
MEWT U DIFNA GMAND IL.QOPTIN 
lll-Qqptin il-Mifruda, ghaJ. kemm 

huma mitLu:fin fuq Dinhom u jaJgh
tu hajjillthom ghalieh, jiehdu fltit 
wislq hsielb tas·Sa:gramenti: taJ-qrar, 
tat-tqanbin u tal.,griima tal-lIllOI,da. 
Kotra klhlra minnhorn jitJqatbnu 
darba hiss f'hajj,it.lwm kOillha u 
hemm ghadd kibir sewwa Ii rna 
jqerm u jitqarbnu qatt. Ghalie
horn is-Sagramroti huma haga Ii n
nisrani jiSlta' jghaddi minghajrha. 
11-bitija ta' dan hurna I.,qassiSiin ta
ghhorn 1i ftirt j,iehdu hsieb jghaJ
rnuhQIIl.; u jhaUuham gbar-rashom, 
~1111l hadd jifuimha ki,f iri:d. 

Il-qassis jew Huri Qopti, izur 
liU-Insara .1i jkoJJ1u gbenelli fi bsic
bu, darba fis-sena. biss, meta jrnur 
ghandham ~berki1hoi!Il id-cLa.r. 'Dan 
lJt-uberik, fil-lsien taghhom isemmuh 
Il-Qandil, jigi:fieri h-Imnara (jew 
i1~fanal, 11-mixegMa), ghax id-dJjar 
rna jiberkuhomx bl-ilma ' mbierek. 
bhaJ rna niber,kuhorn ahna. lit-tlbe
r~'k tatghthorn frIu fiU~ I-qassis ji,gi 
d-dar t~OIll1 u j ii~ghe;l selba' ftej
jet gewwa bieqja milll1lija hiz-zej,t 
u jghjd qatiegh taLb. Wara li 1-
qassis j.aghmel dan" sid id-dar jagh
tilh XJi. haga tal-lfius sewwa. lJm
baghad il-qassis j~tlaq u qalbel sena 
rna jaIlgax j~gi. . 

Ghal hekk, fi zmien iHberik, il
qassis imur l-ewwel ghand in-.nies 
tat-ta:jj,e!b, li jisllghu :,ha1!su; tgba.1 
foqra" imlbaghad j,ara, gbax daJ'wn 
la uta jk.0~lihomJ( flus, .arrqas rna 
jkoHlhom j,edd ghat-tlberik. . 

Hekk .L~1U jag'hirnJ1uwj;n ikun 
hemm jl .. rnorda. Meta jkun hemm 
xi hadd marid, jekk rna jkunx jis
ta' j-haJQas, :it-q asstis rna jmlUIx j a
rab, u 'ghal hekk ti~ta' tghid H 1-
foqra ko1.Lha jmutu milllgha.j,r Sa
gramcn\ti. I1-bti,ja ta' dan tkun haf-

na dra:bi tal-qralba taJ-marid, Ii biex, 
j,ekk ji~tghl1, ma jhalls11X iIus, ma 
jmornux ghal qas&is hlief meta 1-
marid ilmn iI-ahhar nits. Din xejn 
'rna jarawha hi khira, ghax ~and
hom ukoliL fehima kema f'rashOlffi, 
1i tixlbah hafina Iii I jatalizmu tal-Mi
si;min, Ii dak i1-lbniedem 1i hu mik
'twb miDin Alla 11 ghandu jmur il
Genna, iJ.,(;enna jlffi'ur, 'jiehtu u rna 
'j~ehux Sagramen~i. 

