Sehem is-Soéjeta
fit-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija
Heitl Ilicallef, PR.O.

L-ewwel attakki mill-qawwiet tal-ajru Taljani nhar 1-10 ta’ Gunju
tal-1940 li kienu jfissru 1-migja tat-Tieni Gwerra Dinjija f’Malta, gabu
bidliet socjali kbar. Il-kazini tal-baned ma kinux ec¢ezzjoni u matul
l-eqgel snin tal-gwerra l-attivita muzikali waqgfet kompletament,
kemm minhabba li I-festi kellhom jithassru u fuq kollox minhabba
1-fatt li f’dawk i¢-cirkostanzi kien hemm prijoritajiet ohra.

Madankollu 1-kazini tal-banda xorta baqghu jaqdu numru ta’
funzjonijiet, fosthom is-Socjeta taghna.

Fis-sajf tal-1940 meta l-attakki fuq Malta kienu battew xi ftit,
il-bizgha kienet li l-Imperu Ingliz, li kien l-ahhar bastjun tad-
demokrazija fl-Ewropa, ukoll kien se jaga’ taht il-hakma Nazista.
Quddiem sitwazzjoni bhal din il-poplu Malti, kif nghidu ma harisx
sal-ponta ta’ mniehru u pprova jaghmel il-parti tieghu wkoll.

Fost id-diversi inizjattivi li kienu ttiehdu kien hemm dawk li
jingabru flus biex tinghata ghajnuna lill-poplu ta’ Londra wagqt il-
Battle of Britain. Fost l-ohrajn kienu sahansitra gew regalati zewg
ambulanzi li fughom kellhom imnaqqgax isem Malta, biex jassistu
I-feruti £’ Londra.

Inizjattiva ohra kienet dik tal-Malta Mobile Canteen (London)
Fund.1-iskop ta’ din I-inizjattiva kien li tinghata ghajnuna finanzjarja
lil dawk li kellhom xi propjeta, qraba, hbieb jew xi konnessjoni
ohra mal-kapitali tal-Imperu, biex jinxtraw mobile canteens ghall-
popolazzjoni li hekk kif il-Battle of Britain kienet fl-eqqgel taghha,
bl-attakki mill-ajru ma jagtghu xejn lejl u nhar.

Il-popolazzjoni kienet imhegga biex tikkontribwixxi u b’hekk
taghti l-kontribut taghha fil-gwerra. Fil-harga tat-Times of Malta
tat-13 ta’ Novembru tal-1940 fil-lista li l-gurnal kien jippubblika
regolarment bil-kontributuri ta’ dan il-fond kien hemm is-Socjeta
Muzikali San Guzepp tal-Hamrun i kienet harget is-somma ta’ £5.

Ghalkemm din tidher somma redikola ghaz-zminijiet tal-lum, dan
ma kienx il-kas. Bizzejjed nghidu li Scicluna’s Bank kienu offrew
£10-10-0d u Zejtun Band Club kienu gabru £2-2-0d.
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B’kollox sa nofs Novembru tal-1940 kienet ingabret is-somma ta’
£1,343 li kienet intbaghtet lis-Segretarju tal-Istat ghall-Kolonji mill-
Gvernatur ta’ Malta I-General Dobbie li kien baghat dan il-messagg:

“I have pleasure in informing you that the sum of £1,343 has been
subscribed by the people of Malta for the provision of some Mobile
Canteens to serve the sufferers in London, and that this sum is being
Jforwarded to you through the Crown Agents for the Colonies.

The gift is offered not only as a token of admiration for the
indomitable spirit shown by the people of London which has thrilled
the whole world but also in understanding sympathy from a people
who have also suffered, even though in a lesser degree, from similar
attacks. It is hope that the Canteens thus provided will be a help and
comfort to our fellow-sufferers in London, and that the name Malta
inscribed on the Canteens will remind Londoners of a small country
which can understand from experience something of their ordeal and

sympathise with them.”

FRANCIS MELI
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