 

November 71 

December 51 

802 

2. No. oj In-patients 

Janllar.Y (}94 

February 6D-l 

~ral'ch ROI 
April G!:3 

May 690 

June G79 

July 762 

August un 
Septem'ber 662 

Octoiber 6BO 

November 698 

December 672 

8,376 

Average stay in hospital: 10.20 days 

Operations: 

Abdominal operations 

Vaginal HY6terectomies 

Fothergill operations 

Caesarean OpBl{'ltions 

\)3 

!:1vemge per doy 

1.68 

2A5 
U17 

1.97 

1.87 
2,fi:3 

3.03 

:':U8 

2.28 

2.00 

2.B7 

1.66 

2.H) 

A verage per day 

2:3.39 

67 

8 
37 

59 

23.:39 

25.88 

21 A8 

22.25 

22.63 

24.58 

24.55 

21.73 

20.32 

23.27 

21.68 

22.34 

Olit-Pat;ieJlt ])i111Sioll. 'The nmnlbel' of patient,:; l'loJelTed to thisc:linie totaJled 
2,006. It is important to dbs8rve the 6teep rate wlith which this nnm'ber i6 steadily 
;l1tCl'ea,silJlg year after year. Thus. in 1956 the llUlll'bel' olf llew ca,ses "een as out­
patients was almost three times that ·of 1951 (701, twice that orf 1953 (1,005) and 1.5 
tin1Jes that orr 1955 (1,357). 'This rise 16 also reflected in the "follow-ups" wlho are 
attended to at each 6e6sion. The Ioll.orwing i·s a. talble of attendances in 1956. 

New Cases 

Follow-ups 

Total 

N'lI1nbwl' 

2,006 

3,058 

5,064 

A vel'ag,e per session 

13.46 

20.71 

34.17 
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Pathol'ogical DfjJarllllfld 

A total oj' 2n,l)72 "'pecimen" were Slnlbmitted to thi" Department (1:nring tIle ~'ear 
nndell' review ddaiL:l of ,,,hid) are giYen hereunder:-

llorbid ,llIatolll!! alld HisioloY!I: Smgical hic-to].ogy 8("i2; llO"tmortem bxamina­
tioni' 61. 

Hnelll%loyy. Haen1Olg1olbin C'"tilllations ;5.5Ml: vVhite J3100d Cell counts J,158; 
DiJj'erentiai ,iVhite Cell ('OUllt" 2.MM8; Hed 111ooc1 Cell counts 2,08·1; Haematociet esti­
mations 179 ; Platelet counts 111; Heticulocyte count·,,; 101; ::Ylye1ograms' 3~); Erythro­
cyte fragility test" 28; :\farro\y and Splt'ni,c pulp for L.J).13s. 17. 

Chemica/ PaUIOIOf!!!. ::Ylic.l'llscopical exalllinH tion of urine 3.892; Chemical exami­
na tion of ·mine 3,;');57; 13100rl 1] re.,l estim3 tiol1s 1,;520; B10()(1 'Snga.r estimations 569; 
Bile pigmellts anal.,·,.:es105; QUHntitatiw ,.;ugat' estimatio,1)"; in urine 31:'); Prothrombin 
estillla tions 20·(; G 1uco,;e Tolerance test,,; 202: (Ja.stric .T uice; Te,~tmeal a.nal\'se.s 180; 
P\a,~llJa lililllll)l1 l',;ti.Jllatiol]s 178; .Plasma Protein;.; C',.;timation" 1.J\); Pla,.,ma< Alkaline 
Phc;:.;phata~l' 1·17; Friedman Pregnancy te"t .\()7; Blend Chole,;tel'Ol e"timations 
fil; Pla!'llla .\ci c1 PllO"phata;-;e GO; Al1mlire,.;i,,,tant Hglh. estimation • .., D;); Plasma 
.\myJa.sl' determination" -H;EIedl'ophocetogl'nnh" :2-1; Fl'ille Chlorides 20; Urine 
l)ia"ta~e 18; ISl'n:m Cakimn e;"timations 18; f'J'ea CleaJ'all'ee Te,st~ 1.1; Plasma 
Chlori(les 8; moncl "eric acid e"tillllltion,; ;3; Blood 11l{)!'!2'<lJ1:.cPllll:·qlhate 8; Cere'bl'o­
"'pinal f1:nid;-; anll trans!l(1a{es: C'lwm .• \l1al~·se" -17;), Cytolog. exalt"s .1MD; Floccula­
tioll te"t,,: Tal,<\uh\.lla Hl'Hction 2]1. Caelminm ·Su,l.pb. Te'-'t<.; 1\)2. IThynlOl Tn:'hidit.\' 
267: Fac'ce,.;: ()u:lllt Bluor1 Chemica1 t(":-ts 251, :\ri':')'()~{'C'Jlical eXilminati·om: In. 

A total (;If (i.DOg haderiologieal illyestigatimw were cani'eel Ollt d!!l'ing the ye.ar 
1956, of \\'hieh the foJ]()\\'ing j,s a. detailed account. 

Blood Cllltures. 'The<"e were, carried out 1'01' diagnostiC' purposes 011 ,W5 .occasion,:;. 
The method aclopted depl'nded on the l1'se of c.ollllbinerl jiquic1 and ,;olid media follOlwing 
Castaneda"s met'llOd, trypto,;,e broth .,mel 'l'r,\'])to",;e agar heing lIseJ. As is well known 
Brl/cella i\} erlitellsi..,. H) i'rt'qnently met with l()call~·. i,,; a ,.slow gr(>,\yer anel so no culture 
was discarded bef'me it bad been ob,-;el'wcl for at lea·st 12 day:s. Brucella 1\1 elitensis 
wal3 cultivated f]'.()])l 70 samples and Sa/mOl/fila Typhi fro111 25 ""amples. 

Bone lllal'l'o\vobtaillecl by stel'l1al pUllctnu.e was cultivat.ed in 7 calse-s, glvmg :1 

gwwth off BI'I/cena JlJ elitellsis in 1 ease. 

Aggl'lltinM,ion tests. Titmtions for .agglutininB were carried out on 1,182 6em; 
re.actions, geneJ'ally at high titre were obtained aga in~:t Brucella ill e/itellsis in 2-'17 eases 
l111eT agaill~t It'all1JOllella typhi ill ~,m cw.;e,;. In 2() (:,\I'-'e,,; douhle l'e,aetiOlh again,,;t, 
131'/lcella, M elitcusis and Salmonella typlJi, generally explicalble on the 'bals:i.s of <V fa~rly 
recent yaccination against Salm. typhi wer,e oIbtailJec1. In B cases reaetiol1s against 
Prote'us () X 1U were oIMai,lled; in .J case,;:; aga,in:it Shirl. fle:weri, and \S:olne other cases 
against Shiff. s1liq(1e awl Shirf. floydii. In li75 other ea"e,,; slide reaNions were carried 
out giviJlg (j8 ~ ead,iom; aga inst Hruc. 1111'lite IIsis. 7-1 reactiolls alga iust Sa 1111. typll i and 
11 c10ulble l'ea-ctions. 

A.ssisting another laboratOl'Y in a wide Sl1l'vey ()!f Br'Ucellosis in goat'ti, thi6 lab.ora­
tory carried .00ut slide agglutinations .on the sera from cl60 goat,,;, of whiC:b 112 reacted 
p06itiYely. 

In the I·ast qua.riel' 0'£ Hie year, an ilwestigatioll was earried out to determine the 
l'eJatiye sensitiyit,Y o,f agglutillation testIS {lgainst Druc. meliteH8Z:S ancl Sa,lm. typhi 
carrit'ilout hy the .-;lic1e IlHJ tllOd and in ])re.,·e, tluhe,.:. III DreYl'r tube,.; sera were tested, 
at lea.st primarily, at dilutiolls ranging from 11M) til 1/320; on the ISlide the l/JO 
diliItions were used. 'Thl' antigen ,vas the senne in :both methods being a sL1s,pen6ion 
c.ontaining 1,000 million 1Jaetel'i:,1 per m1. of Bru.melitensis and Salm. typhi respective­
ly. T"l1e numhcl' of ,",era te.,teu in these ways was 18J, agreement being ohtained in 
167 c:a,ses, whib! i.l] 4 C,Fes reaction wa,s olhtainl'd against Bruc. melitensis on the 
slide when tIle tnbe tei't was neg'ahve, and in 12 (,.,lses Ireaetion aga.inlSt Salm. typhi 
wa,,; !)~)tained on the "lide alone. Only 1 ca,.:l' reaNecl again,.:t Typhoid ill the tube,.; ant! 
gaye a negati\'e :slidl' renoiun. 
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Wasse1'mmm Complement Fi:ratiml tests (Ind Kahil tests: A total of 973 samples 
of 'olood sera were examined with p,ositive results in 2.88 ease,s. 3 6amples of ce1'eb1'O­
spi} al fluid and a sample of a;:;cetic fluicl were also examined wiNl negative re6iUlt. 
GOJJOcoccal compll'ment fixation tests were abo c',HTiec1 ont in smne cases. 

Ce1'euro-S1Jillal fillid: A total of 93 sample;:; w.ere examined: Neis meningitidis 
weri~ identified 011 4 ,0eca'5ions, Myco. tlillcrClllosis in J cases, Str. pneumonia in 3, 
Bact. coli ill 1, Stall71 yllococCZ: in 11 ease,,", and a mixed nora \Ya.s found in 3 sample6. 

Pus. 125 samples oJ pUHllent lWttel'ial [rom varions SOlll'ces ,vere examined yield­
ing Staphylococci on 3G occa8ions, 111.'/('0. tlliJCrclilosis in 14 ease'S, Bruc. melitensis in 
;,3, Psellc/nl1l/0Jllts Jlyocljall('u in 1 (·a,'.:e, B. coli in 1 ca"e, CorYII. dipltteriu in 1 en.-;e amI 
a mixed flora. in 15 cases. 

Joint fluids. 01lt O'f 2:2 .samples oct: fLuid from il,lflamec1 joints Staphylococci were 
cultivated in 5 and 131-11C. IIIl'lit(;1Isis in 2 ca~es. 

Pleural jl-uids. In 38 samples, Myco. tll/;CTClll.osis wa" met ,,,ith in 3 occasions 
anc1 St,aphylococci in 2.. 'l'he telsts of these f],uids include inoculation in a guinea-pig as 
a wutine. 

Sputmn examinatq·on. The number of .sputa examined \Vas 87-1: in 125 ea6e,s the 
il1yco. tll/;C1'Clilosis wa" ronnd. In is C<l:.;l'S Calldida all)i('(/l/s ,Y,n~ found to an extelH 
whieh may have been l)athologically signitficant. In a large nllmibel' of other cases the 
na'ture of the predominant flora wa" determinec1. 

Gast1'ic contcllts. All these samples, sllQ)JJlittec1 for tIll' c1etecti,on Olf Myco. tll/;er­
clll'osis from inget;tec1 spntuDl, WE'rE' routinely examined b.\- t1 ired mimoocopy, ,by culture 
and by gminea-pig inoculation. rJhese came from a large proportion of government 
employees ,or 111'Oi'1lectiYe emplo~-ees and [rom intending emilgrants in 'whom other exa­
minations had ,.,ng1ge,.;tell the p(),~,~ibility, often remote, ()f a tnlwl'C'ulal' infection. The 
presence of the Myc(J. tllberculosis WClS cletecteel in ]8 cil,.:es, Ollt of IGG C[l6eS examined. 

Faeces examinations. A total of 7G2 samples otf faeceB were examined, incluc1ing 
a very 1a11ge pr.oPOl'tiol1 ,from convalescent cases to c1etermine their nOll-infectivity 
before discharge. Salm. typhi, 81/ig. jl'e:l'Jlcri, Sl/iq. boydii Imd J1Jyca tllbeTclilosis were 
:leteded in some. In olht'rs thl' Rlltallloe/Ja histo/ytil'(l, Gial'(bia and TriciwIIloIW8 
were seen, as \\:·e11 as oya of Entel'/lills vermiclliaris and of H!JII/clbolepis na.J7,((. Samples 
of Taenia. vvere suibmitted for ic1enti'fication of speeies. 

In July there was an outlbrea1k of Ifood poiczoning. 'rile infecting organism was 
identifiecl ,as Sab/1. ty phi III u1'i 11111, a.s \ya", ·confirJ1led hy the Salmonella HeJe.rence 
I.Jaboratorv of the Central Public HealtJI LwboratOlT Service. Noone of the food on 
",hidl su"iliciol1 centlcod epic1emiologiwlly was aYail<~lhle for examination. 

Urille c,l·(ili/il/uti(lii. Exnminahons of ;.3\)() l~arnl)les, ,1)\- direct examinatj.ol1, mrltnre 
anc1 animal inoculation showed the pre-sPl1cP .of Ji!fCO. tilbercillosis in 13 cases, Bmc. 
meZ'itensis in 1, Pseudomollas pyocyanea in 3, Bact. coli in -14 eases and a variety of 
miCl'OOl'ganisllls inclnding Str. 1)JI(,lllllOlli(le, Bact. o('roqelles, COJl(lida (l1I)ic((1I8 etc., Oll 
other6. 

Uret7t1·a.l and vayillal (]i.~c7wrye8-. In 120 sample!' of c1isC'harges from cases of 
u,ret.hl'itis, leuc.ol1rhoea, etc., the ?\Teis. gonorrhoeal 'wa,s ic1entiJied 23 timeB, Staphylo­
cocci 10 times, 'l'1'ic7'0'11IOJIOS v(lrJ,illalis 12 alll1 Ca /ldie/'a (/lbicalls 9 times. A variety of 
other microorganisms not specifically pathogenic 'I\'e.re also met with, 

E.N.'1'.E. Suabs. ,A total of 130 "wnbs from the throat, nose, ears and eyes were 
examinec1 for the presenoe of illfeetiug bacteril1; the COllyi. dl:phthe-riae was met with in 
:2 throat calSes, in 1 eye ca6e, in 7 ear slwabs, and 1 nose s"walb. Some of thes'e latter 
2. weil:e non-virulent. A yarietv of bacteria, ,"eTe encountered in the other cases. In 
5 nasal smears the presence of Myco. leprae was detected. From patients in whom 
there is the 6uspicion of leprolSY infecti.on a ,scraping 0 1£ the nasal mucosa and 11 smear 
hom fluid obtained by a slitting of the skin in the affectec1 area alre both examinec1. 
The .skin preparation ,\"a,s positiye ill 8 ca,ses; in no ca,Se IYH6 t,liere a- positive naf;al 
mucosa finc1ing with a negative skin J·esult. 

Hair exarnillat.iolls. These w,ere carriec1 out on "b7 Cfu'ie-s n1.ost of wh~Dh were in 
treated cases to confirm cure 01' in ca,ses of cicatricial alopecia to eliminate the possiJbility 
of an actiye infection. Tinea capitis "as detected in 2 calses and Achorion in 3. 
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A ntibioties Seu8itivily Tests. On 278 oeca"ions material ",a,s received for the 
identification of the infecting microorganism,:; and to ass'es,s their sensitivity to anti­
biotics. 'These came mainly from calSe OIf otibs, from throat illfections and from 
pyogenic inf,ectiolls. The hacteria i,solatec1 were tested against Penicillin, Chloram­
ph ellico1. Ternllll yc in, .\ mom,H·i n, Stn"ptOlll,\'C j nan d Ac h ],()rnyci 11 . 

Miscellaneolls. Other work ind,uc1ed ,examination of helminthic palras,ite,s, post­
mortem 6pecimens, transd'usi.on blood for sterility, Partl-Bmmel tests, preparation of 
vaccine,s, etc 

HA1l10LIi)IG1C'AL DIUISION 
During the .\"t',a1' tIle lllill11Jer olf patients X-rayed '.V,he: 11 ,2:3J. 

N umber of Films u,sed 
N umber of Dental6 used 
N um~)er 0>£ Occlusals used 

21,881 
266 
149 

The numiber of Emigrant.s X~rayed during the y,ear ,vas 2,285; film6 used, 2,464. 

The number of Hospital Cases X-rayed wa,s 10,07J of whom 1,645 were teacher6 
and 299 were members of the Police. The number olf Films 'used was 11,685. 

B.LOOD 'TR\NrSFU\8ION Dl \'liSlON 
During tllE' .'ear 1\)56 tIle nUl1llber af request~ :for T]'an,~r[nsi()n was 70J and 985 

bottles were is'slied. 

Dono.rs numbered 1,316. 

'1'11e Group frequency 

Group 0 
GIOUp A 
GJ:oup B 
Group AB 

of 704 patient,s teBted \"a,s as follow6 :-

40% 
50% 
7% 
3% 

Of 679 persons tested \vith the:lnti-J), 85.G% were Hhesns Positive and 14.4% 
were Rhesu6 Negative. 

DRK'TATJ ])1 \'lISlON 

iTlli,,, departlllt'nt was tl'allf31felTec1 fl'fJoJtl the \'alldta ])i',:,pelh-;lU\' to St. IJuke's 
Hospital Out-,Patients Block. On the 11th March, the Hcsp1tal clinic ,vas opened 
for dental patients, 'and on the 12th ::\Jay, H)5G, the Clinic wa", oJJicially ina,u-g'lll'ated. 

'The Clinic, which has been planned on model'll line.s, if) well equipped for dental 
tl)'E'atment in a hospital.vtmosphere where inYE'stigationsc<lll he carried out with facility; 
it a'fiords bette}' {·onwllience to the patients, alld has proyer1 a great a,<.;set to the 
hOBpital it.self, a,s manyorf the in-patients benefited from dental treatment. 

':[I,vo patients found suHering from Squflmous Cell CarciDoma of the mouUl (angle 
of the jaw) were referred to the Hoyal }CIan,den Hospital in London, for Sllugical and 
ira:adiation treatment. 

During the year the folIo\ving \vork \vas l)erfonnec1 :­

Number of patients attended to 
Number 0'£ new patients 
Extraction of teet.h under local ,anaesthesia 
Attendance in connection with pro<3t.hetic w,ork 
Propll,yladic treatment 
Operations under General Anaesthesia includin.g Impacted 

teeth, buried teeth, enrucleation of cy.st,.;, ajyeolectomy, 
tu111 o'urs , et.c. 

Patients referred for invest.i'gations (Hadiologi,.;t Pathologist) 
Number of patients fitted with fnll or partial dentures 
Restoration of teeth 
Scaling and gum he,a tInen t 
Patients who retfu.sed treatment 
ratiellis treated for fractnre of the ja'ws 
Attendanc.e,s at varioU<3 hospitals and Civ,il ril·i.son 

7,888 
1,891 
7,459 
3,883 
1,1181 

101 
169 
841 
586 
336 

6 
11 
28 

Various GOTernment Institutions were, in ,nddition, regularly vi,sited by one of the 
Dental Surge,ons for examiation and tr,eatment of the inmates. 



St. Vincent De Paui Hospital 

TIle movement of the hospital populat·ion during the year was a.s follows:-

S. \'. P. H. 

1956 

Malee ... ... ., . 

LO 

~ 
:::l_ 

:::­
'd 0 

e~ 
Q.):::l 

t:t:Q.) 
..-
~ 

378 70 48 13 ~1 - - 7l 336 

I Fennles ... .,. 332 90 20 9 13 - - 95 025 
------ 1--- --- --- ------- ---

Total (Inmates) .,. 710 IGI) 
63 I 22 3.f 166 711 

--- -------- ---
Extension Wards 

Male Surgical Ward 'r 8 28 (A) i -- 7 3 2 ~3 26 .,. ~O 

Male Medical Ward .,. 26 10 42 (b) (j 11 - 1 24 36 

Female Surgical Ward ... 18 3 27 (c) 2 S - - 17 21 

Male Tuberculosis \Yard '2f7 47 43 (eI) I \) 5 - 28 11 67 

Female 'ruberculosis Ward - 18 36 (ll) I 5 4 - 1(; 4 2'i 

Tinea \,yard ... - 15 - I - 1 G - - 8 ... 
-------- ---

To:al (patients) .,. 96 101 17fi 1 W BG D -47 79 183 
--

2.'3-9 -I 41 I 1-47-- --- ---
GranQ Total .,. BOO 261 70 9 245 894 

(a) Almost al1 were transfers from St. Luke's Hospital. Advanced and/or inoperable 
cases. Corresponding figures last year were 49 admissions and 26 deaths. 

(b) 1'ransfers from St. Luke's Hospital. J\Iajm'ity were suffering from chronic or incur­
able diseases. Corresponding figures last year ,,'el'e 28 admissions and 18 deaths. 

(c) As in (a). Corresponding figures last year were 48 admissions and 26 deaths. 
(el) Oil the closing down of the Connaug ht Hospital on J ammry 16, 1956, 3 female 

patients had been disclJal'ged and 19 male and ~n female patients '\'ere tranferrecl to the 
Hospital. 

