FORTIFIKAZZJONIJIET
F'BIRZEBBUGA

1. 1s-Sur ta’ Borg in-Nadur (c. 1450 Q.K.)

Borg in-Nadur jinsab madwar 200 jarda ‘1 boghod mill-
bahar (Grid Reference 574658) ! fuq promontorju tal-
franka fejn jiltaqghu z-zewg widien ta’ Dalam u Saptan
(Zambagq) 2. Ghalkemm illum nuzaw il-kelma Borg in-
Nadur biex ninkludu kemm is-Sur ta’ Zmien il-Bronz (c.
1450 Q.K.) kif ukoll it-Tempju ta’ Zzmien ir-Ram, din iktar
tkun flokha meta nuzawha ghal ta’ l-ewwel. 3 Fil-fatt 1-
isem Borg in-Nadur gej minn Zewg kelmiet Maltin
godma:- Borg tfisser gholja, jew munzell gebel u Nadur,
x’imkien fejn wiehed jista’ jara, jittawwal, ighasses.
Kemm f’Malta kif ukoll f’Ghawdex nsibu diversi postijiet

imsejhin “Nadur”.

Il-fortlﬂkazz_lonulet ta Borg m-Nadur ( c. 1450)

Is-Sur ta’ Borg in-Nadur huwa tip ta’ bini maghruf bhala
“Cyclopean” * u naraw ezempji tieghu f’gzejjer Mediter-
ranji ohra bhalma huma dawk Balearici, Sardinja u
Korsika. ¢ Il-hajt fortifikat jghaddi mix-xlokk ghall-majjis-
tral u fit-tramuntana tieghu, jdur lejn il-punent. Barra I-ftit
spazju ‘1 hawn u ‘1 hemm, wiched jista’ jilmhu ghal
madwar 60 metru, 1-gholi tieghu hu ta’ bejn wiehed u ichor
3.5sa4.5 metriuil-wisgha madwar 1.5 metri. Hu maghmul
minn hagar ta’ gies li jvarja bejn 2.20 metri u 0.7 metri,
imgieghed bla ebda tikhil jew lavur. Biex jirfed il-gebel il-
mimdud, insibu gebel wicqaf uzat bhala puntal.” I1-Fa¢cata
tas-Sur li hu maghmul f’ghamla ta’ nofs gamar thares lejn
il-tramuntana ulvant. Dan jiddefendi dik il-parti tal-gholja
li mhijiex difiza b’mod naturali. *

Fis-sena 1959, D.H. Trump sab xi fdaljiet ta’ zewg
griebeg ‘1 gewwa mis-sur u kkonkluda li dan 1-imkejjen
kien “a defended settlement”. * F’dawn il-griebeg instabu
fdalijiet ta’ fuklar, romblu u mehriez. I1-Professur Marga-
ret A. Murray fil-kiteb taghha fuq it-tiftix arkeologiku
f’Malta, “Excavations in Malta” taghti importanza
liz-zewg dahliet (nicec) fuq kull naha ta’ l-entratura li hi
ssostni li dawn kienu jservu ta’ “guard room”. °

Ghalkemm Borg in-Nadur ilu maghruf ma’ l-istorici

mhux hazin (G.F. Abela 1647), l-ewwel darba li s-sur
tnaddaf mit-terrapien u gie skavat kien fis-sena 1881 minn
A.A. Caruana.

. Hija nteressanti li wiehed jinnota li quddiem fejn xi
darba kien hemm id-dahla ghall-fortizza, jidhru raddi tar-
roti (Car Ruts) hergin ‘1 barra lejn il-wied. 12

2. Ghassa tad-Dejma (c. 1417 W.K.)

Il-perjodu Medjovali ta’ I-Istorja ta’ Malta (dak ta’ qabel
il-Migja tal-Kavallieri ta’ San Gwann - 1530 W.K.)
nistghu nqisuh bhala l-iktar perjodu ikrah u mudlam ta’ 1-
Istorja. Malta ghaddiet minn taht diversi saltniet u idejn
(sistema fewdali) bla hadd ma kien jaghti kaz tal-htigijiet
tal-popolin, anzi bostakienu dawk li staghnew minn fugha.

