Kafe Doppju ghat-Triq

Antonio Olivari

Jum bhall-ohrajn fi Triq Zakkarija |I-Belt Valletta. Il-Kon-Katidral ta’ San Gwann
fl-isfond. Turisti armati bil-kameras f'idejhom. Haddiema fil-maggorparti
taghhomtal-gvern. Avukatijew kriminali lkoll bil-glekk. Difficli tikkonkludimin
hu min. Xiresidenti wahdiet millifadaljogoghdu fl-inhawihergin u dehlin mill-
bibien. Kulhadd b'heffa, fi trigtu lejn l-impeniji, li dalghodu sparkjatlu dagstant
energija tant li geghlitu johrog mis-sodda. Ohrajn mexjin bil-lajma jharsu lejn
il-hwejjeg, zraben u arloggi fl-armaturi tal-hwienet. Xi nemmiesi ntefa’ wkoll
f'wahda mill-gallariji wara |-purtiera mnizzla. U tat-takeaway maghhom.

"Fiex nista' naqdik?”

Jistagsi Gorg il kull min jiegaf quddiem il-bank tal-gabbana fejn issibu
ta'kuljum. F'galbu jkun ged ikanta r-ritornell kollu tal-kanzunetta famuza tar-
Rage Against Society, maghrufin I-aktar bhala R.A.S. Jghid izda I-ahhar versett
biss ghall-korteZija. llissen il-kliem u minn barra I-gabbana |-ewwel jinstema’
biss lehnu jidwi. Imbaghad min gieghed hemm biex jixtri xi haga jinduna li
hemm proxxmu wara I-bank jiggebbed biex jitla’fuq il-platform. Jirrispondu
lkoll bilAna differenti.

“Two cheesecakes please!

“Ftira biz-zejt u Coke Zero!

*Aghmilli gassata u sausage roll”

"Kafe doppju ghat-trig Frans.”
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“Fadallek tnejn pizelli Joe?”

Apparti I-bank ghat-takeaway Gorg ghandu wkoll gisha togba — ghaliha trid
tinzel hames targiet mil-livell tat-triq - biex ikun jista'jghid lighandu iktar minn
takeaway. Bhal nghidu ahna coffee shop. Jisthajlux gieghed Amsterdam. Fiha
normalmentjinZlu jpogguerbatixjuh ibezilqu pastizz utazza te waral-quddies
uaktartardjasluxihaddiemabla aptitlijiltagghu ujaghmluhaman-nies. Ideali
biex tinheba minn wicc id-dinja. Hanut tal-kafé b'dekor stile pre-Beatles i xi
darba kien togba gol-hajt tort ta'xi bomba i tefghu f'xi wahda mill-gwerer i
sfatvittmataghhom il-Belt matul iz-zminijiet. Imbaghad wara lighadda kollox
il-Beltin makellhomxaptitjergghuisodduha u minflok wellewha. Minn dejjem
konna business-friendly. Ma nirrifjutawx gamh u hekk.

"Espresso please.

Jghidha proxxmu bil-galziet suppost iswed, ghalkemm ma tlumx lil min
jahsbu jkangi fil-griz. Qmis kulur celesti sa tixpakka. Xi haddiem tal-Gvern liilu
jilbes I-istess hwejjeg mit-Tnejn sal-Gimgha sa minn meta kien guvnott ghadu
jibda d-dinja tax-xoghol, bit-typewriter u telefon rotary dial fuq I-iskrivanija.
Issibu jkun dahal kmieni I-belt biex jilhaq isib jipparkja fejn irid gabel kulhadd.
L-istess procedura li trendi l-istess rizultat, ipperfezzjonata sal-ingas sekonda
fug medda ta’snin.

“Aghmillu ekspresso Cal”

lt-twegiba storbjuza ta'Gorg tkun diretta lil xi hadd li gieghed wara |-kwinti
go kantina mhux ventilata jahdem dags baghal. Proxxmu li jaghmel gurnata
jilga' l-ordnijiet u jissuplixxi kull haga li tintalab minnu minghajr ma jgerger.
L-eroj li gatt ma jinghata premijijiet.