':Fhe daily average number of inmate6 was 720 made up of 378 maLes and 342 
females, whilst that of the patients in Extension Ward6 was 26 for the Male Medical 
18 io]' the ]VIale ISullgical, 19 [0]' j-he, Femal,e Surgical, ;55 fo], the Male ''l'uberCIUlosls 
and 25 for the Female :Tuibercul.osil,s, giviDiga comprehensive average of 863 daily. 

)The following compa.rative table 6hows the number of admiooions a.nd deaths of 
inmates during the year.s 1953-56 :-

ADMISSIONS DEA'PHS 
Year I ----.------"-"--"-~~-"-~~-~~----------- ------------------

I MaJell I Fema~ I~'ota_l_ : __ Mal~I--F-e-m-aleS 
195~--I--1-28--i 1G5 II 21).3 I Ci-1 II 

1954 I 101 124 255 K8 
1~ I W ~ I ~ 00 
1956 . 113 110 I 223 71 1 

121 
94 
.5 
95 

'Potal 

)85 
182 
141 
166 

iThe slight increase in the llnm!ber of de,a,ths oVler tbat for 1955, especially among 
the female inmates, is exp1a·ined by the fact that many of those a.clmitted during the 
year were in a far adv-anced 6tate oil' the,ir disea6e and died within a short periOd of 
their adm~ss'i,on. 

Fourteen g'ids, all under the age of 10 years and suffering from Tinea Oapitis 
and an infant of 4 months su:ftfering from Eczema infantilis of the face were admitted 
into this HOcSpital from .Tune onwards. Six ·of these children were diecharged cm'ed 
and one was withdr.arwn at request; the remaining 8 had shown a considerable im­
provement but we.re ·still undergoing treatment a·t the end of the year. 
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ReeonstTuetion, Repah' and Maintenance Worh 

The l'econstrllction of the Wing Bloc:lk 011 the b01n'b-damaiged site in the F,emale 
Sllllbdivi,sion was nearly completed . Thi" Block, preyio.lN:dy a two-"tOl'e\' buikling, will 
now be built on three fLour.s besides an extens,ive basement. The whole Block will 
provide ,accommod.ation for a minimum 150 patient,s. 

The repairing of the Quadangle in the Male Suhdivision ,vas completed during 
tJle year. 

Other vn)]'l,,, ('aJ'l'iec1 out, besilles t.lw,,;e on maintenance and l'ep,ul', were the follcHv­
mg :-

1. '1'he construction of a launchy for the T.B. Section. 

2. 'The laying of cement grooved tiles in pla<:e of the stone slabs along almost' 
the entire lengths 'ort: th.e floors of the Yel'andahs in ,both the Male and Female 
Snbclivisions. 

3. The £i.xing of gauze wire frame<s to the windows in SlX ,of tbe nine Blockis 
of -Wards in the Hospital. 

Ll. The extension of telephone lines to all tIle vVards on the first floor. 

5. The Laying of mallble slalh;; to three sta,iJ'ca,ses. 

'Tube1'eulosis Ext.ension liVa)'ds 

In these wards a,re kept Tb patient,s who are l1nwilling to ,go for treatment aibl'oad 
01' whose constitution does not warrant <such treatment. 

The movement of this ,population during the year ,vas as follows. 

Males 

Hemllilling at 
ell(l of Wi.5 

Admitted I 
Hl::'6 

-------- -----~ 
if) 

-~ 
'" +--.: 

::::::; 

----;---- -- -- ---

U) 27 50 21 

DIS('H"\ HG ED 

-- --- ! --- -, 

10 11 i H7 

- --! I 25 

---'-1-,----
Females I 3--!(u, i-I 19 

I I" I i 
22 

, 1 

I;) I 
--,--1----
Total' : I 53 27 I (j9 

-2-5-

1

---i-3-7-1---, ---7-: -10-
G 

(a) These pa.tients are included in COIUlll n "Trallsfel'n'd from Other Hospitals" III 

S.V.P.H. ta,ble showing movement of hospital population. 
(b) 3 Discharged from Oonnaught HospItal. 
(c) In six patients death could not be directly attrilmtu ble t" tullPl'culosis; one wo­

man \"ho hwl Diahetes J\:lellitus, Ischaemic He:ll·t Disease and CerE'bral 'rhrombosis, died of 
conge_stive heart failure, while another aged 70 died of Cere.]mll Haemorrhage when the 
tuberculosis had l'each(c'{]. the quiescent stage. In fOllr of the lllen the cause of death was 
iJlopenvble carcinoma of the Bronchus, Uraem:a j'olowing Chronic P,Yelonephr.itis, Oerebral 
Haemorrhage following diahetic artel'io~,<;clel'osis anc1 Laenll('(;'s OilTllO,is of the liver, n's­
pectively. 

Treatment,: This 'Vll,S on the same lines as in the previollis yeal,S - bed rest and 
pmlonged "chug therapy". N,o temporary or permanent colla.pse pl'OCedUJr8s were 
adopted, because either recoyel'~' follO'wed eonsel'va tive methods or the type oif ca,ses 
were ul}tmitable for active treatment. The only ,surgical opm~ation6 ('arried out wer,e 
repa.ir -of .a dia.phragmatic hernia of NlC stoma('h .and a e-holeeysteetomy, in the same 
patient . 

. \ trial vvith a new dl'lltg, the P.A.'S. salt u£ Isoniazid, was started. _Although it 
is still premature to give a final assessment as to it.s nIne, it is. felt that results have 
not been so f,a;vorura:ble as claimed. In ,fact, ~)aeillary resistanee to the duug may eon­
.stitute ad,rarwlbaek 
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One patient, a young womau of 20 ~'ears, who 11acl B,C.G. vaccina·tion was ad­
mitted for tTeat.ment. The clinieal onset ad' the disease WUlSJ .(It leaHt 3 years a.fter .she 
had received the vaccine. She had exud,ative and nodular tm,berculosl's of the whole of 
the left lung with cavitation-s in the upper z.one and has done very well with drug 
therapy. 

Transfer of Patients to Sallaton:n A o1'oad 
Throughout the yea,r, 16 male patients volunteered for treatment albroad. Ten 

wel'esent to England and six to Italy. 
During the is·ame year, 25 patients already receiving treatmentalbroad returned -

13 maleB and 5 females from England and 7 males foroID Italy. 
Of those returning from England, 6 males, and 1 fema.le 'Were ,still in the infective 

st;age, '2 males and '2 females had c,ontcinuec1 to impl'ove, one female :had al'Slo improved 
hut had still to continue pneumoperitonenm treaotment ill -:\Talta, and 5 malE"s and 1 
female had mached the quies1cent sfa.g,e. 

Of thrf'e returning from Italy, 3 were still in the jrLfedi\-e stage, while ·1 hald' 
continued to improve and had reached the quiescent stmg.e. 

Of the returned patient.s, 6 males, all infective and one female were re-admitted 
to hospital ,and 2 of th.e males ha.ve since died. The rest are being followed-up as out­
patients. 

X-ray Equipment. 'The X-ray appa,ratu,s which was installed in the old Conna.u.ght 
Tubercul.ositS hospital is being tI'ansfel'l'ed to an l1nnexe otf the Tib Wa.rds. It will 'be 
placed in po.sition and pl'ep.ared for us'e als. soon as the conver·sion to the new electric 
current system is complete. ':Meanwhile the patients have to go to St. LUlke's for 
radiological examinations. 

Out-Patient Depa1-tment. 

T,aible LXXXII giv.e,s tbe relative particulars of the ,yorks cluried .out at the 
out-p.atient clinic at St. Luike's Hospital. 

Three .sessions are held during each week. As pointed out la.st year, an increas­
ingly large numlber of patients have been frequenting the clinic. In fact, 1,150 attend­
ed dUTing 1956, an increase ad' 510 O'ver th.e previous year. 

Sex 

Males 

Females 

'rotal 

srI VINCEN11 DB PAUI; HOSPlrl'AL 

Tuberculo.sis Wards 

TABLE LXXVII 

Olassification of In-Patients 
i I 

Class "A" Class "A" Class "A" Class "B" Class "B' I Class "B" No! 
Group I Group II , Group III Gronp I Group II Group III I flHlfferTJnB/o( Total , rom , . 

I 

----------~3--:------:--~i-8'2 !-----1~ 

2 2 3 4 14 i 32 I 57 

-- --;- --5- - 3 ---8---- 42-~ -l:-r-=- -17-: 
I J 

TABLE LXXVIII 
Age of all In-Patients 

1 From From From From From From I From From 
11 to 4 5 to 14 15 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 4-l 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 veal's Total 

__________ i years years years years years years I years and ove~ __ _ 

, "~ I ~ 10 I 14 22 28 30 1" 117 

SPX 

---

Males ... . .. . .. 

-rr-o-ta-l---.. -.---.-oo----.-.. -:-=-,: :: I~+~--;'~I-l~~~ Female~ ... . " . .. 
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Sex 

-----
~hdes 

F<lmaleti 

Totnl 

rl'ABLE I..JXXIX 

Duration of stay of patients Discharged during 1956 

'l'A BI..JIE LXXX 

Duration of stay of patients who Died during 1956 

I Under I From ! From 
: 2 ~ to lIto 3 
'weeks lilOnth months 

2 

From I From (j 1 From I From; From : From Froml (j ,--. --­
il to (l months 1 to 2 '2 to;$ 3 to 4 !4 to;:' ;:, to () 'ln~ e~.rs. Total 

months to 1 yearl years years, years I years .\'ears' ! a el 
--- -- --- --- ----- -

1 

2 
2 - I - - 4 

-----1--- --- ------

2 1!-- - 1111 
--'---1'-1------

2 122 1 ~ 4 i 1 - 1 'I J() 
I , I 

TABLE LXXXI 

Ages on Discharge or Death of Patients 

Froml From; From I From I' From I From : From From I From I From I 
Sex 1 to 4: 5 to 9! 10 to 14 15 to 19 20 to 24125 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 39,40,0 4440 to 49i 50 years Total 

yearsl years i yea~s yeurs years, years years years i years I years 1 & 0\'01' 

-:aIOs -=----=---- --1 -'1
1

-;-,--;--;- ~--:-- -I'~--I~:-I ~ 
Fem~tles - 2 2 4 0 4 1 2 1, 11 :12 

'rotal ---=-1--=--i-2- -31-6;-8--8-1-6-1---8-1---8-i-33\ ~ 

'l:ABL,E LXXXII 

Out-Patient T.B. Chest Clinic - St. Luke's Hospital 

No. of Pts. attendinlt the Out-Pt. T. B. 
Chest clinic 

, New : For I For For General 
_____ ~ries :~~~~ 'l'reatment 

Males 

Females Go: 2 2 I GOO 

Total 

1-----

,J7j 

liB9 

1\0. of Visit~ 

For artificial For For General 
Pnenm. P.P. Treatment 

---- ----

70 2,379 

41 33 2,W7 

Total 

--

I '2.-14\) 

2,241 

---' --I-!-- ----I ------------ ----- ---- ---

Total ... I 108 I 7 I 
1 , 

H I 972 1,140 111 H3, -!,54(l -!,G90 



HC)SPI'l'AI.1 FOR MENTAL DISEASES 

The movement of the hospital population um'i!ng the year, mlS as follows:-

On the Hosp.tal [legic.ters 
J,;t .January, 195() ... 

Volllntary 

;\dllliss:olls: Cel tified 

Conrts of Law 

He-transferred from other hospitals 

Total Ca,es under tr"<1I111ent 

Discharges .­
Xot in,;ane 

Hrocoyered 

HeJic\'cd 

Xot improved 

Xot lequiring hosp'tal treatment 

Transfers to tbe HosplbJ for Mental f)]s('ases - Gozo 

Twnsfers to other hospitals 

Draths 

Hemaining on t he Hospital Hegistcrs 
tilst Decem ber, 19C,() 

.\Iales Female:; 
--- ---

1 'l 18 

1:21 lOiJ 

1 

II 8 
--

4 2 

17 18 

34 28 

:2:2 35 

10 3 

17 8 

II 7 

:20 14 

Total I MaJes iF'emales -----1---I 4G:2 4:28 

~il i! 

2:2-t 

14 1-t2 130 
--- --- --

GD4 f,OS 

G 

3G 

G7 

r,7 

13 

2;) 

18 

ill 1~;0 lJO 

4-tS 

101 

Total 

],1:)2 

"'40 

912 

Admissiolls (258) were more by 51 compared to last year. 110 maJes and 87 
females \Ye,l··e first attack easelS, and 16 maj,es and 24 female·s suffered from previous 
a::;bcks of mental dis.order. Congenital ca,ses Dum berell 13 (5 males and 8 females), 
5 ea,ses (3 ma),esand 2 female,,,) were fOllnd "not insane" on 3!dmislSion. 1 female 
patient sent to hospital by order of a COlll't of La,'\' v,aSf still under dbsel'vation at the 
end of the year. 

T'he age6 on admission during 11');'56 averaged -EUi for males and ,a.8 for females. 
Single persons numbered 133 (72 male.sand 61 females), 111(1l'riec1 108 (60 males 

and 48 females) and widowed 17 (-1 males and 13 females). 

Clas.sification of admission by mental d:isorder and sex during the year 

Ai'fectiYe psydlOses 
Schizophrenia 
Paraphrenia. 
Paranoia 
Confu.s,jonal state 
Alcoholic psychoses 
Epilepsy & epleptic psychoses 
Senile &; Arteriopnthic psychos1es 
Dementia paralytica 
P,sychopa tJlic state 
lVfental deficiency 
N eur06es 
Not insane on admission 
Under olbsel'vatiol1 
Pad::il16onism 
G.anser state 
HJ.1lltington's Chorea 
Organic dementia 
Adolescent inlSta,bility 
U nelassirfied .. 

:i\Iales Ii'emalE's Total 

25 
49 
6 

4 
6 
5 

121 
1 
21 
;) 

4 
3 

2 
1 
2 
1. 
1 
5 

35 
45 

7 
1 
5 

1 
8 
,1 

8 
5 
2 
1 

3 

60 
94 
13 

3 
o 
6 
6 

20 
2 

13 
9 
;) 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
8 
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Discharges by mental disorder and condHion of discharge during the year 

Affootive psychosis 
Schizophreni a 
Baraphrenia, ... 
Paranoia 
CODifusional staLe 
ALcoholic psychoses 
Epilepsy &: epilepii,c p6Jchoses 
Nenile & uJ'l"eriopathic p~,\"Cho~e~ 

Dementia paralytica 
P.gychopa.thic state 
Mental deficiency 
Nooroses 
Huntington's chorea 
U nclals66lfied 

Hecoyereu 

22 
10 

3 

Improyed 

18 
22, 
4 

1 
2 
3 
~: 

1 

2 

1 

r nimproved N.R.H.T. 

5 1 
32 

2 
') 
.;.J 

1 
B 
1 
2 
5 
3 1 
1 

Transfers to the Gozo Hos'pitul included; Schizophrenic 'syndl'omes 20, mental 
deficiency' 2, seniLe and ariel'iolmt:hic p"ychoses 2, and psychopathic state 1. 

'1'he death mte on the a,verage DUlllQ)er (yf paticIlts d·ming tlle year (89J) was 3.8%. 
'1'he principal caUtses of deaths were ;-

Heart DiseUises 
Cerebral V,a.seular diseases 
Umemia 
Cancer 
Dirubetes 
Other ea,uses 

12 or 35.3% 
5 or 14.7% 
"1 or 1).7% 
3 ,or 8.8% 
2 or 5.8% 
8 or 23.5% 

Gener<L~ Health. The hospital poPUla.tiOll wa6 free from infections Illness. :2 
cases of tuberculosis were repmi,ed d'lll'ing the yen·r. 

39 ca600 were referred to the Out-pa.tienb' Clillicsut St. Luke's HOSipitaJ for 
advice, and COl1su]r(lnt::; Yi~it("d the H,o,.;pital wllen neces::;ary. 

'Treatment. The tollmving j,s a, summary ,00f the major forms of treatment carried 
out during the year and oil' the results obtained. 

HY]Joylycaenli(' SllUck. Only (i patienb (;'5 malth anll 1 female) \H'l'e treated, 1 of 
whom recoV'ered, 3 we,r,e jmp~ov·et1 and 2 remained unimproved. {Since !some years 
this treatment is reserved for ~l·hizoph]'enic'ti who do not .impmw after eledro ... shock. 

El:ectric Convulsive T1'eaim en!. 80 patients (46 male.s and 34 female,s) treated 
gave the following results ;-

Sympton free 
Improved 
Not improved 
"1'1'ea tm en tsu spenc1ed 
Still under treatment at the end 0'£ the ye·llr 

Males 

7 
2.:1 

9 

6 

Females 

7 
13 
11 

2 
1 

Exluding those uncleI' treatment at the end of the year, the per,centage of 
reeovel'ielS anc1 improvements amountec1 to 69.8%. 

Modifi~d electric C'onvulsiye treatment was ca.l'r.iec1 out on 38 patient,s (24 males 
and 14 female,,). The re~l1lt", (Ihtained III t' indllded in the ahey'll' raible. 

01,tt-Patient Cllinic. The 1111mOler of Ill'\\' ont-patients seen at ,St. Luke'", HO'~lpitnl 
during the yea.r was 200, a slight increase over la1st yea.l' (180). Total cases a.ttenc1ing 
numlbered 368 the s.ame number a.s la,st year and 1,777 intervie\.vs were held. 



Diagnostic Classification of New Cases 

Anxiety state 
Hysteria 
Obses'sional {;ompulsive state 
Hypochondriasis 
Affective psychoses 
Schizophrenia 
Pa,raphl,enia 
Pamn.oia 
Epilepsy 
::iVIentaldeificiency 
A'bnornnlities jnchilal'en 
Unc1a·ssined ... 

No psychiatric disa,bility 
Other calse" 

Disposal of New Material 
A. COllt;uitations 

B. 'l'reatment: 
(a) <:e,n,sed attellding or rdu,st'd jrt'ahnent 
(b) admitted as in-patients 
(c) remainec1 for tl'8atment 
(d) recovered or improved 

32 
5 
6 
9 

63 
24 
3 
1 

221 
10 
8 
8 
5 
4 

8 

49 
10 
84 
17 
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C/I'ctri(' C(III1:II/sil'(, TrentJIII'll t. GO patienb \:31 lllale." aud :31) l'elll a Ie.,;) attended 
as out-11ntiellt.", witl! the following ]'e;':,ll1t" :-

Symptom free 
Improyed 
N ot im~)l'oved 
Stopped attending hut improved 
Stoppec1 attencling Ibut no response 
Admittec1 af> in-patients 
Still nnc1er treatment in 10:'57 

Males 

7 
L~ 

6 
6 
4 
4, 

21 male,s and 17 females of the ahoye patients had moc1ifiecl E"C.T. 

Females 

6 
8 
2 
5 
4 
3 
1 

Pathological Labo1'atory. During the ye,l>]' -1:2B9 inve,stigations w,ere carried out 
l'la6.f;ifiec1 as follows:-

Blood. Differ'ential Count and piet.ure ~102: Senlm react,ion C;Wic1a.l) 284; Sugar 
t'st,imaiioll 31: iSug-al' tolerance t.est 25; Urea estimation 106; Van Den Bergh toot 14: 
I{alm test 909; vVas:3ermann reaction 746; Ketone test 3: ;Seclimentation l'a.te 31; 
Bilirubin (Follchet's te.sf) 13; Coagulation time 2: Leucocytes <:onnt 7; Tliver Func­
tion testis 70. 

Ceub1'o-sfJinal fluid. Chemical test 11; Cytological examiua,tion 10; Ilange'g 
('onidal golc1 tp~t ](i;-l: J\:allll j-('~t 116: "Ya,"'-ennallll reaction 1J6. 

U1'1:ne. Chemical and microscopical examinaj,;oll 076; other chemical test,s 123: 
Zonc1-en, telst (Fri,eclmnnn's 9. 

Variou.s. Faeces 13; S'putilllll mil'l'oscO!pic:al examination 29; A6citic fluid 8; 
Gastric contents 20. 

Post Mortem Tn1)esbig(l.tioll~~. 2, 

Occupation and recreation. During the year an aYel'age of 156 p(lt,ients (73 
male6 and 83 females) ,rere oeC'upiec1 c1ail,\', compa,rec1 to 103 (()O males and lOB 
femalel3) la.st year. 

('inema and mlll'l" ~llUw'" tlm)ng-ho111 the Ye,al" pl'llyic1ec1 tile patient" wi-th ven' 
Jre'<]l!ent elltertailllllt'lll. Apan from tlle claily I1l1's OIutings, a good many pa,tientl" 
were taken tt' the "ea..,i(le tlll'ring the ,,,lllmner IlHlllth". 

At the ella (If llie year there wert' 18 l1ati(~nls 1'1'( til til{-' St, \'illcellt de Palll 
Ho>spital still hO'1lsed at thi,s Hosl)ital. 



