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Tr,' ANTON AGIUS 

,··f•'l~lmhabba m:t sibt kenn!" 

Liii·Ghasfur lghanni (Huzar Hrifl':\l. 

D."~~l:l' c·orrna wal.Hla jidhku .k:rn:11 JifillJ\1, daru. da\:Ta 
, . '1[le]t , 1.nachvaru, , ]JJl-wrlTl'.J ta .Jdejhom 1mftut1 le]h b1ex 

'tradR ma. jilifixd gll.al min iridu jghidb, u b'lenen gholi kem1n 
jista' jknn, qnbzn Nhn t ihluq f' daqqa, "Ara x' gnamlnlu fil. 
bagalja ~" 

Hu. '.Viegaf f'nofshom, idaw1Yar t1arstu minn wiN· ghall­
ietlor, grutjnejt1 mifxulin, ma g·t1arafx kif ig·ib ruhu. 

Biex bhallikieku jistednuni nkompli maghhom u 11tie.ghem 
mill-gl10rs li kienn fill, ~·esqu tnej11 minn sliabu fuqi u waqt li 
bilkemrn · nta· thajrux , i~el:ibduni mill-komnia · halli jfehmuni 
nhjar li bnallikiekn je'!Hiegli nqum minn dak in-naghas li huma 
.-=ithajjlum rawni fih u noqghod nithenna maghhom, qabdu 
.]gl1ajtu ~·'widnejja flimkien : "Ara x' ghamlulu fil-bagalja : 
T mlewhielt1 lnnieg· : Tmlewhieht. imlewhielu." 

Gtml ital-ldiem ·,nfexs:n jiitnkn aktar mmn qa bel dank 
ighajjat. 

Hda dak il wiehed. bil-wieqfa kiebi fin-nofs tal-ghoqda. 
baqa' qisu ma jif'ltax jiftali t1a.lqu biex ihares lilu nnifsu mid­
rlatlk u 1-gns,jat ta' sha.bu. 

Td-dalik, 1-ghajat u 1-hamba mhux biss rna •raqfitx, izda 
1-bqija li ma kinux jafu x'inqala', ziedu, fil-glioqda tae-c'Ol'ma, 
l-gl1ajat u d-dahk, g11alkemm bil-kemm il-kemm kienu jafu 
sewwa X' inqa ]a' ll . snap]!Ol11 hi eX kienl'l SCWW'l, Sr:'W qegnoin 
jiilnku. .. . .. . 

Izda 1-fiera htegilhn tintemm u ntegilha tintemm fil-waqt. 
"Gewwa lkoll," gnajjatt. 
B'idejja froqt lil dawk il-mniegnel qrihi, ·u gbidt 111-genh 

gnall-wen::; lil dak li kienn jduru miegnu. 
Kif nassewni gej. r1awk 1-egnfieren z.1:dccaw bnal ,1uqrajq 

glial posthom fil-h:amra, . u f'kemrn trodd salib W3Jqa' s-Rkiet. 
wicchom imdawwa11;Jejja 'hal!i jaraw bie~ hiereg. 

"Ifthu 1-kotha,>l\ra,..w : }lawn. :0ax-xoghot tr:i(}u- ta;gnmluh . 
. Tekk jinRtarnf1' nosR wiet1ed hiss. lanqas wiebed, h'raskom 
idur." 
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. lVIeddew gnouqhom bhal tn·ief ghax jafu li jahb~u n~zin 
jekk jazzardaw jgt1olln gt1ajnejhom il fuq : u gnax k1enu ]afu 
f1j-qalh la" qalbhom ji gt1al dak l-i"torbju li gt1amlu kien naq­
qhom min jaghmel gnalihom. 

t: kif ra.it li lwllox kien se\\' n waqa' s-skiet., gbidt magen-
hi lil dal\ it-til\,] li dan1 n1iegl111 '1 staqsejtu: 

'"(Hiidli; x'gara?'' 
''Xejn.'' . 
'"Kif xejn ?" 
'"Qabdn jidt1ku hija." 
· 'Kollox srw, (lhala? Fuqhiex ?'' 
CHw!nejh bt1r1l thrrrqu u I1jut kohol feggmv fuq wiccu. 
0H1arlirtu. Hir1t nagf11nilln 1-galb ghax deher bnal ghajjien 

