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CAJTA ta’> ALBERT M. CASSOLA

Ittra ufficjali, xotta: inti mitlub 1i tigi ’dan 1-Ufflééu ecéetra,
e¢éetra, nhar il-¥amis, 22 ta’ Dicembru, halli taghti xi taghrif meh-
tieg eécetra, ectetra. Kien mitlub uwkoll jiehu mieghu l-kotba koltha
tal-bank.

Fit-22 ta’ D'¢embru sew, tlitt ijiem gabel fl-Milied. U fit-22 ta’
Di¢embru kien I-Uffieéju.

Lagghu messaggier bl-ikbar hlewwa, tant ki kont tghid li xi darba
kie] il-kirxa mieghu: ““Is-Sur Qasha?”’

“Kollni kemm jen, Jekk joghgbok gejt inkellem ls-Sur Mejlaq.
Ghandi din l-ttra tieghu.” ‘

“Ittra... Invit, invit insejhu'u hawnhekk. Stedina biex tikxef
dagqsxe'm ghawarek.”

“Lest nikxef kollox, kif ghandu jkun.”

“Iva, iva. Itla* fuq, itla’, inwas-lek jien.”’

“Grazzi.”’

Is-sur Qasha dar biex jixref l-ewwel wahda minn tmenin targa
gholja.

““Le, le, mhux minn hemm. Hawn il-lift.”

“Grazzi, grazzi, tant ahjar ghax, skuz’, inbati bil-kalljiet.”

“Ersaq, mela, ersaq lil hemm |i ma momurx nirfishomlok. Kieku
ghedtilna, jahasra,” qallu l-messaggier gisu l-kap tal-post, ‘“konna
niguk ‘d-dar ahna.’’

Is-sur Qasha ghammex ghajnejh bit-tlellix tal-buttuni tar-ram
ta’ l-un'formi tal-messaggier u wiegeb: ‘““Perswaz. Imma jkollkom
hafna x’taghmlu, ma ridix nitilfilkom iz-Zmien. Jien ghandi Zmien
x’nitlef kemm irrid; anzi z-zmien 1 ghandi mhux qieghed hl'ef biex
nitilfu.”’

Tl-messaggier ma kienx jaf jitbiss'mx jew le. Sadattant #-Lift
wasal u s-Sur Qasha dahal ghand is-Sur Mejlaq., Dana ma lahagx rah
li ma gqamx bhal molla minn fuq il-pultruna u tagghu bil-qalb koltha
u hadla b’idejh it-tnejn donnu ma %kien bi hsiebu johodlu xejn izied.
Kien jongsu jghannqu u jburu. Malli sama’ i s-sur Qasha kellu
linkonvenjent tal-kalliiet (skuzi dejjem), newwillu l-pultruna i kien
gieghed fugha hu u ghalh, is-sur Mejlaq, zamm is-siggu ftit u xejn
sgangrat li soltu jilga’ n-n'es fuqu. Imbaghad gieblu mhadda ghal
-wara dahru u ohra ghal taht sagajh; anzi staqgsieh riedx izjed,
donnu dak l-ufficéju kien xi dormitorju.

“TLe, le, ghax inhammigha blz-zarbun l-imhadda,” qallu s-sur
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Qasha li, barra kollox, induna li jekk hu kellu l-iskuzi kallijiet f'rig-
lejh, dik l-imhadda, imqar jekk bla riglejn, ma kinitx mieqsa mill-
kallu (okuzi bilhaqq).

“B’daqshekk ?* fisser is-sur Mejlaq, ‘““L-aqwa li toqghod komdu.
Tr'dx ohra izjed ratha?*

“X’jigifieri, sur Mejlag, ma tarax?...”” Izda s-sur Mejlag ghenu
jaieghed riglejh sew fuq l-imhadda, tbissimlu u stagsieh: ““X’ghandek
bzonn, Mister Qasha ?”’

“Jien xejn,’’ wiegeb dan, “‘ge’t nara fix nista’ naqdi litek, Hux
din il-firma tieghek ”*

“Iva, Mister Qasha. Skuzani, taf, imma dmir, dmir tieghi li
ikolli naghmlu ma’ kulhadd.””