* * * 
Mela, maJ:l.i n-Nisrani QQpti jagh

laQ ghajlfiejh ghal dejdem, jigifieri 
jmu,t, in-J1iisa tad-dar jibdew j~bku 
u ,j'ghaD.j,tu lremm j,iftLhu u jaghJtu 
fuq wiccilorn u jqabtghu xa:ghl1hom 
u j:earilltu hWCljj,iighOim u jgh:idu haf~ 
'na ~lieun ta' Il!iket:fiuq il-me,jljet. 
Wara dan, j'inghaJkJ.'U gewwa gha
liehom wehedhom, ,jiiUbsu Ilbies is
wed u j,Qq.o,glhdu bil-qeghda ii-art 
fuq hasim u j~ hafna !lisa ohra 
'fost i,l-hibiCib u l-qraJba u joqogh:c1 u 
'bil-qeghda ma.ghhoiITI. Imhagbad 
tqUiITI mara minnhom u tib;da jghid 
'xi kliem ta' ti£hira tuq j,j-'lllejjet, \l 
kif tiskOIt.; · in-nisa klo]ha jinfexx\l 
jilbku u jjxhr,u ghat~ul. Wara £til 
'tqum mana o'hra u tagbmel hckk 
ukoll u I~bqija tan-nisa je~g,gh'Ll jib
dew ji'bku u ji.xhru, u jilbqghu scj
rin hekk. DawI! in-'l1isa gh~holll1 
inabta hekk kibill'a 1i jsilbu n j;ghidu 
'k1iem ta' qsim if-qa1ib u niket, Ii 
min ikoo hemm iboSIS hasra kibira 
gila.1 mejjet n ~rid u rna jnidx iko1-
lu jihki irnqar jekk ikl1Il bairani 
minnu u anqas rna jar'll biss. 

Ma til; dal-hin, j\,kk il-'llle.jOet 
ikun ra'gel, j~gu r~l tar-ra'hal u 
jahslu 1-.katavru u j;i1:~bsuh u jkeff
nUih gbad-difna. Jekk il-'lllejlta tk.un 
mara dan ix-xoghot ta' basil u tik-



fm j~uh itn·nisa. n-qassis jigi WaMa milJ.-gPaLtiet 1i ghandihom 
ft-ahhar, meta jkun kollox mitm11Jll1, f'Dinthom idrQqptin hija Ii rna jem-
qabcl rrna jgornu l-<me.jljet ghad-dif- mJlillX l;i jinsa'b il-)Ia:tbar, jew Pur
na, u jgi'b mie:glm xi tfal subj~en. gatorju, u jiommu Ii min imut imur 
ll-qasSis jjaghimel qatiegh cerimon- milJ~wwel jew il-Genna jew fil-

.}i twal gha1l-ahihar u hu ' u t-tfal hIniq.B:ex isanhu ' kLifmlhOmjghi
j,ghannu ghana ta' swied il-qa.1b du lifil-Kotlba. Mqadlclsa rrikien' rna 
'b 'hafJ;1a krilb, tnchild u .tnewwih.. hu msemmlr 1-Mathar, je.w furga
WaI;a li jik.un sar dian koHu, igorru torju. TlIlilma da.!lJ jghidlUlh bi,l~k1iem 
I-mejjet ghaL maqlbar. Jr:-ngiel bis.:; biss, gooxb'eghimliJlhom ~JU11U 'jj go 
imorru jwasshl l'-mc~ljm sal-qa:bar, qa1iblhom jemmnu Ii hem'm Maiha:r, 
i'ltliffia n-nisa j :~bqgh<u d-da.r. Wara daqs kemm jemmnlU l-Kattolikii' jew 
d~c\tifna, Ii ma jkun fItha xcj barra- ak.tar. Ara keinm lIu hekik, ' Ii fit
n ~, kuJa hadd jar.ga' Jejn dalr il- t al!b taJ-mej,tin i1-qassis wisq drlrbi 

. meiJet. : ir-r.gic l, :ill-qa&;;is u t-tJfal; j,gtlid: "Mule:j, henn ghar-ruh ta' 
~ nics iJ-me:jdet j<lJgihtu IiI Imll wie- dan i L-mej~et, u dahhalha. mieghek 
t).ed ,!,)ieqja. zghiriJ. kafe morr. n- tls-saltna tal'-Qaddisin, etc.": }Id.a, 
qass.is jghi.d minn mohhu xi kJiem jekk ir-ru~ ma jkoHhiex xi dnub 
tal-Kot!ba~Iqaddsa u j:fis,;inhom kif ha:fif Ii za:mmha barra mill-Genll1a, 
ikl}1l1 :~q/beJ gil all cLik in-whar u mba- ghat fed'n jito~Ib'l1 '1 AHa li j,dahbal
·gha .. 1 jiLlaq lej:n. id-,dar. ha? U n:-QudtI:esa. w.koLl ghandhom 

