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IL-PALE MALTI

Ta H. Born, O.7.

JAF kulhadd 1i x-xejra I Da [-Malii minn xi hamsa u ghoxrin
sena ‘1 hawn hija kbire u, ghalkemm kbir kien it-tfixkil,
il-lum bdejna naraw li Z-Zer-iegha 1 nzerghet ’dawk iZz-zmeni-
jiet mhux biss xettler Jmma tatna sigar u frort 1i bihom nin-
sabu mkabbrin.  Dehru kotba ta’ poezija u proza 1t jixirgil-
hom joqoghdu Pdemn kotha mithugha b'ilsna ohrajn bla misthija
ta’ xejn; rajna Zebazagh 1 hassew i kellhom biex jiftahru L
ghandhom isien sahih Il jista’ jfisser hsibijiethom b’kitba mir-
quIma 1 armonjuza,

Dehret ukoll il-kithe tal-pe:k, imma hawn jinhtieg nistqar-
ru I ghadna fiit lure. Ma jmissux kien hekk ghaliex jekk hawn
xi kitha N tista’ thajrek biex tidhol ghaliha hija sewwa sew
-kithe ghall-palk: kittieb ta’ poeziji jista’ jagta’ qalbu ghax
jibza’ Ii mhux kvlhadd huwa mxengel lejn dik is-sura ta’ kitba ;
kittieb tal-proza ]'i%"ﬂ’ jwahhal f'mohhu li mbux sa jsib nies
bizzejjed 1i jhobbu l-qari. Imme min jikteb ghall-palk jaf taj-
jeb 1 Lkitha tieghu sa :igi mismugha minn swali mizghundin
bin-nies.  Jaf taj 'eb i Llum 1i hawn bosta kumpanniji i buma,
ghatxana ghal lmb ¢dida, 1x-xoghol tieghu jekk ikun tajjeb,
mala] jinhataf. Mela den ifisser h 1-kitha Ohall palk, jekk mhux
izjed minn kitba ohra, imissha mxiet ’il quddlem dagsha.

Niftiehmu sewwa., Xi kitba tal-palk tidher sikwit. Imma
mhux kull kitba tal-palk jixirqilha dan l-isem. Hemm kumpan-
niji i qeghdin iduru g¢hal subghajhom bhall-garnita u jfittxu
d-dvemmi u  I-farsi antiki, v hemm ohrajn li sikwit qeghdin
isemmghuna xoghlijiet miktubin ta’ malajr u bil-ghagla u b fit-
tfassila letterarja taghhom jistghu jitqiesn ma’ dawk i kienu
jinkithu xi hamsin sena 'ilu_ Imhmba f’hekk, in-nies i tmur
tisma’, mhux biss qieghda ZZomm ruhha marbuta ma’ dik is-
sura ta’ kitha qadima, imma x’aktarx ma tifhemx u fmaqdar
xoghlijiet 1 jixirqu hz-zmien tal-lum.

Ma mdm mwaqqghu fit-tajn dak 1 nkiteb qabel. Xe]n
minn dan. Gie li deher xoghol Malti dhall palk 1i ghadu jin-
stamea’ :\‘a])ih Qal lum. Imma jinhtieg mfhmuha i fil- m1X]a tal-
letteratura kollox jimxi fliml kien 1, ,ekk imxiet il-poezija u 1-
proza, id ’id maghhom ghandha WkOH timxi l-kitha tal-palk.
Dawk I kitbu dari, kieku kienu johixu fiz-Zmenijiet taghna,
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[i-PaLx Mawvri

kienu jkunu lewwel nles li jifhmu dil-haga u kienu jaghtuna
soghlipret I jisirgu lletieratura Maliija tal-luns.