I1-Maltin kellhom jahsbu huma ghal gildhom u ghalhekk
twaqqfet id-dejma biex tharishom minn hafna perikli tal-
bahar kif ukoll mis-Saracini (furbani) li 1-inzul taghhom
f’artna kien ikun ta’ spiss. Tant saret importanti d-Dejma
(I-ghassa ta’ madwar il-kosta), li I-mexxejja tal-Maltin fl-
1416 laggmuha l-hitan tal-Gzira u talbu biex din
titqieghed mill-gdid taht il-harsien ta’ 1-Universita (Kun-
sill Popolari) minhabba l-abbuz li hafna bdew ihallsu
somom ta’ flus, biex jigu ezentati mill-ghassa b’kon-
segwenza, li meta kienu jidhru I-Furbani fi xtutna hadd ma
seta’ jzommhom milli jharbtu rhula shah. 13

Prom Pwﬂwv \
)‘t}j;s. ﬁ{f = \h‘ 7
o N
owitbn o -
; X Boi s i Bavar ‘g*,;g&f« &
Baadi B £ o P : f:;;‘?" e -

Hrren ;l’::w.g L {
v
‘;, D, e ‘;‘? ’

Pagna mill-“Quaderni Diversi” li turi r-roster tad-
Dejma ta' I-1417 (Bil-kortesija ta' I-Arkivju tal-
Katidral, Mdina)




Fis-sena ta’ wara, dik tal-1417 nsibu li d-Dejma kellha
24 ghassa '* tal-kosta madwar Malta, mghassa rego-
larment kull lejl tal-Gimgha (inkluzi 1-Hdud) minn tliet
suldati, wiehed minnhom normalment riekeb fuq ziemel.
L-ghassa kienet fuq sistema ta’ roster. ** Minn dawn 1-24
ghassa, 5 kienu qrib jew f’Birzebbuga. '

Dawn kienu:-

Lu gadir @9

Ras Juliana @7

Alu Minahc @®

Nadur Kelbe @9

Cabar garib @

Is-suldati 1i kienu jghassu f’dawn il-posti kienu
jintghazlu minn irhula grib, hekk 1i Lu gadir kellu 8 mill-
Gudja, 4 (Percopu jew Hal Kirkop) 4 (Axac jew Ghaxaq)
3 (Bizbud — Zejtun); Ras Juliana: 8 (Safi), 5 (Mgabba) u
3 (Millieri — Zurrieq); Alu minahe: 4 (Millieri), 9 (Zur-
rieq) 4 (Bubaqra); Nadur Kelba: 10 (Zurrieq) u 4 mill-
Gudja, fil-waqtli Qabar Gharib kellu4 suldati miz-Zurrieq
u 15 minn Lew u Qrendi #. Fuq dawn is-suldati kien ikun
hemm ir-"Riveditore” (Ufficcjal) biex jara li 1-ghassa ssir
tajjeb. Fir-Roster tal-1417 (1-unika,roster li turi fejn kienet
issir 1-ghassa u mhux l-irhula minn fejn jigu s-suldati)
insibu 1i Bernardu Galata kien jichu hsieb dak ta’ lu
Marnisi u Lu gadir, Johanni Fauzuni kien ir-"Riveditore”
ta’ Ras Juliana, Alu minahc u Nadur Kelbe, fil-waqt li
Danzu Chili kellu f’idejh dawk ta’ Cabar garib u Guardia
Xutu, 22

Fi zmien il-Kavallieri ta San Gwann (1530 — 1798) 1-
ghassa ta’ mal-kosta mid-Dejma baqghet ssir anzi kien
hemm zmien li din kellha 60 posta minhabba biza’ ta’
invazjoni mit-Torok (fosthom zdiedet dik ta’ Wied
Znuber). 2 Izda wara li kemm il-Gzira ta’ Malta kif ukoll
dik ta’ Ghawdex gew iffortifikati sew mill-Ordni, I-ghassa
tnaqqgset ghal tnax-il posta fosthom baqghet dik ta’ Ras
Juliana.? Sa sitt snin gabel it-tkec¢ija tal-Kavallieri minn
Malta, 1-ghassa f’Ras Juliana kienet ghada ssir; Gio Borg
nhar 1-14 ta’ Gunju 1792 talab lill-Ordni biex jidhol suldat
f’din il-ghassa. »

Fizmien l-istess Kavallieri, il-paga lill-ghases tal-Kosta
kienet kull xahrejn. Waqt li I-Universita tal-Belt Valletta
kienet tohrog 131 Skud u 8 Tari kull sena, dik ta’ 1-Imdina
kienet thallas 62 Skud u 4 Tari. Dawn kienu jmorru (barra
5 Skudi) kemm biex jithallsu 1-ghases tal-Kosta kif ukoll
biex jithallsu dawk ghassa fit-Torrijiet ta’ madwar il-
Kosta (ta’ De Redin). Peress li bejn1-10 ta’ Novembru u d-
9 ta’ Mejju (xhur tax-Xitwa) 1-ghassa ta’ mal-kosta ma
kinitx issir, dawn is-suldati ma kellhomx paga u kienu
jingdew bil-hames skudi li kien jifdal fil-Kaxxa. %

Il-paga kienet ta’ 2 Skudi fix-xahar. 7

RIFERENZI

1. Evans J.D.: The Prehistoric Antiques of the Maltese Is-
lands, The Ahtlone Press, 1971 p. 229.

3 Thidp,7
3.  Thidp.7
4.  Zahra Walter: Storja taz-Zejtun u I-inhawi tieghu, Veritas

Press, 1978 p. 6.
3, Evans J.D. p. 229.