“Ma jistax jongos. Bhalma huwa dmir, anzi pjacir tieghi, nk-
kontribwixxi lejn il-Gvern, lejn il-pajjiiz. Hux ghalhekk ridtni?
Hemm min ta hajtu ghall-patrja, x’fiha billi jiena maghti ftit eluf?*’

“Xinti tghid eluf? Le, Te, suy Qasha. Lanqgas mi'iet. Ahna
rirrangaw. Illum is-sengha tieghek m’ghadha $gib xejn...”

“Is-sengha tieghi fl-aqwa taghha. Dal-mument id-daqqa taghna,
Hawn, ara ghall-affari tieghek. Ifli sewwa l-kotba tal-bank. Aqra
ikontijiet 1i nibghat. Ghodd kemm eluf f’sena wahda. Thabbel
rasek xejn. Anzi stenna, ged nara li £’dik il-kolonna hemm zero
nieges. Ma nafx kif jiena hadt zball. Dawk mbux 10,000 iridu jigu,
imma 100,000. Mela x’inhu: m'tt elf lira. U dak ghadu mhu xejn.”’

“Sur Qasha, nibza® 1i tassew qged tiehu zball, imma mhux ghax
ghandek zero inqas, izda zero ‘zjed. Trid tnaggas zero: mhux
10,000 imma 1000 elf lira, Bicea art illum x’tista’ ggibr*

, “Iggib inghid, sur Mejlag, Ghandekx =xi haga int H trid
tbighha ?*’

Is-sur Mejlaq ikkonfonda: ““Le, le,”” laglag, “‘jien is-salar’u
kulma ghandi.” U gidem xofftejh. Imbaghad issokta: ‘“Insomma,
sur Qasha, jiena zgur I ma stajtx tbigh biceéa art 100,000 lira.”’

““Mhux hekk, kelli biééa chra, ftit ’il boghod minm dik imma
taghti ghall-bahar, #ibitli fuq it-300,000, Avolja hdejn l-ohra é&kej-
kna, daqshekk marret. Imma sa jibnu lukanda fugha, lukanda Zul
winn hemm... Hawn, ara lréevuta.”

“Sur Qasha, skuzani taf, imma hiss bisiy trid tnehhi tal-bolol,
tnaqqas tal-kuntratt...”’

“U mur. Sa noqghod inhabbtek taghmel is-somom. EIf Ul
hawn, elf i1 hemm... Jiddispja¢ini li ma nistax noffrilek xi mitt lira
x’tixrob, ghax naf li int impjegat u, ma nifhimx ghaliex, ma jhallu-
kom tacéettaw xejn... Imma xi haga tixraglek... Imgar poné tar-rum
ghall-bard.”

“Ghadni kemm hadt it-te. U heater, kit tara, ghandi wkoll.
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Grazzi l-istess, Imma halli mse’jah ’il-messaggier halli jgib xi haga
lilek.””

“Mhux ghalija, grazzi. Issa ma niehu xejn gabel nofs ‘n-nhar.”

“Imqgar zewg pastizzi u te minghand ta’ tahtna.”

““Le, le, sur Me'laq. Anzi halli nigu ghall-business. Mela hawn:

‘dawk il-kotba tal-bank, dan ir-registru tiegh’, Dak it-total ta’ sena.
Qligh ta® tliet kwarti ta’ miljun, barra 59,000 lira interessi. = Ghodd
ghal affar’k m ara hux sew. Bilhagq, langas kont nizzilthom: hemm
xi tlitt elef ohra ta’ mezzanin {i ridt nehles minnu, HFar ghi minn rasi.
Jimporta zz'du dagsxein? Ha l-lapes.”
- ““Grazzi, ghandi l-pinna. Imma mhux hekk, sur Qasha. Inti ged
turini dan ir-reg'stru. M’ghandekx xi iehor ?... Nghidu ahna xj iehor,
taf inti, fejn l-eluf jidhruy bhala mijet u l-mijet bhala ghaxriet?...
Hares, bejnietna, kuthadd hekk jaghmel.”

“L-affarijiet ta’ haddiehor ma jimpurtanix minnhom. Jien rajt
ma rajtx, smajt ma smajtx. Qed niftakar ukoll. Kont ‘rbaht 20,000
lira u tliet mija ohra 1-Casino. Dawk jidhiu?”

“Li rbaht ma jghoddx.., U lanqas li tlift...”

