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Occupstional Thargpist

ie

5&3& %@ a s%@p af Ed burgh Station.
After coniemplating various awk-
ward possibiliies on how o pull
down my luggage from a rack a
good way ebove my head, s friendly
Seof gave me & helping hand. Affer
managing fo drag my bag down
ﬁz‘@m the train, | decided fo draw
out a leffer seni fo me by Cﬁepham
Hume - one @E ﬁh& organise

emﬁy c@m@s@@ﬂ&e& with me all
along the preparations and who had
senf me worthwhile instructions on
where fo mest & WFOT representa-
five. It was & frefful reslisafion fo
remember that this important lelier
was nof in my handbag but st the
bottom of v luggage.

I slopped sfill in the midst of many
fravellers in the sislion Irying o re-
call the confents of Clephane’s letter
and mmﬁem@%aﬁmg whether I should
undertake the tedious lask of open-
ing my luggage and relrieving this
veluable piece of paper or fo just
wail. [ reslly felf kike doing the
latter, bul realiging that wailing was
not the solulion fo amive at Pollock
Halls | decided fo do the former. I
W8S E@@km@ @m@m@ iryving o spotl
vacant bench where [ could rest my
E@g@@g@ WE’%@% & lady with & wel-
coming smﬁﬁe came up o me. [i was
i of relief thet [ saw her
8 W’F@’? bedge, as she
infroduced herself as Lesley.

In fact Lesley was @mﬁy %Em ﬁm% of

- over 60 multiculiural




was & greal privile
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ﬁh@ 1@ Bih ﬁg.pﬂ% 1994

M&éﬁ& was for the firsi fime repre-

senled af this council meefing and
2 fof me %@ b@
the one fo represent the local As
cighion of Occupslionsl %@mpﬁ%&

z,is:-'r 8

legated from over 26 mer
couniries were pﬁ%@ﬁﬁ d these in
cluded Sri E&E‘k&& DwWe, M&E"
aysig, lialy, Canada, @Em&, Nigerie
and others.

This meeling i held every iwo
yesam and different couniries olier fo
host this event During this wesek
deﬁegaﬁ@s have the @g@mﬁum%y fo
learn more about the @mﬁém&g in
eﬁh@g‘ countries as well as a@@mm 8
belier understending of cross-
culfural &sp@@% mﬁl m’ap&@@%ﬁ@m
such as O e sarch end
other.

I was very inferesling fo nole that
despiie cultural differences the pro-
blems O.T's face are common world-
wide, yel each counfry has problems
specific fo ifs cullure and polifics.

%& ST @E id%ﬁ m&‘%’%ﬁ
various delegales is an enriching
process as one couniry cen seek help
from other couniries having similer
problerms.

During the council meefing in fact,
the delegaies spend two days in full
council - the firs end the last. The
other Hhuee @&% are spent parily in
cmm@zﬁ. and parfly i sub commif-
aes gmb commitiess are
E@gmﬁé on the second day of @@mmé

snd include educsfion, legislstion,
congress, pmie@%mn&ﬁ pmc%m@ and
publications commitiees. These func-
fion over & period of iwe y@@m undil
the next council meeting. Differend
delegeies choose a commitiee fo
work in snd my confribution will be
in the Education Commitiee for the
nexi two vears.

The 2lst council meeting will alwavs
be one of nofe in the history of the
MACT, since it was dﬁﬁn@ thie
guthering that the Malis association
was accepled as & full m of the
WFEOT after almost § years of associ-
asle membership. This was reslised
sffer both the conshifulion and the
awm&uﬁa&m were approved by

@m&mﬁ voled unanimo

fc be accepled as §u§§ members
{with incressing p&%@&ﬁ@%ﬁ@m @ﬁ&
adrenaline E@v&&f& Oncesa @mgmm@
is approved, the School's admi

tion must go fhrough & %@fnmmmﬁang
process and furn in 8 defeiled report
to WFOT every five years. This
pmvai ie crucial jo the profession
stefed in O.T. Wesk .&mﬁﬁ i4, 1994
vol. § No. I5 - %ﬁ@m@h@m&ﬁ stan-
dards for Q.. programmes should
prove io be even more crucis! in the
corming y’%m 8¢ more snd more
therapists sesk work ouiside their
home countries.”

On ending this arlicle [ would like
fo add that this was s very enriching
experience though a firing one. The
personal end professionsl confecls
mede will definitely help me give
B @%@mﬁm@mﬁ condribution in helping
associefion develop further ang
m@%@%@ our profession both on &
Netional and Infernational level.
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