104 

The movement of the hospital porulation c111l'ing the year was as follows :--
--------- ------._---

Re.Jlaining 
at end of 

1G3;j 

1 

1 

I Admitted 
I ' 

I 
I 

T I a liS ferred 
from ot her 

Il o~pi tal~ 
Tril 11, frrred 

t () OTli,~,­
Ilo~pit,,]~ 

At 
l':c'l!le~t 

------1--.. --- ----- - .. ----'- ---1----
Died 

Hl'lllallling 
at end or 

l~rJ" 

17 

OPlI'rIlALMIC : I I 
Males 14 i Wtl G -1 I - 17-1 I 20 1 

Fernale:-; 11! 24+ 1 I 4 I I 200 I 33 1 18 

lJ"'''Tm,o- ,---- ------1-----
1

1
-----"-1---11--,--------

GJCA~ iii I-
Mnles D i (iO :-): :) I 1 -17 12 -.. f) 

I I I 
F(~JIlales (\ I BG (i! 1 '- 27 I 

VENER~AL--I --', '- "---1-'-' ---
Malfl~ I 1 I: - i 

1-1 

Female. 2 -1 2 
I 

2 1 I 2 

------1------ --------I 

I 
I 

------- ------1---- ---1---

19 1-1 3 -1-1D I 82 B 
I , 

47 Total 38 

The ,average daily number of patients during the year was L10 (23 males and 2G 
f-emales) , and the ave,rage "tay 0'1' pat.ients in h08:pital was 42 days 

The total numLer of out-pa,tient,s treated ',\'Lts 5/559; these received treatment III 

the various oillt-patient,s dinics a,s follows :-

.. - ,. ... _-.. __ .. _- --_. -------_._---_._---_._-------------------
Ophth<ll,nic Dertl'llltologicni 

Ma.les IHG:.l I ;j~0 

Females I :::~07 ! (\l~ I -----·1------,----- -----------1---
Total~ 4070 I 1 W2 

I 

Venereal 

78 

173 

(lr thoptic 

99 

8il 

Ophtha,lmic Division. The follO'\ving operations were pedol'mec1 during the 
year:- StralbismUls -58 males 84 female;.:; Foreign bodies cornea 130 males 1 fema'!e; 
Ca:t,al'act extraciion 34 males 39 females; J?terygilum 14 males 13 females; After 
Ca.tamct 8 male,~ 13 females; Chalazion 5 male,s 7 females; Detachment of retina D 
males 3 females; Exci""jon of Lacrymal Sa{' G :females; Wound,s af lid 2 males 3 
females; Excision oJ pl'olap~e d hi.~ 1 mule ;3 r(,lllale~; hirledolllY :~ m.ales; Glaucomd 
(l'r'ephine) 1 malt' :2 '-emalto,,; EmropioJl ~ Illult's 1 [elllallo; Irilbtlllll,V'] malp 1 female; 
Exci~i()n cJ e,\-elmll 1 mule'] female; -:\TelaIlollla oJl' COJl.illllctira :2 J'elt.Ndes; ObstruCti-OD 
of nasal duct :2 females.; Papilloma of lid 1 male 1 female; Congenital Catamct 1 
female; Symhlerharon 1 Je11lule; E'pirheliolllu Gf cornea 1 female; ,Ptosis 1 male; 
Ectropion 1 nra1e; Angioma of lids 1 female; Dm'moic1 cyst of Olfuit 1 [emale; Cyst 
frontal sinui3-es inyading 0111)it 1 i'ema Ie; FOl'ei'gn bod,\c intraocular (,giant-magnet) 1 
male. 

Total JGl. 273 males, 188 females. 
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The in-patients 'were treated for the folloiwing conditions:- anomalies of external 
l11w3c1e 64 males 82 females; c1iseases of the lens J6 lnales 55 females; diseasc<; of the 
cornea 31 males 26 females; conjunctiviti.s 7 male>s 20 fema.les; di'seases of the eyelid 
13 ma1es 13 females; diseases of la,crymal apparatus 1 male 20 fema1es; gliaucoma 8 
males 7 females; affections of eye-lball 7 males S females,; clisea;:;es ,of the retina, 10 
males 4 females; c1i,sea~es of the iriB 5 male,s 8 females<; 'Sclerotic c1isea,see 6 males; 
irido-cyditis 3 males: di"eases of mbit and neighbo1ll'iJllg' parts 1 male 2 remales; 

Total 447. 202 maleB, 245 females. 

Out of a total of 71,070 patients who attenc1ec1 the out-patient clinic 2,3"13 were 
examined for en'or-s ,of refr[l.ctioll and Imc1 gJa,s~e,:; 111'p,o;cl'i,bec1 and -1:35 were pl'O.spediYe 
emigrants who hac1 been re;lerl'ed for troutine exam ina t.ion Iby t.he Department of 
Emigration. The total numlber O'f aHendances was 9704. 

Dermatological Division. In-patients 'yere treated for the follo\\'ing diseases :-

A. Non-Infectious Inflammatory Diseases. ISeptic Del'matit~s 25 males 2 
females; Sta6is ulcers 11 males 10 females; Psoria'si,s 5 ll1.ales 6 females; Contact c1er­
ll1atiti" 9 male,,; Al1ergi~ dermatitis :3 malps :3 females; Intertrigo 1 male 1 female: 
seborrheic c1ennatitis 1 female; Pemphigus 1 male; Er~-thema, multiforme 1 male; 
Pruritus anogenital l male. 

B. Bacterial Diseases. Impetigo 4 females; Celluliti,s 2 females; I~rLpu€ vulgaQ'is 
1 female; Hansen's di,sease 1 male. 

C. De1"1llatoplzytbs:is. ,'Ilinea, capit.iB 1 male 10 females; Epic1ermophy~'ol3is 2 
males. 

D. JIetabolic Diseases. :\yitamillOsis 2 femnles. 

E. T'umoms. Kaposi"s Sarcoma 1 male; Verrllca.e vulg<ari,s 1 male; Cornu 
cutan6'um 1 male. 

Total 105. 63 males, 42 females. 

Venena,l Division. 

Sho,yn under ,seetion II. 

Genera Ii. First .:\id treatment to casualties wat; g'iYt'll to 85 oa"es. TlH:'se consistec1 
ma.inIYO"f'People l'Mic1ing at Floriana, but, f5everal ;the,r,s, from districts as far as 
Za.bbar, Luga, Sa,fi and Ghl1lxl1Iq called at the, Hos'pital for treatment. 

Rad'io'logieal Dim·sioll. 51 patients attended for treatment. The total number of 
sittings giY-eri-woo49S:'- '1'he conditions treated were:- Hoc1ent Ulcer 26; Keloid 5; 
Hodgkin's disease -1: Malignant Adeniti" 3: Dennatiti,'l' papillariB ca,pillitiae 3; N. G. 
Breast 2; Pruritis l1-11i 2; Ec:wema 2: De,rmatopnitosis 2; 'Ven:llCa, vulga,ris 1; Acne 
juvenilis 1. 

Besi(le sr:me minor repair" the- only ,york of irnportance cal'l'iec1 ont 'was the 
repaiQ'ing of the roofs of the V. D. anClSkin Department.. This eon.;;i6teCl in the 
application of a ,s'pecial coating, "'hich was to ,se,nre as a protection against the periodi­
eal seeping of rairrwater through craek" and c],(:'yj·c(O.c, which had formed throU!ghout the 
last few yeal"€. 

On the let June, the Polic,e took over one further large ward from this Hospital. 
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SA~TO SJPHUTO HOS.PllTAL 

rfhe movement of the hospj,tal population during the year \yas as [oilows:-

Ilischarged 

/{clllainilJ" I 'l'1' nsferrcd I' , :-- " I ,elllilllull¥ 
at '·.Ild ot i .\dlllittpd I from other Tramferr. d at f'IHl 0 

W;)5 I HospItals to other At Cured Relieycd DIed 1951i 

I Ho~pitals 
HClluest 

-_. __ .- --I '--- 1-------

I 
I 

~Iale~ 3-1 :2!J 4:2 Hj 8 17 G ~~) 

I 
,)-1 

Females 3-1 :':1 I ':27 G i) 18 3 LG 

I 
;14 

1------ --- --- ----

I 
, 

Total US 00 I 
(i\) 21 lB 35 0 41 I 68 

'The daily number of patiellts in hospital dl1ring the year w,as 67 - 33 males and 
34 females. rn1e highest numhel' oj' patients in h06'pita.l on a.ny one single day was 
70 and the lowe,st 61. 

Of the total number of ca6es admitted, 66 were transferred ,fl'omSt. Lulze's 3 
eame f,rom other hospit.als awl 50 'were remitted directly from home .. 

''1'11e 187 easelS treated dming the year may Ibe elassilfied into: Mec1ical 102, 
Surgical GJ, alHl Orthopaedic 24. 

Patient,s were treated for the following di,sea.ses :-

rfrauma, }i'rael'llreS, ';'{ound" 2:,); C'erebml 1'hromlbo"is 15; Enlarged Prostrate 14; 
Heau:t Faihue 12; Ne,y Growt.hs 10: O,stco-Arthritis (lloI14T.B.) 9; Diabetes Mellitus 
8; Ab8cess, Septic C01Hli·tions 7; Sell;lity 7; ),('cirlental J\erosene Drin:king 6; Cereibral 
Apoplexy 6; Chronic Bronchib., 6; Chronic Nephritis 6; Chronic Myocarditis 6: 
Hhe·llmaj.(l;(l Anhrit'" .'): Gangrt'llP ("t'nih· &: (}j,a;lwtil') ;'); ('ongt'uital '\Ieutal Derficiency 
0; Hepatic ('irrilosi,.; i): ('()n~'t'nital '\IalJol'J)wtiol1s -I; .-\rteril)scl(Orn..;i;:; 4; 'T.13.Pt·l'i­
tonitis 3; "1'.13. Osteo-Al'thritis 2; A .• P.!~r. Se'qnelae 2; Motor Neurone Di"ease 2; 
('.l11:onic AJcoholi;'l11 2: Bronchial Asthma 1; 'Transverse Myelitis 1; Splenomegaly 1; 
Ostenl11ye1itis 1; Hllntington',.; ('horea 1: Tenosynovitis 1; '1'.B. Lnng,s 1; l)ella,gra & 
:3Talnutrition 1; Allaemi,l 1: Psyeho-Ne11l'osis 1; Hhenrnntie }i'evel' 1. 

The numher oj' X-T~a~'" taken at the hospitai 'ivith the lllulhile apparatus wa·s 60. 
The regions of the hody examined \ye.l·e:- Chest 17; FeInm 10; Spine 6; Tilbia & 
Filnl1a 5; Urinary '1.'md -J; Pelvis 8: J{l1ee ,Joint 3; Hand 2; li'oot :2; Shonlc1e1' Joint 
2; ,Skull 2; Hip 'J oint 2; Stomach 1; Gall }31aclder 1. 

The following onlwpaedie and ,.;,ul'gic·al applialll'es \\'ere ,.;uppliecl to patients 
treated during the year:-

Orthopaedic ;\)oot,s 4 pain:;; Wa1king caliper,s 3; Hernia 'Tl'l1-slSelS 3; Abdominal 
C'01'sets2; Hanel el'utehes 1 l)air. 

One hundred anclone IJaborator,v speeirnens were sent to tbe Pathologist a·t St. 
Luke's Hospita1. r1'lle follo\ying examinations WNe made:-

Bl'(J()(llll'(On 18; hl()o(] for \Vn..;"ermann }';3; blood ('ollnb ana pidnl'e,.;. 14; blond ro~' 
Serum reaction :); bl()()(l ]ll,a~llla )ll'Otein;.< :2: blooel 1'01' (:111t1l l'e 1; 1Irina'l~'si" :15; 111'ine 
for presence of T.B. 3: mine for culture 1; s'putnm for '1'.13.3; sputl1m for N.H. 
c,ells 1; fa,eces for amoeilla 1; swa·bf) for culture 2. 

Besides the above, cJ2 Erythroc.de Sedimentation Tests \yere mac1e at the hospital. 

The number of calsl1altierS attended to (lnrinig tlle ~·eal'. as well a·s other ca"e,s 1'e­
quiu:ing urgent attention, \\'ere 22:1. The injuries or othe.r c,onditions treated were as 
follows :-

Wounc1s 158; fl'act111'es anel di,slo<:ations 2.4; .sprains and conhlsions. 9; foreign 
horlies 8: bll1'll"; awl ,·(alds 7; ("a~('s oJ l;oi",oining 7; (1(',g bites 4; heftl't failme: 
collapse 2,; cerehrnl c011('n~."i{)1l 2.: epijpptic fits 1; mental c1eficiency 1. 
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'Thirty-seven of the a,boYe cases were giYen fir,st aiel and remitted to St. LUlke's 
for further investiga.tion anel treatment. Three ,yere tran6iferred t,o the Military 
Hospital at MtnrJa; the rec:t received treatrnent at the bOF>pital and were ,sent home 
or (kept for some tiuJe aiS in-patients. 

In the ';Vav of entt'l'ta,inment, several films were shown to the patient;:; dlll'ing the 
year. '1he Ct'l{t,ral Ofii,ec of Information lent I1'S l\1ost of the films" which were projected 
1'1'Om the hospital "TJlkie" apparatus donated by pa6ents and ex-patients of the 11ospital. 
Ontings in buses were also organised c1l1ring the year. 

The movement of the hospital population during the year was as follows :-

.So I ~ 
Cla!>sificatioll .~ ~ 8 '2 "'..",'°1 :;:; 

~ ...... -' 

Trallsferred 
from other 
llo"pltals Q5 ~ -c 

~c:: 1 <: 

--_. -- --I -- ---------' 
M&les 

LelJrotn,ltolis 4() ,,(a) 
III( eterminatp 4 3 

Females 
Lepi'omat ll 1l5 I\) I Wa) I 
I lIflfltcr 111 ill<! te I -- I 
----- -1---.---

1 
Total ... 70 

I 
Il ! 

Discharged 

Transferred At 
to other request 

HOSpiti>lS' Ibi 

').') 

4 

\) 

1 

BB 

Cured Relieved: J lied 
! (c) 

I 
'nemaillillg 

I 
at end of 

Inr,G 

--------- -'---1-----

-1 ~r) 
;3 

1:2 

,, __ , -______ 1 ------

! I ;, -to 

(a) cases who although still aetiye wpre discharged at their OWll request in th" pn'\"ious 
years. 

(h) the' ma,iority were eases in who1ll the disease has been Hueste(i, while tIl(' rest WN(' 

eHses, ,~ho although st;1I active call be e'frt'('tiYp]~' isolated in their own homes. All such patiellts 
must, homeYer, contillue to attend at regular intpITals for treatmpnt at the' out-patients' 
('lillie attaehpd to the Hospital, in 01'(1<,1' to qualif~- for financial assistan(·e. Shou1(1 they fail to 

nttend regularly for trpatment thpir all(mallees will he diseolltilluerl. H~" this method, together 
\\"ith the imprrlYed stamlarr1 of liying and improved er1ueatioll, it is hoped to brillg Lpprosy 
under control. 

(c) two c1ied of Clll'oui(' }r~-of'ardia1 Disease, two of ChrOllie Npphritis i11lc1 Ollp of Conges­
tive Heart Failure. 

The t1aily l1vemge lHlmllwr of patient;:; tlli" year \\"as 8D - :28 males and 11 females. 

'l'1'eatm ent. As in previous years ISulphone trel1 tment in various forms has 
remained the standard treatment of Leprosy in this Hospital. There j:s no doubt that 
Sulphones, despite certain defects, constitute i1 lllUst l1sei'nl weapon against IJt·prosy. 
and are the tl'eatmpnt or ehoi'ce ill l.1elWomntolisLeprnsy, \\'11 iell i,s the (,Olnmnnest typl' 
of I.1epl'Osy in ,our count!','-' gH~I'.\, patient is ;11"0 supplied regularly \\'itll Iron and 
Yeast preparations. 

Reyeral pati~nts are undergoing comhilw<1 treatment with Rtreptom.v<:in an<1 R1l1-
phones. "is an adjuvant to Slllphones, Streptomycin is a{lmillistered in ]O\\' dosage. i.e. 
O.5Ig. daily. Mucol1lS membrane lesions show rapi(1 :mpl'Owment on such t1'patmen1-

1\IOf.t pa,tients UlH1el',g'oing SulpllOlle treatment ,continue to improve stt';adily ,both 
dillical1y and haderi.ologicall.1'. \\Te a,'e glad t() l'e,gister that tht' llf'ogree of cooperation 
h~' the paLel!t;:: ",itll reganI io treatment issnti",l'M·tory. 

In our opinion Isoniwti II ir "-\cill Hydrazide is of 1 ittle lise in Leprosy. One" patient 
was operated upon hy the ,Tunior Surgeon of Rt. -Luke's Hospital for :Fibl'o-n(lenoma of the 
breast. Treatment vms sllccessful. 1'he ont-pa,t,ient clinic attached to th is Hospital dealt 
\yith an aggregate of 5tH attel1l1nnees. 
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'rite Yi~iting Ph,\~iciHl1 ml,~ ('ull'lIlit'{1 in yuriou:, ()l'l'asiolls c1,nring tile yt'Ul', whilst 
the Huwl'llment Opllthalmie ISllJ'gelJIl called ;.;t'wra,l Time" and examined all(1 treated 
the eye complications of the pat.ients, 

rrht' (]oWJ'Jllllent Dt'l1,al Surgeon also attended when l'e(lnestecl. 

II"Ol'l,s c((rried (Ull ill Hospital dlll'il/(f t1/(~ !Jcar. - A room adjoining the Male 
EmployeE s qmute]':,; lIn" heen con"tl'lH'Ted [ot' u!Se as a dining 1'00111 for them, 

]'l'ames \yitl1 gauze \\'i1'e have been fixed to the winclo\vs of several vVanb, 

Seyenl passages in the grounds of this Hospital have been paved \vi,th cement tiles, 

During the year various \\'o],k" (If a geller,al charaC'ter have also been carried out. 

Visitors aneZ Enterta,il11l/e'lli, Local Theatrieal Companies have performed on 
ranous U{'Ca";){)ll:,; ill the Hc,~pital Entertainment Hall. Cinema ·shows took place 
weekly, 

.-'-c new bus \yas pro\'ided fo!' the patients in :Fehrum''y, all:: ontings, which IIaye 
proved to be a \yekOllle b!'eak frow t!J,e lJlOuotony of hospital life, '\'ere organizec1 f1'e­
(]nently. 

XO'l'E: \'ide Chapter Oil "Lepro~y" under 8edioll 11. 

IS()]~A'l'ION HOSPI'l'AL 

The mOH'Jlient of the ho'"'pital popll:at'oll cluring the ~'ear \\a8 as follo\Ys: 

I Tram,- I Disch;U'ges I .. 
tprtf'd, --'-----'------1---1 HemalTllllg 

Hernaillillp' at .\dmitted' from I Tran,- '[ I at eno of 
end or l\l~)0 , otl:£'r I' ft'lI('d tt) .\t 1 Cured ]{p!:e\'p,d I Died 1 WoG 

i 11O'pltals I 
I 

: 1l0spItal, other I<,quest I ,I 

--------- -----'-----1---- --- ----'---1---
Males -1 J3D I 1D 1 '10 -1 ](};j H I 1:3 I 12 

Femall's 17 1~1 17 ~4 7 11~ i (j 

I I 
-,---1--- ---------1---- ----

j 11 i 217 4; 14 I 17 Total 21 2()O ij(i 

The daily ayemge popUlation \YllS 17 (7 male:-; and 10 fe,llla:,-',,;), The highest llllYll­

bel' of patient,; 011 an:' ;.;inglt' cla,\' \\"a8 :3:2, the lowest 3. 

1;:;1 C'a~es were admitted for .;.;u"'peded diphtheria: 79 were bacteriologically con­
filmed, ,1 (Iiagnosed dilliC'all.\' and oJ tlte remaining, -J7 \yere acute tonsillitis anc1 21 acute 
laryngitis; there \"ere 5 deaths. 

Cases of aCllie anterior }J0:ioJllye:itis numhered :37: (j 'H'l'e uJ,.;c,harged as cured, :20 
leJenwl to f't. Luke'", HO"'Pital for fllrtller treatment and 3, with good chanct'ls of 
an enh'e l·t'C·OYL'r.\', were ~ent home at tile I'eque;.;t of parent;.;; in otlier 7 cases, suspedE'cl 
oj' sllffer:ng from tIlE' di,.ea"e, tilt' diHgll()~j . .; \\·a;.; not confirllled, .\!'l'angeln'2nt \Ya.s macIe 
for pat;Ell1~ "'110 retul'll ]J()Jll(' to attend a:-; oul-patiellb at the I'h,\'~i()therap~- clinic. 

'j'here \\'('I'e \) (,<I;.;e;.; or l~'phll~ a lld Olle C'l>'e of typhoid l'e\'<'1'. .\ ehild, admitted 
urgentl~' at ;).:2() a.lll. 1'01' suspec·tec1 'JI1('nillgoc(l('cai mellingiti,." (lied ;';00]) after; serologi­
cal tests and autop;.;y showed tlIat the CHu;.;e of ,her death 'wasJ1l1ll'ine typhus. 