Issib min ighidlek i huma n-nies i jmexzuk fl-kitha, Jekk
tridhoin jigu jisunghulk teid tara x"joghgobhomn u x'ma joghgob-
homx v wmbaghad waghunom biss dak i jbobbu huma. Ma
ghanduiex xi nghidu, dan huwa kollu minnu. Imma mhux sa
burra. Iridu jlkunu wkoli il-kittieba 11 b'sabar kbir u b’rieda
gawwija, hwarrbu dak i hu hazin u, fut fut, jerfghu l-mohh
te-poptu mill-giegha I xi drabi jkun jinsab fugha. Jekk jisim-
giu -lu oopsimghe ghada, jibdew biex widnejhom tidra I
niewwa u bgawwa tul-letteratura tal-lum u jasal Zmien mets
ma jkunux inda jafu bhagohra,

Ta” min izowm guddiem ghajuejh I kitba tal-paik hazina
tista’ ttellef mhux biss dik It huja toghma tal-palk 1mama wkoll
xejriet ' kitba ohra.  Ghalhekk huwa dmir fal-kittieba tal-
lum i jquinu min-neghsa O huma fiha u, b'rieda gawwija ma
jdggbu guit 1 jiktbu ghall-palk xoghiijict li ma jixirqux lill-
kithy waghhom f'ferghat olirajn. Ariijiet ohra kellhom it-tfixkil
I ghandna abna l-lum, ghaddew mill-stess ilma taghna, tmma
wastu {ejn kellhom jaslu.  Dan nistghu naghmluh ahna wkoll.
Buli ahna ¢kejknin, jista’ jkun I jkollna nithabtu aktar; imma
l-um jew ghada naslu.

LImma mbux biss il-kitieba jridu jkunu. Jinhtieg U jkun
bhemu min jaghmlilhom il-qulb.  Jistghu jsivu aktar konkorsi
meli saru s"wse. Ghax nghiduha kif inhi: konkors isirlek kull
mite sena u terga’ u tghid mhux dejjem jitmexxa tajjeb bizzej-
jed biex thajrek.  Il-koukorsi jinhtieg L jsiru ta’ sikwit u sewwa
u ssir hidma qaww. ju biex jingibed interess fughom mhux minn
win jidhol ghall-konkorst bis< Imma minn kulhadd. Nghajtu
aktar biex inbighu izjed,

U mibaghad Tagohira wholl, Xejn ma hemun i jfixkel xo-
ghol letierarju akiar milli weta jingara hazin. Billi jkun lette-
rarju dejjem, Lt jew wisq, ikun itgal minn xoghol iehor u ghal-
Lekk. bejn it-toqol deghu u bejn 1i jingara hazin u xi drabi
bla hajje, min jisma’ xejn ma jingibed lejh. Kitha tal-palk
tajba (u ma’ din nghoddu r-redio piays), jinfitieg 11 jintelqu
["idejn l-uhjar nies li bil-hile taghhom ikunu jistghu jfissru hsieb
il-kitvieb bis-sentha kollha u b'dawk l-ilwien i minghajrhom
tiksah u iibqa’ biered.
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Min jagleb  ghall-Macti kiba tal-palk barranija xejn ma
ghandu ghax jahseb I ma jkunx ged jaghmel xoghol siewi, Ikun
g'eghed jaghunel hidia tassew kbua., Wisq aktar abjar minn
dawk i kull darba jduwiw mal-lewza u jaghtuna dejjem l-istess
haga D’libsa ohra, min jugleb xoghlijiet burranin ghall-Malti
jkun giegbed ifchemua bl-iisien taghna kit hasbu mhuh kbar
i fabhrithom id-dinfe kollha, Kemm sa ndumu nidhku bil-
missier x.h 1 binte jew ibnu jridu jitgharrsu bil-mohbi, u bl-
inoranza ezagerata tes-seftar ? Dil-qofla tielgha u obva niezly jridu
jinqetehu w nibdew nimirbu i hsibijiet godda miktubin ghan-
nies ['sura ~abtha u li tsun tixraq lil-letteratura tal-lum.



