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French Siege Letters in Gozo carried by hand 
12th June 1798- 8th September 1800 

by 
Dr. A. Bonnici 

The convention drafted by Napoleon whereby Malta was seeded to the French 
Republic, was signed on board the Orient on the 12th June 1798 and Malta passed 
under French rule. 

Grand Master Ferdinand von Hompesch left the Island on Monday 18th June 
1798. 

On Sunday 2nd September 1798 an auction took place were gold and silver 
articles belonging to the convent of the Franciscan Friars ofRabat were auctioned, 
as a consequence the revolt of the Maltese against the French started. 

Medina was captured by the Maltese on the 3rd September but the Siege of 
Floriana I Valletta and the Kottonera lasted up to 8th September 1800 when the 
French surrendered to the British. 

On Sunday 28th October 1798, the French in Gozo surrendered and the 
-caputalation was signed. 
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French Siege Letters in Gozo carried by hand 
by 

Dr. A. Bonnici 

Siege letter written in Gozo on the 13th October 1798 and signed by Arch Priest 
Rev. Dr. Saverio Cassar Head of the Provisional Government in Gozo to Officer 
Cammanding Casal Caccia, Liberato Grech in Gozo. 
Stating the following: 

" 1 learn from your letter all that happened last night, whilst I thank you for your 
prompt attention in dealing with my worries. This morning the two Canons have 
allowed themselves to be taken to Fort CHAMBRAI, where they are being kept 
prisoners. Therefore, I no longer need the reinforcements which were thought to be 
necessary to effect their capture. Once they are kept out of the way, they will be 
powerless to corrupt the people. 
I feel sorry for what happened to Notary Pace, and have duly written to the people in 
NADUR to let him be. 
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My well founded suspicions, lie with his sons, the Advocates Luigi and Daniele, both of 
whom I would be glad to arrest 
I learn with great dismay that the spinster daughter of Notary Pace was taken to 
Casal Caccia, and when released was sent away without any dothes. 
Make no mistake, these things will not only catch the eye of our country men, but also 
of foreigners. They are thittgs unworthy of the- TURKS - and other heretics. 
Warn tile people not to go to excesses, as they will be abandoned by God, and will also 
loose the protection of the friendly powers. 
Let us make sure, that in this upri.r>ing, our people will conduct themselves as true 
Christians, and not leave memories of atrocities like those which have been perpetrated 
by the French, who have already earned the hatred of the whole world. 
You would do well to get together in preparation to liberate Rabat- (Gozo) from the 
enemy. It has suffered some damage, but, thank Heaven, this is not too bad" 

I 
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Fort Chambray constructed on the initiative of Grand Master Manoel Pinto de Fonseca in 1749, 
architect Louis Fram:;ois d' Aubigne de Tigne, and paidfor by Ba!li Fra Jacques de Chambray, 
and so the fort began to be called by that name. 
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Siege letter written in Gozo on the 12th October 1798 and signed by Arch Priest 
Rev. Dr. Saverio Cassar Head of the Provisional Government in Gozo to Officer 
Cammanding Casal Caccia, Liberato Grech in Gozo. 
Stating the following: 

"In reply to your letter, and about Notary Pace's problem, I wish to make it clear that I 
have given no orders that he should be arrested, and yet, whilst I was dining, I was 
informed that he was arrested and taken to the hill, (in Caccia the head quarters was 
on top of a hill), on the pretext that the letter he produced was not the same one that he 
had received from G'/ement (G'Iement was another village comnumder) 
I have not given any instructions to your men, but said only that it was up to your 
Officers to deal with Notary Pace, against whom, to this day, I have no suspicion. 
However I did urge your men to arrest, if possible GIO AND REA PUUICINO, and 
Advocate LUIGJ PACE, son tJ/Notary Pace, both of whom are known revolutionaries, 
and that it would be best, to keep them locked up in Gan;es Tower to stop them from 
communicating their evil intentions with others" 

.. 
\ ,_ 

Garzes Tower 
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Headquarters in Caccia 
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Siege letter written in Gozo on the 6th October 1798 and signed by Arch Priest 
Rev. Dr. Saverio Cassar Head of the Provisional Government in Gozo to Al Sign 
Comandante Liberato Grech in Gozo. 
Stating the following: 

" l would like you to send me two barrels of powder from Marsalforn Tower. I have 
only eight very small barrels left which are hardly enough for our guns for two days. 
Tomorrow I shall send the boat out to the Portuguese Admiral (NIZZA), to have 
delivery of the powder. 
I am stationed in Mount Ghelmus. and shall wait for the powder here Please ask the 
clergy to pray for us. " 

Marsalforn Tower 
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Siege letter written in Rabbato Gozo on the 8th October 1798 and signed by 
Antonio Mallia Comandente Generale of the Gozitan Forces to the Comandente 
of the village of Caccia in Gozo. 
Stating the following: 

"I must ask you to send me, closely guarded by your men and ours, the French 
Sergeant who has offered to speak to his soldiers now occupying the Citadel, to try and 
persuade them to su"ender. I hope that you will be able to send him at once as the 
Archpriest also requested this in his letter to me". 

Ali ¥-/~· < 

ji- ~../· 

Cittadella 
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Siege letter 4th August 1800 from Baron Ignazio Bonici in Malta, to his brother
in-law Saverio de Baroni Gauci in Gozo. Carried by hand. 
Discussing various ground rents which were due 
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Siege Letter 6th August 1800 from A. Pace from Z~bbug Malta to his cousin 
Saverio Gauci in Gozo, regarding family property. Carned by hand. 
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British Period 
Letters to Gozo with franked Queen Victoria 112 yellow 

First printing SG 1 Blue paper, no watermark, dated 3rd December 1861 

Fourth printing SG4 issued June 1863. White paper, watermark Crown CC, dated 20th May 1864 
(latest recorded date). 
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5th printing SG4, pale brown, white pape1; watermark Crown CC, pe1j 14, dated 24th June 1864. 

;:_/-
8th printing SG4, pale brown, white paper, watermark Crown CC, perf 14, dated 13th May 1866. 
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9th printing SG6, pale red brown, white paper, wmk Crown CC, perf 14. dated 21st May 1868. 

11th printing SG7, dull orange, white paper, watermark Crown CC, perf 14, dated 5th May 1870. 
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12th printing SG 15, yellow orange, white paper, wmk Crown CC, pelf 12 112, dated 20th 
November 1871. 
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14th printing SG7, dull orange, white paper, wmk Crown CC, perf 14, dated 11th June 1873. 

22 



14th printing SG7, dull orange, white paper, wmk Crown CC, perf 14, dated 3rd June 1873. 

14th printing SG7, dull orange, white paper, wmk Crown CC, perf 14, dated 17th November 187 3. 
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15th printing SG9, golden yellow, white paper, wmk Crown CC, perf 14, dated 6th November 
1874. 

15th printing SG9, golden yellow, white paper, wmk Crown CC, perf 14, dated 10thApril1875. 
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Pair 
17th printing SGJ3, yellow buff, white paper, wmk Crown CC, peif. 14, dated 6th September 1876. 

24th printing SG 13, pail to bright yellow, white paper, wmk Crown CC, pe1f 14, dated 17th 
September 1881. 
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Pair 
25th printing SG 18, pail orange 
yellow, white paper, wmk Crown CA, 
perf 14, dated 13th September 1882. 

26th printing SG 18, pail orange yellow, white paper, wmk Crown CA, perf 14, dated 27th January 
1883. 
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