Other C'a~'es ,Yen' the fo:lo\\'ing: el'ys:pelas 20. ehiC'l,en!l0x 18, inflllellZ'iL ]:l, 
c.ere:hrospinal llH',ningiri,-; 1(), hl'Ol1ehoplleuJllonia -I, ~C'Hriet fen'!' -j, measles 2, gangrene 
':2, llerpes z(),.;!er 1. e:!1T;el' oJ d.""t'ntery ,hal'illi 1, puerperal fe\-e.r 1, post YaC'cina,l 
encephalomyeliti,s 1, streptococ'cal septicaelllia 1, Hl'ute colitis 1 and infest,a.tion 1. 
Eight of the,w patiellt~ a;ec1: an infant c1iec1 of c'erehro'pinal meningitis, '(\ young" chilC! 
of b"clll'hopne'umonia, a ,\'Clllilll :!'ged 54, of e!'~'sipelilS and five men, a,dmitte<l for 
influenza, aged HN, 01, 7:3. ();2 anr1 ;')8 l'e"pediwly, died of C'ol1gestiYe heart failllee. 
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In February a \yanl of tbis hospital \YflS opened a.S [(11 extension ,,',ud of the St. 
Vincent d raul Hospital 1'0), the reception of pariellt::; amliting admission nto tIle 
latte.]" ho . .;;pital. 'l'be 1l1O\'>2111e·nt or its population \\'a" as rollo\\';:;: 

I : 'rrans- Discharges 
fen'cel . 

\dmitted froID : Trans- r--- ---I-
I" : other ,ferred At. CIlfPd HPlieved 

i ho;:plht!s I to other: request 
i hospitals I 

DIed 

Hemainiug 
at P!le! of 

~ ~)GG 

------- ------- .--- --,----- ---- -_.-'------

~lale8 31 34 I 51 10 4 

~Clllales _". ___ ~ _'" I_~:_~ ____ !---=-___ 1_G __ i __ 2_" __ 

Total lOD G7 I 108 I 23 I j 20 2rl 

'1'he daily '[l\'era.ge population of the inmates was 20, and the highest nn·m:ber of 
them. on anyone single (lay was ::3-1, the lowest 1. 8tl"d "epanltion existeJ between 
thi,s ward and the isolation wards so a" to prewnt the llired and indirect tr.ansmission 
of any infertions ag'ent to the inmates. 

CO~NAU(}FI]T HOSIIII:TATJ 

This Hospital \,as off1cially dosed c1o-wn on January 16, 1956, when out of the 
53 patients remaining at the end of 1955, 3 female patients had been c1ischar:ged. 

The remaining 50 lJatients - 19 males and 81 ft'malp~ were t)'an~d'elTec1 tn 
the Extension \Vards of St. Vincent de IPaul Hospital. 

A full account of thi.s closing down is given ,in the Int.POcluction to the Report for 
the year 1955. 

VICTORIA HOSPI'1'AL 

'1'he movement of the hospital population during the year was as follows :-

Hemaining 
at (md of 

HJ5G 

I ','""".,'""d 1_1 ____ ~~scl·~~ged 1 _________ 1 ____ _ 

Adlllittpd I frum other I Transferred \t 
, Hospitals I to other I' t --t 1 Cured I Reli"ved Died 

I Hospitals 1.eque:s 

Males 19 -, I 18 38 163 IS 

FUIll1;1\ BS B2 442 ') I 20 

--1-------
I 

124 242 J~ 

'rotal 51 I 7Dl 12 38 fH 405 30 

'The daily average population was 58 - 21 mal.e.g 'fmd 37 females. 

l{ellli\.ini!lR 
at end of 

hi5li 

27 

9 ca6es o£ elo"e·c1 hi1Wl'culo.sii' of the l'espil'at.ol'.'" system, as a.gaini't 7 f()r last year, 
and 2 rases of tu.bprculosis od' joint.s anc1bones, as against the .same figure for last· 
year, came up for treatment during the ~·eal'. 3 of the forme.]" and one of the latter 
were t.rans:fenerl to other ho,.-,pitnls. In the l'e.st the disease ·beeame guiescent and 
were discharged as Buch. -

7 cases ,of 'Typboid and 22 of BnH:ellosis ",yere treated. \iVith the exception of 2 
cases of the latter, which at the end of the year -we1'.e .still in hospital, all the rest were 
discharged cured. The corresponding figures for la6t year were 2 and 20 respectively, 
also with no deaths. 
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8 eases of Tetanus, a6 against 5 for last .\"ear, \H're treated and di8ehal'gec1 curec1. 

67 ea.;o,e6. as a,gainst 8G for la,::t )'ear. \\,p.t'e tnlllslfeJ'l'ed to ho,spitals in :Malta [01' a 
variety of conditions tmcb as congpnital heart (:)) ee re.b l' a I tumClJur~, ma.ligna,ncy, and 
ga1stro-inte,stinal aiIect,ions. OtheJ's )'('(]ui'rec1 pjec·tr;eal treatment, inchuding dia­
thermy for ceryic:al erosions, tOlllo,graph;'l' and other special X-Ray investiga.ti>on6. 

233 operations. as againBt :27B for la,st year, were performed during the year. 
T'hese inc:lude all eme,rgenc:y opel'(ltions. anll all obstet.rieal and gynaecologilcal opera­
tions, pelf.o.rmed by the permanent }I e elite al Staff of the lio,spital, and the specialized 
orperations, which are outside the prO';ince of the general smgeon or not strictly 
urgent, which were performed h:' the c:cll11'oultants during theil' respective monthly 
se9sion at the hospital. 

Q·ut-Pa.tielli Departlllent. 1,828 c:a,.;es, a6 against 2,110 for last year, were 
attenc1ec1 to in rhi,s depaJ'tment dUJ'ing the .n'a!'. Of the"e 12:) were for enol'S of re­
fraction and 369 1'0], dental se1'yice. 'The eve and dental clinics nre alwavs the most 
crowded. Some of the ne\v equipment f~r the dental clinjc ha,s al~'eady been 
received. 

Cl,illica/ Lal){)}'ato'ry. As against 1,368 for Ja,st ~'ea]' the llmnber of test", and 
examinations red'ormed at the Lahoratory dnring the year under review was 1,714. 
These included 303 hlood groll,ping,s, 213 blood counts and pictlll'e, 251 examinations 
of Sjl1!tlllll and :2:'51 l'Olllll.1ete llIrinanal;'l·"i,c:. 

Lauo1"(ltO'r!J Test (md Ji}:raminatioJl8. Bl'll'od gronping,,,; 803; complete examinwtion 
of urine 251; examination of sputum 251; bloo(l count and picture 213; examina.tion 
of hair and scraping for pal'flssite 160; blood Sel'Ulll a'gglut,inati-on 1-13; Friedman test 
for pregnancy 128; blood urea estima bon 108; examination of throat <swahs, 38; Van 
den Bergh's te,sL 2G; examinatiml orE mine lor T.J3. 21; nalsa,l ::;wahs for H.B. 17; 
examinaotioll of J'ae{'C..: for amoplbae 1;): va'ginal ,:wahs 11: pxa,millation of faeces for 
oeclllt blood ]0; e,x:1l1linariOl} Clf C.lS.II'. 10: splenic pulp. 1'0], L.D.B. 10; pus dis­
charges, scraping ,dc·. 8; examination of gastric content,s 4. 

S1l1'gic(J;V Division. The fol1o!\ying oper~t,ion,::; \vere performed during the year :­

(iasiIYJ-illtl'sl:ina/ Tn/ri. ,Appendicec:tomy :3 male::; G fema.les: fi,f,!tula in ano 
1 male; cholecy,stectomy 1 male 1 female: Igastl'ectl)ll\Y 1 male 1 female; Perianal 
sinns 1 male. 

H e1'lzia. Inguina.ll0 males 3 famales; femo],al 3 female.;;; Strangulated 2 females; 

Bones , Joints, Tendons, etc. Fractures 31 male·s 21 femal,c,s; Cellulitis 2 males 
8 females; Foreign 'boc1ies 3 male,::; -I females; 'Aibseesses (Anaesthetic) 2 males 3 
female.s; Dislocations 2 male,s 1 female,s; 08teo-arthritis 1 m,lle 2 femaLes; Amputa,tiQn 
toe 1 male 1 female; Fra.ctures c1erpressed, skull 1 male 1 female; Il1gl'Ofwing toenail 
2 female; :Mastectomy 2 females: vVounc1s extensi \'e 2 males; vVar,t,s 2 male€; 
Accessory finger 1 male; Amputatj'on abuve knee 1 fe.male; Cyst 1 male; Diillocation 
open 1 female; Epithelioma 1 male; Glanc1 excision 1 ma.le; Haemangioma, 1 male; 
8<uture of HPJ'W 1 malt,: Huh]]'e off tendon 1 mall': Skin graft- 1 female; Tenotomy 
1 male; 

UCllito ['rillu/'!J Trari. 

'Paooage of ,:'onnd,s 3 males; Cys'toseopy 2 male.s; Meatobomy 2 malefl; Prosta­
tectomy :2 mall''': Lapawtom:v- 1 female; Hyd]'ocplE' 1 male; Undescended testicle 1 
male; CYlStostomy 1 male; Phimosis 1 male; Uret,hral cail'lUlcle 1 female; 

PIlCI' (/ild I/lOuth. 

I~pulis mannihle 1 fema.1e; N.G. tonglle 1 mille. 

E.X. 'J'. 

Ton..:illt,l'toIllY 12 malt's ]8 females. 

X(~cJ.-. 

Thy]'oi(l Adenoma 1 fE'male'; 'Thy,mid (\st 1 J't'lllale. 

B!Je. 
Cataract 2 male,s 1 female; C'1PSILlI{)tolll.\' :2 Inalc,~: Iridectomy 2 females; Squint 

:2 fenwJe,.;: rrl·icl! iasi;.: :2 J'emCl les: Chalazinl1 1 male: ])"rmoj'd e.Yst eyelid 1. male: Exami­
nation of fllInd,i under Anaest 1 male; Epilation of eyelashes (diathermy) 1 ma.le; 
Entropion 1 female; Pterygium 1 female; 



O!/JlU('cu/Ofjic({/ ([lid mls/etrie Work. 

Curettage 10 females: Breech pre:::entation (j females.; Forceps c1eliYery 4 females; 
Caesarean section 3 females; Intel'llal Ye1'<3ion 2 females: Antipartum haem. :3 females; 
Hllptnr·e of lltenl~ Hy.4el'edom.'· 1 l'ema,le; (harian c.y,.;t ·exci,.;;ml 1 I'emal·e: YlilYi) 
YUgillib.; E.e.~-\. 1 female; l\fallllal relllunl of placenta 1 l'emale. 

Out-1JG.tients Dcp{/'rtmel1t.The number of ne,Y ca,ses seen in thi,s Department 
induded :-

i\lales Females T'otul 

Ophthalmic 43 103 146 
ISurgical ... 42 28 70 
Medical ... 1:3 15 28 
Accidents 866 545 1411 
Dental 135 225 360 

1099 mG 2015 

TIle total numher of attendances \YU,.; ·fOciO 

X-ray DelJC1Ttment. 

'The total mmlher of X-ray inve,.;tilgahOlI'" for thi" year wa" ·W5:3, a dedine of 111 
on the last year'sfignre, -standing at ·JI6·1. The con"iclerahle drop .in the number of 
X-ray examinations is due to the' decrea,se in the numllwr of IproRpectiv,e emigrants 
ealli~g f.or chest X-my. Also, chilrll'en mi:gnmt,,; under 12 are no longer required to 
haye an X-Hay. 

With the exception of ,screening orf the galStro-illtestinal tract, performed by the 
Ha'lbn]og;st, all X-liay \York yni,.; carried (Jut !b<\' tile Hadio:g!'aphe!'. Three :;e.";'S;011;:; a 
week, on TuesdaYB,Tllllrdays and Satmda."s \Tere held, hut more ·often than not, one 
or more X-Hay's for urgent C<l<se'f; were taken almost c1a il.\'. 'The number ·of films used 
\\'as 4515. 

Consultant: SeTvice. 

'1'h1s service, now in its Qth vear of life, ha...; Ollce mOl'e nrovec1 its: worth and 
importance. Owing to the re-int,]'~dl1dion of the Hadiologi;;:t',,:; service anel the setting 
up of a Dental Clinic the number of C'on6ultank;, eadl holding one monthl,\' session, 
has risen from 3 to 5. ~A.s reported elsewhere the popularity of the dental clinic, which 
caters for the ordinar,\' cla,s of out-patients as well as for sellOol children, is increal3ing. 

New WOTlfs. 

Some o[ the works taken in hand last year were cOlll'pleted durin.g the year unc1er 
reYi;ew. Amongst them was the convemion of the former sheds into well-a,ppointed 
iVIagi,strate's Inquest Room and a Waiting Hoom for witnesses. 

'Two new lavatory sets, one for the Yietoria and the otiler for St . .T ohn the Bap­
tist'ls Hospital, have been provided and fixed in the place of the old oneB, which were 
'\\'Iorn out. 

A ,small room clOise to the main gate was cOllverted into a, ladies' larva.tory for the 
use oJ t,he ollt-patient.s, anc1 visitors. N' e\y modern elliupment of let daBS glazed 
material, referred to in la,st year'.s annual report, has been receiY'ed and will be fixed 
np shortly. ,Thi,s includes a post-mortem ta,ble, tWill b:l'ge and three smaIl sluice 
troughs for bed-pans and urinals, one dental lavatory Ohasin 'with aece,'>sories) and 
the "etB lavatorie,g referred to whieh are already in positJion. 

OeneTal. 

Each division is DOW provided not only with fl, radio set hut also with rediffus10n 
seWVlce. 

Outing,s in :buses were helel several times elnring the year, and two theatrical per 
formanees 'were staged. 
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S'l'. JOHN THE IHPTIST H()SPl'l'AIJ 

'l'he movernent of the hospital population during the year was as follows:-

Remaining 
at end of 

1\J,)5 
Admitted 

Transferred 
from other 
Hospitals 

Transferred 
to other 
r1o.-]>ltals 

llischarged 

At 
request Cured Helieved 

'-1 Remaining 
I ott end 01 

Died tH5G 

----------------------1-·· -----
1 

}Iale~ ~)2 2(5 I 3 19 I 11 17 B_l 

Females 59 21 :] 1_l 8 - 11;)0 

~:-:_I~-I---G-I--~3---19- ---------~-1--8_l---
This. lW;;llijlaI i" a home for the aged and / or ("h ron it' [n.ii rm. There are tvw divi'sions 

one [or each "eX with 80 hech in each. 'l'wenty ,of the bedl3 are reserved for the beel-ridden 
cuses in a se,pal'~lte ward, known as the "Infhmel'<'. ,TIli" i,e, u,snally fiUec1 to eCLpacity, 
but the numher of \,;,aIking eases acwmmoelated in [1 "epantte large ward, is under 
normal. and has Iheen so eve1'sinee. the Old A.ge ,Pension -came into operation. 

rL'lle ayeragp daily popl1lation durillg the ~'E"al' \\'as 88 males am1 ct7 [emaies. 
Amongst thelll n ma,les -and 8 females \\'ere ':\Ia1te~\o patient,s tnmsfeJTed from St. 
Vim-ent de Palll Hospita.l. 

r1'he deafhs \\'ere due to the follOlying canses: 

Sendity G; Congestive heart fa.ilure ,J; Cerell>ra! hae'lllorrhage;~; Dia,beres :2; 
Cung'2sti\'e He,lrt [ailure PU:llIOnal'Y oedema :2; Pulmonary T. B. 1; Chronic myoear­
(litis with heart failure 1; Chron.ic myoeanljtis 1; Cere,j))'u,l thrombosis]; 8enile 
Atroph;v 1: Coronary 'IhromlbosilS 1: Conge,~tive heart failllJ'P 1: Congef>tive Cardiac 
failure J ; Emeritis J : t-lpnstic Hemiplegia 1; Cerehral r}'lllllour ] : Brondriu'l Asthmn 
amI PUllll. Empby"ellla 1. 

Ca,-;es I'pqni,rin!-!' "pec·ial treatment or inH'stigatiol1 art:' tran:-;fel'red to the\Tietor;[l 
Hospjtal and kept there nntil they are in a condition to be Illond hack to St. John 
the Baptist's. 'rllis happens when an operation has to be pprfol'll1ed, in acute pl1lnlOnar~' 
01' ot,hel' infections, requirin.g a,ntibioties and in ntlit'l' eases euJli'ng for dose llledieal 
snpervision and/or "kil'iedllursing. 

'1"he '2\Iedical Staff oJ the Yietoria Hospital is in cll,u:ge also of St. Jolin the 
Baptist's a,nc1 heside)'; mgent calls a ward ronnd is carripd 'out ch1!ily hy one of the 
:\Ied'icaI Offker,;. Amongst the \\'()rks carried 011i Juh~;y in thi,; llO:,pital a'l'e the fixillg 
np of a new sluice trough in each (].ivi,s10n and of a ,;e1 of 3 gJazed urinals on the Men's 
sic1e. The lanltOl':t'S in eaeh division have been endo,;pcl ill etd)iele;; and thi::; has im­
proved conditiolJs. 

ST. THEHESA HOSPITAI.J 

The follmying table gl\~~S the movement of the hospital populatioJJ during the 
:veal' :-

hemaining 
at end of 

195"> 

Males (l 

F.omales G 

Total 11 

Admitted 
Transferred 
from other 
Hospitals 

Discharged I 
------:--------------/Remaining 
Transferred at ('1)(1 of 

to other At. Curl'd Believed Died H)'JG 
Hospitals Request I 

- ---.---, ..... ----------'-- -----1-----1--,----- ----
i _l 
I 2 

--1----
G I 

3 

2 

7 
I 

-~I-~ 
I 

! ----'1"-----

13 
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'fIle daily average IJopulation was ]2-7 lllales aIHl i5 [e·males. 

'fhe established number or heds is 8 for each dlyisioll. 

::\Ioye.me.nt of pat;ems \\":1S llcces;sal'i:y limited, a,; the patients nntler treatmellt ,wre 
mostly of tlt'2 chl'ol:ic fibrotic tYl;c. Sti;'l SOllle cf tllO }J<1tiel1b ~were with a. positive 
sputum \3 men and:2 ~women) and \\'il11 it cOlUpamtiv'ely high sedimentation mte. 
Amongst lhe .men there were two recent cases. Ulle of thern, a young mall of 2:2, on 
ocnselTatiYe treatment alone, made steady and definite Pl'Orgre.B€ and his sputum is now 
negati n~ and his sedimell ta tion \I·it hin lWlmal limits. '1'11'2 o~her, aged 33 also on 
medical treat.ment, is still in hell, l'lllmng Ull internjittellt fev'er adld with a positive 
sputUIll and high sechmentation. Another recent case in the Female Division, a 
married ,,,oman of '27 yeal's. a diabetic;, was Ia Lely discha ['ged relieved after i5 HJOnths 
det·entioll i,n hospital On mediea.I tl'eannent. Her disease is no,1,7 quiescent. 

Amongst the c;omparatiyel~· recent works canied out in this hospital was the con­
struction o[ -:1 day-.room in each cliyj;,ion and an jsu:atioll roolil. 

On the J\Iale Ihv;sio]1 the Isolation Hoo'll} had to be llsed for other purposes. It 
,yas converted into a Chaplain's qUl1l'tenl in the place another room, which in many 
ways was found unsuitable as a,n officer's quarters. 

CHAi:\II3RAY HOEIP1"1'AL FOB. 1MBNTAIJ D]SE'AlSE'S 

The movement of t,he hospita,lIPopul:1tion during the :v·ear ,,,as :1S foEm\'s :-

RemainiI g 
at em! 0f 

lDJli 

'l'ransferred 
1 Admitted from other 

IIospitals 
Transferred 

to oth('r 
lio_"ipltals 

Discharged 

Died 

Remainin," 
at end of 

19,)(\ 

_________ 1 ____ --·"------1--------

Males 80 

Fema ]("s 81 
I 

3 

2 

17 G 88 

: 2 I 8G 9 (a) '" (a) 
______ 1_. __ ' ______ . ____ .. __ _ -----! _____ I ____ .I_----
Total IG1 2G (b) 8 Ie) I 8 175 

EXTENSION VVAHD 

St. Tlin'Vcnt dc Paul' Hospital 

DiScharged 

Remaining 
at end of 

lK,[i 
A.dmitted 

'rranferred 
flom other 
Hospitals I 

Remaining 
Transferred at. end of 

to other ,\t Curerj I Relie\'ed Died 19-)6 
Hospitals request:' , 

--.-----.------- ------------i--

7 

Felllal('s 3 I 3 

--- ---- - ----·---1- ----- ----- ---_·_-_·_---·--1·----------

Total 12 2 10 

--- !------- ------ ----:----1------ ---'---'---

thand 
Total 173 26 10 185 

(a) Includes on" female patient who was temporarily transferred to Victoria Hospital for 
Surgical Treatnwnt and who was transferred back to this hospital during the year. 