11 li ma riuch jnri x'inqalaghln. 
Biex kliemnn jihqa' hejnietna, ghidtln : 
"Ara, hadd ma lm ser jisimgnek. Inti dur wiccek lejja: 

a.£thtihom d::~.hrd\ lil shabek, u ln[L jisimghukx." 
Kliemi glwghu gliax mnl-ewwel ghamel li tlabtu. 
U rgajt i\taqsejtu : 
"Ghidli, x'gara ?" 
''Ghamluli 1-hmieg'' 
''Hmieg ! Xi hmieg hu ?'' 
"Hmieg ... t1mi. .. hmieg ... " 
"Kollox sew, hmieg: hn x'inhu. Fejn ghamluhulek?" 
"Fil-bagalja tieghi." 
"Min ghamilhulek dal-hmieg?" 
"Il-lavranti." 
"Il-lavranti ! x'lavranti hum a?" 
"Shabi fejn na'l'ldell:\." 
"Stenna, tghaggilX. L-ewwelnett, int kont taf bih li 

g-Iwmlulek il-hmieg- fil-bagalja ?" 
"L·eqq." 
"Mela kif ~iit taf?" 

. "_Ghax kif. kont dienel hawn. wiehed gie jifta.b.li 1-bagslja 
b1ex I:Va~N~fnh kollox fl-art ... u ... waqqgbuli l-bagalja fl..art. 
fethuh1eh... , 

".U sbabek raw il-bagalja mimlija hmieg, hux b.ekk?" 
'"Iva.'' · 
"·Meta ghamlulek clan kollu 1-lavranti ?" 
"Dal-gnodu." 11 
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·· Dal-gltodu ~ lnt f('itl mort d:±l-ghodu ?" 
"ll-1'01'11 tnt-' 'l\da'. n hnx jien natlilem ma tal-fon fil­

gltudu, t'nof" in-nhar n lil-gt1axija. '' 
"I\.ul:jun1 11nn?'' 
· ·l\uljum. l111llLl !il-ghaxija ndum 1-aktar, ghax ghand1 

!temm sa xi d-di"gha ta · bil-lejl. '• 
· · U fil-ghoclu ?' · 
''lmmnr ghanclu tnis-"ebglia.'' 
"F'nofs in-nltar?'' 
"F'nofs in-nhar immur rtit. ·· 
'' Thrdlsek 0 ' • 

'·Tva." 
'·fl-paga ghal min lti-.>'' 
· · (i !lrtl ommi.' · 
''(;lJjt]]j ftit: kt•mm-i[ 't'llH .~·!~>Ull•k "P\1;'?" 

"\+iiadni kemm gh:t!nq tm: '1'!'1 

'· (T hutt•k ghanrk·k?' 
"Int." 
·'Kemm-:·· 
"::-;eh;.d1n ohm.·· 
':\Irln hik l!niPttja'J'· 
·T,-<t. 11-hin<thtlula :.:'i~<ll!lltl.dna 1-cJJJl••u· w·.thda ·· 

"h,..a. f.;'ltidli !'tit, int il-;'1 1tngli:1 knllhn t11111r cclw~:-:.•JI-!h0 1 'J' 
·La. imbnlTn 1-lln.Jd. · 
'J>Il:Hld fejn t~hn.tlrlif• 1 :·l:•·· 
· 1 ll-llar" 
"Xi talkies. x'imkien rna. tmurx?" 
·I .1·. llla mmurx. Xi tl::HJ•pel forsi mnmr. •· 

·'\IJ>Ia. x'tor1ghorl taglim.·l? I11g'l\id jien, il-Harld 'Y'Irn 1 'lf~ 
in-nhar je\'i· fil-ghaxija fejn toqgfiod? X'tag-hmel ?" 

· 'Ili-dar norqod.'' 
· ''T'hil'i,~h mill-g·heja?'' 
''Tva.'' 
"Dak li ""ih l-al1jar. nis nf!,del, hux9'' 
'lvn, je\Y noqgl1or1 g-t1ass<1 Ht'l' hmi .. 
'T t1l1k ta· warajk, tifpl few ;ifh"'" 
· 'Btmli." 
"Bil-t1aqq. tl:ik in' wnndk .. ~nalli '""l' 1knn jnt1dern ukt11l?" 
'"Iva.'' 
"Ma' min?•" 



.. }lu · ·,al-<Jfi~..:f. ·' 
'llu mic~gf1U'? .. 
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· .\i tti,, (;hnx qalwl mn k1<·n lm, lwnt 1t.·,• ,,,,,gl!u . 
. '1\.i ·.)' . 
".Jit·na qaiJ.i kollt 1mhdcm ma· tal-qt'1:.'1·. ·:IIlb<Igh:ld j:t·II 1'1',. 

