IL-GURDIENA U L-LIFGhA

Gurdiena harget fil-ghaxija ddur dawra ghar-rwieli wara
nzul ix-xemx. Kif kienet miexja ghal xoglhiotha qalb il-
haxix, tolirog lifgha minn togbha taht l-art ma’ genbha.

“Sahha ghalik” qaltilha l-lifgha; “Salitejn” wiegbet il-
gurdiena; u erhilhom jithaddu fuq il-hwejjeg ta’ djarhom.
Kelma ggib l-ohra, bdew jitmieghru u jitlewmu. “Oqghod
ja Ralliela”, qalet il-lifgha lill-gurdiena, “Int tidhol fi djar
in-nies, tiekol wejjighom, wiéé bla misthija!”

“Int tghajjar lili?” wieghet il-gurdiena: * Jekk jien
fialliela, int gattiela : tigdem in-nies u b’semmek togtolhom.
Jien niehu hwejjeg in-nies, int telidilhom hajjithom, ¢alb -
bla ruli!”

“ Mhux minnu” regglhiet il-lifglia ; “M’jiniex jien li nogtol
in-nies, imma huma jogtlu lithom infushom.” ’'K'int trid,
ingarrablek isgissa!”

H \Taqbdek fil-kelma”, wiegbet il-gurdiena; * kif sejra

ggarrabli ?

“ Naghmlu hekk 7, ftiehmet il-lifgha : * Intix tara hemm
fug dak ir-ragel gej ‘ilhawn? Issa jghaddi minn fidejna:
kif jasal, jien nigdmu friglu u nistahba u int ohrog dur
dawra ma’ dwaru, Balli jarak v jahseb li gdimtu int. Jekk
ma jmutx, tara li m'jiniex jien li noqtol in-nies, mita nig-
dimhom. Inbaghad nistennew ragel 1eT101 int 1frclmu fllﬂ‘hl
u stahba, u jien nohirog indur ma’ dwaru biex Mh&eb I
adimtu jien ; Jehk imut b11—01dm<1 ma tkunx qtiltu int, ghax,
Dhal ma taf, m'glandekx semm ; mela huwa jkun qatel lilu
n-nifsu.”

Ghogobha lhjiel lill-gurdiena, u stalibew it-tneju taht
troffa haxix ma’ gherq it-trejqa.

Wasal ir-ragel; il-lifgha zegget minn qall il-haxix,
habtet ghal gharqubu; 5r1dnntu u reggliet inhbiet fil-Taxix.
Qabzet il-gurdiena fid-daqqga, ghaddiet minn fuq riglu, u
daret dawra ma’ dwaru.

Ir-ragel kif hass il-weggha, hares hiex jara x'kien garsu;
jara l-gurdiena, jishel ghaliha: “Jaliraq gensek, ja gurdien!
righ gejt gdimt?” Ma dan kollu, haga’ sejjer trigtu bla
ma wagqaf.

Wara ftit ghadda ragel ielior. X'hin wasal fejn kienu
mistolibijin, il-lifgha qalet lill-gurdiena: “Isa, alibat ghal
riglu!”  Qabzet 11—0111*dlena, gldmltu f OHarqubu u stalibiet.
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Harget il-lifgha u qabdet tigri u thaxwex fost il-Tiaxix ma’
genbu.

Kif lemakba rragel, ingata’, beda jghisjjat u jwerzaq:
“ Lifgha gidmitni! Lifgha tatni s-semam! Sejjer immut!”
U telaq ghal erbgha, girja wahida ghal ghand it-tabib.

Malli dan, galet il-lifgha lill-gurdiena: “M'n ghada I-
quddiem nigu hawn kull fil-ghodu min ma jmutx minn
dawn iZ-zewgt irgiel i qrasna, jarga’ jghaddi minn hawn
darb’ohra; min imut nisimghu xi haga fugu min-nies li
jkunu ghaddejjin”. Sellmu 'l xulxin u kull walida regghet
lejn darha.

# * *

Dak I kienet gidmitu I-lifgha u haseb i kienet il-gur-
diena, malli wasal id-dar, kif lass 1i 1-gerlia ghadha taharqu
siel ’il mara, u gallha: “Taf xi grali? Fit-triq jien u gej
hareg ghalija gurdien u gidimni! jalraq gensu! u l-gerlia
ghadha tahraqni”

“Aligilha b’nitfa mishun,” galtlo martu; “Jista’ jkun
i dahlitlek fiha xi ftit ghabra”.

Hasilba r-ragel u vabatha Dh’éarruta nadifa, u mar jorgod.
Sal-ghada, ié-Garruta kienet inhallet weliedha, u l-ugigh rehia
ghal kollox. Hu qam fil-ghodu uw mar ghax-xoghol bhal dari
u la ftakar izjed fil-gerlia u anqas fil-gurdien.