Wara. thett r~ ,icm n:es il-rncj jet bhal Kat,toBd, it-Tifkira tal-;\lejtin 
imorru ghan~ il-qass.is u jitollbuh (me.menito mOI1t'uoIUllll,) u fi,h it-qas
hiex iaJ1ga' jigi glbaJJJCIlhom u jagh- sis ?,ghjd: "MluJej'ja, ifitakar fdawk 
mel i,Hal'b mehtieg biex ruh il-mej-h .mietu qa:bilna u iddilhomid-dtawi 

.' jet ti:tc1aq mid-ilar. Ghax huma. jah- tieghek u rug,htihom ' i'l-mistrieh ta' 
sbum r-ruh tal-rne:j,jet wara. li toh - d~dem mal-Qadd~sin u I-AppostJi, 
rog milil-gisem tihqa' gewwa d-dar, etc.". l: wara erbat i.jiem fuq iJ
u hemmekik, mingh<lJjr gisem. tklUn mewt ta' .dak :i jkun, ja.ghmlu goo- . 
tibati. Gbal hd~k ilg;tibu 1-qassis jjt- ' ·cli.esa ghal mistr;;eh ta' PIlhu. 
ldb it-tallib biex ir-nu,n to,hrog mid- Il-Ghid tal-Imwlet, ghal Qoptin, 
dar. U wara )i ja,gp,mel dan, bha] . huwa; l-Enbgha ta~-DJarrn (l-Erbgha 
dan, jaghlt'Uih xi' haga sewwa tal- tat-Tn;ebni, q<lJbel il-Cimgha I-Klbi
flus. Jekk. ma jmo'r.ru~ gha.l: qas-fa). Nhar ' l-Er.bgba tadcDlain, il
sis hurna, llml1" hu ininn rajlh u Qo;ptin- geiWiwal-knisja: il<lmnaw. mej
jghanc,art: maghhQm' ghax ma jk4nux ' da 11 fuqiha ,j;qiegh'du bha;} garra 'kibi
marr,\1 ~balG~h, ghilX. ikiunu . wrew Ii .' . fa tal-fuhhar ; bil-gamar ' jaqlbad 

. Wt 'gn.andhom' twemmjn .. I,l'~4ralba . ,gewwa fllha u ma' .' genhha Ibieqja 
u I-blbieb jjibqgn.ll .• jrnomi ghand m~ltnl.ija hit-tralb tal-'1,hur; 'jdgifieri, 

' n;es ·i.l-me<jdet ghal x,j erbigha i,ew lu'bien irrufarrak . u m1dikuik irqiq. 
hame"t ,~jiem u joqoghdu bil-q{lgih- KuLL .min ~,idlhoJ il-knisj::!', jersaq 
da ft-arjt fuq i.l-has' ra u jf-ahhm 1-< 1le~n il~mctida u jieh.u qarsa .· minn 

'me!i:et u jiblm, bhal ma kiienu dak it-trab tal-boor u iroxXJu .iuq 
ghaml'u qa:bel u kuJ.] darba ji.tqass- il,ga;rnar ta' gewwa l~gar.na. u kif 
ruu l-1bwieqi tal: ... katfe morro i,l{JUn biela' d-duh1tain iscIIlJIIlli 100m 

* * * 
~t-rrn€ljtjet Ii ghal ruhu ikun haraq 
dak iJ~bhUJr. KUllI bniiedem jista' 
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jab.raq bhur ghat r:u.h kemm mej
tiJn indo u jista' wkol~ j,ahraq boor 
daI1bte1n u t1ieta ghal t'Ul\ tao mej
jet wiehed. Imbagnad. daJqs kelllim 
bhur i.!<Jun haraq. daqs hell ikohliu 
iqieghed fius gewwa bieqaa onTa !l 
tlmn £uq il-mejda wkol.1. u wara 
j,ehodhom iJ-qassis. 

