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I-Maghlag

taghrif migbur minn Martin Formosa &

II-Qrendi hu moghni b’numru kbir ta’
postijiet ta’ importanza kbira arkeologika
u storika. Forsi ghalhekk li ¢ertu nhawi
ma tantx gew moghtija l-importanza li
tixirqilhom. Fost dawn il-postijiet ta’ min
isemmi 1-Maghlaq. F’dan il-post instabu
gherien ta’ importanza kbira u 1i hafna
minn dak li nstab fihom illum gqieghed
f’'muzewijiet f’Londra.

Ma’ dan il-wied hemm marbuta ismijiet
ta’ geologi maghrufa li skoprew u skavaw
gherien importanti u li hafna minn dawn

22nd Foot Regiment, jew kif kien
maghruf i¢-Cheshire Regiment. Huwa
dam Malta 6 snin u interessa ruhu bil-
kbir fil-geologija tal-Gzejjer Maltin.
Huwa intervista hafna mill-haddiema
tal-barriera u investiga diversi gherien
ohrajn.

F1-1836, Dr Adams skopra l-ghar
imsejjah Imnajdra Gap Cave No 6 ftit
’il boghod mill-Ghar Nru 3. Go dan
I-ghar instabu skeletri shah ta’ iljunfanti
u ta’ ghasafar kbar tal-ilma. Adams

l-gherien ma ghadhomx jezistu ghaliex
tkissru biex inqata’ 1-blat tal-qgawwi.
F’Novembru 1843 Thomas Abel Brimage Spratt
R.N. 1i kien stazzjonat f"Malta hareg pubblikazzjoni
msejha On the Geology of the Maltese Islands 1i kienet
akkumpanjata minn mappa li turi x-xquq kbar (faults)
li jagsmu 1-Gzejjer Maltin. FI1-1852 Spratt ppubblika
t-tieni edizzjoni ta’ dan l-istudju fejn fost 1-ohrajn hemm
spjega fuq the origin of the Maclouba (Maqluba). Fil-
fatt fis-sajf tas-sena 1858 infethet l-ewwel barriera tal-
qawwi f’dawn l-inhawi tal-Maghlaq biex jinbnew il-
baciri fil-Port il-Kbir. Leonard Horner (1785-1864),
geologista Skocciz kien l-ewwel persuna li investiga
s-sejba ta’ dawn l-gherien (1861) mimlija ghadam tal-
ipopotamu pentlandi u ta’ annimali ohra fosthom darsa
ta’ iljunfant. Wara li miet Horner, Dr Leith Andrew
Adams (1827-1882) kompla jirraporta fuq din is-sejba
hekk kbira li hu skopra meta zar il-Krendi Cave of
Spratt. Dr Adams kien Army Surgeon assenjat mat-

Dr Andrew Leith Adams

gabbad lill-Kaptan Robert Charles Goff
(1837-1922) biex ipingilu 1-Maghlaq
min-naha ta’ Ghar Lapsi u f’din it-tpingija hemm
indikati I-gherien u l-kwalita ta’ blat 1i jezisti fl-inhawi.
Din it-tpingija saret bejn is-sena 1861 u s-sena 1963.
F1-1866 Adams ippubblika s-Second Report on Maltese
Fossiliferous Caves.

F’dan ir-rapport hemm tpingija tal-Maghlag Fault u
fejn kienu it-tliet gherien mimlija fossili. Hemm spjega
dettaljatata’ x’instab f’dawn I-gherien. Jinghad li fi-ghar
principali kien hemm l-aktar ghadam tal-Ippopotamu u
Dormice (speci ta’ grieden ta’ denbhom pjuma), 1-ghar
tan-nofs kien fih fdalijiet tal-Giant Dormouse u shrews
(grieden ta’ geddumhom twil) f’dik maghrufa bhala
1-Imnajdra Cave kien hemm fdalijiet tal-iljunfant nanu.

Dawn il-fossili ghandhom madwar 127,000 sena
u huma kollha ta’ annimali 1i kienu jghixu fl-Ewropa.
Dawn l-annimali gew Malta minn Sqallija meta
I-gzejjer Maltin kienu maghqudin permezz ta’ art
niexfa. Madwar 5.5 miljun sena ilu Gibilta cediet u

Fi0. 2.—Portion of the South Coast of Malts, showing the various Ossiferous Cavities above and below the Malak Fault.

A. Lower Limestone.
* B, Upper Limcatono.} Miocene.
Ling of Faull - - ~ - Escarps of ditto, C.
1. Position of Malak Cave (Hippopotamus, Myorus, Ele
phas, ete)
9. Middle Cave (Myozus Birds).

3
8, Muatdra Gap {Elephants, Rodents, Reptiles, Birds,
ele)
4. Débris from Cave 1
8, Brecele on B (Elephants).
8. Modern Alluvium Covering, 5.
Islet of Filfla, Upper Limestone,

Malta regghet saret gzira.

Fl-istess sena Capt. Frederick Wallaston Hutton
Late Deputy-Assistent Quartermaster General
f’Dublin u Fellow of the Geological Society of
London ippubblika artiklu bl-isem ta’ Sketch of the
Physical Geology of the Island of Maltafil-Geological
Magazine. Huwa jitkellem dwar il-Maghlaq Fault u
kif dan jibga’ tiela’ lejn Ghawdex fejn il-Ponta ta’
Dimitri u jiltaga” kwazi skwerra max-Xaqq il-Kbir li
jibda minn Fomm ir-Rih u jibqa® sejjer sal-Madliena
u li I-Inglizi semmewh il-Victoria Lines.
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