IL-KOKKA U L-BIES

Darba 1-Bies mal-Kokka ltaqa’;

qallha: “feju int sejra xbint?”

—se’ nqil (1) hawn ghax dalwaqt jisbah"
qaltlu “ss’ghid fejn sejjer int.”

“Jien se’ mmur indur” wegibha

“ma da’ n-nlawi, ma tafx kif...

nara nsibx xi tajr ghal snieni,

taf li jien tajra tal-htif...”

“Sejjer? stenn!... hia’ nghidlek kelma:
mur bis-sliema, u mitt elf gid,

jalla jilhiqek, tagbad xteqtek

tajr bir-rfus, minn koll ma trid;

biss nitolbok, bhala xbejjen

1il uliedi ma tmisshomx;”
“Ghidli, xbint, liem’huma wliedek
ghax af sew ma naglhirafthomx...”

“It-tfal tieghi, xejn titfixkel,

int taghrafhom: l-isbah tajr!

issa x'nghidlek?”—“Xejn!” wegibha,
waqt li hekk radditlu I-Hajr.

Ried ta' ragel johrog maghha :
qgal : “tajr ikrah jew sabih

kollu kun, (2) la kollu laham,
basta zaqqi nimla bih;
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ghalhekk huwa dar ghall-ikreh
li dags l-ishah sabu bnin;

kiel u ntela, mar fejn xbintu;
din xammitu : galtlu: “Xbin!

“Haw" gallh’ “alina ssa mlejnieha,
issa gejt nistrih ftit hdejk.”
“Phu! ma kontx nistenna minnek
x'mort ghamiltli, xbin, b'idejk !

inti qgtiltli Ll uliedi!”

“Lil uliedek?!” qallha “x’ghidt?”
“Inti gtiltli 1il uliedi!

li tbarrihom lili w'ghedt!”

“Afli, xhint, jien nahlifulek:
kieku fihom kien elf hajr,

ma kont qgatt jien nikser kelmti;
jlen ghamilt ghall-ikreh tajr!”

“Dawk 1i gbadt u kilt uliedi!"”
Wiegeb huwa minnufih

“jiena l-ikreh tajr dawk rajthom;
int ma ghedtx 11 wliedek shieh ?

“Jien mn-uliedi ishah ma nara”
wiegbet hi; u hu malajr

fiha gie i qawl ighallem :
“B'rixu biss jifrah kull tajr!”

(1) nqil = noqghod nistrii. Il-gherq hu qjiel — 1i hu
l-eghimil ewlieni u jfisser qighad qghad, gaghad qieglied,
qaghad jistrihi ; Ara: “Xi-n-hu jaghmel dil-habta Toni?—
jgil (qieghed ma jagiimel xejn) — Tini sitta j’omm!—Hawn,
dalwaqt; tqil (qeglida s-sitta; qeghida: lesta ghalik ; mill-
eghmil ewlieni johrog l-eghmil imnissel qajjel-jgajjel=dah-
hal jistrieh, dahhal jistriehu, dahhal ge’ magjel l-iktar in-
naghag ghar-rwieli fis-sajf.

(2) kollu kun =kollu wiehed. L-iktar 1i ghadhom ighid-
uha r-Rabtin.