1 \\ wd1deiu nm' lmddit·ho··, sil1t Iii d<Ut tl.• !~·n. u :1e11 lllOl't 

;.;hand taL-rum. 11 bija gie jabJen1 ght1nd tal-qfid· '? 
"J-.;,.,a ghadu jahckm lila· ta 1-qfit•lf' 
"Iva." 
"(i!Iidli ghax iuc,ejt: kt·!1litt-il ".·•ia glt:tt' ;,.k .... 

· ··Tmieuju maghluqa. ·· 
· ·r· bik. kenun intunt altwa :J · 
··Trnienja. · · 
· '1\ollha ,:.ubir:n·?' · 
"Leyq: bemm xi Jivta l.lllit•\." 
"Hi x'inbi. ismaghni ~ew. lssa. tlwar dil-buzullottu li 1-la­

.,.,"<,nti .. hil-ha<l_q, ll-h1vranti kbar?" 
.. fnt. 0:uvintur kbar." 
"Aru. Lthjar li bLghittd lti II tmihout li Itl<< tehux 1-thalil\. 

'l'paxxihomx: tinkt'ddx.'' 
'·Iva." · 
'·H, qq xi ;r·id tugllttwl~ lltit·~lek Jlllcl~l ghuuqok u tgiddem 

hi snienek !iz-zmien li El1 bilkPlllll1 bexxaqt gtmjnejk. Htieglei' 
tiek<)l rilill-k,-itvet mi:m ,··kunit• k. '!'rid titghallern tigdem ilsie­
twk n zzmou1 lura d-t1ttlll! . .dt tninn is::;a, u g·ha] dan kollu tmidd 
;.:hou•tok hhal ltitt<:r gwejj~:d. ,; lwlkemn1 tf;.I] tricl ig,~·ib ruheL 
ta' widJPd kbir. Smajtni ?" 

'·I Ya.'' 
":\lela, J.'·a. f'kel111u wahda aghmd ta· bilruhek li qisu ma 

gralek xejn. Lil shabek tgnidilhom wjn .J ekk xi hadd ikellmek 
_:.;t1id lili, t1alli niet1t1 hsiebu ii~"l1 F nwta tmur fuq ix-xoglwl. 
,..jh lill-im; .. dmllem u l=.'hirlln h'Ji ~.dt:IIHlnldc. TalJ,..ph xej11. jaqbez 
ghalik. Fhimt ?' · 

''Tva.''. 
"lssa mur f'po'-t'ok. ·· 
(i-hnl dal-kliem. IYi(·(·n deht·r 'LhJar minn ijabel, u deherll 

illi fegget tbissima ·- jcklc 1vara kollox tista' ssejt1ilha hekk. 
r: kutu kutu mnr qa.£thad hil-q;e~:thd11 f'postn. 

[ qg·haclt s-Lnl !'tit inl .. lare;; lein dik il-gEmlgha t-fal sektin 
i11ecl 11ijin fuq xoghlhnm. P'tit ilu ki0m1 md:nHin qaqol~,··a 
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wahda jidhku u Jaghmlu storbju st1it1 b'wiened mi.nn shabhoru. 
Ftakart, bla ma ridt, meta jum fost 1-onrajn smajt i1afna ghajat 
f' gallinar tat-tigieg li fih kien hemm jitrabbew xi erba' Mie­
Gen. Meta mort nara fuqiex lnenet dik il-hamba kollha, insib 
lill-gallinar kollu mdawwar madwar beccun, u kult1add inaqqar 
jjh. Post qabda tferfir ta' g\Yie':s,(,, dwak it-tjur kienu qegh­
din fi-akbar ghors inaqgn .. ft:" t""t fil-beccun li ghalkemm nofsu 
haj, ghajnejh imberrqa, ls1enu jilheg. sidru tiela' u niezel, kellu 
nofs gismu mikul. 

Mur ghidilhom lil dawk iz-zghar ma jahsbuhiex, gha.liex 
xi erba.t ijiem gabel kont rajt lil dak li ftit ilu kienu · qeghdin 
jizzufjettaw bih, gnaddej nafi jgnaggel minn tant il taut ta' 
trig, b'ilbies l).ai'if imcappsin hi dbabar bojod bnallikieku ta' 
dgiq ! Sewwa gt1addhieli minn monhi dik il-lejla. 

Tabilt1aqq li l-iunar 'il-maghkur idur gnalih ic1-dubbien .. 


