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One of the requirements of Occupstional
Therapy Diploma Courses held by the nst-
tute of Health Care is the submission of a
Special Project in the form of & compre-
honsive case study.

This & not entirely new practice in the OT
educational field in Malla: studenis foliowing
sarly Department of Healh courses were
also required to produce a number of case
histories from different clinical sedtings as
well @as & Log Book which recorded thelr
clmcal work.

The recerit re introduction of Project Work

i O7T Courses molivates us to reflect on
e undisputed wvalidity and relovance to
raining.

Rationale

An individuals polential camnot be solely
gauged by his ability to reproduce text un-
der examination conditions. Clinical place-
ments, slthough seffectively the most ob-
vious means of bridgihg classwork with the
clinical application, may be conditioned by s
tondenoy  of studenis o foliow prevaling
convention without proper understanding of
ciual reatment.

The specisl prolects afford students the
opporiunity to produce thelr own work. it is
the right medium fo ascertain the lovel of
assimilation. creativity and insight In relelion
o the whole therapeutic prouss.

I should also motivate students to initisie

an objeciive validation and coriigus of resi-
ment methodology with  the stiendant ap-
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praisal of principies, procedurss and the in-
troduction of new lechnigues or aclivities.

All this shouid be ideally complimented by
a litersture ssarch of wide scope which will
roaden the student's vision, stimulating his
interest and informing him of new possibii-
ties of thinking and research.

implemeniation

Before 2 siudent can start work on & pro-
ject he has o present a wrillen proposal
of his intendsd case o the Board of Stu-
dies who in tum wil determine if this pro-
posal is foasible.

When the siudent's proposa s approved
by the Board he would be able io embark
on the main body of his work which en-
ialls the assessment and treatment of the
selected client.

Concurrently,  the student will elaboragie the
documentation of his cinical nisrvention,
finddng ® fo & supportive concepiual frame-
workl of pringliples and theory related to the
particular case solsciod.

A clinical supervisor is also assigned. His
role & to guide the siudent in trestment
programming and data cooliection. Later, the
supervisor will contribute in the assessment
of the project and the fingt marking. The
Project i assessed ihrough an Oral Presen-
taifon which will form 2 part of the Finagl

Comprehensive Exarmingiion.
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Seleciing clients and clinical supervisors for
sach student may have sublected OT de-
patrments, aleady
considerable sirain.

The continuity of treastment as well as con-
tact between students and clienis may not
have been idsal

Porsonnel, both in the clinical as well as
in the academic fieid could not have for-
seen all the eventusliies which this exercise
has hrought about.

However it can be confidently said that all
parfies involved have benefited iIn one way
or another, and this nitial effort has served
as a good isarning experience.

guite under-staffed, o
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A certain degree of bias could bs noted
both in the situdenis’ choice of cases and
in the body of texi they have produced.

A predominance of cases from the physical
ficld with a predilection for newology, parti-
culariy Stroke, was very evident Generally
students alse fended fo emphasise theory
to the dewriment of an in-depth considers-
tion of the cinical aspecis of thelr case.

With these oulcomes in mind, the Board of
Studies will be considering the amendment
to the Project Guidelines fo help direct stu-
dents towards a more clinically orientated
approach.
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