"Aghmel wahda bajd u gobon. X'hobza trid hi? Ghandi panini, ftajjar,
sengwicc u bageé. Ejja trid majonejz sabih? Hass u tadam? Hass u tadam? Bzar
u melh? Bzar u melh?”

“Orange juice ghandek tal-hawh? Jekk le waddab ice-tea mela. Tal-hawh
xorta mela.”

*Agbad u hu mill-frigg sabih u ghidli x'hadt”

“Do you have napkin?”

"X'ghidt li ridt? Mocha frappuccino blended x'jahbat? Hawn te u kafe
naghmlu mhux dan-nejk’"

“Ewro u eighty. Ghandek ezatt?”
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Ix-xemx tisreg ghal sighat twalimma fuqTrig Zakkarija hanina. It-trig mhijiex
wiesgha. Meta traxxax ix-xita, izda, l-wisa’ma taghmilx differenza. U meta ma
tkunx mistennija tara n-nies f'paniku ta’ ghagla gisu daqq ir-rejd. Dan kollu
biex ma jharbtux nagra xagharhom. Jitfaccaw bejjiegha tal-umbrelel f'kull
kantuniera. Tal-haxix tisimghu min-naha |-ohra tat-triq f'litanija ta’ gaddisin
biex il-banana, t-tuffieh, patata u mandolin ma jigrilhom xejn. Jinstema'wkoll
I-eku tal-kitarrital-Music Shop lim'ghadux hemm u johrog gisuhoss ta'thaxwix
tal-karti mill-uffic¢ju li gabel kien tal-ETC. Eku ta'karti li kull wahda, xi darba,
kienet xoghol potenzjali ghal zghazagh li gabel I-internet kienu jgattghu
l-isbah sighat jiflu n-noticeboard, jaraw liema impjiegi jghoddu ghalihom, u
jiddeciedu ghal liema minnhom ser japplikaw. Zmien il-hagar il ma jinhassx
dagstant ‘il boghod. Kif m'ghandux nies Gorg jintefa'jipprattika |-idea tieghu
ta'flerting.

"Hu hsieb dik il-frenza sinjura ghax il-Princ¢ipal jigbidlek ... I-attenzjoni!

“Run baby or you'll wet yourself”

“Tridx tigi xi ftit wara I-bank Lilly sakemm tnaggas ix-xita?”

Jitfacca wkoll vann quddiem it-togba, bl-istorbju kollu li ggib maghha
vettura i tiftakar lil Mintoff Prim Ministru b'silencer li m'ghadux effettiv u
magna bis-sulluzzu tas-sakranazzi. Wasal Jeremy bix-xoghol, fis-sighat ristretti
li fihom jista'jidhol il-Belt f'din it-trig. Ghagla u panik ghax dan il-hin jghaddi
malajr u jispicca jlaggat ¢itazzjoni.

"Oww ooow OOOOOW!"

Dik hi I-hanxra ta’ Gorg li biha johrog jigri‘l barra — jagbez mill-platform -
biex jidderiegi lil tal-vann ghall-ahjar post fejn jipparkja. ll-horn jibda jdoqq
gisu Jeremy ragad fuqu. Gara li fejn Gorg ried lis-sewwieq jiddeffes, biex ma
jaghlagx it-trig, kien hemm turist b'videocamera jiffilmja I-fac¢ata tal-Kon-
Katidral u bilkemm induna b'li kien ghadde;.

"Ejja EJJA"

Jaghmelmossilijfissruimxi'l quddiem. zda s-sewwieq majistax minhabba
t-turist u allura dan jaghmel sinjal lura lil Gorg biex jghid lit-turist jersaq.
Fdaghdiha johorgu baragg ta’kliem pastaz u ghajjat.

“Zul min-nofs mister. Ejja m'ghandekx bzonn video sabih. The cathedral
will not move. Ejja a photo is enough”
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Jum iehor bhall-ofrajn fi Triq Zakkarija I-Belt Valletta. Il-Kon-Katidral ta’
San Gwann fl-isfond. Turisti, haddiema u xi residenti milli fadal jogqoghdu
I-Belt ilkoll mghagglin fi trigithom lejn I-impenji taghhom. Gorg jilmah tfajla
miexja ghall-affari taghha.

“Do you want me to ride you home sabiha?

32 Lehen il-Malti