“Li tirbah free... Iss ! Ma nafx ghaliex, Mhux flus li jkunu dahlu
dawk ? Insomma, inti tista’ tnizzithom ghalija. Jiena nhallas irrid.
Niehu paéir. Dmir tleghu

“Fuq | 11 rbaht xejn, sur Qasha, Ahna :mfhxux geghdin biex inqax-
Xru n-nies.’

“Fhimtek, fhimtek. Qalbek rajtha, Hekk imorru l-affarijiet.
Inti tfittex 1i tnaqqasiiu jiena nara li nistqarrlek sa l-ingas sold. Dak
huwa l-ispirtu 3 ghandu jkun hemm bejn l-assessur u l-kontribwent.”

Is-sur Mejlaq tb'ssem bil-hiewwa.

“Jekk issibli xi zball, sur Mejlaq, ma jkunx gej m'nmi, Wah-
halni l-multa u ara 1 ma mnaqgsulix habba.”

“Multa, multa. Dak jongos ukoll. Galantom bhalek.”

‘““Galantom int, sur Mejlaq. Jien ged naghme] biss id-dover ta’
¢ittad'n. Ghandi rhallas, inhatlas. Nifhem 1i int ma tridx taghfasaj
u nizzikhajr minn qalbi, imma d-dover dover...”’

““Jien hekk ma’ kulhadd, sur Qasha. Is-sold nibzaghlu ghalih
dak 1i jkun, Ghax naf kemm gharaq tad-demm biex tagilghu.”

“Sewwa, Issa ghidli xi rrid inhallas halli naghtik cekk.”

“M’hemmx ghagla, Dak imbaghad nibaghtulek il-kont bil-mod.
Hallou bin-nifs, taf. Lira tnejn kultant, kif ifettillek, Mhux sa nigru
warajk.”’ ~

““Le, kollox f’dagqga, Jiena li ghandi mirhan, inbighu.’’

“Ghallinqas, sur Mejlaq, ghidli thallasx xi ¢nus, ghandekx xi
spej ez tat-toblba, halli nmaqqaslek 1 mista”.., M’intix thati b’riglejk,
hux tassew P’
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“Le, grazzi, qieghed komdu hafna.’’

“Konna qed nghidu ghandekx xi énus, xi medi¢ini, xi tobba...”’

“Cnus xi nhallas ghandi kieku, imma erh'lhom. Tobba, insom-
ma, il-kiropodista. Imma hallina minn dan. Aghmilli I-kont u
ibghathuli, pleme

“Hemm #zmien, hemm zm’ en, thank you.’

“*Ghandi pjacir mill- konoxxe«nza, sur Mej tlaq.”

“Tant iehor, sur Qasha. Sorry {i qghadt ingibek hawn, Attent,
ara ma twaggax riglejk. Halli nghinek tqum.”’
- “M’hemmyx ghalfejn, grazzi. Inqum wahdi.”’

“Halli nwasslek 5 *igfel.”

“Ticéaglaq xejn.’

Is-sur Mejlag gam u mar jaghfas il-buttun biex italla® 1-dift:
“Zgur m’hemmx ghalfejn inwasslek s’isfel, sur Qasha ?*’

“Grazzi l-istess. Ghan-nizla kull qaddis ighin. TImbaghad bi-
1!i;ft.”

“Bilhaqq, il-kotba tal-bank hadthom
tieghek ?”’

“Zommhom kemm hemm ~bzonn taf.”’

“Le, le. Jiena innutajt li kelli ninnota.”

“Iva? Lanqas rajtek.”

“Iva, iva, sur Qasha, waqt i konma nlthaddtu Formalita.
Tum ghanwdna prattika kbira.®’

“Mela grazzi mill-gdid u -Miled it-taijeb.”

““Lilek wukoll, U lili-familja koltha.””

“Mela I-familja tieghi tafha, sur Mejlaq?*’

“Le, le, m’ghandix il-pjac¢ir. Tmma xorta n'xtigilha kul] gid...”

Is-sur Qasha ghalaq i'-bieba tal-lift, ghafag il-buttun halli jinzel.

Skoss gawwi u s-sur Qasha gam b’sabta mis-sodda.

Holma bhal dik kien ghadu qatt ma holomha,

sur Qasha, u l-karti
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