= \O o

1.
12.

13.

14.

15,

16.

17.

18.

19;
20.

21

22.

23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

Zammit Vincent: Maltese Fortifications (Civilization), -
PEG Ltd., 1984 p. 23.

Mayr A.; Die Vorgeschichtlichen Denkmiler Von, Malta,
Konigl Academic 1901 (J. Roth) p.p. 100-101. Dan il-
ktieb gie tradott mill-lingwa Germaniza ghall-Ingliz minn
Princess Louis of Battenburg.

Evnas J.D. p. 15

Mayr A. p.p. 61-65.

Evans I.D. p. 15

Times of Malta No. 7431 of 28th July 1959, p. 12 up. 16.
Murray Margaret A.: Excavations in Malta Part II, K.
Liebel, Wyman & Son (Vienna - London), 1923-1929, p.
25,

Evans J.D. p. 7.

Trump D.H.: Malta:- An Archaeological Guide, Faber &
Faber Ltd., 1972 p. 84.

Giambruno S. e Genuardi L.: Capitoli Enediti della Citta
Demaniali di Sicilia— Vol I 1918 p. 337. It-talba saret lil
Johanni, it-tieni tifel tar-Re Ferdinandu ta’ Aragona nhar
il-11 ta’ Frar 1416 IX Ind. f’Katanja. Il-mexxejja tal-
Maltin kienu:- Antoni Falzuni Bartholomeu de Chilonau
Toanni Viglera dictu bontempu flimkien ma’ Aloysi de
Pluzasco u Antoni Baguni, ambaxxaturi.

Arkivju tal-Katidral, Mdina: Quaderni Diversi, No. 4 u
transkritt minn Godfrey Wettinger f"The Armed Forces of
Malta Journal” Nru. 32 (October 1979) p.p. 31-41.
Wettinger Godfrey: The Militia Roster of Watch Duties of
1417 (The Armed Forces of Malta Journal Nru.32) Octo-
ber 1979 p. 27.

Ghadir San Gorg fil-bajja ta’ San Gorg, Birzebbuga.
Abela G.F.: Della Descrittioni di Maltap. 60 —S. Giorgio.
Bibjoteka Nazzjonali ta’ Malta: Libr. 139 f. 100: “Visi-
tavit Ecclesia rurales sub vocabula Sti Georgii constu in
loco dicto Gadir.

Ras Juliana (Giuliana):- Guardia Marina ta’ Benissa o Sia
Ras Giulino: Arkivju ta’ 1-Ordni ta’ Malta, 1058 f. 160.
Abela Fra. Gio. Fran.: Della Descrittioni di Malta p. 60 —
Melleha. Post qrib is-salini tal-Melh ta’ Wied il-Buni
(Kalafrana) fuqg mappi moderni. (Ara Wettinger Godfrey:
The Militia List of 1417 p. 28).

Nadur Kelba (Abela: Naduril-Kelba). Post grib Benghisa.
Qabar Gharib qrib Ghar Hasan (qrib Torri Wardija): Wet-
tinger p. 28. F’A.O.M. 1063: Uardia o Sia Chalp il-harip.
Dan il-post jinstab izjed qrib Wied iz-Zurrieq milli Ghar
Hasan.

Wettinger Godfrey: The Militia Roster of Watch Duties
1417, p. %9.

Wettinger Godfrey: The Militia List of 1419-20, a new
starting point for the study of Malta’s population. Melita
Historica V. No.2 (1969) p.p. 80-105. Hafna mill-ismijiet
li jidhru fil-Militia List tal-1419-20 jidhru wkoll f’dik ta’
c. 1417.

Wettinger Godfrey: The Militia Roster of Watch Duties
1417, p.p. 39-40

Abela Gio. Fran., p. 60

A.O.M. 1052.

A.OM. 1063 f. 171

A.O.M. 1052 u 1058

A.O.M. 1052 £. 90

A.O.M. 1052, din kellha 3 suldati.

Wismayer J.M.: The history of the King’s Own Malta
Regiment and the Armed Forces of the Order of St. John:
Valletta, Said International, 1989 p. 50.

Michael Balzia