(b) Apart from the female patient mentioned in (a), the other 25 patients were transfers 
from the Hospital for Mental Diseases in MaIta. 

(c) Apart from the female patient mentioned in (a), ~ male and 2 fema.le patients were 
tntllsferred to Hospital for Mental Diseases, :i1Ia.ltn, for examina.tion and eventual retention, 
a,ud 2 mnle llnd 1 female patients were old cases who were transferred to the sa,me hospital 
for examination by t.he Bortrd for J\Iplltnl Dispases and possible discharge. 
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The (laily average nillmhel' or patients ,yas as follmy;; :-

Males Fpllla.ips Total 

(' h a Jll!b r<1:V 8G H3 Hi0 
Inmate,,; frolll St. \'illc(:'nt (h" Paul 7 ;) 10 

Total D8 tl() 17~) 

--- ---

A (l1nissimls. According to existing Hegulntious. admissions should be limited 
to transfer" fro])) the Hospital for ::'.lental Djl:'ea"e:; or f]'om st. Vincent de Plard 
H·():;pital. :'IJaJtn. HO\veyeJ'. '11 rgent-, ca·~e" fl'Olll (iOZ(), \v]]o fo]' llllavoi(la.ble Cirt~l1llls:tances 
cannot he Rent di],ectly hl Ho:;pital fo], }Iental Di"ea,,;es, ':\Ialta, Illay he proyisionally 
admitted to thi" hospital. 

DischaT(Jes. Thel'\e occur af; tran"fers either to a general J)Ospital for specialized 
t lea tmen ~ Ill' tc the Hc'''pital for ,.:\I,enta 1 1 )iseases. ':'II aJia. JOI' exalll ina ti·on ,hy the Bon I'd 
for ::'.Iental Diseases. 

Deaths. IJ:'he (~a11SeS \~'ere the f,ollOiY'ing 

Di"ea,.es ,uf tlle Heart - :) : 

a) Chronic: myoc:nnlitis 
b) Vnlynla]' Heart Disease 

Renal insufJicienc.,­
Senilih 
Cere1)].'al Baen}()OlTjmge 

4 (;3 males and 1 fema~e) 
1 (female) 

1 (male) 
1 (male) 
1 (male) 

rl'lIel'e were 110 ca"e~ of in.ret'tj()ll~illne,,:.; c1ul'ing' the' year and rbI;:' gelwml health of 
the bo,,",pital population \\'a;.; good. 'Two (J1(l oct,.;e,.; of qnil'''{'('nt pnlillonary tn!lwl'C'lllo;.;i;,. 
report'e(l in preyi.ous years, enj,oy relative g'ood health. 

Ahont 2-~ males and 18 female patients were g'i.\'t~n ()('ClI pati 011:', d,ming the yel~l'. 
S 0111 f' ocr the male patient" lare encoll.ra.gec1 to take an interest in gardening and under 
the snpel'yiNion o;/' the gardener. ocellp~- them,;elye", lIse,rnll:; in tht' llOf;pital gmuncs. 
_\ fel\' female patient.;, vdw are laee workers and ,,,till proificient in tIJi" trade, are pro­
yic1ell \yith the lwcp,.:,.;a'ry illlP.ll'lllt'nt;.; [111<1 material and a,rp thus kept Cl'l:llpi'ecl. Other 
ratient;.; heJ.p the ,.;taH in llOllse C\\-Ol'k. 

Patil-mfs ('oJlt.inllt' to enjoy frequenl walk,; a 11<1 btl,.; trip" a,.; well a,.; whole day 
Ol! t i ng's .. 
Sf. r~il/(,(,Id de PallP Hospital, x'l'tCl/siulI Iral'(Is. 

OJ the 20bec1s no in the male and 10 ill the feillale cliyi,.;jIJll) re,;eI'H'd for these 
inmates" onl~- 10 are "tilloC'clllpietl (7 lllales antl ;3 female:.;). 

TlJe c·anse,.; of tlJe two deaths which (j{'clll'i'ed (llll'ing tht' yeaI' werE' Cerebral 
Hat'lllOl'rlw.ge n nd Ente]'() Coli ti" 

ISOLATION HOSPITAJ..1 (GOZO) 

The movement of the hospital popnlation during the year C\\'as as follows;-

I ! I 
R"II~ining , ! Tra.nsfllrred ----
at end of I Admitted from other I Transferred 

1955 Hospitals i to other 

Discharged 

At 
request Cured Helieved Died 

Remaining 
ai end of 

195G 
i \ Hospitals 

______ 1---_______ _ 
I 

-------------1-1-

Males 1 1 40 I 1 
, I 

F .. ma.les 2 I 32 I - 2 -

---!--I----I---- ----
Total 3 I 72 II - I 3 

I ' 
(n) 'I'll(' ('allse "'as Diphtheria. 

38 

30 

68 

2 

2(&) 

1 

1 

2 
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'1'112 awntge dail,Y pOPlilation \ViI;"; ;S, 
l)ahents ,yere treated for ,the following conditions :-- Acute 'ronsillitis :2l ~Iales Hi 

li'enmles; diphtheria J:2 Ill. le! L; acute laryngitis J Ill. 1 1'. ; nellte anterior polioltl~'elitj6 
:2 m, 1 f. ; erysipelas :2 m, ; artln'itjs due to undulant fever (originally refened as sllspeeted 
poliomyelil'i") 1 f.: t()ll~illiti;,.; and hrol1chc-PIWlIlllollia 1 f. 'robl 7;) -- -!1 male" and i3cl 
[emale~, 

rI\n) cas(',; of ('onfirmed ]>oliolll,\'elitis ('Unle frolll ::'\.ewkija, wllilst the other cam(~ 
frolll Qala. 

The ag'e-!2'l'olljl,; of the pltienf's treatt'd were (q. cases C·lfj lllale,; and :.38 [ema.!es) 
under G years, 8 ('ase;,.; (B males, ;S females) unller 11 years and a caRes (2 maJe.s. 1 female) 
ow')' 11 years, 

R.-\(,REI ) l-I K\H.T HORPIT.-\L IrOn TJ1'IPEHS 
The following ('ompaJ'ati\'e Table sl)()\ys the Il]()H'Il1ent of the hospital population 

(lul'ing the yell'S F);S()-H);,56 :-

§~ 
+' t:lJ"; II <i::::~ 
~:::c:; ~ 

g(@ ~ Admitted,ll- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
.- ~ CJ ;; ..c ~ -E .~ 

I .~ ~ :5 1;; 0 ~ 0 ~ 
~~c ~~ ~.s~ 

-----;:::.., ___ I __ ~o ~---

I i I 
]\)50 

,\ t 
Hequcst 

Discharged 

Cured Helie\'cd 

~'"" 
tlO~ 

Died I :~~' 
I ~ 
I ---- - -----I-----i--
, I 
I I 

7 
:'f ales ... -I I 2 ! 1 I 
Females 6 :2 I 1 I 

~:- \------1
1

- --- ;--1, -----1-------1--··--- --------

;\lalcl ... !i 

_Fe_m~es . ---:--1-- __ . _____ . ______ -_______ I __ ._i. __ 
(i 

7 

1:)52 I I 

I ---- ----1---
:'Ilaies .. , 
Females 

Males .. , 
Female~ 

H)u4 

G 
7 

f) 

7 

3 I 

1 
1 

Males ... 
Femalts 5 -. IiI 
---- ---- ---1---'---

]\)55 I I I 

Males ... \ 
Fema.les 

i 

~3 
3 

-~:-I-- -- ----
"fales... I 
Females 

3 

(a) Died of Glyco;;t1l'ia. 

1 
2 

6 
7 

H 
5 

B 
13 

------------- ----1---

2 llal 

The Hospital \\'as clo;,.;ec1 c1(}\nl on the ]st De<:<:'lllllPl', l\l;)() , for lael\" of patien:". 
1-To\\,ev(']' the ollt-patients cliniC' remains open for t11o;,.;e pat;::'llts \y110 wish to benefit frolll 
the continuation of treaiment. There were ten ol1t-patients \\·!to i'll Yariol1s times yisiterl 
tlle cliniC' and ill all there \\'ere 6;j attl'Il<III1C't'S dming (lie year, 



UG 

VII. ADMIN:!:STRATID~J 

81'.1 FF 

HEAD ()PPIC1'~ 
JJ eriical: ('hid HI,yt'l'lllllt'lll :\\I'Jilal OmlT:', ~(,lli()l' :\](,Ili('ui Ol'iicC':', 

He~l1t;l OJlicC'J', Principal Lahl:]'a!')!,\' !lllicI"', :'I11',h'al ()ltieer . ..; (d' H<':tlill 1. :'Ife!li(':ll 
Officer General ;':P1'\';CP, Tllber(lllc,', :\f(,lit ,11 ()!'Iin"', ,T1lllio!' .\nal,1 "t ... :2, ,Tullior B~\('· 

teriolo.gi"t, ~ell;()1' La,h()rat()l'Y .\~";~t.:lllT, 

Jdlllinisil'lItiv(': Ac1m;lli~tI'uti\l' Se{']'('tar~', .\(·('01ll1tntlt, Snpplip,; ~ If'li(ler, .\llllollcr, 
Hilgher EXe'iJllti\(' Oflin'rsl, EX(,(,llLYt, Oli'ICl'I', Ii ,Hi,,ther Clel'il':\1 Oi'lic·e::,.; B, Clerical 
CHiee]'" \Y, ISli(lrl11alJ(l 1'Y11:"t,; :2, ( {'II'J'k :rYl;i~t", ;2.J. 

Health: Cllief SanitHl'~' In';llC'eh", Sl'll;Ol' S,lllihl1',Y In"lll'l·to]',.; ii, Tu\wl'culoB:-; 
Of(]eer, I{()clPllt Control Officer, 

HOSPI:T\:\] .8 
He",idl'nt ::\It'dic'::l Snperilltf'!lll('llb 0, 1'11,\'->.':111 - ;5, Sn';'ge()!l"; ,1, .\I·('OlldH:'I!I·"; :2, 

Surgeon" ,E.l\.T. :2, l'atlj(:1()~'ist..; ::3, \'(,]11':'('1\1 ])""":tI'P~ on'('t']'" antI Dl:'l'malo]ogj"h :2, 
Bacterio]og',,,t,.; c3,OrillOpal'(jie ~n:,!.[eOll. Bl()d T],;llhfn,::i oll Ol'fice]', Ophthalmologi,::t:; 
:2, Dental ~nrgt'()]l~ :2, H :\. ;\na(·~rh('c,.:i.-; :3, He,.;illellt ::\f('(lical OJI]('el's n, 
Hegi:"tl'<ll'S :3, :\s,.:i"tant '.',It,,!i('al Ofli('l'l''':' :'2;), ;'h,;jer Tnto!'. Ht',gi":(l'l('(l Nll],"('S 21, Sid 
Chrlcht'll'''' l\l11''':PS a, .l\la"seu,--p,.; all(l 1'1Iy"i(ithl':'ap,\ Sisters cl, {)('('upational Therapist, 
Orthoptic' :;\;11)''';(1, :'IIi<lwiYes .1, l\adi(l!THpll("l''': (i, (1I'eJ' 1'1Wlllla(':'~, l'hannHcist:.; ;'), 
.\,~sibtalll "\lotLl'Ul]'ie,' ]~2, Laho:at()"~' A'I,i,t:lllt.; 1], lklltnl ::\jPl'h:lllic,": 2, \7i,'arc1mastel's 
G, Chief ,::\orale );'1Il'''E'S ,I, }1o":Jdal .\ttellilalll,~ 71:2, Ho-;pital EnCfill(,('1'. St<Jt'e Officers 
Hi, Hi,g]wl' Clt'rical (ljh L'1', Cleric',ll Ul'Iiu')'" 1, t1llOl':IIHllll Typ "i,.; :3, Clerks/Clcrk. 
Typist€ D, 

S,PECIATj SEH\'lCES 
Port 2VIC'dieal Oi'Jieel''': (il1l'lqaing Luqa ,\il'jlllrt'l ;"S. Sdwl)]:'IJe(lieal OJlil'el's 7, Dis· 

trict }Iedical Offi(,ers ,12. Child J-hnlth {)lIict'l'''; :'3, Sl'hcI!][PP;1tctl Sl1l'~'('on8 :3. :"'k-hool 
Eye Speciali,.;t, .\lltl'-)i;nal :\fedical Of'li('o'r" :.2, ;.l;l1lilar,l' l11"'peeto]'eS .35, PJlIhlic Cle;l1wing 
OffiCI"]', Health \·i,.;itr'],,,j(-;, Schoo] ~\IlN"~ 0, Sllli",idiz"i1 :\lic1wiws 5. 

The fc:]lcwil'g aupo:mltl(111t-; \Yel'(' 1l1:\(le (lurinl!' thl' ~'eal':-

,])1'. A, J. C]'ellHllla. lL~('., ~.!.])., Hl'l](lint('ll H(:.~i(h'llt Cli ll :cal Oni~'el at St. [juke'" 
Hospital ,yitl! effect from dJ(1 ]:3t11 :\1<11l'h, ]\1:S(j. 

D]'s. John .\z/::o]1:1nl:, lllllll:lw]'t n'('('11 .. \ Glellb:-' ana Charles Fav,a. appointec1 
:\Iec1ieal Oflice]';.: for dutI, \"iIh llw l\ntinn:d In''ll''~lll('(' Di\'i,,,icn of tIle Department of 
EmioTatiel1, Lahoul'Il11'(l S()('inl ,\Yt,]rnn' \"itll d!'l'd flt!1l1 t,lle Isr ::\Ial', lD;3G: Drs. 

~ .. . 
,Joseph Zammit Lupi:.lntl Emallll(1j Licari \I'itll l'J'f('C'i from the 2nc1 ,Tune, H15G and 
18th June, 195G, re,.;pectiyel~'. 

Dr. Jo;.:epll L. {heell, :\f.n., :1j:1'(l;l'tt'd .11l11io;' 1':lih1dogi"t witli ("ffed f!'Om tJw 
8ih .Jr!Jle, 195G, 

])1'. Jo,;eph ::\li1':,'nc1, ,::\I.1)" appuilHl'(l JUllior Bal'iel'iologist with effect from the 
lOth .July, 195G. 

}hl:'. O]iwl' .\zzopal'lli, ?lI.D, , B.Sc .. D.H.C'.O.G., Hel1(' Eminyan, M.D., 
D.H.C.O.G.(Lond,) and .\ni-onTaiwl1l', :\!.J)., appointC'(l:'1Idintl Of11('e1'<'; in the <·\nt,e­
~atal f'e]\';ce \\'ith effect from the' 21111 ,Tllh, 1!)5(). 

\)]'. EI1win Aquilina, :l\I.D" :lppo:llterl ,:\fpclic'al ()1'Ii(,l'1' in th' l'Jational Tn"Ul'Illlee 
l>iyi"ioll of ;lie Dq,;1l'tmellt of Emii,gratinll, La,holt.]' f)Jl(1 Soc·ial "Vel!'a!'e '\vitlt f,:fect from 
the al(IAl1g11st, lD5G. 

::\lr. Cha~le'~ Bolla, B.l'lt., lLC1J.l) .. ilfIll) Scllool DelHal Slllge'll1 \yitll e.fred 
f],Clll the 2] st li'ebl'uan, HJ5G, 

l)~,.;. George 13oj'g~ '::\1.D .. '.',far:·() Sant ('a<;"::1, ~r.1) .. Anton J. C],(,lllCll1:1, B.Se .. 
:\f.D. and ::\Ianrice Cnt, ::\LD., appointerl School :\Iec1i('al OfficE']'''; with e·ffed fr(\m the 
20th Sq:iember, lD5G. 

Dr. (jiu::;epre Schel1lbr:, :\l,l l ., ap[I<:i111ul H",idc'ni:\Ieclical Oil1cC'1' 3t St. Yin'ent 
ele Pa,ul Hospital with effect from tlll' 8th "\lltrl1st, H)5G. 

Dr. Al.:!'l'~,tl ::\I. La'fl'!'la, ::\I.Tl., (ld(l Healtll Of/ie,col' \yith effed hOIn tile 
i'ith Xovemlhel', Hl56. 
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TRAl~I);G {>IT PEH.sO~XEI-, 

::\11". COS1110S J). S<:ilbe1'l'a8, Sanitary Inspedor, was u\Y[u'dec1 a Seholn l'ship by the 
.N at-ional A<5sol'ia bon ro·], thc Prevcntion of Tuibereulo,.,is. 

Dr. John Crelllona,.:'ITedll'al Oflicer at St. Luke's H(),;pital, \\'a-; awarcll"(l a'Se!lOlul'­
ship, under the Colonial ])eyelOpnwllt ITllUd, in the st'wl." of Radiulogical Diagnosi,;. 

;.:'II1'. Ant.llony :\pap \vas a\';.arded a SellOlur,;hip, under the CDlollinl Development 
I:;'unc1, in the ,.;tudy of Hacliography .. 

J'\fr. John Bllgeja \yas ,:;ent to the Uniteil I\ill~'do11l fill" a C'Olll'''C .on Hadiography 
unc1er the Colonial JJt'wlopment Fund. 

1\Ir. JoserhSpite]'i, Sanitar." Inspector, ,vas a,w<ll'tlptl a C.D.F. Sl'lloLnl'ship at the 
.National College of :Food Technieology in London. 

Dr. Anton Agin,; Ferrante returnerl to :-Ialta [rom th(' Unite(l Kingdom aftt'r 
attendin.g a cC)lIl'se 0.£ training ill Dennatol<'gy. :Hc a1,,0 yisited a numher of ho;::pitals 
and clinict:; on the Continent. 

J~1~G IIST,k\:TTON 

Act No. XXI of 1H56 arnenc1i]]l~' the Fuou, Drug,,, awl Drinking yYater Ol'dincmcc, 
enalhliug ihe GOY('l'llu]' to ll1nke 1'l'g111atiOl1;; rE'''ped,illg thc prt'para.tion, packing, keep­
ing an(l sale o'f food. 

J\IJISCELh-\NO'CiS 

Council of Bealtl/. No meeting" \';ere held tlming thc ycar. 

JJ ediclll ]30(11"(7. There' were] 3 orc1il1ar~' <lnc1 olle ext.raonlinary sitting during the 
year. 

The following lllalll items \\"pre successfully C'onclmlec1 by the Board :-

1. Hecognition by the Dental Boar·a ofVietoria, ;\ustral.i.a, ()If Dental Degrees 
grantcd by the Ro~'~ll Un;yer;::;ty of :vIaIta, altllcmgh nnotiriciall." this procedur.e haa 
been adopted eYer since these deg.reeB had becn reco.gnised for re'gistration by the 
Dental 130ard in the lJllited Eingdolll. 

:2. :\melldments to t,hc l'E'qnil'<'l1Ients for P<'1'11118;::;on to land human remalllS III 

J\f,alta. 

3. Heeognition of the 1\1.:13. anc1 13.;S. DegreE'S of the Uniyersities of Karachi, 
Dacca. [lnd Sind (in the c[lse of tlle last-mentioned UniYer"ity only whcn grantec1 on 
or beforc June, IH51); this \\'aR part of the reciprocity enjoyel1 with t.he ,1\Iec1ical Council 
ofPali:i6tall. 

A Snb-Committce \\'as appointecl to stn.a." thE' llropos.nls in connection with the 
('-onstruction and rendcring of exposed <silligle part)' \\'a]]s. 

The BO[lrd considered and reeommended the following applications to pradise their 
l'elatiYe pnJ0'es::;ions : Dccto·rs 13: Dpntist.s 2, '_'\putltecarit',.: 2.1, ':'vIidwife 1, .State Register 
ed ~ur~es 18, and ~\s<staT1t ,-\potheearics 4. One ~1pplication to .practise as Apothecary 
was l'e:fuser1. 

8eyel1 :l>s"essment" of doctors' and mic1wiyes' fees, two reqnests for special consl­
c1eration.s JW the ('11 am bel' of Pha·rmaei-:::ts as well as SeYCll teen other miS!cellaneou" 
requests we;'e dealt \Y1tll b." the Board. 

Twenty-two appeals l'f'.g<l!·ding 6tatntary notice" for the c'onstmetiol1 aUll/or struc­
tural alterations to ex:."till~builc1ing,~ wen' ('ol1sidered b.\' the Boan1, Firfteen appli­
eations WNe appl'OYC'c1 with ,.:ome mnc1irfieatiollsimpo,;er1 h;' the Board, f(ll:r were gTantt,d 
and three \\'en:' c1ismi""ed. 
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c1/pdi('(I/ Kl'I1l11iIlUti(]IIS. .\ tutal (lr J ,.50\) (jilw:'nmt'llt ()fJieials \n'rt' ex.amille([ by 
tlle -:'\fdic:al Ollil'ere; oj' Health nrior to their anpointment. TIley aJ,so examined ;):) 
G()n~]']llll(,llt ()f'fic'ials who had exce("rle·d their st<lt11tory period (i sick leaye OJ' were 
reported unfit 1'01' fnrther ser\'iee 'h." the:r Head of J )epaJ'tDlellt .a·s well a", utlier Go­
vernmellt employee" "'lio \vere reta;lled ill Goverllment s("l'\'iee a.!'ter attainillg the 
retirjng a~(:' 1 im it. 

