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The title of this book suggests another offeri g for t e 
tourist, a glossy collection of pictures, with minimal 
information, meant to achieve immediate attention, and 
aimed at the pocket rather than the mind. Nothing could 
be more different from the truth. The picture of Gozo 
presented here is a rather eclectic selection of topics 
which range from migratiOn and its effects on Gozo, to 
illiteracy and its effeet on the economy and social life of the 
family, to tertiary educatio among Gozitan youth. 'Th re 
is also an extensive study on surnames and their 
distribution among the various localities in Gozo. We find 
also in this book a number of studies relating to health, 
including historical reviews of topics such as obstetric 
practice a couple of generations ago, to current 
distribution of cancer, diabetes and other related health 
conditions in Gozo. Even in Gozo we are not immune to 
the destructive effect of the motor car, and in one study 
here we find a description of motor vehicle accidents, 
highlighting the black spots on our roads. 

This is an 
unusual book, full 
of information 
which should be 
of interest to all 
Gozitans, and all 
those interested 
in Gozitan affairs. 

Other related information: 
Printed 1998, Gozo Press. 

No of pages: 112 
ISBN 9990g.992.0·1 

Cost Lm.2.00 
Available from all 

booksellers. 
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The Examined Life 
Themes in Systems of Knowledge 

Edited by Louis J. Scerri 
assisted by Frank Grech and Uno Briguglio 

"The unexamined Life is not worth living" 
(Plato, TheApology) 

Socrates' statement makes it quite clear that it is Man's 
ability to question his ife that distinguishes him from all 
other forms of life. The examination of cultural values is 
what Sys ems of Knowleage is inte ded to promote 
among students on the threshold of starting their 
university education. 

The Examined Life consisting in a collection of twenty 
readings approaches the themes that have been 
identified in the Systems of Knowledge syllabus. Written 
by lecturers with years of experience in the subject, The 
Examined Life is meant to help the student reflect on the 
nature of his existence and to understand the cultural 
values that give meaning to his life. 

Some of the papers analyse aspects of the set tests in the 
syllabus and 
prov ide 
s i m ul a ting 
readings that are 
bound to enrich 
their under
standing. 

Other related information: 
Printed 1999, Formatek Ltd .. 
No of pages: 152 
ISBN 99909-49.{)9·3 
Cost Lm.4.50 
Available from a:t 
booksellers. 

WiCC 

ln-nisa kienu jmorru ghandu ghal hafna xorti , 
imma 1-izjed meta jkunu tqal, biex jghidlilhom 
kienx se jkollhom tifel jew tifla. Hu kien jgholli 
munita tal-fidda u jilqaghha fidu hi u niezla. 
Meta tigi wicc kien jghidilhom lise jkollhom tifel, 
iregejjen tifla. 
lzda qabel johorgu kien jidhol gewwa u fuq 
bicca karta jikteb il-maqlub ta' dak li jkun 
qalilhom, jitwi 1-karta tnejn, jaghlaqha 
f'envelope, jissigillah, igaghalhom jiktbu 
isimhom fuqu, u jitfghu fkaxxa bil-katnazz u 
jitfa' c-cavetta fi l-buttas-sidrija. 
Meta titwieled it-tarbija kienu jmorru jhalsuh. 
"Kif qtajt, Luret?" kienu jghidulu dawk li 
maghhom ikun gabgha zewg. 
"11-munita tghidli kollox," kien iwegibhom. 
lmbaghad kienu jaslu dawk li fil-kaz taghhom 
ikun gara bil-maqlubta' dak lijkun bassrilhom. 
"lnt mhux tifla ghedtli? U kelli tifel! Din id-darba 
rna qtajtx, Luret, u m'iniex se nhallsek." 
"Stenna ftit ha naraw x'kont ghedtelk," kien 
jghidilhom b'rasu mnizzla 'I isfel u b'ghajnieh 
jibbru minn fuq il-hgieg tan-nuccali. U kien 
johrog ic-cavetta mill-but tas-sidrija, jiftah il
kaxxa quddiemhom, u johrog 1-enve/ope 
b'isimhom fuqu, iffirmat minhom stess fuq 
barra. 
"lfthu ha naraw x'kont ghedtlek," kien 
jghidlihom. U f lehnu kienet tinstema' nota ta' 
tmejjil, bhal ta' xi hadd lijafli kien se jirbah. 
"X'hemm miktub?" 

"Tifel!" 
"Qed tara? Dan 1-enve/ope min iffirmah?" 
"Jien" 
"AIIura? lssa tibqa' tghid li rna qtajtx?" 
"X'Kull wanda! U kemm minghalija ghedtli tifla!" 
"11-memorja ghandha habta tqaraq bina, 1-aktar 
meta mohhna jkun imtaqqal bi hsibijiet ohra. 
M'intix kuntenta b'tifel?" 
"Da' zgur li jien. Ghalkemm kont qed nistenna 
tifla." 
"U tifel u tifla mhux xorta, nghid jien?" 
"lt-tnejn helwin." 
"Daqshekk hu." 
"lmma int zgur li tifel kont ghedtili?" 
"Hemm il-karta. Ghalhekk nikteb jien, biex rna 
ninsiex. U ghax naf li hafna jinsew. Verba 
volant, scripta manent, kif jghid in-Nutar Abela." 
"X'ghandi ntik?" 
"Tini li trid, basta rna tmurx tghid li rna qtajtx." 
"Da' zgur li le! t=1ames liri tajjeb?" 
"Tini li tista'. " 
U 1-mara kienet tohrog il-flus u tqeghedhomlu 
fuq il-mejda, quddiemu. 
"Tinsiex x'tajtni, trid niktbuhom?" kien 
jistaqsiha. 
'M'hemmx ghalfejn. Din id-darba rna ninsiex. 
Sahha Luret." 
U kienet tohrog minn hemm konvinta li 1-munita 
nizlet wicc meta marret tkellmu 1-ewwel darba, 
u li kienet fehmitu hazin meta qalilha li se jkollha 
tifla. ------------11 The GOZO OBSERVER OCTOBER '99 f) -


