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ll-imbabba ma sibt kenn!™

~ Lil-Ghasfur Ighanni (Ruzar Brifia),

ATTLU  corma wahda jidbku kemm jifitha, daru dawra
ﬁﬂejt‘ madwaru, bil-werre] ta’ jdejhom miftuh lejii biex
hadd ma. jiifixel ghal min iridu |ghldu u b’lehen gholi kemm
jista’ jkuon, qu/u erhat ﬂuq f’daqqa, “‘Ara \g’hamluln fil-
hagalja !’

Hu. wiegal f{'nofshom, idawwar harstu minn wi¢¢ ghall-
iehor, ghajnejh mifxulin, ma gharafx kif igib ruha,

Biex bhallikieku jistednuni nkompli maghhom u ntieghem
mill-ghors 1i kienu fih, resqu tnejn minn sh'ﬂm fugi u wagt li
bilkemm ma- thajrax JQ@BdeU)i mill-komma “halli jfehmuni
ahjar 1i bhallikieku jehtiegli nqum minn dak in-naghas 1i huma
sthajjluni rawni fih u noqghod nithenna maghhom, qabdu
jehajtu Uwidnejja flimkien: ‘“‘Ara x’ghamlulu fil-bagalja !
Tmlewhielu hmieg ! Tmlewhielu, imlewhielu.”

GGhal dal- ]\hem infexxu jidhkn aktar minn qabel dahk
ighajjat.

Izda dak il wiehed. bil-wieqfa kiebi fin-nofs tal- ghoqda,
baqa’ gisu ma jistax jiftah halqu biex ihares lilu nnifsu mid-
dahk u I-ghajat ta’ shabu. :

Id-dahk, l-ghajat w l-hamba mhux biss ma “aqﬁtx, izda

“bqija Ii ma kinux . jafu x'inqala’, ziedu, fil-ghoqda tac-corma,
Idha}at u d-dahk, ffhalkemm hil-kemm il.kemm Kienu jafu
sewwa x’inqala’ u_shabhom hiex kienn sewwn sew qeghdm
jidhku, e

‘T7da l-fiera htegilha tmtemm u htegilha tmtemm fil-wagqt.

“CGrewwa lkoll,’” ghajjatt.

B’idejja frogt lil dawk il-mnieghel quhx a ffbldt fil-genh
ghall-wens il dak 1i kienu jduru mleﬂhu

Kif hassewni gej, dawk IPﬂT*ﬁelen rgitéaw bhal auqgrajq
chal posthom fil-kamra, u fkemm  trodd salib Waxqa s-skiet,
wzcchom imdawway: le]]a halli jaraw biex ‘hiereg. - .

“Ifthu I-kotha, -Araw : hawn. ﬂmx-xochol ‘tridu- 'taghmluh
Tekk jinstama’ hoss wiehed hiss. 1anqaq wiehed, h'raskom
idar.”” I S .
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Meddew 0h011qhom bhal hrief ghax jafu li jahbtu hazin
jekk pzmrdqw ghollu ghajnejhom il fuq: u ghax kienu jafu
fil-qalh ta’ qalbhom i ¢hal dak l-istorbpu li crhamlu kien hag-
(thom min jaghmel crhahhom

U kif ‘nt i kollox kien sew n waqa’ s-skiet, gbidt magen-
bi 1l dak it-tifel i daru m ieghu n stagsejtu :

CGhdli; 'gara?”’

“Xejn.”"

“Kif xem?”

“Qabdu jidhku bija.”’

“Kollox sew, (thala? Fughiex?”’

(thainejh bhal therrqu n hjut kohol feggew fuq wicéu.

Ghadirtu. Ridt naghmillu l-galb ghax deher bhal ghajjien
a 1 ma riedx juri x’ingalaghtu.

Biex kliemna jibga’ bejnietna, ghidtiu :

“Ara, hadd ma hu ser jisimghek. Inti dur wicéek lejja:
aghtihom dahrek lil shabek, u ma jisimghukx.’

Kliemi ghoghu ghax mal-evewel thmel li tlabtu.

U rgajt \taq@e]fu

“(hidli, x’gara?"’

“Grhamluli l-hmieg”

“Hmieg! Xi hmieg hu?”

“Hmieg... hmi... hmieg...

“Kollox sew, hrmeg hu x’inhu. Fejn ghamlvhuolek?”’

“Fil-bagalja tieghi.”’

“Min O'Txamllhulek dal- hmxeg?”

“1- lavrantl
o ‘“‘IlMavranti! x’lavranti huma?"’

““SBhabi fejn nahdem.”” ‘

“‘Stenna, tghagsilx. T-ewwelnett, int kont taf bih 1i
ghamlulek il-hmieg fil-bagalja ?"”’

‘BLeqq.’!

“Mela kif sirt taf?"’

“Ghax kif kont diebel hawn. wiehed gie jiftahli l-bagalja
biex 1wqqqagh11 kollox fl-art... u... Waqqghuh -bagalja fl-art,
fethuhieli...

B ‘g_] shabek raw il-bagalia mimlija himieg, hux hekk ?*’

& V8. 141

“Meta ghamlulek dan kollu l-lavranti?"

*“Dal-ghodu.”’ W
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U Dal-ghodu ! Int feinr mort dal-ghodu?”’

“-forn tat-"Twila’.  Ghax jien nahdem ma tal-forn fil-
ghodu, 1"'nofs in-nhar u fil-ghaxija.” :

CRuljum dan?”