P/wI'/J/(/cies. Till' :\le(1ical 01'lil'er..; of Health inspected 11\l di";l)ellsar:e,~ durin!.!' 
t.he year. Tlw,;e in"pt'C't;()])S ,,:e1'e ('alTiC'cl 011t according to Sedion 3G of the:\Iedical 
and I,indrC',1 1'1'Oft'''siOlh OJ'(linanC'(' in 0]'(1er to ascertain 1"11<11 all private d:srwnsa.ries 
complied \\'itJI 1he l}r()vi~;(n:-, or tile law. All plwl'ln<lcies eomplied with the ptm-i(-:io]]s 
of the law antI llO inJ'r;ngC'll)('llls !'C'latin' to the dangerolls drll.gs regtdations were 
l]etecterl. 

raccillatiuII. III tt'J'JIl" of llie Prevelltion of J>isea>'l:' O]'(linance all parents are 
obliged to haye their babic,..; vacciJlate(] against small-pox. S1l(,h \'aceinatiolls must 
he carried cyut after the haby attains the age of two month". Althcll1'gll Ytl('cina:t,ion 
lllay he "ani('(l out by all me<lil:al praclil'iont'l's, the de!)art.lllt'nt holds two ~'e.arl~T 
':e,,,i'llls of plI:hlic g'1'ntu:tou,: nceinatiollc;. The YHl'l'ine l."mph is alway..; pl'o\'icled free 
oj' ebarlte' by tll:" \)cpartllH'nt alld :" <\yailable to all medic'al practitioners. 

The nl1l11iler of haliie,.; \'aC'eillate<1 during the ,\l'ltr totalJe(15J):jl. 

Uistrict .l/eilic([! /-il'l'ri('('. The ,..;taff or the Di"tJ'id }ferlic'al ,~el'viet' is 11l<l(le up 01' 
-1:2 Illt'rlieal jlJ'Hl·tir;(l]lt'I'''; \rho atten<1 (]ail,\' at the Gowrlllnent J);"trict Di"pell>'arjes -and 
abo pay dOlllieiliary v;sit,.; 1'1 PC' oJ l'Ilal'ge to llec'es,.;itol1;'; perBons. The nultlJber of 
,ltttenclalll'e" eli the ])i"triet, ])j,:pensarie".; t.otallpd 10:2 ,74;), anc] dum ieilirnr." "isit;:.: tota l­
Ied IH ,,!fir-; d1!l'ing the ',llllt' pe~·iOl1. 

,<"'/. ],I(/'-e',I' Tl'I1illiJl(/ SClIOO/ fur ,YIi rsl'S. ~(j t'lltJ'allce Exa]))ination;; to thE 8dlOOl 
\\ert' lleld dl1l'ing' tlit' year, hcc(lu:-,e (I'r lack or calldi(late,~. Howen'J' tht, qllt'::;tion of 
inCl'ea::iimr the eat'll alhwume toStwlent Nll~,"es \\~as being actively ('o1}siderd in t,he 
IlDpe that: thi" \\'(l11hl attract suita1hlp e<ll1(1i,]a1.(\-:. 

Two Preliminary all(] hnl Final Examinations fo!' tlw Certifieate· of Trained 
NW"e "ven' held. Tell out OIl' fowteen stndent" were "llce(',~"flll ill the :Jlrelill1illlll'V 
EXf lllinntiol1::i, wldst nye Ol1t or eleven "t1ldents pa,"'ec1 thei!' Finals and were (1\yal'Cle~1 
Sta It' He,gistratioll Cel'tifiC'ate". 

,1Jcdicu/ Stores: The total \'alll(' or ~Ier1ic,al Sl1pplies i"""ut'd (lllring the Financial 
Ye,H InMi-;57 is detailed hereunder: 

Drugs 
I I 

Equipment Total D~'i"g. i 
------ ------

Hospitals, District Dispen-
I saries and other Branches 

of the MedicaLand Health I 

Depa.rtment including ap-

I proved ~prescriptions 
£5(),156 10 2 £8,759 6 £24.'360 9 1 £89,226 0 \l Malta 

(,ozo 2,580 19 3 420 5 5 889 19 8 3,791 4 4 

Other Goven:ment Depa.rt- i 
ments ... 417 1 7 392 17 8 187 6 . .( gm 5 7 

Sa.les from Medical Stores. 
St. Lukes and Central 
Hospitah. 808 1~3 $) 808 18 9 

----
£6D,nlB -1 9 £f'l,572 4 7 £25.377 15 1 £\)4,8(13 4 <> 

'- -----.. ~~~--
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J/ edic((l Relief. 'I'll(' l\ aiional :\~'"'i;-;talll:e ,\n, 1\);3(;, I\'II icii e,-;tabli"he" the 
henefit,.:, the grant;; ()f "ocial a~,-;·i"tanee alld nwdical a""i"tilllce, and the eia"" O'f bene­
ficarie,.: \yas introduee(1 dUl'illg the year. The promnlgatiml or thi" "\ct bl'llll,ght to a 
stand;.;till certain actiyities of the ])epartlllent c()lllJected with the ca.,.;ewol'k and ac­
counting err fund" fo]' the grant or finHncial aid to Lepl':)",\' ant1 Tllherclllnsi" patients, 
milk grnnts to new-bol'l1 ha,bie" of pauper fallliliet' anc[ fiwlIH'ial relief durillg "ielme.'-;' 

TIH:',e activities han~ been taken (lyer by tIle ])epal'tllH'nt of Emigration, Lahollr 
and Social ,'Yel,fare whieh i,; '\'Oliking in d(N" c:)-opel'ati()]] I"ilh thi,-; Depa:'llnent in 
at'"e~"illg the menllS t·o payor otlterwi,c.:e of pl"r"olls seeking ho"pitalizatioll ilnd the free 
grant of medical aid,;. llnt1er the conc1.itioll'; ;-;tipulated hy lhe ,\ct. 

Greater 1I"e ha,; heen madt' of tht' urrangenH'llt ma(l£' with the -:\Iilli,,!'l',\' of Health 
ill London for remitting to hoC'pital.-:; in Englanel. patient.; ;.;nHel'ing fl'Olll certain 
c1i,.;etlse's {Ol' which llO treatllient i" :\\'ailahl t • ;ll :-falta. ;\ total eJ ~);) C<1,;es, the hi'cdlt,,;! 
llLllllher ,,0 far. \\'('1'0' .;e11t to the ll<'<"pital" "hOl'l1 il(-'I'(A lllll1pl': 

]})!5.j. 1$)!5!5 l})!5G 

:30 J5 65 

11 \) :i 

~atiollal Hospital for Nt'r\'olls Di"t':\se" 11 1;3 

Cila"go\\' ])e11tal Hc'"'pital ane1 School 1 

1 1 

Hoyal National ()I thopaeclic Hospital 1 

Hospital rot' Sick Children 1 1 -I 

1 

The :\tkins,m :-[ol'le~' Ho,.;pital 1 

St. ThollHl';' Hos.pital 1 -I 

1 

I\ing's College Ho-spital 

-:\[ OUllt Yel'llOI1 Hospi tal 1 

('he I.,.; t' a Hoc;pi tal 1'01' ,Yolllell 1 

1 

81. -:\fark Hospital 1 

Total 



120 

Total Gust of the Medical al/rl nl'lIlih DC[){lrLlllcJlt 

The expellclil11!P c1lll'ing the f\lllaneial ~'eal' 1\1;5G-;3'1 stl'uctuntl repair'" not included 
- was as "tate(l hel'eun(lel'. The expemlitnn> for }\);'),5-;')(j is giYen fot' comparis-iol1, 

(ieneral E;qwll~e" allll Gl'lwral .\dlllini"trat.ioll 

Hl'(\ lth Hraneh a nel LalJoJ'a tory 

:\nh"-~atal Seryice (a) 

Cllild Health Sen'ice 

Cemete,ries 

School l\1 ec1ical Seryice 

Hospitals 

St. IJnh'" Hoqpital Training Sehoo] (lb) 

l)istriet }f eel ieal Seryi-c:e 

~,'rallt to tIll' :Malta ,Memorial Distriet Nursing :\",,0-
eiation 

Grant to the Ladie", Hospitals Yi6iting Cummittl'e '" 

Grant to the }Iothe]'s and Infant,s Health Assoeiation 

!'II a intenance of seyen bells in the ::\Jalta \\' a l' }I e-
moria] Hospital fot' children 

Grant to the SL John Am~mlm1('e A,ssociatiun (}Jaltl1 
Centre) 

Helief to families of inmates of St. Bartholomew 
H06pital, ::\1 alta , and Sacred Heart HO'spital, 
80zo (c) 

Outdoor }Tel1ieal Relief, induc1ing milk s'l~hsidies and 
milh'i'iJery assistanee (c) 

Helief to T .13. caselS anc1/ or to their families (c) '" 

::-Iaintenal1ce and treatment of patients in ho,.:,pitalq 
albroad 

Tl'eatrnent of '}'.13. patients abroad 

Tksic1enee allowances ancl fees to !\Iiclwives attencling 
pa,upers (el) 

Maintenance of 50 C'hilc1l'en at the Creche, Ursnline 
SilSters (d) 

19G5-56 

£ 

:21,89G 

;5l,l);)G 

11,O0:5 

'1,671 

:3AO·l 

925,072 

12;10'1 

2:'),G71 

2,000 

2;')0 

,1;'50 

G30 

122 

3,790' 

2D,240 

;'3G,8~J7 

21,377 

16,097 

Expenl'e-s in eonllectiol1 with the buri'al of paupers '" 060 

81'ant to the Dureau of Hygiene ancl'Tropical ]\Iedicine 25 

Public ('leasing Seryiee '" 25:2,55:,) 

1,425 ,212 

(a) New ~pniep. 
(b) Formerly showlJ 1ll11\Pr School for Nurse~. 

1956-57 

£ 

:21,Mi:2 

!52,;):3·1: 

1,741 

12 ,6;)2 

'lAm 

8,OJ6 

D6D,633 

JA,305 

25.2'10 

2,000 

2;)0 

·150 

630 

122 

17,760 

29,58\) 

1,\)25 

1,28D 

50 

260,2\)8 

1,-131,551 

(e) N(HI' paid by the Department of Emigration, Labour and Social "\YC'lfnrc Ollt of the 
proyision for bC'npfits under the N atiollal Assistance Act. 

(tI) Formerly shown llllllpl" Outdoor MNlieal Heliei'. etC'. 
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'1'otal ReN'IlilC collected /)!f the Medical awl Hcalth Department 

II. 2. Quarantine Dues 

IlJ. 17. ::\Iiscellaneous Fines 

\'11. A. Fee6 of Oillce 

lG. Permits, certificates, etc. 

17. Hadiography Feet:; 

IS. Pathological exam illations 

19. Stamping Sa usages l?ees 

3l.::\1 iscellaneous 

B. HeimllUrsement6:-

fi:3. Hefund of Expenses for \\'ateLting' 
corpses at the .:\.(1c101a rn t.". Cemetery 

G~L Sale of Produce of Lands 

G:5. Sale of Offal, oW stores, etc. 

(iG. HeIunel nf Amhulance and ,f,uneral ex­
pensei> 

(57. Sale of ::\ledicinet:; 

GS. Colleetions fromPnhlie Conveniences ... 

G9. Hospital Fees 

101. ~Iiscellaneons 

XIV. 1. \Vielows and Orpha.ns Fund Gontl'i,hutitln;.; 

XVII. 1. Sale of House Hdl1se 

() ::\[iscellaneolls 

3. \iVeigh'bl'iclge Fees 

X\'TlT. 1. Sale of Crmvn Lands 

reotal 

Aetnal R,erelllle 

1955-56 

£ 

14 

231 

J03 

G 

1,355 

226 

1G2 

:5 ,0:20 

S3 

893 

1,OGG 

10,823 

1,076 

2,738 

] 58 

851 

728 

£28,9()1 

1956-57 

£ 

273 

627 

10 

],421 

9-1 

148 

399 

5,210 

12·1 

1,H2 

927 

13,018 

1,23c! 

3,065 

3,519 

659 

956 

£82,829 
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ApPENDIX RA. 

Table showing diseases causing death, by month, in accordance with the In~mational 
List of Oauses of Death. 

1:23 

Cau ••• vI Death _I::. F'~I M",=:' .0, ""I'"" I~" "F' O"IN::I~ T ... , 

I I 1. lnferlive alii P"rasitil' Disease.:, 

1. TuberculoRis of I he re~Firat()ry SystOlh 
3. Tuberculosis of int~stinf's, perilollBlllJl anJ 

ghnds .. , 
4. l'uberculoois of bOIll's and joints 
6. Congenital ,yphilis 
8. Tabe~ D<'l'Halis 
9. General para1.l'si" of In~ane 

10. All other sJphili" 
16. Brucellvsi" (lllldulant fever) 
16a. Bacillary dysentery 
lob. Amrebiasis '" ,. 
16c. Other unspeeitied forms of dy5'~nter.l' 
17. Scarlet fever 

", 

me.enteric 
2 ·1 

19 Erysipda, 
20. Septicrelll!" alld p.l'uerr.ia 
In. Diphtheria 

I" .1 , 
1 I 

23. Meningococcal i;1fectioJl§ 
26. Lepro"" 
26. Tetanus 
34.. Infectiou8 hep",titi. 
36. Flea-borne enJemic: tYJlhu~ (:\lurine). 
431. Leishmani,u;is 

II. N~oplasms. 

4'. Malignant neoplaslll of buccal cRvity and pharynr 
46. Malignant neoplasm of resophn.glls 2 
46. Malig'nant npoplasUl ot stomach n 
4.7. Malignant neoplasm of illtestinps, except r.:ctt;m 1 
4.!!, Maligna.nt lleop!asm of rectum 
.Jo9. Malignant neoplasm of larynx 
1i0. Malignant neoplasm of tnlChea, and of bl'OIlc:hus and 

lung not specified as secondary 7 
51. Malignant neoplasm of breast 2 
52. M align an t neoplasm of t'ervix uteri 
03. Malignant neoplasm of other Bnd unspecified parts of 

uterus ... 5 
54. Malignant neol'ln.sm of prostate 1 
65. Malignant neopla"Pl of skin ". 
66. Malignant llcoplasm of bone and co~necti\"e tissue 
57. Malignant neoplasm of all other and tlllspecified sites 8 
58. Leukremia alld alcuhemia '" 
59. Lymphosarcooa and oiher neoplasnm of lymphatic , 

and haematopoietic syst!'m... 2 
60. Benign neoplasms and neoplasms of' unspecified 

n~ure 2 

III. &. IV. A llel'g if', Endo~rine System, :Metabolic 
and Nutritional Diseases alld D;sease,~ 
o.f the Blood 4' BZoorl-forming Organs. 

61. ~ Jntoxic goiter I 

1 

1 
4 
2 

:3 
4 

4 

1 

lO 

2 

1 

601 Thyrotoxicosis with or without goiter 
63. D'iabetes mellitus " ", 
65a. Pernicious an,! other hyperchromic anlBmias 
65co Other spccitietl anJ unspecified allllemias .. , 
66 ... Asthma 

"Ii ! 10 
1 

660. All other allergic disorders, endocrine, metaboli,· and 
a.nd blood diseases 

V. Mental, PSY"nl)neurotic and Per.<onaUt.1J Disorde,·s. 

67. Psychosis '" 
68. Psychoneurosis and disorders of personality 

VI. Diseases of the Nerl'ous System and Sense Or.rlans. 

1 
3 6 

1 

1 

2 
3 
2 
2 

5 
4 

1 

5 

1 

2 

3 

7 

1 

1 

1 
1 
5 
,1, 

4 
1 

1 

1 
8 

1 

7 

2 

70. Vasculal' lesions affecting centralllervous system 
71. Non-weningococea! meningitis 
73. Epilepsy '" ". 
77b. Otitis media Hlld mastoiditi" ". 

35 49 4:3 B3 
l 
1 1 

2 

1 

1 
1 
:3 
:3 
1 
2 

2 
2 

4 

o 
1 

21 . 4 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 I 

1 

1 
4-
,1 
1 

I ", 
I 

I 

1 
3 
6 

1 
12 

1 
2 " , 

1 

2 
'b 2 

1 I ," 

fj 6 
2 

2 1 

:~ 

1 
1 

5 

1 

1 
1 

2 

7 
1 

1 

8 

1 
2 

1 

: 2 
2 

:n 22 
1 

27 
2 

25 

1 1 

2 
1 

1 
4, 
1 
2 
1 

3 
2 

2 

1 
4. 

2 
1 

1 

23 

1 

4 

1 

1 
3 
2 

1 

5 
1 

13 

2 

1 

1 

23 

2 

1 
1 
2 

1 

2 
6 
i) 

1 

2 
1 

7 
1 

1 

9 

2 

iiI 

:3 

1 

2 

1 
3 
3 
1 

3 
2 
1 

6 
1 

7 
2 

3 

1 
6 

1 

33 

34 

:t 
1 
1 
1 
1 
:3 
2 

~ 

2 
7 
1 
8 
6 
3 
1 
1 

5 
18 
68 
ll6 

9 
7 

36 
27 

3 

26 
2 
2 
II 

89 
9 

18 

3 

2 
1 

78 
1 
5 

26 

9 

4 
2 

375 
4. 
7 

1 1 
78b. All other diseases of the nerYou~ 'Jstem and sense 

orga.ns 
I 

1 1 .. , .... " ... _21_2 _1 ~ 2... 9 

Carried fOrlnrd 88 107 87 81 78 64 64 I 75 G6 65 80 84 9~9 
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ApPENDIX HA - CContinuecl). 
Table showing diseases ca.using deat.h, by month, in accordance with the Internatlon.a.l 

List of Oauses of Death. 

79. 
80. 
81. 
8:2. 
83. 
8·1. 
85. 
85. 

87. 
88. 
89. 
(l0. 
9l. 
92. 
93. 
94. 
95 
97b. 

99. 
100. 
lOl. 
1O~. 
lOB. 
l~j4a. 

1041;. 
lL}j,p. 

105. 
106. 
107. 

lOll. 
109. 
no. 
111. 
ll~. 
114c. 

VII. 

Rheullmti(' f"'!,,r 
Chronic rheulllatic he'Ll't disease 
ArterioseleJ"oric ,md d,'generati,'" lWl'.rt distlflS" 
Oth",' ,!i" .. a:<,,, "j" h .. art 
Hypd'ensioll \\"il It l'(,<lIt disease 
Hypl'J"I"Il,joll without Itll'll!ioll of 1 earl,. 
Oitlen:--e:, ot' a,rt"r;('~ 
Otber di:-.e~l"'t's id' cirenlalory sys1PIll 

Acute nppl·J" respiratory illl'ect.ion~ 
Influellza 
Lobar jll1Pulllor,ia 
Bl'onc!H)~pntHlt;l{)'lia ". 
Primary at,ipicul, other ,tIld lluspceiii,)(l p"cuIl1()uia 
Acute urouchi!.i, ... 
Bronchili", chronic aud unqualified 
Hypertmphy of tOll,il" and adenoid~ 
Elnpyelllll and alt,,,e" of lung 
All othpr respiratory diseases 

IX. DiseaSl's "f'tlt", Dipl'sti!'e 81/s[em. 

UI"er of stomach 
UL:er of' dllotiennlll 
Ga.gtl'll is and dllodl'"iti~ 
AppclI<iieitis 
Inle,rilltd "bstrllelioll alld h"l'lIi" 
Gastlo-l'ntl'l'itis and ,'oliti, bt'(weell 4. wL'eb 

ve.u& 
and Z 

Gastro-I'nterit I, and eolit is Hge~ 2 yeaI'; 
Chroni(, .. nteriti, and ltleerativl' ,,,litis 
C:rrh",js of I in'r 

!tud over 

Cholelithias;s aLd l'llOh'CYHli tis 
Ot her di'erweH of dig,'sl i~'" syst elll 

AClltl' lll'plt"it,is ... 
Chlonic. other and ullsp,·cifi,·cl ne))llrili~ 
Infections of kidney 
Calenli ',f ul'inar\' :,,,,.t,'lll ... 
H Yl'erplasi f \ () f j":;,,t:l!t' 
All other dis .. a'8H of the !.(clIito-urillRr}, 8'ystem 

XL Deli·uI·ie.s <11HZ O"mplir(ltion., (!f P1'f:7 1111 11 ".1/, 

UhiZdbil'tlt and the J'Uf"'P'l'ik'11I 

lUI. 
117. 
120a. 

