IL-BALLATA TAL-MARGERITA
Ta’ Ars. M. CassoLa {Ballita)

Tarratli, Tjura, nistax nalda fih:
Jekk tghid It jhobbut, wohhi jkun mistrieh.

Hekk dejjem thewden iz-zaghzugha Rita
Tssa 1 lmbbe u dahlet gharusa ;
Bejn zewgt iswaba' zzomm Hl-Margerita,
Thezzghelha (- tebaq wahda wahda u thusha,
E-bahh go qualbha hu mis-sema fisa’:
Fladd izjed hlz'(’fu, dak il-vojt jimlieh !

Tarrafli, fjura, nistax nafda fih:
Jekk tghid i jhobbni, mohhi jkun mistrieh.
ll-gnus gellieda Bil-mahbub serquli,
Minn art ﬂhdl art maghhom haduh jiggerra.
Biex isabbruni: “Jixraq hekk™, qaluli,
T oma’ kehrajn hu J]Ghll sehem fil-gwerra’’
Cig mobhhi nhoss (isu serrieq jisserra.
Nuhseh mutx jew ighixx u jikseb gieh,

. Tarratli, fjura, nistax nafda fih:
Jekk tghid b phobbni, mohhi jkun mistrieh.
Jekk jigi jmut jien izjed qatt nistabar
U hajti tteuwnn ghax galbi thun raiksara
Tindifen m]eghu A-istess him v qabar:
Qabama Zejna int. sabiba fjura!
IMilwaqt jekk ighix midrub, inkun mahqura
Narah hil- g]](‘hl.u minghajr dawl... bla dregh...

Tarrafli. fjura. nistax nafda fih
Jekk tghid 1i jhobbni, mohhi jkun mistrieh.

Int tista’ tharsu, Inti biss Mulejja!
Int biss tehilsu mill-mewt kiefra u kerha!
Aghimel Tt meta jigi lara hdejja
Jihqa” jurini limhabba Ti wera.
Jekk timut l-imhabba u jinsa kemm gera
Warajja; imsejkna, imsejkna jien qatigh!
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Tarratll, fjura, nistax nafda fih:
Jekk tghid 1i jhobbni, mohhi jkun mistrieh.

H-Margerita jien nitghaxxaq nara
Ghax qisha l-mera tax-xemx sbejha u shuna,
U tar-rebbiegha hi l-ewwel habbara :
Kif tidher hi t-tfajliet ibobbu annuna!
U huwa wkoll jien nahseb Ui jinduna:
Jibghatli bewsa (minn fejn hu) mar-rih?

Tarvafli, fjura, nistax nalda 6h:
Jekk tghid 1i jhobbni, ‘mohhi jkun mistrich.

Jien tifla lthia u ma nafx bi mhabba
Ghax biex wellditni, onuni wietet hija ;
Missier m’ghandix u jiena bqajt nitrabba
Mal-barranin sa mindu kont tarbija.
Ghalhekk hu bigs irid ikun ghalija,

U nalilef jien li qed nghix hiss ghalih!

Tarrabi, Nura, nistex pafda Al
Jekk tghid i jhobbni, mohhi jkun mistrieh.

. Lsmaghni, flura, widen aghti 'l talbi,
Diridek tghid jekk ihobbnix tassew ;

Jekk na tistqurrx, it sa tiksirli qatbi

U jienn zghoziti qishom holm jinhlew :
Darba kont smajt. l-ivgiel malajy jinsew.. ...
Tzda I wmahbubi jien qatt ma ningieh!

Tarrafli., fjura, nistax nalda il

Jekk tahid i jhobbni, mohhi jkun mistrieh.

Il-fjura tganglet. U ma bkietx wehidha
Meta bdiet tolfoq u twiegeb bid-dieqa :
Homargeriti xerrdu dmugh ta’ nida
Ghal duk i gralha dik Limsejkna hlieqa.

Tii tal is-sew dwar il-mahbub mixtieqa.
Hi kompliel tnezza’ dak il-fjur sabib,



Ir-MartI

Tarralli, ljura, nistax nafda fih:
Jekk tghid Ti jhobbnt, mohbi jkun mistrieh.

Fl-ghbhar din lissnet: “Pal-mahbub Limhabba
Bagghet bhal dejjem lejk kif inti tatha.
Hu bl-ahhar qatra demm tal qalbu tabba’
Ifjura ohira Dhalit U tahsibhiex xi hrafa
Jekk nghid 1i habbek dags t'ghajnejh il-habl uH
Issielet, habb u ghex w et u strieh!”

Tarvafli. {jura, vistax nafda filv:
Jokk tghid Ui jhobbui, mohhi jkun mistrich.

T-fjura ziedet: ““Miet ta’ ljun qalbient,
Hsiebu sa lahhar filinahbuba Rita.
B'hekk taf 1l miet! Kun af ukoll: miet hieni!
Ma tmutx iimhabbtu—Kkliem ta’ Margerita !
Int la tongsux: issolkta fit-tislita
lebsa tal-hagja... u itloly ghalih.”

Tarraflt, fjura, nistax nalda fih:
Jekk tehid li ]hobbnl mohhi jkun mistrieh.

Qalb Rita ntghafset. Rasha heddlet biha,
Wagghet mitlufa u tatha lmejt l-gharusa -
Kien l-ahhar waqt, dik kienet l-abhar siegha.
T-Margerita biss baqghet biex thusha !

(Qulb il-qurre] ukoll, aktarx maghtusa.
rug gabar Rita tixhet fjuri sbich),

Tarralt, ja fjura, setghetx tafda fih:
(rhedt 1lli jhobbha u mohha hu wmistrieh.

Jitghallmu z-zghazagh li jaqraw  dil-grajja
Wemm kbira lqawwa ta’ l-imhal )ba bnina.
Is-setgha taghha fuq il-mewt n l-hajja
Jilmhu £kull storja_bhalma hija dina!
Il-Margerita mahbuba u hanina -

. Ma tqurraq b'hadd! Kit inhu, is-Sew turih!