Hemm drawwa onTa Ii nies ill
majjet imorru fu!q .q a:bar il-me,jtiet 
ghal rashorn Ui jliehdu rn,aghhom 
menen u bomm. Meta jaslill 
heimm. iqa!bbclu n-lnar frl-'k.wienen 
u ignaJlltu J-qam'h fil-;bo.rolm .u jsaf
fuh u jroxxu fuqIU z-rokkor u jhall
ttl mieglhu fitirt helu u jghajo1u IiI' 
foqra u t-taIJaJba (1i dej.:ern ikun 
hemm .m:lIlnhom qrib I-oqbra) biex 
kJum Wiiened j~w wahda. jiehdu qa:b
c1a. qamn u jekluha ghar-rub i:-mej
ti.n. U mibaJg;had ji~at'IJU Ii rna 

jemmtllU'x bil-Purgatorju, jigi&eri 
'bil-Mathar! 

Jekk issaqsli I~I xi qassis j.ew xi 
r~ge~ Qopti ghaliex jaghrn1nl hekk 
La darba rna jemmnux fil-Mathar. 
iwie~bek li dawk huma drawwiet 
flodma. 11 gha:dhf)iJ11 iitnar,;u imma 
li xe.j rna jiswew g!lal llUh ;: mej
tin. U jekk ig>giblu ~-,uri!.iet koll
lIha. milll-Bi'bbja (kO'tlba tal-Makka
bin) u rniIrr-kotlba tas-Smo Patri' 11 

mi:x-xnijjiierl:. jew tradizjotti, kQl,lJu 
ghal xejn, ghax rna ;sehhlek qatt 
H ~iegh!'u ;em:lwn. ('hai l:(;kk rna 
Jiibqax haga ohra x'wieh.ed jaghrpel 
ghajr l:i jitlOib ghalieh biex AHa jagh
t,ih id-dawl; u iekk iIrun maria, Ii 
jrnur jaghlrniHill xi :hja,ra u jhejjlh 
mil.l-an:,ar :Ii jista' ghat mewt. 

P. GUZEPPI CREMONA O.F.M. 

IT-TIENl TAQSIMA -- IMMABBA 

IT ~ TBERJK 
L~IiI1(g)1:ii, milnlIl iJmjen zemZern, 

johol'gu Mie:b danba fil'-gimgha, kol
:ttl tisw.i,r, i,ism,u Illustrated London 
News. F'wal1da rni.nn dawlIl il-har
giet, x.i rena i:u, kien hemm kilt'ba 
msemmija: "A Prophet Honoured 
liD: His Own Coootry", fejn fiha 1-
kittieb tkelUem fuq statwa ta' 
Sant'EI~a mahdurna minn naqqax 
mi'III'-PaleSitina u mwaqqfa fuq GebeJ 
KarmeJ, fUlq ir-·ri:h ta' Hajfa, il-Pa
IeSitTina ",kot!. F'riltratt mir-ritrattl 
Ijidher 'lassis, rna' ragel ras khira: 
il-qassis, rnik:uib taMu I.i hu Mon
Si'Djur Vellgani, Dele;gat tai-Patriiar
ka Latin fil-Ca:ti" ~ja. 

Dak U-~Io:lsin:jur. meta kien gha
c1u qassis biss, £tit wara li qaddes l
ewwel quc1diesa, kieIliu baghtulb ka\p-
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FIS -SALT 
piJaan ta;-Latini {'Ibelt jisimha s
Salt, f1It-Tnmsgonla.nja. Jiena, dak 
ii-zmien lwrut nghaJlem naqra tal
i~ko~a hemmekk, ghaT hekk iiI Dun 
.Verga,ni, nafu sewwa. M'hux talli 
naiu, talai meta kien mur ghand 1-
Insara X] mkjen Jbghid mill-belt, 
gewwa r-.raba' (ghax hemm min.n 
wahar ir-reibbiegha sa hokor ix-xi,t
wa, hafna nics imorru j:ghixu gew
wa km3lffiM i~w ghcrien fir-ralba') 
kicn jghidili bie,x imrnu,r mieghu. U 
jicn kant ~lTlim:UQ" bil-qaJIb, ghax in
h')bb nara xi hag-a gtlariba. Darba, 
wara Chid il-Khir, mar ~bierek 'dar' 
'tal-In;;ara fuq gebel ghoJi u ~iena 
'l1or.t mie-gnu. U hawn sa nikteb 
dak 11 ghatdni niftakar tuq dik il
ma.wra. 
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