Toxae "i3." of I're"I"'II(:,v 'WI! thl' jlllPI'I'"riulll 
Hremorrhage "f jIl'I'gll:tncy and childbirth 
Other ('oll'pliellt ipn.q of !'I'l'gnaney, childbirth 

tIl(' l'ncrperi lIl1l 

XII. ]);",(";,,,s ,d'tln Skill ,nul Oellula,. Ti.<tue 

121. Infect.ion" ot ,kin and :'ll\J('ntalleons ti~slle 

a.nd 

.IIII. Diseaus of' tlw BOlles and Organ.; of _lluv#m~"t. 

12:2. 
126a. 
126b. 
l~tic. 

Arthrili, and ,pondyliti, .. 
Chroni,' l'lepr of ::)I,in (including' trpioa.l ulcer) 
All otller dj~ca~e$ 01' ~kill 
All other disl'''"l'5 of 11l'b,'U],,-,kL,letal "y.teUl 

Carried forward 

1_'J_a'_I' I~"~ ~l hAprii ,::,\.Jun~ JlIly 

I "1'<>7 87, Rl 7R I '" U,l 

1;] 
8 
2 
5 
1 

1 
:3 

3 

7 

1 
:.J 

I 
1 
:2 

82 
18 

7 

Ii 
1 

1 
~ 
5 

6 
3 

5 

2 

1 
:.! 

1 

77 
15 
14 

;3 
~ 

1 
:2 
5 

3 
,[ 

1 
9 

2 
4 

1 
If) 

1 

I 
1 

1 

:3 
64 
13 
ll) 

:! 
:J 
1. 

:3 
1 

5 

1 
1 

4 
1 

1 

,0 

i 

5 
2 

2 
3 

1 

1 
,j, 

1 
S 

2 

1 
1 

7 
8 
1 
4. 

:2 

1 
1 

4 

1 

50 
1,1. 

tj 

1 
5 
1 

4. 
'i 

1 
7 

3 

.J. 

i ... 

3 I 6 
1-
1 

2 

I .' 
Aug. Sept. I Oct. :-; 0\,·1 Dec. 

--1--
1

-

75 ," I" R<, HJ 

5;':> 
15 

6 

1 
2 

1 

R 
1 

1 
38 

Ii 
-1 
2 
4. 
3 

2 

I I 

1 
2 

i 

1 

1 
3 

4, 

3 

3 

1 

5 
1 
1 
5 

1 
3 
6 

2 
56 
1:, 
ti 
a 
2 

5 

1 
5 

2 

1 
3 
1 
2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Tota! 

a 
12 

6711 
158 

88 
~() 

4:l 
18 

2 
17 
:38 

59 
9 
5 

28 

10 

1 
1 

1 

I ... 2 1 I I ... I 1 ,~ 
1 ... i I ." I ' ...... I .. .. 
I ............... 11·.. ... 1 I .. I 1 .. "'1'" ... .. .. , ... 1 

121'2;263 251 1m 18211461200119115l 177 191 2[.1 ::l,397 

----------------------------------------~--------



127. 
128. 
1:2\1, 

ISO. 
l:n. 
lR2(1. 
1;;~('. 

13:3. 
1:3'J. 
lil;'. 

ApPR.'WIX TIA - (Continued). 

Table showing diseases causing death, by month, in acoordance with the Ini;emational 
List of Causes of Death. 

I 
I 'I 

I Jan, rob, I Mch, Apt'il M.y I JUIl_1 July ---------'---------1--1-- 1
-- ----I-i-

brought forward 1:21:! 121 ;:1 [2;'il 211 lS2 il,I" '2111) 

Spina l,ificl:\ and llIcnin;":Gcele 
Congenital Illnlflll'lna] ion of eil('niatory 'J'(t'lll 

All other cong,'niUli lll:tlf", nntt ions 

Birth injuries 
POHtnatal a'pityxia un'] "le\"ct<\,;i, 
Diarrlio,a of n,·\\'\'ol'l1 (ll1l1ler <1. week;;) 

Otil,'r inlection" of n('whom 
Ba'lIlo\y1i" Oi'C:1'<' of llP'I'hom '" 
Ali "th~r defined di",,,,,·,; "f early ini'a!ll'Y 
lll-dlli",'d dis""H'" pe(,nliar to party infan(,y. 

int",atnrit}' ull'lnalilieti 

5 

:2 ,1. 

7 H 
I 
1 

:2 

and 
;j b 

I I 

5 
5 

8 

-1 
J 

:1 
,~ 

Ii 

I 
2 

Ii 
10 

i) 

I 

:1 
1 , 
1 I 

:2 
S 
·L I 

." , 

7 

:1 

3 

..J. 

.l 
2 
1 

5 

:1 :2 :2 
4 :2 .j, 

:2 1 

:2 

i) \l 7 4 

13o. i-icnilily withollt llll'!:1 iOIl "f I ,ycito,is 7 :W 121 

V18, 
13\l. 
Uti. 
Ill. 
Hi. 
1\::i. 

l,l5. 
Wl. 
14,,((. 
1471;. 
148. 
110 

XVII. Arrulcl/!.<. f'uj'ollirlg and Fiv['"N. 

Motor VClllCJ" accid<,t,t. 
Other tra n'l'ort ,,,·.,itil'lli8 
Aeeiri"llbd pOi~'J1lillg 
Accidental l'alIR .. 
Al'cident callsed by m(vhincl'\' 
Accid,,/'t cl'.n't,d b~' fire and l:~plll<](>l1 of ""m'lI\"tihlc 

mall'rial 
Aceidt'nt c:w'>,d ]), firearm ... 
Accidell ta I d i'OWli i ;li.! and ,n bmrl'"ioll , .. 
FOl'E'i~~I1 hody tlJlt(,l:ill~ e,\ l' <Ind aUIll':'t:l " 

Fore·illon hIlly t'l)h'l'in'l' oth!,!" I-rifie!::' 
All o~h('r ac'eidental (~lllS"S ... 
llotlti"id" and inj:tl'Y pllrpo'l'\Y inl1ided by otlwr 

prr"",s (ntlt in \\'ar) 

;3 

.. I 
I 

1 :1 
~ 

~ :l 

i 
I 
I 

:2 

i ... i 
Ii 2 I 

2 I 

1 Ii" 
:! :~;j I I I 2 2 ~ 

1 I 

;! 

3 

1 
:l 

3 

II 

15 

:2 
2 

3 

1% 

19 
28 
23 

37 
61 
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Attard 
"0 1 ...... :.:J.zal, 

LOCALITY 

Birkirkara 
Birzebhuga 
Cospicua 
Dl11g1i '" 
Floriana 
Gharghur 
Ghaxaq 
Gu(lja 
Giir2 
Halllrun 
Kalkar;l. .. 
Kirkop 
Lija 
Luqa 
iII:llsa 
MarSilskala 
Marsa.\i"kk 
Mdi'la 
Mellieha 
Mg'arr and Zebbietl 
Mosta 
MqabiJa 
l\Isi,la 
Naxxar 
Pawl" 
Pieta 
Qormi 
Qrencli 
Rabat 
Sali 
St. ]uli.ll1'S 
St. Paul's Bay 
Sta. V(,I111era' 
Senglca ... 
Si.ggielVi 
Slicllla ... 
Tarxicn . 
Valletta ... 
Vittoriosa 
Zabbar .. . 
i:ebbug .. . 
Zejtun .. . 
Zurrieq .. . 

Tot!tl l\lalta 

.. i 

•• , I 

... \ 

ApPBNDIX fiB. 

T&ble Ihowing mort&lity in quinquennial and decennial age groups by sex 

AGES 

~5 95 
& ulld('r 95 and OTer 

t] J. 5 I 10 I IS I 20 '\ 25 ! 35 i 45 55 65 I 75 
n c...:::f 5 .\ under 10 &; under 15 i A uncit"r 20 Ilt uuder 25 I &. tmdt'r 33 \ & undel" 15 : ;.\:. under 53 &. under 65 (\. undf'r i5 It\:: undtr &5 

----.---- ,-------1 ,------------
M 1 F I M I F I M i F l tv! I F \ 1\-1 F Ill! I F 1\-1 I F M F! M I F M: F : M F i\1 F 
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18 7 I 
4 
() 

4 I 4 
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2 2 
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2 

..J-
18 

.., 

.., 

4 

2 

7 
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5 2 

5 3 
6 ; 
2 I 

12 

.. 
II 

4 ' 
3 2 
1 

2 3 
(, 3 

12 5 
2 

12 10 

2 4 
IO 4 
10 3 
6 9 

13 7 

212 ;53 

2 •.. I 
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'1'1 4 2 27 1 3 2 
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3 
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4 

7 

3 

2 
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2 

18 
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13 

3, 7 
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3 
2 ~ 

12 ') 31 
226 

9 I 16 
2 2 
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3 
2 
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3 
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3 
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3 
16 

5 
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4 2 4 
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J; t 20 32 
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2 
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J 3 
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4 

2 
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3 
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3 
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3 
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TOTAL TOTAL1 

both I 
F : sexes I 1\1 
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15 
93 
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17 
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3 
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62 
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61 
15 
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3 
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76 109 
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·~pPRNmx HB.-{jont. 

Table showing mortality in quinquennial and decennial age groups by sex 

AGES 

LOCALITY Under 5 
-'15-- -I 20 25 i .<51 45- 1 S5 

8:. uLd ... r 10 J. Hilder 15! &, ullder 2() &. lIud'!!" ~5 . l\: uuder ;3,) ; ,t 1I11'[I'r 13, & tIlit1er .~h) I & under 65 

Comil1o ". 
Ghajn,iclem 
Gharh '., 
C;hHsri ... 
Kercem '" 
i\IHtsalforn 
Mgall 
Munxlr .. , 
Nadur 
Qala 
San I.aw,enz 
Sannat 
Sa nta Lucia 
Victoria" 
Xaghra 
Xe"kij:1 
Xlcndi ... 
icbbug .. 

Tlltal (;ozo 

~l 

4 

.l 
4 

F 

~ I 

3 
7 

4 

:\1 

----1-

'9 74 3 

Total Bolh Islands".: 231 177 i 14 
I 

F 1\1 F ill F ;\1 I F :\1 F :\1 

2 

2 

1 i 3 7 
2 2 

2 6 

4 4 I 2 17 20 41 

6 6 ' 25 39 48 31 IT 3 89 )2117 ]218 374 1340 

75 I ;-;5 I 95 TOT\I ITOTAI 
& nnder 8, ! .. t under!}i): aud o\cr ) r ~ I " 

- ------- both 

1\1 I F 1 111 I F \1 1 F, 1\~,_1 ~ SeXeS 

:l I i 4 I 4 I..j 10 :l.j 
2 3 1 J, 9 14 
3 (; 6 

2 , 9 6 15 
. . . ! 

3 5 
16 17 33 

3 I i I ) <I II 25 

1 I' t I' 4·j 
2 7 3 10 

4 2 36 78 
13 22 35 

2 21 14 35 

: 7 12 

15 8 297 

'32!.) ,32 3 93 124 2 g 2918 
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CAUSES OF DEATII 

1. !tlft"i;" alld [',If'list'ti" DiuaH.\' 

I. TuLcrcu:o!oi, fir rcspir.t"ry 'YSIClll 

j. Tuberc lo:-;is (If intestine!', peIitoIIl'U01 and 
and lue·el;teric g'ands 

4, Tuocr lllo'i~ uf bones and Joinls .. 
6. Congenit31 syphili:i... . 
ii. '1 abes 1>01',,,11, 
9. Gener,,1 paraly.is "f insan,e 

10, All other syphilis 
15, Brucel:",;s (undula'd feVt'r) 
19 Ehypelas 
10. S('pticat'mia and py:1C'lllia 
21. Dil'h'hcrin 
23- ;\1enl gf)cncl.al infecti()ns 
:15. i eprc.;:.y 
l6 Teto"us 
34. 1 fecti"us hei,atitis 
361> Flea borne enc1emic l)'p11115 (;,!minel 
~31. i f::i~hmani. ~lb 

I!. S(opla SIJIS 

44. ~!,,Jigttnnt neopla,," uf buccal cayity ami 
pharynx " 

45. 11:ilignant n"'oplasnl of ue·ophngus 
~6. Malignant neoplasm of slOmach 
47. ~lnEgnant nC(,pll!Sill 01 IOtc,tines, except 

rectum 
48. Malignant nc('plmllll of rectum 
49 Malignant neoplasm of larynx 
50. ~..,.;t!;gD.1Ilt! eOl'la~nl oftL1Chta. and ofbrun· 

ch ... :s ill1(ll.:ng not specified as s.,:-conda')' 
51. \r~lil-!nant 11r'Opln";1l1 of !,r<:ast 
52, Malignnlll ne"plas,n (,j cc·rvix uteri 
53 :,:":i,,oant nc')plnSlll of unspecified parts of 

ut{' rns 
54. ilialignnnt neo"l:tslll of F!,<"tale 
55. :--!aligunnl neol,lann of skin 
56. f'.l:llignnnl neopla.slll or bone ,1n) connective 

tissue .,_ 
57. \lali:.,,:nnrlt llt'onln~1l1 (J fill (llher <llli 1I1l~ 

'pccil1ccl site; .. 
18. Leukaemia ".lei nleubemia ." 
59. Lymphosarcoma and other neoplasms oi 

lymphatic and haemntopoietic system 
60. Benil:o neoplasms and neoplasm' of un· 

specified nature 

.. 
II 

" .... 
"C "C 

" '" '" " 'k ('t U) M .. ... .. 
... 1 U t) ('j L.. 
~ > .... 0 v~ 

Deaths by 

"C '" 
c " .. '" ." -.r til V'\ 
... .. 
d M ~ I-< 

" t) 0 CJ 
;.-..'\j >.."'V 

APPENDIX HO. 
Cause according to Age 
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1 I 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 

IIT~-;nl(f',;;;~, E"docrllll 5", tlfll , .)flt,lboiie an,,' 
",'utritillnal JJiseaSls. & I V. J);staUJ of de 

Bl"od "".I Blood-fo'ming Ur.'!.,HS 
61. Non((,xic golt,r. 
62. Thyrotoxicosis with or without builer 
63 Ili"bcte, mellitus 
65". Pernicious 1nd other hyperchromic anaemias 
65c. Other specified and unspecified .naemias ... 
66a. ,\,thull! 
660. All (J!h, r allergic disorders, endocrine. 

met:'],olic anel blood disc .. ,es 

V. Jlmtai, 1'S)'cholltIJ,otic and 
l'trslJl/ality Disordlrs 

67. P,ycho,is 
68. hychuneurosis and disorder;; ot personality 

Y1. DIUllst! oj thl NlrZ}.11Is ,Systrflt Il"d 
Sen!! Ol:~r-attJ 

10. Va~cular lesions affecting central neryou;; 
sy"tem 

71. :1';on-meni"gococcal meningitis 
73. Epilepsy 
77b. Olits m~,lia and rna,toiditi" .. 
78b. All other eli,ett;;e" of the nOlV' us system an d 

sense org·ans ... 

'nL iJistaSIS 01 tht ("'·od"t.,y 5ystall 
79. Rheumatic fever 
80. Chronic rher.nwtie heart dis""se 
81. At teriosclerotic & degenerative heart diseose 
83. Other dise"ses of heart 
83· IIypenCllsioll with henrt elise:"e 
84. H ypertellsion without mention of heart 
85. Discaoes of nrte, ies 
86. Other disea,.;s of eirclllat.,ry system 

VIII. j)iUtl«s of Ih, R.spi""toIY Sys/lm 
liB. In ll11elwl . 
89. Lohr.r P CClllllOUla 
90. BroJ"'hopneIl1l101l:a 
92. Acu:: \.rollchitis 
93. Bronchitis. chronic ann unqualified 
95. ElH\,yellla "lid "hsc"c" of lung: 
97 b. All Other respir.tlory diseases 

99· 
102. 
103. 
104'" 

104b. 
I04 C• 

105· 
106. 
'7. 

I X lJistas(s 0/ tIlt D.,t;lStil'l Systlm 
Ulcer 01 stolllach 
:\. pCllclicilis 
rllt~'linal obstruction autl herni .. 
(;astro-enteritis and coli! is bet" ecU -4- week. 
and 2 years 
Gastro·enteritis & colitis, ages 2 yea" &oyer 
Chronic enteritis alld 'lleera iYe colitis ... 
Cirrhosis of liver 
Cho'elithiasis :lnd cholecystitis 
Other diseases of digestiye system 

ApPENDIX HO - (Continued). 

Deaths by Oause according to Age and Sex 
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CAU~ES OF DE.\TII 

X. DistllSCS oj (;It/itO' C,.i,,,,,.y S, St,," 
108. Acute nel'hritis 
109. Chronic, oth~r and unspecilied nephritis 
110. Infccti"m of kidney 
I II. Calculi of :lrinary ~ystclll 
J 12. Hyperplosia of pro~tale 
114c. All olhcrdi;eases of 'heg~uito utin",),s),ste,,, 

X 1. f)~< i; (1 its afTd Cum ;'>littlti(J" s ()f P~'t.~) !ttl n cy, 
ChildIJ;1,h ,wd th, Fllo P'1";U1/J 

116. To,"aemias uf pregnancy and childbirth 
117. lire ""rrha!;c of pregnancy nn" childl,irth .. 
120". Oli,e·· compliclltio", of I'reg lilley, chiid-

bir hand \b" pll rl'erium 

XII. DisCIlJts oj tilt Skin and (·tllf/!ar 7isSllt 
12L Infectiuns ~)f s~ill unu subcntaneou,,> tissue 

XII I. [,s,'asts of til( I, ,PitS and 
O'KtIIJS of 111{)1'tfJl(Jit 

12l Artbrili, and 'pond),;iti, 
J 261,. \11 other diseases of skiu 
I:.6c .. \11 other disea;,es uf Il1U,ct!lo-sl,eldal system 

X IV. ('oll.,'tJllt,,1 Jla£lormations 
127. Spino bifida and Inellil\~J.ocele 
[28. Congenital lllalfol"llintiono[ circlllalOry system 
11,. ,\11 other congenital malt«rmali.,ns 

X\' Cn tain D:Udsts of 10',,1"11' Jnj.l1Icy 
Birth i',juries 130. 

131. 

13 20 • 

PO;,lnatal aSI,byxia and 2telectasis 
['ianboea of llewiloll1 (·.ll'der 4 welks) 

132C. Uther illl, e,i, ns of newburn 
llaell'<Jlytic di.ellse of new\Jorn 133· 

134· 
135· 

All other defined disease, of early illfllncy 
lil-deliued ,It-enoes peculiar to early illilll1CY, 
and llllmaturit)" unqualified .. 

x\" 1. SYlllptOIll', Senility ,11Id 
JII·dl'jiJltd COlldithllS 

136. :. enilit)" with;l\lt mention oj p,ychosis 

XYII. ~lc(1d(/tls, l)(}iso/~ifL!s aJ}d J/~iO!tIU'( 

138. :VI0lor vehicle I.ccidenlb .. 
13'l. Oth~r transport .,ccic1ento 
140. ,\cddr ntal l'oi>oning 
1 <4-1. Acciciel'tal fa'is 
143- Accident caused by lile aud expl(lsiol1 01 

cOlllhuslible mr,terial 
146. Acciclontal drowning and submersion 
148. All (,ther <Icci<lentaJ cause, 
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ApPENDIX He - (Continued). 

Deaths by Cause according to Age and Sex 
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ApPENDIX MA. 
GENERAL HOSPITALS IN MA:LTA AND GOZO 

Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1956 

1 .. I Il~erualDlng 
In Hosp, , AdlniB- Tmnsi"crB Tolal I Ili, 

niH·a",· ! at. end I fl'olll oUter (·a~{~..., I I 'eat h, eharges SIOIll" 
HO'l'itah ll< [<ted I or 1955 

-- --.~- 1---

I-
I. [nfl!Cti7'~ and l'a1'asilic Diseilus, 

I 
i 

1. Tubel'uulo,is of th,' 1'"'pil'at()I'Y sysl"lll 5 ;~;l 1 :lU 
, 

li H) 
i, 'l'nhel'culusi, (,f the menin;.;'es [<"el eentl':'] 

nel'YOllS system ,1- -1 1'l 7 
3. 'l'ubel'clllosis of int,·"ti"," nnd peritoneum 

, 

and mcsentel'i,' glands ~ :! ;) 1 i 
.l.. Tn bcrcnlosi:=i of bOtte's ",nd jOi1)t5 Ij :i.l, 411 :it 
5. 'l'u'bel'clllosi" all other fOI'THS n H 12 11 
6. Congenital syphilis :! ~ 
7. gady syphilis :! ~ :! 
8. Tabes Por.ali,; ;3 :1 :l 
9. General pal'rtly:-.is of illS(ltll~ 

10. All other syphilis i 2 1 
11. GOllOCOCCld inf"dions :l 5 :3 ](j 1 () 

'12. Typhoid f"vel' :3 Iz~ 125 1 11S 
n P[<ratyphoitl leI',,], and ot her :-<,,1111011('1]:; 

infeetiollS 
U. Chol.>ra 
15. nrllcl·llo~j,; (1Il1dulalit f"v"r) 15 216 ~:Jl ~, 211 
l6a. Rlciil,,!',)' dyscn'l'!'}' \ .. !! !l 7 
16b. AmuelHtsis I:! 12 12 
11k (!ther lll\speeifil'd forllls of dy"cn!t'I'Y 
17. Scarlet fl":v~'l' 
18. St l'ertol~oe('al :-\(Jl'B throat 1 1 1 
19. E"pipelns ... ,L ,t :! 
20. Sept ]Caem in and pyaemia 2 z :; 
21. I )iphtheria I 
22. Whooping cOll!;h ... 