Imma I-iehor — dak li kienet gidmitu l-gurdiena — kif
wasal ghand it-tabib, xteliet fug maqgghad iwahwah u jogh-
rok il-gerha. Ratu l-qaddejja u taha ferh ta’ genn; ghajtet
it-tabib 1i niZel minn fuq bhal berqa; gabad jiflilu I-gerha
Ii bil-gherik kienet saret hamra nar. “Kif saritlek, dil-gerha,
sieheb?” sagsieh ! “Qarsitni lifglla u semmitni”, wiegeb
lHehor. It-tabib fdaqqa t'ghajn gieb ix-xfafar, in-nar u
kemm-il kus duwa. Qasamlu l-gerha, haragha, u sawwablu
fiha d-duwa; hazzimlu riglu u baghtu lejn dara fuq l-idejn,
ghax wara dak il-qtigh kollu le ma seta’ jimxi. Id-dar,
geghiduh fil-friex; kif dahal il-lejl gabdu d-deni; qgabad
ithewden. Fil-ghodu, qabel is-sebl, mar id-dinja l-ohra.

% *® ES

Ma tlugh ix-xemx, il-lifglia u l-gurdiena sabu rulihom
fejn kien ghenelli. Issellmuu qaghdu jistennew bla kliem—
ghax beizghu li jergghu jiftluha. Wara xi nofs siegha, in-
nies bdiet ghaddejja. Fid-dagqqa u I-iin qabzet il-lifgha :
“Arah gej dak 1li gdimtu jien! M'ghedtlekx li ma jmutx?
arah, anqas hiss jofrok!”

“S’issa rbahit int!" wieghet il-gurdiena, u siktet.
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Ghaddew xi ghaxar dqiegiet n dehru zewg nisa mexjin
gqajl-qajla u thhadd‘uu hejniethom. Qorbuu l\hemhom sar
]1fuehem sewwa; wahda kienet tghid hl l-ohra: “Jahasra!
Kif tista’ tghix martu, b'erba’ wlied? Mishuta 1-lifgha! kif
gerditu !

“Hawn, ara, l-imkien fejn qaristu”, wiegbet l-ofira, turi
b'sebaghba genb it-triq feju kienu stalibew il-lifgha u I-gur-
diena awl-il-lejl.

“Smajtha x'qalet?” saffret il-lifgha kif in-nisa thieghdu.
“Issa ma tistdx tichadli! Miet ir-ragel li gdimt int, ghial-
kemm int bla semm: ghdx dak 1li gdimt jien, ghalkemm
semmemiun! Emmen mela, darba ghal dejjem, li n-nies
aktarx joytlu lilhom infushom, w le d-deni Ii jigrithom!”

“Irbalithieli b’kollox!” wieghet il-gurdiena. “Tarax!
glialhekk il-ghaguza ma tridx tmut: aktar ma tikber aktar
titghallem :”  “U aktar ma titghallem aktar jiswielek !” wieg-
het il-lifgha.

G. B,
* S E3

Il-kittieb taglina G. B. 1li qieghed Gerusalemm, fil-manu-
skritt ta’ din il-hrafa gharbija i ghoghu jibaglitilna ghall-
Mavrr, zamm xi kliem uw xi ghidud kif inhuma fil-gharbi,
bla ma qaghad jara li dawn, meta dahlu fi Isienna, “hallsu
d-dazju” biex sarun maltin. Insemmu tnejn.

(1) Lifgha (bl-artikolu il-lif¢'ia), nizzilha ifgha (bl-arti-
kolu l-ifghia) uw talit, ghamel din it-taghirifa zghira:

“Ahna I\Ialtm nghidu u niktbu hazin lifglia, ghax m\\ahhlu I-lam

il-faghrif ma’ l-isem, waqt li m’ghandux ikun hekk: ghandna mela ng‘mdu
u niktbu ifghia u mhux lifglia; abra w mhux labra; ma v mhux ilma,’

Il-kliem malti lifgha, labra, ilma tassew 1i gejjin mill-
gharbi ifgha, abra, ma, imma 1-Malti dejjem ihosshom D'elle
quddiemhom li saret Haga walida maghhom wu i minn
kliem bil-gharbi ghamlithom kliem bil-malti. Hekk ukoll
il-kelma taljana asta bil-malti saret lasta u bl-artikolu giet
tl-lasta. Din tissejjah prothesis.

Bil-maglub: l-elle tal-kelma taljana letterq, fil-malti,
wagghet u l-kelma maltija hi itire, bla artikolu, u Il-itira
bl-artikolu. Din tissejjali aphewresis.

Afina, fil-waqt li naghirfu minn fejn tkun gejja l-kelma,
ghiandna nikthuha kif qaghidet hiex saret maltija.

(2) G. B. kiteb min ma jmut u alina sewwejnieha min
ma jmute, ghax in-negattiv, tal-malti, iktarx hu ma......a( ejn),
mhux ghal kollox bhall—()halbl i dan jaghmel ma
qudchem il-verb.

(N. tad-D.)