Ruljum. T fil-ghaxija ndum l-aktar, ghax ghand:
hemm sa xi d-disgha ta’ bil-lejl.”

“U fil-ghodu?”

“Timmur ghandu mis-sebgha.’

“Foofs in-nhar?"

“Fnofs m-nhar immur fHt.

“Thallsek 27

“lva.

“ll-paga ghal min hi?”

“(thal ommi."”

Chidl It kemmi-il sena ghanlek cew 2

“{thadnit kemm ghadag teenpe

“U huatek ghandek?

“Tva.”

CKemm?

“Sebgha ohval”

Mela bik tinienja?”

Tva. -bierahthala chavionidna fahbar wahda ”

STssa, ghidli foit, int il-gnngha koltha trour chax xogho!?”

Tra, imbarra -Hadd. -

C B add femn tohaddiehn?”

Cla-dar’

“Xi talkies, x'imkien ma tmurx?”’

e ma mmuarx. Xi dagoger forsi mmuar.””

“Nela, <'toqghod taghmel? Inghid jien, il-Hadd wara 10f<
in-nhar jew fil-ghaxija fejn toqghod? X’taghmel ?”

"“Ta-dar norqod.”

CTistrieh mill-gheja?”

“Tva.”

“Dak 1i s¢ib l-ahjar. nis hajel, hos?

Iva, jew nogghod ghassa na® huti &

“U huk ta’ warajk, tifel jew iifla®”

]

““Bhali.”
“Bil-haqq. dak ta’ waraik, challi 1t jkan jahden akoll?”
“Tva.”’

“Ma' min?
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MMatalgfielfl”

o mieghu?”

NI Hin. Ghax gabel ma kien hu, koot jree noaeghu.

Ui YT

Jieny qab.i kont nahdem ma’ tal-glficl mbaghad pen it
ixt nahdem ma baddichor, siby Ll dan -0 nn uoien nort
ghand tal-Torn. « hija gie ahdmn ghand tal-gfiel e

“issa ghadu th(k m a tal-qfiel?”

VIva.”

(Ghidli ghax inseji: kemm-il seua ghan ek

"T'mienja maghluga.’ :

U bk, i\cmm mtom abhhwa? ”

“L'mienja.
" Rollha subien?”

“lieqq: hemm xi thieta bnier.”

U HI xCinhi, smaghni sew. fssa, dwar dil-buzullotty 1 1-la-
veanti., o bil-haqy, i-laveanti kbar?”

“Iva, guvintar kbar.”

“Ara, Labjar B otaghmel 1d I tuethom i ma tebux ghalik.
Tpaxxthomyx : tinkeddx.””

Iva.”’ C e ; P

“Hoggost rid taghael ! Htjeglek "midd ghougok u tgiddem
hi snienek fiz-zmien li filk bilkerum bexxaqt ghajnejlk. Htieglek
tiekol mill-kvievet mian chkunitek. Trid titghallem tigdem ilsie-
nek uw zzomm hoa d-dnnigh minn issa, u ghal dan kollu tmidd

hm]«,o]\ bhal huar gwejjed.  Ghalkemm tfal trid igéih ruhek
o wwh@d kbir. Smajtm ?”
“Iva.”

“Mela, ava, fkelma wahda aghmel ta® bilruhek U gisu ma
éralek xejn. Lil shabek tghidilhom xejn Jekk xi hadd ikellmek,
«hid hili, halli niehu hsiebu jien U meta tmur fug ix-soghol.
sib Jill-imghallem w ghidhe b'H ghamlulek. Tahseb xejn. jagber,
ohalik., Phimt?”

“TVd ”

“Tesa mur [ postok.”’
Grhal dal-Kliem. wicén dehier ahjar minn qabel, u deherhi
il fegget thissima — jekk wara kollox tista’ ssejhilha hekk.
U kutu kutu mar qaghad bil-qieghda ' postu.

U qehadt ghal ftit  inhaves lejn dik il-gemgha bfal_sektin

medhijin fuq  wxoghlthom.  Ttit ila kienu mdawrin  qaqoééa
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wahdy jidhku u jughmlu storbju shih b'wiehed minn shabhom.
Ftakart, bla ma ridt, meta jum fost l-ohrajn smajt hafnag ghajat
f'gallinar tat-tigieg 1 fih kien hemm jitrabbew xi erba’ béie-
Gen. Mets mort nara fugiex kienet dik il-hambs kollha, insib
lill-gallinar kolln mdawwar madwar beééun, u kulhadd inagqar
fih. Fost gabda tferfir ta’ gwiewsl, dwak it-tjur kienu gegh-
din fl-akbar ghors inaqqri &' tet fil-beééun li ghalkemm nofsu
haj, ghajnejh imberrqa, lsienn iilheg. sidru $iela’ n niegel, kellu
nofs gismu mikul.

Mur ghidilhom hl dawk iz-zghar ma jahsbuhiex, ghaliex
xi erbat ijiem gabel kont rajt il dak 1i f#it ilu kienu = geghdin
jzzufjettaw bih, ghaddej hafi jghaggel minn taht il tahf ta’
trig, b’ilbies hafif iméappsin bi dbabar bojod bhallikicku ta’
dgiq! Bewwa ghaddhiell minn mohhi dik il-lejla,.

Tabilhaqq I J-hmar il-maghkur idur ghalih id-dubbien..