23. Mening'oeoc,ml infectiolls 
24, Plagllc 
25. Lepl·'''.\' 70 IH H:l 5 37 
26. Tet"'''I'; J5 15 2 12 
27. Anthrax 
28a. Acute poliom,vl'litis ·1 27 :n 18 
28b. Polioencephalitis , 2 u 

'" ::!D. Acute illfeet.iou~ encephalitis 
30. Late effects of aCllte 1,oliolllyel it i" and 

vl' acute infectious cncephalil i,; 14 15 13 
31. Smallpox 
32. Measles 
33. Yellow fe\'(']' 
34. I nfcdi()ns !tepal it i~ 15 15 j·l, 
3' 0. J{n bies 
36n .. Louse-hom\' <'pillelll;(, lyphn,; 1 1 
36b Flea-bol'1lP "nd('111ie tvphus 
36c. 'l'ick·bol'llc epiLlclnic t.rphu,; 
36d. Mite-borne typhu" 
:~6e. Other and unspecii'ied (yphu~ 
37a. Vivax JUalaria (b,·nign lerti,w) 
37b. l\Ialar;ne Ill(\lar;a (quartan) 
Sic. Valcipa]'ull1 IlHl.Jd'ia (lllalig'nHnt (el'[ ian) 
37d. B1a,\kwa[~r lel'rl' 
37e. Other lInd tllI'}>1 eified r',I'IIl:< of malari" 
J8a. Sehi"toRolllia,i,; \'esie'll (S. !trewotoliiulII) 
;38b. Schi~to,o11lia,;is int('stin:.i (S. han"oni) 
:38c. Schist,lsOllliasis pullllonary (S.jnponil'um) 
:38d. Other and ullsJlecil';,·d sciti'{lIslIlllia,i, ... 
:39. Hydatid ,Iis('a,,· 1 1 
40a. Ollcho('ereiasis 
40b. Loiasis 
40c. Filariasis (\mllcrol t i) 

i ,tOd. Other filariasis 
41. .A nkylostollliasis ... --I ' , , I 

------ --_._- ----

I 

---

('a !Tied f,,]'\v a I'd Ul ii [5 I 6 li~') 2:) 5;30 I~ 

IS} 

T f it"maining 
I'ans PI''; H ()spital 

to "tl)(>l' t I f II . I a en, () . ()~plta ~ 1 B.'ll) 

Ll 

1 

:! 
~ Ii 

1 
1 

2 
1 5 

,t 12 
1 1 

2 

1 

..t1 
1 

1;1 
2 

1 

1------ -----

:!9 90 
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ApPENDIX l\lA - (Contil/llcd) , 

GENEHAIJ HOSPITALS IN MAL'fA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1955 

I 
i Iil'lllaitling Total Aclillis- Dis-

I 
I 

l'r:lll~ It,l':-' I 
I 

I Transfers ! ill IIo:--.p Deal h~ 10 01 her "t ('11(1 I'"'''' "n"" 
eHSps 

chftl'g'es i :-;1011:-> 
Huspitals lreatl'd Ho'pital s 

Brought forward 

4-2a. 'J'ap{,l\'ol'm lilll'c,talion) alill lithcl' epstooe 
inl'esbtl iOIl' 

·12b. Ascariasis ... 
~.2c. Guinea worlll (tll':ll'uncnio,i,) 
4td. Other dispasl';: d Ill' to h,·1 millt 11" 
.J3a. LYl1lpho!!IHilnionl:t \'('II"l'eUln 
48b. Granulolllil ingllinale, r! IHll'tlal 

4H('. OthH and nnspccili"d vt'II,'n"d disea'l" ... 
4-3<1. Food pllisoning infectilJlI alia illtoxicatiol1 
4,3e. Rt'lapsillg 1','1',,1' .. 
4:if. Leptospirosis ict"I'Il!I;l'llltll'l'hagil'a ( Wei 1's 

disl'a",') " 
4:lg, Yaws 
~3h. Chiek"I1I'()x 
4·Bi. Deng-ue 
4,aj. Trachoma ... 
4·31;. :::;:lTIdflv [('VI'I' 
431. Leish n'''lI1iasi, 
4 :3nLTryp:1I1o"Ol)) ia:-;is ~::;\ 111 hi"l,:--i~ 

'fry pa., 10:-;" 1111 ia:-;j.... I'ho{~ lh.. it'll:-:is 

Otlll'1' find \I Ilsl','ei li"d TI'."I,all"';"llIi"sis 
4:1n, Ilt'rlllatol'in·to.;j, ... 
'j,:,o. Sea bi"s 
4:-Ip. Ali otlll'r di,ea';l'" el"s,iiil'd a, infective 

and parasit ie 

II. ~y('l)j)I(lsm:l 

.1<1. ;\lalign"nl 1l,·oi)la:-.1l1 of bll<'C,d ea\'it,Y 
and I'har,\'lIx 

45. 1Ialigl1ant lIt?opla:-Oll1 of (l'sopliagns 
41;' Malignttnt 1"'''1'1",," oj'sto!llach 
47. MaliglHlIll 11l'(Jjdaslll 01 illtc .tin,'S except 

rectulll 
48. ilfaligllant. nt'opl"'lIl pJ'l'edlllll ... 
49. Malignant lH'opla"lIl or lar,Yllx 
51). Malignant neoplasm of tradwa. ancl of 

bronchus all<] IUllg lIot Sl'l'l'itieli as 
s('eondary 

51. IIfalig'nant ;\<'Op!aSIIi oJ' breast 
52. ;\laligllal1t neoplasm "f ,,('nix nteri 
5:t :IIalignant l1('oplasm of otht'1' and 1I!1-

SPCCjfil,d parts or IIt<'IIiS 

54. '\lal ignant IlPoplasll1 of I" o"tate 
55. Malignant 1lt.lO l)!a:->111 or ,kin 
51L Malignant neopla:--tn of' bOlH' alld ('Ollllt'<.'-

tivp t;Hsue 

57. lIfaligna,nt n<'0]>1",111 of all "thpl' ane! 
nnsp"eilipcl sites 

58. Leukwmia alHl all'uk:l'nlia 
59. Lymphosn !'collla and othe!' lIt'o]>1aslll of 

l''ymphat i" nnd h~l'III"to]>oieli0 ,yst"111 
60. Benig-n l1<'Ol'la'IIIS lind lknpla!'l11~ of !In~ 

specifil'll llatUl'~ 

Carl'ied fu!'IY'l!' t 

f , . 1 ~IG.) 
-----._._-- --

lin 

1 
4 

1 
1 

,j. 

2 

a 

2 

7 

1 

H 

1·:)8 

545 

:1 
1 

I 
15 

].!. 

H 
45 

10 
11 
12 

IP 
37 

2 
i) 

II 

21; 

:i8 
11 

1\1 

l!i8 
1-·-

1,1125 

I 

I 
! 

6 

;3 

2 

2 
-----1 

67~ 

!) 

1 

1 l 

U 
\l 

52 

11 
12 
12 

2:, 
B,J 

1 

2 
\1 

11 

:ZK 

47 
11 

20 

17n 

1-1 [1,ln7 

2:3 

5 
12 

., ., 
:3 
:\ 

6 
5 

1 
2 

n 

II 
Ii 

.5 

i 4 
I 

i~:-I 

5:30 

~ 

1 

14 

15 

13 
;i 

:n 

k 
II 
9 

10 
31 

1 
:l 

11 

18 

30 
,t 

JJ. 

157 

\l;2f) 

I 

:W 

5 

3 
2 

"2 

2 
1-----

'1-1 

Renlaillill" 
III Ho,p. 

at Pile! 
' I' 1\)',1\ 

go 

J 
1 

,1. 
1 
1 

2 

5 
1 

16 
-----

J27 



ApPENDIX 1\IA - (Continued). 

GENERAL HOSPI'l'AIJS IN MAIJTA AND GOZO 
Return of disea;ses and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1956 

I Heillailling' 1 l' I' . ' . rails l'l:-; 
I III Ho~p. A<llllls-il tJ 

01' HI55 Hospilals 

To!:: I 
('asf's 

(I'patl·d 

j lis­
(·hal'g'l·:-; 

Tra.ll:--ft'l':': 
to II[he!' 
Hospitals 

I 
~elllaillillg 

III Ho,p. 
II at elld SiOH' I rom () 11'1' 

-----------------------1'·-----1-----.-----
BrotIght [()l'war,1 158 1,n25 1-1. 1,IH7 

--------1-------

1011 -il 

I 
at end 

of 1951i 

127 

m. & IV, A l1e)'!!i,'. RnduI'l'ille '''.IJ,'lem 
J;£et"/;oiil' and ~Yllf)'ilin})lIl 
Di ~I·«ses. 
Disl'ases of the Blood (11/11 

Blood-ful'miirg OI'.I/ans, 

Ill. :\olltoxic g'oitre ... 
62. 'l'h\'l'otoxi~()sis wit hOI' without goitre 
Hil. DiaL,.:,·s !lII'lIittls 
64.a. Ikrih"l'i 
64 h. Pellag-ra 
64e, Selln'x 
6,1d. Other defil'iPIII'Y sl atps 
6Ga. Pel'llicious atlj olhpI' hYl'l'l'l'hI'OIUic 

arn.emias ... 
65b. Iron d0flci,,"cy ana'lllia~ (hYJlochr"ll1il') 
(;5e. Other specified alld tI!lspecifil,d all,l'lllias 
60a. AsLllllla '" 
(Wb. All Ilt h('1' allergic diso!'!I",',. En<ln,'rilll', 

:\1,'la1>"lic "lilt IlL".d !Jist'a,,,s 

V. J[eut({!, PS//I.JIOl/(·III'otil' 1111./ 

Pe;'sv)llI it,1J Oi:lOl'tle/'s. 

fi7. Psychoses 
()R. PS\'('hOllt'tIl'nSl'S :In.] clisord,'rs of 

'1'('r80nalil,)' 
(iD, lIIental tl"!il'ielll'Y 

VI. Diseases 'If tl/e jV('}'/10US S.'/,~tem IInri 
;SI'IISI' ()/'.'/IIIIS 

70. VasclIlar lesions hf1'ect i!lg- (,l'llt rid lIer-
\'oU:-; ~ystelll 

71. NOn-lll('n"ing'ocoecal lllclling'i1-is 
72. Multipl(' sclel'osis 
73. Epilepsy 
74. Inilalllmatol'l' di'ea"es ,,1' eye 
75, Catar,let ' 
76. Ghltj(,mna ... 
77:" (Ititis pxlel'lI" 
77b. Otitis media and mastoiditis 
77,'. 01.h('!· intiammnt,ory dis('as,,, d ('il!' '" 

7Ha. All other di"easl'~' aml cOIHlitiolls "I' eye 
78b All other .Di,eaSl's of th" I\'pl'I'Olis 

Sy:-.tt'n1 :l1l(1 ~l'll:-:(' OJ',~'anf' 

VI I. Dis '({s!,.,' oj' t lIB Cil'l'Idatul';~ System, 

79. 
80. 
81. 

8') 
SH. 
S.\., 
85. 
86. 

Chl'Ollil' !'helllll,.tie heart eli""""" 
Artcl'i'lSl'lel'ot ie and degenerative heart 

dist.1:ls(· 

Othel' llisea~es oj' heart .. , 
Hyp"rtl'nsioll with heart disease 
Hypel'tl'll<ioll without 1Ilentioll of heart 
DiseaSeS of arteries 
Other disl'II.,·R of Circniator'y SystClll 

I 

2 
15 

1 

4. 
2 

10 

2 

21· 
3 

9 
S 

25 

1!1 

4, 

1 

11 

:2 
II) 
21 
81) 

7-2 
1 

lS() 

:l6 
1 

12 

fl 
:3 
3 

53· 
190 
4.47 

107 

55 
15 

7 

7 

12 

7,1 
:2 

W4 
:~tJ 

1 
12 

6 
;~ 

12 
til 

199 
cti9 

5}i 
16 

5 

;j.[. 

5 

:3 

I~ 

2 
7 

~~ 
71 

lln 

15 

:l 

i 

It! 
,1 

8 

1 
43 

I 

2 

30 
1 

12 

:35 

7 

4 
,t 

6 7H 2 Sf> 25 5J Ii 1 
10 (i9 (i 83 21 ;; 1 1 1::l 
ti 72 7K (J I In 1 7 
3 71 74 8 56 5 5 

Carried I'orwnrd ... 

8 41i 2 56 5 I ,1-1. 4, I 3 

1 __ 5 __ ,~~1--~- 17_1 ___ 5_ I5~ _____ <j_. _I_~_ 

.. I 32,) B,H5 4. t 8,51S 27-1 12812 l:2:l :309 I . 



134 

ApPENDIX MA - (Continued). 

G E.\I ERATJ HOSPlTALS IN 1\IALTA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1958 

Brollg'i.t 'orwar,l 

VIII. DiU(lstS of tht Rtspiratory Systun. 

87. Acut., 11pper l't'sl'im!ory inf,'ctiollH 
ss. 111illlrnzrt 
$9. Lobar I'lIelllllull", 
90. 13rondllJ-l'llt'lllllOnia 
91. Primary a(\·pi",,\. of bel' and IIIl~l'('ciliNl 

pneulllonia 
92. Acute brOllchiti, 
9:t Brouchiti:.;. ellJ'(,nic ttl1<1 IIllqllalilied 
9.J.. Hypertroph} "I' ton,iis "nd adenoid, 
(15. Empyema aud abce" 01' Illllg' 
96. Pleurisy .. 
97 a. Pueu n}(~coni, "is ... 
V7h. All other He'I,iralllry jlisl',':;I'S 

lX Dis"l/US (If tlu [)~I{ s/i1lt Sysll1!t. 

nSa. Den tal Cal'll'S 
£lRh. All other di'ea'l's of tr'dh and s11I'P"rt-

[H). 

100. 
llH. 
102. 
10;3. 
104a. 

IO·ib. 

104c. 
105. 
IOn. 
107. 

ing ,jrllet.lIres 
Ulcer of stomach 
Vleet of tllllld.'nllill 
(X'i!;tritis and dllodl'lliti:; 
A ppeud icitis 
Illte~t.inal ob:.;tl'lIl'tillll awl hnlli" 
Gastro-ellteri! is and colit is betwl"'1l four 

weel,s ;lIld two Yf-'nn, 

Gastl'o-entt'ril is "a ne1 ('01 i t j Sl ages two 
years and llYn 

Chronie ""tNiti" :lud lIi('pmtivl' co]iti, 
CiIT1){)~is of livel' 
Cholelithi'bis 1111(1 I'hoi.'('I',,!itis 
Other Disl'asl's 01 the ])iie,tivt' Sy,tenl 

X. Diu<lscs of tlu Cellito· Urillal:v 
System. 

IUK. 
10:). 
HO. 
Ill. 
llz. 
113, 
114a. 
114b. 
114c. 

A ('nte u('l,b ril i, 
Chronic. 01 her all,1 llll'llel'ilil'd nel,brit;, 
I nfect.ions or kid nev 
Caleu Ii (,I' uri liar,\' ~y,t 10lll 
Hypl'l'l'la,i:l of 1'J'(I,t:d (' 
Diselhes 01 lm',,,t, 
Hydrocele 
Disorders of' !lll'n'trll"tioll 
All otliel' ]JiSt'lb":; oftlll' (l";lilo-Urinarr 

S y:;\ em .. 

Xl IJelil'cr';es (Iud (' 1111'/;('111;011'< uj' 
Pre(/llUIl"lj, Gltiltnil,tlt (Il1d till' 

. . P (/{'}'l'fr; UIIl. 

115. 

IH3. 

117. 

Sel,sis of I'rl'g'1 1 11> 'C.)'. l'hildbirtlr :tilt! ! he 
pUI'l'I,,'riulll 

1'OXI('111ill of prl',~ nll)H'}, all'] tilt' jll\('r­
pel'lu(1l .. 

Hrelllorrha"'e of pl'egll:tll"'y alll1 chilt!-
birth " 

IIH. A hortion wit hOllt mention of "'I"i' or 
t{)x;P1l1ia 

119. Abortion with ,,'p:;is 
120a. Other cOlllplieati"n.' "f l'l'egll:lIl"'y. ehilc1-

birth and the l'llCr]ll'\'illlll 
120b. Dcli""l·.\' without cPll1l'lieatioll'; 

j
HPHlHiHill g 

in HilS!'. 
at; ('nrl 

"F IH'i5 

7 
4S 

I 
]() 

z5 

16 

;') 

2 
2 

].1. 

8 
II 

1 
3 
8 

II 

9 

Carr;('[! fUI will'll •• I 531 
I 

Aclllli,- TnlllSf('r-
i'l'Olil ot hpr 
lI(',pit,r1s 

382 
5 

11 
131 

78 
;1:1 

1:15 
5ta 

9 
21. 
Z 

67 

48 

307 

250 

10 

In 

1 
:l 

1 

H 
1 

1'lItal 
C1HW~ 

treateu 

78 
;q, 

115 
II:! 

\) 

2.1 
z 

08 

14-
72 
37 
z,t 

;i78 
5z1 

51 
76 
2;) 
;{;l 
38 
7 
Ii 
3 

201 

II) 

I ~5 

I 

l,()~n 

988 
I i 1,028 

I 
." I 9HZ 

'--1--'-1 
1 (,,) I ,) ~"-" n('.) I ' ,~j )~ I )..,/ v,ui)u 

"274. 2,812 

1 

,) 

~j 

I 
1 

;l 

,] 

;1 
1 

12 

:2 
11 
Ii 

S 

40z 

3RO 
ij 

1 :~ 
III 

55 
:i~ 

llJ 
6~1I) 

Ii 
2,) 
z 

til) 

;Wj' 

4tiIJ 

:so 
I 

1\1 
,to 

22\1 

-LK 
5lJ 
17 
27 
15 

G 
() 

3 

225 

10 

23 

R.425 

'l'rdll:-.ff'rs 

t" oth"r 
111l"l,ital:; 

----~---~ 

lz:l 

:l 

7 

8 

1 

7 

5 

1 , 
, ! 

;) 

:l 

2 
7 
1 

Remaining 
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at end 

of195fl 
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Af'l'r':~flTX lilA - (Continued). 

GENFH.AIJ HOSIITALS IN 1\lAI/I'A AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1956 

XII. J.iiUilUS (J/ tlu Skill (/uri (KIII/lar 
Tissue. 

122. 
123. 

121. 
1:l5. 

12iia. 

]'Wb. 

ti~~lle 

Arthl'iti, "lid "pondylit;, .. 
l\Iustular rllC'tllllati'"1 '\lld rheull1atism, 

II11:<l'l',;iiied 
Ost,'om.""liti, an,] perin:<1 il is 
Ankvl(l,i~ an(] acquired lllu'('>llu.,j;elethl 

d,·rol'luitil':< .. 
Chl'f1l1i(· UJCfll' (If 81dn (ine111ding Tropi­

cal CIe"r) 
A 11 Ol her Pi,,,,,,,,, of Skin 

X II l. j)iseau.' of the Ronn tud (It:r;atJs 
"./ .1/ 07/0}l, 111. 

i,We. A 11 othel' dise'l"''; of lllU'Cli I .. ,keleta] 
~yst(llll 

12i. SpinR Lilid.l and llleningocele ... 
128. COI1g'enitallllallol'lnatioll 01 the CirCllla­

t"I'Y Sy>Lelll 
129. All otllt'I' ('OlI~l'llital lllalfurnldi')ll' ,. 

x V. C~r/aill Diuaus 0/ Ell, ~J' /,.jllllC)'. 

130. Birlh injnri,':< 
1:31. PU'llla tal "'I'hyxill and ateieda,i, 
132,). Diarrhoea of lIt'wL'III'n (nlldt'l ·1 \\"'"h) 
1:J2b. Ophthaln,ia I1eOliatOl'nnl 
1:32e. Othel' ini<-elii'I1' of 1l>'II'OOI'1l 

133. Htt'lIl"lni" eli"·,,,,, (,I' newborn 
134,. All ot"]Wl' ddincd disea'l's oj' C'arh' 

illf"II",)' 
Ill-define(1 di·l'aB'" ]l(,,',diar to ("Irly 

infan(·,\'. :tnd iltlltlatnrit,)' llnCjnaliti,·d 
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ApPENDIX MA - (Continued). 

GENEHAIJ HOSPITALS 1~ MALTA AND GOZO 
Return of diseases and deaths (in-patients) for the year 1956 
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